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FREEDOM AND FRIENDSHIP HIGHLIGHT RETURN 
OF VETERANS TO BATTLE of BULGE AREA

Feelings of freedom and f r iendship  were 
eve rywhere  as members of the  Veterans  of 
the Battle of the Bulge and thei r  relat ives 
and f r iends  visited Belgium and Luxem
bourg  on the 40th anni ve r sa ry  of that  
1944-45 wint ry bat tle.

A VBOB p l a q u e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  on Se p t e mb e r  28 ,  1984 to  
CAM ( C e n t r e  D' A r c h e o l o g i e  M i l i t a i r e )  a t  Camp E l s e n -  
b o r n ,  B e l g i um,  t h e  s i t e  o f  a m a s s i v e  d i s p l a y  o f  
Bulge  m a t e r i e l ,  a r t i f a c t s ,  p ho t o s  and docume n t s .

Shown f rom l e f t  a r e  Rene D e L a v i g n e t t e , CAM P r e s i 
d e n t ;  C h a r l e s  deM. B a r n e s ,  VBOB L i a i s o n  f o r  I n t e r 
n a t i o n a l  A f f a i r s ;  Clyde  0 .  Boden,  VBOB P r e s i d e n t ;  
and  Q u i n t y  C. (Ki p )  D e A n g e l i s ,  VBOB R ec o r d i ng  
S e c r e t a r y .

Belgians and Luxembourgers  of all ages 
were reminded of the unforget table ex p e r 
ience of becoming f ree and of thei r  own 
b ra v e ry ,  young school chi ldren presented 
roses  to the American, and officials and 
ve te rans  exchanged speeches ,  toas ts,  
p laques ,  cert if icates and other  g if t s.
And vet er ans ,  never  having thought  of 
re tu r n in g  to batt lefields four  decades  ago, 
were greeted  with much emotion by old 
f r i e n d s .

The emotions were real  — as a veteran 
spoke at a mayoral recept ion high in a 
medieval castle and his son,  d a u g h te r  and 
son-in-law beamed proudly  — as vet er ans  
comforted the  reminiscing mother who had 
seen he r  seve n-yea r-o ld  son killed with 
an American soldier who had,  most 
heroically,  t r ied  to save the lad un der  
heavy fire — as our  chaplain spoke mean
ingfully in an old and packed church — as 
a veteran dramatically described his 
feelings when he and his wife and anothe r  
couple gent ly laid a wreath at a monument 
—as the  g r a n d d a u g h te r  of a veteran spoke 
of the warmth of her  exper iences at  the  
farewell d inner  — as bands  played,  as 
national colors danced in the breeze ,  as 
the sound of Taps  echoed in the heavens .
The ve te rans  did not find many foxholes 
or gun and other  emplacements, bu t  the 
numerous museums contained reminders of 
the pas t .  Trees  had grown and buildings  
and roads  had been con s t ruc ted ;  towns 
and villages tha t  had been leveled or 
severely  damaged had been rebui l t .  Only 
the contour of the  land had not changed.
On page 15 is a summary of our  events  
and ceremonies and reflects the  exten t  of 
the ground covered.  In addition to the 
events  shown,  several  official luncheons  
and dinners  were held.

Some si tes o ther  than those shown and 
which were visi ted by our  group were 
Bullingen,  Foy, Houffalize, Krinkelt ,  
LaGleize, Mageret ,  Marvie, Moalin, Mont, 
Redange,  Spa,  Stavelot,  Trois Fonts,  

(continued on Page 4)



1984 GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING HELD
The Genera l  Membership  Meeting a t  the  
Twin B r id g es  Marr io tt  Hotel in A rl ing ton,  
V irg in ia ,  was p r e c e d e d  by a "G e t t in g  to 
Know You" pe r io d on November 9th fo r  the  
130 members  an d  g u e s t s .  This  inc luded  
r e g i s t r a t i o n  for  t h e  meet ing,  a Social Hour 
and th e  r e c o r d i n g  of oral  h i s to r i e s  as  well 
as  the  showing  of movies t ak en  by Kip De 
Angel is  of the  A r d e n n es  t r i p  by Bill 
Hemphi l l .
On S a t u r d a y ,  November  10th, the  meet ing 
o pened with a b u s i n e s s  sess ion co n d u c te d  
with a welcome and an nua l  r e p o r t  by  P r e s i 
d en t  Clyde D. Boden and  in t ro d u c t io n  of 
s t a f f  member s .  A c h a n g e  in the  r e cen t  
P r e s i d e n t ' s  R epor t  was made to co r rec t l y  
name the  local VBOB c h a p t e r  as  the  
Maryland-D . C . C h a p t e r .
Bob VanHouten welcomed a f r ie nd  of 40 
y e a r s  ago ,  C har les  H u n te r ,  who p rov ided  
a b r i e f  h i s to r y  of the  16th Field Art i l le ry  
Bat tal ion which coo rd in a ted  Corps  a r t i l l e ry .

Following th i s  was a pane l  d i scu ss ion  mod
e r a t e d  by Bill S impkins  and  composed of 
pane l  members  David C. Cole, C u ra t o r  of 
the  For t  George  G. Meade Museum; Harold 
L e in b a u g h ,  a u t h o r ;  Cha r le s  B. MacDonald,  
a u t h o r  and mi li tary h i s to r i an ;  David E. 
t 'ei 'yi ' iii ,  a i i th o r ,  R o b er t  F. Phi l l ips ,  a u t h o r  
and Malcolm R. Wilkey, f ede ra l  ju d g e .
This sess ion was i n t r o d u c e d  with an o v e r 
view of th e  Bat t le of the  Bulge by  Mr.
Mac Donald.
Next ,  the  nominat ion of off icers  for  the  
coming y e a r .  T h ese  names were made 
avai lable to the  membership  be fo re  the  
meet ing;  no nominations  were made from 
the  f loor in a c co rd a n ce  with the  VBOB 
c o n s t i t u t i o n .  Pete Dounis ,  Nominating 
Committee Cha irm an ,  p r e s e n t e d  the  s la te  of 
off ice rs  fo r  1985 as  p r e v io u s ly  d e s i g n a t e d ,  
with t h e s e  c h a n g e s :  R ober t  J .  VanHouten 
for P r e s i d e n t ,  Herb  Toscano as Vice 
P r e s i d e n t  fo r  Membership and Dorothy S. 
Davis,  R ecor d in g  S e c r e t a r y .  A motion was 
made and  sec onded  to elect  the  s late of 
o ff icer s  and  c o n g r a tu l a t io n s  were duly  
e x t e n d e d .  Off icers  were ins ta l led  at  a 
d i n n e r  on December 16th.
On S a t u r d a y  n i g h t ,  members were 
t r a n s p o r t e d  to the  DAR Const i tu t ion  Hall 
whe re  the  Uni ted S ta te s  Army Military

Dis t r ic t  of Washington p r e s e n t e d  " P e r s h i n g ' s  
Own,"  The Uni ted S ta te s  Army Band led 
and commanded by Col. Eugene W. Allen. 
Highl ighted in th i s  excep t iona l ly  f ine co n 
c e r t  was "Re scu e in the  A r d e n n e s , "  
a r r a n g e d  by Master  S e r g e a n t  James C. 
Kess ler  with te x t  by  C har les  B. MacDonald 
and ded ica ted  to the  V e te ran s  of the  Bat tle 
of the  Bulge .  Many v e t e r a n s  co ns ide red  
th is  a r r a n g e m e n t  a most nos talg ic  and 
enjoyable  evening.
Harold Mohn was r ecognized for  his s e n s i 
t ive and t h o u g h t fu l  p o e t r y  w ri t t en  abou t  
Bat t le of the  Bulge top ics .
Bernie  L ar kin ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  Galazy T o u r s ,  
s t a t e d  t h a t  a r e t u r n  t r i p  to the  A rd e nnes  
in S ep tember  1985 is be ing  co n s id e r ed .
David Cole, C u r a t o r  of the  VBOB Museum 
and L ib ra r y ,  r e p o r t e d  on the  formal 
es tab l i shmen t  of th i s  en t i t y  ef fec t ive  Oct.
16, 1984.
Dan McCurry  re ad  an ed i to r ia l ,  "Th e 
Longest  Winter ,"  and  s t a t e d  th a t  s to r i e s  of 
the  b r a v e r y  and co u r a g e  of the  v e t e r a n s  of 
the  Bat tle of the  Bulge would be p r in t e d  in 
his p a p e r  — The S ta r s  & S t r i p e s .
C hanges  to VBOB's Cons t i tu t ion and By-  
Laws will be a d d r e s s e d  at  a la t e r  da te  due  
to the  i l lness of Joseph  L a n g b a r t ,  General  
C o u n s e l .
On S u n d a y ,  November 11th, a social h our  
and b a n q u e t  were held .  Poignant  memories 
of 40 y e a r s  ago were  p r e s e n t e d  in the  
r e m ark s  of Mme. Tilly Kimmes, S e c r e t a r y ,  
Cerc le  d ' E tu d e s  s u r  la Bataille des  
A rd en n es  of Lux em b o u rg ,  followed with r e 
marks  by Former  Un de r  S e c r e t a r y  of the  
Army Kenneth  E. BeLieu.  Mme. Kimmes 
told of the  s u f f e r i n g  of the  L u x em b o u rg e r s  
u n d e r  the  four  y e a r s  of German occupat ion 
and t h e i r  e t e rna l  g r a t i t u d e  to General  
George S. Pa t ton ,  J r . ,  and the  U.S.  
servicemen for  t h e i r  l ibera t ion in Sep tem ber  
of 1944. The t e x t s  of S e c r e t a r y  BeLieu and 
Mme. Kimmes a r e  available upon r e q u e s t  to 
the  Edi tor ,
A dan ce  with music by the  Alex Smith 
Combo b r o u g h t  to an end  th is  memorable 
e v e n t .

(Cand id  fotos  of meeting ac t iv i t ies  
a r e  shown on o t h e r  pag e s )



On the occasion of a State Visit by Grand Duke Jean and Grand 
LUXiMSQUES Duchess Josephine-Char lo t te  of Luxembourg,  members of VBOB

were highly pleased to be pre sen ted to the royal couple.  At 
the same time, VBOB was host ing a two-week visi t  for Tilly 
Kimmes, Secretary  of Luxembourg's  CEBA.
After a wreath was presented du r i ng  a colorful morning c e r e 
mony on November 14th by Grand Duke Jean at the  Tomb of the  
Unknown Soldier,  he p resen ted  a medal and,  with Grand 
Duchess Josephine-Char lo t te ,  visi ted the Trophy Room where 
they met Clyde Boden, Dorothy Davis,  Gene Drouillard,  Tilly 
Kimmes, Bob Phillips,  Sam Silverman, Bill Simpkins,  and Bob 
and Beverly VanHouten.
At the suggestion of Luxembourg's  Ambassador,  Paul Pete rs ,  
the re d ,  white and blue b an n e r  with seal was removed from the  
wreath at dusk ;  it will be placed in the  VBOB Museum and 
Library at Fort Meade, Maryland.
That  evening Clyde and Phyllis Boden, Tilly Kimmes, and Bob 
and Marge Phillips a t tended a concert  given for  the i r  royal 
h ighnesses  by the Radio-Tele-Luxembourg Symphony Orches t ra  
and a reception at the Mayflower Hotel in Washington, again 
having an oppor tuni ty  to talk with Grand Duke Jean and Grand 
Duchess Josephine-Char lo t te .

THE WHITE HOUSE
Washington
Nov. 16, 1984

"Dear Mr. Boden: Your le t ter  jus t reached my desk ,  and I 
thank you for i t .  1 want you to know that  I shar e  your  
ea rnes t  des i re for peace.  The wars of this c e n tu ry  and the 
hardships  they have wrought have taught  us a costly lesson:  
Peace not conhict  is the answer .  Men and women like you who 
have bravely  faced the horror s  of war have learned this lesson 
well. You may re s t  as su re d that  I will do eve ry th ing in my 
power to ensure  peace in our  world.  Thank you again and 
God bless you.  Sincerely,

WILL CAVANAGH 
HIGHLIGHTED IN 
Army Times 
ARTICLE

Long-time VBOB member Will Cavanagh of Malmedy, Belgium, 
provided essential  information for Pat rick F. Morris in "calling 
up the whole scene,  complete with names, seeing on a map 
exact ly where I'd been dur in g  those f i rs t  four  days  of the 
bat tle and under s tand ing  for the  f i rs t  time what had happened"  
in the  vicinity of Losheimergraben, Belgium, 40 yea rs  la ter .
Writing in the December 10 issue of Army Times, Pat Morris 
(L/394/99),  now re t i red  from’ the  Agency for Internat ional  
Development,  wrote that  Will "had an incredibly detailed 
familiarity with even the minutiae of the bat t l e . "  . . . C .  Boden



(F re edom  and  F r i e n d s h i p  Highl ight Ke- 
t u r n  of V e te r a n s  to Bat t le  of Bulge 
Area ,  co n t i n u e d )

V e r v i e r s  an d  Wilwerwiltz in Belgium and  
B u d e r s c h i e d ,  D i e k i r c h , E c h t e r n a c h ,  
Es chw ei le r ,  E t t l e b r u c k ,  G r o sb o u s ,  
H e i d e r s c h e i d , H e in s t e r t ,  Oberwampach ,  
Remich,  Wiltz and  Wor re ldange in Luxem
b o u r g  .
T ra v e l  an d  r e la t ed  a r r a n g e m e n t s ,  p lan n in g  
fo r  e v e n t s  an d  ac t i v i t i es  and  o t h e r  deta i l s  
invo lved  in the  h ighly  s u c c e s s f u l  t o u r  
were  h an d led  p e r so n a l ly  fo r  Galaxy T o u r s  
by  Managing Di re ct o r  Hal R y d e r ,  a member 
of YBOB.
Th e VBOB committee t h a t  d e s e r v e s  much 
c r e d i t  fo r  o u r  g r e a t  e x p e r i e n c e s  was 
headed  by Kipp DeAngel is ,  as  of last  
November  a r e s i d e n t  of Sea t t l e ,  Washington;  
s e r v i n g  with him were  F ran c es  Dohe r t y  and  
Ear l  Meye rs .

