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We t h o u g h t  t h e  i n t e r e s t  w as  t h e r e .................

now we know! I t  i s !  T he r e s p o n s e  t o  o u r  
AOth A n n i v e r s a r y  E u r o p e a n  t o u r  t o  p a r t i c i ­
p a t e  i n  s p e c i a l  c o m m e m o r a t iv e  e v e n t s  h o n o r ­
i n g  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u l g e  h a s  b e e n  g r e a t .  
We a r e  now i s  a  GO p o s i t i o n !  A l r e a d y  96 
p e o p l e  h a v e  r e g i s t e r e d  f o r  o u r  t r i p  a n d  
m o re  a r e  e x p e c t e d !

O ur p l a n n e d  t r i p  h a s  s t i r r e d  t h e  m e m o r i e s  
a n d  i m a g i n a t i o n  o f  n e a r l y  e v e r y  E u r o p e a n  
n a t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  B e lg iu m  a n d  L u x e m b o u rg .  
T h i s  w as  c l e a r l y  e v i d e n c e d  i n  S e p t e m b e r  when 
m e m b e rs  o f  t h e  VBOB t o o k  p a r t  i n  t h e  C l e r -  
v a u x ,  L u x e m b o u rg ,  d e d i c a t i o n  o f  a  new G . I .  
m onum en t  b u i l t  by  t h a t  s m a l l  c o m m u n i ty  t o  
h o n o r  t h e  A m e r i c a n  v e t e r a n s  o f  t h e  B u l g e .
B u t  e v e r y w h e r e ,  i t  s e e m s ,  f ro m  o f f i c i a l s  t o  
l o c a l  c i t i z e n s ,  g r e a t  a n t i c i p a t i o n  w as  e x ­
p r e s s e d  a t  t h e  p r o s p e c t  o f  j o i n i n g  w i t h  
th e m  i n  198A t o  r e m e m b e r  t h e  AOth A n n i v e r ­
s a r y .  And w o n d e r f u l  p l a n s  a r e  b e i n g  d e v ­
e l o p e d  .

Many q u e s t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  r a i s e d  i n  t h e  
p a s t  s e v e r a l  w e e k s  a b o u t  how t h e  t r i p  w i l l  
b e  o r g a n i z e d ;  w h e t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  who t a k e  
p a r t  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r  s p e c ­
i a l  p l a c e s  w h e r e  t h e i r  own u n i t  f o u g h t ;  
w i l l  t h e r e  b e  t i m e  t o  r e t r a c e  som e o f  o u r  
r o u t e ,  e t c .  T h e s e  a r e  a l l  g o o d  q u e s t i o n s  
a n d  a r e  b e i n g  c o n s i d e r e d  by  G a la x y  T o u r s ,  
o u r  t o u r  o r g a n i z e r ,  a  com pany  w h i c h  h a s  
s p e c i a l i z e d . i n  t r i p s  f o r  U .S .  v e t e r a n s  f o r  
m o re  t h a n  20  y e a r s .

B u t  l e t ' s  e x a m i n e  som e o f  t h e s e  p o i n t s .  
F o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  c o m p l e t e  a r e a  o f  B u l g e  
a c t i o n  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  r e s t r i c t e d .  I t  w i l l  
e n a b l e  a l l  o f  u s  t o  e n j o y  a n  o v e r v i e w  o f  
t h e  t o t a l  b a t t l e  a r e a s ,  y e t  t o  h a v e  s u f f i c ­
i e n t  t i m e  i n  o u r  own s e c t o r s  t o  r e v i s i t  
p l a c e s  t h a t  a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  
e a c h  o f  u s .  We w i l l  a c c o m p l i s h  t h i s  i n  
s e v e r a l  w a y s ;  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  m o t o r c o a c h  a s ­

s i g n m e n t s  w i l l  b e  m ade  a c c o r d i n g  t o  y o u r  
s e r v i c e  -  d i v i d i n g  t h e  B u l g e  a r e a  i n t o  t h e  
n o r t h  a n d  s o u t h  s e c t o r s .  N e x t ,  we w i l l  
s t u d y  y o u r  i n d i v i d u a l  r e q u e s t s  o f  p l a c e s  
y o u  w a n t  t o  v i s i t  a n d  r o u t e  t h e  m o t o r c o a c h  
a s  c l o s e l y  t o  t h a t  a r e a  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  a n d  
p l a n s  a r e  u n d e r  w ay t o  h a v e  l o c a l  c i t i z e n s  
p r o v i d e  t h e i r  p r i v a t e  c a r s  t o  t a k e  i n d i v i d ­
u a l  f a m i l y  u n i t s  t o  t h e s e  s p e c i a l  p l a c e s  o n  
o n e  o r  m o re  o f  t h e  d a y s  t h a t  we w i l l  b e  
t h e r e .

E a c h  m o t o r c o a c h  w i l l  o p e r a t e  a s  a  s e p a r ­
a t e  t o u r ,  n o t  i n  c o n v o y ,  t o  e n a b l e  g r e a t e r  
f l e x i b i l i t y .  A t  t h e  sa m e t i m e ,  s c h e d u l i n g  
w i l l  b e  a r r a n g e d  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  e v e r y o n e  i s  
p r e s e n t  a t  p r e d e t e r m i n e d  p o i n t s  f o r  g r o u p  
f u n c t i o n s  a n d  e v e n t s .  T h i s  w i l l  e n a b l e  
e v e r y o n e  t o  e n j o y  t h e  m a j o r  g r o u p  e v e n t s ,  
b u t  s t i l l  h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  " d o i n g  
t h e i r  own t h i n g "  i n  t h e i r  own s e c t o r s .
T h i s  r e p r e s e n t s  a  m a s s i v e  p l a n n i n g  p r o g r a m ,  
b u t  i t  w i l l  b e  a c c o m p l i s h e d .  Much o f  t h e  
s u c c e s s  w i l l ,  h o w e v e r ,  d e p e n d  u p o n  e a c h  
p e r s o n  who p l a n s  t o  t a k e  p a r t .  E a r l y  r e g ­
i s t r a t i o n  a n d  a d v a n c e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a s  t o  
y o u r  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a s  o f  i n t e r e s t ,  a s  r e ­
q u e s t e d  i n  t h e  R e g i s t r a t i o n  F o rm ,  w i l l  
h e l p .  SO ACT PROMPTLY! I f  y o u  p l a n  t o  go  
a n d  h a v e  n o t  r e g i s t e r e d ,  m ake  y o u r  r e s e r ­
v a t i o n s  NOW. D o n ' t  d e l a y .  And m a i l  i n  
y o u r  r e q u e s t s  f o r  s p e c i a l  p l a c e s  i m m e d i a t ­
e l y ,  t o o .

A few  o t h e r  f a c t s  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  h e l p f u l . .
F IR S T ,  t h e r e  a r e  a  n u m b e r  o f  t o u r s  b e ­

i n g  o f f e r e d  b y  d i f f e r e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  
t r a v e l  c o m p a n i e s .  Some o f  t h e s e  a r e  e x c e l ­
l e n t ,  b u t  t e n d  t o  l e a n  v e r y  h e a v i l y  o n  o n e  
o r  tw o b a s i c  e l e m e n t s  w i t h o u t  t h e  b a l a n c e  
o f  h i s t o r i c  f a c t s  a n d  p e r s o n a l  i n v o l v e m e n t  
w i t h  l o c a l  c i t i z e n s  a n d  t o u r i s t a t t r a c t i o n s .  
O ur  VBOB t r i p  i s  s t r u c t u r e d  t o  r e c o g n i z e  
t h a t  m o s t  p e o p l e  w a n t  som e o f  b o t h .  I t  i s  
o u r  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  o u r  
m e m b ers  w i t h  l o c a l  p e o p l e  i n  e a c h  a r e a  i n  
w h i c h  we c a n  s h a r e  t o g e t h e r  som e o f  t h e



e x t r a o r d i n a r y  a c t i v i t i e s  b e i n g  p l a n n e d  i s
V i t S l  wC tw0 pr*OpS*  ̂ y>oc! +■ o  ̂T r>r* ryf' PnlgO
a c t i o n  and  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  f a m i l y  p a r ­
t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  VBOB i t s e l f .  
M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  s p i r i t  an d  t h e  f r i e n d s h i p s  
m a n i f e s t e d  i n  o u r  v i s i t s  w i l l  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  
a  m ore  m e a n i n g f u l  e x p e r i e n c e  an d  s u p p o r t  
t h e  common g o a l  o f  p e r p e t u a t i n g  t h e  w o n d e r ­
f u l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w h ic h  h a v e  e n d u r e d  f o r  
t h e  p a s t  AO y e a r s .

SECOND, a i r l i n e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  w i l l  be 
made f o r  you from  y o u r  home t o  E u ro p e  and 
r e t u r n .  I f  you w a n t  t o  r e m a in  o v e r s e a s  
a f t e r  t h e  t o u r  e n d s ,  G a la x y  w i l l  a s s i s t  you 
an d  p r o v i d e  t h e  l o w e s t  c o s t ,  m o s t  c o n v e n ­
i e n t  a i r l i n e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  f o r  y o u .  You can  
e v e n  r e t u r n  f rom  a  c i t y  o t h e r  t h a n  t h a t  
shown i n  o u r  b r o c h u r e .  C a l l  them  on t h e i r  
t o l l - f r e e  t e l e p h o n e  ( 8 0 0 - 5 2 3 - 7 2 8 7 )  f o r  i n ­
f o r m a t i o n  .

THIRD, d e t a i l s  and  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  w i l l  
be  s e n t  t o  you so o n  r e g a r d i n g  s u g g e s t i o n s  
f o r  p e r h a p s  s m a l l  g i f t  i t e m s  you may w an t  
t o  t a k e  t o  E u ro p e  t o  p r e s e n t  t o  y o u r  h o s t s  
who w i l l  be  a t t e n d i n g  t o  y o u r  s p e c i a l  r e ­
q u e s t s .  We a r e  p l a n n i n g  s o c i a l  g a t h e r i n g s  
w i t h  o u r  f r i e n d s  i n  B e lg iu m  and  Luxembourg 
an d  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  be s e n t  o u t  t o  
e v e r y o n e  who i s  g o i n g .

Scj — w e ’ r e  on o u r  way . . . b u t  we w an t 
Y 0 U t o  b e  w i t h  u s .  I f  you h a v e n ' t  made 
y o u r  r - e s e r v a t i o n s , DO IT TODAY! I f  you 
w o u ld  l i k e  a n o t h e r  copy  o f  t h e  t o u r  b r o c h ­
u r e ,  l e t  u s  know. T t w i l l  s e n t  t o  y o u .
And, by t h e  way, b r i n g  y o u r  f a m i l y  and 
f r i e n d s  w i t h  y o u .  T h i s  w i l l  be  p e r h a p s  o u r  
"LAST H u r r a h "  f o r  m a jo r  c e l e b r a t i o n s  i n  
E u r o p e !  And i t  w i l l  be  a  good  o n e !

[ T h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  p r o v i d e d  by "K ip p "  
D e A n g e l i s ,  VBOB's L i a i s o n  O f f i c e r  f o r  I n ­
t e r n a t i o n a l  and  I n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l  A f f a i r s . 1 
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Outfit Reunions
The 5 5 7 t h  AAA B a t t a l i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n  w i l l  
h o l d  i t s  3 5 t h  A nnual R e u n io n  a t  t h e  M a r r i o t t  
M o t e l ,  H a r r i s b u r g ,  PA on 18 & 19 May 19BA. 
F u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  may be  o b t a i n e d  from  L. 
E d e l l ,  290A O a k c re s L ,  B a l t i m o r e ,  MD 2 1 2 3 4 .  

» > » > > » » > < < < < « < < < < < <
1984 GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING SHAPES UP!

9j_ 1 0 , 11 Novem ber  1984 __________
NOTI CE
The VBOB Executive Council  w i l l  meet a t  
y  a.m. on baturnay,  Marcn 31, iy«4, a t  
For t  Myer, VA. Other VBOB members are  
i n v i t e d  to  a t t e n d .

