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GENERAL
MEMBERSHIP
MEETING
Joseph A. Cavanaugh, Chairman of VBOB 
Committee on Facility Arrangements ,  to­
ge the r  with Committee Members E. L. 
(Lucky) Loiacono and William Simpkins, 
announced that  the General Membership 
Meeting of the Veterans of the Battle of 
the Bulge will be held on December 13, 14 
and 15 at the Sheraton Crysta l  City Hotel 
in Arl ington,  Virginia.  This recent ly-  
built hotel is convenient ly located near 
Washington, D . C . ,  a shor t  d is tance by 
Metro, and very  near the whole metropol­
itan Washington area .

Arrangement  with the management of the 
Sheraton has been made for  a special 
price for rooms at $55 per  n ight ,  single 
or double.  The hotel management has 
shown considerable in tere s t  and coopera­
tion for  host ing our  meeting.
The Program Committee is al ready formula­
ting a ser ies of activit ies which include a 
reception and regis t rat ion on December 13, 
committee and business  sessions ,  social 
hour s ,  films, d inner  thea t r e ,  a memorial 
ceremony at Arlington Cemetery,  and a 
d is t inguished speaker  at the evening 
banquet  on December 15th.
Although not finalized,  an at tempt is being 
made to obtain special air fare ra tes  to 
facilitate maximum meeting a t tendance.
The Shera ton Crystal  City Hotel has 
agreed to furn ish  f ree t r an sp o r t  service 
from National Airport  in Washington, D.C.
Not only will a t t endance at the meeting 
provide a memorable exper ience to meet 
and to exchange encounters  with o ther s

Presidential Give&Take

I
Robert  J .  VanHouten,  VBOB Pres iden t ,  
left ,  p re sen t s  mementos to Clyde D. 
Boden, immediate Past  Pres ident .

^ h e  U n h ^ o w n  S o ld ie r
He sleeps unknown to all but One 
High on this rolling hill,
In this most hallowed resting place 
So peaceful and so still.
We do not know from  whence he came, 
Who were his loved ones dear;
We only know he gave his life 
And lies in glory here.
He is enshrined vnthin our hearts 
And world wide in his fame,
But only God alone can tell 
The Uriknown Soldier’s name.

Har/old F. Mohn

engaged in the  Battle of the Bulge,  bu t  
also an op por tuni ty  to visit again or  for 
the f i rs t  time, what often has been called 
the most important  city in the world.
Additional details on the  meeting will be 
publicized in our  September edit ion.



VBOB Officers and Staff
THE BULGE BUGLE is the  official p u b l i ­
ca tion of V e te ra n s  of th e  Bat t le  of the  
Bulge .  It is i s s u e d  t h r e e  t imes y e a r ly .
ROBERT J VanHOUTEN, P re s id en t

16th Field Ar t i l le ry  O bse rva t ion  Bat tal ion 
WM. T.  GREENVILLE, Exec.  Vice P re s id e n t  

86th Chemical Mortar  Bat tal ion 
WM. A. SIMPKINS, Vice P r e s id e n t  for  

Regional  Coord inat ion ,  XIX TAC,  9th AF 
EUGENE G. DROUILLARD, Vice P r e s id e n t  

fo r  Military Affa i rs ,  75th I n f a n t r y  
Wm. R. HEMPHILL, T r e a s u r e r ,  3rd 

Armored Division 
HERBERT T.  TOSCANO, Vice P r e s ,  for  

Member sh ip ,  9th AF, 432-321 F . C .  S q d n s .  
DOROTHY M. DAVIS, Record in g  S e c r e t a ry -  

Army N u r s e ,  57th Field Hospital  
R. L. LEMMON, Edi to r ,  THE BULGE BUGLE 

j  T h i r d  U .S .  Army E n g in ee r s  
'ELTURINO L. LOIACONO, As s t .  Ed i tor ,

10th Armored Division 
PETER G. DOUNIS, A ss t .  Ed i to r .  75th 

I n f a n t r y  Division 
ANN K. GRAY, Sta ff  T y p i s t  
TOM GILLIS,  C o r r e s p o n d in g  S e c r e t a r y ,

4th Armored Division CCR

OUR OBJECTIVES ARE:
* To f o s t e r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p e a c e  

and qood  w i l l .
* To p ro m o te  f r i e n d s h i p .
* To p e r p e t u a t e  th e  memory o f  th e  

s a c r i f i c e s  in v o l v e d .
* To p r e s e r v e  h i s t o r i c a l  d a ta  

and s i t e s .L

VBOB members pose  a f t e r  E x e c u t i v e  Commit tee m ee t i ng  
a t  F o r t  Myer,  V a . ,  F e b r u a r y  1 6 t h .  S e a t e d ,  f rom l e f t ,  
Bob VanHouten,  Doro thy  D a v i s ,  P e t e  Do u ni s ,  and Gene 
D r o u i l l a r d .  S t a n d i n g  a r e  B i l l  H e mp h i l l ,  Clyde 
Boden,  Helen B e r r y ,  Ben Layton and B i l l  S i mp k in s .

READING MATERIAL FOR VA HOSPITALS
Ever y  VA hospi ta l  has  a c i r cu la t in g  l i b r a r y  
th a t  makes copies of books  available  to i n ­
p a t i e n t s .  U n fo r tu n a t e ly ,  th e  mater ial  
available is of ten  qui t e  dat ed  and  of 
que s t ionab le  i n t e r e s t .
With t h a t  t h o u g h t  in mind,  1 s u g g e s t  t h a t  
we co n s id e r  p u r c h a s i n g  some books  fo r  the  
VA hosp i ta ls  t h a t  will be of i n t e r e s t  to the  
p a t i en t s  and  th a t  will also be of an i n f o r ­
mative n a t u r e .  R a t h e r  th an  se lec t  books  
at  random on s u b jec t  m a t t e r ,  it  would be a 
wor thwhi le  proj ec t  to c o n s id e r  material  on 
the  Bat t le of th e  Bulge - the  A rd e n n es  
C am p a ig n .
Available mater ia l  r a n g e s  from the  scho la r ly  
ap p r o ach  to the  p ictor ia l  d i s p l a y - t y p e  
p u b l i c a t i o n s .
In d e ed ,  t h e r e  is a wide r a n g e  of mater ial  
available and  I a sk  o u r  VBOB members to 
g ive  se r io us  cons ider a t ion  to making co n ­
t r i b u t io n s  toward th e  goal of s u p p l y i n g  
books  to o u r  VA ho sp i t a ls  on the  su b jec t  
close to o u r  own e x p e r i e n c e s  -  th e  Bat tle 
of the  Bulge .
Sever a l  of o u r  members hav e had books  on 
the  sub ject  p r i n t e d ,  and th ey  will a s s i s t  us 
in making a wide selec tion of books  t h a t  
will appeal  to most r e a d e r s .

(C o n t 'd  on Pg .  23 "Read ing  M a t e r i a l . . . )



A VBOB HISTORICAL MOMENT— Founding 
members Dee Paris and Ray Evans 
ponder  a paper  at the  organizational meet­
ing,  12/81, Arl ington,  VA.^  & » Photo-R.Latney

PROGRAM PLANS FOR

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP 
MEETING
Decemer 13 - 14 - 15, 1985____________

FRIDAY, December 13 
1:00 p . m . -  5:00 p .m.

Regist rat ion 
3:30 p . m . -  5:00 p .m.