. . . Clyde D . Boden

A s s i s t a n t  E d i to rs  of THE BULGE BUGLE 
Pete  Dounis  an d  "L uck y"  Loiacono

V E T E R A N S  OF THE B A T T L E  OF THE BULGE
O u r  o b j e c t i v e s  a r e

•  T o  f os t er  i n l e r n a t i o n a l  p e a c e  a n d  
g o o d  will

•  T o  p r o m o t e  f r i e n d s h i p

•  T o  p e r p e t u a t e  t h e  m e m n r y  of  t h e  

s a c r i f i c e s  i n v o l v e d

•  [ o  p r e s e r v e  h i s tor ica l  d a t a  a n d  s i tes

T H i  i T A R i  AND S T R I P I S  is still  al ive and 
well! Remember those  edi t ions  which we all 
so ea g e r ly  looked fo rw ard  to? Bill Mauldin 
and his Willie & Joe? U p - to - d a t e  i tems of 
i n t e r e s t  to all v e t e r a n s ?
Your  Mail Clerk may no longe r  be b r in g i n g  
it to yo u,  b u t  . . . why not s u b s c r i b e  to 
it and  have th e  P o s tm as te r  del iver  it to 
y o u r  home? In t e r e s t e d ?  I was and  now 1 
receive  an i s s u e  e v e r y  week.  If you ,  too,  
a r e  i n t e r e s t e d ,  d ro p  a r e q u e s t  in the  mail 
fo r  a s u b s c r ip t io n  to The S t a r s  and 
S t r i p e s - T h e  National T r i b u n e . Cost  is $19 
p e r  y e a r  for  51 i s s u e s  o r  $10 fo r  six months  
and 25 i s s u e s .  Mail to P .O .  Box 1803, 
Washington,  D . C . ,  20013. . . . E d .

RED CROSS SOCIETIES VISITED IN 
LUXEMBOURG AND BELGIUM_______________
Among the  specia l  ac t iv i t i es  fo r  some mem
b e r s  of th e  V e te ran s  of t h e  Bat t le of the  
Bulge on the  40th a n n i v e r s a r y  A rd e n n es  
Commemorative T o u r  were  v i s i t s  to the  Red 
Cro ss  Societ ies of Lu xem bourg  and  Belgium.
William Hemphill ,  his g r a n d - d a u g h t e r  Alexan
d r a  Reimer and  Dorothy Davis were warmly 
welcomed on location by  Mr. Roland Hoff,  
D ire c tor  of the  L uxem bou rg  Red C r o s s .  He 
ex t e n d e d  th e  so c ie ty ' s  g r a t i t u d e  to th e  Am
er ic a n s  .
Dur ing  World War 
Lu xembourg all Lu xem bourg  Red Cro ss  p e r 
sonnel  were expe l led  from th a t  c o u n t r y ' s  
Red Cro ss  and r ep la ced  by German c iv il 
i an s .  It was not unt i l  t he  c o u n t r y  was l ib
e r a t e d  by the  Allied Forces  in Sep tem ber  
1944 t h a t  the  L u x e m b o u rg e r s  were  again  
pe rmi t t ed  to s t a f f  t h e i r  own Red C ro s s .
The morning vis i t  with Mr. Hoff i nc lud ed  a 
t o u r  of the  L uxem bourg  Red Cro ss  Blood 
C e n te r  which col lec ts ,  from v o l u n t e e r  d o n 
o r s ,  all of the  blood used in t h e i r  h o sp i 
tals .
Vis i tors to th e  National Red Cross  of Bel
gium in B r u s s e l s  on Oc to be r  3rd  includ ed  
VBOB members Kipp DeAngel is,  Dorothy 
Davis ,  El izabeth K in d re d ,  Mary Lou Kog- 
s t ad  and  Mr. and Mrs . R o b e r t  VanHouten.  
This g r o u p  met with Mr. Vermeylen,  the  
A dm in is t r a to r  Genera l  of th e  Belgium Red 
C ro s s .  Belgium was one of the  f i r s t  
na t ions  to form i t s  own Red Cro ss  o r g a n i 
zation in the  I860's.

. . . D o r o t h y  S.  Davis



V E T E R A N S  OF TH E BA T T L E  OF TH E BULGE
F> O  BOX 11 129 

ARLINX.TON, VIR(,1NIA 22210-2129 
(705) '>2H-791."i

November  1 0 ,  1984

A n n u a l  R e p o r t  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  t o  t h e  
Members  o f  t h e  V e t e r a n s  o f  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u l g e

I t  i s  a g r e a t  p l e a s u r e  t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  we h a v e  h a d  a n o t h e r  
o u t s t a n d i n g  y e a r  i n  1984 - -  o u r  m e m b e r s h i p  r o l l s  a r e  s t e a d i l y  
g r o w i n g ,  o u r  f i n a n c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  i s  s t r o n g ,  a n d  we h a v e  a c c o m 
p l i s h e d  s i g n i f i c a n t  o b j e c t i v e s  a n d  a r e  l o o k i n g  t o w a r d  o t h e r s .

The F x e c u t i v e  C o u n c i l  me t  on S e p t e m b e r  15.  P l a n s  f o r  t h e  
198^+ G e n e r a l  Me m b e r s h i p  M e e t i n g  w e r e  d i s c u s s e d ,  t h e  i s s u e  a n d  s a l e  
o f  V'BOB b e l t  b u c k l e s  u n t i l  a  l a t e r  d a t e  was  t a b l e d ,  an<l c h a p t e r ,  
m e m b e r s h i p ,  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  s i t u a t i o n s  were  r e v i t w c d .

(»rnnd I ' uke J e a n  o f  l .uxembour^i;  w i l l  p l a c e  a w r e a t h  a t  t h e  lomb 
o f  t h e  Unknown S o l d i c ' r  i n  A r l i n g t o n  N a t i o n a l  C e m e t e r y  on We d n e s d a y ,  
November  l 4 ,  a t  1 0 : 0 0  a . m . ;  VROB w i l l  be  r e p r e s e n t e d  by o u r  honor f c )  
i ^ut ' . t  t i l l s  w e e k e n d ,  CKBA S e t r c t a r y  T i l l v  Kiriimes,  C l y d e  B o d t n ,  B i l l  
> i i npk i [ i s ,  fJcne D r o u i l l a r d ,  Bob V'anHou t t - n , and  D o r o t h y  b a v i s .

We w i l l  plac_s* a w r e a t h  a t  t h e  I'omb d I t h e  Unknown S o l d i e r  cm 
De c e mb e r  l b ,  a n d ,  t h e n ,  p r e s e n t  a VBOB plaque-  f o r  p l a c e m e n t  i n  I h e  
Tr ophy  Room.  I n  m i d - a f t e r n o o n  a t  t h e  Twin B r i d g e s  M a r r i o t t  H o t e l  
we w i l l  h a v e  a b r i e f  E x e c u t i v e  C o u n c i l  M e e t i n g ,  a d i n n e r ,  a n d  t h e  
i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  o f f i c e r s .  T h a t  e v e n i n g ,  VBOB C h a p l a i n  G e o r g e  H a l l  
w i l l  c o n d u c t  a  c o m m e m o r a t i v e  s e r v i c e  i n  S t  J o h n ' s  B ' p i s c o p a l  Ch u r c h  
n e a r  L a f a y e t t e  S q u a r e  i n  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D. C.  Your  s c h e d u l e  o f  e v e n t s  
c o n t a i n s  a d d i t i o n a l  d e t a i l s .  E v e r y o n e  i s  i n v i t e d  t o  a l l  o f  t h e s e  
f u n c  t  i o n s .

A l o t  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  b e i n g  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  1985 .  Some of  
t hem a r e  t h e  d e d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  Museum a n d  L i b r a r y  a t  F o r t  Meade ,  
Md. ,  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  o r a l  h i s t o r i e s ,  a m e m b e r s h i p  d r i v e ,  a 
r e t u r n  t o  t h e  A r d e n n e s ,  a n d  mor e  f r e q u e n t  i s s u e s  o f  The  B u l g e  
B u g l e .

T h i s  i s  one  o f  my l a s t  o f f i c i a l  a c t s  a s  y o u r  p r e s i d e n t  a nd  
I w a n t  t o  t h a n k  e v e r y  member  a n d  t h e  me mber s  o f  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  
C o u n c i l  a n d  t h e  A d v i s o r y  B o a r d  f o r  t h r e e  w o n d e r f u l  y e a r s .

R e s p e c t f u l l y  s u b m i t t e d ,

C l y d e ' O .  Boden 
P r e s i d e n t

The  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  a c t i o n s  s i n c e  l a s t  we me t  i n  De c e mb e r  
1983 h a v e  b e e n  s u m m a r i z e d ,  i n  l a r g e  p a r t ,  i n  two i s s u e s  o f  The 
B u l g e  B u g l e  ( t h a n k s ,  E d i t o r  Bob Lemmon,  Luc ky  L o i a c o n o ,  a n d  P e t e  
D o u n i s  f o r  a g r e a t  p u b l i c a t i o n )  a n d  my two r e p o r t s .

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  u n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  N e i l  Thompson a n d  w i t h  
an  a s s i s t  f r o m B i l l  S i m p k i n s ,  VBOB me mbe r s  me t  on S e p t e m b e r  8 ,  t o  
f o r m a l i z e  a p e t i t i o n  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  M a r y l a n d  c h a p t e r .  A p p r o v a l  
was  g r a n t e d  by t h e  E x e c u t i v e  C o u n c i l  on S e p t e m b e r  15.  C o n g r a t u 
l a t i o n s  Lo t h e  me mber s  o f  o u r  t h i r d  c h a p t e r  a n d  b e s t  w i s h e s  f o r  
many s u c c e s s e s .

More r e c e n t l y ,  we h a d  a m o s t  s u c c e s s f u l  v i s i t  t o  t h e  b a t t l e 
f i e l d  a r e a s  i n  B e l g i u m  a n d  Lu x e mb o u r g  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  S e p t e m b e r  
2 5 - O c t o b e r  4 ,  ( t h a n k s ,  C h a i r m a n  K i p p  D e A n g e l i s ,  E a r l  M e y e r s ,  a nd  
F r a n c e s  D o h e r t y  a s  w e l l  a s  G a l a x y  T o u r * s  Ha l  R y d e r  f o r  a n  u n f o r 
g e t t a b l e  t i m e )  a n d  e s t a b l i s h e d  o u r  Museum a n d  L i b r a r y ,  a n  h i s t o r i c  
o c c a s i o n ,  a t  F o r t  Meade ,  Md. ,  on O c t o b e r  16 ( t h a n k s ,  K i p p  D e A n g e l i s  
f o r  y o u r  p l a n n i n g  a nd  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s ) .  T h e s e  w i l l  
b e  r e p o r t e d  i n  mor e  d e t a i l  i n  t h e  n e x t  i s s u e  o f  The  B u l a e  B u ^ l e .

L a t e  i n  O c t o b e r ,  t h e  e i g h t h  b o o k  w r i t t e n  by C h a r l e s  Ma c Do n a l d ,  
A Time f o r  T r u m p e t s ;  The U n t o l d  S t o r y  o f  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u l a e ,  
w e n t  on s a l e  i n  b o o k s  t o r e s . We a r e  v e r y  p r o u d  o f  o u r  many a u t n o r s .

* * *

Our  t o t a l  m e m b e r s h i p  i s  o v e r  3 , 3 0 0  - -  n e a r l y  200  l i f e  me mb e r s ,  
a b o u t  50 d i s a b l e d  v e t e r a n s ,  a n d  o v e r  3 , 1 0 0  r e g u l a r  m e mb e r s .  We 
h a v e  $ 1 3 , 0 0 0  i n v e s t e d  i n  c e r t i f i c a t e s  o f  d e p o s i t  a nd  n e a r l y  $ 1 1 , 0 0 0  
i n  o t h e r  f u n d s .

Two p o i n t s  mu s t  be  made h e r e .  Many o f  o u r  me mber s  a r e  d e 
l i n q u e n t  a n d ,  a l t h o u g h  we do  n o t  c h a r g e  f o r  p a s t  d u e s ,  we e n c o u r a g e

t h o s e  who a r e  n o t  i n  a c u r r e n t  d u e s  s t a t u s  t o  g e t  t h e r e .  A l s o ,  
we we l c o me  a n d  n e e d  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  f r o m e v e r y o n e .