BA TTLE O F  TH E BULGE 
IViQrsiUfVIEfNiT TO TH E 
AMERICArU SO LO IER

On t h e  o c c a s i o n  o f  t h e  d e d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  
monument t o  t h e  A m erican  S o l d i e r  i n  t h e  
B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u lg e  i n  C l e r v a u x ,  Luxembourg 
on 11 S e p te m b e r  1 9 8 3 ,  VBOB P r e s i d e n t ,  C ly d e  
D. B oden ,  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  a s s e m b l a g e  a s  f o l ­
lo w s  :

"R o y a l  H i g h n e s s e s ,  e x c e l l e n c i e s ,  l a d l e s ,

MONUMENT TO THE AMERICAN SOLDIER IN THE 
BATTLE OF THE BULGE....................................................

g e n t l e m e n ,  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  g u e s t s  and  mem­
b e r s  o f  CEBA ( C e r c l e  d ' e t u d e s  s u r  l a  B a t -  
a i l l e  d e s  A r d e n n e s ) ,  i t  i s  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t ­
e s t  o f  p l e a s u r e  t h a t  I  j o i n  w i t h  o t h e r s  
h e r e  t o  b r i n g  you warm g r e e t i n g s  from  t h e  
V e t e r a n s  o f  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u lg e  on t h i s  
m om entous o c c a s i o n  h o n o r i n g  t h o s e  who p a r ­
t i c i p a t e d  40 y e a r s  ago  i n  com bat  h e r e  i n  
t h e  A rd e n n e s .  In  t h i s  p e a c e f u l  s e t t i n g  in  
C l e r v a u x ,  we a r e  f a r  rem.oved f ro m  t h e  h a r d ­
s h i p s  and h o r r o r s  o f  t h a t  p i v o t a l  b a t t l e  
w h ic h  was f o u g h t  i n  t h e  m o s t  s e v e r e  o f  
w e a t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s  - -  f o g ,  mud, i c e ,  snow -  
o v e r  a  p e r i o d  o f  40 d a y s  and  w h ic h  i n v o l v e d  
n o t  o n l y  a  m i l l i o n  t r o o p s  b u t  a l s o  many 
o t h e r s  w hose h e r o i s m  c a n n o t  go  u n n o t i c e d . . .  
Our t h o u g h t s  a r e  s a d  a s  we g a z e  a t  t h i s  
s t r i k i n g  monument w h ic h  r e m in d s  u s  o f  v a l ­
u e s  t h a t  h av e  u n d e r g i r d e d  f r e e - t h i n k i n g



p e o p l e  f o r  c e n t u r i e s .  B u t  I  s e e  more th a n  
a  monument . . .  I  s e e  a  s o l d i e r ,  s e e m i n g ly  
s o le m n  i n  t h o u g h t ,  r e c a l l i n g  f o r  u s  b a t t l e s  
o v e r  t h e  a g e s .  T h o se  w e r e  b a t t l e s  — some 
won, some l o s t  — t h a t  w ere  i n  many 
i n s t a n c e s  f o u g h t  by y o u n g  p e o p l e  who j u s t  
r e c e n t l y  had  b e e n  i n  s c h o o l ,  on t h e  f a r m ,  
i n  t h e  o f f i c e ,  i n  t h e  f a c t o r y  w i l l i n g  t o  
g i v e  t h e i r  l i v e s  f o r  w h a t  t h e y  b e l i e v e d  to  
b e  r i g h t . "

Mr. Boden w e n t  on t o  s a y  "B u t  m o s t  o f  a l l  
I  s e e  a  c h a l l e n g e .  1 s e e  a  c h a l l e n g e  to  
p e o p l e  who w a n t  f re e d o m  and  p e a c e ,  a  c h a l ­
l e n g e  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h o s e  who a r e  f r e e  t o  
s t a n d  up an d  f i g h t ,  a  c h a l l e n g e  t o  a i d  
t h o s e  who w a n t  t o  s h a k e  o f f  t h e  yo k e  and  s o  
i n d i c a t e  by t h e i r  a c t i o n s .  T h o se  o f  u s  i n  
t h e  f r e e  w o r ld  —  we h e r e  t o d a y  —  m u st  
s t a n d  r e a d y  an d  w i l l i n g  t o  do a l l  we can  
f o r  t h e  c a u s e  o f  p e a c e . "

He c o n c l u d e d  by s a y i n g  "And s o ,  l e t  u s  
p l e d g e  t o d a y  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  c a u s e  o f  f r e e ­
dom and  t h e  c a u s e  o f  p e a c e  w i t h  o u r  h e a r t s  
and  m in d s ,  by o u r  a c t i o n s ,  a n d ,  i f  n e c e s ­
s a r y ,  o u r  l i v e s . "

U .S .  A m bassador  t o  L uxem bourg ,  Jo h n  E. 
D o l i b o i s ,  r e a d  t o  t h o s e  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  c e r ­
emony t h e  f o l l o w i n g  l e t t e r  f ro m  R o n a ld  
R e ag a n ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .

ED THOMAS, NATIONAL COMMANDER OF THE 80TH 
DIVISION VETERANS ASSOCIATION VISITED 
McAULIFFE SQUARE IN BASTOGNE WHILE AT 
CLERVAUX. LUXEMBOURG___________________________

" I  am p ro u d  t o  e x t e n d  my warm g r e e t i n g s  on 
b e h a l f  o f  a l l  A m er ic an s  t o  members o f  th e  
C e r c l e  d ' e t u d e s  s u r  l a  B a t a i l l e  d e s  A rden­
n e s ,  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  C l e r v a u x ,  and t o  t h e

c i t i z e n s  o f  Luxem bourg a s  you g a t h e r  t o  
c e l e b r a t e  and  commemorate t h e  l i b e r a t i o n  o f  
y o u r  home c o u n t r y  n e a r l y  AO y e a r s  a g o .
T hose  i n d e e d  w e re  t r y i n g  t i m e s ,  b u t  d u r i n g  
t h e  l o n g  d a r k  y e a r s  o f  o c c u p a t i o n ,  f a i t h  i n  
t h e  f u t u r e  and  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  f u n d a m e n ta l  
v a l u e s  o f  f r e e d o m ,  p e a c e ,  and  human d i g n i t y  
w e re  r e a f f i r m e d .  The p l a c e m e n t  o f  t h i s  
monument t o  an  unknown GI s t a n d s  a s  a  f i t ­
t i n g  t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  c o u r a g e  and  d e d i c a t i o n  
o f  t h o s e  f rom  b o t h  o u r  c o u n t r i e s  who d i e d  
t o  r e s t o r e  l i b e r t y .  T h i s  monument w i l l  
s e r v e  a s  a  so le m n  r e m i n d e r  o f  t h e  j o y o u s  
day  when a t  l a s t  Luxembourg was r e l e a s e d  
f rom  t h e  g r i p  o f  o p p r e s s i o n .  I  w i s h  t o  e x ­
p r e s s  my s i n c e r e  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  
sym bol o f  e n d u r i n g  f r i e n d s h i p  b e tw e e n  o u r  
two c o u n t r i e s  w h ic h  was s t r e n g t h e n e d  d u r i n g  
t h a t  h e r o i c  s t r u g g l e . "

More t h a n  100 members o f  VBOB, o t h e r  v e t ­
e r a n s ,  r e l a t i v e s  and  f r i e n d s  j o i n e d  t h o u s ­
a n d s  o f  L u x em b o u rg e rs  a s  a  USAF Band and  a 
l o c a l  band  p l a y e d  m a r t i a l  m u s ic  and a  l o c a l  
c h o r a l  g r o u p  s a n g .  The US M a r in e  C o rp s  
p r o v i d e d  a  c o l o r  g u a r d  and  a  Luxembourg 
m i l i t a r y  d e t a c h m e n t  s e r v e d  a s  an h o n o r  g u a r d ,  
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I n s p i r i n g  i n  i t s  g r a n d e u r  
H ere  a t  C l e r v a u x  to d a y .
T h i s  s t a t u e  t o  t h e  B u lg e  G I ' s  
We p r o u d l y  now d i s p l a y .
They came f ro m  e v e r y  w a lk  o f  l i f e ,
From f a r  a c r o s s  t h e  s e a ,
And s p e n t  t h e m s e l v e s  u n s e l f i s h l y  
To s e t  o u r  c o u n t r y  f r e e .
T h i s  i s  t h e  c l im a x  o f  a  dream 
Today h e r e  a t  t h i s  s i t e .
By CEBA and  i t s  members 
Who had t h i s  g o a l  i n  s i g h t .
T h rough  y e a r s  o f  d e d i c a t i o n  
T h a t  t r i e d  b o th  mind and  w i l l .
The f r u i t s  o f  t o i l  and e f f o r t s  
Now CEBA d o e s  f u l f i l l .
W ith  h e a r t f e l t  t h a n k s  and  g r a t i t u d e  
T h a t  w i l l  f o r e v e r  l i v e ,
I t  i s  t h e  l e a s t  t h a t  we ca n  do 
F o r  a l l  t h a t  t h e y  d id  g i v e .
We d e d i c a t e  t h i s  monument 
W ith  h o n o r ,  l o v e  and  p r i d e .
To a l l  G I ' s  who i n  t h e  B u lg e  
S u r v i v e d  and  t h o s e  who d i e d .

. . . H a r o l d  F . Mohn
o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o
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On S a t u r d a y  m o r n i n g  a t  t h e  VBOB c o n v e n t i o n ,  G e n e r a l  B r u c e  C, C l a r i c e ,  R e t i r e a ,  s p o k e  o f  
t h e  b i g  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  A r d e n n e s  c o u n t e r - o f f e n s i v e  o f  D e c e m b e r ,  19A 4. He w as  a  B r i g a d i e r  
G e n e r a l  i n  command o f  CCB, 7 t h  A rm o re d  D i v i s i o n ,  w h i c h  t o o k  o v e r  a t  S t .  V i t h  a t  1A30 on  
17 D e c e m b e r  f ro m  M a jo r  G e n e r a l  A la n  J o n e s ,  t h e  com m an d e r  o f  t h e  1 0 6 t h  I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n .

G e n e r a l  C l a r k e  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h e s e  t h i n g s  f r o m  h i s  40  y e a r s '  s t u d y  o f  t h e  " B u l g e "  - -

> > > " Whv t h e  A l l i e d  A d v a n c e  w as  H a l t e d  i n  S e p t e m b e r  1944  —  T he  a l l i e d  a d v a n c e  a c r o s s  
F r a n c e  h a d  r u n  o u t  o f  g a s o l i n e  f o r  i t s  t a n k s  a n d  m e c h a n i z e d  f o r c e s  a f t e r  t h e  T h i r d  Army 
h a d  b r o k e n  t h e  l i n e  o f  t h e  M o s e l l e  R i v e r  a n d  h a d  c a p t u r e d  N a n c y .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h i s  
s i t u a t i o n  c a u s e d  a  h a l t  i n  t h e  a d v a n c e  t o w a r d  G erm any  u n t i l  a b o u t  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  N o v em b er  
o f  1 9 4 4 .

> > > " H i t l e r  P l a n s  f o r  a  C o u n t e r - O f f e n s i v e  t o  T r v  t o  G e t  a n  A r m i s t i c e  t o  P r e v e n t  t h e  
S p l i t t i n g  o f  G erm any I n t o  Two S e g m e n t s  - -  H i t l e r  i s s u e d  t h i s  d i r e c t i v e  t o  h i s  g e n e r a l s  
a b o u t  15 S e p t e m b e r :  The C o u n t e r - O f f e n s i v e  m u s t  b e  a  s u r p r i s e ,  i t  w a s  t o  go  t h r o u g h  t h e  
A r d e n n e s  r a p i d l y ,  i t  w as  t o  b e g i n  j u s t  b e f o r e  C h r i s t m a s ,  i t  w as  t o  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  b a d  
w e a t h e r  t o  h i n d e r  t h e  a l l i e d  a i r c r a f t  f r o m  c o u n t e r - a t t a c k i n g  h i s  f o r c e s ,  a n d  w as  t o  
c r o s s  t h e  S a lm  R i v e r  q u i c k l y  a n d  t u r n  n o r t h  b e h i n d  t h e  B r i t i s h  Army. T he  d e l a y  i n  t h e  
a l l i e d  a d v a n c e  i n  S e p t e m b e r  a n d  O c t o b e r  1 9 4 4 ,  a n d  p a r t  o f  N o v e m b e r ,  e n a b l e d  a b o u t  20  
G erm an d i v i s i o n s  t o  b e  a s s e m b l e d  u n d e r  M a n t e u f f e l  a n d  D i e t r i c k  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  v i c i n i t y  
o f  Prum by  16 D e c e m b e r  when  i t  l a u n c h e d  i t s  s u r p r i s e  a t t a c k .  T he  m a in  e f f o r t ,  u n d e r  
F i e l d  M a r s h a l  M a n t e u f f e l ,  s t r u c k  t h e  1 0 6 t h  I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n ,  t h e  1 4 t h  A rm o re d  C a v a l r y  
G ro u p  a n d  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  2 8 t h  I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n .  D i e t r i c k  h i t  t h e  A m e r i c a n  u n i t s  t o  t h e  
n o r t h  o f  M a n t e u f f e l .

> > > " T he G erm a n s  W ere A f r a i d  o f  P a t t o n  - -  M a n t e u f f e l  s e n t  v o n  L u t t w i t z  w i t h  a  r a t h e r  
w e a k  f o r c e  t o  a t t a c k  on h i s  l e f t  f l a n k  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  M euse h i v e r .  T h i s  w as  t o  p r o t e c t  
h im  f r o m  P a t t o n ' s  T h i r d  Army a s  h e  t u r n e d  t o  t h e  r i g h t  a c r o s s  t h e  S a lm  R i v e r .  T h i s  
f o r c e  u n e x p e c t e d l y  e n c o u n t e r e d  U .S .  t r o o p s  b e f o r e  B a s t o g n e .  A l t h o u g h  B a s t o g n e  w as  s u r ­
r o u n d e d ,  i t  w as  r e l i e v e d  by  t h e  T h i r d  Army on  26 D e c e m b e r .