Books and Authors  - Autograph 
Session 

1:00 p . m . -  5:00 p .m.
Photos and Displays 

3 :30 p .m . -  4:30 p .m.
Committee Meetings 

6:00 p . m . -  8:00 p .m.
Social Hour

SATURDAY, December 14
8 :30 a.m.  -10 :00 a.m.

General Membership Meeting 
10:00 a . m . -10:15 a.m.

Break 
10:15 a . m . -10:45 a.m.

Newly Declassified Films-Battle of the 
Bulge 

10:45 a.m.-Noon
Prisoners of War and Their 

Exper iences  
Noon- 1:30 p .m.

Lunch 
1:30 p . m . -  3:30 p .m.

Business Session (Cont 'd .  Col. 2)

1:30 p . m . -  1:45 p .m.
New Business 

1:45 p . m . -  2 :15 p .m.
Comments by VBOB Members 

2:15 p . m . -  2:45 p .m.
Repor ts  by Committee Chairmen 

2:45 p . m . -  3:10 p .m.
Report  on Publications and Books 

3:10 p . m . -  3:30 p .m.
Nomination & Election of Officers 

3:30 p .m.
Adjournment 

5:30 p . m . -11:00 p .m.
Dinner Thea ter ,  Alexandria,  VA

SUNDAY, December 15 
10:30 a .m.-Noon

Memorial Ceremony, Arlington 
National Cemetery 

Noon- 3:15 p .m.
Lunch and Free Time 

3:15 p . m . -  5:00 p .m.
National Cathedra l  Program 

5:00 p .m.
Return  to Hotel 

6:00 p . m . -  7:30 p .m.
Banquet  Gala and Social Hour 

7:30 p . m . -  9:00 p .m.
Dinner ,  Speeches & Installation of 

New Officers 
9:00 p . m. -Midnight

Dancing & Reminiscing 
Midnight-Fond Farewells Until Next Year!

VBOB STAFF SURGEON
Morris Ackerman, D . D .S . ,  recent ly  
appointed to the  VBOB s taf f  position of 
Surgeon for the  second consecut ive time, 
has changed his membership s ta tu s  from 
that  of Char ter  
Member to Life 
Member. He is a 
f i ve -ba t t le -s t a r  
ve teran of the 
European-Afr ican- 
Middle Eastern 
Thea ter  Campaign of 
WWIl who commanded 
a medical company 
du r i ng  the  Battle 
of the Bulge.  Dr.
Ackerman is also the  Commander of DAV 
Post 16 in Yonkers ,  N. Y. ,  a position for 
which he recent ly  received congra tu la t ions  
from N. Y.  State Senator John E. Flynn.



General 
recounts 
'Battle of 

the Bulge'
n-ie follcw ing i s  ex trac ted  from an a r t i c le  in  Penta­
gram, Jan . 31, 1985, by John Lundberg. VBCB's Clyde 
Boden sen t i t  along fo r our readers.

Feb. 4, 1985 was a sp ec ia l day fo r 83-year-old v iiite -  
h a ired , r e t i r e d  Gen. Brijce C, Clarke. I t ' s  the
40th anniversary  o f the  end o f the  B a ttle  o f the 
Bulge—a dec isiv e  b a t t le  fought in  the closing  days 
o f World War I I  and one in  \4iich he played a s i g n i f i ­
can t ro le .

C larke, tJie ju n io r U.S. b rig ad ie r general in  the 
b a t t le ,  has w ritten  and spoken ex tensively  over the 
years on tJie f ig h tin g  in  the  Bulge. He says 
p u b lic ity  by sane authors on the b a t t le  in  the h i l l y  
and v\coded Ardennes area  o f southern Belgium has been 
inaccurate  and m isleading. Ih is  vveek, the Pentagram 
in terv iev«d  Clarke to  le a m  h is  views on trie bdLLit;.

C la rk e 's  m ilita ry  c red e n tia ls  a re  iitpeccable. He 
served as an e n lis te d  man in  the Anny in  1918 and 
graduated frcm the U.S. M ilita ry  Acadeny in  1925. 
Curing h is  37 years o f ccmnissioned serv ice , he 
ccrmanded the  1st Armored D ivision, I Corps in  Korea, 
U.S. Army P ac ific , U.S. C cntinental Amy CcmtHnd, and 
U.S. Army Europe. General Dwight Eisenhower once 
sa id , in  p ra is in g  Cla rke ' s  tra in in g  accaiplishm ents, 
"The Army has had two g rea t t r a in e rs —VonSteuben and 
Bruce C larke."

Brig, Gen. Hal C. P a ttiso n , a former Army Chief o f 
m ilita ry  h is to ry , dec la res Clarke i s  one o f a group 
o f excepticnal m ilita ry  o f f ic e r s  frcm World Vlar I I  
v\ho reneins re la t iv e ly  unknown ou tside  the  Anty. The 
reasca^, he suggests, i s  th a t  Clarke was mare concern­
ed w ith being . co rrec t than being popular. P a ttiso n  
re p o rts  Clarke once to ld  him, "I c a n ' t  look a t  sane- 
th in g  viAiich seons wrong w ithout doing something to  
TTBke i t  r i g h t . "

Q: What led  up to  the  B a ttle  o f the  Bulge?

A: The rap id  advance o f P a tto n ' s  Third Amy, led  by 
the  4th Armored D iv isic«—frcm the  breakout o f the 
beachhead a t  Avranches across the  B rest Peninsula 
and then up th e  Loire Valley to  the  MDselle River and

Nancy—tock 40 days in stead  o f the  planneri-tor 70 
days. At th a t  tim e, the  Third Army was out o f gaso­
lin e  and was held u p  fo r s ix  vveeks, vvtiich gave H itle r  
time to  prepare fo r the  Amennes coun ter-o ffensive.
His offensive was in i t ia te d  on Dec. 16, 1944, ju s t  
before Christmas.

Q: Why dD you c a l l  the B a ttle  o f the Bulge the 
g re a te s t b a t t le  o f WWII?

A: Because i t  was the  b a t t le  th a t  cost our Army 
78,000 ca su a ltie s  over a seven-week period . Seven­
teen  thousand U.S. so ld ie rs  were k i l le d  in  ac tio n .
More than 700,000 U.S. so ld ie rs  were involved in  the 
b a t t le .

Q: What are the major lessons the  U.S. should have 
learned frcn  the b a tt le ?

A: The e f fe c ts  o f poor in te llig e n c e , poor e s t i r a te s  
o f the  s i tu a tio n , poor ta c t ic s  in  s a ie  a reas , and poor

generalsh ip  in  sane areas . Also, such a b a t t le  might 
take place again i f  W^saw Pact forces a ttac k  NATO.

Q: Who v«re the rea l heroes o f the  b a t t le ?

A: The o ff ic e rs  and men o f b a tta lio n s , cctipanies, 
platooTs, squads, and tank crews v to  fought extremely 
v « ll under d i f f i c u l t  circum stances.

Q: What was your ro le  in  the  b a tt le ?

A: I found myself and my Ccntat Camand "B," 7th 
Armored D ivision, a t  S t. V ith on Dec. 17, v te re  I was 
given ccmand o f the defense o f the area by the com­
manding general, 106th In fan try  Division.  We withdrew 
on order across the Salm River on Dec. 23 and took 
p a r t  in  d riv ing  the Genrans back during the  b i t t e r  
vieather o f January 1945. (Ccxit'd. next page)



(General recounts  ' B a t t l e  o f  the  Bulge, '  c o n t 'd .

