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VBOB PLANNING PEACEFUL REVISIT 
TO THE ARDENNES IN 1984

The 1 6 th  o f  Decem ber 1984 w i l l  mark  t h e  4 0 th  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  A rd e n n e s  Campaign 
p o p u l a r l y  kno\\7i a s  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u lg e .  I t  was t h e  g r e a t e s t  b a t t l e  e v e r  f o u g h t  by  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Army i n v o l v i n g  two f i e l d  a r m i e s ,  two t a c t i c a l  a i r  commands, s i x  c o r p s ,  t h r e e  
a i r b o r n e  d i v i s i o n s ,  e i g h t  a rm o re d  d i v i s i o n s  and  e i g h t e e n  i n f a n t r y  d i v i s i o n s .  The t o t a l  
num ber  o f  U .S .  c a s u a l t i e s  i n  t h e  ca m p a ig n  was 7 5 ,4 8 2  o f  w h ich  8 ,4 0 7  w ere  k i l l e d ;  4 6 ,1 7 0  
wounded an d  2 0 ,9 0 5  w ere  m i s s i n g  i n  a c t i o n .

VBOB i s  c u r r e n t l y  p l a n n i n g  a t r i p  b a c k  t o  t h e  A rd e n n e s  f o r  i t s  members i n  t h e  f a l l  
o f  1984 .  T h i s  t im e  i t  w i l l  b e  a p e a c e f u l  i n v a s i o n  t o  r e v i s i t  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u lge  a r e a ,  
t o  r e t r a c e  t h e  s t e p s  we to o k  so  many y e a r s  a g o ,  r e m i n i s c e ,  and  t o  p a y  t r i b u t e  t o  t h o s e  o f  
o u r  c o m ra d e s  t h a t  d i d  n o t  come b a c k .

S i n c e  t h e  w e a t h e r  i s  q u i t e  b ad  i n  E u ro p e  d u r i n g  D ecem ber,  a s  we a l l  know v e r y  w e l l ,  
we a r e  p l a n n i n g  t h e  t o u r  f o r  t h e  l a t e  S e p te m b e r  e a r l y  O c to b e r  t im e  p e r i o d .  The m ain  t o u r  
i s  b e i n g  p l a n n e d  f o r  a b o u t  10 d a y s  d u r a t i o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  p r o v i s i o n s  w i l l  b e  p o s s i b l e  f o r  
t h o s e  who w is h  t o  l e a v e  f o r  E u ro p e  e a r l y  and  j o i n  t h e  t o u r  t h e r e  o r  f o r  t h o s e  who w an t 
t o  e x t e n d  t h e i r  s t a y  b e y o n d  t h e  p l a n n e d  d a t e s .

On t h e  a i r  t r a v e l  p o r t i o n  we a r e  l o o k i n g  a t  two p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  In  one  p a c k a g e  t h e  
a i r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  w i l l  b e  f ro m  a num ber o f  c i t i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  U .S .  t o  a r e n d e z v o u s  
c i t y  n e a r  t h e  b a t t l e  a r e a  - p o s s i b l y  Luxembourg C i t y  o r  B r u s s e l s .  A n o th e r  p o s s i b i l i t y  
w i l l  b e  t o  r e n d e z v o u s  i n  a  U .S .  c i t y ,  p o s s i b l y  W a s h in g to n ,  D.C. and  f l y  t o  B r u s s e l s  a s  a 
g r o u p .

T o u r i n g  o f  t h e  b a t t l e  a r e a  i s  b e i n g  p l a n n e d  i n  two p a r t s .  The f i r s t  p a r t  w i l l  c o n 
s i s t  o f  a m o to r  b u s  t o u r  o f  t h e  o v e r a l l  b a t t l e  a r e a  t o  g i v e  u s  ar, a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  i t s  s i z e  
an d  t o  s e e  p a r t s  t h a t  we w ere  u n a b l e  t o  s e e  d u r i n g  t h e  b a t t l e .  In  t h e  s e c o n d  p a r t ,  t r a n s 
p o r t a t i o n  w i l l  b e  a r r a n g e d  f o r  sm .all g r o u p s  o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  v i s i t  s p e c i f i c  b a t t l e  s i t e s .  
T h e r e  w i l l  b e  s u f f i c i e n t  t im e  a t  t h e s e  s i t e s  f o r  e a c h  o f  u s  t o  r e t r a c e  o u r  s t e p s ,  s e a r c h  
o u t  e v i d e n c e  o f  o u r  h a v i n g  b e e n  t h e r e  and  t o  m ee t and c h a t  w i t h  some o f  t h e  l o c a l  c i t i z e n s .  
No d o u b t  some o l d  a c q u a i n t a n c e s  w i l l  b e  r e n e w e d .