> > > " M a n t e u f f e l ' s  P l a n s  f o r  t h e  A t t a c k  —  A s s e m b le  som e 20 d i v i s i o n s  a n d  s u p p l i e s  i n  
t h e  w o o d e d  a r e a  n e a r  Prum o v e r  a p e r i o d  o f  e i g h t  w e e k s .  M ovem ent o n l y  n i g h t  a n d  b e f o r e  
d a w n .  S t r i c t  r a d i o  s i l e n c e .  S t r i c t  n o i s e  c o n t r o l .  Men r e s t r i c t e d  t o  w o o d ed  a r e a s .  Do 
n o t  v i s i t  l o c a l  p e o p l e .  No wood f i r e s  a t  a n y  t i m e .  No l i g h t s .  D a y l i g h t  c h a r c o a l  f i r e s  
o n l y  f o r  c o o k i n g .  P l a n s  g i v e n  t o  l o w e r  l e v e l s  a t  t h e  l a s t  m i n u t e .

"TACTICS"
" B e f o r e  t h e  a t t a c k  he  v i s i t e d  t h e  a r e a  o f  t h e  a t t a c k  d r e s s e d  a s  a  c o l o n e l  f r o m  a  h i g h e r  
h e a d q u a r t e r s .  He w a n t e d  t o  f i n d  o u t  t h e  h a b i t s  o f  A m e r ic a n  t r o o p s  a n d  p a t r o l s  o n  t h e i r  
f r o n t  a n d  he  w a n t e d  t o  l o c a t e  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  b e t w e e n  r e g i m e n t s  a n d  b a t t a l i o n s  o f  t h e  
A m e r i c a n  u n i t s .  B a s e d  u p o n  w h a t  h e  f o u n d ,  h e  c a l l e d  o f f  t h e  p l a n n e d  I J - h o u r  a r t i l l e r y  
p r e p a r a t i o n  o n  t h e  A m e r i c a n  p o s i t i o n s ,  a t t a c k e d  i n  p l a t o o n  c o l u m n s  -  down t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  
b e t w e e n  b a t t a l i o n s  a n d  r e g i m e n t s  -  n o t  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  f r o n t s .  He p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  
w e a k e s t  p a r t  o f  a n y  d e f e n s e  w as  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  b e t w e e n  u n i t s .  He d i r e c t e d  t h a t  a l l  
t e l e p h o n e  w i r e s  b e  c u t ,  a n d  a f t e r  p e n e t r a t i n g  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  k i l o m . e t e r s ,  he  h a d  h i s  a t ­
t a c k i n g  c o l u m n s  c l o s e  b e h i n d t h e  b y - p a s s e d  A m e r i c a n  u n i t s .  He t o o k  8 , 5 0 0  A m e r ic a n  p r i s ­
o n e r s  .

" T h e  7 t h  A rm o re d  D i v i s i o n ,  a n d  CCB, 9 t h  A rm o re d  D i v i s i o n ,  a s s e m b l e d  r a p i d l y  i n  t h e  S t .  
V i t h - V i e l s a l m  a r - e a s .  T h e r e  t h e y  g r o u n d  M a n t e u f f e l ' s  m a in  e f f o r t  t o  a  h a l t  by  C h r i s t m a s ,  
1 9 4 4 .  On C h r i s t m a s  E v e ,  M a n t e u f f e l  c a l l e d  H i t l e r ' s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e  
d e l a y  h a d  m ade t h e  p l a n  i m p o s s i b l e ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  German t r o o p s  s h o u l d  b e  w i t h d r a w n  t o  
t h e  s t a r t i n g  l i n e  t o  s a v e  c a s u a l t i e s .  H i t l e r  d i d  n o t  a p p r o v e .
" D u r i n g  J a n u a r y  a n d  e a r l y  F e b r u a r y ,  1 9 4 5 ,  t h e  r e i n f o r c e d  A m e r i c a n  t r o o p s  d r o v e  t h e  G e r ­
m a n s  b a c k  t o  t h e i r  s t a r t i n g  l i n e .  T h u s ,  t h e  A r m y 's  g r e a t e s t  b a t t l e ,  w h i c h  c a u s e d  som e
7 8 , 0 0 0  c a s u a l t i e s ,  e n d e d .

> > > " m e s e  u u e s i : i o n s  N eed  Anawci a - -  Why d i d  t h e  a l l i e d  arm y r u n  o u t  o f  ga=;ni-in(= i n  .^;pn- 
t e m b e r ?  Why d i d  t h e  a l l i e s ,  w i t h  c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  n o t  o f f i c i a l l y  d e t e c t  t h e



German b u i l d - u p  f o r  t h e  a t t a c k ?  Why d i d  G e n e r a l  E i s e n h o w e r  r e p l a c e  G e n e r a l  B r a d l e y  w i t h  
F i e l d  M a rs h a l  M ontgom ery i n  command o f  t h e  U .S .  F i r s t  and  N i n t h  A rm ies  on 20 D ecem ber?  
And i f  we had  b e e n  a b l e  t o  p u sh  f o r w a r d  i n  S e p te m b e r ,  w ou ld  we h av e  o v e r r u n  Germany b e ­
f o r e  t h e  R u s s i a n s  g o t  t h e r e ,  t h e r e b y  p r e v e n t i n g  t h e  s p l i t t i n g  o f  Germany? Would t h i s  
h a v e  made u n n e c e s s a r y  t h e  s t a t i o n i n g  o f  A m er ic an  t r o o p s  i n  Germany s i n c e  WWII?"

We a r e  g r a t e f u l  t h a t  o u r  c o l l e a g u e .  G e n e r a l  B ru c e  G. C l a r k e  s h a r e d  h i s  o v e r v i e w  o f  t h e  
c a u s e  and  e f f e c t  o f  t h i s  g r e a t  b a t t l e .  H is  own p e r s o n a l  e x p l o i t s  a t  S t .  V i t h ,  a s  com­
m a n d e r  o f  GGB, 7 t h  A rm ored D i v i s i o n ,  p l a y e d  a  m a jo r  r o l e  i n  u p s e t t i n g  t h e  German m a s t e r  
p l a n .  W ell  d o n e .  S i r !  . . .  Ed.

Bfiuce. C. Cta^ik^ (Ret) a^o.AQ.nting 
an autog^aphe.d copy h i^  book "Cla^kt o{j 
S t .  V i tk ,"  to  VEOB P^^^ido.nt Clyde. Bode.n 
io^ ouK M il i ta ry  LlbKan.y. GO-n. ClaKkd, 
then a EfLlgadizfi command&d CCB,
7th  A^mo'ted V-iv. a t  S t .  V ith  and playzd a 
majOfL fiold in  u p s e t t in g  the  German 
P-ian. Any wishing to puAcha^e thiA
book may do 4o by sending $10 to  V i l lo n !  
Liede^bach, I n c . ,  4953 Stonington Road, 
Win.6ton-Sale.m, NC 21103.

SECRETARY OF ARMY ADDRESSES VBOB

The h i g h l i g h t  o f  t h e  S a t u r d a y  e v e n i n g  f e s ­
t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  A nnual M em bersh ip  M e e t in g  
was t h e  e l o q u e n t  and  i n f o r m a t i v e  s p e e c h  by 
o u r  g u e s t  s p e a k e r ,  t h e  H o n o ra b le  J o h n  0 . 
M a rsh ,  J r . ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Army. H is  
m e s s a g e  was on e  o f  u n i t y  and  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  
t o d a y ' s  Army a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  men and u n i t s  
t h a t  c o m p r i s e  i t .  He i n d i c a t e d  we a r e  
p r e p a r e d  and  r e a d y  on a l l  f r o n t s  and  a v ­
e n u e s  o f  p o s s i b l e  enemy a t t a c k .  T roop  
m o r a l e  i s  a t  a h i g h  l e v e l  and  t h e  e q u i p ­
m en t  m o b i l e  and  s o p h i s t i c a t e d .

iS e c v .  M arsh & D r .  F r i t z  K ra em er ,  84 t h  I n f  I

An a n a l o g y  b e tw e e n  t h e  r e c e n t  G re n a d a  i n ­
v a s i o n ,  l a t e r  c a l l e d  a  r e s c u e  m i s s i o n ,  and  
t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u l g e ,  was d ra w n .  The 
s w i f t  c a l l  t o  d u t y  a g a i n s t  unknown e l e ­
m e n ts  and  g r e a t  o d d s  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  d e s i g ­
n a t e d  m i l i t a r y  o b j e c t i v e s ,  h o l d  t h e  
g r o u n d ,  and  e v e n t u a l l y  move f o r w a r d .

The B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u lg e  l a s t e d  f o r  40 d a y s  
and  was t h e  g r e a t e s t  l a n d  b a t t l e  e v e r  
f o u g h t  by t h e  U .S .  Army. The G re n a d a  a c ­
t i o n  was o v e r  i n  l e s s  t h a n  10 d a y s .  T h i s  
shows t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  t o d a y ' s  m odern  
Army s p e a r h e a d e d  by a i r b o r n e  u n i t s  (R an ­
g e r s )  f o r  t h e  e l e m e n t  o f  s u r p r i s e .  Once 
t h e y  l a n d e d  on t h e  g r o u n d  th e y  becam e com­
b a t  I n f a n t r y  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  o v e r a l l  b a t ­
t l e  p l a n .  I n  b o t h  c a s e s  t h e  U .S .  Army was 
v i c t o r i o u s  i n  a t t a i n i n g  i t s  o b j e c t i v e s ,  
b u t  e a c h  u n d e r  d i f f e r e n t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  
v a r y i n g  e l e m e n t s ,  c a s u a l t i e s ,  and  t h e  
s c a l e  o f  w ar  o f  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  e r a .

A m e r ic a n s  ca n  be j u s t l y  p r o u d  o f  t h e  U .S .  
A rm y 's  co m b at  a c t i o n s  -  p a s t  an d  p r e s e n t .
We a r e  c o l l e c t i v e l y  t h a n k f u l  and  a p p r e c ­
i a t i v e  t h a t  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  and  h i s  w i f e  
J o i n e d  u s  on t h a t  w o n d e r f u l  e v e n i n g  i n  D ec­
e m b er .  . . . P . G. D o u n is



PAGE 8A WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14,1983

Battle of the Bulge: 
Fighting, frostbite -  
and ferocious valor
By Jack Kneece
VWkSHfNQTON TtMES STAFF

T h e d a y tim e  tem p eratu re  averaged  
15 d e g r e e s  and  it dropped to zero every  
n ig h t . S n o w sto r m s  w e r e  r o u tin e .  
A m erican  r if lem en  kept one pair o f  
so c k s  in  th e ir  h e lm ets , on e under th eir  
ja ck e ts  and w ore one pair

D aily  com b at and frostb ite  w ere  
com p an ion s for 40 days and n igh ts. Fro­
zen  GI c o r p se s  w ere  leaned  against 
fen ces . F in g ers  froze  to tr ig g ers  o f  M l 
r if le s .

It w as a m isera b le , snow y hell, yet 
part ot w hat W m ston C hurchill ca lled  
“th e  G rea test A m erican  v ic to ry ” o f  
W orld War II

It w as th e  B attle  o f  the B ulge.
And it w as in th is kind o f  w eather  

w h en  P fc . B ob V anH outen, now 60, and  
a F a ir fa x  resid en t, sa id  he peeked  over  
th e  lip  o f  a fragm en ted  con crete  bunker 
on D ec . 16, 1944, h is  breath  frostin g  in 
th e  air, and saw  th e  begm nm g ot the  
battle .

“I ’d n ever  se e n  so  m any G erm ans in 
m y life . T h ere  m ust have been  10,000 of 
th em  com in g  a c r o ss  that fie ld ,” said  M r 
V anH outen, on e  o f  a group o f B ulge  
veteran s w ho rem in isced  about the b at­
tle  yesterd ay  du rm g a m eetin g  at The 
W ashington T im es.

T h e la st m ajor G erm an cou n terat­
tack  w as so  ad van ced  and so  c lo se  that 
iiic  only th in g  Mr. V anH outen could  do 
as a forw ard  ar tillery  ob server  — under  
rad ioed  o rd ers — w as “g e t out o f there."

" T h ere’s not enough a r tillery  any­
w h ere  to stop  th is.” he radioed th e  artil­
lery.

S om e 200.000 G erm an troops in w hite  
aiiuw su its , in clu d in g  crack  P anzer d ivi 
sio n s sp earh ead ed  bv T iger  tanks, 
sw ep t tow ard B astogn e. until then  only  
a sm a ll tow n in B elg iu m , creatin g  the 
p e iie li iiiiott di'iu ‘bu lge in a llied  lin es  
that gave the b attle  its  nam e.

D orothy D avis, 57, now liv in g  in 
R ock v ille , w as a young Arm y nurse

cer  and ordered  him  to ra lly  h is m en  
and return  to th e  front.

B ill S im pkins, 61, now o f  B altim ore, 
w as a m em b er o f  the 510th F ighter  
Squadron, a capta in  fly in g  P-47s from  a 
f ie ld  about 10 m iles  away, w hen  h is m en  
began  d aily  attack  m iss io n s  in support 
o f Gen. G eorge S. Patton Jr., w h ose  3rd  
A rm y raced  to re liev e  th e  surrounded  
troops at B astogne.