Q: What k ind  o f  t a c t i c s  d id  you errploy?

A: When th e  Germans a t ta cked  the  106th Div is ion  on 
Dec. 16, they h i t  an i n f l e x i b l e  b r i t t l e  type of  in­
f a n t ry  defense.  Ihey p r a c t i c a l l y  dest royed th e  d i v ­
i s i o n  in  two or  t h r e e  days.  La t e r ,  v>*ien they h i t  my 
comrand a t  S t .  Vith ,  they were faced by a  f l e x i b l e  
defense b u i l t  around the  r raneuverab il i ty of  tanks  and 
armored u n i t s .  My only d i r e c t i c n s  to  ny u n i t s  vvhen 
they a r r i v e d  a t  S t .  Vith v«re t o  go t o  c e r t a i n  a reas  
and s t e p  or  slow down the  Germans. This permi t ted  
g r e a t  i n i t i a t i v e  and e f f e c t i v e n e s s  in  a  very f l u i d  
b a t t l e .  My f^iilosophy was t o  g ive ground, i f  neces­
sa ry ,  t o  prevent  th e  lo s s  o f  my command. This I d id 
fo r  about  s i x  days.  This proved t o  be winning t a c t i c s .  
The delay was f a t a l  t o  the  German p lans .

Q: In Decerrber 1976, when you met with German Gen­
e r a l  Hasso r ^ t e u f f e l  in S t .  Vi th,  vvhat d id  he say was 
the  reason the  Germans l o s t  th e  b a t t l e ?

A: He s a i d  t h a t  he f e l t  f ron  the  s t a r t  t h a t  the  
Genran counter -o f f ens ive  had l i t t l e  chance of  success 
because the  GerriHn Army u n i t s  had been f i g h t i n g  for  
about f iv e  y ea rs ,  while  the  American u n i t s  had only 
s i x  inDnths o f  v i c t o r i o u s  b a t t l e  behind them. Also, 
h i s  d i v i s i o n s  were only about h a l f  o f  ours in  s t r eng th ,  
even though he s a i d  t h a t  he used seven d iv is io n s  
a g a in s t  the  S t .  Vi th a rea .  HosAever, he f e l t  t h a t  
H i t l e r  had no o th e r  a l t e r n a t i v e ,  a t  t h a t  s tag e  o f  the 
war, than t o  t r y  for  an a rm is t i ce  on the  Western Frcnt  
t o  avoid the  s p l i t t i n g  o f  Germany—which in  f a c t  occur­
red in  the  spr ing  of  1945.

Q: How good was U.S. i n t e l l i g e n c e  before  and durir.g 
the  b a t t l e ?

A: All r e p o r t s  I ' v e  read point  out  the  lack of  good 
i n t e l l i g e n c e  by d iv i s i o n  and h igher  headquar te rs .  I 
r ece ived  no i n t e l l i g e n c e  dur ing th e  b a t t l e ,  except 
sketchy r e p o r t s  from my u n i t s .  Also, the  GenrBns had 
very e f f e c t i v e  counter - in te l l i genc 'e  before the  b a t t l e  
s t a r t e d .

Q: How were the  Germans ab le  t o  assemble about 20 
d iv iso ns  in  e ig h t  vveeks without de tec t io n?

A: General Manteuffel t o l d  me they acccrtplished the 
bui ldup  by moving only l a t e  a t  n igh t  and before  dawn. 
Also, they observed s t r i c t  r ad io  s i l e n c e  and noise 
c o n t r o l , r e s t r i c t e d  s o l d i e r s  t o  wooded a r eas  and d id  
not  a l low v i s i t s  t o  local  people,  permi t ted  no wood 
f i r e s  or  l i g h t s  a t  any t ime,  used only charcoal  f i r e s  
fo r  cooking and t±ien only in  da yl ig h t  hours,  and gave 
p lans  t o  lower l e v e l s  a t  the  l a s t  minute.

Q: Hew v « l l  had the  GentHns observed the  AnEricans 
before  the  a t t ack?

A: General Manteuffel  t o l d  ne t h a t  before  the  
a t t a c k  he v i s i t e d  the  a r ea  dressed  as  a German colcaTel

from h igher headquar te rs .  He wanted per son a l l y  t o  
f ind  ou t  the  h a b i t s  o f  American t roops  and a l s o  th e  
boundaries between Atrerican u n i t s .  Based upon ' v̂̂ Tat he 
found, he c a l l e d  o f f  th e  planned one-and-one-ha lf -hour  
a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a ra t io n  on the  Arer ican p o s i t i o n s ,  be­
cause he d id  not  want t o  wake up the  Arrericans. Also, 
he a t ta ck ed  in  i n f a n t r y  p la toon  columns down the  
boundaries between U.S. b a t t a l i o n s  and reg iments,  not  
ag a in s t  t h e i r  f r o n t s .  He s a i d  t h a t  the  vieakest p a r t  
o f  American defenses  vere  the  boiandaries between u n i t s .  
In a d d i t i on ,  he d i r e c t e d  t h a t  a l l  Atrerican te lephone  
wires  be cu t  t o  reduce cemmunications by defending 
t roops .  As a  r e s u l t ,  a f t e r  p e n e t r a t i n g  t h r e e  o r  four  
k i lometers ,  he was ab le  t o  c lo se  behind the  American 
u n i t s  he had bypassed,  t ak ing  some 8,500 U.S. 
p r i s one r s .

Q: Why d id  General Eisenhower g ive  ccimiand of  the  
U.S. F i r s t  and Ninth armies on Dec. 20 t o  General 
Ntontgomery, a  B r i t i s h  o f f i c e r ?

A: I ' v e  asked t h a t  ques t io n  o f  both General Bradley 
and General Manteuf fe l . Bradley s a i d  t h a t  General 
Eisenlx3v«r thought t h a t  he (Bradley) had l o s t  cctrrTuni- 
c a t i o n s ,  vviiich he s a i d  was not t r u e .  General Manteuf­
f e l ,  in  a  l e t t e r  t o  me a f t e r  th e  ^^ar, s a i d  B rad le y ' s  
counter-measures were not  e f f e c t i v e ,  and by the  even­
ing o f  the  19th he thought Bradley had l o s t  co n t ro l  o f  
the  b a t t l e .

Q: What i s  th e  r o l e  of  cemranders i n  the  b a t t l e s  
l i k e  th e  one a t  S t .  Vith?

A: I t  i s  t o  ensure t h a t  the  confusion does no t  be-  
cxxTE- d isorganized .  All  b a t t l e s  a r e  confus ing.  Any 
time you have people shoot ing a t  each o th e r ,  you have 
confus ion.  The job o f  the  conmander i s  t o  make sure  
the  s i t u a t i o n  d o e s n ' t  becorre d isorganized .

Q: Hew long d id  the  B a t t l e  o f  the  Bulge l a s t  and 
\Ahat r o l e  d id  Bastogne play?