D u r in g  t h e  t o u r ,  v ^ i s i t s  Vvill b e  inade t o  t h e  IIsmiTi and  l l e n r i  C h a p p e l l e  C e m e t e r i e s  in  
Luxembourg and  Belgium, r e s p e c t i v e l y  t o  pay  t r i b u t e  t o  o u r  f a l l e n  c o i r r a d e s . V i s i t s  v . ' i i l  
a l s o  b e  made t o  a num ber o f  p o i n t s  o f  i n t e r e s t  su c h  a s  t h e  P a t t o n  Konujrent i n  E t t l c b i u c k ,  
t h e  monument t o  t h e  Unknown GI o f  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u lge  b e i n g  e r e c t e d  i n  C l e r v a u x ,  t h e  
monument and  m.useum i n  E a s t o g n e ,  t h e  monuments i n  Malmiedy and  S t .  V i t h  and  o t h e r s .  The 
monument i n  C l e r v a u x  i s  b e i n g  b u i l t  by  t h e  " C e r c l e  d ' e t u d e s  s u r  l a s  B a t a i l l e  c’e s  A rd e n n e s ' '  
(CEBA), an  o r g a n i z a t i o n  in  Luxembourg d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  s t u d y  and  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  t h e  m.em.ory 
o f  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u lg e .  We w i l l  m eet many o f  t h e  members d u r i n g  t h e  v i s i t .  T le y  a r e  
v e r y  f r i e n d l y ,  e x t r e m e l y  k n o w le d g e a b l e  on a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  b a t t l e  and  t h e y  a r e  w a i t i n g  
t o  g r e e t  u s  i n  1984 . The monum ent, t o  b e  d e d i c a t e d  on Septem iber 11,  1983 ,  w i l l  h a v e  on 
i t s ' b a s e  t h e  i n s i g n i a s  o f  a l l  u n i t s  t h a t  f o u g h t  i n  Luxembourg and  l i b e r a t e d  i t  f rom  t h e  
G erm a n s .

S o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  i n c l u d e  r e c e p t i o n s ,  l u n c h e o n s  and  d i n n e r s  w i l l  be  p l a n n e d  i n  c o n 
j u n c t i o n  w i t h  l o c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  i n c l u d e  g o v e rn m e n t  and  c i t y  o f f i c i a l s .  F r e e  t i m e ,  
s h o p p in g  t o u r s  and  v i s i t s  t o  n o n - b a t t l e  c o n n e c t e d  p o i n t s  o f  i n t e r e s t  w i l l  a l s o  b e  a r r a n g e d .

Our o b j e c t i v e  w i l l  b e  t o  g e t  t h e  b e s t  p o s s i b l e  h o t e l  a c c o m m o d a t io n s  and  t r a n s p o r t a 
t i o n  s e r v i c e s  a t  t h e  l o w e s t  p o s s i b l e  c o s t .  F o r  t h e  1 0 -d a y  t o u r  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  a i r  p o r t i o n ,  
i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  p r i c e  w i l l  b e  i n  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d  o f  $ 1 ,3 0 0  p e r  p e r s o n .  We a r e  t r y i n g  
t o  g e t  a  f i r m  p r i c e  a s  soon  a s  p o s s i b l e .
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A r e t u r n  t o  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  b a t t l e  w i l l  u n d o u b te d ly  p r o v id e  u s  w i th  many new memories 
and e x p e r i e n c e s .  One o f  t h e  more r e f r e s h i n g  ones w i l l  be  t h e  f r i e n d l i n e s s  o f  t h e  B e lg ia n s  
and Luxembourgers who c o n s i d e r  t h e  American s o l d i e r  a s  t h e  l i b e r a t o r  o f  t h e i r  c o u n t r i e s .
On any g iv e n  Sunday you can s e e  t h e  n a t i v e s  v i s i t i n g  t h e  American c e m e te r i e s  o r  t o  c l e a n  
and l a y  f l o w e r s  a t  t h e  many monuments to  American u n i t s  t h a t  fo u g h t  i n  t h a t  cam paign .

You a r e  en c o u rag ed  t o  b r i n g  y o u r  sp o u s e ,  c h i l d r e n  o r  g r a n d c h i l d r e n  a lo n g  on t h i s  v e r y  
s p e c i a l  t r i p .  T h is  w i l l  g iv e  each  o f  u s  a w o n d er fu l  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  show them t h e  s o u r c e s  
o f  t h e  many, many war s t o r i e s  t h e y  have  l i s t e n e d  t o  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .  To a s s i s t  u s  i n  com
p l e t i n g  th e  r e q u i r e d  p l a n n i n g ,  i t  w i l l  be n e c e s s a r y  a t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  p o s s i b l e  d a t e  t o  have  
an a c c u r a t e  c o u n t  o f  members and g u e s t s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  making t h e  t r i p  w i th  u s .  I t  i s  
t h e r e f o r e  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  form  below be  com ple ted  and m a i le d  t o  t h e  f o l lo w in g  a d d r e s s :

V e te ra n s  o f  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  Bulge 
Tour D i r e c t o r  
P. 0 .  Box 11129
A r l i n g t o n ,  V i r g i n i a  22210-2129

I am i n t e r e s t e d  in  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  t h e  VBOB sp o n so re d  t r i p  t o  Europe d u r in g  t h e  F a l l  o f  
1984 to  t o u r  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  Bulge a r e a .  I w i l l  be accom panied  by ______  g u e s t ( s ) .

NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY STATE ZIP

NOTE: T h i s  s u b m i t t a l  i s  aimed a t  o b t a i n i n g  an a c c u r a t e  show o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  t r i p  and 
does n o t  commit th e  member i n  any way. In t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e  when th e  t o u r  p l a n s  a r e  
f i r m ,  how ever,  each  i n t e r e s t e d  member and g u e s t  w i l l  be  a s k e d  to  make a sm a l l  down 
payment (p ro b a b ly  $100) t o  i n d i c a t e  a d e f i n i t e  commitment.