“We carried  tw o 500-pound bom bs 
and 3,360 rounds o f  .50-caliber am m uni­
tion, e igh t m ach inegun s, tw o w ing  
tanks and a m am  belly  tank,” he said. On 
on e o f  h is m ission s, a G erm an tank  
rolled  into a d itch  tu g e t an a n g le  and  
fired , h itting h is b elly  tank. M irac­
ulously, th e  tough P-47 w as still flyab le  
and he returned  "with a r inging  in my 
ears that lasted  for days.”

Col. E ugene D rouillard, now 70, o f  
Mcl^ean, w as com m ander o f  a r if le  com ­
pany known as the “d iaper d iv is io n ” 
hpraiise  m ost o f  its  trooDS w ere in their  
teens. H e lost m ore than 30 o f  h is com ­
m and in a few  m inutes as the battle  
began.

"It w as so  cold  that w e w ould take our 
co rp ses  and lean  them  again st fen ce  
p osts so  they could be found,” Gen. 
C larke said

Col. D rouillard said h is green  troops 
“q u ick ly  gained an in sigh t into what 
w as ahead w hen they saw  truck loads o f  
dead G Is, frozen  in every  grotesq u e  
position  im aginaDle. H e said h is m en  
soon w ere su b sistin g  on one m eal a day.

F orm er Rep. Joel B royhill. 64, w as a 
young artillery  o ff ic er  w ho w as cap­
tured, but not b efore orderin g  h is 
105m m how itzers sp iked by shortening  
the fu se s  and ram m ing rock ets in the  
m uzzles, detonating them  w iih  lung lan­
yards

‘T he G erm ans m oved u s in b oxcars  
and fed w hat we ca lled  saw dust 
bread. We w ere cold, hungry and w ere  
attacked  several tim es by the RAF  
(R oyal Air F orce) and our ow n p ilo ts

“They wanted to fight to the last man. I was 
proud of them. I’m still proud of them, and I'm 
not sentimental.”

then. Soon, som e o f  the 80,000 allied  
ca su a ltie s  began  pouring through her 
unit, th e  57th A rm y F ield  H ospital.

She found h e r se lf  trapped in the  
b u lge  a lon g  w ith  e lem en ts  o f  th e  A llied  
troop s cau gh t in the C olm ar Pocket 

In th e  ea r ly  part o f  the b attle, sh e  and 
th e  sm all corp s o f  doctors and n u rses  
trap p ed  a lon g  w ith  G en. A nthony  
M cA u liffe ’s  troops treated  958 patients, 
op eratin g  on 516 o f  them ; 107 died.

(;en era l B ru ce C. C larke, 82. w ho  
h \e s  in M cL ean, w as the arm or co m ­
m ander at St. V ith cred ited  w ith blun­
ting th e  G erm an s’ la st-gasp  attack . As 
h e raced  to the front, he said , he sought 
a w ay to prevent "the con fu sion  from  
t>ecoming aisorgani^cii."

H e found m uch  o f  the artillery  
retrea tin g  in disarray. H e pu lled  h is .45- 
ca lib er  au tom atic  on one ar tillery  o ff i­

who didn't know we w ere there,” Mr 
B royhill said.

H e said  he later escap ed  by hid ing in 
llie  straw  o f  a barn.

"We w ere a lw ays cold and wet." Col. 
D rouillard  said , “desp ite  rotating our 
s o c k s ” T he cold  cau sed  m any ca su a l­
ties.

A s Gen. Patton fought toward B as­
togne, form er Col. Jam es "Jim m ie” 
Leach. 61. a resid en t o f  A rlington, a 
tank o ff ic e r  w ith Gen. Patton's fam ed  
4th A rm ored D iv is ion , said  h is m en ran 
in t o  a s t u b b o r n  a n t i - t a n k  g u n  
em p lacem en t.

H e reca lled  that severa l t im es Lt. Col. 
C reighton A bram s, later to com m and
A i n ? r i C 2 ”  i n  \ 7 « « > f n n m

h is m en  to take out the em p lacem en t. 
"Finally, in h is  com m and  tank, h e  got in 
p osition  and took it out h im se lf ,” Col.

e r i g  L ^ a o e  w a » m n g t o n  i m n

W ashington-area veterans of the Battle of the Bulge gather for a reunion. They are, 
from left, standing: P eter G. Dounis, Dorothy Davis. Harold Leinbaugh, Robert J 
VanHouten, Ja m es H. Leach, V^iiiiam A. Simpkins. Jo e  Langbart. E ugene G. 
Drouillard; seated : Clyde D Boden. Gen. Bruce 0 . Clarke and William R. Hemphill. 
Inset Is Gen. Clarke. Below are m em bers of Second Platoon H eadquarters. 557th 
AAA Battalion. 84th Infantry Division, on a tank after the battle ended  m early 1945. 
Mr Boden Is sea ted  second  trorr* lert

Leach reca lled . “T hat’s the kind o f man  
he w as.”

H arold “Bud" L einbaugh, ou, o f  F air­
fax , com m an d er o f a r if le  com pany, said  
his m en looked on in d isb e lie f  a s  a c o l­
um n o f  Panther tanks approached . H e 
said  they  had noth ing that could  stop  
them . H e said  the bazookas had frozen  
up and w ere u se le ss . W hen it w as over, 
he w as th e  on ly  o ff ic er  le f t  ah v e  in h is 
unit.

F ield  M arshal G erhard Von Tebbe 
later told (ien era l Firuce C. Clarke.

that h e  learned  the hard w ay that 
reports about poor figh tin g  ab ility  o f  
A m erican  troops w ere ab so lu te ly  fa lse. 
M arshal Von Tebbe said  d eterm ined  
p ock ets o f A m erican s fought fie rce ly  
and ^tailed th e  attack  rather than seek  
safety.

And it w as then that Gen. M cA uliffe  
rece ived  th e  G erm an dem and to su rren ­
d er  H e rep lied  w ith Ihe on e word that 
b ecam e part o f the lore o f  th e  Bulge: 
" N u ts”

Mr. B royh ill said  h is m en  re fu sed  to 
retreat.

"They w anted  to figh t to the last man. 
I w as proud o f  them . I’m still proud o f  
them ,” Mr. B royhill sa id , “and I’m not 
sen tim en ta l.”

W illiam  R H em phill. 69. now liv ing  
in t-K<» irH Armnrpd D iv i­
sion, sa id  h is m other sen t him  a down  
jack et that kept him  w arm  in th e  m ost 
bitter co ld  o f  th e  battle.

“ I realized  back then  that death  is  not 
im portant. We’re a ll go ing  to d ie  som e  
tim e. l i  s iiuw yuu u vc  th at’s im portant,” 
M r H em phill said.

Joe Langbart, 61, A lexand ria , o f  the  
99th D iv is ion , sa id  he and h is m en  were 
b asica lly  c iv ilia n s in uniform , m ost o f  
them  form er c o lle g e  stu d en ts sudd en ly  
in com bat, carry ing  out w hat he ca lled  
part o f “the sa v a g e  in stin ct o f  man. We 
had a job to do. We did a s  b est w e could  ” 

C lyde B oden. 62. now o f  A rlington, o f  
the 84th D iv is ion , said  one o f  h is stran ­
g est m em ories is  p lay ing  poker th ree  
nigh ts in a row b efore  th e  battle , then  
w atch ing  a s  h is poKer b uddies were 
killed  in the p itch ed  b attle  hours a fter  
the attack.

P eter D ounis, 58, o f S ilver  Spring, 
w as an 18-year-old p rivate w ho reca lled  
w ith great fon d n ess the s e l f le s s  m ed ics  
o f the battle.

“T hey w ere not is su ed  w eapons s in ce  
they w ere c la ss if ie d  non com batants  
under A rm y regu la tion s, but a fter  
being fired  upon at Grand H alleu x , B e l­
gium , they  q u ick ly  acqu ired  and ca r ­
ried  45 -ca lib er  p isto ls.”

T hey w ere “ in cred ib le  hum an b ein gs  
w ith  little  regard  for their  own  

safety.”
All a g reed  w ith  M r B oden that, w hen  

thev w ere  com bat trooos 39 vears ago. 
"patriotism , h ero ism , loyalty  and brav­
ery  w ere taken for granted  every  day."
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One 0  ̂ the h igh ligh ts  a t  the T9S3 Go.ne’ial  

Membership Meeting was the taping oi ofial 
h is to r ie s .  While the par t ic ipan ts  were 
asked to brie{iiy t e l l  about a v iv id  memory 
ol the B attle  o\ the Bulge in i i v e  to ten

minutes, moderators J-cm Leach and Joe Lang- 
bart allowed much longer r e c i ta t io n s  to  
capture poignant World War II  experiences. 
Many who came only to observe became par­
t ic ip a n ts ;  indeed, the popularity  oi these 
oral h is to r ie s  required use oi more time 
than a l lo t t e d .

Undoubtedly, th i s  may w ell be repeated a t  
future general membership meetings. The 
p ro jec t  demonstrated th a t  an oral r e c i t a t ­
ion adds a dimension over w rit ten  memoirs. 
Jt i s  suggested tha t  each member submitting  
information and data to our h is to r ic a l  c o l ­
lec t io n  supplement i t  o ra lly .

Anyone contributing to \/BOB's h is to r ic a l  
pro jec t  should execute a form l ik e  the one 
enclosed with th is  ed it ion .  Should anyone 
d esire  further information, please w rite  to  
e ith er  Jim or Joe a t  our [/BOB address. 

t + + + + ̂ -f + + + + + + + + + + + f + + + +

LIFE MEMBERS JN [/BOB
Life Memberships were offered a t  the

1983 General Membership Meeting. Ten of 
those present purchased Life Memberships 
and w i l l  be issued a special embossed 
p la s t ic  card as soon as the cards can be 
procured. The-card w i l l  include the mem­
ber's  name and l i f e t im e  membership number.

To convert to Life Member s ta tu s ,  send 
your check for $50 i f  you are 10 or older, 
$75 i f  you are 50 thru 69, and $100 i f  
younger than 50. If you have paid your
1984 dues, you may apply th a t  payment to 
reduce the Lifetime Member fee .

MAULDIN CARTOONS 
John D. Kearney t e l l s  us o f  a " great book" 
o f  B i l l  Mauldin ' s ..cartoons. The 300-p age  
paperback, e n t i t l e d  " B ill  M auld in 's Army," 
i f  not a v a ila b le  a t  a lo c a l  b o o k sto re , may 
be ob ta in ed  fo r  $14 .70  from P r e s id io  P ress , 
31 Pamaron Way, Novato, CA 9^947. . . .E d .

“X on sense. S -2  reported  th a t machine gu n  silenced hours ago.
S to p  w igg lin g  you r fingers a t me."

— .................... = -----
THANKS. WILL - -  WELCOME, ANVV

Will Cavanagh, our long-time British  
charter member now l iv in g  with his family 
in Malmedy, has recru ited  a new member --  
a friend of h is ,  Andre "Andy" Meurisse. 
Andy does a l l  he can to a s s i s t  U.S. v e te r ­
ans r e v i s i t in g  the Ardennes and w i l l  be a 
valuable a s se t  to [/BOB. We look forward 
to seeing him whenever we v i s i t  Europe.

Born in Bastogne and l iv in g  today in 
Bullingen, Belgium, Andy was wounded by 
shrapnel in the r ig h t  shoulder during the 
B attle  of the Bulge. He was evacuated by 
U.S. m il i ta ry  ambulance to Sedan, France, 
where the shrapnel was extracted by an Am­
erican Army surgeon. He was e igh t years 
old.

Andy i s  a l i f e  member, ^453-A, of the 
101st Airborne Viv. Assn. and an assoc ia te  
member, (*1006, of the 2nd Inf. Viv. Assn. 
Welcome to [/BOB, Andy!

§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§



Bulge battle 
veterans will 
hold reunion 
in Arlington
f-iy L'lleen :3cullyAA .IIINL.ION IlMtb blAtf

SeviTiil hundred World War II veter 
wiil ^aiher m Arlington this week to 

mark the J9th anniversary of the Battle 
of the Bulge -  a battle in which out­
numbered and outflanked American 
troops stood fast agamst Nazi Ger 
many's last, desperate offensive in 
Western F,urope.

The Hattie of the Bulge is so named 
because advancing German forces 
managed only to bend the A llies’ front 
line back in a wedge-shaped bulge.

This pivotal World War II battle 
began in the pre dawn hours of Dec 16, 
194-1. when more than 250.000 German 
soldiers attacked the 83,000 American
ir<K>p*> UC)Jiciycu MiGTig
Ardennes front separating Germany 
from Belgium and Luxembourg

Hy the battle’s official end 42 days 
later (Jan 28), one million Allied and 
Axi s  troop s had been  en g a g ed , 
Anierican casualties stood at 106,28V, 
including 19,246 killed in action, 23,554 
captured (of whom 187 died in captiv- 
i l y) iind 62,489 wounded CJerman casu 
alties lopped lOO.tHKJ, according to 
generally accepted figures.

Adolf Hitler launched the Ardennes 
counter-offensive to reverse the tide of 
Allied su ccesses m the European the- 
iitcr His objective was to capture the 
Belgian port of Antwerp, splitting the 
Allied from ;iiid severing Allied supply 
hues.