A: The German o f fe ns iv e  l a s t e d  about only  nine  or  
t en  days.  Then, w  drove them back t o  t h e i r  s t a r t i n g  
po in t  in  about f iv e  weeks more a f t e r  New Years 1945. 
Regarding th e  importance of  Bastogne, General Haig 
s e t  up a s tudy group in  1976 on the  B a t t l e  o f  the 
Bulge t o  determine what w  could l e a m  t o  a s s i s t  in 
the  defense o f  NATO. Seme 80 NATO o f f i c e r s ,  t o  
include  General Manteuffel  and I ,  he ld  a conference 
in  the  S t .  Vi th  a r e a .  General Manteuffel  was asked 
about th e  importance o f  Bastogne t o  the  German p la n .
He s a i d  the  ca p tu re  o f  Bastogne was not  o f  g r e a t  
m i l i t a r y  irrportance.  He s a i d  the  mission of  Lt .  Gen. 
Von Lut twi tz ,  the  German commander a t  Bastogne, was t o  
pene t r a t e  t o  the  Meuse River and p r o t e c t  M an te u f f e l ' s  
l e f t  f l ank  as  he (Manteuffel) tu rned  h i s  irain e f f o r t  
t o  the r i g h t  tcviard h i s  ctojec t ives  on th e  Engli sh  
Channel. Gen. Von Lut tw i tz  accenpl ished  h i s  miss ion.

Q: Al l  t h r e e  U.S. g ene ra l s  in  th e  S t .  Vi th-Vielsolm
(Ccnt 'd.  on page 6)



(General recxxcnts 'B a ttle  o f  the B ulge,' cxxit'd.) 
area, v*iere f le x ib le  U.S. defenses b u il t  around the 
m aneuverability o f  tanks v«re enployed, were e ith er  
engineers or f i e ld  artillerym en. Vihat happened to  
them a fte r  the war?

A: Maj. Gen. Robert Hasbrouck, a f i e ld  a r t i l le r y ­
man, r e t ir e d  socn a fte r  Wbrld Vfar I I .  He was a tower 
o f  strength  to  B rig. Gen. William Hoge and me, vino 
were both engineers. We both went to  many other 
assigrm ents and re tired  as generals.

Q: Why haven't you carttfcaited on the inportant 
acticans in  th e Ninth Army atbut which so  ituch as been 
w ritten?

A: The b a tt le  in  Gen. Sinpson's Ninth Army area 
was too  rsnnte frnm S t . V ith for me to  be acquainted 
w ith i t .  However, in  ta lk in g  w ith Gen. M anteuffel, he 
eitphasized the main attack was th rou ^  the S t. Vith  
area w*iere my so ld ier s  were. Ihe reason for German 
a c t iv ity  a l l  along the fr m t  during the Ardennes 
ccujnter-offensi''^, according to  General !'tenteuffel,
WQS to  freeze  U.S. reserves fran mDving toward the 
German iiHin e f f o r t .  The term "main e ffo rt"  i s  a m ili-  
ta r t  acadatiic term and has l i t t l e  meaning to  d iv is io n s , 
brigades, b a tta lica is, or ccrpanies under attack . A ll 
v«re eq ually  iirportant in  the overa ll defensive e f fo r t .

Q: What i s  your reaction  to  H it le r 's  reported ccm- 
merit on the supposed lew fig h tin g  q u a lity  o f  /Smrican 
so ld ie r s  in  the Bulge?

A: There were no poor U.S. u n its  in  U iis b a t t le — 
but there may have been some inadequate U.S. leaders 
and comranders. General Manteuffel sa id  that the  
f ig h tin g  a b i l i t y  o f  o f f ic e r s  and men in  frcait o f  h is  
F ifth  Panzer Army a t S t. V ith and a t  Bastogne vas o f  a 
very h i ^  order and above c r it ic ism .

Q: Was your ccmmand a t S t. V ith ever c ite d  in  De­
partment o f  the Army orders?

A: Yes! Ocnfcat Gatmand "B" o f  the 7th Armored Div- 
is ic n  and attached troops received  a P resid en tia l Unit 
C ita ticn  in  1948 for th e ir  a ction s a t S t . V ith from 
Dec. 17 through 23, 1944.

Northern Wisconsin Chapter
A w r e a t h  com m e m o ra t i n g  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of 
t h e  B a t t le  o f  t h e  B u lg e  was  p l a c e d  on 
D e c e m b e r  16, 1984 a t  t h e  WWII Memorial  a t  
t h e  M ara th o n  C o u n t y  C o u r t h o u s e .  L e a d i n g  
t h e  c e r e m o n y  w e r e  Wal te r  Ried l  ( l e f t ) ,  
C h a p t e r  P r e s i d e n t ,  a n d  Wm. S c h n e i d e r ,  
M em be r sh ip  Commit tee  C h a i r m a n  of  VB O B 's  
c h a p t e r .

"AMERICANISM is an  u n f a i l i n g  love  of  
c o u n t r y ,  l o y a l ty  to  i t s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  
i d e a l s ;  e a g e r n e s s  to  d e f e n d  it  a g a i n s t  all 
en e m ie s ;  u n d i v i d e d  a l l e g ia n c e  to  t h e  f l ag  
a n d  a d e s i r e  to s e c u r e  t h e  b l e s s i n g s  of 
l i b e r t y  to  o u r s e l v e s  a n d  p o s t e r i t y . "

T h e  S t a r s  a n d  S t r i p e s . 12/6/84



President’s
Message

I wan t  to g iv e  a b ig  " T h a n k  You" to all f o r  t h e  f i n e  l e t t e r s  of  
c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  on my e le c t io n  a s  p r e s i d e n t  o f  VBOB.  T h e  
f i r s t  t h r e e  m o n th s  of  t h i s  y e a r  we h a v e  been  c o n c e n t r a t i n g  on 
b ot h  a s i t e  a n d  p r o g r a m  f o r  o u r  1985 G e n e r a l  M e m b e rs h ip  Me e t ­
i n g .  T h e  S h e r a t o n  a t  C r y s t a l  C i t y ,  VA h a s  b e e n  s e l e c t e d  f o r  
o u r  D e c e m b e r  13, 14 a n d  15th m e e t i n g .  T h e  p r o g r a m  is  d e v e l o p ­
i n g  q u i t e  well a n d  a t e n t a t i v e  p r o g r a m  will be  p u b l i s h e d  in t h e  
S e p t e m b e r  ed i t i on  of THE BULGE BU G LE.

We m e nt io ne d  b r i n g i n g  t r e e s  f rom t h e  A r d e n n e s  F o r e s t  in b o t h  
Belgium a n d  L u x e m b o u r g  to p l a n t  in A r l i n g to n  Nat iona l  C e m e ­
t e r y .  While we d o n ' t  h a v e  all t h e  d e t a i l s  w o r k e d  o u t ,  we h a v e  
made  s e v e r a l  c o n t a c t s  a n d  ho p e  soon  to h a v e  more d e f i n i t e  n e w s  
to r e p o r t .

We a r e  p r o u d  to h a v e  h a d  an  i n v i t a t i o n  f rom t h e  F r a n c i s  S c o t t  
Key C h a p t e r ,  F t .  Meade,  M a r y l a n d ,  o f  t h e  A sso c ia t io n  of  t h e  
Un i ted  S t a t e s  Army to h o n o r  on e  of  o u r  m e m b e r s  who was  in 
t h e  B a t t le  of t h e  B u l g e .  T h e  E x e c u t i v e  Commit tee  s e l e c t e d  o u r  
C h a p l a i n ,  t h e  R e v e r e n d  G e o r g e  W. Hall ,  J r .  G e o r g e  s e r v e d  
with t h e  94th Div i s io n .  He was w o u n d e d  twice  d u r i n g  t h e  
B a t t l e  of  t h e  B u l g e .  In a d d i t i o n ,  he  was a w a r d e d  t h e  Medical  
C o r p s  Valor  Awa rd  f o r  s a v i n g  t h e  l i fe of  on e  of  t h e  o f f i c e r s  
who ha d  b e e n  w o u n d e d .