T r e a s u r e r  B i l l  H e m p h i l l  w i l l  p o s t  a d d i t i o n a l  d e t a i l s  i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  R e g i s t r a t i o n  De s k .

Members
Bob H a g e l ,  9901  D u n c a n  S t . ,  F a i r f a x ,  VA 
2 2 0 3 1 ,  a  VBOB L i f e  Member ,  v /ould  l i k e  t o  
h e a r  f r o m  b u d d i e s  o f  "L" C o . ,  3 2 0 t h  I n f . ,  
3 5 t h  I n f .

T h o m a s  R .  S h e t t l e r ,  1 C r e s t v i e w  R o a d ,  
F r a n k l i n ,  PA 16323 i s  l o o k i n g  f o r  s o l d i e r s  
w h o  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  t h e  B u l g e  w i t h  t h e  
9 4 t h ,  3 7 6 t h  I n f .  R e g t . ,  T h i r d  US A r m y .

Andre Herion, an Associate  Member of  
VBOB, asks  if  we can provide  him the a d 
dress  or news of  a member of the 551st 
Inf.  Bn.  (Parachute)  attached during the  
Battle of the Bulge to the 82nd Abn. D i v , 
M, Herion found this soldier^s dog tag in 
1967 — it reads "GARRISON, RAYMOND" 
and contains the address  Archard St . ,  
Weirton, W. Va. Info concerning Garri
son may be provided M. Herion at 46 Rue 
F, Tilquin, 4030 Grivegnee ,  Liege, Be lg 
ium .

Bulge veteran ,  Emery E. Carl, New York 
City,  is exper ienc ing  diff iculty in fi l ing  
for benefi ts ;  his records  may have been  
victim of Army Records Center f ire .
Anyone knowing Emery may write to 
him at P. O.  Box 11981, Tucson,  AZ 
85734.

Ivan R. (Danny)  Daniels,  1818 Judson Rd . ,  
Longview,  TX 75601 is looking for info  
concerning anyone stat ioned at Camp 
Fannin, TX, in 1943-44, especial ly  from 
Mess Hall I.
61st Chem. Depot Co. veteran Vincent  
Meinhart, 1449 Cornell S t . ,  Scranton,PA  
18504 wants to hear from former buddies .



40 YEARS AFTER 40 DAYS and 40 NIGHTS
T h e  Bat t le  of the  A r d e n n e s ,  more commonly known as  "Th e Bat t le  of the  B u lg e , "  was the  
g r e a t e s t  land b a t t l e  e v e r  f o u g h t  by the  U .S .  Army.  Does e v e r y o n e  u n d e r s t a n d  and com
p r e h e n d  th e  m agn i tude  of t h a t  s t a t em en t  of mi li tary fac t?  It was c o n t ro v e r s i a l ,  dramat ic  
a n d  more im p o r t a n t ly ,  p ivotal  — invo lv in g  o v e r  one  million men e n g a g ed  in a g igan t i c  
h i s to r i c  s t r u g g l e .
T h e  word "pivota l"  d en o te s  and co n n o te s  " t u r n i n g  point"  and t h a t ' s  exact ly  what  it was 
a g a in s t  c l e v e r ,  t en ac io u s ,  o p p u g n a n t  and de te rmined  enemy fo rces  with t a r g e t s  and  o b 
jec t ives  p lan n ed  wi th in  a c e r t a in  time f rame.  This  plan was mas terminded  by Adolph Hit
l e r  in S ep tem b e r  1944 and  we were  hit  in the  same a rea  and th r o u g h  the  same t e r r a i n  as  
in VVWl with the  element  of s u r p r i s e ,  aga in!  We n e v e r  lea rned  from tha t  f i r s t  pa inful  
l e s s o n !
The w e a t h e r  d u r i n g  the  ea r l y  cr i t ica l  d a y s  and n ig h t s  of the  b r e a k t h r o u g h  was the  wors t 
it had been in a c e n t u r y  a c c o r d in g  to meteorologis ts  and h i s to r i a n s .  This  def in i te ly  was 
a p lus  f a c to r  for  a d e s p e r a t e  enemy and  ag a in s t  th e  Allies who were los ing th o u s a n d s  of 
men as  n o nba t t l e  c a sua l t ie s  as  well as  the  g r e a t  toll of ba t t l e -a c t ion  ca su a l t ie s .
The  snow was two to t h r e e  fee t  deep and  the  t e m p e r a t u r e  10° to -10°F in many combat  
a r e a s  which f roze  o u r  killed and  wounded  in many g r o t e s q u e  forms and  pos i t io ns .  The 
r i f l e s ,  machine g u n s  and BARs also f roze  and did not func t ion when n ee d ed .  Some of 
o u r  men had to u r i n a t e  upon them in o r d e r  to s t a r t  f i r i n g .  It all seemed so pr imi tive 
with no a i r p l a n e s ,  t a n k s ,  a r t i l l e ry  o r  hea vy  weapons  s u p p o r t  when we t h o u g h t  we were 
going to have it to move fo r w ard  toward o u r  speci f ic  ob ject ives .
I recal l  one hazy cold morn n e a r  the  end  of December  1944 when 1 p e r c h ed  mysel f up on 
th e  top s t a i r  of a house  in Vielsalm to o b s e r v e  the  long line of heavy g u n s ,  jeeps ,  ha l f 
t r a c k s ,  t r u c k s  and miscel laneous  equ ipm en t  of the  106th I n f a n t r y  Division,  I watched for 
o v e r  an h o u r  in awe and  amazement of the  s h e e r  tonnage  I was see ing  with some d i s b e l 
ief;  it seemed e n d le s s  rol l ing in the  snow on those  nar row s t r e e t s ;  for  t h e s e  were  the  
r e m n a n t s  of the  r e c e n t  "Death  of a Division" an d  I felt  deep remorse  and  pat lios  s ince  1 
wab a  fo rmer  member of Co. "C" 1st B n . ,  422nd R eg t .  of the  106th I n f a n t r y  Division at 
Camp A t t e r b u r y ,  Ind iana  a f t e r  bas ic  t r a in in g  at  t h e  ( IRTC) Camp B l a n d i n g ,  F l o r i d a  I 
l a t e r  found out  t h a t  Co. "C" was completely ann ih i l a t ed  and those  who miraculously  s u r 
vived  were  t ak en  p r i s o n e r .  This  p a r t i c u l a r  reg imen t  c a u g h t  the  b r u n t  of the  initial 
b r e a k t h r o u g h !  T oday ,  "T he  Golden Lions ,"  106th I n f a n t r y  Division have a memorial and 
chapel  at  S t .  Vi th,  Belgium which is mainta ined by th e  Association and  the  local Belgians 
who t ake  specia l  p r i d e  and  i n t e r e s t  in i ts  c a r e .
1 went  into Belgium with Co. "G ,"  2nd B n . ,  291st R e g t . ,  75th I n f a n t r y  Division and  to 
day  a l a rg e  memorial p laq ue is emplaced on the  ou t s ide  s tone  wall of a l a rg e  c h u r c h  in 
the  town of Grand Halleux for  o u r  men killed in ac t ion.  Two pet i t e  p laques  have been 
placed at  memorable and  prominen t  locat ions  in t h a t  mounta inous  a r ea .
Those  Americans and o t h e r  a ll ies ,  who gave the  su p re m e  sac r i f i ce ,  t h e i r  l ives ,  will n ev e r  
know in what they  were involved.  We, the  l iving th a t  were t h e r e  and did o u r  p a r t  
should  n e v e r  f o r g e t  o u r  fallen com rades  and pay t r i b u t e  to t h e i r  b r a v e r y ,  especia l ly  on 
Memorial Day and  V e te ran s '  Day e i t h e r  h e re  o r  o v e r  the re !
Org an iza t ions  such  as  CEBA, CRIBA and CAM a r e  p e r p e t u a t i n g  the  h i s to ry  of "Th e Bat 
tle of the  A rd e n n e s"  by  r e s e a r c h ,  ar cheology  and compi ling p e r t i n e n t  information of th i s  
g r e a t  ba t t l e  with t h e i r  capab le  s t a f f s  in L uxem bou rg  and  Belgium.  The VBOB, national 
v e t e r a n s '  as socia t ions  and  o u r  European c o u n t e r p a r t s  bel ieve  the  h i s to ry  and  memory of 
th is  epic bat t l e  shou ld  be  p r e s e r v e d  and live f o r e v e r .  For ty  y e a r s  l a t e r  we a r e ,  i n d eed ,  
st ill  p ro u d  to have  p a r t i c ip a te d !
The Holy Bible r e f l ec t s  i t s  own d i s t in c t i v e  f o r ty  d ay s  and fo r ty  n ig h t s  o rd e a l .  S u re ly ,  a 
mystical  paral lel  to p o n d e r  now and in the  f u t u r e .
(c o n t in u ed  on Page 10)



MESSAGE
FROM
YOUR

R ober t  J .  VanHouten

F r i en d s  and  fellow V e te ran s  of the  Bat t le  of the  Bulge ,  it is 
in deed  an ho no r  to be y o u r  new P r e s i d e n t .
The f o u n d e r s  of the  V e te ran s  of t h e  Bat t le of the  Bulge ,  in 
ju s t  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  have  fi rmly 
e s tab l i sh ed  and  gu ided  th is  
organizat ion to s u c c e s s ,  b r i n g 
ing to f ru i t ion  most of the  
ob jec t ives  s t a t e d  in o u r  
or ig inal  p ro c la m a t io n .
1 a s s u r e  you 1 will work to 
con t inue  and bui ld on th i s  
f i rm, s t r o n g  fo u nda t ion .
I joined the  V e te ra ns  of the  
Bat t le  of the  Bulge in J a n u a r y  
of 1982 and  qu ick ly  became 
i n t e r e s t e d  in the  object ives  
of th e  o rg an iz a t ion .  One of 
th e  f i r s t  t a s k s  1 was a sked  
to pe rform  was to help the  
Membership  Chai rman.  This  
job involved r e ad in g  the
appl ica t ions  and  de te rm in ing  __
th e  e l igibil i ty of the  app l i ca n t s  as  ou t l ined in Genera l  O r d e r s  
114 and 63 of the  Dept ,  of the  Army.  This  soon became a 
fa sc in a t in g  job fo r  me bec au se  I was a p r i s o n e r  of war t h r e e  
d ay s  a f t e r  the  b eg in n in g  of th e  b a t t l e  and was not aware  of 
the  many un i t s  and divis ions  involved  in th is  h is to r i c  b a t t l e .  
Read ing  the  many comments and l e t t e r s  from a p p l i c a n t s ,  1 was 
able to place the  en t i r e  p i c t u r e  of both  the  wi thdrawal  and 
s u b s e q u e n t  su c c es s  of the  ba t t l e  ag a in s t  th e  Germans .
Working with the  men on th e  Ex ecu t iv e  Committee and v a r io u s  
b o a r d s  and meet ing th e  many members  from the  field has 
allowed us  to bui ld a ca mara de r i e  second to none.  This  is a 
won derfu l ,  warm organ iza t ion and t h e r e f o r e  1 feel  hon ored  to 
be y o u r  new P re s id e n t .
It becomes immediately ev id en t  t h a t  to su s t a in  gro wth of the  
organ iza t ion in the  time available to many of u s ,  we have to be 
innovat ive  in o u r  t h in k in g  as  to what  we want  to accompl ish 
from h e re  on as an o rgan iza t ion  devo ted  to in te rn a t io n a l  peace ,  
f r i e n d s h ip ,  p e r p e t u i ty  of those  sac r i f i ce s  made f o r ty  y e a r s  ago 
and the  p r e s e r v a t io n  of da ta  and s i t e s  of th a t  h is tor i c  b a t t l e .
T h e r e  a r e  some h a r s h  and some fond memories of o u r  
e x p e r i en ce s  th a t  will n e v e r  leave  us  and it is o u r  hope t h a t  we 
can p as s  t h e s e  on to the  y o u n g e r  g e n e r a t i o n s  to follow in o u r  
wake to help them p r e s e r v e  world peace ,  s ince  we all took 
time out  of o u r  l ives to g ive  them the  peace t h ey  now enjoy.





MY MEMORIES OF THE 
B A T T L E  OF THE BULGE

b y  Wm. E . L e o p o ld

I j o i n e d  t h e  Army fr o m  t h e  
s m a l l  to w n  o f  M auch C h u n k , 
PA. I  w e n t  t o  Camp B r e c k -  
e n r i d g e ,  KY a n d  j o i n e d  t h e  
7 5 t h  D i v i s i o n  an d  t h e n  
w e n t o v e r s e a s  w i t h  t h e  
D i v i s i o n  o n  O c t o b e r  1 5 ,
1 9 4 4 .  I  w as a PFC i n  t h e  
2 9 1 s t  I n f . R e g t .  , C o . C,
1 s t  B n . I  w as a R if le m a n  
a n d  1 s t  S c o u t  i n  t h e  s q u a d .

