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We thought the interest was there.......
now we know! It is! The response to our
40th Anniversary European tour to partici-
pate in special commemorative events honor-
ing the Battle of the Bulge has been great.
We are now is a GO position! Already 96
people have registered for our trip and
more are expected!

Our planned trip has stirred the memories
and imagination of nearly every European
nation, particularly Belgium and Luxembourg.
This was clearly evidenced in September when
members of the VBOB took part in the Cler-
vaux, Luxembourg, dedication of a new G.I.
monument built by that small community to
honor the American veterans of the Bulge.
But everywhere, it seems, from officials to
local citizens, great anticipation was ex-
pressed at the prospect of joining with
them in 1984 to remember the 40th Anniver-
sary. And wonderful plans are being dev-
eloped.

Many questions have been raised in the
past several weeks about how the trip will
be organized; whether individuals who take
part will be able to return to their spec-
ial places where their own unit fought;
will there be time to retrace some of our
route, etc. These are all good gquestions
and are being considered by Galaxy Tours,
our tour organizer, a company which has
specialized.in trips for U.S. veterans
more than 20 years.
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But let's examine some of these points.
Fortunately, the complete area of Bulge
action is relatively restricted. It will
enable all of us to enjoy an overview of
the total battle areas, yet to have suffic-
ient time in our own sectors to revisit
places that are particularly important to
each of us. We will accomplish this in
several ways; for instance, motorcoach as-

signments will be made according to your
service - dividing the Bulge area into the
north and south sectors. Next, we will
study your individual requests of places
you want to visit and route the motorcoach
as closely to that area as possible, and
plans are under way to have local citizens
provide their private cars to take individ-
ual family units to these special places on
one or more of the days that we will be
there.

Each motorcoach will operate as a separ-
ate tour, not in convoy, to enable greater
flexibility. At the same time, scheduling
will be arranged to insure that everyone is
present at predetermined points for group
functions and events. This will enable
everyone to enjoy the major group events,
but still have the opportunity of "doing
their own thing" in their own sectors.

This represents a massive planning program,
but it will be accomplished. Much of the
success will, however, depend upon each
person who plans to take part. Early reg-
istration and advance information as to
your particular areas of interest, as re-
quested in the Registration Form, will
help. SO ACT PROMPTLY! If you plan to go
and have not registered, make your reser-
vations NOW. Don't delay. And mail in
your requests for special places immediat-

ely, too.
A few other facts which will be helpful..
FIRST, there are a number of tours be-

ing offered by different organizations and
travel companies. Some of these are excel-
lent, but tend to lean very heavily on one
or two basic elements without the balance
of historic flacts and personal involvement
with local citizens and touristattractions.
Our VBOB trip is structured to recognize
that most people want some of both., It is
our belief that the association of our
members with local people in each area in
which we can share together some of the



extraordinary activities being planned is
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action and the development of family par-
ticipation in the growth of VBOB itself.
Moreover, the spirit and the friendships
manifested in our visits will contribute
a more meaningful experience and support
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the common goal of perpetuating the wonder-
ful relationships which have endured for
the past 40 years.

SECOND, airline arrangements will be
made for you from your home to Europe and

return. If you want to remain overseas
after the tour ends, Galaxy will assist you
and provide the lowest cost, most conven-
ient airline arrangements for you. You can

even return from a city other than that
shown in our brochure. Call them on their
toll-free telephone (800-523-7287) for in-
formation.

THIRD, details and recommendations will
be sent to you soon regarding suggestions
for perhaps small gift items you may want

to take to Europe to present to your hosts
who will be attending to your special re-

guests. We are planning social gatherings
with our friends in Belgium and Luxembourg
and this information will be sent out to

everyone who is going.

Su - we're Of1 our way . . . bul we want
Y 0OU to be with us. If you haven't made
your reservalions, DG IT TODAY! If you
would like another copy of the tour broch-

re, let us know. Tt will sent to you.
And,; by the way, bring your family and
“r1ondu with you. This will be perhaps our

"LAST Hurran" for major celebrations in

Europe! And it will be a good one!

[This information is pPO’Lde by "Kipp"

D VBOB's Li n Officer for In-
and Intergovernmental Affairs.]
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Outfit Reunions ~~~~~

The 557th AAA Battalion Association will
hold its 35th Annual Reunion at the Marriott
Motel, Harrisburg, PA on 18 & 19 May 1984,
Further details may be obtained from L.
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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING SHAPES
9, 10, 11 November 1984
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1984 up!

NOTICE
The VBOB Executive Council

Council 11 at
¥ a.m. Oon Saturaoay, March 31, 1784, at
Fort Myer, VA. Other VBOB members are

invited to attend.
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BATTLE OF THE BULGE
VIODNUVIENT TO THE
ANMERICAN SOLDIER

On the occasion of the dedication of the
monument to the American Soldier in the
Battle of the Bulge in Clervaux, Luxembourg
on 11 September 1983, VBOB President, Clyde
D. Boden, addressed the assemblage as fol-
lows:

"Royal Highnesses, excellencies,

ladies,

THE AMERICAN SOLDIER IN THE

RATTLE OF THE BULGE
gentlemen, distinguished guests and mem-
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not only a million 0 but alsoc many
others whose heroism cannot go unnoticed...
Our ughts are sad as we gaze at th

striking monument which reminds us of
ues that

have undergirded free-thinking



people for centuries. But I see more than
a monument . . . I see a soldier, seemingly
solemn in thought, recalling for us battles
over the ages. Those were battles -- some
won, some lost -- that were in many
instances fought by young people who just
recently had been in school, on the farm,
in the office, in the factory willing to
give their lives for what they believed to
be right."

Mr. Boden went on to say "But most of all
I see a challenge. I see a challenge to
people who want freedom and peace, a chal-
lenge to strengthen those who are free to
stand up and fight, a challenge to aid
those who want to shake off the yoke and so
indicate by their actions. Those of us in
the free world -- we here today -- must
stand ready and willing to do all we can
for the cause of peace."

He concluded by saying "And so, let us
pledge today to support the cause of free-
dom and the cause of peace with our hearts
and minds, by our actions, and, if neces-
sary, our lives."

U.S. Ambassador to Luxembourg, John E.
Dolibois, read to those present at the cer-
emony the following letter from Ronald
Reagan, President of the United States.

ED THOMAS, NATIONAL COMMANDER OF THE 80TH
DIVISION VETERANS ASSOCIATION VISITED
McAULIFFE SQUARE IN BASTOGNE WHILE AT

CLERVAUX, LUXEMBOURG

"I am proud to extend my warm greetings on
behalf of all Americans to members of the

Cercle d'etudes sur la Bataille des Arden-
nes, to the people of Clervaux, and to the

citizens of Luxembourg as you gather to
celebrate and commemorate the liberation of
your home country nearly 40 years ago.
Those indeed were trying times, but during
the long dark years of occupation, faith in
the future and belief in the fundamental
values of freedom, peace, and human dignity
were reaffirmed. The placement of this
monument to an unknown GI stands as a fit-
ting tribute to the courage and dedication
of those from both our countries who died
to restore liberty. This monument will
serve as a solemn reminder of the joyous
day when at last Luxembourg was released
from the grip of oppression. I wish to ex-
press my sincere appreciation for this
symbol of enduring friendship between our
two countries which was strengthened during
that heroic struggle."

