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VBOB ORGANIZED AT 
ARLINGTON CEREMONY

On December 16, 1981, 37 y e a r s  t o  t h e  day 
when t h e  s ix -w ee k  long  e p i c  WWII b a t t l e  b e 
gan , t h e  V e te ra n s  o f  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  Bulge 
c o n d u c te d  t h e i r  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  ceremony i n  
t h e  A r l in g to n  County , V i r g i n i a ,  C our t  House. 
Clyde Boden, 8 4 th  I n f a n t r y  D iv i s i o n ,  c a l l e d  
t h e  m e e t in g  t o  o r d e r  a t  2 p.m. and was f o l 
lowed by th e  Reverend Edward L. R. E lso n ,
75 th  I n f a n t r y  D iv i s i o n  and fo rm e r  C h a p la in ,  
U.S. S e n a t e ,  who gave t h e  I n v o c a t io n .  The 
assem bly  th e n  p a i d  t r i b u t e  t o  o u r  f l a g  by 
s t a n d in g  a t  a t t e n t i o n  f o r  t h e  b u g le  c a l l  "To 
th e  C o lo r s "  and r e c i t i n g  t h e  p le d g e  o f  a l l e 
g ia n c e  l e d  by Ray Evans o f  t h e  2 0 th  E n g in e e r  
Combat B a t t a l i o n .

The rem arks  by C h a r le s  MacDonald o f  t h e  
2nd I n f a n t r y  D iv i s io n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  c a u se s  
and e x t e n t  o f  t h e  now famous b a t t l e  were mov
in g  and e n l i g h t e n i n g .  Most p r e s e n t  d id  n o t  
r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e y  had  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  
b i g g e s t  b a t t l e  ev e r  f o u g h t  by t h e  U .S . Army. 
H is t a l k  i s  in c lu d e d  i n  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r .

The f o l lo w in g  i n d i v i d u a l s  were e l e c t e d  to  
o f f i c e  f o r  1982:

P r e s i d e n t ........................................... C lyde Boden
E x e c u t iv e  V ice  P r e s i d e n t

. .W il l iam  G r e e n v i l l e
Vice P r e s i d e n t  f o r  N a t i o n a l  and 

R e g io n a l  C o o rd in a t io n .  .W i l l i a m  Simpkins
Vice P r e s i d e n t  f o r  M i l i t a r y  

C o o r d i n a t i o n ................... Eugene D r o u i l l a r d
S e c r e t a r y .  . . . 
T r e a s u r e r  . . . 
G en e ra l  C o u n s e l .

. . . .D avid  Ruby 

.W il l iam  H em phill  
Jo se p h  L angba rt

H i s t o r i a n s  and A r c h i v i s t s
. .Raymond Evans and David Ruby

F o llow ing  t h e  e l e c t i o n s ,  D em etri  P a r i s ,  
9 th  Armored D iv i s i o n ,  gave h i s  r e p o r t  on th e  
lo g o ,  d i s t i n c t i v e  i n s i g n i a  o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a 
t i o n .  D e t a i l s  a r e  e l s e w h e re  i n  t h i s  news
l e t t e r .

Eugene D r o u i l l a r d  o f  t h e  7 5 th  I n f a n t r y  
D iv i s i o n  r e a d  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  which was a c 
c e p te d  i n  i t s  p r e s e n t  form  b u t  w i l l  undergo  
some su g g e s te d  ch a n g e s .

P e te  D oun is ,  7 5 th  I n f a n t r y  D iv i s i o n ,  d i s 
c u s se d  t h e  f i n a n c e s  o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and 
W ill iam  H em phill  o f  t h e  3 rd  Armored D iv i s i o n  
r e a d  t h e  p r o c l a m a t io n .

The m e e t in g  ended w i th  a  t r i b u t e  t o  o u r  
d e c e a se d  com rades w i th  a moment o f  s i l e n c e  
as  t h e  sound o f  "T aps"  was r e n d e r e d .

CONGRATULATORY MESSAGES RECEIVED
i

During o u r  O r g a n i z a t i o n a l  Ceremony, 
W il l iam  G r e e n v i l l e  o f  t h e  8 6 th  Chemical 
M o r ta r  B a t t a l i o n  r e a d  c o n g r a t u l a t o r y  mes
sa g e s  from w ell-know n government o f f i c i a l s .

On b e h a l f  o f  P r e s i d e n t  Ronald Reagan, a 
t e l e g r a m  s t a t e d  t h a t  " I  c o n g r a t u l a t e  each  o f  
you on t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  V e te ra n s  o f  
t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  Bulge and s a l u t e  t h e  s e n s e  
o f  e s p r i t  and p e r s o n a l  inv o lv e m e n t  ev id en c ed  
by you r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .

"The B a t t l e  o f  t h e  Bulge w i l l  endu re  as  
one o f  t h e  U.S. Army's p r o u d e s t  f e a t s  o f  
arms and as  t h e  c o n c lu s i v e  European v i c t o r y  
o f  World War I I .  Your a c h ie v em e n ts  t h e r e  
p e r s o n i f y  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  s a c r i f i c e  and devo
t i o n  t o  d u ty  upon which o u r  n a t i o n  was 
founded  and has  p e r s e v e r e d  f o r  o v e r  two hun
d re d  y e a r s .

"You have my b e s t  w ish e s  f o r  ev e ry  s u c 
c e s s  i n  b o th  y o u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  m e e t in g  and 
f u t u r e  e n d e a v o r s . "

S e n a to r  P au l  L a x a l t  w ro te :

" I  t h i n k  i t  p r o p e r  on t h i s  memorable day , 
which marks t h e  3 7 th  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  
B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B ulge,  t o  n o t  o n ly  c o n g r a tu 
l a t e  you b u t  t o  a l s o  th a n k  you.



"T he  v a l o r  and  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  you  e x e m p l i 
f i e d  i n  t h e  t r e a c h e r o u s  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  E u rope  
f ro m  D ecem ber 16, 1944 u n t i l  y o u r  v i c t o r y  
o v e r  t h e  Germans a m onth  l a t e r  i s  now le g e n d

"The A m e r ic a n s  who l o s t  t h e i r  l i v e s  a t  
t h i s  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n f l i c t ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  b a t t l e  
i n  an y  w ar  i n  h i s t o r y ,  a r e  a s t a r k  r e m i n d e r  
o f  w ha t A m e r ic a n s  a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  s a c r i f i c e  
i n  t h e  name o f  freedom, and  D em ocracy .

" I  j o i n  w i t h  a l l  A m e r ic a n s  t o  t o d a y  i n  
e x p r e s s i n g  a  d ee p  a p p r e c i a t i o n  t o  t h e  c o u r a 
g e o u s  v e t e r a n s  o f  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u lg e .  
I n d e e d ,  w i t h o u t  y o u r  s a c r i f i c e s ,  A m er ic a  
w ould  n o t  b e  t h e  g r e a t  n a t i o n  t h a t  i t  i s .  
C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  and t h a n k  y o u . "

C o n gressm en  F rank  R. W olf  and S t a n  P a r r i s  
a l s o  s e n t  u s  c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s ,  comjnended u s  
f o r  o r g a n i z i n g ,  and  w is h e d  u s  e v e r y  s u c c e s s .

VBOE F I R S T  P R E S I D E N T  
S E N D S  G R E E T I N G S

ThI; rem em brance  o f  s o m e th in g  o f  lo n g  ago 
b a s e d  on f r i e n d s h i p s  b o r n  i n  t h e  m os t  s e v e r e  
u£ Lujuuat c o r i d i t i o n c  h a c  b e e n ,  I b e l i e v ^ ,  
one  o f  t h e  m ain  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h o s e  who f o u g h t  
i n  t h e  A rd e n n e s  Campaign and  o t h e r s  i n t e r 
e s t e d  i n  i t ,  t o  o r g a n i z e  a s  t h e  V e t e r a n s  o f  
t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u lg e .