My m e m o r ie s  o f  t h e  B a t t l e  
o f  t h e  A r d e n n e s  a r e  a b o u t  
t h e  sam e a s  a n y  o t h e r  man 
who s e r v e d  t h e r e .  T he aw 
f u l  c o l d ,  d e e p  s n o w s ,  b e 
in g  w e t a n d  h u n g r y  m o s t  o f  
t h e  t i m e .  I  rem em b er t h e  
b r i g h t n e s s  o f  t h e  m oon , 
t h e  r e f l e c t i o n s  o n  t h e  
sn o w , t h e  m a r c h in g  f i r e  
g o in g  th r o u g h  t h e  t h i c k  
f o r e s t ,  t a k i n g  o n e  v i l l a g e  
a f t e r  a n o t h e r ,  t h e  h e a v y  
a r t i l l e r y  a n d  t h e  m o r ta r  
f i r e .

On J a n u a r y  2 2 ,  t h e  1 s t  B n . ,  
2 9 1 s t  I n f .  R e g t .  la u n c h e d  
an  o f f e n s i v e  a g a i n s t  t h e  
v i l l a g e  o f  M a ld in g e n  a b o u t  
tw o  m i l e s  e a s t  o f  S t .  V i t h .  
Our C o . C ju m p ed  o f f  a b o u t  
n o o n  an d  we r a n  i n t o  h e a v y  
a r t i l l e r y ,  m o r ta r  a n d  ta n k  
f i r e  a s  we w e n t  up  t h e  h i l l  
an d  c r o s s e d  o p e n  f i e l d s .
The to w n  w as l o c a t e d  o n  a 
s m a l l  h i l l .  I t  w as a b o u t
5 p .m . an d  i t  s t a r t e d  t o  
g e t  d a r k .  We f i n a l l y  g o t  
i n t o  to w n  a n d  t o o k  o n e  
h o u s e  a f t e r  a n o t h e r  a s  w e l l  
a s  som e p r i s o n e r s  o u t  o f  t h e  
c h u r c h ;  t h e n  t h i n g s  q u i e t e d  
down f o r  a w h i l e .  We

s t a r t e d  t o  c l e a n  o u t  t h e  
r e s t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I w e n t  
a r o u n d  t h e  c o r n e r  a n d  s t a y e d  
c l o s e  t o  t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  
h o u s e ,  w hen  so m e o n e  y e l l e d ,  
" T h e r e ' s  a  ta n k  i n  b e t w e e n  
t h e  h o u s e s ."  I  w as t w e n t y  
f e e t  fr o m  t h e  ta n k  w hen  I 
saw  a b o u t  s i x  i n c h e s  o f  t h e  
g u n  b a r r e l .  We t o l d  a  
b a z o o k a  man t o  w ork  h i s  way  
b e h in d  t h e  ta n k  a n d  k n o c k  
i t  o u t !  We m oved  o u t  a g a in  
a n d  a d v a n c e d  a b o u t  t e n  f e e t  
w hen t h e y  o p e n e d  f i r e  o n  u s  
w it h  r i f l e  f i r e  a n d  a u t o 
m a t ic  w e a p o n s .  S i x  o f  u s  
w e r e  h i t ;  som e o f  u s  b a d l y .
I l a y  t h e r e  a n d  sa w  t r a c e r s  
g o in g  i n  a l l  d i r e c t i o n s .  I 
s t a r t e d  t o  b u r n  a n d  so m e o n e  
th r e w  sn o w  o n  me t o  p u t  o u t  
t h e  f i r e !

T h ey  p u l l e d  u s  i n t o  a b a r n  
a n d  t h e  M e d ic  f e v e r i s h l y  
w o rk ed  o n  u s .  We l a y  t h e r e  
a l l  n i g h t .

T he n e x t  d a y  we w e r e  t i e d  
on  a j e e p  a n d  t a k e n  b y  am
b u la n c e  fro m  o n e  h o s p i t a l  
t o  a n o t h e r .  When t h e y  t o o k  
o f f  my b o o t s ,  my t o e s  w e r e  
b la c k  w i t h  g a n g r e n e  a n d  I  
had  a b a d  c a s e  o f  t r e n c h  
f o o t  w i t h  m a c h in e  g u n  
w ou n d s i n  t h e  s t o m a c h ,  h ip  
an d  l e g .  I  w as s e r i o u s l y  
w ou n d ed  a n d  w e n t t o  P a r i s ,  
t o  E n g la n d , a n d  t h e n  b a c k  
t o  t h e  U n it e d  S t a t e s  w h e r e  
I w as h o s p i t a l i z e d  f o r  a 
y e a r .

I  w as i n  t h e  New Y ork  H ar
b o r  on  May 5 t h  -  V -E  D a y .

T h is  i s  o n e  o f  m any e x p e r 
i e n c e s  d u r in g  t h e  a w f u l  
d a y s  i n  t h e  A r d e n n e s .

#

Many E x p r e s s i o n s  of  
T h a n k s  A re  D ue Many 
Peo p le  f o r  t h e  VBOB 
T r i p  t o  Be lg ium 
a n d  L u x e m b o u r g

D u r i n g  t h e  e i g h t  d a y s  b e 
g i n n i n g  on S e p t e m b e r  26 th  
t h a t  VBOB m e m b e r s  s p e n t  
in Be lg ium a n d  L u x e m b o u r g  
t h e  c o u r t e s i e s ,  k n o w l e d g e ,  
f r i e n d l i n e s s  o f  B e lg i a n s  
a n d  L u x e m b o u r g e r s  — CAM, 
CEBA a n d  CRIBA m e m b e r s  
a s  well  a s  local  o f f i c i a l s ,  
b u s i n e s s  p e o p l e ,  a n d  r e s i 
d e n t s  — w e r e  in  e v i d e n c e  
e v e r y w h e r e .  T h e s e ,  com 
b i n e d  wi th  t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  
a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m  of 
p e r s o n n e l  o f  G a la x y  T o u r s ,  
a s s u r e d  t h e  VBOB g r o u p  
of  a most  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  i n 
t e r e s t i n g  a n d  e n j o y a b l e  
t i m e .

Many l e t t e r s  h a v e  b e e n  a n d  
will  b e  w r i t t e n  to  t h e  Be l 
g i a n s  a n d  L u x e m b o u r g e r s  
wh o  e n t e r t a i n e d  u s ,  g a v e  
u s  g i f t s  a n d  d r o v e  u s  
w h e r e v e r  we w a n t e d  to  g o .  
N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  o u r  i n t e n d e d  
e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  g r a t i t u d e  
may n o t  r e a c h  e v e r y o n e .
So,  i t  i s  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  
r e c i p i e n t s  o f  t h i s  i s s u e  
of  THE BULGE BUGLE in 
Belgium a n d  L u x e m b o u r g  
s h a r e  i t  wi th y o u r  co l 
l e a g u e s  a n d  f r i e n d s .

T h a n k  y o u !  C . D . B o d e n

“ If You Keep F a ith .”
“ If you keep you need not weep

If I am killed, for 1 will not complain 
O f any death if others gain 
The things I think are worth my life to keep;
The right to  have, to  know, to love, to speak.
If all win these, I will endure my pain 
And on the battlefront where I have lain 
Will find an honored place in which to sleep.
But if when peace returns to you once more 
You break the word you gave humanity 
By keeping not the pledge to which you swore’.
Then carve in stone this epitaph fo r me:
Here lies a fool who placed his hope in war 
And gave his faith to  insincerity!”

(LI Jack E. Spear, la f , 3rd Army 
KIA Dec. IM 4 in Ike A rdeancs.)

The Stars and Stripes-The National  
Tribune



WANTED ! BULGE PART I CI PA^ J T S
S e v e r a l  m on th s a g o  VBOB's P a s t - P r e s i d e n t  
B oden  r e c e i v e d  an i n t e r e s t i n g  p l e a  f o r  h e lp .  
I t  cam e from  t h e  CENTRE DE RECHERCHES ET D' 
INFORMATIONS SUR LA BATAILLE DES ARDENNES 
(CRIBA) in  L ie g e ,  B e lg iu m . The C e n te r  h a s  
r e c e i v e d  i n q u i r i e s  from  B e lg i a n s  who a r e  
t r y i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h  c o n t a c t  w ith  A m erican  
B a t t l e  o f  th e  B u lg e  s e r v ic e m e n .  P le a s e  c o n 
t a c t  VBOB i f  you  h a v e  any in f o r m a t io n  c o n 
c e r n in g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s e r v ic e m e n :

ROBINSON, Wayne —  Mr. E m ile  G o f f a r t ,  F ra n -  
c o r c h a m p s , B e lg iu m , w is h e s  t o  c o n t a c t  Wayne 
R o b in so n  who l i v e d  in  P h i l a d e lp h i a  and was 
a new sm an. He w r o te  t h e  w e ll-k n o w n  book  
" B a r b a r a ,"  th e  s t o r y  o f  a ta n k  in  WWII. Mr. 
G o f f a r t  w as w i t n e s s  t o  som e d e t a i l s  r e p o r te d  
by t h e  a u t h o r .

MORA, Jan n y  - -  Mr. J u l e s  W a lg r a f f e ,  B o n e g g e , 
B e lg iu m , s e e k s  t o  c o n t a c t  Jan n y  Mora who b e 
lo n g e d  t o  an Arm ored u n i t  t h a t  w as th e  f i r s t  
t o  e n t e r  P a r i s  in  A u g u st '4 4 .  H is  u n i t  was 
b i l l e t e d  a t  B a rv a u x , B e lg iu m , when th e  B a t 
t l e  o f  th e  B u lg e  b e g a n . The u n i t  l e f t  f o r  
B o n e f f e  (n e a r  E g h e z e e )  aro u n d  D ecem ber 22nd  
w it h o u t  th e  ta n k s  w h ich  rem a in ed  a t  B a rv a u x . 
At th e  b e g in n in g  o f  J a n u a r y , th e  men p a r t i 
c i p a t e d  in  o p e r a t i o n s  in  t h e  a r e a  o f  B a s t -  
o g iit:. Janny Mora camc from  W is c o n s in  and  
hud a f r i e n d ,  R o b e r t ,  o f  P o l i s h  e x t r a c t i o n ,  
w h ose m oth er  w as a F r e n c h - s p e a k in g  C a n a d ia n .

? - ? - ? ,  D a v id  - -  M rs. S u zy  D e r e n n e , J o n n e r e t -
G e r p in n e s ,  B e lg iu m , w is h e s  t o  c o n t a c t  a GI 
whom s h e  m et a t  th e  l i b e r a t i o n  (S ep tem b er  
1 9 4 4 ) .  The man m et th e  h i t c h - h i k i n g  g i r l  
and h e r  m oth er  on th e  ro a d  t o  C h a r le r o i -  
P h i l i p p e v i l l e  a t  L o v e r v a l .  He and a f r i e n d  
named Thomas s p e n t  th e  n ig h t  a t  h e r  p a r -  
r e n t s '  hom e.

ANTHONE, Tony —  M rs. A nd ree B o r g n ie t ,  Macon, 
B e lg iu m , s e e k s  t o  c o n ta c L  Tony A n th on e who 
s t a y e d  in  a wood o f  f i r  t r e e s  named "Chant 
d e s  O ise a u x "  (Song o f  th e  B i r d s ) . Tony 
l e a r n e d  F ren ch  w it h  A n d r e e ' s  f a m i ly .  B e
c a u s e  o f  t h e  German o f f e n s i v e ,  he had t o  
l e a v e ,  b u t  d id  n o t  f o r g e t  t o  g i v e  th e  g i r l  a 
b ox  o f  p r e s e n t s  and t o  fo r w a r d  a f a r e w e l l  
m e s s a g e .  She was 16 a t  th e  t im e .  . . . E d .

40 YEARS AFTER 40 DAYS and  40 NIGHTS 

(c o n t in u e d  from Page 6)
The informed and  misinformed people of th is  
v a s t  p lan et  with t h e i r  d i f f e r in g  opinions  
seem to have mixed emot ions  co n c e rn in g  
th i s  b i t t e r  ba t t l e  . . . b u t  one t h i n g  is c e r 
tain — it did p r e s e r v e  o u r  way of life and 
a l t e red  an acu te  sa l i ent  d u r i n g  a d a r k  ep i 
sode in o u r  re la t ive ly  s h o r t  h i s t o ry .
H is to ry ,  u n d o u b t e d l y ,  r e cogn izes  t h a t  th is  
p o ignan t  c h a p t e r  of WWII will leave  many 
u n a n s w e r e d  q u e s t i o n s  fo r  p o s t e r i t y .

By P e t e r  G. Dounis

“ This IS undoubtedly the greatest  A m encan  
battle of the war and will. 1 bel ieve,  be 
regarded as an ever-famous A m en c an  
victory."

Sir W inston  C hurchill 
ad dressing  the  H o u se  o f  C o m m o n s  

fo llow ing  the  Battle o f  the  Bulge

C H A M P U S -----------------------------------------
Rules  g o v e r n in g  allowable claims have been 
s t reamlined  fo r  mental health c a r e ,  r e s i 
dent ia l  t re a tm e n t  c e n t e r s  for  ch i ld re n  with 
mental  d i s o r d e r s  and fo r  alcoholism t r e a t 
ment .  The s t r e n g t h e n e d  ru le s  become 
effec t ive  with claims su bm i t t ed  for  ca rc  
r ece ived  a f t e r  13 Nov. 1984. If you have 
a family member u n d e r g o in g  t re a tme n t  
u n d e r  t h ese  p r o g r a m s ,  p lease  check with 
y o u r  n e a r e s t  mi li tary fac i l i ty ' s  Health 
Benef i t s  Advisor .
. . .AMAA NewsBr iefs ,  Oct.  84

AMENDMENT TO VBOB CONSTITUTION
At the  Sep tem ber  1984 meeting of the  
Execut ive  Counci l,  u n d e r  ex i s t in g  co n 
s t i tu t ion al  au t h o r i t y  ( A r t .  X I I I . 4) ,  the  
Const i tu t ion  was amended to in c re a se  the  
amount  to $50,000 of organ izat ion  a s s e t s  
before  a s u r e t y  bond would be r e q u i r e d  
( A r t .  K).  This was deemed n ec es s a ry  
bec au se  of the  bu rd e n so m e  re q u ir em en t  
which would have been imposed in 
o r d e r  to obtain  a s u r e t y  bond.