More than 100 members of VBOB, other vet-
erans, relatives and friends joined thous-
ands of Luxembourgers as a USAF Band and a
local band played martial music and a local
choral group sang. The US Marine Corps
provided a color guard and a Luxembourg
military detachment served as an honor guard.

SOSSESE05998585588855848488

DEDICATION OF THE STATUE AT CLERVAUX
TO THE VETERANS OF THE BATTLE OF THE
BULGE IN LOVING MEMORY BY CEBA

Inspiring in its grandeur
Here at Clervaux today,
This statue to the Bulge GI's
We proudly now display.
They came from every walk of life,
From far across the sea,
And spent themselves unselfishly
To set our country free.
This is the climax of a dream
Today here at this site,
By CEBA and its members
Who had this goal in sight.
Through years of dedication
That tried both mind and will,
The fruits of toil and efforts
Now CEBA does fulfill.
With heartfelt thanks and gratitude
That will forever live,
It is the least that we can do
For all that they did give.
We dedicate this monument
With honor, love and pride,
To all GI's who in the Bulge
Survived and those who died.
. «.Harold F. Mohn
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GENERAL BRUCE C. CLARKE GIVES THE BIG PICTURE OF THE BULGE

On Saturday morning at the VBOB convention, General BruceC. Clarke, Retirea, sSpuke of
the big picture of the Ardennes counter-offensive of December, 1944. He was a Brigadier
General in command of CCB, 7th Armored Division, which took over at St. Vith at 1430 on
17 December from Major General Alan Jones, the commander of the 106th Infantry Division.

General Clarke pointed out these things from his 40 years' study of the "Bulge" --

>>>"Why the Allied Advance was Halted in September 1944 -- The allied advance across
France had run out of gasoline for its tanks and mechanized forces after the Third Army
had broken the line of the Moselle River and had captured Nancy. UOUnfortunately, this

situation caused a halt in the advance toward Germany until about the middle of November
of 1944,

>>>"Hitler Plans for a Counter-Offensive to Try Lo Get an Armistice to FPrevent the
Splitting of Germany Into Two Segments -- Hitler issued this directive to his generals
about 15 September: The Counter-Offensive must be a surprise, it was to go through the
Ardennes rapidly, it was to begin just before Christmas, it was to take advantage of bad
weather to hinder the allied aircraft from counter-attacking his forces, and was to
cross the Salm River quickly and turn north behind the British Army. The delay in the
allied advance in September and October 1944, and part of November, enabled about 20
German divisions to be assembled under Manteuffel and Dietrick in the general vicinity
of Prum by 16 December when it launched its surprise attack. The main effort, under
Field Marshal Manteuffel, struck the 106th Infantry Division, the l4th Armored Cavalry

Greup and a part of the 28th Tnfantry Division. Dietrick hit the American units to the
north of Manteuffel,

>>>"The Germans Were Afraid of Patton -- Manteuffel sent von Luttwitz with a rather
weak force to attack on his lef't flank as far as the Meuse jiver. This was to protect
him Crom Patton's Third Army as he turned to the right across the Salm River. This
force unexpectedly encountered U.S. Lroops before Bastogne. Although Bastogne was sur-
rounded, it was relieved by the Third Army on 26 December.

>>>"Manteuffel's Plans for the Attack -- Assemble some 20 divisions and supplies in
the wooded area near Prum over a period of eight weeks. Movement only night and before
dawn. Strict radic silence. Strict noise control. Men restricted to wooded areas. Do
not visit local people. No wood fires at any time. No lights. Daylight charcoal fires
only tor cooking. Plans given Lo lower levels at the last minute.

"TACTICS"
"Before the attack he visited the area of the attack dressed as a colonel rrom a nigher
headgquarters. He wanted to find out the habits of American troops and patrols on their
front and he wanted to locate the boundaries between regiments and battalions of the
American units. Based upon what he found, he called off the planned 1l-hour artillery
preparation on the American positions, attacked in platoon columns - down the boundaries
between battalions and regiments - not against theipr fropts. He pointed out that the
weakest part of any defense was the boundaries between units. He directed that all
telephone wires be cut, and after penetrating three or four kilometers,; he had his at-

tacking columns close behindthe by-passed American units. He took 8,500 American pris-
oners.

"The Tth Armored Division, and CCB, 9th Armored Division, assembled rapidly in the St.
Vith-Vielsalm areas. There they ground Manteuffel's main effort to a halt by Christmas,
1944, On Christmas Eve, Manteuffel called Hitlepr's headguarters to report that the
delay had made the plan impossible, :and that the German troops should be withdrawn to
the starting line to save casualties, Hitler did not approve.

"During January and early February, 1945, the reinforced American troops drove the Ger-
mans back to their starting line. Thus, the Army's greatest battle, which caused some
78,000 casuallies, ended.

tember? Why did the allies, with considerable information, not officially detect the
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German build-up for the attack? Why did General Eisenhower replace General Bradley with
Field Marshal Montgomery in command of the U.S. First and Ninth Armies on 20 December?
And if we had been able to push forward in September, would we have overrun Germany be-
fore the Russians got there, thereby preventing the splitting of Germany? Would this
have made unnecessary the stationing of American troops in Germany since WWII?2"

.

We are grateful ti our colleague, General Bruce C. Clarke shared his overview of the
cause and effect of this great battle. His own personal exploits at St. Vith, as com-
mander of CCB, 7Tth Armored Division, played a major role in upsetting the German master
plan. Well done, Sir! . « . Ed

General Bruce C. Claxke [(Ret) presenting
an autographed copy of his boog "CLarke of
St. Vith," to VBOB Presdident CLyde Boden
for our Militany Library. Gen. Clarke,
then a Brigadier Generaf, commanded CCB,
7th Aamonred Div. at St. Vith and played a
majon nole 4in upsetting the German Master
Plan. Any member wishing to purchase this
book may do s0 by sending $10 to Dillon/
Liedexrbach, Inc., 4953 Stonington Road,
Winaton-Salem, NC 27103.

SECRETARY OF ARMY ADDRESSES VBOB

; = An analogy between the recent Grenada in-
.ne_h%gnltqhﬁ of the Saturday evening fes- vasi ter za i )e mission, and
tivities of the Annual Membership Meeting the B of the drawn The
was the eloquent and informat speech by jut unknown ele-

the Honorable John ~ure the de

ary of the Army. t hold the
unity and confid in entua m forward.
211 as the men an it
He indicat : the Bulge lasted for %
1 |44 reatest land patt € Y

nrenpared
prepared

enues of possible enemy attack ! 'y
morale is at a high level and the equip- =
ment mobile and sophisticated. e

ar

plan.

victorious




PAGE BA

The Washington Times

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14,1983

Battle of the Buige:
Fighting, frostbite —
and ferocious valor

By Jack Kneece
WASHINGTON TIMES STAFF

The daytime temperature averaged
15 degrees and it dropped to zero every
night. Snowstorms were routine.
American riflemen kept one pair of
socks in their helmets, one under their
jackets and wore one pair.

Daily combat and frostbite were
companions for 40 days and nights. Fro-
zen Gl corpses were leaned against
fences. Fingers froze to triggers of M1
rifles.