T h a t  s o m e th in g  o f  a  lo n g  a g o - - t h e  f i e r c e  
s t r u g g l e  o c c u r r e d  i n  Belgium, and  Luxembourg 
f rom  December 16, 1944 th r o u g h  J a n u a r y  25, 
1 £ 4 5 j ir .  f o g ,  snow, i c e  and mud— was an 
a w a r e n e s s  and a p r a c t i c a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  
h i g h e s t  l e v e l s  o f  c o u r a g e ,  l o y a l t y  and  u n 
s e l f i s h n e s s  on t h e  p a r t  o f  w e l l - d i s c i p l i n e d  
members o f  g ro u n d  and  a i r  f o r c e s  o f  s i x  n a 
t i o n s  .

More t h a n  one m i l l i o n  t r o o p s  w ere  engaged  
i n  t h a t  b a t t l e  and  a b o u t  one i n  f i v e  w ere  
c a s u a l t i e s .  Many o f  o u r  c o m ra d es  n e v e r  made 
i t  b a c k ;  many s t i l l  b e a r  p h y s i c a l  and  m e n ta l  
r e m i n d e r s  o f  t h e  e p i c  s t r u g g l e ,  a s p e c t a c u 
l a r  v i c t o r y  t h a t  was t h e  g r e a t e s t  b a t t l e  
e v e r  f o u g h t  b y  t h e  U .S .  A.rmy.

T h e r e  was a  com m onalty  p r e d i c a t e d  on n e 
c e s s i t y  and  s u r v i v a l .  P e r h a p s  i t  was a s  
M a jo r  G e n e r a l  A. R. B o l l i n g ,  commanding g e n 
e r a l  o f  t h e  8 4 th  I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n ,  s a i d  
s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  end  o f  t h e  w ar ,  "We d i d

s o m e th in g  t o  make h i s t o r y  and o u g h t  t o  do 
s o m e th in g  t o  p r e s e r v e  i t . I know t h a t  i n  
t h e  y e a r s  t o  com.e, I f o r  o n e ,  w i l l  w an t t o  
r e a d  t h e  w o rd s ,  lo o k  a t  t h e  p h o t g r a p h s ,  
s t u d y  t h e  m aps.  They w i l l  b r i n g  b a c k  mem
o r i e s  o f  d a y s  when a l l  o f  u s  w ere  t r i e d  by  
f i r e  and  came t h r o u g h .  We w i l l  han d  on o u r  
e x p e r i e n c e s  t o  o u r  c h i l d r e n  and t e l l  them  we 
d i d  n o t  f i g h t  i n  v a i n . "

The V e t e r a n s  o f  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  Bulge 
i s  a y o u n g ,  h e a l t h y  and  f a s t  g ro w in g  o r g a n i 
z a t i o n  com posed o f  t h o s e  who w ere  v e r y  c l o s e  
f r i e n d s  d u r i n g  t h e  war a s  w e l l  a s  t h o s e  who 
w ere  s t r a n g e r s  a  few  m on ths  a g o .  Our a s s o 
c i a t e  members p r o v i d e  an  a d d i t i o n a l  d im e n 
s i o n  o f  k n o w led g e  and t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  i n 
t e r n a t i o n a l  g ro w th  and  c o n t i n u i n g  e x i s t e n c e .

We a r e  m ak ing  p r o g r e s s  i n  o u r  m a jo r  ob-  
j e c t i v e s - - t o  f o s t e r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p e a c e  and  
g o o d w i l l ,  t o  p ro m o te  f r i e n d s h i p ,  t o  p e r p e t u 
a t e  t h e  memory o f  t h e  s a c r i f i c e s  i n v o l v e d ,  
and  Lu p r e s e r v e  h i s t o r i c a l  d a t a  and s i t e s - -  
and  o u r  p r o j e c t s  and  g o a l s  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e m - -  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a museum and  l i b r a r y ,  d e d i 
c a t i o n  o f  a m e m o r ia l ,  i s s u a n c e  o f  a comuiein- 
o r a t i v e  s ta m p ,  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  a m .us ica l  
co m .p o s i t io n ,  v i s i t s  t o  t h e  b a t t l e  a r e a ,  and 
o t h e r s .

L e t ’ s k e e p  t h e  momentum g o in g !

B e s t  w i s h e s  f o r  a hap p y  and r e w a r d in g  
1982.

C ly d e  Boden 
P r e s i d e n t

CONGRATULATIONS EXTENDED  
TO CHARLES PIa c DONALD

Our th a n k s  t o  C h a r l e s  B. MacDonald f o r  
h i s  e x c e l l e n t  e x t e n s i v e  r e m a rk s  a b o u t  t h e  
B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u lge  a t  t h e  December 16, 1981 , 
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  ce rem o n y ,  and h i s  g e n e r o u s  
t r a n s f e r  o f  t h e  c o p y r i g h t  t o  VBOB.

Anyone n e e d in g  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  c o p y 
r i g h t  o f  s i m i l a r  m a t e r i a l  may c o n t a c t  o u r  
g e n e r a l  c o u n s e l  - -  J o s e p h  L a n g b a r t ,  716 S. 
O v e r lo o k  D r i v e ,  A l e x a n d r i a ,  VA 22305 .
Phone (703) 5 4 9 -4 7 3 8 .
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REMARKS BY MAC AT 
THE ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING

In  A u g u s t ,  even a s  German a rm ie s  were 
r e e l i n g  back  from  t h e  d e f e a t  i n  F ra n c e ,
A d o lf  H i t l e r  was d e v i s i n g  a scheme whereby 
he hoped t o  sa v e  Germany from b e i n g  c ru sh e d  
b e tw e en  A l l i e d  a rm ie s  from  t h e  w es t  and 
R u s s ia n  a rm ie s  from t h e  e a s t .  To H i t l e r ,  
t h e  a l l i a n c e  betw een  t h e  W este rn  d em o c ra c ie s  
and communist R u s s ia  had  a lw ays seemed u n 
h o ly  and weak a t  t h e  seams; i f  he c o u ld  i n 
f l i c t  on American and B r i t i s h  a rm ie s  a 
c r u s h in g  d e f e a t ,  m igh t  n o t  t h e  A l l i e d  g o v e rn 
m en ts  abandon t h e i r  s t r a n g e  a l l i a n c e  w i th  
t h e  Communists and s e t t l e  f o r  a n e g o t i a t e d  
p e a c e ?  T hat a c c o m p lish e d ,  he c o u ld  t u r n  t h e  
f u l l  f o r c e  o f  a s t i l l  p o w e r fu l  German army 
a g a i n s t  t h e  R u s s ia n s .

To H i t l e r ,  t h e r e  was no q u e s t i o n  where 
t h e  blow in  t h e  w est  sh o u ld  be s t r u c k :  
t h r o u g h  t h e  s e m i-m o u n ta in o u s ,  h e a v i l y  f o r 
e s t e d  r e g i o n  Belgium and Luxembourg known as  
t h e  A rd e n n es .  H i t l e r  was aware t h a t  t o  f r e e  
t r o o p s  f o r  a t t a c k  n o r t h  and s o u th  o f  t h e  
A rdennes ,  t h e  A mericans had  o n ly  l i g h t  
f o r c e s  h o ld in g  th e  r e g i o n  and s u r p r i s e  blows 
t h e r e  i n  1914 and a g a in  i n  1940 had d e a l t  o p 
p o s in g  a rm ie s  s h a rp  d e r e a t b .  Muxe impuxLanl,  
from t h e  ju m p o ff  l i n e  a t  t h e  German f r o n t i e r  
t o  a w o r th w h i le  s t r a t e g i c  o b j e c t i v e  - -  t h e  
g r e a t  B e lg ia n  p o r t  o f  Antwerp - -  t h e  d i s 
t a n c e  was r e a s o n a b l e ,  n o t  much o v e r  100 
m i l e s ;  and a q u ic k  t h r u s t  a c r o s s  t h e  Muese 
R iv e r  t o  Antwerp would n o t  o n ly  t r a p  two 
American a rm ie s  - -  t h e  F i r s t  and N in th  - -  
b u t  would a l s o  t r a p  t h e  e n t i r e  B r i t i s h  f o r c e  
on t h e  C o n t in e n t :  t h e  2 1 s t  Army Group, com
po se d  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  Second and C anad ian  
F i r s t  A rm ies,  i f  t h e  t r a p p e d  c o u ld  be  a n n i h i 
l a t e d ,  t h e  A l l i e s  would l o s e  upwards o f
800 ,000  men, o r  more c l o s e  t o  a m i l l i o n .