T h e  a w a r d s  w ere  p r e s e n t e d  a f t e r  a l u n c h e o n .  A w a r d s  w e r e  
a l so  g i v e n  to Vie tnam v e t e r a n s  a s  well  a s  s o l d i e r s  s t i l l  in t h e  
s e r v i c e s .

We a r e  a l so  f o c u s i n g  on i n c r e a s i n g  o u r  m e m b e r s h i p  a s  well  as  
u p d a t i n g  o u r  d u e s  p a y m e n t  f o r  m e m b e r s .  With c lose  to  a mil­
lion men p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in t h i s  b a t t l e ,  it se em s i n c o n c e i v a b l e  t h a t  • 
we h a v e  onl y  some 3 ,000 m e m b e r s .  So we a s k  all o f  y o u ,  i f  you  
know of  a n y o n e  o r  h a v e  b u d d i e s  who w e r e  in t h i s  h i s t o r i c  b a t ­
t l e ,  let  them o r  us  k n o w .  We'll s e n d  them o r  you  b r o c h u r e s  
f o r  m e m b e r s h i p .

T h e  E x e c u t i v e  Committee h a s  a p p r o v e d  some p e r m a n e n t  he lp  
f o r  o u r  t r e a s u r e r .  Bill Hemphi l l .  Eva  P o p o v i c h ,  a l o n g  with a 
v o l u n t e e r  a n d  Life Member ,  Helen B e r r y ,  a r e  now a s s i s t i n g  EMU 
with h i s  d u t i e s .  We a r e  t h a n k f u l  f o r  t h e  two of  th e m .

P lan s  a r e  a l so  b e i n g  made  to i s s u e  THE BULGE BUGLE more 
f r e q u e n t l y .  We h a v e  g o n e  to t h r e e  e d i t i o n s  in 1985 a n d  p l an  
f o r  f o u r  i s s u e s  in 1986. Members  h a v e  voic ed  a g r e a t  d e a l  of  
i n t e r e s t  f o r  more f r e q u e n t  m a i l in g s ,  b u t  to do th i s  we m u s t  
k e e p  d u e s  c u r r e n t ,  f o r  a s  it now s t a n d s  i t  c o s t s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
$2 ,000 p e r  ed i t i on  .

T h i s  p a s t  y e a r  of  t h e  40th  A n n i v e r s a r y  h a s  f o u n d  VBOB o f f i ­
c e r s  a t t e n d i n g  m any Army f u n c t i o n s  a t  F o r t  Meade ,  M a r y l a n d ,  
F o r t  Myer  a n d  A r l i n g t o n  C e m e t e r y .  In r e c o g n i t i o n  of  h is  
r e c o r d i n g  t h e s e  f u n c t i o n s ,  we w a n t  to t h a n k  a VBOB m e m b e r ,  
Sam S i l v e r m a n ,  f o r  t h e  many p i c t u r e s  you  h a v e  s e e n  in THE 
BULGE B UGLE. Sam is a p r o f e s s i o n a l  p h o t o g r a p h e r  in c iv i l i an  
li fe a n d  was with t h e  10th A r m o r e d  D iv is io n ,  11th T a n k  B n .  So 
we s a l u t e  Sam f o r  h i s  m any  h o u r s  of  d e d i c a t e d  s e r v i c e  to  VB OB.

We w an t  to welcome two new a c t i v e  m e m b e r s  to t h e  N a t io na l  
S t a f f  — Jo e  C a v a n a u g h ,  f o r m e r l y  with t h e  106th Div is ion  a n d  
G e o r g e  C h e k a n ,  f o r m e r l y  with t h e  9 th ( c o n t i n u e d  n e x t  p a g e )
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P R E S I D E N T ’S MESSAGE,  c o n t i n u e d ------
I n f a n t r y  D iv is ion ,  39th I n f a n t r y ,  C C o m p a n y .  Jo e  h a s  t a k e n  t h e  r e i n s  to f i nd  a ho te l  
f o r  o u r  D e c e m b e r  m e e t i n g  a n d  c h o s e  t h e  S h e r a t o n .

G e o r g e  C h e k a n  ju s t  r e c e n t l y  r e t i r e d  f rom t h e  W ash in gt on  Po s t  a n d  will a s s i s t  Bob 
Lemmon,  o u r  E d i t o r ,  a n d  wor k  on p r o m o t i o n .  To b o th  of  t h e m ,  we s a y  " T h a n k s  for  
y o u r  g e n e r o u s  o f f e r  to he lp  all  of  u s . "

On May 31st t h e r e  will be  a w r e a t h - l a y i n g  a t  t h e  Tomb of t h e  U n kn ow n So ld ie r  in 
A r l i n g t o n  Na t iona l  C e m e t e r y .

We now h a v e  t h r e e  VBOB S t a t e  C h a p t e r s .  . .o n e  in Wiscons in ,  t h e  s e c o n d  in C e n t r a l  New 
Y o r k ,  a n d  t h e  t h i r d  -  t h e  M a r y l a n d - D . C . C h a p t e r .  If  you  n e e d  to kn ow  t h e  m e m b e r ­
s h i p  in y o u r  s t a t e  to c o n s i d e r  s t a r t i n g  a c h a p t e r ,  p le a s e  c o n t a c t  Bill S i m p k i n s ,  Vice 
P r e s i d e n t  f o r  Na t iona l  a n d  R e g io na l  C o o r d i n a t i o n ,  a t  t h e  VBOB a d d r e s s .  ______

B ATT LE OF THE BULGE:  T h e n  a n d  N o w .

By J e a n  Paul  P a l l u d . 532 p a g e s ,  1,260 
i l l u s t r a t i o n s ,  31 m a p s .  B a t t le  of  Br i t a in  
P r i n t s ,  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  L t d . ,  L o n d o n ,
1984. $49 .95 .

F o r  t h o s e  of  us  who f o u g h t  in t h e  B a t t l e  
o f  t h e  B u l g e ,  o f f icia l ly  kn ow n  a s  t h e  
A r d e n n e s  C a m p a i g n ,  B a t t le  of  t h e  B u lg e :  
T h e n  a n d  Now p r o v i d e s  t h e  d e t a i l s  of  t h e  
b i g  p i c t u r e .  In t h a t  1944-45 w i n t r y  s i x -  
week  c a m p a i g n  in Belg ium a n d  L u x e m b o u r g  
we ha d  a good  k n o w l e d g e  of  t h e  rea l  
e s t a t e  in o u r  immedia te  f r e q u e n t l y - c h a n g i n g  
v i c i n i t y  a n d  t h a t  was a b o u t  i t .

S c e n e s  so fami l ia r  to us  in t h e  60x70 mile 
a r e a  40 y e a r s  a g o  a r e  p i c t u r e d  with t h e  
same s i t e s  a s  t h e y  a r e  t o d a y .

Fo r  s t u d e n t s  a n d  o t h e r s  i n t e r e s t e d  in mil­
i t a r y  h i s t o r y ,  t h i s  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  a c c o u n t  
of wha t  S i r  Wins ton  C h u r c h i l l  c h a r a c t e r ­
ized  a s  " t h e  g r e a t e s t  Amer ican  b a t t l e  of  
t h e  w a r  . . .  an  e v e r - f a m o u s  American 
v i c t o r y "  will be  a most  v a l u a b l e  d o c u m e n t .