A pplication for M em b ersh ip

V ETE RA N S OF THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE
P O  Box ,1129. Arlington. Virginia 22210-2129 

A N N U A L  D U E S  1 5 0 0  
D O N A T I O N S  ARE WELCOME

N am e _________  ______________________________________________________________  Birthdate

A d d r e s s -----------  „ _____________________ _________________ ___________ P h on e I

C it y --------------------------------------------------------------------------------- S t a t e _____________________________________________________Zip_

U nit(s) to w hich  a ssign ed  during p en od  D e c e m b e r  16. 1944-January 25. 1945 (Div. Regt, Bn. C o ) ________________

C am paign  R ibbons and Battle stars aw arded

W o u n d e d ________ , _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _

C a p t u r e d _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _



VBOB OFFICERS AND STAFF

Ci.yUE u .  BODEN, P r e s i d e n t  
8 4 t h  I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n

WILLIAM T . GREENVILLE, E x e c u t i v e  V. P r e s .  
8 6 t h  C h e m ic a l  M o rta r  B a t t a l i o n

WILLIAM A. SIMPKINS, V . P r e s i d e n t  f o r  
N a t i o n a l  and R e g i o n a l  C o o r d i n a t i o n  
XIX TAG, 9 t h  A i r  F o r c e

EUGENE G. DROUILLARD, V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  f o r
M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s
7 5 t h  I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n

WILLIAM R. HEMPHILL, S e c r e t a r y - T r e a s u r e r  
3 rd  Armored D i v i s i o n

ROBERT VAN HOUTEN, V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  f o r  
M em bersh ip
1 6 t h  F i e l d  A r t i l l e r y  O b s e r v a t i o n  Bn.

Q. C.  DE ANGELIS, R e c o r d in g  S e c r e t a r y
2 3 rd  S p e c i a l  T r o o p s ,  1 2 t h  Army Group

ELTURINO L. LOIACONO, E d i t o r  
1 0 t h  Armored D i v i s i o n

PETER G. DOUNIS, A s s i s t a n t  E d i t o r  
7 5 t h  I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n

ANN K. GRAY, C o m p o s i t i o n  T y p i s t  
A s s o c i a t e  Member

DEMITRI PARIS, Logo & P . R.  Chairm an  
9 t h  Armored D i v i s i o n

ARCHIVES AND LIBRARY 
Our A r c h i v e s / L i b r a r y  i s  s l n w i y ,  bTit 

s u r e l y  g r o w in g .  In  D ecem ber,  a t  o u r  Gen
e r a l  M em bersh ip  M e e t i n g ,  we r e c e i v e d  s e v 
e r a l  g i f t s  o f  m a t e r i a l  w h ic h  members 
t h o u g h t f u l l y  b r o u g h t  w i t h  them , o r  m a i l e d  
t o  u s .  T h e se  i n c l u d e  s u c h  t h i n g s  a s  p u b 
l i s h e d  h i s t o r i e s  o f  u n i t s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  
t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u lg e ;  n e w s p a p e r s  and  
m a g a z in e s  o f  December 1944 an d  J a n u a r y  
1945 , r e l a t i n g  w ha t was g o i n g  on " a t  t h e  
F r o n t " ;  p e r s o n a l  a c c o u n t s  o f  t h e  B a t t l e ;  
a summary o f  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  s i t u a t i o n  a s  
i t  a p p e a r e d  t o  G2 a t  B a s to g n e ;  m a t e r i a l  
c o l l e c t e d  on t h e  Malmedy M a s s a c r e ;  p h o t o 
g r a p h s ;  e t c .

A l l  o f  t h e  i t e m s  r e c e i v e d  so  f a r  h a v e  
b e e n  c a t a l o g u e d  and  f i l e d  i n  s p e c i a l l y -  
t r e a t e d  f o l d e r s  ( t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e m ) ,  w i t h  
t h e  name o f  t h e  d o n o r .  How ever,  we n e e d  
m o re ,  much i r o r e ! I f  you  h a v e  a n y t h i n g  a t  
a l l  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u lge  
- -  o r  y o u r  own s t o r y  t o  t e l l  - -  w o n ' t  you  
s e n d  i t  t o :

F r a n c e s  D o h e r t y ,  A r c h i v i s t  
V e t e r a n s  o f  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u lge  
P. 0 .  Box 11129 
A r l i n g t o n ,  VA 2 2 2 1 0 -2 1 2 9

D u r in g  t h e  f i r s t  a n n u a l  f e n e r a l  ^ iem bersh ip  
M e e t in g  o f  t h e  VBCE, B i l l  S im p k in s  was 
t a l k i n g  t o  a n o t h e r  member who name i s  
E l l e r y  S w e a t .  D u r in g  t l i e  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  
B i l l  m e n t io n e d  t h a t  S w ea t i s  a  v e r y  u n -

irxd m e e t i n g  o n l y
one  o t h e r  p e r s o n  w i t h  t h a t  surnam .e.  I t  was 
when h e  was a b o u t  t w e l v e  y e a r s  o f  ag e  and  
was v i s i t i n g  w i t h  h i s  g r a n d m o t h e r  i n  
F l o r i d a .  She l i v e d  i n  Palm B each ,  b u t  a l s o  
h a d  a p l a c e  on t h e  T ro i i t  R i v e r  n e a r  
J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  and  w h i l e  v i s i t i n g  i n  t h a t  
c i t y ,  s h e  t o o k  B i l l  t o  a c o u n t r y  c l u b  f o r  
l u n c h .  T h e r e ,  s h e  i n t r o d u c e d  B i l l  t o  a 
f e l l o w  named Rex Sw eat who was t h e  s h e r i f f  
o f  D u v a l l  C o u n ty .  T h a t  f e l l o w  Rex, i s  a 
r e l a t i v e  o f  E l l e r y  S w eat who i s  a VBOB mem
b e r .  T h a t  was c o i n c i d e n c e  e n o u g h ,  b u t  i t  
c o n t i n u e d .  B i l l  m e n t io n e d  t h a t  h e  was i n  
t h e  9 t h  AF d u r i n g  hW II ,  and  t h a t  h i s  f o r 
mer C»<0., C o l .  R a lp h  J e n k i n s ,  s w i t c h e d  f ro m  
f i g h t e r s  t o  b o m b e rs ,  and  was Wing Commander 
i n  SAC, f l y i n g  E - 5 2 ' s .  S w eat s a i d  h e  h a d  
m et t h e  C o l o n e l  and  had  f lo w n  w i t h  h im  i n  
SAC. S w ea t  was i n  a  u n i t  t h a t  n 1 i t p H
i n  e l e c t r o n i c  w a r f a r e  e q u i p m e n t .
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ARDENNES