. . . J . L an g b a r t

lU



BATTLE OF THE BULGE 
COLLECTION TO BE ESTABLISHED
On Oc to be r  16, 1984 a Memorandum of Un
d e r s t a n d i n g  was s igned  between the  
V e te ra ns  of the  Bat t le of the  Bulge and  
For t  George G. Meade c o n c e rn in g  the  
e s t ab l i shm en t  of an a r ch iv e  and  museum 
ex h ib i t s  at  th e  For t  George  G. Meade 
Museum.
A small ceremony was held a t  H e a d q u a r t e r s  
For t  George G. Meade with Col. Wm. R. 
F a r q u h a r s o n ,  J r .  s i g n in g  fo r  For t  Meade 
and  Wm. Greenvi l le ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  Clyde D. 
Boden,  s ig n in g  for  VBOB.
The p u r p o s e  of th i s  ag r eem en t  is to 
p ro v id e  one c e n t r a l  location,  the  For t  
George  G. Meade Museum, whe re  in fo rm a
tion co n c e r n i n g  the  Bat t le of th e  Bulge  may 
be o b t a in ed .  VBOB a g r e e s  to dona te  
a r ch iv a l  mater ia l  and a r t i f a c t s  to the  
museum and in addi t ion  may also p ro v id e ,  
if d e s i r e d ,  o t h e r  s u p p o r t  to a s s i s t  in the  
use  and ca re  of the  dona ted  mater ia ls .  All 
i tems ,  once  d o n a t e d ,  become the  p r o p e r t y  
of the  U. S.  Army.
For t  Meade a g r e e s  to house  an d  c a re  for  
the  Bat t le of the  Bulge mater ia ls  t h a t  a re  
d o n a t ed ;  to maintain them as  a s e p a r a t e  
collec tion; to p rov ide  c u r a to r i a l  s u p p o r t  and  
publ ic a c ce s s ;  and to es tabl ish  a Bat t le of 
the  Bulge exhi bi t  a r ea  within the  museum.  
The c u r a t o r  of the  museum will be e x e r c i s 
ing pro fess ional  judgment  c o n c e rn in g  items 
d o n a t ed .  Only thos e  i tems used in ,  or  
d i re c t ly  r e la t in g  to,  the  Bat tle of the  Bulge 
will be inc luded in the  collec tion.  However ,  
the  museum would be i n t e r e s t e d  in o b t a i n 
ing o t h e r  items for i ts  col lec tions ,  e s p e c 
ially thos e  items r e la t in g  to the  ope ra t ions  
of F i r s t  U .S .  Army or  to For t  Meade.
Anyone i n t e r e s t e d  in d ona t ing  items may do 
so by co n tac t in g  the  C u r a t o r ,  F t .  George 
G. Meade Museum, ATTN: AFZI-PA-MU,
Ft .  George  G. Meade, MD 20755-5070, tele:  
(301) 677-6966.
The museum can prov ide  p r e - p a id  sh ip p in g  
labels for  p a c k a g es .  Also, if a nyone  has  
o r  knows of an y  large  items which might  be 
of i n t e r e s t  and a r e  ava i lable ,  such as  a 
h a l f - t r a c k  o r  t a n k ,  s h ip p in g  a r r a n g e m e n t s  
can be made.

Following the  s i g n in g ,  abou t  15 members of 
VBOB met at  the  For t  Meade Museum where  
a s h o r t  p r e s e n t a t i o n  co n c e r n in g  th e  s ign ing

Reunion
5 5 7 th  AAA A s s n . 3 6 th  A nnual R e u n io n , Ram- 
ada In n , H a g e r s to w n , MD, May 1 7 - 1 8 ,  1 9 8 5 .  
(Lou E d e l l ,  29 0 4  O a k c r e s t , B a l t im o r e ,  MD 
2 1 2 0 2 ) .

>0 0 0 0 0 000000000000001

5 4 4 th  TD B n .,  F ren ch  L ic k  S p r in g s  R e s o r t ,  
F ren ch  L ic k ,  IN , J u ly  9 - 1 2 ,  1 9 8 5 . (G e r a ld  
H o f f e r ,  752 L ocke C o u r t , N a p p a n ee , IN 
4 6 5 5 0 ) .

o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o

Co. D, 6 7 th  Armd, 2d Armd. D i v . ,  f i r s t  r e 
u n io n ,  N a s h v i l l e ,  TN, O c t .  1 8 - 2 0 ,  1 9 8 5 .  
( F r a n c is  W. B a k e r ) .

O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O

2nd Armd. D i v . ,  H o lid a y  In n , I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
A ir p o r t ,  Tampa, FL, May 2 9 -J u n e  2 , 1 9 8 5 .  
( F r a n c is  W. B a k e r ) .

O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O

168th E n g r .  Combat B n . ,  S ep tem ber  or  
O c to be r ,  1985. (F r e d  Pompeo,  18 Newton 
R d . ,  Medford,  Mass.  02155).

O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O

99th ( C h e c k e r b o a r d )  Inf .  Div. A s s n . ,
Marc Plaza Hotel ,  Milwaukee,  WI, J u l .  17- 
20, 1985. ( B y ro n  R o u s s eau ,  1400 Dous- 
man S t . ,  Green Bay,  WI 54303).

o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o

was made by Mr. David Cole, museum 
c u r a t o r .  This  was followed by some i n t e r 
e s t i n g  film footage taken  by Kip DeAngel is  
on VBOB's r e c e n t  t r i p  to Europe.

Left to right ,  seated - Wm. T. Greenvi l le,  Exec. VP, 
VBOB; Col. Wm. R. Farquharson, C.O. ,  Ft. Meade; 
David C. Cole, Ft. Meade Museum Curator.

Standing - W. A. Simpkins, VP, VBOB; Neil B. Thomp
son, Ln. for Mil .  Units,  VBOB; Dorothy Davis, VBOB; 
Quinty C. DeAngelis, VBOB; and Benjamin T. Layton, 
VBOB.

Photo by Sam Silverman, VBOB Photographer
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S OME OF T H E  H I G H L I G H T S  OF T H E  1984 V B O B  G E N E R A L  ME MB E RS HI P  MEETI NG
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C .

P h o t o s  b y . . .  . . . S a m  S i l v e r m a n

Mme. T i l l y  Kimmes o f  CEBA being presen ted  a book on 
the B a t t l e  o f  the Bulge by Hubert Roger o f  VBOB

Medal l ion o f  Eisenhower,  Bradley ,  and Patton presented  
to  VBOB by CEBA. Clyde Boden i s  ac c ep t i ng  i t  from 
Mme. T i l l y  Kimmes, S ecr e ta ry  o f  CEBA

Panel c o n s i s t i n g  o f ,  from l e f t ,  Malcolm Wi l key,  Har
o ld  P. Leinbaugh,  Bob P h i l l i p s ,  Dave Cole ,  Dave E. 
Pergr in and Charles  MacDonald

A port ion  o f  VBOB members a t t e n d i n g  conce r t  g iven  by 
Army Band a t  DAR C o n s t i tu t i o n  Hal l  commemorating 
Veterans o f  the B a t t l e  o f  the  Bulge

P a r t i a l  group o f  those  a t t en d in g  General Membership 
Meeti ng

From l e f t ,  Izzy G e t z e l , Past  Commander DAV, Tennessee;
Kay Maise,  Ca l i f .  Nat ional  Pres ,  f or  Ladies  Aux i l i a r y ,  
Mi l .  Order o f  the  Purple Heart;  John McDonald, Past
Department Commander for  F lor ida  MOPH



Each One, Teack One
This is (he season o f  veterans reunions. Our pages list ten 

meetings each week with over one thousand participants fro m  the 
m ajor m ilitary divisions. H undreds o f  smaller units will convene 
through their own networks.

Each year the groups are getting smaller. Yes, the men are older 
and the econom y is too tight fo r  travel. But our meetings today are 
m ore sparsely attended than in the past, essentially, because most 
veterans reunions are boring. M ore m en and  women are gathered  

outside waiting fo r  the next tour bus than are in the business ses- 
sions. To f i l l  this void, new reunion officers know  that their m ajor 
responsibility is to f in d  another convention site with exciting ar- 
tracdons fo r  day and  night.

We still com e together to honor those left behind on the slopes 
o f  Italy, the marshes o j Java, the beaches o f  Korea or brought 
hom e fro m  Vietnam to their own churchyards. Each o f  those 
fa llen  comrades would surely say "drink a toast fo r  m e and enjoy  
the sights which I  can no longer see. "

They would also charge us with the care o f  their children and  
urundchtldren. I  know  :his. From too m any m ilitary hospital beds
I  have heard this concern fro m  men living in their last days. Yet 
where are these children when our divisions, ships, and wings hold  
their annual gatherings?

We will receive greetings fro m  public officials, conduct 
ceremonies o f  remembrance and usually hear a concert from  the 
local high school band. These are o ften  the only children 'vho see 
the spirit o f  our old units together once again. What will these 
trumpeters and drum m ers recall fr o m  your reunion . these kids 
who are so young that even the name ’ ‘Saigon ' ’ has already disap
peared fro m  maps in their history books?

“ / /  there m ust be troubles, let them be in m v tim e so that my  
children m ay live in peace. "  was the hope o f  our last generations. 
Yet peace will not soon he. The high school drummer^: and  
buglers know  this. They know  that war is not all heroics, that 
ideals are usually fa r  above conduct, and that is m ost co m 
m only about the death and suffering o f  civilians.

Yet these scenes are, fo r  m ost students, as abstract as those 
patriotic ideals with which we reply as reasons fo r  war and which 
we proudly encourage in veterans high school speech contests. For 
almost al! students our u h n n h  the hum an side o f  serving and  
surviving in W orld War U, in Korea or Vietnam has yet to be 
revealed and understood. You can change that at your ne.xt re
union.

Plan your schedule not only with the Cham ber o f  Com m erce but 
also with the Superintendent o f  Education. Arrange an invitation  
to  speak to as m any classrooms as can be managed.

In the minds o f  city Jathers, the im pact o f  your presence will be 
figured  in additional income fo r  local bu'<ine^s Visit a clas.\roon: 
while you  are there— one man fo r  only one hour in each 
classroom —and in the m inds o f  the city 's children your visit will 
be monum ental.

Onlv in the vision o f  these students can an\ m onum ent to your 
service and convictions survive fo r  even one more generation. ■#

Contributed by John Kearney from The Stars  
and S tr ip es , The Naticffial Tribune

A T O A S T
H ere's to  the red o f  i t -  
Ih e r e 's  not a thread o f  i t .  
No, nor a shred o f  i t  
In a l l  the spread o f  i t  

Frcm fo o t to  head.
But heroes b led for i t .

T O  T H E  F L A G  
Here's to  the blue o f  j .t-  
Beauteous view o f  i t .  
Heavenly hue o f  i t .  
Star-spangled dew o f  i t  

Constant and true; 
Diadems gleam for i t .

Faced s t e e l  and head for i t .  S ta tes  stand supreire for i t .  
Bathing i t  Red! Bric^tens the blue!

Here's to  the white o f  i t -  Here's to  tl-ie vhole o f  i t -
T h rilled  by the s ig h t  o f  i t .  
Who kncws the r ig h t o f  i t  
But f e e ls  the might o f  i t  
Through day and night?  
Wccnanhood's care for i t  
Made rronhood dare tor i t .  
P u rity 's  prayer for i t  

Keeps i t  so  white!

S tars, s tr ip e s  and pole o f  i t ,  
Body and soul o f  i t ,
O, and the r o l l  o f  i t .

Sun shining through;
Hearts in  accord for i t ,
Sv êar by the sv^ord for i t .  
Thanking the Lord for i t ,

Red V^ite and Blue!

by John Daly

Back to the Ardennes This Year?
Galaxy Tours  will plan another  s u p e r b  tour to 
the  A r d e n n e s  area September  8 -  17 if  enough  
i n t e r e s t  is  shown by  VBOB members and fr ie nds  
T h o se  i n t e r e s t e d  are urg ed  to write or call  
GALAXY TOURS,  P .O .  Box 326, King of  
P r u s s i a ,  PA 19406 as soon as poss ib le  or call 
1-800-523-7287 (in P e n n s y lv a n i a ,  call (215) 
2 6 5 -27 78) ,  ATTN: Bernard  L. Larkin,  Vice  
Pres ident*  Galaxy To u rs .

VBOB Officers & Staff for 1985
ROBERT J.  VanHOUTEN, Pres ident

16th Field Art i l lery Observation  Battalion 
WM. T. GREENVILLE, Exec .  Vice Pres .