In  t h e  f a c e  o f  such  d i s a s t r o u s  l o s s e s ,  
would t h e  B r i t i s h  government c o n t in u e  a 
f i g h t  t h a t  was bound t o  s e e  Communism emerge 
t r iu m p h a n t  i n  C e n t r a l  Europe? What, t o o ,  o f  
t h e  A m ericans ,  when i t  was t h e  f o e  i n  t h e  
P a c i f i c ,  J a p a n  — n o t  Germany - -  t h a t  had 
d e a l t  t h e  blow t o  American honor  a t  P e a r l  
H arbor?

The f a c t  t h a t  H i t l e r ' s  g e n e r a l s  saw h i s  
scheme foredoom ed t o  f a i l u r e  f o r  l a c k  o f  ad 
e q u a te  r e s o u r c e s  d id  n o th in g  t o  l e s s e n  
H i t l e r ' s  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  p r o c e e d .  As s low , 
c o s t l y  f i g h t i n g  d e v e lo p e d  a lo n g  t h e  German

f r o n t i e r  th r o u g h  t h e  autumn o f  1944, t h e  
German Army began  t o  m a r s h a l l  t r o o p s  and 
equipm ent f o r  t h e  o f f e n s i v e ,  t o  be launched  
i n  e a r l y  w i n t e r  when c lo u d  and fo g  m igh t be 
e x p e c te d  t o  n e g a te  a  s h a rp  A l l i e d  a d v a n ta g e  
i n  a i rp o w e r .

The p r e p a r a t i o n s  went fo rw a rd  i n  t h e  
s t r i c t e s t  s e c r e c y ,  c o n c e a le d  i n  l a r g e  mea
s u r e  by  a c o v e r  p l a n  p u r p o r t i n g  t o  show t h a t  
t h e  Germans were a s se m b l in g  t r o o p s  f o r  coun
t e r - a t t a c k  when t h e  A l l i e d  a rm ies  la u nched  
new o f f e n s i v e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  Ardennes t o  r e a c h  
t h e  Rhine R iv e r .  So i t  was t h a t  when t h e  
Germans s t r u c k  b e f o r e  d a y l i g h t  on th e  16 th  
o f  December 1944, t h e y  a c h ie v e d  t o t a l  s u r 
p r i s e .  Along a 6 0 -m i le  f r o n t ,  an a s s a u l t
f o r c e  o f  200 ,000  men h i t  s i x  American d i v i 
s i o n s  which ,  w i th  s u p p o r t i n g  t r o o p s ,  num
b e r e d  app rox im att  ' y  8 3 ,0 0 0 .  I t  sh o u ld  have 
been no c o n t e s t .  But i t  was.

In  t h e  open ing  days  o f  t h e  b a t t l e ,  t h e r e  
were f o u r  p o i n t s  a t  which t h e  ou t-num bered  
Americans imposed t e l l i n g  d e l a y s :

F i r s t ,  in  what would be  known as  t h e  
s o u th e r n  s h o u ld e r  o f  t h e  b u lg e ,  a re g im e n t  
each  o f  t h e  4 th  and 2 8 th  D iv i s i o n s  and a com
b a t  command each  o f  t h e  9 th  and 10 th  Armored 
D i v i s i o n s ,  s to p p e d  t h e  German S ev en th  Army 
a f t e r  r e l a t i v e l y  s h o r t  g a i n s .

Second, i n  n o r t h e r n  Luxembourg, a lo n g  a 
h ig h  r i d g e l i n e  which t h e  American t r o o p s  
c a l l e d  " S k y l in e  D r iv e "  a n o t h e r  re g im e n t  o f  
th e  2 8 th  D iv i s i o n  — v a s t l y  o v e re x te n d e d  — 
d e la y e d  two p a n z e r  d i v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  F i f t h  
P a n z e r  Army - -  two p a n z e r  d i v i s i o n s  a g a i n s t  
one r e g im e n t  - -  f o r  an i n c r e d i b l e  t h r e e  d a y s .

T h i r d ,  n e a r  t h e  B e lg ia n  town o f  S t .  V i th ,  
two r e g im e n ts  o f  t h e  106 th  D iv i s i o n  were 
t r a p p e d  i n  i l l - c h o s e n  p o s i t i o n s  on a r i d g e 
l i n e  known as  Schnee E i f e l  and were i n  t im e  
c a p tu r e d ,  t h e  most s e v e r e  r e v e r s e  i n c u r r e d  
by American arms d u r in g  th e  e n t i r e  war in  
Europe .  But t h e  7 th  Armored D iv i s i o n ,  a s s i s 
t e d  by th e  106 th  D i v i s i o n s ' s  t h i r d  r e g im e n t ,  
th e  28 th  D i v i s i o n ' s  t h i r d  r e g im e n t  and a  com
b a t  command o f  t h e  9 th  Armored D iv i s i o n  h e ld  
a h o r s e s h o e  d e f e n s e  encom pass ing  S t .  V ith  
f o r  f i v e  days and th e n  h e l d  b e h in d  th e  town 
f o r  two more days u n t i l  o r d e r e d  o u t .

And f o u r t h ,  most c r i t i c a l  o f  a l l ,  what b e 
came known as  t h e  n o r t h e r n  s h o u ld e r  o f  t h e  
b u lg e ,  t h e  2nd and 9 9 th  D i v i s i o n s ,  w i th  t h e  
h e l p  from a r e g im e n t  o f  t h e  1 s t  D iv i s i o n ,



h e l d  f a s t ,  c o m p le t e ly  s to p p i n g  t h e  German 
main e f f o r t ,  b e in g  made by t h e  S i x t h  P an ze r  
Army. T hat army would e v e n t u a l l y  have  t o  
s h i f t  o n to  a l r e a d y  o v e r - t a x e d  r o a d s  b e in g  
u se d  by th e  F i f t h  P a n z e r  Army.

The d e l a y s  t h u s  imposed, a f f o r d e d  Ameri
can ^commanders t im e  t o  r u s h  o t h e r  d i v i s i o n s  
t o  t h e  A rdennes from t h e  T h i rd  Army i n  t h e  
s o u th  and th e  N in th  Army i n  t h e  n o r t h ,  a s  
w e l l  a s  two a i r b o r n e  d i v i s i o n s  which c o n s t i 
t u t e d  t h e  o n ly  t h e a t e r  r e s e r v e s .  One o f  t h e  
a i r b o r n e  d i v i s i o n s  and e le m e n ts  o f  two a r 
mored d i v i s i o n s  h e l d  B as to g n e ,  even though  
e n c i r c l e d ,  t h e r e b y  f u r t h e r  r e s t r i c t i n g  t h e  
r o a d n e t  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  Germans.

The B a t t l e  o f  t h e  Bulge was t h e  g r e a t e s t  
b a t t l e  fo u g h t  by th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  Army. I t  
in v o lv e d  two f i e l d  a rm ie s  - -  t h e  F i r s t  and 
T h i r d ;  two t a c t i c a l  a i r  commands; s i x  c o r p s ;  
t h r e e  a i r b o r n e  d i v i s i o n s ,  e i g h t  arm ored d i v i 
s io n s  and e i g h t e e n  i n f a n t r y  d i v i s i o n s ,  a 
t o t a l  o f  tw e n ty - n in e  d i v i s i o n s .  I n c lu d i n g  
men o f  s u p p o r t i n g  u n i t s ,  t h e r e  were more th a n
600 ,000  in v o lv e d ,  more t h a n  f o u g h t  on b o th  
s i d e s  a t  G e t ty s b u r g .  T o ta l  German s t r e n g t h  
was p r o b a b ly  3 50 ,000 .