Oh, s h i n i n g  S t a r  so h ig h  i n  sp a c e  
Now s h in e s  upon a  H allow ed p l a c e .
You h e lp e d  t o  g u id e  t h e  s i l k s  t h a t  f a l l  
On s t a t e l y  P in e s  w i th  t h e i r  snowy w a l l s .

On t r a c k s  t h a t  show t h e i r  p r i n t e d  t r e a d  
The f o o t  p r i n t s  t h e r e  and s p o t s  o f  r e d .
On r i f l e s  d ropped  i n  snow and s t r e a m  
Did s t o p  t h e  c a u s e  o f  young m e n 's  dream.

From gloomy s k i e s  o u r  P l a n e ' s  we w a i t  
From t h e  snow and c o ld  -  we m e d i t a t e .
The h e lm e t  t h e r e  upon t h e  g ro u n d -  
He d i s a p p e a r e d  and was n o t  fo u n d .

With s h i n i n g  S t a r  so h ig h  i n  p l a c e  
We p r a y  t h a t  They d id  s e e  G od 's  f a c e .
T ha t  we may f i n d  t h e i r  p e a c e  above
Oh, L o rd ,  p l e a s e  b l e s s  u s  w i th  y o u r  lo v e .

- a n th o n y  a .  k o r t e  
3 rd  Armored D iv .

F e b ru a ry  1983

REUNIONS AND TOURS

2 8 th  I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n ,  Ju n e  23 -2 5 ,  1983, 
W ash ing ton ,  PA. C o n ta c t  W il l ia m  D. S m ith ,  
2530 M u llo o ly  S t . ,  P i t t s b u r g ,  PA 15227.

705 th  Tank D e s t r o y e r  B a t t a l i o n ,  A lad d in  
H o te l ,  Las Vegas, Nev. Ju n e  15 -1 9 ,  1983

285 th  F i e l d  A r t i l l e r y  O b s e r v a t io n  B a t t a l i o n ,  
S ep tem ber  9 -1 1 ,  S h e r a to n  In n ,  G e t ty s b u rg ,
PA

2 7 th  Armored I n f a n t r y  B a t t a l i o n ,  9 th  
Armored D i v i s i o n .  ETO B a t t l e f i e l d  Tour 
s t a r t i n g  Septem ber  17, 1983. C o n ta c t  
2 7 th  AIB, P. 0 .  Box 28, G len d o ra ,  NJ 08029

87 th  I n f .  D iv i s i o n  w i l l  h o ld  i t s  34 th  
a n n u a l  r e u n io n  S e p t .  2 1 -25 ,  1983 i n
N a s h v i l l e ,  Tenn. Chairman W il l ia m  Meyers .
C346 R e g t .  Co. I )  Box 1132, N a s h v i l l e ,  Tenn. t h e  F i r s t  D i v i s i o n .

CONGRilTUIATOIlY NOTES RECEr^M)

VB03 ackncfvjledges l e t t e r s  o f  s u p p o r t  from  
t h e  fo U o v r in g  o r g a n i z a t i o n s j  

The I t th  i ln t io red  D i v i s i o n  
S o c i e t y  o f  t h e  F i f t h  D i v i s i o n ,  USA 
The 6 t h  Arm ored D i v i s i o n  
The 7 th  Armored D i v i s i o n  
The 9 t h  Airoored D i v i s i o n  
The lO th  A nnored  D i v i s i o n  
The 1 1 th  Armored D i v i s i o n  
The 1 7 th  A i r b o r n e  D i v i s i o n  
The S o c i e t y  o f  t h e  2 8 th  D i v i s i o n ,  AEF 
The 3 0 th  I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n  
The 3 5 th  I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n  
The 7 5 th  I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n  
The 76t h  I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n  
The 78t h  I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n  
The Both I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n  
The 8 3 rd  I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n  
The 8ij.th I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n  
The 87t h  I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n  
The 90t h  I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n  
The 9Uth I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n  
The 99t h  I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n  
The 1 0 6 th  I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n  
N a t i o n a l  l i th  I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n  A sso c .
The 6 t h  US C a v a l ry
V e te r a n s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  12 tl i  In fa n t r ; ; - ,  KG NY 
8 6 th  C hem ica l  I-ior tor  B a t t a l i o n  
1 3 1 s t  O rd in an ce  A s s o c i a t i o n  ( 9 t h  Airao D iw .)  
21iith  L l i l i t a r j ’- P o l i c e  Corapany 
2 8 5 th  F i e l d  A r t i U e r y  O b s e r v a t io n  B a t t a l 
i o n  o
2 9 1 s t  l in g in e e r  Combat B a t t a l i o n  
320t h  I n f a n t i y  R eg im en t 
3 8 8 th  Bomb Group 
390t h  AJ\A A17 B a t t a l i o n  
S e r v i c e  B a t te r j^ ,  3 i;3rd  F .  A, 
i;62nd AW ! 3 a t t a l i o n  (A/*)
526t h  Armored I n f a n t r y  B a t t a l i o n  
5 5 l s t  P a r a c h u te  I n f a n t r y  B a t t a l i o n  
27t h  Arm ored I n f a n t r y  B a t t a l i o n  
The S econd  I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n  
The T h i r d  /a in o re d  D i v i s i o n  