T h i s  u n l i k e l y  in v a s i o n  r o u t e  t h r o u g h  t h e  
b e a u t i f u l  A r d e n n e s  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  u s e d  
by  a t t a c k i n g  f o r c e s  twice  a n d  could  be 
u s e d  a g a in  .

J e a n  Pa ul  Pa l lud  t r a v e l l e d  o v e r  e v e r y  p a r t  
o f  t h e  S a l i e n t ,  a s  it is ca l led  in E u r o p e ,  
a n d  c o n d u c t e d  e x h a u s t i v e  r e s e a r c h  o v e r  a 
f i v e - y e a r  p e r i o d  to p r o d u c e  a f a c t u a l  a n d  
p i c to r i a l  a c c o u n t  of  w h a t  Adolph  Hi t le r  
sa id  would  be a "New D u n k i r k , "  t h e  

o b j e c t i v e  of  which  was to t a k e  A n t w e r p  b y  
s l i c in g  b e t w e e n  t h e  A m er ic an s  a n d  t h e  
B r i t i s h  .

It was s t a t e d  in a r e c e n t  i s s u e  of  S t a ^  
a n d  S t r i p e s :

"With o v e r  1,200 i l l u s t r a t i o n s  t h i s  . . . 
B r i t i s h  p u b l i c a t i o n  f u l ly  m e a s u r e s  up  to 
i t s  a d v a n c e  b i l l in g .  ( I t  i s )  an i n d i s p e n ­
s a b l e  book  f o r  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r s '  s h e l f .

"More t h a n  o t h e r  Bu lg e  b o o k s ,  Pal lud 
d e l v e s  d e e p l y  i n to  t h e  Ge rman a r m y ' s  
m a n e u v e r s  in t h e  A r d e n n e s .  Us ing  
d i a g r a m s  a n d  p h o t o g r a p h s  f rom t h e  German 
mi l i ta ry  a r c h i v e s ,  t h e  a u t h o r  u n f o l d s  in 
s imple  s t e p s  a c a m p a ig n  which  is a lso 
s t u d i e d  fo r  i t s  c o m p l e x i t y . "

T h i s  e n c y c l o p e d i c  w ork  is a v a i l a b le  in t h e  
Un i te d  S t a t e s  f o r  $49 .95  p l u s  $2.00  p o s t ­
a g e  f rom B a r c r o f t  B o o k s ,  6349 Columbia 
P ik e ,  Ba i leys  C r o s s r o a d s ,  VA 22041.

. . . C ly d e  D . Boden

VBOB P r e s i d e n t  R o b e r t  J .  V a n i l o u t e n  is 
f l a n k e d  by  Mrs .  V a n H o u te n  a n d  C h a r l e s  
H u n t e r ,  his  B a t t e r y  A c o m m a n d e r  d u r i n g  
t h e  Bat t le  of  t h e  B u l g e .  T h i s  was t h e i r  
f i r s t  m ee t i ng  la s t  N o v e m b e r  s i n c e  Mr.  Van 
H o u t e n ' s  c a p t u r e  as  a p r i s o n e r  of  w a r  in 

1944.

+++See P r e s i d e n t  V a n H o u t e n ' s  com me nts  
c o n c e r n i n g  P r e s i d e n t  R e a g a n ' s  p l a n n e d  
v is i t  to a German  S S - t r o o p  c e m e t e r y  
on Pa g e  22.



TAPS

P h o t o :  Sam S i I v e r m a n

ARMORED
FORCE
MONUMENT

VBOB m e m b e r  Jimmie Leach  h a s  a d v i s e d  u s  t h a t  t h e  A r m o r e d  
F o r c e  Monument  Commit tee h a s  a g a i n  f o r g e d  a h e a d  to ga in  
S e n a t e  a n d  House  s u p p o r t  in t h e  99th C o n g r e s s  f o r  a p p r o v a l  
of  t h e  e r e c t i o n  of  a mo nu m ent  to  o u r  "Men of  F l es h  a n d  S te e l "  
a lo n g  t h e  A v e n u e  of  H e ro e s  l e a d i n g  i n t o  t h e  A r l i n g t o n  N a t ­
iona l  C e m e t e r y  of  o u r  N a t i o n ' s  C a p i t a l .

O u r  s u p p o r t  is now n e e d e d  to k e e p  t h i s  a r m o r e d  o f f e n s i v e  
ro l l in g !  We r e q u e s t  t h a t  you  w r i t e  o r  t e l e p h o n e  b o t h  of  y o u r  
S e n a t o r s  a n d  C o n g r e s s m a n  wi th t h e s e  s u g g e s t e d  m e s s a g e s :  
(P l e a s e  w r i t e  o r  t e l e p h o n e  them as  soon  a s  you  c a n ) .

SE NAT ORS :  "P le a se  s u p p o r t  a n d  v o t e  f a v o r a b l y  on S e n a t e  
J o i n t  R e s o lu t io n  43 ( S J R  4 3 ) ,  d a t e d  5 F e b r u a r y  1985, to 
a u t h o r i z e  t h e  A rm o re d  F o r c e  Monum en t  Committee a n d  t h e  
V e t e r a n s  of  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u lg e  to e r e c t  a memorial  to 
t h e  Amer ican  A rm or ed  F o r c e  on U . S .  G o v e r n m e n t  p r o p e r t y  
in A r l i n g t o n ,  V i r g i n i a . "

A d d r e s s :  T h e  H o n o rab le  ( y o u r  S e n a t o r ) ,  Uni ted  S t a t e s  
S e n a t e ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C .  20510

S a lu t a t i o n  : D ea r  S e n a t o r  _________
Co m p l i m e n ta ry  Close :  S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,

CONGRESSMAN: " P le a s e  s u p p o r t  a n d  v o t e  f a v o r a b l y  on H ou se  
J o i n t  Re so lu t i o n  167 (H JR  167),  d a t e d  25 F e b r u a r y  1985, to  
a u t h o r i z e  t h e  A rm or ed  F o r c e  Mo nument  Commit tee  a n d  t h e  
V e t e r a n s  of  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u lg e  to e r e c t  a memor ia l  to 
t h e  Amer ican  A rm or ed  F o r c e  on U . S .  G o v e r n m e n t  p r o p e r t y  
in A r l i n g t o n ,  V i r g i n i a . "

A d d r e s s :  T h e  H on o rab le  ( y o u r  C o n g r e s s m a n ) ,  U . S .
House  of  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  DC 
20515

S a l u t a t i o n :  D e a r  Mr. / Mr s .  / M s . _________
C o m p l im e n ta ry  Close :  S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s .



VETERA NS
COMMEMORATE BATTLE 
OF BULGE LINK-UP

"When was t h e  b u l g e  wiped  o u t ? "  a s k s  T h e o d o r e  D r a p e r  in T h e  
84th I n f a n t r y  Div is ion  in t h e  B a t t le  o f  G e r m a n y . He r e s p o n d s ,  
" T h a t  may n e v e r  b e  d e c i d e d  to e v e r y o n e ' s  s a t i s f a c t i o n  b e c a u s e  
a n u m b e r  of  p a t r o l s  w e r e  f r a n t i c a l l y  t r y i n g  to make  c o n t a c t  
wi th a n u m b e r  of  o t h e r  p a t r o l s  a t  t h e  same t ime . . . "

T h e  c lo s in g  of  t h e  g a p  in t h e  w i n t r y  1944-45 B a t t l e  o f  t h e  
B u lg e  — t h e  l i n k - u p  b e t w e e n  Amer ican  f o r c e s  f rom t h e  n o r t h  
s h o u l d e r  a n d  t h e  s o u t h  s h o u l d e r  n e a r  O u r t h e ,  Belgium - -  
f o r t y  y e a r s  e a r l i e r  was m a r k e d  on J a n u a r y  15 b y  v e t e r a n s  of 
t h e  84 th  I n f a n t r y  Divis ion  a n d  t h e  11th A rm ored  Div ision in a 
l u n c h e o n  a t  F o r t  M yer ,  Va.