Hiller's preparations were under 
taken in strictest secrecy, concealed in 
large part by operation “Watch on the 
Rhine,” — an elaborate deception that 
lulled Allied intelligence into overlook­
ing or misunderstanding the German 
buildup opposite the Ardennes Allied 
intelligence believed that Germany 
lacked the fuel for an offensive, and 
would not undertake such a risky ven­
ture.

The German advance against the 
unsuspecting Allied forces proceeded 
as follows: In the north, the 6th Panzer 
Army struck the U.S. 99th Division and 
threatened to cut off the U S. 2nd D ivi­
sion m the center the 5th Panzer Army 
hit the 106th Division, the 14th Cavalry 
Group and part of the 28th Division., In

Tbttv SnMh Was/>ngton Times

the south, the 7th Army clashed with 
elem ents of the U.S. 4th, 9th Armored 
and 28th Divisions.

The heaviest Allied coiiibat occurred  
from Dec 27-30, along the corridor into 
Bastogne, a key bridgehead held by 
Gen Anthony M cA uiiffes lO lsi Air­
borne Division against a four-day Ger­
man siege. On Dec 29, Gen. George 
Patton s 3rd Army, racing up from ihe 
Saar, broke into Bastogne, lifting the 
siege.

Military historians note that while 
the abortive German offensive inflicted  
heavy dam age on the A llies, and 
delayed their operations in the West by 
about SIX weeks, it consumed German 
reserves that Hitler might otherwise 
have used to reinforce his eastern offen­
sive against Russia.

The Veterans of the Battle of the 
Bulge who gather tomorrow to begin 
their three-day convention will "pay tri­
bute to the legacy of heroism and cour­
age le ft by those who fell, and 
maintained by those who survive.” 
VBOB President Clyde Boden said yes­
terday



C a p t iv a t in g  th o se  a t  the General Member­
sh ip  Meeting in  December w ith  s e r io u s  and 
humorous remarks, General John W. V essey ,  
J r . ,  Chairman o f  the  J o in t  C h ie f s  o f  S t a f f ,  
urged the  assembled VBOB members from 20 
s t a t e s  to  take home the  message th a t  our  
Armed Forces today are  s t r o n g  and ready.

He a l s o  noted  s i m i l a r i t i e s  between h i s  
e x p e r ie n c e s  a t  the Anzio Beachhead and the  
f i g h t i n g  in  the B a t t l e  o f  the  B u lge . I t  
was a t  Anzio t h a t ,  as a f i e l d  a r t i l l e r y  
F i r s t  S erg ea n t ,  he r e c e iv e d  a b a t t l e f i e l d  
com m ission .

S ? E k ^  ^  VBOB MEETING LAST LUXEMBOURG CITY FREEV BY AMERICAN 
FORCES TO BE CJTEV ---------------------------------------

M. Jzan MiZm2.-UtQ.fL, the. p̂ K̂ l̂dznt oi$ thz 
S yn d lc a t  V  I n i t i a t i v e .  Viande.n, GKand Vucky 
oi  Laxemboa-tg, ha-6 advi.62.d [/BOB ?\e..6id2.nt, 
Ctydz V. Boddn, t h a t  hiA ^yndic-ato. ha^ 
ofLdo.K2.d t k z  mo^t -tenotyned LuK2.mboaA.g 4cu-£p-  
toK who-id woAk^ may b e  thfioughout tho.
woKtd to  CKZatz a monum2.nt the. ZibQ.fLa- 
t i o n  o{, \Jiando.n, the. l a ^ t  c i t y  in  Luxnm- 
bou^ig to  b e  ($-^eed [by th z  U.S.  6 th  Cavalry  
G îoap] on 12 Fzbfiaafiy 1945.  Thi^ Q,ndo,d 
the. i i g h t i n g  o  ̂ the  B a t t l e  oi th e  Bulge on 
LuKembouAg - io i l .  M̂ i. Boden ha-6 a cc ep ted  
an i n v i t a t i o n  to  d e d ic a te  th e  new monime.nt 
in  Septembe^L o  ̂ th i^  ye.a î in  [fianden.

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

BULGE VETERANS INTERVIEWED BY 
THE WASHINGTON TIMES REPORTERS

A fte r  h i s  m eaningful comments, General 
V essey ,  the  s e n io r  m i l i t a r y  a d v iso r  to  
P r e s id e n t  Reagan, f i e l d e d  a wide range o f  
q u e s t io n s  concerned p r im a r ily  w ith  g lo b a l  
s t r a t e g y  and our m i l i t a r y  p o s tu r e .

General Vessey c h a tte d  and posed fo r  
photographs w ith  members b e fo r e  d ep a rt in g .

WILL CAVANAGH 
ASSISTS M; MONUMENT DEDICATION

The i n t e r n a t io n a l  VBOB f la v o r  was r e f l e c t e d  
a t  C lervaux, Luxembourg, on 11 September
1983 when the  monument to  the  Americal S o l ­
d ie r  in  the  B a t t l e  o f  the  Bulge was d e d i­
c a te d .  W ill  Cavanagh, a n a t iv e  o f  England 
now l i v i n g  in  Malmedy, purchased and d e l ­
iv e r e d  the VBOB wreath fo r  the  cerem onies  
accompanied by h i s  w i f e ,  son and daughter.  
The c o l o r f u l  arrangement in c lu d ed  a banner 
on which was "In Remembrance. VBOB." A 
lo n g - t im e  VBOB member. W ill  has c o l l e c t e d  
many documents and item s p e r ta in in g  to  the  
B a t t l e  o f  the Bulge which he p lan s  to pre­
s e n t  to  VBOB when our museum i s  e s t a b l i s h e d .

A th ree -h o u r  in te r v ie w  o f  v e te r a n s  o f  
the Bulge was conducted in  the  o f f i c e s  o f  
THE WASHINGTON TIMES on 13 December by 
Jack Kneece and E i le e n  S c u l ly  o f  the  news­
p a p e r 's  s t a f f .

The r e s u l t  was a f u l l  page the f o l lo w in g  
day devoted to  the B a t t l e  o f  the Bulge  
c o n s i s t i n g  o f  two a r t i c l e s  based on the  
f a c t s  o f  the b a t t l e ,  comments o f  th o se  
p r e se n t  about t h e i r  r e c o l l e c t i o n s ,  the  up­
coming General Membership M eeting, a map, 
a p ic tu r e  o f  th o se  p r e s e n t ,  and a 1945 
photo o f  members o f  HQ 2nd P la to o n , A Bat­
t e r y ,  557th  AAA AW B n .,  8Ath I n f .  D iv .

A fte r  the in t e r v ie w s ,  th o se  p r e se n t  were  
in troduced  to  and c h a tte d  w ith  E x ecu t iv e  
E d ito r  Smith Hempstone and A s s t .  General  
Manager P h il  Evans.

V eterans fe a tu r e d  were Clyde Boden, BAth 
I n f .  Div; J o e l  B r o y h i l l ,  106th  I n f .  Div;  
General Bruce C larke, 7 th  Armored Div;  
Dorothy David, 57th  F id . Hosp; Pete  Dounis,  
75th  I n f .  Div; Gene D r o u i l la r d ,  75th  I n f .  
Div; B i l l  Hemphill, 3rd Armored Div; Joe  
Langbart, 99th  I n f .  Div; Jimmie Leach, 4 th  
Armored Div; Bud Leinbaugh, 84 th  I n f .  Div;  
B i l l  Sim pkins, 9th AF; and Bob VanHouten, 
16th FA Obs. Bn.

§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§
GEORGIA VBOB44

Ken D a n ie lso n ,  P r e s id e n t  o f  the Seventh  
Armored D iv i s io n  A s s o c ia t io n ,  has a Georgia  
p r e s t i g e  tag  f o r  h i s  truck — "VBOB 44 ."  

########################



CROIX DE GUERRE AND THE 70ATH TD BN

The January/February  i s s u e  o f  The Purple  
Heart Magazine f o r  1982 c a r r ie d  a s t o r y  on 
page 16 o f  the  b e la te d  c o r r e c t io n  o f  r e c ­
ord s  so  t h a t  members o f  the  704 th  Tank 
D e str o y e r  B a t t a l i o n  cou ld  r e c e iv e  t h e i r  
"due." S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  th e  a r t i c l e  had to  
do w ith  th e  awarding o f  th e  French Croix  
de Guerre to  the  7 0 A th --a  m atter  o f  an 
award earned but not record ed .

That honor i s  now recorded in  Array Reg­
u l a t i o n s  under General Order Number 2 o f  
the  U nited  S t a t e s  Array dated 1982. The 
704th  i s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  raentioned under  
S e c t io n  X I-F ore ign  D e c o r a t io n s .

According  to  a raerao s ig n e d  by Mary C. 
W i l l i s ,  LTC, GS, D ir e c t o r ,  P ersonnel S er ­
v i c e s  D i r e c t o r a t e ,  former members o f  the  
704th  who p a r t i c ip a t e d  in  th e  b a t t l e s  f o r  
which t h i s  award was a u th o r iz e d  can have 
t h e i r  reco rd s  updated. Her i n s t r u c t i o n s  
are  as f o l l o w s .

In ord er  f o r  th e  members o f  the 704th  
Tank D estro y er  B a t t a l io n  A s s o c ia t io n  to  
have t h e i r  in d iv id u a l  s e p a r a t io n  docu­
ments updated, they  must submit a r e ­
q u e s t  s t a t i n g  the  a c t io n  they  d e s i r e  
t h i s  Center to  take and in c lu d e  w ith  
the  r e q u e s t  a copy o f  t h e i r  s e p a r a t io n  
document, WD AGO Form 5 3 -5 5 ,  and v e r i ­
f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  e n t i t l e m e n t  to  the  
award in  th e  form o f  a copy o f  the  c i ­
t a t i o n .  The re q u e s t  w ith  t h e i r  w r i t t e n  
s ig n a t u r e  shou ld  be m ailed  to  US Array 
Reserve Components P ersonnel and Admin­
i s t r a t i o n  C enter , A t te n t io n :  AGUZ-PSE- 
VS, 9700 Page Boulevard , S t .  L ouis,  
M issou ri  63132.

A d d it io n a l  in form ation -an d  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  as 
to  d a te s  and b a t t le s -m a y  be secured  by 
w r i t in g  W alter C. R ighton, S e c r e ta r y ,  704th  
Tank D estroyed  B a t t a l io n  A s s o c ia t io n ,  29 
West W ilk ins Lane, P l a i n f i e l d ,  IL 60544.  

[ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ § ] ] ] ] ] ] ] ] ] ] ]

"JJ" LESCEUX OF MARCHE, BELGIUM,
A WELCONE VISITOR AT DECErffiER MEETING

One o f  th o se  who dropped by say " hello"  
to  Bulge v e te r a n s  a t  the  1983 VBOB General 
Membership M eeting was Jean-Jacques  Les-  
ceux, com plete  w ith  an 84 th  I n f .  D iv . patch  
on a la r g e  brown en v e lo p e  th a t  co n ta in ed  
p h o to s ,  a r t i c l e s ,  and o th e r  mementos o f  the  
B a t t l e  o f  the B ulge .

m ssm m m

As a 1 2 - y e a r - o ld ,  "JJ" c a r r ie d  a r t i l l e r y  
ammunition in  the w in try  weather on h i s  
s l e d  to  the  gun p o s i t i o n s  o f  the  84 th  R ail-  
s p l i t t e r s  in  the  v i c i n i t y  o f  Marche during  
the B ulge .

"JJ" ch a tted  and rem in isced  a t  l e n g th  
w ith  many o f  the R a i l s p l i t t e r s  and o th e r  
Bulge v e te r a n s  and, a f t e r  w e l l - r e c e i v e d  
reraarks and a q u est io n -a n d -a n sw er  s e s s i o n  
by JCS Chairman, General John W. V essey ,  
J r . ,  addressed the  group.

Now s u c c e s s f u l  in  handling  in v e s tm e n ts ,  
Jean-Jacques l i v e s  w ith  h i s  w i f e ,  J u l i a ,  
and d au gh ters ,  C laudia  and A l i c i a ,  a t  823 
Walker Road, Great F a l l s ,  VA 22066, and 
can be reached on (703) 759-2324 .

§  ̂ i  §
Though we read about CEBA, l i t t l e  has been 
heard from Pete  Dounis t e l l s  us
th a t  t h i s  o r g a n iz a t io n ,  the  C ir c le  f o r  Re­
search  and In form ation  o f  the  B a t t l e  o f  
the  Ardennes has a p o in t  o f  c o n ta c t  f o r  
fu r th e r  d e t a i l s .  Those i n t e r e s t e d  may 
w r i t e  Mr. & Mrs. Raphael d ’Amico-Gerard,
41 Hue du Hona-h'oint ,  ^ j i u  ac .  w ico i a s ,  
Liege ,  Belgium.