557t h  AAA B a t t a l i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n  
70ltth  Tank D e s t r o y e r  B a t t a l i o n  
712t h  Tank jB a t t a l io n  
705t h  Tank D e s t r o y e r  B a t t a l i o n  
7U0th Tank B a t t a l i o n  
7 7 3 rd  Tank D e s t r o y e r  B a t t a l i o n  
926t h  S i g n a l  B a t t a l i o n

We have  n o t  h e a r d  f rom  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d i v i 
s i o n  a s s o c i a t i o n s ;  82nd A i r b o r n e ,  1 0 1 s t  Ai 
A i r b o r n e ,  5 th  A nnored , 8 th  A i r b o r n e ,  2 6 th  
I n f a n t r y ,  2nd  Armored and. t h e  S o c i e t y  o f

VBOB would  l i k e  t o

37211. h e a r  t h e s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,

- 5 -



GI MONUMENT IN LUXEMBOURG TO SAVE BASTOGNF,

A l l  A m e r ic a n  m i l i t a r y  u n i t s  w h ich  p a r t i 
c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u lg e  i n  t h e  
Luxem bourg A rd e n n e s  a r e a  h a v e  b e e n  i n v i t e d  
t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  d e d i c a t i o n  o f  a mon
um ent t o  t h e  Unknown GI o f  t h a t  h i s t o r i c  
b a t t l e .

The b r o n z e ,  l i f e - s i z e  s t a t u e  o f  a GI 
w i l l  b e  d e d i c a t e d  on S e p te m b e r  11 ,  19S3, 
a t  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  town o f  C l e r v a u x .
The d e d i c a t i o n  i s  t h e  c u l m i n a t i o n  o f  a 10 
y e a r  g o a l  by  t h e  C i r c l e  o f  S t u d i e s  o f  t h e  
B a t t l e  o f  A rd e n n e s  , a Luxembourg
h i s t o r i c a l  a s s o c i a t i o n .

CEBA h o p e s  t o  h a v e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f rom  
a l l  u n i t s  w h ic h  f o u g h t  i n  Luxembourg d u r 
i n g  t h e  b a t t l e .  B oth  i n d i v i d u a l s  and  Army 
u n i t s  h a v i n g  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  
t o  n o t i f y  an d  o b t a i n  d e t a i l s  f ro m ;

J e a n  MTT,MET STEP. 
1, Rue de B rouch  
L -7481 TUNTANGE 
G. D. Luxem.bours

o r C a.in il lc  P . Kohn 
35A r u e  S e r v a i s  
L -7565 MERSCH 
Luxem.bourg

R e f e r  t o  p a g e  4 o f  t h e  S e p te m b e r ,  1982 
BULGE BUGLE f o r  t h e  names and  a d d r e s s e s  o f  
CEBA m e m b e r s  i n  O t h e r  c i t i e s  who w i l l  w e l 
come v i s i t s  f ro m  s o l d i e r s  who f o u g h t  i n  
L u x em b o u rg .

VBOB w elcom es r e p o r t s  and  p h o t o s  f ro m  
a l l  t h o s e  who v i s i t  t h e  monument i n  
C l e r v a u x  o r  m e e t  w i t h  CEBA m em bers .  Send 
y o u r  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  BULGE BUGLE - P. 0 .  Bux 
11129 in  A r l i n g t o n ,  VA 222 1 0 .  P l e a s e  men
t i o n  y o u r  IW II  M i l i t a r y  U n i t .

IRS GRANTS VBOB INCOME TAX 
EXEMPT STATUS

The I n t e r n a l  R evenue S e r v i c e  h a s  d e t e r 
m in e d  t h a t  VBOB i s  exem pt f ro m  incom e t a x  
a s  a w ar  v e t e r a n s *  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  T h e r e f o r e ,  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  VBOB a r e  t a x  d e d u c t i b l e ;  
t h i s  d o e s  n o t  i n c l u d e  d u e s .

by R o b e r t  F .  P h i l l i p s  -  S t e i n  5 Day, 1983

( A n o th e r  new book  i n  t h e  w r i t i n g  s t a g e s  by 
a VBOB member)

From t h e  1 6 th  t o  t h e  2 0 th  o f  December 
1944 ,  2 8 th  I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n  u n i t s  f o u g h t  
t h e  s u p e r i o r  German f o r c e s  e a s t  o f  B a s to g n e  
i n  a d e l a y i n g  a c t i o n  w h ic h  d e c im a te d  t h e i r  
own t r o o p s ,  w h i l e  g a i n i n g  t im e  f o r  t h e  o c 
c u p a t i o n  and  d e f e n s e  o f  t h a t  c i t y  by t h e  
A m er ic an  f o r c e s .  T h i s  b a t t l e ,  w h ich  was 
o v e r sh a d o w e d  by  t h e  more d r a m a t i c  d e f e n s e  
o f  B a s to g n e ,  i s  r e l a t e d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e  
i n  t h i s  b o o k .  The a c t i o n  b e g a n  a t  dawn on 
t h e  L uxem bourg /G erm an b o r d e r ,  w i t h  a t t a c k s  
by  t h r e e  and  l a t e r  f o u r  Germ.an d i v i s i o n s  
a g a i n s t  t h e  1 1 0 th  I n f a n t r y  R eg im en t  o f  t h e  
2 8 th  I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n  an d  i t s  s u p p o r t i n g  
a r t i l l e r y ,  e n g i n e e r ,  a n t i a i r c r a f t ,  and  t a n k  
u n i t s .