86th Chemical Mortar Battalion 
WM. A. SIMPKINS, Vice P r e s ,  for

Regional  Coordinat ion,  XIX TAC, 9th AF 
EUGENE G. DROUILLARD, Vice Pre s ,  for  

Military Affairs ,  75th In fan try .
WM. K. HEMPHILL, T r e a s u r e r  

3rd Armored Division  
HERBERT T. TOSCANO, Vice Pres ,  for  

Membership,  9th AF, 432-321 F . C .  S q d n s .  
DOROTHY M. DAVIS,  Rec ord ing  Sec r et ar y  

Army N u r s e ,  57th Field Hospital  
R. L. LEMMON, Editor,  THE BULGE BUGLE, 

Third U. S .  Army En gin eers  
ELTURINO L. LOIACONO, A s s t .  Editor,

10th Armored Division  
PFTER G. DOUNIS,  A ss t .  Editor,

75th I n fa ntr y  Division  
ANN K. GRAY,  Staff  T yp is t

1 0 X
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F r ee d o m  a n d  F r i e n d s h i p  H i g h l i g h t  R e t u r n  o f  V e t e r a n s  to  B a t t le  of  Bu lge  Are a

DATE PLACE EVENT SPEECH WREATH
LAYING

PLAQUE
PRESENTATION

SERMON PRAYER

9 / 2 7 / 8 4 S t .  V i t h  
B e lg i um

Chur ch
S e r v i c e

George
Hal l

S t .  V i t h Wr ea t h Cl yd e Jo hn Geor ge
B e lg i um Layi  ng Boden G a t e n s Hal l
S t .  V i t h , Ma yora l C l y de Cl yde
B e lg iu m R e c e p t i o n Boden Boden

9 / 2 8 / 8 4 Henr i  
C h a p e l l e  
M i l . Cam.

Wr ea t h  
Layi  ng

Cl yd e
Boden

George
Ha l l

Camp El s e n - CAM Cl yde Cl yde
b o r n ,  B e l g . R e c e p t i o n Boden Boden

9 / 2 9 / 8 4 L i e g e , 
Be l g iu m

Ma yora l
R e c e p t i o n

Chuck
B a r n e s

B i l l
Hemphi11

Ma l me dy , Ma yora l Geor ge Kipp
Be l g iu m R e c e p t i  on Ha l l DeAngel i  s
V i s e , B u r g o - C l y de Dan
B e l g i  urn mei s t e r Boden Br i  ngman
M a r c h e , Ma yora l Cl yd e Nick
B e l g i  um R e c e p t i  on Boden Bourdoux
L i e g e , CRIBA Cl yd e F r a n c e s
B e l g i um Di n n e r Boden D o h e r t y

9 / 3 0 / 8 4 L i e g e ,
B e lg i um

C hur ch
S e r v i c e

George
Hal l

George
Hal l

C l e r v a u x , Wr ea t h C. Boden George
Luxembourg Layi  ng K. D e A n g e l i s Hal 1
C l e r v a u x , Ma yora l H u b e r t Bob VanHouten
Luxembourg R e c e p t i o n Roger Ed B r e d b e n n e r
V i a n d e n , Me mor i a l Chuck B i l l  Hemp hi l l
Luxembourg Dedi  c a t i o n B a r n e s Al ex  Re imer
V i a n d e n , M a y o r a 1 Dur uLhy
Luxembourg R e c e p t i o n Davi  s

1 0 / 1 / 8 4 Hamm Mi 1 i -  
t a r y  Cem.

Wr e a t h  
Layi  ng

E a r l e
H a r t

George
Hal l

Luxembourg Red C r o s s D o r o t h y B i l l  Hemphi l l
C i t y ,  Lux. R e c e p t i  on D a v i s Alex  Re imer
Luxembourg Ma yora l Chuck Ed
C i t y ,  Lux. R e c e p t i o n B a r n e s B r e d b e n n e r
Luxembourg CEBA Cl yd e Kipp
C i t y ,  Lux. Di n n e r Boden DeAngel i  s

1 0 / 2 / 8 4 M a r d a s s o n
Monument ,
B a s t o g n e ,
B e l g i um

Wr ea t h  
Layi  ng

Chas  & P a u l i n e  
H u n s i n g e r  and  
Monroe & J e s s i e  
Dunn

Geor ge
Ha l l

B a s t o g n e , Ma yora l Cl yd e Bob VanHouten
B e l g i  um R e c e p t i  on Boden

1 0 / 3 / 8 4 B r u s s e l s ,  
B e l g i  um

Red C r o s s  
R e c e p t i o n

D o r o t h y
D a v i s

Bob & B e v e r l y  
VanHouten

B r u s s e l s , F a r e w e l 1 Hal Ryder , Chuck B a r n e s Geor ge
B e l g i  um Di n n e r Cl y d e  Bod- Ha l l

e n ,  J a c q u e s  
Gara i ' n  and  

many o t h e r s

IS



Sentimental Toumcv "SHOP TALK,"  P u b .  R e l .  D e p t . ,  
The  W a s h i n g t o n  P o s t ,  1 1 / 8 4

Annid the harsh  fire of World W ar II, through the  cold and 
snow  of a  Belgian winter, a teen ag er in U.S. Army c lo thes 
forged a friendship with a family in Viviers, in the  A rdennes 
region of the  oountry. After American forces in the  B attle of 
th e  B ulge p u s h e d  H itle r 's  a rm ie s  b ack  to w a rd  d e fe a t , 
GEORGE CHEKAN m oved onw ard and lost touch with young 
Marcel Hansoulle, his p a ren ts  and siblings. Forty years  later, 
he returned to  s e e  the  now -peaceful terrain, to  rem em ber the  
com rades w ho had died, and to  look for his long-lost friend.

GEORGE CHEKAN in Germany during the war.

C hekan w as  “ju s t a kid,” during th e  fam ous battle, which 
involved over 600,000 American troops in Belgium and  north 
w estern  Luxem txjurg. The G erm an high com m and had  hoped  
th a t by confounding the  Allies on the  W estern  front, G erm an 
forces could ad v an ce  in their cam paign against R ussia. The 
battle  began on D ecem ber 16, 1944, and  continued until J a n u 
ary 28, 1945. It w a s  crucial to  the  Allied victory in World W ar
II.

Though C hekan lost track  of the  H ansoulle family, he never 
gave up the hope of finding them  again. This sum m er, while in 
the  d en tis t 's  chair, C hekan learned of a national g roup  b a sed  
in Arlington called the  V eterans of the B attle of the  Bulge. 
C hekan, an active m em ber of local VFW and American Legion 
chap te rs, decided to  join. W hen he learned th a t they w ere 
having a Sentim ental Journey  over to  the  battle lands this fall, 
he decided to  go.

Along with 200 o th er A m ericans, C hekan visited Belgium 
and Luxem bourg to  m ark the  b a ttle 's  fortieth anniversary. 
American v e te rans w ere trea ted  a s  honored  g u e s ts  by m ayors 
and officials of both  countries. On their first full day, they w ere 
taken  in a p rocession  through Saint-Vith, a tow n d estroyed  
during the w ar and rebuilt through M arshall Plan funds. They 
w ere e sco rted  through s tre e ts  by the  Belgian Army drum and 
bugle corps. They visited the  Hamm military cem etery  in 
Luxembourg, w here re s t the  rem ains of 5 ,000 American so l
diers, including G eneral Patton .

O ther visits w ere to  a memorial of the  106th Infantry, to  
which C hekan belonged; the  field of the  M almedy m assac re , 
w here G erm ans lined up unarm ed American so ld iers and 
annihilated fhem with m achine gun fire; and  to  Vianden. 
There, the American v e te rans w ere honored in a cerem ony 
th a t involved the m ayor of Luxem bourg City, the  Luxem bourg 
minister of arm ed forces, and the  U .S. A m bassador, John  
Dolibois. The v e te ran s  w ere g ree ted  by schoolchildren bearing 
flowers, and a  p icture and article ap p ea red  in the  Luxem bourg 
Post.

The outpouring of g ra titude  w as  touching, but m ost m em o
rable to  C hekan w as  the  sto ry  of personal friendship revived. 
C hekan had kep t p ic tu res and m em ories of the  H ansoulles

since the  w ar. B efore he w en t on his trip, he w ro te  to  the  old 
a d d re ss . But he heard  nothing.

W hen he go t to  his hotel in Belgium, how ever, he found a 
letter from th e  widow of J e a n , th e  o ldes t son . B oth p a ren ts  
w ere  a lso  dead , the  sister-in-law  said, and  sh e  had  no idea 
w here  M arcel and  his s is te r  Milou might be.

T hough C hekan  w as  very d iscou raged , he co n cen tra ted  on 
enjoying his trip. T he nex t night, he and  his room m ate  w ere 
s e a te d  in a  cafe, listening to  a  p ianist w ho w as  playing 
Am erican tunes . A w om an leaving s to p p ed  a t his tatjie and 
a sk ed  if he w as  Am erican. Her nam e  w as  M arcella A nderson, 
and  sh e  w as  a  native of Belgium w ho now  lived in New Je rse y  
bu t visited her hom eland often . C hekan  talked with her and 
her husband , and  explained his sea rch  for th e  H ansoulles. 
M arcella w a s  sym pathetic , and  ag reed  to  visit th e  police 
s ta tion  the  nex t day, while C hekan  w as tied up with his 
touring schedule.

W hen he retu rned  to  his hotel th e  nex t evening, he received 
a  m e ssa g e  th a t M arcella had  good  new s. A few m inutes later, 
sh e  w alked into the  lobby. J u s t  biehind her w a s  H ansoulle, 
w ho w a s  im m ediately recognized  by his old friend. It w as  an 
em otional m om ent for C h ek an — rekindling a friendship s ta rted  
by tw o te e n a g e rs  40 y ea rs  before, a s  th e  world w a s  spilling 
blood all around  them . He repo rted  th a t “everyone had  a  te a r  
in th e  eye."

M arcel and  Milou had  fallen ou t of touch  after a  family 
quarrel m ore than  a  d ecad e  ago . But C h ek an ’s  desire  to  s e e  
her reached  M arcel, also . They w ere ab le  to  locate  Milou in 
B russe ls, and  enjoyed an o th e r happy  reunion.
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Marcel Hansoulle and Chekan at the Manneken Pis in Brussels.

C hekan  called his Sen tim en ta l Jou rney  “o n e  of th e  high
lights of my life." He ap p rec ia ted  th e  g ra titude  of E u ropeans, 
old and  young, w ho, d e c a d e s  a fte r th e  w ar, th an k ed  the  
sold ier for their litjeration. “T hey still think of you a s  a  savior," 
he said . M ore th an  anything, though , he will rem em ber th a t he 
w a s  ab le  to  resu rrec t a  friendship.



V i O B  AND lOith 
LINK UP

Members of th e  106th I n f a n t r y  Division Association,  en route  
from a visi t  to the  Soviet  Union, and members of the  Ve.terans 
of the  Bat t le of the  Bulge,  beg inn ing  a to u r  of the  bat tlefield 
a r e a s ,  joined r e s id e n t s  of St .  Vith,  Belgium, in a colorful and 
memorable commemorative c h u r c h  ser vice  on September  27.
The par ish  p r i e s t  opened the  service  in the  huge ce n tu r i e s -o ld  
c h u r c h ,  a sermon was del ivered by Rev.  George Hall, VBOB 
Chapla in ,  and  Rev.  Ronald Moseley of the  106th closed with a 
p r a y e r .

T h en ,  with f lags  f ly ing ,  a process ion of seve ra l  h u n d r e d ,  led 
by a Belgian drum and bu g le  c o rps  and v e t e r a n s  bea r i ng  the 
106th b a n n e r  and w re a th s ,  marched to the  division memorial.
Jim Wells and  Clyde Boden spoke;  Doug Coffey and John 
Gatens  placed w re a th s .

A
THOUiAND
STORIES

The untold  legions of v e t e r a n s  who r e t u r n e d  to the  Ardenn es  
on the  40th a n n i v e r s a r y  of the  Battle of the  Bulge have been 
reminded of h ap p y  and sad exp e r i en ce s .
While t h ese  a r e  st ill  f r e sh  in you r  minds,  you a re  encou rage d  
to send ac coun t s  of y o u r  expe r i ences  for  considera t ion for p u b 
l ication in THE BULGE BUGLE. Send them to Bob Lemmon, 
Edi tor ,  1247 Sycamore Drive,  J en i son ,  MI 49428, who will 
ex e rc i se  judicious  edi torial  judgment  in us ing them.  In any 
case ,  all will reach the  VBOB Museum and Library  at  Fort  
Meade,  Maryland,  to form a n o t h e r  port ion  of f i r s t - p e r s o n  
ac co un t s  of th a t  g r e a t  ba t t l e .

CAN'T FIND A BUDDY? R e ad e r s  a r e  caut ioned  to d i s r e g a rd  the  gu idan ce  publ ished  on
th is  subjec t  on page 15 of o u r  September  1984 edi t ion .  An i n 
q u i ry  fo r w ard ed  as  « u g g es t ed  has  been r e f u s e d .  The item
uri g ina leu  in tlit; Bulletin Board coluiTiii of "Off Duty/Ai  
March 84 . " Sorry, . . .Ed,

Q 0  0  F E D I !