It was a miserable, snowy hell, yet
part of what Winston Churchiil cailed
“the Greatest American victory" of
World War 11

It was the Battle of the Bulge.

And it was in this kind of weather
when Pfc. Bob VanHouten, now 60, and
a Fairfax resident, said he peeked over
the lip of a fragmented concrete bunker
on Dec. 16, 1944, his breath frosting in
the air, and saw the beginning of the
battle

*“1'd never seen so many Germans in
my life. There must have been 10,000 of
them coming across that field," said Mr
VanHouten, one of a group of Bulge
veterans who reminisced about the bat
tle yesterday during a meeting at
Washington Times.

The last major German counterat
tack was so advanced and so close that
the only thing Mr. Vanouten could do
as a forward artillery observer — under
radioed orders — was “get out of there”

“There's not enough artillerv any
where to stop this,” he radioed the artil-
lery.

Some 200,000 German troops in white
SNOW Stits, including crack Panzer divi
sions spearheaded bv Tiger tanks,
swepl toward Bastogne, until then only
a small town in Belgium, creating the
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peneiiation and “buige” in allied

that gave the battle its name
Dorothy Davis, 57, now living n

Rockville, was a voung Army nurse

cer and ordered him to rally his men
and return to the front.

Bill Simpkins, 61, now of Baltimore,
was a member of the 510th Fighter
Squadron, a captain flying P-47s from a
field about 10 miles away, when his men
began daily attack missions in support
of Gen. George S. Patton Jr., whose 3rd
Army raced to relieve the surrounded
troops at Bastogne,

“We carried two 500-pound bombs
and 3,360 rounds of .50-caliber ammuni-
tion, eight machineguns, two wing
tanks and a main belly tank,” he said. On
one of his missions, a German tank
roiled into a ditch o gel an angle and
fired, hitting his belly tank. Mirac-
ulously, the tough P-47 was still flyable
and he returned "with a ringing in my
cars that lasted for days.”

Col. Eugene Drouillard, now 70, of
McLean, was commander of a rifle com-
pany known as the “diaper division”
because most of its troops were 1n their
teens, He lost more than 30 of his com-
mand in a few minutes as the battle
began

“It was so'cold that we would take our
corpses and lean them against fence
posts so they could be found” Gen
(‘larke sard

Col. Drouillard said his green troops
“quickly gained an insight into what
was ahead when they saw truckloads of
dead Gls, frozen in every grotesque
position imaginabie, He said his men
soon were subsisting on one meal a day.

Former Rep. Joel Broyhill, 64, was a
voung artillery officer who was cap-
tured, but not before ordering his
105Smmhowitzers spiked by shortening
the fuses and ramming rockets in the
muzzies, detonatung them with iong lan-
yards

“The Germans moved us in boxcars
fed uns whar we called sawdust
bread. We were cold, hungry and were
attacked several umes by the RAF
(Royal Aiv Force) and our own pilots

and

“They wanted to fight to the last man. | was
proud of them. I'm still proud of them. and I'm

not sentimental.”

then. Soon, some of the 80,000 allied
casualties began pouring through her
unit, the S7th Army Field Hospital.

She found herself trapped in the
bulge aiong with elements of the Allied
troops caught in the Colmar Pocker

Inthe early partof the battle, she and
the small corps of doctors and nurses
trapped along with Gen. Anthony
McAuliffe’s troops treated 958 patients,
operating on 516 of them; 107 died.

General Bruce C. Clarke, 82, who
lives in McLean, was the armor com-
mander at St. Vith credited with blun-
ting the Germans' last-gasp attack. As
he raced to the front, he said, he sought
a way 0 prevent "the confusion from
Decoming aisorganizey.”

He found much of the artillery
retreating in disarray. He pulled his .45-
caliber automatic on one artillery offi-

who didn't know we were there” Mr
Broyhill said

He said he later escaped by hiding in
Lthe straw of a barn.

“We were always cold and wet,” Col
Drouillard said, “despite rotating our
socks” The cold caused many casual-
ties

As Gen. Pation fought toward Bas-
togne, former Col James “Jimmie”
Leach, 61, a resident of Arlington, a
tank officer with Gen. Patton’s famed
4th Armored Division, said his men ran
into a stubborn anti-tank gun
emplacement.

He recalled that several times Lt Col.
Creighton Abrams, later to command
Amorican farrae in Viatnam ardered
his men to take out the emplacement.
“Finally, in his command tank, he got in
position and took it out himself,” Col.

b
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Washington-area veterans of the Battle of the Bulge gather for a reunion. They are,
from left, standing: Peter G. Dounis, Dorothy Davis, Harold Leinbaugh, Robert J
vanHouten, James H. Leach, William A. Simpkins, Joe Langbarn, Eugene G.
Drouillard; seated: Clyde D. Boden. Gen. Bruce C. Clarke and William R. Hemphill
Inset is Gen. Clarke. Below are members of Second Platoon Headquarters, 557th
AAA Battalion, 84th Infantry Division, on a tank after the battie ended in early 1945

Mr. Boden is seated second trom left

Leach recalled. “That's the kind of man
he was."

Harold "Bud" Leinbaugh, ou, of Fair
fax, commander of a rifle company. said
his men looked on in disbelief as a col-
umn of Panther tanks approached. He
said they had nothing that could stop
them. He said the bazookas had frozen
up and were useless, When it was over,
he was the only officer left alive in his
unil

Field Marshal Gerhard Von Tebbe
later told General Bruce C. Clarke,

that he learned the hard way that
reports about poor fighting ability of
American troops were absolutely false
Marshal Von Tebbe said determined
pockets of Americans fought fiercely
and gralled the arrack rather than seek
safety.

And it was then that Gen. McAuliffe
received the German demand 1o surren-
der. He replied with the one word that
became part of the lore of the Bulge:
"Nuts"

Mr. Broyhill said his men refused to
retreat.

“They wanted to fight to the last man
1 was proud of them. I'm still proud of
them,” Mr. Broyhill said, "and I'm not
sentimental”

William R Hemphill, 69, now living
i- _Q:-!fgggvnn' nf the Ird Armaored Divi-
sion, said his mother sent him a down
jacket that kept him warm in the most
bitter cold of the battle.

“I realized back then that death is not
important. We're all going to die some
ume. IUs how you live that's imporiant,”
Mr. Hemphill said

Joe Langbart, 61, Alexandna, of the
99th Division, said he and his men were
basically civilians 10 uniform, most of
them former college students suddenly
in combat, carrying cut what he called
part of “the savage instinct of man. We
had a job to do. We did as best we could”

Clyde Boden, 62, now of Arlington, of
the 34th Division, said one of his stran-
gest memories is playing poker three
mghts in a row before the barttie, then
watching as his poxker buddies were
killed in the pitched battle hours after
the attack

Peter Dounis, S8, of Silver Spring,
was an 18-year-old private who recalled
with great fondness the selfless medics
of the battle

*They were not 1ssued weapons since
they were classified noncombatants
under Army regulations, but after
being fired upon at Grand Halleux, Bel-
gium, they quickly acquired and car-
ried .45-caliber pistols”

They were “incredible human beings

with little regard for their own
safety”

All agreed with Mr. Boden that, when
thev were combat troops 39 vears ago,
“patriotism, heroism, loyalty and brav-
ery were taken for granted every day”




ORAL HISTQORY PRQJECT > > > > > > > > > > >
One of the highfights at the 1983 General
Membership Meeting was the taping of oral
histornies. While the participants were
asked to briefly tell about a vivid memory
of the Battle of the Bulge in five to Zen

minutes, moderators Jum Leach and Joe Lang-
bart allowed much fLonger necitations to
capture poignant Wornkd Warn 11 experiences.
Many who came onfy to obaerve became par-
ticipants; indeed, the popularity of these
ornal historndies nequired use of more time
than aflotted.