Soon a f t e r  t h e  i n i t i a l  a s s u a l t ,  t h e  b a t 
t l e  b r o k e  up i n t o  i s o l a t e d  a c t i o n s  a l o n g  
t h e  e n t i r e  1 1 0 th  I n f a n t r y  f r o n t ,  w i t h  e a c h  
r i f l e  company a t t e m p t i n g  t o  h o l d  i t s  f o r 
t i f i e d  town a g a i n s t  o v e rw h e lm in g  o d d s .
R a d io  and  w i r e  com m iun ica t ions  w ere  a l m o s t  
n o n - e x i s t e n t  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  d a y ,  and  ea c h  
u n i t  was f o r c e d  t o  f i g h t  i n  n e a r l y  t o t a l  
i s o l a t i o n .  By t h e  t h i r d  day  many o f  t h e s e  
u n i t s  w ere  o u t  o f  r a n g e  o f  f r i e n d l y  a r t i l 
l e r y  s u p p o r t  a s  t h e  Germ.an f o r c e s  d r o v e  
d e e p e r  and  d e e p e r  i n t o  t h e  A m erican  r e a r  
a r e a s .  Tlie r i f l e  c o m p a n ie s  w ere  t h e n  l e f t  
w i t h  t h e  c h o i c e  o f  e i t h e r  s t a y i n g  i n  p l a c e  
and  f i g h t i n g  a s  lo n g  a s  t h e r e  was ammuni
t i o n  o r  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  b r e a k  c u t  t o  t h e  w e s t .  
N e a r l y  a l l  o f  t h e  u n i t s  a t t e m p t e d  a b r e a k 
o u t ,  b u t  o n ly  a few h u n d r e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  
r e a c h e d  t h e  A m eric an  l i n e s .  The s a c r i f i c e  
o f  t h e  1 1 0 th  a l l o w e d  t h e  d e f e n d e r s  o f  
B a s to g n e  t o  move i n t o  p o s i t i o n  and  c o n s o l i 
d a t e  t h e i r  d e f e n s e s ,  an  a c t i o n  t h a t  was i n 
s t r u m e n t a l  i n  b r e a k i n g  t h e  German o f f e n s i v e .

PLEASE NOTE

The S t a r s  and  S t r i p e s  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  WWII 
c a r t o o n s  m e n t io n e d  on Page  5 o f  t h e  S e p te m 
b e r  1982 "B u lg e  B u g l e " ,  a r e  no l o n g e r  a v a i l 
a b l e .
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A KIND WORD FROM A PROUD DAUGHTER

Tlifc f o l l o w i n g  l e t t e r  was so  m oving  t o  e a c h  o f  t h e  " B u g le ” s t a f f  t h a t  we b e l i e v e  
i t  i s  r e q u i r e d  r e a d i n g .  We l o v e  y o u .  S u e .

D ear  S i r s :

What a g r e a t  u n d e r t a k i n g  t o  o r g a n i z e  t h e  many v e t e r a n s  o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  b a t t l e  e v e r  f o u g h t  
i n  U .S .  h i s t o r y !

B e in g  o n l y  3 5 ,  I am y o u n g e r  t h a n  my f a t h e r ' s  m e m o rie s  o f  h i s  d a y s  o f  b e i n g  s u r r o u n d e d  by 
t h e  enemy. H ow ever,  I c a n  rem em ber t h e  Army p i c t u r e  w h ich  my f a t h e r  was p r o u d  t o  hang  
o v e r  t h e  d e s k ,  and  t h e  p r i d e  w i t h  w h ich  he  s p o k e  o f  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u lg e .  My f a t h e r ' s  
name i s  A r t  B la n e y .

P a t r i o t i s m  was n o t  s o m e th in g  we to o k  f o r  g r a n t e d  i n  o u r  home, r a t h e r  s o m e th in g  my f a m i l y  
p r a c t i c e d .  Nty M o th e r  (who i s  now d e c e a s e d )  and  me w ere  a c t i v e  members o f  o u r  A m er ican  
L e g io n  A u x i l i a r y .  J u s t  2 y e a r s  ago  I s e r v e d  a s  p r e s i d e n t  t o  t h e  u n i t  w here  I l i v e d .  Now, 
I s e r v e  t h e  D e c a t u r  u n i t  a s  E d u c a t i o n a l  C ha irm an  and  make c h i l d r e n  o f  v e t e r a n s  aw are  o f  
t h e  many d o l l a r s  a f f o r d e d  t o  them  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  f a t h e r s '  s e r v i c e  t o  h i s  c o u n t r y .