MILITARY ORDER OF THE PURPLE HEART

This i s  a C o n g r e s s io n a l ly  ch a rtered  organ­
i z a t i o n  composed o f  v e te r a n s  who were 
awarded the Purple Heart medal. Although  
they are  the combat-wounded, they  do s e r ­
v i c e  and w e lfa r e  work f o r  a l l  v e te r a n s .
Any e l i g i b l e  man or woman who i s  i n t e r ­
e s t e d  in  membership shou ld  w r i t e  to  the  
M.O.P.H. a t  5413-B B a ck lick  Road, Sp rin g-

9 9 1  o r  r - a l  1
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WE MET THE AUTHORS

r i v e  auLnur'a anu nxsuurxciiia aaL i 
more th an  100 p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  a m i l i t a r y  
e v e n t  which  began 39 y e a r s  ago.  The a u t h ­
o r s ,  p a r t i c i p a n t s  t h e m s e l v e s ,  were  John  D. 
Campbel l  ( 8 4 th  I n f .  D i v . ) ,  Roy Gordon (9 t h  
I n f .  D i v . ) ,  C h a r l e s  B. MacDonald (2nd I n f .  
D i v . ) ,  David E. P e r g r i n  {30th I n f .  D i v . ) ,  
and R o b e r t  F. P h i l l i p s  ( 2 8 t h  I n f .  D i v . ) .

Each a u t h o r  i n  t u r n  p r e s e n t e d  a b r i e f  
summary o f  h i s  own work,  b o t h  co m p le te d  and 
p l a n n e d ,  a f t e r  which t h e  m e e t i n g  was 
opened f o r  q u e s t i o n s .  Q u e s t i o n s  were 
e i t h e r  d i r e c t e d  t o  a p a r t i c u l a r  a u t h o r  o r  
t h e  m o d e r a t o r ,  Edwin M. T h i e r r y  (8Ath I n f .  
D i v . ) asked  f o r  a v o l u n t e e r .  One o f  t h e  
b e s t  d i s c u s s i o n s  d ev e lo p e d  when th e  
a u t h o r s  v/ere asked  to  d e s c r i b e  t h e i r  p r i n ­
c i p l e  s o u r c e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  and how i t  was 
v e r i f i e d .  Most f e l t  t h a t  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  
t h e  Bulge  p r o b a b ly  s h o r t e n e d  th e  war ,  b u t  
t h e r e  were  d i s s e n t e r s  even on t h i s  p o i n t .

Af'tsr* 3,n houp t h i s  p s p t  of* t h e  GsnBPsl 
Membership M ee t ing  ended w i t h  ev e ry one  
f e e l i n g  b e t t e r  in fo rm ed  and g r a t e f u l  f o r  
t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  be a b l e  t o  meet  t h i s  
f i n e  p an e l  o f  a u t h o r s .

F r o n t  row: Dave P e r g r i n ,  2 9 1 s t  Combat 
Engr ;  John Campbel l ,  8 4 t h  I n f ;  Roy Gordon,  
9 t h  I n f .  Second row: Ed T h i e r r y ,  8 4 t h  
I n f ; C h a r l e s  MacDonald,  2nd I n f ,  and Rob­
e r t  P h i l l i p s ,  2 8 t h  I n f .

“ This is undoub ted ly  th e  g rea tes t  A m er ic an  
battle of th e  w ar an d  will. 1 be l ieve ,  be  
rega rded  as an  e v e r - fa m o u s  A m er ic an  
v ic to ry .”

Sir Winston Churchill 
addressing the House o f Comm ons 

following the Battle o f  the Bulge

WORLD WAR I I  ON FILM 
Need program s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  you r  u n i t  
m e t ; t i i j g s v ’BOB has  l e a r n e d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r c  
82 f i l m s  and v i d e o - c a s s e t t e s  on WWII av ­
a i l a b l e  t o  r e n t  o r  buy.  Some o f  t h e s e  
f i l m s  a r e  d o c u m e n t a r i e s  made d u r i n g  th e  
war by o u r  b e s t  f i l m - m a k e r s  — Frank Capra ,  
John Huston,  John Ford,  and W il l ia m Wyler .  
Some o f  t h e  s p e c i f i c  a c t i o n  u n i t s  f o r  which 
f i l m s  have  been made a r e  "American F i r s t  
Army" ( t h e  advance  from Aachen to  t h e  Roer 
R i v e r ) ,  "The F i g h t i n g  F i r s t "  (combat  op­
e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  1 s t  I n f .  D i v . ) ,  and "The 
B a t t l e  o f  S t .  V i t h , "  P a r t  I ( t h e  b e g i n n i n g  
o f  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u l g e ) .  For  more i n ­
f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  f i l m s ,  and f o r  a 
c a t a l o g  l i s t i n g  p r i c e s ,  how t o  o r d e r ,  e t c . ,  
w r i t e  t o :  N a t i o n a l  Audio V i s u a l  C e n t e r ,  
I n f o r m a t i o n  S e r v i c e s  S e c t i o n ,  Washington,  
D.C. 20409.

ARMORED FORCES MONUMENT 
WWII Armored F o rc e s  may soon s e e  a monu­
ment  i n  t h e i r  b e h a l f  i n  t h e  N a t i o n ' s  Cap i ­
t a l  t h a n k s  to  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  James H.
Leach,  C o lo n e l ,  USA Ret .  I f  your  Armored 
F o r c e s  a s s o c i a t i o n  has  no d a t a  on t h i s  
p r o j e c t ,  you may wi sh  to  w r i t e  to  Colonel  
Leach a t  6134 1 8 th  Rd.,  N or th ,  A r l i n g t o n ,  
VA 22205. . . . E d .

UNIT HISTORY 
Warren J e n s e n  (XIX C o rp s ) ,  P o r t o l a  V a l l e y ,  
CA, t e l l s  us t h a t  c o p i e s  o f  h i s t o r i e s  of  
u n i t s ,  from s t a t e s i d e  i n c e p t i o n  th ro u g h  
r e t u r n  t n  CONUS a r e  a v a i l a b l e ,  Wrihe Nat­
i o n a l  A rc h iv es  & Records  S e r v i c e ,  Genera l  
S e r v i c e s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  Washington ,  D.C. 
20408,  g i v i n g  as much o f  t h e  u n i t  d e s c r i p ­
t i o n  as  p o s s i b l e .  A rc h iv es  w i l l  a d v i s e  the  
c o s t  o f  c o p i e s  r e q u e s t e d ;  o r d e r  can then  
be p l a c e d .

AT THE TOMB OF IJ^E UNKNOWN SOLDIER

One o f  th e  h i g h l i g h t s  o f  ou r  Genera l  Mem­
b e r s h i p  Mee t ing was t h e  p l a c i n g  o f  a w re a th  
a t  t h e  Tomb o f  t h e  Unknown S o l d i e r  w i t h  a 
ceremony r e n d e r i n g  honor t o  a l l  o f  ou r  Nat­
i o n ' s  honored dead.

Our members and g u e s t s  t r a v e l l e d  by c h a r ­
t e r e d  b u se s  from t h e  h o t e l  t o  t h e  ce me te ry .  
They a r r i v e d  in  t ime to  spend 30 m in u te s  
v i s i t i n g  th e  Trophy Room where p l a q u e s

I p i  V - L . w ^ ZGoicrj3 j  mi-ii I
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t a ry  and c i v i l i a n ,  honor ing our  N a t i o n ' s  
heroes  were on d i s p l a y .  Our group had a 
chance to see the  Changing of  the Guard a t  
the Tomb a t  noon. At the  complet ion of 
t h i s  ceremony, we a l l  ga t her ed  in the 
Trophy Room with  bowed heads as our Chap­
l a i n ,  George W. Ha l l ,  J r . ,  l ed  us in  a mem­
o r i a l  p ray e r .  Then VBOB P re s i d e n t  Clyde 
Boden a s s i s t e d  by V-Pres.  Gene D ro u i l l a rd  
p re sen ted and placed a l a r g e  wreath  a t  the  
Tomb of  the  Unknown S o ld i e r .  The wreath 
was made of  whi te  mums and red and blue  
ca rn a t i o n s  p lus  a red ,  whi te  and blue  r i b ­
bon wi th  the  l e t t e r s  "VBOB" in  gold  and 
draped d i a g o n a l ly  ac ros s  the  wreath .  The 
ceremony ended wi th  an e x c e l l e n t  r e n d i t i o n  
o f  "Taps" by Sp6 Johnny Seay, the  U.S. Army 
Band ( P e r s h i n g ' s  Own).

The s i m p l i c i t y  and d i g n i t y  o f  t h i s  b r i e f  
ceremony made many of  us s top  and th ink  — 
to th ink  of  our  f a l l e n  comrades who were 
no t  here  today to  j o i n  us as we paid homage 
to  our  f a l l e n  ones .  Many of  us l e f t  wi th  a 
twinge in  our  h e a r t s  and a lump in  our 
t h r o a t s  as  we journeyed back to the  h o t e l .
 ̂ _____ . . .G.  D ro u i l l a rd

1984 GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
November 1984

Friday,  9 November;
1400-1800 -  R e g i s t r a t i o n  
1700-2000 -  C o ck ta i l s  w i th  f r i e n d s

Saturday,  10 November;
0830-1000 -  Cal l  to  Order,  S a l u t e ,  Invo­

c a t i o n ,  Welcome, I n t r o d u c t i o n s ,  Reports  
1000-1200 -  Harold F i s c h g ru n d 's  Panel 
1330-1500 -  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Changes; E l ­

e c t i o n / I n s t a l l a t i o n  of  O f f i c e r s  
2000 -  U.S. Army Band Concer t  a t

C o n s t i t u t i o n  Hall  -  Bus T ra n s p o r t a t i o n  
Furnished -  Premier P r e s e n t a t i o n  of  
Musical Composition Dedicated  to the  
B a t t l e  o f  the  Bulge

Sunday. 11 November;
1000-1130 -  Depar t  by bus from h o te l  f o r  

Ar l ington Nat ional  Cemetery. Wreath- 
la y in g  Ceremonies by P r e s i d e n t  and Var­
ious  V e te rans '  Organ iza t ions  i n c lu d in g  
Veterans o f  the  B a t t l e  o f  the  Bulge 

1830-1945 -  C o ck ta i l s  
1945-2100 -  Banquet 
2100 -  Guest Speaker
2130-0030 -  Dancing and Farewel l  by VBOB 

P re s id en t .
CORNERSTONE OF THE MEETING - -  To i n v i t e  a l l
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  c o u n t r i e s ,  t h e i r  Governments

V B ^ ^ 0 ^ ^ E R ^ _ ^ ^ ^ ^
P r e s i d e n t ............................................Clyde D. Boden
Execut ive  Vice Pres ident . .Wm. T. G re e n v i l l e  
Vice P r e s i d e n t  f o r  Regional

C o o r d i n a t i o n .............................. Wm. A. Simpkins
Vice P r e s i d e n t  f o r  M i l i t a r y

A f f a i r s ..............................Eugene G. D r o u i l l a r d
Vice P r e s i d e n t  f o r

Membership......................... Robert  J .  VanHouten
T r e a s u r e r ......................................... Wm. R. Hemphill
Recording S e c r e t a r y ......... Quinty C. DeAngelis
Corresponding S e c r e t a r y  Thomas D. G i l l i s
General  Counsel ............................Joseph Langbar t
C h ap la in ...................................George W. H a l l ,  J r .
E d i t o r .......................................................R. L. Lemmon
H i s t o r i a n ..............................................David E. Ruby
A r c h i v i s t ...................................Frances  W. Doherty
L i b r a r i a n ...................................Frances  W. Doherty
Publ ic  R e l a t i o n s  O f f i c e r . . . ............Roy Gordon
Surgeon..............................................Morris Ackerman
Liaison f o r  I n t e r ­

governmental  A f f a i r s . . . .Malcolm R. Wilkey 
Lia i son  f o r  I n t e r ­

n a t i o n a l  A f f a i r s ............Char l es  deM. Barnes
L ia ison f o r

M i l i t a r y  U n i t s .......................Neil  B. Thompson
Chairman, Audit  Commit tee. . . . E a r l  L. Meyers 
Chairman, Emblem Commit tee . . , .Demetri  P a r i s  
Chairman, General  Membership

Meeting Cominittee.....................E. L. Loiacono
Chairman, Nominating

Committee.....................................P e t e r  G. Dounis

The Execut ive  Counci l i s  composed of  the  
incumbents o f  the  f i r s t  e i g h t  p o s i t i o n s ;  
the  p r e s i d e n t  i s  the  chairman.  The Advis­
ory Board i s  composed o f  the  incumbents of 
the  l a s t  f i f t e e n  p o s i t i o n s ;  the  gen e ra l  
counsel  i s  the  chairman

§ § § § § § § § § § § §

and v e t e r a n s  to the  1984 Meeting wi th  an 
ambassador as  our  d i n n e r  s pea ke r ,
. . . Wm. T. G r e e n v i l l e ,  Chairman, Program

Committee, VBOB
00000000000000000000000

12



Members _Spe âk_Out
J ac k  G e r r a r d  and l ,  b o tn  wounded v eL erana 

o f  t h e  2nd Armored D i v i s i o n ,  h av i n g  s e r v e d  
w i t h  t h e  u n i t  i n  N or t h  A f r i c a ,  S i c i l y ,  Eng­
l a n d ,  F r a n c e ,  Belg ium,  H o l lan d  and Germany, 
have r e t r a c e d  o u r  s t e p s  t o  Europe on s e v ­
e r a l  o c c a s i o n s .  On t h i s  t r i p  we f l e w  to  
Rome and r e n t e d  a c a r  f o r  t h e  s o l e  p u rp o se  
o f  v i s i t i n g  th e  g r a v e  o f  G e r a ld  G e r r a r d  a t  
t h e  American Cemetary  a t  N e t t u n o .  J a c k ' s  
b r o t h e r  was k i l l e d  w h i l e  f i g h t i n g  w i t h  t h e  
3Ath I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n .  We knew o f  t h e  
ceremony a t  C l e r v a u x ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  
we c o u ld  f i t  i t  i n t o  o u r  2 2 -d a y  s c h e d u l e .