C a s u a l t i e s  on b o th  s i d e s  were a b o u t  t h e  
same; around  1 00 ,000 .  American c a s u a l t i e s  
numbered s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  1 05 ,102 .  Of t h o s e ,  
16 ,001 were k i l l e d  i n  a c t i o n ;  3 ,058  were 
m is s in g  i n  a c t i o n  and l a t e r  d e c l a r e d  dead ;  
23 ,554  were c a p tu r e d ,  o f  who 187 d ie d  i n  c a p 
t i v i t y ;  and 62,489  were wounded. Thus t h e  
t o t a l  American d e a th s  were 1 9 ,246 .  T here  
were i n  a d d i t i o n ,  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  b r i e f  
B r i t i s h  commitment a t  t h e  t i p  o f  t h e  b u lg e ,  
1 ,400 B r i t i s h  c a s u a l t i e s .

In  t h e  end f o r  la c k  o f  r e s o u r c e s ,  t h e  
German e f f o r t  was doomed t o  f a i l u r e ;  y e t  
t h a t  i s  n o t  t o  say  t h a t  i t  co u ld  n o t  have  
a c h ie v e d  some s p e c t a c u l a r  r e s u l t s  even i f  
f a l l i n g  s h o r t  o f  H i t l e r ' s  g rand  e n d - th e -w a r  
o b j e c t i v e .  T hat i t  f a i l e d  t o  a c h ie v e  more 
t h a n  i t  d id  i s  a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  t h e  s t a n d  o f  
t h e  American s o l d i e r ,  who a f f o r d e d  h i s  com
manders - -  t h e i r  i n t e l l i g e n c e  f a i l u r e  - -  
t im e  t o  b r i n g  t h e i r  m o b i l i t y ,  r e s e r v e  power, 
and a i r  power t o  b e a r .  The American s o l d i e r  
in  t h e  A rdennes made th e  outcome a c e r t a i n t y  
by h i s  v a l o r  and p e r t i n a c i t y  a t  E lsb o rn  
R idge,  S t .  V i th ,  E c h te r n a c h ,  C le rv a u x ,  W i l t z ,  
S t a v e l o t ,  S toum ont,  B as to g n e ,  Marche, H o t to n ,  
and c o u n t l e s s  o t h e r  p l a c e s .

In  t h e  end, a l l  H i t l e r  a c h ie v e d  was t o  
w as te  i r r e p l a c e a b l e  manpower and equ ipm ent 
in  a manner t h a t  speeded  t h e  end o f  t h e  war 
and H i t l e r ’ s own dem ise .

VBOB E L I G I B I L I T Y  
C R I T E R I A  E STABLISHED

S e r io u s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  h a s  b een  g iv e n  t o  
e l i g i b i l i t y  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  membership in  
VBOB. I t  h a s  b een  d e te r m in e d  t h a t  t h e  d a t e s  
f o r  e l i g i b i l i t y  a r e  December 16, 1944 - 
J a n u a r y  25, 1945 and t h a t  t h e  g e o g r a p h ic  
l i m i t s  a r e  t h e  a r e a  fo rw a rd  o f  t h e  l i n e  
E u sk irch e n -E u p e n  ( i n c l u s i v e )  - L iege  ( e x c l u 
s iv e )  , e a s t  bank o f  Meuse R iv e r  t o  i t s  i n 
t e r s e c t i o n  w i th  t h e  F ra n co -B e lg iu m  b o r d e r ,  
t h e n c e  so u th  and e a s t  a lo n g  t h i s  b o r d e r  and 
t h e  s o u th e r n  b o r d e r  o f  Luxembourg. The 
above e l i g i b i l i t y  d a t e s  and g e o g ra p h ic  
l i m i t s  a r e  p r e s c r i b e d  in  War D epartm ent Gen
e r a l  O rd e rs  No. 114 o f  December 7, 1945, f o r  
t h e  award o f  b a t t l e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  c r e d i t  i n  
t h e  Ardennes Campaign.

T here  was a second  German o f f e n s i v e  in  
t h e  a r e a  o f  A lsa c e  which was launched, on o r  
ab o u t  J a n u a r y  1, 1945, f o r  which some u n i t s  
were awarded t h e  A rd e n n e s -A lsa c e  Cajnpaign 
S t a r  u n d e r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  D epartm ent o f  
t h e  Army G en e ra l  O rd e rs  No. 63 o f  S ep tem ber  
20, 1948. The VBOB th r o u g h  c o n s i d e r a b l e  h i s 
t o r i c a l  r e s e a r c h  has  co nc luded  t h a t  t h i s  
second  German o f f e n s i v e  was n o t  p a r t  o f  t h e  
B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B ulge.  C o n s e q u e n t ly ,  th o s e  
who p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  second  German o f f e n 
s i v e  i n  A lsa c e  a r e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  a s s o c i a t e  
membership and , as  su c h ,  would be  e n t i t l e d  
t o  t h e  same r i g h t s  and p r i v l e g e s  a s  members. 
A s s o c i a t e  members may be g r a n te d  t o  f a m i ly  
members o f  v e t e r a n s  e l i g i b l e  f o r  membership 
and t o  o t h e r s  on an i n d i v i d u a l  b a s i s .

------ J------ -
VBOB WELCOMES GEN, HASEROUCK

M a j. Gen. R obe r t  W. H asbrouck ,  commanding 
g e n e r a l  o f  t h e  7 th  Armored D iv i s i o n  d u r in g  
t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  Bu lge ,  has  j o i n e d  VBOB.
The 7 th  AD u n d e r  h i s  command p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  
t h e  m a jo r  f i g h t  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  S t .  V i th ,  
Belgiimi.

G ene ra l  H asbrouck  w ro te  t h a t  memories o f  
t h e  Bulge " w i l l  be em blazoned on my mind u n 
t i l  I d i e . "  He e x p r e s s e d  p l e a s u r e  when t o l d  
o f  t h e  number o f  7 th  AD men who had j o i n e d  
VBOB and s a i d  i t  was i n d i c a t i v e  o f  t h e i r  
s p i r i t .
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Form  l e f t  t o  r i g h t :  W ilT iam  C r e e n v i l l e , 8 6 t h  C h e m ic a l  M r o t a r  B a t t a l i o n ,  
a n d  c u r r e n t l y  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  V ic e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  VBOB; C ly d e  B o d e u ,  8^Lh 
I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n ,  f o u n d e r  a n d  now s e r v i n g  a s  t h e  f i r s t  p r e s i d e n t  o f  VBOB; 
t h e  R e v e r e n d  Edw ard  L .R .  E l s o n ,  7 5 th  I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n  who g a v e  the  I n v o c a 
t i o n  a t  t h e  c h a r t e r  m e e t i n g .  P h o to  by  G ordon Moodlie

Shown h e r e  a r e  a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  c h a r t e r  VBOB members a t t e n d i n g  t h e  m e e t i n g .  
V a r i o u s  a i r  a n d  g r o u n d  u n i t s  t h a t  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u lg e  a r e  
r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h i s  g r o u p .



"COMPANY COmANDEP/ '  
TO BE REPRINTED

T h is  book , by C h a r l e s  B. MacDonald, A VBOB 
member, was o r i g i n a l l y  p u b l i s h e d  by th e  
I n f a n t r y  J o u r n a l  P re s s  i n  1948. The l a t e  r e -  
knowned m i l i t a r y  h i s t o r i a n ,  S. L. A. M a r s h a l l ,  
c a l l e d  t h i s  book th e  b e s t  combat n a r r a t i v e  
t o  come o u t  o f  two w orld  w ars .  The s t o r y  
l i n e  i s  a v i v i d  ac co u n t  o f  t h e  i n f a n t r y  war 
in  t h e  ETO as  t o l d  by a young r i f l e  company 
commander who le d  Companies " I "  6 "G" o f  t h e  
23rd  I n f a n t r y  Regiment o f  t h e  2nd I n f a n t r y  
D iv i s i o n  th ro u g h  some o f  t h e  t o u g h e s t  f i g h t 
in g  i n  WWII, i n c lu d in g  t h e  B ulge.

Bantam War Book P aperback  S e r i e s  was t h e  
most r e c e n t  p u b l i s h e r  which s o ld  o u t .  A new 
r e p r i n t  has  been  s c h e d u le d  and sh o u ld  be on 
t h e  new stands  i n  May o r  June  o f  1982,

\ ir T  
VLl i . i n T T r o  n r«r\l I LO u r35TH

WWII EXPERIENCES

As t h e  r e s u l t  o f  v i s i t s  t o  t h e  George C. 
M a rsh a l l  R esea rch  F ou n d a tio n  i n  L ex in g to n ,  
V i r g i n i a ,  and t o  t h e  Army's M i l i t a r y  H i s to r y  
I n s t i t u t e  a t  C a r l i s l e  B a r ra c k s ,  P e n n s y lv a n ia ,  
VBOB r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a r e  d i s c u s s i n g  th e  l o c a 
t i o n  f o r  our  museum and l i b r a r y .