I s u r p r i s e d  my f a t h e r  by  e n r o l l i n g  h im  a s  a member i n  V’̂ BOB and m a i l i n g  h im  2 c o p i e s  o f  
N e w s l e t t e r s  w h ich  w ere  s h a r e d  w i t h  me by  a  v e t e r a n ,  O s c a r  E. P lummer. I a l s o  j o i n e d  a s  
an  a s s o c i a t e  member so  I can  r e a d  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r  "THE BULGE BUGLE".

I s a l u t e  e a c h  o f  you  f o r  y o u r  t im e  and e f f o r t  w h ic h  i s  g o in g  i n t o  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I 
p r a i s e  a l l  o f  t h e  v e t e r a n s  f o r  t h e i r  s a c r i f i c e s  t o  k e e p  t h i s  c o u n t r y  f r e e  and  a l l o w i n g  me 
t o  e n j o y  A m e r ic a n is m  a s  I know i t .

My f a t h e r  was i n  t h e  2nd Arm ored D i v i s i o n ,  6 7 th  Arm ored R e g im e n t ,  "E" Company. H av in g  4 
d a u g h t e r s ,  h e  had  l i t t l e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e n c o u r a g e  any  o f  u s  t o  go i n t o  m i l i t a r y  c a r e e r s  
o r  j o i n  t h e  s e r v i c e s .  At any  r a t e ,  lie d i d  i n s t i l l  a  s e n s e  o f  p a t r i o t i s m  i n  e a c h  o f  us  
and  we r e s p e c t  h im  d e e p l y  f o r  t h a t .

I e n r o l l  i n  y o u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  t r i b u t e  t o  my f a t h e r  and  t h e  many o t h e r  v e t e r a n s  whose 
e f f o r t s  won a  p l a c e  i n  U .S .  h i s t o r y .

S i n c e r e l y ,

^*rs. Sue Luck

CONGRESSMAN MICHEL RECEIVES 
HIGH AMERICAN LEGION AWARD

H ouse M i n o r i t y  L e a d e r  R o b e r t  H. M ic h e l ,  
R - I l l . ,  a  member o f  VBOB, was p r e s e n t e d  
t h e  A m e r i c a n . L e g i o n ' s D i s t i n g u i s h e d  P u b l i c  
S e r v i c e  Award i n  h o n o r  o f  f o u r  d e c a d e s  o f  
s e r v i c e  t o  h i s  c o u n t r y  on F e b r u a r y  2 2 ,  a t  
t h e  W a sh in g to n  C o n f e r e n c e  by  N a t i o n a l  
Commander A1 K e l l e r .  Both  a r e  n a t i v e s  o f  
P e o r i a .

In  a c c e p t i n g  t h e  a w a rd .  Bob s t a t e d  t h a t  
su c h  r e c o g n i t i o n  was f a r  rem oved  f rom  w hat 
h e  c o u l d  h a v e  im a g in e d  h a p p e n in o  w h i l e  he  
was i n  com bat i n  W orld War I I .  He r e c a l l e d  
t h a t  S e n a t o r  E v e r e t t  D i r k s e n  an d  R e p r e s e n 

t a t i v e  Les A rends  w ere  e a r l i e r  r e c i p i e n t s .  
He t h e n  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  t h r e a t  t o  o u r  c o u n 
t r y  and  t h e  n e e d  f o r  a s t r o n g  d e f e n s e .

Moments l a t e r .  P r e s i d e n t  R ona ld  Reagan 
c h a r a c t e r i z e d  Bob M ic h e l  a s  " a  d i s t i n 
g u i s h e d  v e t e r a n  and  an o u t s t a n d i n g  l e g i s 
l a t i v e  l e a d e r "  and  s a i d  he  c o u l d  n o t  t h i n k  
o f  a n y o n e  more d e s e r v i n g .  P r e s i d e n t  R ona ld  
R eagan  t h e n  commented on o u r  econom ic  s t a 
t u s  and  r e v ie w e d  h i s  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y .

VBOB was r e p r e s e n t e d  by P r e s i d e n t  C lyde  
B o d e n .
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EDITOR'S VIEW OF OUR FIRST 
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

A ll  i t  took  was two m e e t in g s ,  a w re a th  
l a y in g  a t  A r l i n g to n  Cemetery and two cock 
t a i l  p a r t i e s  f o r  t h e  l a d i e s  and gen t lem en  
o f  VBOB t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  th e y  had a g r e a t  
d e a l  in  common. U nless  one looked  a t  t h e  
name and u n i t  t a g s  t h e  f o l k s  were w e a r in g ,  
you would have th o u g h t  i t  was a f a m i ly  r e 
un io n  r a t h e r  th a n  a v e t e r a n s '  a f f a i r .

P erhaps  f o r  an o u t s i d e r  i t  was d i f f i c u l t  
to  se n se  t h e  co m ra d e r ie  t h a t  pe rm ea ted  t h e  
h o t e l  d u r in g  o u r  m e e t in g .  I f o r  one 
th o r o u g h ly  en jo y ed  m ee t in g  men from o t h e r  
o u t f i t s .

I t  was u n f o r t u n a t e  t h a t  t h e  h o t e l  f i r e  
a la rm  sounded w i th o u t  r e a s o n ,  we l a t e r  d i s 
co v e red .  A l l  was n o t  l o s t  f o r  t h o s e  who 
go t  t h e  word t h a t  t h e r e  was no f i r e .  As a 
m a t t e r  o f  f a c t  t h o s e  who s t a y e d  j o i n e d  
a n o t h e r  g roup f o r  r a t i o n s .  S p e r ry  Rand was 
a l s o  hav ing  a  p a r t y  and n e e d le s s  t o  say  y o u r  
G . I .  com rades, a f t e r  s c o u t in g  t h e i r  camp, 
p a r to o k  o f  t h e i r  open b a r .  Now you guys 
t h a t  w ithdrew  u n d e r  p r e s s u r e ,  know what you 
m is se d .