Undoubtedly, this may well be repeated at
future genernal membership meetings. The
profect demonstrated that an oraf recitat-
‘on adds a dimension over written memoirs.
1t 45 suggested that each member submitting
information and data to our historical cok-
Lection supplement it onally.

Anyone contributing to VBOB'a historicak
profect should execute a foarm L<ike the cne
enclosed with this edition. Should anyone
desine furnther information, please write to
either Jim ox Joe at our VBOB address.
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LTFE MEMBERS IN VEOB

Life Memberships were ofpered at the
1983 General Membership Meeting. Ten of
those present purchased Lige Memberships
and wff be (ssued a speciafl embossed
plastic card as soon as the cards can be
procured. The.card wl€ include the mem
bex's name and Lifetime membership numbex.

To convent to Life Member status, send
your check for $50 (f you are 70 or oldex,
$75 {4 you are 50 thru 69, and $100 <4
young2r than 50. 1§ you have padd your
1984 dues, you may apply that payment to
neduce the Lifetime Member fee.
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tells us of a "great book"
ldin's .cartoons. The 300-page
entitled "Bill Mauldin's Army,"
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“Nonsense. S-2 reported that machine gun silenced hours ago.
Stop wiggling your fingers at me.”
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THANKS, WILL -- WELCOME, ANDY
will Cavanagh, our Long-time Baitish
chaxter member now £iving with his famcly

(n Mafmedy, has xecruslted a new membex
a frdend of his, André "Andy" Meurisse.
Andy does alf he can to asscst U.S. vetex
and revisiting the Ardennes and will be a
valuable asset to VBOB. We fLook forward
to seeing him whenever we visct Europe.

Boan 4n Bastogne and £iving today 4n
Billingen, Belgium, Andy was wounded by
shrapnel in the night shoulder during the
Battle of the Bufge. He was evacuated by
u.s. melitary ambulance to Sedan, France,
where the shrapnel was extracted by an Am-
endcan Anmy surgeon. He was eight years
odd.

Andy (s a Life member, #453-A, of the
1015t Acrborne Div. Assn. and an associate
membex, #1006, of the 2nd Inf. Div. Assn.
Welcome to VBOB, Andy!
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Bulge battle
veterans will
hold reunion
in Arlington

tsy Lileen Soully
Vb N A DIME S DA

severial hundred World War L veter
ans wiil gather in Arhington this week Lo
mark the 39th anniversary of the Battle
ol the Bulge a battle 1n which out-
numbered and outflanked American
troops stood fast against Nau Ger
manv's last, desperate offensive in
Westlern Europe

The Battle of the Bulge 1s so named
because advancing German forces
managed only to bend the Allies’ front
line back in a wedge-shaped bulge

I'us pivotal World War 11 battle
began in the pre-dawn hours of Dec 16,
1944, when more than 250,000 German
suldiers attacked the 83,000 American
troops depiuyed along the 95 mile
Ardennes front separating Germany
from Belgium and Luxembourg

FRANCE

Hy the barle's official end 42 days
later (Jan 2¥), one million Alhed and

Axis troops had been enpaged;

American casualties stood at 105,259,
mcluding 19,246 killed in action, 23.554
captured (of whom 187 died in captiv-
iy rand 02 489 wounded German casu
alties wpped 100,600, according to
generally accepred figures

Adolf Hitler launched the Ardennes
counter-otfenstve to reverse the ude of
Allied successes in the European the
aler His objective was to capture the
Belgian port of Antwerp, sphitung the
Ahied front and severing Alhed supply
LS

Hitler's preparations were under
taken in strictest secrecy, concealed in
lurge part by operation “Watch on Lhe
Rhine," — an elaborate deception that
lulled Allied intelligence into overlook-
ing or misunderstanding the German
buildup opposite the Ardennes Alhed
intelligence believed that Germany
lacked the fuel for an offensive, and
would not undertake such a risky ven-
ture

The German advance against the
unsuspecting Alhed forces proceeded
as follows: In the north, the 6th Panzer
Army struck the U.S. 99th Division and
threatened to cut off the US. 2nd Divi
sion in the center. the Sth Panzer Army
hit the 106th Division, the 14th Cavalry
Group and part of the 28th Division., In
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the south, the 7th Army clashed with
elements of the US. 4th, 9th Armored
and 28th Divisions

The heaviest Allied combat occurred
from Dec. 27-30, along the corridor into
Bastogne, a key bridgehead held Ly
Gen. Anthony McAuliffe’'s 101st Air-
borne Division against a four-day Ger-
man siege. On Dec 29, Gen. George
Patton’s 3rd Army, racing up from the
Saar, broke into Bastogne, lifting the
siege

Military historians note that while
the abortive German offensive inflicted
heavy damage on the Allies, and
delayed their operations in the West by
aboul six weeks, it consumed German
reserves that Hitler might otherwise
have used to reinforce his easiern offen-
sive against Russia.

The Veterans of the Battle of the
Bulge who gather tomorrow to begin
their three-day convention will “pay tri-
bute to the legacy of heroism and cour-
age left by those who fell, and
maintained by those who survive'
VBOB President Clyde Boden said yes-
terday



JCS CHAIRMAN SPEAKS AT VBOB MEETING

Captivating those at the General Member-
ship Meeting in December with serious and
humorous remarks, General John W. Vessey,
Jr., Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
urged the assembled VBOB members from 20
states to take home the message that our
Armed Forces today are strong and ready.

He also noted similarities between his
experiences at the Anzio Beachhead and the
fighting in the Battle of the Bulge. It
was at Anzio that, as a field artillery
First Sergeant, he received a battlefield
commission.

-

% Gen. Vesséyf'

VBOB Pres. Boden

After his meaningful comments, General
Vessey, the senior military advisor to
President Reagan, fielded a wide range of
questions concerned primarily with global
strategy and our military posture.

General Vessey chatted and posed for
photographs with members before departing.

............ R
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WILL CAVANAGH
ASSISTS AT MONUMENT DEDICATION

The international VBOB flavor was reflected
at Clervaux, Luxembourg, on 11 September
1983 when the monument to the Americal Sol-
dier in the Battle of the Bulge was dedi-
cated. Will Cavanagh, a native of England
now living in Malmedy, purchased and del-
ivered the VBOB wreath for the ceremonies
accompanied by his wife, son and daughter.
The colorful arrangement included a banner
on which was "In Remembrance. VBOB." A
long-time VBOB member, Will has collected
many documents and items pertaining to the
Battle of the Bulge which he plans to pre-
sent to VBOB when our museum is established.