The c r i t i c a l  e lem en t a t  t h i s  t im e  i s  th e  
e x t e n t  t o  which VBOB members and o t h e r s  w i l l  
make a v a i l a b l e  on a perm anent b a s i s ,  now o r  
a t  a l a t e r  d a t e ,  u n i t  h i s t o r i e s ,  p e r s o n a l  
r e c o l l e c t i o n s ,  maps, p h o to g ra p h s ,  a r t i f a c t s ,  
s o u v e n i r s ,  and o t h e r  m a t t e r s  and i te m s  o f  
i n t e r e s t .

M i l i t a r y  h i s t o r i a n s  have t o l d  us  t h a t  
t h e r e  i s  a g r e a t  gap i n  C i v i l  War and World 
War I h i s t o r i c a l  r e c o r d s  b ec au se  t h e r e  was 
no c o n c e r te d  and c e n t r a l i z e d  e f f o r t  t o  c o l 
l e c t ,  c a t a l o g ,  m a in ta in ,  and d i s p l a y  such 
s i g n i f i c a n t  r e m in d e r s .

Let us  know now what you w i l l  d o n a te  by 
w r i t i n g  a c a rd  o r  l e t t e r  t o  M̂ L - VBOB, P. 0 . 
Box 11129, A r l in g to n ,  VA 22210.

VBOB member James G. G ra f f  has  w r i t t e n  
and p u b l i s h e d  an a c c o u n t  o f  h i s  World War I I  
e x p e r i e n c e s  e n t i t l e d  " R e f l e c t i o n s  o f  a Com- 
b e t  In fa n try m a n ;  A S o i u i e r  iji  “C ' Coiupa.ji^'. "  
J im  w ro te  t h i s  book a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  u f  h i s  
f a m i ly  so t h a t  a r e c o r d  o f  h i s  war s e r v i c e  
would be  p r e s e r v e d  f o r  g e n e r a t i o n s  t o  come. 
You can g e t  a copy o f  t h i s  by se n d in g  $4 d i 
r e c t l y  t o  James G r a f f ,  M iddletow n, IL 62666.

ARMOR MAGAZINE FEATURES  
R ELIE F OF BASTOGNE

The November-December, 1981 i s s u e  o f  
"Armor" m agazine c o n t a i n s  one s t o r y  which 
b r i e f s  i t s  r e a d e r s  on how th e  4 th  Armored D i
v i s i o n  p i e r c e d  t h e  r i n g  o f  German t r o o p s  t h a t  
s u r ro u n d e d  American arm ored and a i r b o r n e  
u n i t s .  The c o v e r  c o n t a in s  a w i n t e r  sc e n e  o f  
t h e  B ulge.  I t  can be o b ta in e d  by s e n d in g  $2 
t o  U.S. Armor A s s o c i a t i o n ,  P. O.Box " 0 " ,  F t .  
Knox, KY 40121.

VBOB NEEDS A MUSEUM AND LIBRARY
0n e* v e ry  im p o r ta n t  g o a l  i n  a c h i e v in g  our  

o b j e c t i v e  t o  p r e s e r v e  h i s t o r i c a l  d a t a  i s  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  a V e te ra n s  o f  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  
Bulge Museum and L ib r a r y .

A I R  CORPS PLAYED KEY , 
ROLE IN BULGE

The a i r  s u p p o r t  p ro v id e d  d u r in g  th e  U a t t i e  
o f  t h e  Bulge was c r i t i c a l l y  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  our 
f o r c e s  t o  be  v i c t o r i o u s .  S ubsequent n e w s l e t 
t e r s  w i l l  h i g h l i g h t  in f o r m a t io n  abou t a i r  
u n i t s ,

W ill iam  A. S im pkins ,  510th  F ig h t e r  
S quadron , i s  o u r  Vice P r e s id e n t  f o r  N a t io n a l  
and R eg iona l  C o o r d in a t io n .

CEBA I S  ACTIVE IN EUROPE
CEBA i s  t h e  acronym, in  F rench ,  f o r  

C e r c le  d 'E t u d e s  s u r  l a  b a t t a i l l e  des 
A rdennes .  Founded i n  1971 in  C le rv au x ,  
Luxembourg, i t s  aims a r e  v e r y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  
VBOB o b j e c t i v e s .

A c t i v i t i e s  in c lu d e  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  
"The Bulge" f o u r  t im e s  a n n u a l ly ,  c o l l e c t i o n  
o f  books and o t h e r  documents on th e  Bulge, 
o p e r a t i o n  o f  a museum, and welcoming c e r e 
monies f o r  v i s i t i n g  v e t e r a n s  and o t h e r s ,
A monument i s  p la n n e d .

C o rresp o n d e n ce  sh o u ld  be a d d r e s s e d  to  
Mme T i l l y  Kimmes, S e c r e t a r y ,  29, ru e  de 
H u n sd o r f ,  L -  7329 S t e i n s e l ,  Luxembourg.
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A PAL WE CALLED "AL"
By P e t e r  G. Dounis
2 91s t  R eg t.  "G" Co.
7 5 th  I n f a n t r y  Div.

A lb e r t  T. Pompa was n o t  an o r d in a r y  c h a r 
a c t e r ,  b u t  an e x t r a o r d i n a r y  s o l d i e r ,  who was 
k i l l e d  in  Grand H a l l e u x ,  Belgium. He was an 
u n f o r g e t a b l e  man o f  c o n f id e n c e  and courage  
I s t i l l  t h i n k  abou t to d a y !

A1 was k i l l e d  i n s t a n t l y ,  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  
noon a t  t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  sm a ll  chu rch  w h i le  
thaw ing  and hav ing  h o t  c o f f e e ,  J a n u a r y  16, 
1945.

How I remember, when t h a t  German 88 w h is 
t l e d  i n  and h i t  j u s t  o u t s i d e  t h e  c h u r c h ' s  
r e a r  room window where t h e  f i r e p l a c e  was 
b u rn in g  a warm, wood f i r e .  At t h e  same t im e ,  
S /S g t .  Wayne Boyer was h i t  and wounded 
th ro u g h  th e  s h o u ld e r .  He was a b l e  t o  walk 
t o  t h e  j e e p  t h a t  had been c a l l e d  and was t o  
c a r r y  him and A1 t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  a i d  s t a 
t i o n ,  s e t  up a t  t h e  h a i r p i n  t u r n ,  down t h e  
h i l l y  road  a t  th e  l a r g e  church  i n  t h e  town 
o f  Grdnd H a l le u x .

When A1 was b ro u g h t  by me, i n  t h a t  sem i-  
dark  and gloomy h a l lw ay  o f  t h e  sm a l l  ch u rc h  
on th e  s t r e t c h e r ,  h i s  head was wrapped w i th  
a GI b la n k e t  w i th  b lo o d  oozing  th r o u g h  th e  
o l i v e  d ra b ,  woolen f i b e r s .  He was as  s t i l l  
as s to n e  and h i s  f a c e  b l u i s h - g r a y .  That 
image I v i v i d l y  remember, t h r i t y - s e v e n  y e a r s  
l a t e r .  I t ' s  d e f i n i t e l y  a p a r t  o f  my l i f e  I 
I  knew I had l o s t  a f r i e n d  and we had l o s t  a 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  s o l d i e r .

L a t e r  I d i s c o v e r e d  and le a r n e d  t h a t  A1 
had p e r s o n a l l y  k i l l e d  12 o r  15 Germans on 
J a n u a ry  15th  d u r in g  t h e  a t t a c k  and had 
h e lp e d  many wounded th ro u g h o u t  t h e  long day 
and f r i g i d  n i g h t .  A s a l u t e  f i n a l l y  comes 
your  way! Yes, an in fa n t ry m a n  w i th  c o m p le te 
n e s s .