However,  we s p e n t  l e s s  t ime in  I t a l y  t han  
we had p l an n ed  and d e c i d e d  to  d r i v e  to  
C l e r v a u x ,  n o t  so  much f o r  t h e  ceremony,  b u t  
to  s e e  o u r  good f r i e n d ,  Col .  C h a r l e s  B. Mac 
Donald ,  whom we knew would be t h e r e .  The 
town was no s t r a n g e r  t o  u s ,  hav in g  been 
th e c e  t w i c e  b e f o r e .  On a r r i v a l  we were 
q u i t e  s u r p r i s e d  t o  f i n d  so  many Americans  
and to  l e a r n  t h a t  t h e  d e d i c a t i o n  was t o  be 
q u i t e  a g a l a  a f f a i r .  We were f o r t u n a t e  to  
g e t  a room i n  t h e  Grand C e n t r a l  H o t e l .  We 
were so  i m p re s s e d  t h a t  we s t a y e d  t^ro 
n i g h t s  i n s t e a d  o f  one.

We e n j o y e d  an e v e n in g  o f  f e l l o w s h i p  in  
t h e  company o f  Clyde Boden and "Kipp"  De 
A n g e l i s .  T h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  t ime we met 
Clyde and a f t e r  t a l k i n g  w i t h  him, r e a l i z e d  
t h a t  t h e  r i g h t  man was a t  t h e  head o f  VBOB- 
a t e r r i f i c  f e l l o w  and q u i t e  t h e  g e n t l e m a n .  
And o f  c o u r s e  "Kipp"  k e p t  us  s p e l l b o u n d  
w i t h  h i s  e x p e r i e n c e s  in  h i s  u n i t  which 
d e a l t  i n  d e c e i t  and d e c e p t i o n  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  
Germans were c o n c e rn e d .

Tha t  e v e n in g  a l o n e  made t h e  t r i p  t o  C l e r ­
vaux w o r t h w h i l e .  We a l s o  had t h e  p r i v i l e g e  
o f  m e e t i n g  once  a g a i n  o u r  f r i e n d  from th e  
2 8 th  I n f .  D i v i s i o n ,  Bob P o c k l i n g t o n .  Bob 
was h i s  u s u a l  a f f a b l e  s e l f .  We met so many 
f i n e  p e o p l e  t h a t  i t  would be i m p o s s i b l e  t o  
men t ion  them a l l .  However,  t h e r e  i s  one 
more whom I  must  s ay  was q u i t e  i n t e r e s t i n g  
and t h a t  was Mr. J a c k  F i e r y a ,  a fo rm er  
Dutch r e s i s t a n c e  l e a d e r  from Amsterdam. He 
was i n t r o d u c e d  t o  us  by John  H o e rb e r r  ( s i c )  
o f  t h e  9Ath D i v i s i o n .  Mr. F i e r y a  i n v i t e d  
us  t o  a t t e n d  an a f f a i r  a t  t h e  AFCENT O f f ­
i c e r s '  Club i n  t h e  M a a s t r i c h t  a r e a .  AFCENT 
i s  a p a r t  o f  NATO. The M a a s t r i c h t  a r e a  was 
2nd AD t e r r i t o r y  d u r i n g  t h e  wa r .  We were 
wined and d in e d  q u i t e  r o y a l l y  by t h e  Dutch 
a t  t h i s  a f f a i r .  So o u r  u n i n t e n d e d  s t o p  a t  
C le rv au x  p ro ved  t o  be a  ver y  h ig n  p o i n t  of

I t ' s  amazing how, a f t e r  AO 
y e a r s ,  t h e  p e o p l e s  o f  Europe c o n t i n u e  to 
t o a s t  t h e  Americans f o r  t h e i r  l i b e r a t i o n .

I n  a r e a l  s e n s e  I  b e l i e v e  i t  was t h e  
c i v i l i a n s  who made the  g r e a t e s t  s a c r i f i c e  
and were  t h e  r e a l  h e r o e s .  I  t h i n k  i t  was 
p u t  q u i t e  a p t l y  by "Kipp" a t  t h e  ban q u e t  
i n  C le rv au x  t h a t  so much has  been s a i d  and 
done by t h e s e  p eo p le  f o r  u s ,  y e t  so l i t t l e  
r e c o g n i t i o n  has  been g iv e n  by us  f o r  so 
much a g r e a t e r  p a r t  p l ay ed  by them f o r  th e  
f i n a l  v i c t o r y .

. . . D o n  Evans ,  2nd Armored Div.  Assn.

Along w i t h  h i s  1984 dues ,  Joe  S e l i n k o ,  S r . ,  
P o t t s v i l l e ,  PA s a y s  he t h i n k s  w e 'v e  come a 
l o n g  way s i n c e  t h a t  b i t t e r  B a t t l e  o f  the  
Bulge  and t h i n k s  t h e  VBOB s t a f f  has  done a 
w o n d e r f u l  j o b .  He s a y s ,  "Keep th e  good 
work g o ing"  and t h a t  he en j o y s  r e a d i n g  THE 
BULGE BUGLE as do h i s  f r i e n d s  o f  t h e  Bulge 
and co n c lu d e s  w i t h  a "Well  Done."  . . .  Ed. 

++++++++++

I  have been ask ed by th e  town o f  Marche 
en Fam.enne, Belgium,  a s  w e l l  as t h e  T o u r i s t  
F e d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  P r o v i n c e  o f  Luxembourg, 
Belgium,  to  w r i t e  t o  you.  As you know,
198A marks  t h e  AOth a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  B a t ­
t l e  o f  t h e  Bulge and i t  i s  f o r e s e e n  t h a t  
many a c t i v i t i e s  commemorating t h i s  h i s t o r ­
i c  e v e n t  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e .  The town of  
Marche,  as  w e l l  as  t h e  T o u r i s t  F e d e r a t i o n ,  
would a p p r e c i a t e  any i n f o r m a t i o n  on p l a n s  
t h a t  yo ur  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o r  any o f  your- mem­
b e r s  may have to  r e t u r n  t o  Belgium o r  
o t h e r w i s e  mark t h i s  e v e n t .  The T o u r i s t  
F e d e r a t i o n  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  to  
c o n t a c t  any i n d i v i d u a l s  p l a n n i n g  to  t r a v e l  
t o  Belgium.  P l e a s e  send any i n f o r m a t i o n  
you may have to  t h e  a d d r e s s e s  below o r ,  i f  
you p r e f e r ,  send them to  me and I  w i l l  f o r ­
ward them to  Belgium.

W r i t e  t o  Monsieur C. D our t ,  Echevin  de 
C u l t u r e  e t  S p o r t ,  5A00 Marche 
en Famenne, Belgium,  Europe 

o r  t o  F e d e r a t i o n  T o u r i s t i q u e  du Lux­
embourg B e ig e ,  Quai de 1 ' Our the
9,  6980 La Roche,  Belgium,  Eur­
ope.

. . . Douglas  S. Aykroyd,  Major ,  Armor,
U.S. Army, 712 Q u a r t e r  P a th  Lane,
C o l o n ia l  H e i g h t s ,  VA 23834 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
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J . D. Ackerman, Colorado S p rin gs , former 
member o f  the 117th I n f .  B n ., wonders why 
we have f a i le d  to  mention the 30th In f .  
D iv. in  THE BULGE BUGLE. A poignant ver ­
s io n  o f  the Malmedy Massacre fo l lo w s . Mr. 
Ackerman w r ite s ,  "We were bivouacked to  
the North and one day rece iv ed  orders to  
proceed to  Malmedy which we d id . S ta r t ­
ing  a t 5 p.m. the D iv is io n  tr a v e l le d  a l l  
n ig h t , a r r iv in g  in  S ta v e lo t ,  the c i t y  next 
to Malmedy. We went in to  a c tio n  and took  
the c i t y  th a t morning, then captured Mal­
medy n ex t.

"The c i t y  appeared a t  f i r s t  to  be in  our 
hands— G I's d r iv in g  around in  our v e h ic le s  
when we d iscovered  they c o u ld n 't speak or 
understand E n g lish . They were Germans who 
had captured our G I's , k i l l e d  th e m ,s tr ip ­
ping them and d ress in g  in  the U.S. u n i­
form s. We d etec ted  them by e s ta b lis h in g  
road b lock s and ask ing  q u est io n s  l ik e  
'What i s  the c a p ito l o f  C olorado' and 'How 
much i s  two b it s ? '  The German SS troops  
went through every house in  S ta v e lo t ,  k i l ­
l in g  every person, young and o ld , men and 
women. They herded about 100 c iv i l i a n s  
in to  a barn and then raked i t  w ith  mach- 
inegun f i r e .

"When we drove the Germans out o f  Malmedy, 
they had n ea r ly  a hundred o f  our p r iso n ers  
whom they found to be a burden and had 
them herded in to  the f i e l d  and machine- 
gunned them. I d iscovered  th ose  dead s o l ­
d ie r s  and reported  to  my C.O. That was 
la b e l le d  as the Malmedy M assacre.

"My regim ent captured 54 German tanks in  
tak ing  th a t area . Our c a s u a l t ie s  were 
heavy. The 1 s t  D iv is io n  had l o s t  two- 
th ird s  o f  th e ir  men and the 104th th at 
many, a ls o . Our a ir  fo r c e  co u ld n 't  se e  
through the fog  and bombed our own troops  
four d if f e r e n t  tim es. They stampeded the  
c iv i l i a n s  out o f  Malmedy — 4 ,000  o f  
them — and many o f  them were k i l l e d .

"Our A ss is ta n t  D iv is io n  Commander, Gen. 
H arrison, led  the u n it  which captured 54 
German tanks. They were heading fo r  the 
c o a s t , but were running out o f  g a s . Our 
gas sto ra g e  w ith  m il l io n s  o f  b a r r e ls  was 
p o sitio n ed  near L iege. We s e t  them a f i r e ,  
75,000  g a llo n s , to avoid  th e ir  cap tu re .

"I th ink our troops and o th ers  were South 
o f us in  and near S t . V ith ."

A N D  MORE M E M B E R S  S P E A K  O U T  -----

The. ioZtoiAjing '̂com a 6to^y by B U i Ran­
d a l l .
Vun.ing W jJ II I u)â  a rmmbe.  ̂ the 106th 
In{i. Viv. iKom i.ti> inception a t  Ft.Jackson, 
S.C. I wa6 a^'iigmd to and s erved with the 
106th Ren. T^oop dating my militan.y cafLeeK 
u n t i l  I ooa-6 captured and became a POW a t  
the Battle  ô  the Bulge in 1944.
We have thn.ee daughter's, one 0(5 whom i-i 
married to a Major in the Army .stationed in 
Oberur^el a t  Camp King, a ^ew mcie^ outside  
0(5 Frankfurt. They would return to the U.S. 
la ^ t  September and begged o4 to v i ^ i t  them. 
We decided th a t  i t  would be now or neve'i,
40 with three weelz^' vacation, ofti we went.
One 0  ̂ the s t ip u la t io n s  I requested on th is  
v i s i t  was th a t  we would go to Groslangen- 
ie ld  where my o u t f i t  iought and where I was 
captured. Through a German lady who worked 
in the same o^^ice with my daughter, the 
town was located  and she wrote to the Bur- 
germeister t e l l in g  him her {^ather was there 
during the B att le  0($ the Bulge, would l ik e  
to come hack, and asked i i  he would give  
some d irec t io n s .  In return, the Burger- 
meister wrote her a personal handwritten 
l e t t e r  saying he was happy I wanted to come 
back. We should come d ir e c t l y  to  his home 
and he would have a guide and inte.rpreter  
a t  our d isposal ^or the length o{, our s tay .  
This, then, leads up to our v i s i t .
Early on May 26 my wi{,e, daughter, my son- 
in-law, and I s e t  out r̂om Fiank^urt ior  
Sroslangen^eld to make one oi my grea te s t  
dreams come true. The weather was cloudy 
and we encountered sho'wers on the imy, but 
the ia r th e i  Noith we traveled the weather 
improved. I r e c a l l  passing by Limburg, the 
i i r s t  place I was interrogated as a POW.
I t  i s  now a fa ir ly  large c i t y .  We continued 
Morth and crossed the border in to  Belgium 
as I wanted to go {^irst to S t.  Vith. We 
arrived there, now a beautiiu l town, and 
^ound the memorial to those members oi the 
106th Viv. who gave th e ir  l i v e s  in the Bat­
t l e  oi the Bulge. A^ter some p ic tu re- tak -  
ing we had dinneA in a lo ca l  restaurant in 
St. Vith and headed ior Groslangen^eld, a 
hal^-hour drive  back across the German bor­
der.
Groslangen^eld i s  re a l ly  a hanntet 450 
people whose main occupation i s  {,arming.
We (finally located  the Burgermeister's 
house; he Hkzs waiting ^or us. His wi^e had