LAST LUXEMBOURG CITY FREED BY AMERICAN
FORCES TO BE CITED

M. Jean M{fme4isten, the president of the
Syndicat D'Initiative Vianden, Grand Duchy
0f Luxembourg, has advised VBOB President,
CLyde D. Boden, that his syndicate has
ondened the most nenowned Luxembourg sculp-
torn whose works may be seen throughout the
worfd to create a monument fon the fLibera-
tion of Vianden, the fast city 4n Luxem-
bourg to be freed by the U.S. éth Cavalry
Group) on 12 February 1945. This ended
the §4ighting of the Battle of the Bufge on
Luxembourg s04€. Mr. Boden has accepted
an invditation to dedicate the new monument
{n September of this year <in Vianden.
AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

BULGE VETERANS INTERVIEWED BY
THE WASHINGTON TIMES REPORTERS

A three-hour interview of veterans of
the Bulge was conducted in the offices of
THE WASHINGTON TIMES on 13 December by
Jack Kneece and Eileen Scully of the news-

paper's staff.

The result was a full page the
day devoted to the Battle of the
consisting of two articles based on the
facts of the battle, comments of those
present about their recollections, the up-
coming General Membership Meeting, a map,
a picture of those present, and a 1945
photo of members of HQ 2nd Platoon, A Bat-
tery, 557th AAA AW Bn., 84th Inf. Div.

After the interviews, those present were
introduced to and chatted with Executive
Editor Smith Hempstone and Asst. General
Manager Phil Evans.

following
Bulge

Veterans featured were Clyde Boden, 84th
Inf. Div; Joel Broyhill, 106th Inf. Div;
General Bruce Clarke, 7th Armored Div;
Dorothy David, 57th Fld. Hosp; Pete Dounis,
T5th Inf. Div; Gene Drouillard, 75th Inf.
Div; Bill Hemphill, 3rd Armored Div; Joe
Langbart, 99th Inf. Div; Jimmie Leach, 4th
Armored Div; Bud Leinbaugh, 84th Inf. Div;
Bill Simpkins, 9th AF; and Bob VanHouten,
16th FA Obs. Bn.
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GEORGIA VBOB44
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Ken Danielson, President of the Seventh

Armored Division Association, has a Georgia

prestige tag for his truck -- "VBOB 44."
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CROIX DE GUERRE AND THE 704TH TD BN

The January/February issue of The Purple
Heart Magazine for 1982 carried a story on
page 16 of the belated correction of rec-
ords so that members of the 704th Tank
Destroyer Battalion could receive their
"due." Specifically, the article had to
do with the awarding of the French Croix
de Cuerre to the 704th--a matter of an
award earned but not recorded.

That honor is now recorded in Army Reg-
ulations under General Order Number 2 of
the United States Army dated 1982. The
704th is specifically mentioned under
Section XI-Foreign Decorations.

According to a memo signed by Mary C.
willis, LTC, GS, Director, Personnel Ser-
vices Directorate, former members of the
704th who participated in the battles for
which this award was authorized can have
their records updated. Her instructions
are as follows.

In corder for the members ot the 704th
Tank Destroyer Battalion Association to
have their individual separation docu-
ments updated, they must submit a re-
quest stating the action they desire
this Center to take and include with
the request a copy of their separation
document, WD AGO Form 53-55, &nd veri-
fication of their entitlement to the
award in the form of a copy or the ci-
tation. The request with their written
signature should be mailed to US Army
Reserve Components Personnel and Admin-
istration Center, Attention: AGUZ-PSE-
VS, 9700 Page Boulevard, St. Louis,

{issouri 63132,

Additional information-and clarification as
to dates and battles-may be secured by
writing Walter C. Righton, Secretary, 704th
Tank Destroyed Battalion Association, 29
West Wilkins Lane, Plainfield, IL 60544.
CCOCCCCCrers11111111111

CRIBA

Though we read about CEBA, little has been
heard from GRIBA. Pete Dounis tells us
that this organization, the Circle for Re-
search and Information of the Battle of
the Ardennes has a point of contact for
further details. Those interested may
write Mr. & Mrs. Raphael d'Amico-Gerard,
41 Kue du Hona-rolnt, 431U St. Nicolas,
Liege, Belgium.
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"JJ" LESCEUX OF MARCHE, BELGIUM,

A WELCOME VISITOR AT DECEMBER MEETINC

ek Viodll F Vi

One of those who dropped by say "hello"
to Bulge veterans at the 1983 VBOB General
Membership Meeting was Jean-Jacques Les-
ceux, complete with an 84th Inf. Div. patch
on a large brown envelope that contained
photos, articles, and other mementos of the
Battle of the Bulge.

As a 12-year-old, "JJ" carried

artillery
ammunition in the wintry weather on his
sled to the gun positions of the 84th Rail-
splitters in the vicinity of Marche during
the Bulge.

"JJ" chatted and reminisced at length
with many of the Railsplitters and other
Bulge veterans and, after well-received
remarks and a question-and-answer session
by JCS Chairman, General John W. Vessey,

Jr., addressed the group.

o

Now successful in handling investments,
Jean-Jacques lives with his wife, Julia,
and daughters, Claudia and Alicia, at 823
Walker Road, Great Falls, VA 22066, and
can be reached on (703) 759-2324.

GO566606058066668886666

MILITARY ORDER OF THE PURPLE HEART

This is a Congressionally chartered organ-
ization composed of veterans who were
awarded the Purple Heart medal. Although
they are the combat-wounded, they do ser-
vice and welfare work for all veterans.
Any eligible man or woman who is inter-
ested in membership should write to the

M.O.P.H. at 5413-B Backlick Road, Spring-
fisld VA 22181 ar ~all [703) AL2-KIAN

B e



WE MET THE AUTHORS

rive autnors and nislorians sal lacling
more than 100 participants in a military
event which began 39 years ago. The auth-
ors, participants themselves, were John D.
Campbell (84th Inf. Dlv... Rey Gordon (9th
Inf. Div.), Charles B. MacDonald (2nd Inf.
Div.), David E. Pergrin (30th Inf. Div.),

and Robert F,.

Each author in turn presented a brief
summary of his own work, both completed and
planned, after which the meeting was
opened for estions. Questions
either directed to a particular author or

Phillips (28th Inf. Div.).

au
b b

were

the moderator, Edwin M. Thierry (84th Inf.
Div.) asked for a volunteer. 0One of the
best discussions developed when the

apthors wers sked to des: ihe their

nrin-
prin

it

ciple

source of information and how was
verified. Most felt that the Battle of
the Bulge probably shortened the war, but
there were dissenters even on this point.

i thie nant

it this part
ended

ormed

ting
inf

: Campbell, 84th Inf; Roy Gordon,
9th Inf. Second row: Ed Thierry, 84th
Inf'; Charles MacDonalid, 2nd Inf, and Rob-
ert Phillips, 28th Inf.

—_—— =

“This is undoubtedly the greatest American
battle of the war and will, | believe, be
regarded as an ever-famous American
victory.”

Sir Winston Churchill
addressing the House of Commans
following the Battle of the Bulge
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MORLD WAR II ON FILM
Need program suggestions for vour unit
meebings? VBOB has
82 films and video-cassettes
ailable to rent or buy. Some of these
films are documentaries made during the
war by our best film-makers -- Frank Capra,
John Huston, John Ford, and Wil liam WVler.
Some of the specific action
films have been made are "Amer1can First
Army" (the advance from Aachen to the Roer
Riverj, "The Fighting First" {combat op-
erations of the 1st Inf. Div.), and "The
Battle of St. Vith," Part I (the beginning
of the Battle of the Bulge). For more in-
formation regarding the films, and for a
catalog listing prices, how to order, etc,,
write to: National Audio Visual Center,
Information Services Section, Washington
D.C. 20409.