Who was t h i s  man from Lima, Ohio, whose 
m idd le  i n i t i a l  sh o u ld  have s to o d  f o r  to u g h .
A man we r e s p e c t e d  and looked  up t o  f o r  ad 
v i c e  and in n e r  s t r e n g t h  who was s e v e r a l  
y e a r s  o l d e r  t h a n  u s . . .  . w h i le  we were s t i l l  
i n  o u r  t e e n s .

He was a v o l u n t e e r  w i th  t h e  F i f t h  (Red 
Diamond) D iv i s io n  i n  1941, s e r v in g  i n  A laska

and I c e l a n d  p r i o r  t o  j o i n i n g  t h e  7 5 th  I n f a n 
t r y  D iv i s i o n  d u r in g  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1944 a t  
Camp B re c k e n b r id g e ,  Kentucky.

I was c o g n iz a n t  o f  o u r  im m edia te  o b j e c 
t i v e  and t h e  c a s u a l i t i e s  i n c u r r e d  on t h a t  
snowy and b i t t e r  c o ld  day ( -1 0  d e g r e e s )  o f  
J a n u a r y  15, 1945, b u t  I d id  n o t  r e a l i z e  
u n t i l  many y e a r s  l a t e r  t h a t  we were s p e a r 
h e a d in g  a d i v i s i o n a l  a t t a c k  w i th  t h e  F i r s t  
Army tow ards  S t .  V i th .

I had r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  c h u rc h  a p p r o x i 
m a te ly  0400 h o u r s  on J a n u a r y  16, a f t e r  c a r r y 
in g  am munition  t o  o u r  machine gun p o s i t i o n s  
on t h e  r i g h t  f l a n k .  Then, a f t e r  some s l e e p  
and fo o d ,  I p a t r o l l e d  around  t h e  ch u rc h  and 
l a t e r  s to o d  g u a rd  a t  i t s  p l a i n  e n t r a n c e .

I t  was s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  noon when I  saw a 
s o l d i e r  w a lk in g  down t h e  f r o s t y  p a t h  from 
t h o s e  Ardennes m oun ta in s  and f o r e s t s  and r e c 
o g n iz e d  him t o  be  A l,  lo o k in g  l i k e  a  r o b u s t  
j o v i a l  S a n ta  C laus  i n  GI f a t i g u e s  w i th  b a t 
t l e  g e a r  a t t a c h e d .  He had s u r v iv e d  t h e  
a t t a c k ,  t h e  day long and n i g h t  long  b a t t l e  
w i th  i t s  s t a c c a t o - l i k e  m urderous enemy f i r e  
a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  a d v e r s e  c o n d i t i o n s  and e l e 
m ents  .

G en e ra l  M ickle  would have  been  p ro u d  o f  
Al and h i s  d e e d s .  The g e n e r a l  was a t  t h e  
ch u rc h  and up i n  i t s  s t e e p l e  t o  o b s e rv e  t h e  
a c t i o n  on J a n u a r y  1 5 th .

The i r o n y  c o n c e rn in g  A l ' s  t r a g i c  d e a th  
was t h a t  he was k i l l e d  t h e  day a f t e r  t h e  b ig  
b a t t l e  a t  Grand H a l le u x  w h i le  r e s t i n g  a t  t h e  
c h u rc h ,  where we had jumped o f f  t h e  day b e 
f o r e  w i th  Company "G", t h e  l e a d  a t t a c k  u n i t .

He had r e t u r n e d  f o r  j u s t  a b r i e f  moment, 
b u t  i s  t h e r e  f o r e v e r !  T ru ly ,  an  unsung h e r o !

When I went back  t o  Belgium i n  1979 w i th  
members o f  t h e  2nd B a t t a l i o n ,  2 9 1 s t  I n f a n t r y  
Regim ent, we v i s i t e d  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  H e n r i -  
C h a p p e l le  C em etery  a t  A ubel,  Belgium , where 
many o f  o u r  7 5 th  men l a y  among o t h e r  g l o r i 
ous A m e r ic a n s .

PFC ALBERT T. POMPA 6991481 
P l o t  D, Roy 7, Grave 3.

"May h i s  S ou l R est  and h i s  S p i r i t  be  w i th  u s . "

To go back  and s e e  where o u r  men a r e  l a i d  
t o  e t e r n a l  r e s t  was a  v e r y  r e a l  and emo
t i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e .



T h is  y e a r ,  t h i r t y - s e v e n  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  
h i s t o r i c  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  Bulge o f  WWII, which 
i n c l u d e s  t h e  a c t i o n  a t  Grand H a l le u x ,  we i n 
t e n d  to  pay  t r i b u t e  and homage t o  o u r  com
r a d e s  who gave t h e  supreme s a c r i f i c e ,  " t h e i r  
l i v e s " ,  so  we c o u ld  r e t u r n  home i n  P eace and 
be F re e !  Some o f  u s  w h o lly  f u n c t i o n a l  and 
some p a r t i a l l y  f u n c t i o n a l ;  y e t  we sh o u ld  
th a n k  God we came home.

A f o u r  c o l o r  b ro n z e  m em orial p la q u e  w i th  
o u r  d i v i s i o n  i n s i g n i a  was p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  
Mayor o f  Grand H a l l e u x  on Ju n e  21, 1981. 
S e v e r a l  m i n i a t u r e  b ro n z e  p la q u e s  were a l s o  
p r e s e n t e d  f o r  p la c e m e n t  a t  t h e  c h u rc h  (now a 
s c h o o l )  where A1 was k i l l e d ,  and a t  t h e  
M ayor 's  o f f i c e  i n  V ie l s a lm ,  Belgium. These 
p l a q u e s ,  w i th  t h e i r  e t c h e d  words and symbols 
w i l l  t e l l  how we, t h e  liv r .ng  f e e l  abou t  our  
dead  f o r  c e n t u r i e s .

"ONLY THOSE AR£ DEAD WHO ARE FORGOTTEN"

To o b t a i n  t h e  book you must copy th e  f o l 
lowing l e t t e r  e x a c t l y  and e n c lo s e  a  U.S. 
P o s t a l  S e r v ic e  money o r d e r  i n  t h e  amount o f  
$20 .85  p a y a b le  t o  USA -  AG P u b l i c a t i o n s .

L e t t e r  f o l l o w s :

USA-AG P u b l i c a t i o n s  C e n te r  ( e n t e r  d a t e )
2800 E a s t e r n  Blvd.
B a l t im o re ,  MD 21220

Dear S i r s :

E n c lo sed  f i n d  money o r d e r  f o r  $20 .85  f o r  
CMH P u b l i c a t i o n  7-8 (The Ardennes: B a t t l e  
o f  t h e  B u lg e ) .

The Government P r i n t i n g  O f f ic e  su p p ly  o f  
t h i s  book has  been  ex h a u s te d  and I was r e 
f e r r e d  t o  USA-AG P u b l i c a t i o n s  C e n te r  by th e  
U. S. Army C e n te r  o f  M i l i t a r y  H i s to r y  in  
W ashington, D.C.

F I R S T  NAVY M B E R  J O I N S
Thomas M. Lalum ia o f  Bergen C ounty ,  N . J . ,  

was a s s ig n e d  a s s o c i a t e  c a rd  #7. Tom was in  
t h e  U.S. Navy a s s ig n e d  t o  a C o n s t r u c t io n  
B a t t a l i o n  in  t h e  P a c i f i c  d u r in g  WTV'II.He c u r 
r e n t l y  i s  w ork ing  f o r  t h e  V e te ra n s  S e r v ic e  
Bureau.

I t  may come as  a s u r p r i s e  t o  many o f  you 
t h a t  t h e r e  were two U.S. Navy u n i t s  in  t h e  
Ardennes d u r in g  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  Bu lge .  We 
hope t o  h e a r  from some o f  t h e s e  Navy men in  
t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e .