"In Phi l adelphia ,  John D. ' Ja ck '  Kearney received two special  
r e cogn i t ions  from the  Disabled American Ve te rans  — a National 
and a Sta te  Commander ' s  ci tat ion — for  his devot ion to the 
cause  of d isabled v e t e r a n s "  say s  Office of Personne l  Manage
ment ' s  per iodical  Spot l ight  in its Summer 1984 edit ion .  Jack is 
a VBOB C h a r t e r  Member and Regional Ve te rans  Federal  
Employment R e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  _______________________

We b o u g h t  too many 1985 VBOB ca le nda rs !  If you want one 
we will be glad to GIVE ONE TO YOU FREE, 1985 ca le ndar s  
a r e  usab le  only d u r i n g  1985. PLEASE HELl’ - we need the  
s tor ag e ro om.  Of co u r s e  we will accep t  donat ions  if you want 
to help d e f r a y  the  co s t .  Offer good only as  long as the  
c u r r e n t  s u p p ly  l a s t s . ______________________. . . T r e a s u r e r

MIMORABILIA Alexandr ia  Riemer,  g r a n d - d a u g h t e r  of o u r  t r e a s u r e r ,  made an 
o u t s t a n d i n g  co n t r ib u t io n  to VBOB d u r i n g  o u r  t r ip  to the  
Belg ium/Luxe mbou rg  bat t l ef ie ld s .  Using h e r  knowledge of 
retai l  sel ling and h e r  p e r s u a s i v e  per son al i ty  she  "made avail 
able" o v e r  $600 of p a t c h e s ,  lapel p ins ,  t ies and decals .  Alex 
also took many p i c t u r e s  which were on di splay  at the  November 
meet ing and "saw a f t e r "  h e r  g r a n d f a t h e r .  . . .Wm. R. Hemphill
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Central N.Y. Chapter Celebrates Veterans Day

Above,  on l e f t ,  Herb Toscano w i t h  Frank Ba rone ,  C.N.Y.  
Ch a p l a i n .  Below,  "Big"  Edward Waldron,  C.N.Y.  S g t .  a t  
Arms.

Above,  p a r a de  v e h i c l e  b a n n e r .  Below,  f rom l e f t ,  Mar
i u s  M a g n a r e l l i ,  Commander P . O. W' s ,  w i t h  Dominick 
Creno and Herb Toscano.

Herb Toscano,  Execut ive  Vice P re s iden t  of o u r  Cen t ra l  New York C h a p t e r ,  r e p o r t s  th a t  
the  C hap te r  pa r t i c ipa te d  in Ve te rans  Day Pa ra d e  in New York Sta te  on November 10th.
Herb says  "7" was t h e i r  lucky number  — seven vehic les  with V B 0 3  p o s t e r s  d i sp layed 
and seven men in the  Color Gua rd .
The C h ap te r ' s  involvement  was a " t r em endous  su c c e s s "  and Herb bel ieves  t h a t ,  as  a 
newly formed organizat ion c h a r t e r e d  las t  May, it can "walk tall with a high d e g r e e  of 
sat i sfac t ion as  par t i c ipan ts"  in the  1984 V e te ra ns  Day P a rad e .
Some of the  C h a p te r ' s  members whom Herb calls "some of the  n ices t  people  th i s  s ide of 
the  Ardenn es"  a re  shown in the  photos abo ve .
The Centra l  New York C h a p te r  of VBOB is h e a d q u a r t e r e d  in S y r a c u s e ,  N.Y.  Its 
p re s id e n t ,  Thomas Donigan,  has  been q u i t e  ill, b u t  is home from the  hospi ta l  now.

18



THl BULGE lUQLI E D S T O R S
Q
U
A
n

It is p lanned  to publ ish  THE BULGE 
BUGLE in J a n u a r y ,  May and  Septem
b e r  r a t h e r  t han  only twice a y ea r  
with q u a r t e r l y  publ ica t ion s  as  soon 
as  p ra c t i c ab l e .
DIABLINIS for  submiss ion of 
mater ia l  fo r  publ ica t ion in THE 
BULGE BUGLE a re  the  7th of Dec
em ber ,  April  and A u g u s t  to R. L.
Lemmon, EDitor,  1247 Sycamore Drive ,  
J e n i s o n ,  MI 49428.
SAM SILVERMAN, VBOB P h o to g r a p h e r  is 
commended for  his s u p e r b  co v e rag e  of the  
Genera l  Membership Meeting in November .
It was a t r em endous  t as k  choosing from his 
150 ph otos  those  which a p p e a r  in th i s  
e d i t i o n .
1 look fo rward to a n o t h e r  y e a r  working 
with As s t .  Edi to rs  Pete Dounis and Lucky 
Loiacono wi thout  whose technica l  e x p e r t i s e  
th is  p a p e r  would be f a r  less e x p r e s s i v e .

VISIT TO GRANDMENIL & MARCOURAY
D uri ng  the  th i rd  day  of the  t o u r  to the  
A rd e n n es  o u r  Belgian f r i e n d s  p ro v ided  
t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  c a r s  to t ake  us to individua l  
p laces  of i n t e r e s t .  T h re e  T h i rd  Armored 
Division v e t e r a n s  (Joe Moore, 83rd Recon 
Bn;  Cha r le s  Warren,  32nd Armd.  Reg t .  
and Bill Hemphill ,  36th Armd.  Inf .  Kegt)  
t ra v e l ed  to Grandmeni l  where  LTC R i c h a r d 
son lost  his las t  two t a n k s .  We met with 
John B. Wong, ,  R02397,  fo rmer  CO of the  
company of th e  238th En g in ee r  Combat Bn.  
which laid a mine field in f r o n t  of G r a n d 
menil.  When R ic h a r d s o n ' s  command tank  
was se t  a f i r e .  Capta in  Wong's company 
r e s c u e d  the  cr ew .  The Belgian family,  
whose home was b u r n e d  in th e  f i g h t in g ,  
was also p r e s e n t  a t  the  r e u n io n .  Wong has  
a copy of Life magazine which co nta ins  an 
ob l ique  photo  of the  a r ea  v i s i te d .  The  five 
German t a n k s  immobilized in the  mine field,  
R i c h a r d s o n ' s  b u r n e d - o u t  tank and th e  shel l  
of th e  home were in the  p i c t u r e .
Joe Moore was an aid man with TF Hogan 
and  was one of the  400 who walked out  
t h r u  German l ines  s u r r o u n d i n g  Marcouray .  
Joe showed us  the  place whe re  th ey  b u r ied  
s upp l i e s  in the  snow to hide them from the  
Ge rm ans .  A Belgian showed us the  c h u r c h  
w here  s e v e r a l  r e s i s t a n c e  f i g h t e r s  were 
e x e c u t e d .  . . .Wm . R.  Hemphill

s c  i ; n k  a t  i o y . n e a r  b a s t o g n k , i n

J A N U A R Y  1945 A N D  I N J U L Y  1 9 8 2 .
( C o u r t e s y  o f  C . A . M . )

n nla p s
RADECKI, Henry M., 557th AAA AW 
Bn,  84th Inf .  D i v . — 11/9/84.
STEEL,  C. Denby,  Raytown,  Mo.,  age 
75, 90th Inf .  Div. — 10/22/84.
BURNS,  LeRoy,  POW, Morrisvil le,  PA, 
99th Inf .  Div. — 11/6/84.
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V E Q B  H I S T O R Y  P R Q J I C T  G Q N T I N U l i

The VBOB His tory  Projec t  con t inues  apace .  
More ora l  h i s to r i es  were r e co rd e d  a t  th e  
November 9-11, 1984 Genera l  Membership 
Meeting.  Since th i s  u n d o u b te d ly  shal l  be 
one of VBOB's p r inc ipa l  legacies ,  th e  VBOB 
His tory  Donation form should  accompany all 
oral  o r  w ri t t en  ac co u n t s  of World War 11 
e x p e r i e n c e s ,  docum en ts ,  p h o t o g r a p h s ,  and 
o t h e r  mater ia l  dona ted  to VBOB and  also 
l a r g e r  i tems sen t  d i r ec t ly  to For t  Meade 
fo r  o u r  museum.
Based on e x p e r i en ce  to d a t e ,  some words  
of caution a r e  in o r d e r .  Inc lude name, 
a d d r e s s ,  and  o t h e r  iden t i fy ing  dat a  in 
the  account  o r  on the  mater ia l ,  s ince  the  
form is only an i n t e rn a l  m a t te r .  Please 
re f r a in  from s en d in g  the  form un les s  in 
fac t  t h e r e  is  a donat ion .  Also, b r i e f  r e 
marks  on the  form i t s e l f  ( e . g . ,  t h a t  one  is 
the  re c ip ien t  of a medal wi thout  more) a r e  
not he lp fu l .  Finally,  the  donat ion of an 
account  to the  VBOB does  not d e p r iv e  the  
do nor  of an y  legal  r i g h t s  to his s t o r y ;  it 
merely p r o t e c t s  the  VBOB (o r  t r a n s f e r e e )  
to the  use  of th e  same.  . . . J .  L a n g b a r t

THE BATTLE OF THE ARDENNES 
December  16, 1944

Ti U ^ ^ -T + U  ̂ IS ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^
o i i i i i i c o o  K jL  t i i c  r v i u c i i i i c r o

Was b ro k e n  on th is  d ay ,
When Hi tler  la unched  his last  g r e a t  d r iv e  
And s e n t  it on i t s  way.
Momentous ba t t l e s  t h a t  en su e d  
Where b r a v e  men g av e  t h e i r  all.
S u rv iv in g  v e t e r a n s  of the  Bulge 
I t s  f u r y  st ill  recal l .

The names of towns unkno wn  befo re  
Now came in to  th e  l ight .
Like Wiltz, Saint  Vith and  th en  Bastogne 
Tha t  b r o k e  the  German might.
At Celles the  d y in g  ef for t  
Of once  g r e a t  German might.
Was hal ted  an d  t h e i r  Antwerp goal 
No lo n g e r  was in s ig h t .

In Belgium and  in L uxem bo urg  
The rows of m ark e r s  white,
Bear  names of men who in th e  Bulge 
Gave all fo r  f r eedom 's  l ight .

. . . Harold F . Mohn

MARYLAND-D.C. CHAPTER

From l e f t ,  f r o n t  r o w : Mrs .  Mimi L a w r e n c e ;  B e n j a mi n  T.  
L a y t o n ,  3496  QM; S y d n e y  J .  L a w r e n c e ,  134 AAA; C a r l  F.  
U n g e r ,  8 0 t h  I n f .  D i v ;  A r n o l d  M. S n y d e r ,  7 4 0 t h  Tank Bn;  
P e t e r  G. D o u n i s ,  7 5 t h  I n f .  D i v ;  M s . P h y l l i s  W. Whe t ze l  .

Back r u w : A r t h u r  G o rd on ,  9 9 t h  I n f .  D i v ;  C l a r e n c e  0 .  
L y a l l ,  1 0 1 s t  Abn.  D i v ;  De me t r i  P a r i s ,  9 t h  Armd.  D i v ;  
Wm. A. S i m p k i n s ,  9 t h  TAC; and  Ne i l  B. Thompson ,  7 4 0 t h  
Tank Bn.  NOT PRESFNT : Sam S i l v e r m a n ,  1 0 t h  Armd.  Di v .  

a n d  W r i g h t  C.  R o b i n s o n ,  1 s t  I n f .  Di v .

CEBA Memorial Dedicated at Vianden

A fter years o f  planning, a flag-decked nemorial was 
dedicated on Septnber 30th a t Vianden, Luxaxbourg, by 
representatives o f  the Gercle d'Etudes sur la  Bat- 
a i l l e  des Ardennes.

Hundreds o f  veterans, loca l resid en ts, and CEBA o f f ic 
ia l s  vere each presented with a rose by dozens o f  
school children as they gathered in  a b eautifu l story- 
bDok s e t t in g , ccnplete w ith a rredieval c a s t le  on tlie 
other s id e  o f  the v a lley .

The group was lAelccned by Mayor Rayirond Frisch and, 
a fte r  an address by CEBA President Camille P. Kohn, 
came the unveiling ceremony. Wreaths v«re la id  by a 
nunrber o f  individuals and organizations; the VBffl 
w^reath v/as presented by B i l l  Henphill and h is  grand
daughter, Alex Reiirer.

Speeches w r e  nede by Aimrican Anbassador John E. 
D olib o is, Luxenbourg's  M inister o f  Armed Forces Marc 
Fischbach, and VBCB's Chuck Bames.

The lo ca l band led the group to  the Centre Culturel 
vvJiere a wine o f honor was offered  and Dorothy Davis 
presented a VBCB plaque.

Jean M ilm eister, CEBA s t a f f  norber, and a l l  others
made th is  wonderful cereiroiy and msnorial p ossib le , 

are congratulated. . . .C. Boden
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Central New York Chapter

Wm. A. S im p k in s  ( c e n t e r ) , VBOB V ic e  P r e s i 
d e n t  f o r  R e g io n a l C o o r d in a t io n ,  p r e s e n t s  
t h e  c h a r t e r  t o  Thomas P . D onogan , P r e s id e n t  
o f  th e  C e n tr a l  New York C h a p te r , V e te r a n s  
o f  th e  B a t t l e  o f  th e  B u lg e ,  in  S y r a c u se  a s  
Herb T o sc a n o , I n te r im  P r e s id e n t ,  lo o k s  o n .  
The e v e n t  to o k  p la c e  in  May a t  th e  G en era l  
P u la s k i  A m erican  L e g io n  P o s t  1 6 5 0 .