199999999999999999°9999

ARMORED FORCES MONUMENT
WWII Armored Forces may soon see a monu-
ment in their benalf in the Nation's Capi-
tal thanks to the efforts of James H.
LLeach, Colonel, USA Ret. If your Armored
Forces association has no data on this

aim bl Nt = ATy

- oy -
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WWII av-

. |
ical ucd

on

project, you may wish to write to Cclonel
Leach al 6134 18th Rd., Norlh, Arlington,
VA 22205. alealils
B e
UNIT HISTORY
Warren Jensen (XIX Corps), Portola Valley,
CA, tells us that copies of histories of
units, from stateside inception through

return to CONIIS are av
fonal Archives & Records
Services Administration, Washington, D.C.

20408, giving as much of the unit descrip-
tion as possible. Archives will advise

cost of copies requested; order can then
be placed.

ajilahle,

Write Nat-

Service, General

the
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AT THE TOMB OF THE UNKNOWN SOLDIER
One of the highlights of our General Mem-

bership Meeting was
at the Tomb of

the placing of
the Unknown

a wreath
Soldier with a

ceremony rendering honor to all of our Nat-
ion's honored dead.

Our members and guests travelled by char-
tered buses from the hotel to the cemetery.
They arrived in time to spend 30 minutes
visiting the Trophy Room whezw plagues
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tary and civilian, honoring our Nation's
heroes were on display. Our group had a
chance to see the Changing of the Guard at
the Tomb at noon. At the completion of
this ceremony, we all gathered in the
Trophy Room with bowed heads as our Chap-
lain, George W. Hall, Jr., led us in a mem-
orial prayer. Then VBOB President Clyde
Boden assisted by V-Pres. Gene Drouillard
presented and placed a large wreath at the
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. The wreath
was made of white mums and red and blue
carnations plus a red, white and blue rib-
bon with the letters "VBOB" in gold and
draped diagonally across the wreath. The
ceremony ended with an excellent rendition
of "Taps" by Sp6 Johnny Seay, the U.S. Army
Band (Pershing's Own).

The simplicity and dignity of this brief
ceremony made many of us stop and think --
to think of our fallen comrades who were
not here today to join us as we paid homage
to our fallen ones. Many of us left with a
twinge in our hearts and a lump in our
throats as we journeyed back to the hotel.

...G. Drouillard]

1984 GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
November 1984

Friday, 9 November:

1400-1800 - Registration
1700-2000 - Cocktails with friends

Saturday, 10 November:

0830-1000 - Call to Order, Salute, Invo-
cation, Welcome, Introductions, Reports

1000-1200 - Harold Fischgrund's Panel

1330-1500 - Constitutional Changes; El-
ection/Installation of Officers

2000 - U.S. Army Band Concert at
Constitution Hall - Bus Transportation

VBOB OFFICERS--128A

PreS1dentcn ee e e vewamnusissestoiydesD, \Boden
Executive Vice President..Wm. T. Greenville
Vice President for Regional

Coordination...ceeveeese..Wm. A. Simpkins
Vice President for Military

Affairs...seeee......Eugene G. Drouillard
Vice President for

Membership...e.sesss:s ..Robert J. VanHouten
Treasurer...... .Wm. R. Hemphill
Recording Secretary.....Quinty C. DeAngelis
Corresponding Secretary Thomas D. Gillis
General Counsel.............Joseph Langbart
Chaplain....«.¢cess.....George W. Hall, Jr.
EQEEOT w0 010070 w0 sasoinieiaoiw;eione sieme:ayeilley how. (LETMOL

Historian..:.eeseese oiae aiseae meepavid E5 Ruby
Archivist. ., ..o ..se.ss.Frances W. Doherty
Librarian. ..... sessseenscfrances W. Doherty
Public Relations Officer.........Roy Gordon
SUPREON s aa sleiated s anraa wiateindl Morris Ackerman

Liaison for Inter-

governmental Affairs...
Liaison for Inter-

national Affairs......Charles deM. Barnes
Liaison for

Military Units...........Neil B. Thompson
Chairman, Audit Committee....Earl L. Meyers
Chairman, Emblem Committee....Demetri Paris
Chairman, General Membership

.Malcolm R. Wilkey

Meeting Committee..... «vssaBe ‘Be Lolacono
Chairman, Nominating
Committee..cccececcans ....Peter G. Dounis

The Executive Council is composed of the
incumbents of the first eight positions;
the president is the chairman. The Advis-
ory Board is composed of the incumbents of
the last fifteen positions; the general
counsel is the chairman

§§88888888¢F8%

Furnished - Premier Presentation of
Musical Composition Dedicated to the
Battle of the Bulge

Sunday, 11 November:

1000-1130 - Depart by bus from hotel for

and veterans to the 1984 Meeting with an
ambassador as our dinner speaker.
. Wm. T. Greenville, Chairman, Program
Committee, VBOB
©000000000008000000000000

@ e

Arlington National Cemetery. Wreath-
laying Ceremonies by President and Var-
ious Veterans' Organizations including
Veterans of the Battle of the Bulge

1830-1945 - Cocktails

1945-2100 - Banquet

2100 - Guest Speaker

2130-0030 - Dancing and Farewell by VBOB

President.

CORNERSTONE OF THE MEETING -- To invite all
participating countries, their Governments
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Jack Gerrard and T, both wounded veterans
of the 2nd Armored Division, having served
with the unit in North Africa, Sicily, Eng-
land, France, Belgium, Holland and Germany,
have retraced our steps to Ewrope on sev-
eral occasions. On this trip we flew to
Rome and rented a car for the sole purpose
of visiting the grave of Gerald Gerrard at
the American Cemetary at Nettuno. Jack's
brother was killed while fighting with the
34th Infantry Division. We knew of the
ceremony at Clervaux, but did not believe
we could fit it into our 22-day schedule.

Howzver, we spent less Lime in Italy than
we had planned and decided to drive to
Clervaux, not so much for the ceremony, but
to see our good friend, Col. Charles B. Mac
Donald, whom we knew would be therea. The
town was no stranger to us, having been
thege twice before. 0On arrival we were
quite surprised to find so many Americans
and to learn that the dedication was to be
quite a gala affair. We were fortunate to
get a room in the Grand Central Hotel. We
were so impressed that we stayed two
nights instz=ad of one.

We enjoyed an evening of fellowship in
the company of Clyde Boden and "Kipp" De
Angelis. This was the first time we met
Clyde and af'ter talking with him, realized
that the right man was at the head of VRBOB-
a terrific fellow and quite the gentleman.
And of coursa "Kipp" kept us spellbound
with his experiences in his unit which
dealt in deceit and deception as far as the
Germans were concerned.