P a t r o l s  f rom t h e s e  d i v i s i o n s ,  e l e m e n t s  of  t h e  F i r s t  U . S .  Army 
a n d  t h e  T h i r d  U . S .  A rm y ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  met a t  9 :45  a . m .  o u t ­
s id e  a smal l  Be lg ian  f a r m h o u s e .

T h i s  mom ent ous  e v e n t  p r e c e e d e d  b y  10 d a y s  t h e  e n d  of  t h e  
A r d e n n e s  C a m p a i g n ,  a s  it was of f ic ia l ly k n o w n ,  which  b e g a n  
a s  a s u r p r i s e  a t t a c k  b y  an  in i t i a l  Ge rm an  f o r c e  of  more t h a n  a 
q u a r t e r  million men on a 70-mile  f r o n t  a month  e a r l i e r .

T h e  g u e s t  o f  h o n o r  was Michael  J .  L. G r e e n e  who led t h e  11th 
A r m o r e d  u n i t  t h a t  a c c o m p l i s h e d  t h e  l i n k - u p .  T h e  l u n c h e o n  was 
h o s t e d  b y  G e n e r a l  Willard H ol b ro o k ,  w a r - t i m e  c o m m a n d e r  of 
t h e  l l t h ' s  Combat  Command A.

R e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  84 th  w e r e  C ly d e  B o d e n ,  J o h n  C o b b ,  C h a r l e s  
F o r e m a n ,  F r i t z  K r a e m e r ,  Haro ld  L e i n b a u g h ,  Arlo S h e l d a h l ,  Bill 
S t i c k l e s  a n d  Ed T h i e r r y .

Also p r e s e n t  w e r e  V e t e r a n s  of  t h e  B a t t le  of  t h e  Bu lg e  p r e s i ­
d e n t  R o b e r t  V a n H o u te n  of  t h e  16th Field A r t i l l e r y  O b s e r v a t i o n  
Ba t ta l i on  a n d  m i l i t a ry  h i s t o r i a n s  Hal F a t t i s o n  of t h e  4th 
A rm o re d  Divis ion a n d  C h a r l e s  MacDonald of  t h e  2nd  I n f a n t r y  
Div is ion  a n d  a u t h o r  of  A Time f o r  T r u m p e t s :  T h e  Untold 
S t o r y  of  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u l g e . . . . .  C . D . Boden

PURPLE Army E c h o e s . J a n - F e b  1985 e d i t i o n ,  s t a t e s  t h a t  " r e c i p i e n t s  of
HEART t h e  P u r p l e  H e a r t  a r e  e n t i t l e d  to i n c r e a s e d  r e c o g n i t i o n  u n d e r

p r o v i s i o n s  of  r e c e n t l y  e n a c t e d  l e g is la t i o n ,  ,

T h e  medal  h a s  b e e n  r a i s e d  in s t a t u r e  so t h a t  it r a n k s  imm ed­
ia t e l y  a f t e r  t h e  lowes t  a w a r d  f o r  v a l o r  when  worn  on mi l i t a r y  
u n i f o r m s .  It  was p r e v i o u s l y  worn  a f t e r  t h e  lowes t  a c h i e v e m e n t  
meda l ,  a n d  b e f o r e  t h e  Good C o n d u c t  Medal.

T h i s  was t h e  s e c o n d  ac t i on  a f f e c t i n g  th e  P u r p l e  H e a r t  l a s t  y e a r .  
In F e b r u a r y ,  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  s i g n e d  an  e x e c u t i v e  o r d e r  t h a t  
a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  medal f o r  mi l i t a ry  p e r s o n n e l  a n d  Amer ican  c i t i ­
z e n s  s e r v i n g  with U . S .  f o r c e s  who a r e  v ic t ims  of  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
t e r r o r i s t  a t t a c k s  a g a i n s t  t h e  Un i ted  S t a t e s  o r  a g a i n s t  f o r e i g n  
f o r c e s  f r i e n d l y  to t h e  Un i t ed  S t a t e s . "

BRONZE
STAR

VBO B 's  J a c k  K e a r n e y ,  V e t e r a n s  Employment  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  in 
OPM's Reg iona l  o f f ice  in P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  was  r e c e n t l y  p r e s e n t e d  
with t h e  B r o n z e  S t a r  f o r  v a l o r  a t  t h e  c r o s s i n g  of  t h e  R o e r  
R i v e r ,  F e b r u a r y  1945. With t h e  84th I n f a n t r y  D iv is io n ,  Ninth 
U . S .  A rm y ,  K e a r n e y  ha d  wa i ted  40 y e a r s  f o r  t h e  medal .

10



Review of Secretary of Army
T h i s  c e r e m o n y  in r e c o g n t i o n  of  t h e  40 th  
a n n i v e r s a r y  of  t h e  B a t t le  o f  t h e  B u lg e  was 
he ld  in  Ce re m on ia l  Hall ,  F t .  M ye r ,  VA on 
D e c e m b e r  17th.
R o b e r t  J .  V a n H o u t e n ,  VBOB P r e s i d e n t ,  a n d  
C h a r l e s  B.  Ma cDonald ,  VBOB m em ber  a n d  
a u t h o r  of ,  am ong  o t h e r  e p o c h s  of  WWII,
A Time f o r  T r u m p e t s , v ie w ed t h e  c e r e m o n y  
f rom C o n v e n t i o n  Hall ' s  VIP b o x .

I n s p e c t i n g  t h e  t r o o p s  of  t h e  3 r d  I n f a n t r y ,  
t h e y  t r o o p e d  t h e  l ine  with  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of  
t h e  Army a n d  t h e  Co m m and in g  G e n e r a l ,  
Mi l i ta ry D i s t r i c t  o f  W a s h i n g t o n .

T h i s  h a s  b e e n  t h e  f i r s t  e v e n t  of  i t s  k in d  
in t h e  p a s t  f o r t y  y e a r s .