H o p e f u l ly ,  more o f  t h e  VBOB members w i l l  
show up n e x t  y e a r .  Your E d i t o r  g u a r a n te e s  
.(would I l i e )  you a  g r e a t  t im e .

★  ★  ★

" P e t e "  D oun is ,  7S th  I n f .  D iv .  and h i s  w i f e  
D e l i l a h .  " P e t e "  c a r r i e d  t h e  b u lk  o f  c o o r 
d i n a t i n g  th e  day t o  day a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  
G en e ra l  M e e t in g .  A good e f f o r t ,  " P e t e " .

D e l i l a h  Dounis and B e v e r ly  Van Houten who 
d id  such a  w o n d e r fu l  jo b  a t  t h e  r e g i s t r a 
t i o n  d esk .

W illiam  T. G r e e n v i l l e ,  E x e c u t iv e  Vice 
P r e s i d e n t ,  sp e a k in g  a t  B anquet.

David E. Ruby, H i s t o r i a n  and A r c h i v i s t  
i n t r o d u c i n g  g u e s t  s p e a k e r  a t  B anquet .
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Top c e n t e r :  G ro u p  o f  VBOB members w a i t i n g  t o  b o a r d  b u s  f o r  A r l i n g t o n  C e m e te ry  c e r e 
mony. Top l e f t :  F l o w e r  b e a r e r  a n d  b u g l e r  a p p r o a c h i n g  t h e  Tomb o f  t h e  Unkown S o l d i e r s ,  
Top r i g h t :  F l o w e r  b e a r e r  a n d  b u g l e r  w a i t i n g  f o r  ce rem o n y  t o  commence. B o t to m  l e f t :  
W re a th  i n  p l a c e  a s  P r e s i d e n t  B oden  a n d  V ic e  P r e s i d e n t  s a l u t e  o u r  unknown c o m ra d e s .  
E n t i r e  VBOB member^ p r e s e n t  j o i n e d  i n  t h e  s a l u t e  a s  b u g l e r  p l a y e d  " T a p s " .  Lower 
r i g h t :  T h i r d  U .S .  I n f a n t r y  s o l d i e r  w a lk s  h i s  p o s t .
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C ol.  CRet.) C h a r le s  A t ta rd o  c h a t t i n g  w i th  
P r e s i d e n t  Boden f o l lo w in g  h i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  
p r e s e n t a t i o n .

C h a r l e s  B a m e s  o£ VBOB on th e  l e f t  i s  
s e a t e d  w i th  Andre M e m ie r ,  Second S e c r e t a r y  
o f  B e lg ia n  Embassy. Andre was b o rn  i n  
B as togne  i n  1942 and knows " o f  e x p l o i t s  and 
co u ra g e  o f  t h e  A merican s o l d i e r s "  which he 
l e a r n e d  from  h i s  f a m i l y .

H aro ld  Seymour, 26 th  "Yankee" I n f .  D iv .  i s  
s t i l l  a b l e  t o  wear h i s  " I k e  J a c k e t " .  H aro ld  Panorama view  o f  g roup  l i s t e n i n g  a t  G en e ra l  
t r a v e l l e d  a l l  t h e  way from M anha ttan ,  Kansas M e e tin g ,  
to  be  w i th  u s .

-1 0 -
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T h e s e  t h r e e  l o v e l y  l a d i e s  a r e  W¥II n u r s e s
T +/-^ T? • +  c  +  rs-; r-. c- C O -U K  in-s ^J-i AL • J-/WJ_0 oiljr X/Ct V f ^  ( Oil i-' u.^J.vu.
H o s p i t a l :  J a n i s  T .B o u r s  R e i l l y  a n d  M a r ie  
S h o w a l t e r , b o t h  o f  t h e  5 1 s t  F i e l d  H o s p i t a l ,  
A l l  a r e  VBOB m e m b ers .

I t  was a  m i n i - r e u n i o n  f o r  t h e s e  f o r m e r  
POWs. L t o  R: D a v id  Schsnl-., ? 5 t h  I n f . D i v . ;  
M a r s h a l l  M a r t i n ,  9 9 th  I n f . D i v ;  G a le n  Cam- 
f i e l d ,  1 0 6 th  I n f . D i v .  a n d  M ic h a e l  0 'R e a g 
a n ,  405'tii F i g h t e r  G rp ,  A i r  C o r p s .  R o b e r t  
Van H o u te n ,  n o t  p i c t u r « d ,  vra.s a l s o  a  POW.

C h a r l e s  B. Mac D o n a ld ,  f o r m e r  Company Comm
a n d e r  i n  2 3 r d  R e g t . , 2 n d  I n f o D i v . ,  a  m i l i t 
a r y  a u t h o r  a n d  h i s t o r i a n  vrets t h e  g u e s t  
m ain  s p e a k e r .  He s p o k e  on t h e  U l t r a - E n i g m a  
German c o d i n g  m a c h i n e ,

Y our  e d i t o r  on t h e  r i g h t  t a l k i n g  t o  Raymond 
L o c k e ,  30 t h  I n f .  D iv .  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  a n d  a  
2 8 t h  I n f . D i v .  v e t e r a n  on t h e  l e f t  whose 
name g o t  l o s t  i n  t h e  s h u f f l e .  S o r r y !
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