That evening alone made the trip to Cler-
vaux worthwhile. We also had the privilege
of meeting once again our frisnd from the
28th Inf. Division, Bob Pocklington. Bob
was his usual affable self, We met so many
fine people that it would be impossible to
mention them all. However, there is one
more whom I must say was quite interesting
and that was Mr. Jack Fierya, a former
Dutch resistance leader [rom Amsterdam. He
was introduced to us by John Hoerberr (sic)
of the 34th Division. Mr. Fierya invited
us to attend an affair at the AFCENT Off-
icers' Club in the Maastricht area. AFCENT
is a part of NATO. The Maastricht area was
?2nd AD territory during tne war. We were
Wwined aad dined quite royally by the Dutch
at this affair. So our unintended stop at
Clervaux proved to be a very hizh point or

s bnds
(ol Lilae

ur It's amazing how, after 40
years, the peoples of Europe continuz to
toast the Americans for their liberation.

In a real sense I believe it was the
civilians who mad=z the greatest sacrifice
and were the real heroces. I think it was
put quite aptly by "Kipp" at the banguet
in Clervaux that so much has b2epn said and
done by these people for us, yet so little
recognition has been given by us for so
much a greater part played by them for the
final victory.

...Don Evans, 2nd Armored Div. Assn.

VESPUREENENIYEEUYRRERRRY

Along with his 1984 dues, Joe Selinko, Sr.,
Pottsville, PA says he thinks we've come a
long way since that bitter Battle of the
Bulge and thinks the VBOB staff has done a
wonderful job. He says, "Keep the good
work going" and that he enjoys reading THE

BULGE BUGLE as do his friends of the Bulge

and concludes with a "Well Done." ... Ed.
e o

I have been asked by the town of Marche
en Famenne, Belgium, as well as the Tourist
Federation of the Province of Luxembourg,
Belgium, to write Lo you. AS you Know,
1984 marks the 40th anniversary of the Bat-
tle of the Bulge and it is foreseen that
many activities commemorating this histor-
ic event will take place. The town of
Marche, as well as the Tourist Federation,
would appreciate any information on plans
that your organization or any of your mefi-
bers may have to return to Belgium or
otherwisc mark this event. The Tourist
Federation is particularly interested to
contact any individuals planning to travel
to Belgium. Please send any information
you may have tc the addresses below or, if
you prefer, send them to me and I will for-
ward them to Belgium.

Write to Monsieur C. Dourt, Echevin de
Culture et Spert, 5400 Marche
en Famenne, Belgium, Europe

or to Federation Touristique du Lux-
embourg Belge, Qual de 1'Ourthe
9, 6480 lL.a Roche, Belgium, Eur-
ope.

. « Douglas S. Aykroyd, Major, Armor,

U.S. Army, 712 Quarter Path Lane,
Colonial Heights, VA 23834

000C000D000C000D0000C00000
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AND MORE MEMBERS SPEAK OUT ---

J. D. Ackerman, Colorado Springs, former
member of the 117th Inf. Bn., wonders why
we have failed to mention the 30th Inf.
Div. in THE BULGE BUGLE. A poignant ver-
sion of the Malmedy Massacre follows. Mr.
Ackerman writes, "We were bivouacked to
the North and one day received orders to
proceed to Malmedy which we did. Start-
ing at 5 p.m. the Division travelled all
night, arriving in Stavelot, the city next
to Malmedy. We went into action and took
the city that morning, then captured Mal-
medy next.

"The city appeared at first to be in our
hands--GI's driving around in our vehicles
when we discovered they couldn't speak or
understand English. They were Germans who
had captured our GI's, killed them, strip-
ping them and dressing in the U.S. uni-
forms. We detected them by establishing
road blocks and asking questions like
'What is the capitol of Colorado' and 'How
much is two bits?' The German SS troops
went through every house in Stavelot, kil-
ling every person, young and old, men and
women. They herded about 100 civilians
into a barn and then raked it with mach-
inegun fire.

"When we drove the Germans out of Malmedy,
they had nearly a hundred of our prisoners
whom they found to be a burden and had
them herded into the field and machine-
gunned them. I discovered those dead sol-
diers and reported to my C.0. That was
labelled as the Malmedy Massacre.

"My regiment captured 54 German tanks in
taking that area. Our casualties were
heavy. The 1st Division had lost two-
thirds of their men and the 104th that
many, also. Our air force couldn't see
through the fog and bombed our own troops
four different times. They stampeded the
civilians out of Malmedy -- 4,000 of

them -- and many of them were killed.

"Our Assistant Division Commander, Gen.
Harrison, led the unit which captured 54
German tanks. They were heading for the
coast, but were running out of gas. Our
gas storage with millions of barrels was
positioned near Liege. We set them afire,
75,000 gallons, to avoid their capture.

"I think our troops and others were South
of us in and near St. Vith."

#
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BILL RANDALL'S RETURN TO GROSLANGENFELD

The following <4 from a story by B.(€L Ran-
datl.

During WW 11 1 was a member of the 106th
Ing. Div. from (ts inception at Ft.Jackson,
S.C. T was assigned to and served with the
1062h Ren. Troop during my military career
unt<l 1 was captured and became a POW at
the Battle of the Bulge «n 1944.

We have three daughtexrs, one of whom <4
marnied to a Major in the Anmy stationed 4n
Oberursel at Camp King, a few miles outside
o4 Frankfurt. They would return to the U.S.
Last September and begged us to viadt them.
We decided that <t woufd be now or nevex,
20 with three weecks' vacation, 04§ we went.

One of the stipulations 1 requested on this
viait was that we would go to Groslangen-
geld whene my outfit fought and where T was
captured. Through a German Lady who worked
in the same office with my daughter, the
town was Located and she wrote to the Bur-
germeister telfing him her father was there
during the Battle of the Bulge, would fLire
to come back, and asked 4f he would give
Aomz directions. 1In return, the Burger-
meister wrote her a personal handwritten
Letten saying he was happy 1 wanted to come
back. We should come directly to his home
and he would have a guide and interpreten
at our disposal for the fLength of our stay.
This, then, feads up to our visdit.

Early on May 26 my wife, daughter, my son-
in-Law, and 1 set out from Frankfurt fox
Grostangenfeld to make one of my greatest
dreams come thrue. The weather was cloudy
and we encountered showers on the way, but
the farther North we traveled the weathenr
improved. 1 necall passing by Limburg, the
finat place 1 was interrogated as a POW.

1t 45 now a fairly Large city. We continued
North and crossed the border <nto Befgium
as 1 wanted to go finst to St. Vith. We
arnived there, now a beautiful town, and
gound the memorial to those membors of the
106th Div. who gave their £ives <n the Bat-
e of the Bufge. After some picture-tak-
ing we had dinven n a tocal restaurgnt 4in
St. Vith and headed §or Groslangengeld, a
half-hour drive back across the Geaman box-
den.

Groslangenfedd. is neally a hamtet of 450
people whose main occupation <A farming.

We f<nally Located the Burgermeister's
howse; he Was waiting for us. His wife had



wreoared a very sumpfucus funch. Followding
teasts with aome excellent Geaman wine and
a gread unch we, along wilth our host and
tav enteapantan, set out to find the bunker
that 1 had been <n back «n December, 1944.