F ORMER POWs

A new law (PL 97-37) l ibera lizes  the  b e n e 
f i t s program fo r  former  p r i s o n e r s  of war 
held by the  enemy for  as  s h o r t  a time as 
30 d ay s .  The VA is a t t em pt ing  to iden t i fy  
all former  POWs, most of whom have not 
filed for  v e t e r a n s  bene f i t s .  If you have 
q u es t ions ,  contac t  y ou r  n ea re s t  VA office.

F OR T  KNOX,  K E NT U C K Y  ce lebr a t ed  the  
v e t e r an s  of the  Bat tle of the  Bulge in a 
ceremony and sa lu te  on December 21st .

S®EUTIVE C0UN21L
The Constitution provides for 15 Executive Council 
i T E iT b e r s - a t - large with staggered terms (C c«stitu tic«  
A rtic le  X I). Tlie By Laws (A rticle VI) presently pro
vides in i t i a l  e le c t io n  to  be held by June 30, 1985 
(unless the 1985 general nerbership meeting i s  held  
on or prior to  Septenfcer 30, 1985). Noninations are 
to  be made by March 30, 1985 by a p e tit io n  d irected  
to  the Secretary, signed by f iv e  or more VBOB itsrbers 
ncndnating a candidate viiich should s e t  forth  the 
candidate's curriculum v ita  and q u a lifica ticx is.

Note should be Irade that the in i t i a l  e le c t io n  vras con- 
tenplated for June 30, 1983, but there were no nomina
tio n s . In the circumstances, the C onstitution was 
amended in March 1984 to  provide a new in i t ia l  date 
and further that "in the absence or adequacy o f  nomin
ations" for such p osition s provision for the same 
sh a ll t e  deleted  on July 1, 1985.

HAi AN ■■

VA B E N E F I T S

The V e te ran s '  Ass is tance  Se rv ice  of the  
V e te ra ns  Adminis tra t ion  has  a co m p re h e n 
s ive booklet  en t i t led  "A Summary of V e te r 
a n s  Adminis t ra t ion  Benefit s." It  is VA 
Pamphlet  27-82-2,  April  1982, an d  is f r ee  
of c h a r g e  to those  who r e q u e s t  it  from the  
VA Dept ,  of V e te ran s '  Benef i t s ,  810 V e r 
mont A v e . ,  N.W.,  Washington,  D .C .  20420.

49 ¥SA8§ A§§ ¥8§A¥
D E CE MBE R 16,  1944 

T H E  B A T T L E  OF T H E  BULGE

Upon t h a t  g r a y  December day  
In n ineteen  f o r ty  f o u r .
The Germans  la u n ch ed  t h e i r  las t  g r e a t  d r iv e  
To t r y  to win t h e  wa r .
The b i t t e r  ba t t l e s  t h a t  en s u e d  
Where b r a v e  men gave  t h e i r  all.
In t h a t  g r e a t  ba t t l e  of  the  Bulge 
Today we do recal l .
The w re c k ag e  an d  th e  c a r n a g e  
Were e v e r y w h e r e  in s ig h t ;
The w ounded ,  dead and d y in g  
Who now no more would f i g h t .
The names of towns unkno wn bef or e  
Now came in to  t h e  l ight .
Like Wiltz, Saint  Vith and  then  B as togn e 
T ha t  b r o k e  th e  German might.
In Belgium and in Luxembo urg  
The  rows of m a rk e r s  whi te .
Bear  names of men who in th e  Bulge 
Gave all fo r  f r eedom 's  l ight .

. . . Harold F . Mohn

n ative years (VBCB's founding iTEeting took p lace on 
Decorber 16, 1981), the C onstitution  (A rtic le  X III, 
Para. A) sp e c ia lly  authorized the Executive Council to  
amend the C onstitu tion . This authority lapsed on 
Deceirber 16, 1984.

Tlie ma±>ership i s  d irected  to  the procedure \<iiich 
provides (A rtic le  XXII, Para. 3) for 30 days w ritten  
n otice  a fte r  prior study by the Cormittee to  Amend 
the C onstitu tion  and By Laws. There i s  a proposal 
i f  d irected  by the Executive Council and i f  a w rit
ing i s  d irected  to  the Secretary by the P resident, 
a national VBCB o f f ic e r  (e lected  or appointed) or 
chairman o f  a corm ittee, an Executive Council menber- 
a t- la r g e , a chapter, or a meirber i f  supported by 
f iv e  other menbers.

Ito fa c i l i t a t e  and ej^jedite operations during the fo r -
2 2



M C L P t i n  L l ' v ' i i  

R A g f g  P t i P ----------------------
by Ray OIscti 

I t  was b i t t e r  c o l d  b e f o r e  
d a y b r e a k  on J a n u a r y  16,
1 945 .  Under  h ea v y  enemy 
f i r e ,  o u r  f o u r - m a n  l i a i s o n  
t e a m  fr om  H e a d q u a r t e r s  
B a t t e r y  o f  t h e  8 3 r d  Armored 
F i e l d  A r t i l l e r y ,  a b a s t a r d  
b a t t a l i o n  o f  1 0 5 ' s ,  
e n t e r e d  S t e r p i g n y ,  B e lg iu m  
from  t h e  N o r t h .

The b a t t e r e d  tow n ,  l o c a t e d  
on a r o a d  b e t w e e n  H o u f f a l i z e  
and  S t .  V i t h ,  was e n t e r e d  on 
f o o t  by f o r w a r d  e l e m e n t s  t h e  
p r e v i o u s  d a y .  A Task  F o r c e  
o f  t h e  3 r d  Armored D i v i s i o n  
h ad  a l s o  f o u g h t  i t s  way i n t o  
S t e r p i g n y .

The n e a r n e s s  o f  o u r  g u n s  was 
c l e a r l y  e v i d e n t ,  a s  we were  
u s i n g  c h a r g e  o n e .  R a d i o  was 
t h e  o n l y  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  t o  
t h e  r e a r .  Our t e am  p u s h e d  
f o r w a r d ,  s i n c e  many f o r w a r d  
o b s e r v e r  g r o u p s  h ad  b e e n  
chewed u p ,  and t h e r e  w e re  no 
r e p l a c e m e n t s .

N o r m a l l y  o u r  t eam  was a 
l ic^ i cor .  botweer .  F .O .  ' s  and 
t h e  g u n s .  D u r i n g  t h e  B u l g e ,  
a b n o r m a l  was n o r m a l .  Con
s e q u e n t l y ,  o u r  te am  f o u n d  
i t s e l f  i n  a town p r e d o m i n 
a n t l y  o c c u p i e d  by German 
i n f a n t r y  a n d  t a n k s  w i t h  
s t r o n g  a r t i l l e r y  s u p p o r t .  
T i g e r  t a n k s ,  u s u a l l y  o p en  
c o u n t r y  w e ap o n s ,  p e r i o d i 
c a l l y  roamed t h r o u g h  t h e  
to w n ,  b l a s t i n g  a n y t h i n g  f o r 
e i g n  or m o v in g .  Some 75 ituT. 
s h e l l s  f rom A m er ic an  t a n k s  
b o u n c e d  o f f  t h e  T i g e r s  w i t h  
l i t t l e  o r  no damage .

F i n a l l y ,  a tank '  was p l a c e d  
b e t w e e n  two b u i l d i n g s .  The 
75mm gun was l o a d e d  and 
a im ed  p o i n t  b l a n k  a few 
f e e t  f rom a T i g e r ' s  p a t h  i n  
t h e  r o a d .  When t h e  T i g e r  
was a b r e a s t ,  t h e  75mm s h e l l  
was d i s c h a r g e d .  The s h e l l

t o r e  a g a p i n g  h o l e  i n  t h e  
s i d e  o f  t h e  t a n k .  The T i g e r  
g a s p e d  and t h e n  e x p l o d e d  
v i o l e n t l y .  The r u b b l e  o f  
s c r a p  s t e e l  t e m p o r a r i l y  
fo rmed a welcomed r o a d  b l o c k .

The J e r r i e s  a l s o  o c c u p i e d  o r  
c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  h i g h  g r o u n d .  
T h i s  was a m a s s i v e ,  s t e e p  and 
t h i c k  r a n g e  o f  d e e p  snow- 
c o v e r e d  f o r e s t s  o v e r l o o k i n g  
S t e r p i g n y .  German a r t i l l e r y  
was p i n p o i n t i n g  i t s  f i r e  on 
a l l  a r e a s  o c c u p i e d  by u s ,  
w h i l e  t h e  J e r r i e s  p u s h e d  i n  
s t r e n g t h  f rom t h e  e a s t .

I n  an  a t t e m p t  t o  t u r n  t h e  
a d v a n t a g e ,  we d i r e c t e d  105mm 
f i r e  on a l l  p r o b a b l e  h i g h  
German o b s e r v a t i o n  p o s t s  and 
t h e  J e r r y  a t t a c k  f o r c e s .  
D e la y e d  f u s e s  we re  u s e d  t o  
p e n e t r a t e  and  p h o s p h o r u s  
s h e l l s  t o  l i g h t  up o r  b u r n ,  
i n  a s h o r t  t i m e  , t h e  b a t 
t a l i o n  had f i r e d  some 1100 
r o u n d s  o f  ammo. N o t h i n g  was 
w o r k i n g  e f f e c t i v e l y .  The 
J e r r i e s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  pound  
o u r  h o l d i n g s  w i t h  m o r t a r s  and 
8 8 ' s .  The a r t i l l e r y  b a t t l e  
c o n t i n u e d  i n t o  J a n u a r y  17,
1945.  The G erm an s ,  l o o k i n g  
down o u r  t h r o a t s  f rom  t n e  
h i g h  g r o u n d ,  w e re  t r y i n g  t o  
a n n i h i l a t e  u s .  We w e re  d e s 
p e r a t e l y  t r y i n g  t o  s u r v i v e ,  
d e s t r o y  J e r r y  O . P . ' s  and  
s t o p  t h e  f i e r c e  g r o u n d  
f o r c e s .

L a t e  on J a n u a r y  17,  we were  
down t o  one  w o r k i n g  r a d i o  
t o  o u r  1 0 5 ' s .  T h a t  r a d i o  
s u d d e n l y  f a i l e d .  At t h a t  
t i m e ,  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  was 
b e i n g  d i r e c t e d  f rom  b e h i n d  a 
b u r n e d  o u t  t a n k . We 
h u r r i e d l y  c a r r i e d  t h e  r a d i o  
i n t o  t h e  h a l l w a y  o f  a s t a n d 
i n g  b u i l d i n g .  As we were  
a t t e m p t i n g  t o  r e p a i r  o u r  
o n l y  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  a J e r r y  
88 s h e l l  f o u n d  i t s  t a r g e t .
The s h e l l  e x p l o d e d  i n  t h e  
doorway a b o u t  s i x  f e e t  away.  
The r a d i o ,  s i t t i n g  on a 
t a b l e ,  p a r t i a l l y  p r o t e c t e d

me, b u t  t h e  b l a s t  and d 
b low r e n d e r e d  me u n c o n s c i o u s .

I woke up i n  a f i e l d  h o s p i 
t a l  t h e  n e x t  day w i t h  a 
c h a p l a i n  l e a n i n g  o v e r  me 
s a y i n g ,  "You a r e  n o t  g o i n g  
t o  d i e . "  T h e r e  were  many 
c a s u a l t i e s  from t h e  one 88 
s h e l l .  My r a d i o  buddy was 
s e r i o u s l y  wounded,  a m a j o r  
s t a n d i n g  b e h i n d  me had b o t h  
l e g s  b lown o f f  and t h e  
r a d i o  t h a t  had p r o t e c t e d  me 
f rom s u r e  d e a t h  was d e m o l 
i s h e d .  None o f  t h e  wounded 
t h a t  s u r v i v e d  would  e v e r  
r e t u r n  t o  co m ba t .

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  d e a d  and 
wounded were  e v a c u a t e d  from 
S t e r p i g n y ,  t ' l e  Germans  t o o k  
c o n t r o l .  Hard ,  b l o o d y ,  
r u t h l e s s  and d e s t r u c t i v e  
f i g h t i n g  had r a g e d  c o n t i n u 
o u s l y  f o r  t h r e e  d a y s .  On 
J a n u a r y  17,  t h e  Germans  
d e c i s i v e l y  won t h e  b a t t l e  
f o r  S t e r p i g n y .  The J e r r i e s  
t h e r e b y  k e p t  open  a r o a d  f o r  
t h e i r  com rades  r e t r e a t i n g  
f rom t h e  B u lg e .

The Veterans  
of Liie
Battle of the 
Bulge
organization  
is your organi
zation and it 
is therefore  
essentia l  and 
very
important  
that everyone  
feels  free to 
let their  
pres ident and 
other officers  
of the 
Executive  
Committee 
know how we 
can maintain 
and fulfill our  
goals and 
objectives
. . . R . J . VanHouten
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