■ ■■

O F F I C I A L  BULGE HISTORY  
I S  AVAILABLE

I t  was r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  November, 1981 
n e w s l e t t e r  t h a t  t h e  o f f i c i a l  U.S. Army h i s 
t o r y ,  "The A rdennes:  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  Bulge" 
by Dr. Hugh C o le ,  was a v a i l a b l e  from t h e  
U .S. Government P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e  i n  W ashing
t o n ,  D.C. We have l e a r n e d  s i n c e  t h e n  t h a t  
t h i s  book i s  o u t  o f  s t o c k ,  b u t  a r e - p r i n t -  
in g  i s  b e in g  c o n s id e r e d  sometime i n  t h e  
f u t u r e .

(your  name 5 a d d re s s )

Remember, you must in c lu d e  a l l  o f  t h e  sam
p l e  l e t t e r  and e n c lo s e  t h e  money o r d e r  t o  
g e t  t h e  book.

THANKS FOR ALL DONATIONS
The VBOB w ishes  t o  thank  a.11 o f  th o s e  

members who were g r a c io u s  enough t o  in c lu d e  
a d o n a t io n  a lo n g  w i th  t h e i r  d u es .  These 
g i f t s  have ena b le d  us to  accom plish  more 
t h i n g s  th a n  we th o u g h t  would be p o s s i b l e  a t  
t h i s  e a r l y  s t a g e  o f  f o rm a t io n .  Thank you 
v e ry  much!

U . S .  ARMY BULGE D I V I S I O N S  LISTED
I n f a n t r y :  1 s t ,  2nd, 4 th ,  5 th ,  9 th ,  16 th ,  

2 8 th ,  3 0 th ,  3 5 th ,  7 5 th ,  76 th ,  
7 8 th ,  8 0 th ,  83 rd ,  8 4 th ,  87 th ,  
9 0 th ,  9 4 th ,  and 9 9 th .

Armored: 2nd, 3 rd ,  4 th ,  6 th ,  7 th ,  8 th ,  
9 th ,  1 0 th ,  and 11 th ,

A i rb o rn e :  17 th ,  82nd, and 1 0 1 s t .

VBOB, th ro u g h  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  LTC Jo se p h  
W hitehorne  o f  t h e  U .S. Army C e n te r  o f  M i l i 
t a r y  H i s t o r y ,  l o c a t e d  300 c o p ie s  o f  t h e  
book. F u r th e rm o re ,  t h e  good c o l o n e l  a r 
ran g e d  f o r  t h e i r  r e l e a s e  and s a l e  t o  our  
members,

I f  any o f  o u r  r e a d e r s  know v e t e r a n s  from 
t h e  above d i v i s i o n s ,  o r  a t t a c h e d  u n i t s ,  t e l l  
them a b o u t  VBOB. I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  we can a l s o  
p u t  them in  to u c h  w i th  t h e i r  own d i v i s i o n  a s 
s o c i a t i o n .  Major a i r  co rp s  u n i t s  w i l l  be 
l i s t e d  i n  a l a t e r  n e w s l e t t e r .
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PROGRESS I S  BEING MADE 
ON VBOB LOGOTYPE

A goa l  o f  VBOB i s  t h e  d e s ig n  o f  a  lo g o ty p e  
(symbol) r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  o u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  
The f i r s t  u se  f o r  a  logo would be on th e  l e t 
t e r h e a d  f o r  o u r  o f f i c i a l  c o r re sp o n d e n c e .  The 
same symbol would be u sed  on o t h e r  p r i n t e d  
m a t e r i a l s  such as  b ro c h u re s  and pam ph le ts  d e 
s c r i b i n g  VBOB.

We a r e  f o r t u n a t e  i n  hav in g  th e  v o l u n t e e r  
s e r v i c e s  o f  s e v e r a l  e x p e r t s  i n  t h e  h e r a l d i c  
f i e l d ,  i n c lu d in g  a r t i s t s ,  s c u l p t o r s ,  and 
o t h e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  whose knowledge o f  c o a t s  
o f  arms, sym bolic  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  d e s ig n  and 
emblazonment, w i l l  be i n v a l u a b l e  to  u s .
None o f  t h e s e  v o l u n t e e r s  a r e  v e t e r a n s  o f  t h e  
Ardennes Campaign, b u t  a l l  a r e  u n d e r s ta n d in g  
o f  o u r  d e s i r e  t o  d e p i c t  i t ,  and o u r  o r g a n i z a 
t i o n .

Our logo com m ittee  met w ith  t h e s e  e x p e r t s  
on J a n u a ry  7 th  to  b r i e f  them on VBOB, i t s  
pu rpose  and g o a l s  and o u r  need f o r  a r e p r e 
s e n t a t i v e  lo g o .  We p r o v id e d  a d e s c r i p t i o n  
o f  t h e  im p o r tan ce  and scope o f  t h e  Ardennes 
f i g h t i n g .  The d i s c u s s i o n  which fo l lo w e d  r e 
v e a le d  th e  problem  o f  in c lu d in g  r e p r e s e n t a 
t i o n  o f  a l l  n a t io n s  o r  even a l l  t h e  American 
m i l i t a r y  u n i t s  o r  a l l  t h e  g e o g r a p h ic a l  s i t e s  
o f  im p o r ta n t  engagements w i th in  t h e  Bulge.

Our logo com mittee (expanded t o  f i v e  mem
b e r s )  i n c lu d e s  v e t e r a n s  o f  a r t i l l e r y ,  armor 
and i n f a n t r y  combat u n i t s ,  p lu s  h i s t o r i c a l  
e x p e r t s  on th e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  Bulge.  Thus, 
bo th  our  t a c t i c a l ,  e m o tio n a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  
i n t e r e s t s  a r e  b e in g  s a fe g u a r d e d .

Members o f  t h e  com mittee a r e :  Demetri 
P a r i s  ( ch a irm an ) ,  F ra n ce s  W. D oher ty ,  P e t e r  
Dounis, N e i l  B. Thompson, Clyde D. Boden and 
David Ruby.

F u tu re  a p p l i c a t i o n s  o f  o u r  logo would be 
l a p e l  p i n s ,  b a n n e r s  f o r  n a t i o n a l  h e a d q u a r t e r s  
and c h a p te r s ,  j e w e l r y  such as  b e l t  b u c k l e s ,  
b o la  t i e s ,  p in s  and r i n g s ,  and t e e  s h i r t s ,  
desk  ornam ents ,  e t c .

82ND AIRBORNE VETS TO MEET
The 82nd A irb o rn e  D iv i s io n  A s s o c i a t i o n  

w i l l  h o ld  i t s  an n u a l  c o n v e n t io n  a t  D e t r o i t ,  
August 12-14. C o n ta c t  J im  E th e r to n ,  22524 
E u c l id ,  S t .  C l a i r  S h o re s ,  MI 48082.

EACH OF US CAN BE  
A PUBLIC RELATIONS S P E C I A L I S T

One o f  our  b i g g e s t  c h a l l e n g e s  f o r  1982 
w i l l  be t o  p u b l i c i z e  o u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  th ro u g h  
th e  m ed ia .  The b e s t  P u b l i c  R e l a t i o n s  p e o p le  
a r e  t h e  VBOB members. Many o f  you have  a l 
r e a d y  v o l u n t a r i l y  c o n t a c t e d  y o u r  l o c a l  news
p a p e r s ,  T.V. and r a d i o  s t a t i o n s .  Because o f  
t h e i r  e f f o r t s ,  o u r  membership r o s t e r  h a s  i n 
c r e a s e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y .

We a r e  a s k in g  each  o f  you t o  send  in  t h e  
f o l lo w in g  copy t o  you r  l o c a l  m edia o u t l e t s .

The V e te ra n s  o f  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  Bulge 
was o r g a n iz e d  on December 16, 1981, i n  
A r l i n g t o n ,  V i r g i n i a .  T h is  n a t i o n a l  group  o f  
v e t e r a n s  who f o u g h t  i n  t h e  e p i c  w i n t r y  World 
War I I  s t r u g g l e  37 y e a r s  ago i n  Belgium and 
Luxembourg aims t o  f o s t e r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p e a c e  
and g o o d w i l l ,  t o  p rom ote  f r i e n d s h i p  among 
v e t e r a n s  o f  t h a t  b a t t l e ,  t o  p e rp e tx ia te  t h e  
memory o f  t h e  s a c r i f i c e s  i n v o lv e d ,  and t o  p r e 
s e r v e  h i s t o r i c a l  d a t a  s i t e s .