niLL u m i u s  m m  to omLANosmLp
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p^zpa'Xe.d a 'JZMj ^amptaou^ liiyich. Fo-^£ow</ig 
t o a s t i  With iome. e x c e f f e n t  GeAman ivine and 
a q^aai ZuYni'n . ê., a-luncf w-it'n Ou'l hoi>t xnd 
tha int'tfLp-Mitp^^, ^ e t  out to  i in d  tho. bunke.^ 
t h a t  I had 6ee,n in  back in Ve.cemb^^, 1944.
Mu p ia toon  wai in a bunfee't on thd Wtntz^i - 
ip e . l t  Road ove-^looking tho. SP-ig^^^ed LinP. 
and {fO'iQ.iti, to th t  Ea^t. Foû i o{, mij Â imy 
buddies -6znt me 6ke.tche.^ o  ̂ th i^  lo c a t io n  
(i'LOm th2.-LK memo-t'Cei. 'Jiith tk i- i  ■tn{iO’iimation 
and wj O'm ^'iQ.coltact'Con v z  6Q.t ou t.  What 
a ihock!  7 czfitaA^nl^ kn<H) thz  afi<ia would 
not look th i  -ictTie, but  7 mvo.fi ^zalize.d  i t  
would po-b-SLblij bz thi..i> di(i^<i\?,At. f i f i^ t  
Z'i i l l  thZ'XQ. wa-i onl^ a m a l l  Catholic, 
chu'ich and t'A)o house.-i s tan d in g  ^^om the. 
time. 0|5 the B a t t l e .  What wen.e once d^n.t 
xoad-i a^e now macadam and, in some ca^es, 
\ e to c a te d .  Î \uck ô , the Ao'ie-st^ had bee.n 
lu-cned by the in ten se  an.tclle^ij and mo^tan. 
i'i'ie during the b a t t l e .  The a \ea  has been 
re sezded an i has b eaa t^ iu l  ^oxe^sts, but <.t 
(4  S t  t i l  d i i ie n .e n t .  Almost a l l  o{) the 
Dragon’ s Teeth the Sieg^x-ced Line have 
been lemoved. I wanted badlu to g e t  p-co- 
tun.es the Dragon's T^ieth a-id we had t'j 
go about thx.ee m ile s  out  0 (̂ town to f,oid 
some. I t  was u n be lievab le  what time xnd 
the c.le.mcnts hcive dotii to them. The ' a'l.’’ 
nov only about two i e e t  h-tgh and ^ull  oq 
pock waXkA and hole^. But I d id  g e t  -some, 
photos th a t  I W'Cll che'i-c^h.
We n e x t  Ae t  ou t  t j  i-vad th e  l o c a t i o n  oi  
the bunk'll I was in .  il-s-ing the maps my 
b u d d ie s  and my vemo^y, we se a rc h ed  ^o-t 
a b o u t  an hou^. f i n a l l y  we came t o  a p l a c e  
t h a t ,  {fOX. -some. unkAOWn lea-son, lo o k z d  j a s t  
a - s l i g h t  b i t  ^ami l iax to  me. 7 c a n ' t  e x ­
p l a i n  why,  b u t  7 j u s t  had t h a t  R e e l in g .
When we xiefie th ex e  in 1944 th e  ground m s  
co ve re d  w i t h  mo^e than a i o o t  o{, snow and 
now the^xe were  onl:j gxeen ^ o x e s t s .  7 xem 
embz^ t h a t  vhen 1 lo o k e d  o u t  ouK bunker,
7 l o o k e d  ovex th e  W i n t e x s p z t t  Road and 
t i e  V^agoa's  Tze t h  i n t o  the  io n . z s t s .  They 
wexe vz-xy dense and we d i d  n o t  knoi> a t  the  
t o n z  t h a t  beh-ind them Hit len.  was maxshal  
l i n g  the men and matex- iel  t h a t  would stx- ike  
a t  3S30 on 16 Pecembzx. in h i s  l a s t  af t̂em^ t̂ 
to savz  Nazi  Gexmany. 0^ c o u r s e ,  h<.stoAy 
x.eco>ids t h a t  -it was n o t  s u c c e s s f u l .

1 t o l d  the tn t zApAz tex  t h a t  7 had a s tx a n g e  
f ez l - ing  t h a t  we wzxe v e \ y  c l o s e  to  the  
s p o t .  But the^e was one g x e a t  di{^{^e^ence. 
At  th e  s p o t  whefie 7 was stand-ing thexe  was  
a I t  was n o t  theAe back 'in 1944. He
ZKpla inzd io  ih<i. and h-lS W'iaZ t h a t

we would I tk e  to  come onto the-ifi pxopexty.
He t o ld  them who wz loene and why we wen.e 
thzfLZ. Aitz-x somz d iscu ss io n  we wex.e a l ­
lowed to go on the pfiope>ity to  t^iy to  ^lyid 
the bunkz^. 7 was vexy d isappo in ted  unt<.l 
the { âxmex po in ted  out a t a l l  s t e e l  towe-x 
to  ou^ f ligh t,  used to  suppoAt h-igh vo l ta g e  
z l z c t f i i c  l i n e s  and was on thz sp o t  whe'ie a 
bunkz^i once ha.d been, S i t i l l ,  -it d-id not  
seem to  bz the s p o t  because whence we we^e, 
the.fie we.^e no faxm build-ings lo c a te d  so 
c lo s e .  Tkzn came the explanation th a t  ims 
a l l  7 nezded to  be convinced  7 had found 
what  7 s e t  out to  f ind  the fa^m has only  
been the^e 30 yeaAS and i t  i s  almost 39 
yeaAS s in c z  wz fought the^e.
Jn my heaAt  7 was satA.sfi.ed  7 had found the  
s p o t .  As 7 looked acAOiS the W in te r sp z l t  
Road in to  the f o r e s t s ,  a ve^y unusual 
th-ing happened. He-XZ i.t was, a lm ost the 
end of May, and a l l  of a suddzn 7 saw the 
snow-covzizd v a l l e y ,  the Dragon's Teeth, 
the snow-laden fo x e s t  tx.ees, and men <» 
w h itz  camouflage s u i t s  coming towaxd us.  7 
coulu hea-'L the axtil.lex.ii s h e l l s  w h-istlm g  
overhead and the explosion  of max tax 
rounds and the sound of f i i f l e s  and Euxp 
Guns, th z  moituA n o isz  and c l i c k e t y  clack  
nf tanks.  S tra n g es t  of a l l ,  7 could see 
ou'X p la toon . Men who wexe k i l l e d  thexe and 
men who have passed on since the wax. I 
could s z z  them c lza -x ly , a lv o z ,  and h ẑaxd 
the ix  v o ic e s .
NeveA s-ince the moaning of 16 Decembex 1944 
havz I zve-x had any f lashbacks and have had 
no tn.O J.blz sincz my ' j i s i t .  out I w i l l  chex 
tsh  th a t  movznt whzn L s tood  thzxz 39 yeaxs
lo.teK a.nd saw these men al-ivz aga-cn. Then 
wene my fr ie n d s  and ^zllow-\mexicans and as  
S'jldizAS wz depe/ided on zich  othe-x ( )C-x oux 
l^ v e s .  What an expex-ience to see them 
a g a in !
Following t h i s ,  we xetuxnzd to the Buxgzx 
m z is te x ' s  housz fox some wine, snacks, and 
p ic tu r e -  taking and chatt-cng. As a mzmbzx 
of thz Borough Council in Roye-xsfoxd, Penn­
sy lv a n ia ,  7 took along a l e t t e r  of gxZ'.u'ing 
(I’Xom ou-x Mayo-x to  th z  Buxge-xmeistex and 
a lso  a book about thz Centennial celeb-xatzd  
he^e in 1979. Thz Buxgexme<stzx was vzAy 
happy and ve^y im pressed . In ch a t t in g  with  
him we both decided  i t  would be a g-xeat gz s 
tuAZ of peac e  and fx iendsh ip  i^ oux commun­
i t i e s  could become s i s t e r  c i t i e s .
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The i t ems  below are  a v a i l a b l e  through  VBOB. F i l l  in order  blank below and a l l o w  s i x  ( 6 ) 
weeks f o r  d e l i v e r y .  Send forms t o  VBOB Headquarters . ,  a long  w ith  check or money order  pay ­
ab le  t o  VBOB.

(1)  With th e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  the  c o f f e e  mug, a l l  i t ems  are in f u l l  VBOB c o l o r s :  b l u e ,  r e d ,  
y e l l o w ,  green  and b la c k .

(2)  Metal en gr a ve r  p l a t e s  accompany p la q u es  A1 and A2. We s u g g e s t  you have your name and 
u n i t  engraved  on th e  p l a t e .  This  s e r v i c e  i s  p r i c e d  at  5? per l e t t e r .

PLEASE PRINT ALL INFORMATION CLEARLY

ITEM
A1 P laque 5" X 6 "
A2 ' 5" X 7"
A3 " 5" Diam
B1 Patch ( sma l l  ) 2 - 3 / 4 "  Diam
B2 " ( l a r g e )  4 - 3 / 4 "  Diam
C. Desk Pen Se t
D. Lapel Pin
E. C o f f e e  Mug
F. T i e ,  Brown w /w h i t e  VBOB
G. S ca rv es  (no t  a v a i l  a b l e )

VBOB D eca l s  4" Diam 3 / $ l . 00

Engrdving:  P5(/; leLLer

P l e a s e  en grave  f o l l o w i n g  on p l a t e :  
( a b b r e v i a t e  where p o s s i b l e )

PRICE
$ 1 2 . 0 0
$ 1 5 . 0 0
$ 10 .0 0
$ 2 . 5 0
$ 6 . 0 0
$20.00
$ 7 . 0 0
$ 4 . 5 0
$ 1 0 .0 0

$ 1 . 00

Name

Unit

QUANTITY TOTAL

NAME
! f i r s t )

address
, no . s t r e e t

T a s t y

TOTAL PURCHASE $

( s t a t e ) >zip,



VETERANS OF THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE 
P.O. Box 11129, A r l in g to n ,  VA 22210-2129

VBOB HISTORY DONATION

Name:
Last ; [ F i r s t : (Middle ; Area Code

( S t r e e t )  (Apartment) (Ci ty )  ( S ta t e )  (ZIP)

During the  Ardennes Campaign (December 16, 19^^ -  January 25, 19^5):

My u n i t  was: _________________________
(Company, B a t t e r y ,  
o r  comparable u n i t ]

(Regiment, B a t t a l i o n ,  Combat 
Command, o r  comparable)

I  was a

(D iv i s io n ,  Corps,  o r  Army] 

______________ on duty a s ___
[Rank/Grade) (MOS, e . g . ,  r i f l e m an ,  cannoneer ,  e t c .

The a t t a c h e d  ( w r i t t e n ) ( o r a l ) accoun t  i s  hereby g r a n t e d ,  donated,  and devised 
to the VETERANS OF THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE. Any account  no t  contemporaneous 
wi th the  even t  i s  t r u e  to  the b e s t  o f  my r e c o l l e c t i o n .

I  unders tand  t h a t  t h i s  i s  p a r t  o f  the  VBOB'S p r o j e c t  to p rese rve  h i s t o r i c a l  
d a t a  about  the  Ardennes Campaign ( B a t t l e  of  the Bulge) .  I  acknowledge the 
VBOB's r i g h t ( s )  to  make t h i s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  h i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a rc h  and to 
r e t r a n s f e r  to  i n s u r e  p roper  p r e s e r v a t i o n  and subsequent  use by a museum, 
l i b r a r y ,  or  d e p o s i t o ry  (see VBOB Bylaws, A r t i c l e  I X  B).

S ig n e d :
[Date ]

Witness:
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SPECIAL
NOTICE

General Membership Meeting 
Nevember 9th, lOth, 11th, 1984 

Washington, D.C.
Now a v a i l a b l e ,  "The U .S .  Army in ETO Ardennes  B a t t l e  o f  
the  Bulge" by Hugh M. C o le .  G.P.O.  s t o c k  # 0 0 8 - 0 2 9 - 0 0 0 5 9 - 5 .  
Send check or money order  f o r  $ 2 1 . 0 0  t o  S u pe r te n de n t  o f  Docu­
ment s .  Government P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  Wash ington ,  D.C. 20402 or  
c a l l  code  (202 )  7 8 3 -3 2 3 8 .  V isa  or Master Charge a c c e p t e d  on 
phone o r d e r s .  In f orm at i on  c o u r t e s y ,  David Schneck ,  290 th  I n f .  
75th D i v i s i o n .

Application for M embership

VETERANS OF THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE
P.O. Box 11129,  A r l i n g t o n ,  V i r g i n i a  2 22 10 -2 12 9  

Annual Dues $10 
DONATIONS ARE WELCOME

Name _Birthdale_

Address 

C ity ____

_Phone (_

___ Ŝtete _Zip_
■N,-

Unit(s) to which assigned during period D ecem b elS l'. 1944-January 2 5 , 194  ̂ (Div, Regt, 5n, Co)

Campaign Ribbons and Battle stars awarded

W ounded . 

Captured _

Make check or money order payable to VBOB and mail with this applicauon to ab e  address