My plateon was n a bunker on the Wintar-
spelt Read ouventeoking the S2igiried Line
and forests to the East. Four of my Axmy
buddces sent me sketches cof thes Location
prom thedr memoxees. With thes information
and ny own ecollecteon w2 set ont. What
a shock! T centadnty knew the arca would
net €ock the asgme, but 1 never nealized (T
weuld posscbly b2 thes differaat. Faast
a4 all there was onty a smatl Catarclic
church and twe towses standeng from the
time off the Battle. What were once dirt
roads are now macadam and, W some cases,
sefocated. Much of the for2ats had been
awened by the (ntense ant«llery and mortar
feve durcng the battle. The atea has been
veseaded and has boacutcfut forests, but «f
8 At defhenent. Abmost atl of the
Dragon's Teeth cf the Scegfreed Line have
been removed. I wanfed badfy To gel per
tures of the dragon's Teeth awd w2 had 9
qe about three meles ocut of town to fand
seme. It was wibetcevable what tome and
the eclements have to them. They arz
noe caly about two feet hegh and fulld of
pock matks and hotes. But 1 d«d get some
ohotos that T wedl chexash.

We next set out to fend the focateon of

the bunon 1 was <n. Uacng the maps my
buddces and my nemory, we searched gox
about an ‘wwrn. Fanaddy we came to a place
that, for seme an%aown reasen, Lookad fust
a s8ight bt fanclign to me. 1 can't ex-
plain why, but T just had that feeling.
When we were there (n 1944 the ground was
rovered o0th moxe than a foot of snxw and
aow thexe weie only green ferests. 1 xem
embzr that vaen 1 Looked out of our bunkexr,
I Zeoked cver the Wintenspelt Road and

tae Dragen's Tzeta <«ito the forests. They
wene very dense and we ded not know at the
tume that behond them Hotler was matshal
Cang the men and matenced that would strike
at 2530 on 16 Decembza wtn hes Last attemot
Foo sav? Naz« Gesmany. O0f coukse, hostory
records that «f was not successful.

4
ieng

I tedd the intexpreten that T had a Atrange
ferlang that we ware veny close te the
spot. But there was one gheat difperence.
Al the spot whexe 1 was standeag therwe was
a kaxm. 17 was net thexe back wn 1944. He
vxpladined {0 {he gaamen and fids wipe that

we would Like to come onto then nropenty.
He togd them who we were and why we were
these. Affen some discussion we werne atl-
towed to go on the property to try to fand
the bunk2x. 1 was very disappointed untl
the faxmer pointed out a tall steel tower
to our night, used to support high veltage
electnic Lines and was on the spot where a
bunker once had beecn. Stdll, & dud not
Aeem te be the spot becauAe where we wexe,
there were ne farm buikdings Located so
close. Then came the explanation that was
all 1 needed to be convinced 1 had found
what 1 set out to find - the farm has cnly
been there 30 yeans awd & «<» almost 39
yearsd Aincz we fought there.

In my heant 1 was satespced 1 had found the
spot. As 1 Looked achoss the Wintexspett
Road <atc the forests, a very unusual

thing happened. Here ot was, afmost the
end of May, and afl cf a sudden 1 saw the
snow-2overed valley, the Dragon's Teeth,
the snow-Laden forest trees, and meit i
whete camouffage sucts comeag toward ws. 1
could hear the antclleku shells whistling
overhead and the expfescon of mentax
rounds and the sound of tiples and Butp
Guas, the mertan nodse and clickedy oluel
Ak tanka. Strangest of alf, 1 could see
our platoon. Men whe were kelled these and
men who have passed on scnce the war. 1
could ez them cleaxly, alave, and lieard
thecr vocoes.

Nevexr since the mornding of 16 December 1944
have T evexr had any flashbacks and have had
no troable swncz my siset. But T wald ches
tsh that momeat whan 1 steed thexe 39 years
Pater and raw these men alive again. Theu
were my friends and felPow-Amexicans and as
soldeens we depended on 2ach othetr fon cuk
bives. What an expendence to see them
again!

Following this, we tretutned to the Butvaes
me{Aten’ s ouse fex some wiae, snacks, and
peoture-takang and chatting. As a member
of the Botough Counc<l ¢ Royersgord, Pein
sylvanda, 1 took atong a fetier of greidng
prom our Mayox fo the Burgermeister and
also a book about the Centenniat celebrated
hexe «n 1979. The Bukgeamecstsh was very
happy and very mpressed. 1In chattong weth
ham we both deceded «t would be a great ges
tune of ozace and freendship +§ cur commun
ities could become scsten cotees,

i
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for delivery. Send forms to VBOB Headquarters, along with check or money order pay-
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with the exception of the coffee mug, all items are in full VBOB colors: blue, r

yellow, green and black.
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Metal engraver plates accompany plaques Al and A2. We suggest you have your name and
N1t engraved on the plate. This service is priced at 5¢ per letter.

PLEASE PRINT ALL INFORMATION CLEARLY
I TEM PRICE QUANTITY TOTAl
‘Taque 5" X 6" 5200 T R
BN X 7MW $15.00
y 5" Diam $10.00
h small -3/4 i am 3 50
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se engrave following on plate:

Name
abbreviate where possible) ALl
ni
TOTAL PURCHASE g
NAME
first) (last)
oo

(ho.) (street) (city) (state) (zip)




VETERANS OF THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE
P.0. Box 11129, Arlington, VA 22210-2129

VBOB HISTORY DONATION

Name: Telephone: _{( )
(Last) (First) (Middle) Area Code
Address:
(Street) (Apartment) (City) (State) (ZIP)

During the Ardennes Campaign (December 16, 1944 -~ January 25, 10945):

My unit was:

(Company, Battery, (Regiment, Battalion, Combat
or comparable unit) Command, or comparable)

(Division, Corps, or Army)

I was a on duty as
(Rank/Grade) (MOS, e.g., rifleman, cannoneer, etc.)

The attached (written)(oral) account is hereby granted, donated, and devised
to the VETERANS OF THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE. Any account not contemporaneous
with the event is true to the best of my recollection.

I understand that this is part of the VBOB'S project to preserve historical
data about the Ardennes Campaign (Battle of the Bulge). I acknowledge the
VBOB's right(s) to make this available for historical research and to
retransfer to insure proper preservation and subsequent use by a museum,
library, or depository (see VBOB Bylaws, Article IX B).

Signed:

(Date)

Witness:

COMMENTS?
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OF I HE ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

FORWARDING and RETURN

BULGE o MonmmaTEes

P.O. Box 11129
Arlington, Virginia 22210-2129

General Membership Meeting

Nevember 9th,10th,l11th, 1984
Washington, D.C.

Now available, "The U.S. Army in ETO Ardennes Battle of
. the Bulge" by Hugh M. Cole. G.P.0. stock #008-029-00069-5.
SPECIAL Send check or money order for $21.00 to Supertendent of Docu-
NOTICE ments. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402 or
call code (202) 783-3238. Visa or Master Charge accepted on
phone orders. Information courtesy, David Schneck, 290th Inf.
75th Division.

Application for Membership
VETERANS OF THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE
P.0. Box 11129, Arlington, Virginia 22210-2129
Annual Dues $10
DONATIONS ARE WELCOME

Name Birthdate

Address Phone ( )

City State Zip

Unil(s) to which assigned during periad Decembe?\p_ 1944-January 2s, 1945 (Div, Regt, Bn, Co)

Campaign Ribbons and Battle stars awarded

Wounded

Captured _

Make check or money order payable to VBOB and mad with thus appicabion