A d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  can be  o b ta in e d  
from (your  name and a d d r e s s )  o r  from VBOB,
P. 0 .  Box 5510, A r l i n g t o n ,  VA 22205.

fiJUULS-

LUXEMBOURG H I STORIAN  
REQUESTS A S S I S T A N C E

H i s t o r i a n  Roland G aul,  who a lo n g  w i th  
f i v e  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  i s  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  ex -  
t a b l i s h  a l o c a l  museum and w r i t e  a  h i s t o r y ,  
b o th  o f  which w i l l  be c e n t e r e d  on t h e  Bulge 
a n d t t h e i r  hometown. Mr Gaul would p a r t i c u 
l a r l y  l i k e  t o  h e a r  from members o f  t h e  2nd, 
8 th ,  1 0 th ,  1 2 th ,  109 th  I n f a n t r y  R eg im ents ;
7 th  Combat E n g in e e r  Bn., Co. "A" 103rd Combat 
E n g in e e r  B n . ,  5 th  M edica l  B n . ,  1 0 7 th ,  1 0 8 th ,  
109 th  F i e l d  A r t i l l e r y  Bn’ s ,  and 9 t h  Armored 
D iv i s i o n .  He r e c e n t l y  r e c e i v e d  an e i g h t  
page  l e t t e r  from th e  1 0 th  Armored D iv i s i o n .
In  a d d i t i o n ,  he would l i k e  t o  g e t  h i s t o r i e s ,  
a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t s ,  and combat i n t e r v i e w s ,  
o f  fo rm e r  members o f  t h e  above named u n i t s ,  
a s  w e l l  a s  combat p h o to s .  I f  you can  h e l p ,  
send  m a t e r i a l s  t o :

Mr. Roland Gaul 
1 Rue S t .  N ic o la s  
L-9263 D ie k i r c h  
Luxembourg 
W est-Europe
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FROM THE E D I T O R S ROBERT TUCKER
Our j o b ,  a s  e d i t o r s ,  i s  t o  p u t  t o g e t h e r  a  

n e w s l e t t e r  t h a t  w i l l  m o t i v a t e  you  and  g e t  you 
a l l  f i r e d  u p  a b o u t  t h i s  new o r g a n i z a t i o n .

W e l l ,  i f  you  f e e l  a s  s t r o n g l y  a b o u t  w hat 
you  and  y o u r  u n i t  d i d  d u r i n g  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  
t h e  B u lg e  a s  y o u r  e d i t o r s  d o ,  you w o n ' t  n ee d  
much n u d g in g  t o  make o u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a  s u c 
c e s s .

What t h e n  a r e  y o u r  e d i t o r s  g o in g  t o  a s k  
o f  you?  We t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h i s  w ou ld  be  a 
good q u e s t i o n  t o  p u t  t o  y o u .  IsTiat w ould  you 
l i k e  t o  r e a d  i n  t h e  "B u lg e  B u g le " ?  War 
s t o r i e s ,  hum orous s t o r i e s ,  s t o r i e s  o f  unsu n g  
h e r o s ?  You t e l l  u s .

M ean tim e ,  wc w i l l  t r y  t o  g i v e  you  a  good 
n e w s l e t t e r ;  b u t  i f  you  d o n ' t  l i k e  i t ,  d o n ' t  
h e s i t a t e  t o  l e t  u s  know. D o n ' t  f o r g e t  t o  
t e l l  u s  i f  you  l i k e  i t  t o o .  I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  
i f  you h a v e  any  good send  them  w i t h
y o u r  d u e s .

E ." L u c k y "  L o ia c o n o ,  iO th  A rm 'd .  D i v . ,  E d i t o r  
P .  " P e t e "  D o u n is ,  7 5 th  I n f .  D i v . ,  A s s * t . E d i t o r

M rs.  L u c i l l e  H i l s m a n ,  P .  0 .  Box 1672 , 
P a y so n ,  AZ 85541, w ould  l i k e  t o  h e a r  f ro m  
any  B u lge  v e t e r a n  who rem em bers  h e r  b r o t h e r -  
i n - l a w ,  R o b e r t  T u c k e r .  Bob was a  member o f  
t h e  1 0 6 th  I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n  and was k i l l e d  
i n  a c t i o n  on t h e  n i g h t  o f  16 December 4 4 .
He was l a s t  s e e n  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  W i n t e r s p e l t ,  
B e lg iu m .

EUGENE MORELL
Mr. R. V. D i l l a r d ,  8055 C e d a r  B rook ,  S . 

H aven , MI 38671 ,  5 9 1 s t  F i e l d  A r t i l l e r y  Bn, 
1 0 6 th  D i v i s i o n ,  i s  t r y i n g  t o  t r a c k  down an 
o l d  w ar t im e  buddy  who s e r v e d  w i t h  h im i n  
t h e  5 9 1 s t .  H is  name i s  Eugene M o r e l l  o r  
M o r e l i a .  L a s t  known a d d r e s s  i s  146 West 
C h e s t n u t  S t r e e t ,  E a s t  R o c h e s t e r ,  NY.

★ ★ ★

ANNUAL DUES ARE $ 5 . 0 0 .
T V lM A T 'T r iM C : ARTT U T T T n n M P n

W I S H E S  FOR S U C C E S S  AND A PRAYER  
FROM THE NCOA

A c o n g r a t u l a t o r y  m e ssa g e  r e c e i v e d  f ro m  
P r e s i d e n t  Normand M. G o n sa u l s  o f  t h e  Non Com
m i s s i o n e d  O f f i c e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  U n i te d  
S t a t e s  o f  A m er ic a  c o n t a i n s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
p a r a g r a p h s :

"As i t  was when o u r  A s s o c i a t i o n  was f i r s t  
fo u n d e d  i n  S e p te m b e r ,  1960 , t h e  f o r m a t i v e  
y e a r s  f o r  t h e  VBOB a r e  s t i l l  a h e a d .  W ith 
sound  l e a d e r s h i p ,  a  s p i r i t  o f  c o o p e r a t i o n  
among y o u r  e l e c t e d  o f f i c e r s ,  and  a  ' w i l l  t o  
w in '  I h a v e  no d o u b t  t h a t  y o u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
w i l l  grow and  p r o s p e r  i n  t h e  m onths  and  y e a r s  
a h e a d .

"On b e h a l f  o f  our.’ more t h a n  2 5 0 ,0 0 0  mem
b e r s ,  I  w is h  you s u c c e s s  i n  a l l  y o u r  e n d e a v 
o r s  and  p r a y  t h a t  a l l  A m er ic an s  w i l l  n e v e r  
f o r g e t  t h e  s a c r i f i c e s  made b y  o u r  g a l l a n t  
f o r c e s  d u r i n g  t h a t  b i t t e r  c a m p a ig n  37 y e a r s  
a g o . "

V E T E R A N S  O F  T H E  

OF TH£
WW II

CHARTER MME

NAME
IS A MEMBER IN GOOD STANDING 

19 ___

Ju rn b e r Official /

THOSE WHO JOIN PRIOR TO 
JULY 1 ,  1 9 82 ,  WILL BE 
CHARTER MEMBERS

- 11 -

“T he Battle of the Bulge was the greatest 
battle ev er  fought by the United States 
Army." C h a r le s  B M a cD o n a ld

M ilitary H istorian  a n d  A u th o r



VETERANS
o f the
BATTLE 
OF THE 
BULGE

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

P.O. Box 5510 
Arlington, Virginia 22205

Application for M em bership

VETERANS OF THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE
P.O. Box 5510. Arlington, Virginia 22205 

ANNUAL DUES: $5 .0 0  

DONATIONS ARE WELCOME

Name _________________________________________________________________________________________ Birtlidate_

Address ________________________________ _______________________________________ Phone (_______ ) ______

C ity _______________________________________________S ta te _________________________ ______________________ Zip_

Unit(s) to which assigned during period D ecem ber 1944-January 2 5 , 1945 (Div, Regt, Bn, C o ) _______________

Campaign Ribbons and Battle stars awarded

W ounded. 

Captured .

Make check or m oney order payable to VBOB and mail with this application to above address