C ere m o n ia l Hall 
F o rt  M yer

PA R TIC IPA N TS

Host

The Honorable John O. M arsh, Jr.
Secretary o f  the A rm y

H onored G uests 

V eterans of the B attle o f the Bulge

C om m ander o f T roops 

Colonel R obert G. K rause 
Commander, 3rd U nited S ta tes In fa n try  (The Old Guard)

P a rtic ip a tin g  U n its

3rd U nited S ta tes In fan try  (The Old Guard)
The U nited S ta tes Army Band (P ersh ing ’s Own)

SEQ U E N C E  O F E V E N T S

P R E -C O N C E R T .................................................. The U nited S ta tes  Army Band (P ersh ing’s Own)

March On

P resen tation  of the Command

Sound Off

Inspection o f Troops

H onors to the Nation (N ational Anthem)

R EM A R K S .....................................................................................................The S ecretary  of the Army

R E M A R K S .....................................................................................................Mr. C harles B. MacDonald
V eterans of the B attle o f the Bulge

March in Review 

Final Musical Salute 

Conclusion of Ceremony 

R E C E P T IO N .............................................................................................................................. P atton  Hall

MC Aulif fe’s  Welcomed
Family mem be rs  of  G e n e ra l  A n t h o n y  C. 
McAuliffe joined t h e  V e t e r a n s  of  t h e  Ba t t le  
of  t h e  Bu lg e  in Marc h .  T h e y  a r e  Mrs.
B e t t y  Ra y  O 'C o n n o r  de  Zeva l los ,  Rockv i l le ,  
MD ( N i e c e ) ;  Mrs.  P a t r i c i a  de  Zeva llos  Lo 
Du ca ,  C o n c o r d ,  CA ( G r a n d - N i e c e ) ;  Miss 
El e a n o r  P a t r i c i a  McAul if fe,  S i l v e r  S p r i n g ,
MD ( S i s t e r ) ;  a n d  Miss P a t r i c i a  Ann 
McAul if fe,  A le x a n d r i a ,  VA ( D a u g h t e r ) .

T h e  V e t e r a n s  of  t h e  Ba t t le  of  t h e  Bu lg e  a r e  
mos t p r o u d  to welcome t h e  McAuliffe family 
to  o u r  m e m b e r s h i p .

uIV  N a tio n a l (IFrilntnp
4 0  G  S T R E E T , N .E . W A S H IN G T O N . D .C . 2 0 0 1 3

P . O . B O X  1803

H e rb  T o s c a n o ,  C e n t r a l  New York  
C h a p t e r ,  i n s p e c t s  t h e  T - s h i r t  he  
p r e s e n t e d  to VBOB's  V . P .  f o r  Re gi on a l  
C o o r d i n a t i o n —o u r  own Wm. A. S im p k in s
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VBOB P e t e r  G. D o u n i s ,  75th I n f .  D i v . ,  A s s i s t a n t  E d i t o r ,  THE BULGE
MEMBERS B U G L E , r e p o r t s  t h a t  in F e b r u a r y  he  a t t e n d e d  a m e e t i n g  of  t h e
HONORED F r a n c i s  Sc o t t  Key C h a p t e r  o f  t h e  AUSA a n d  F i r s t  U . S .  A rm y,

a l o n g  wi th 25 o t h e r  VBOB m e m b e r s  a n d  t h e i r  wives  a t  F o r t  
G e o r g e  G. Meade,  MD.

P e t e ,  a f o r m e r  I n f a n t r y  P r i v a t e  F i r s t  C l a s s ,  r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h e  
e l i t e  a n d  w o n d e r f u l  t r e a t m e n t  h e  r e c e i v e d  a f t e r  40+ y e a r s  "was  
p u r e  u n a d u l t e r a t e d  p l e a s u r e .  I a p p r e c i a t e d  t h e  C e r t i f i c a t e  of  
Comme ndat ion  s e n t  to me b y  t h e  A U S A . . . "

Spec ia l  r e c o g n i t i o n  a n d  a w a r d s  w e r e  p r e s e n t e d  to B a t t l e  o f  t h e  
Bu lg e  h o n o r e e s  G e o r g e  W. Hall ,  302nd I n f .  (VBOB C h a p l a i n ) ;  
to Neil B. T h o m p s o n ,  740th T a n k  B n .  (VBOB Liai son f o r  Mili­
t a r y  U n i t s ) ;  to Alvin H ym an ,  J e w is h  War V e t e r a n s  of  t h e  
U . S ;  a n d  to Phil l ip H. Po p e ,  212th Field A r t i l l e r y ,  F o r t  Meade .

BEN'S
FA VORIT E
PRAYER

HEAD OF 
lOTH ARMORED 
DIV IS IO N'S  TEAM 
O'HARA DIES

Benjamin T .  L a y t o n ,  3496th QM T r u c k  C o m p a n y ,  c lo se d  t h e  
f i r s t  m e e t in g  of  VBO B' s  M a r y l a n d - D . C . C h a p t e r  l a s t  Fall  with 
th i s  p r a y e r :

LORD GOD, FATHER OF ABRAHAM, JE SU S AND 
MUHAMMAD. AS FAR AS WE KNOW, THIS IS YOUR PLANET.  
FORGIVE US FOR WHAT WE HAVE DONE TO THE AIR,
WATER AND EARTH.  WE HAVE REASON TO THINK THAT WE 
CURIOUS BIPEDS ARE YOUR FAVORIT E CR EAT IO N;  WE HAVE 
FOUND NO ONE ON MARS OR J U P I T E R  WHO CAN MAKE 
MUSIC OR WINE. FORGIVE WHAT WE DO TO ONE ANOTHER. 
WE FORGET YOU LIKE VARIETY AND MADE US IN FIVE 
DIFFERENT COLORS,  SINGING DIFFERENT SONGS.  LORD,
WE LIVE ON THAT OLD BLUE MARBLE YOU SPUN OFF WHEN 
YOU PLAYED CRE ATI ON.  IT IS A LOVELY PLACE.  HELP US 
TO KEEP IT IN ONE PIECE.  AMEN.

J am es  O ’H a r a ,  r e t i r e d  Army Colone l  a n d  v e t e r a n  of  WWII a n d  
Korea  d ied  of  c a n c e r  March 1st in W a s h i n g t o n .  B or n  in West 
P o in t ,  New Y o r k ,  a n d  a g r a d u a t e  of t h e  U . S .  Mil i tary Academy 
in 1934, he  s e r v e d  in E u r o p e  co m m an d in g  t h e  54th A rm o re d  
I n f a n t r y  B a t t a l i o n .  He was a w a r d e d  t h e  S i l v e r  S t a r ,  t h e  
B r o n z e  S t a r  a n d  t h e  P u r p l e  H e a r t ;  h i s  u n i t  e a r n e d  t h e  Belg ian  
Cro ix  de  G u e r r e .  He was b u r i e d  with fu l l  mi l i t a ry  h o n o r s  in 
A r H ng to n  C e m e t e r y  on March 5 t h .  "TEAM O'HARA" of  CCB of 
t h e  lOth A rm or ed  Division a r r i v e d  in t h e  B a s t o g n e  a r e a  s e v e n  
h o u r s  b e f o r e  t h e  a r r i v a l  of  Ge rm an  f o r c e s .  To h is  men.
Colonel  O 'H a ra  was a f f e c t i o n a t e l y  kn o w n  a s  "Smi ling  J im" a n d  
he was much a p p r e c i a t e d  b y  h is  t r o o p s ,  many of  whom a r e  
VBOB m em b er s  t o d a y .

12



M e m b e r s  S p e a k  O u t  Kansan
--------------------------------- * -------------------------  would l ike  to h e a r

f rom b u d d i e s  in t h e  CIC a t  
E u p e n  a n d  Malmedy.  P lease  
c o n t a c t  T r e a s u r e r ,  VBOB.

G u s  L. M ar i n u cc i ,  1332 J a c k ­
son  S t . ,  Hol lywood,  FL 
33019, would be  g r a t e f u l  to 
h e a r  f rom b u d d i e s  of  t h e  
49th  Combat  E n g r .  B n .  f rom 
March 1 & 2, 1945 b e t w e e n  
10:15 p . m .  to 5 :30  a . m .  when  
t h e  L u f tw a f f e  bo m be d a n d  
s t r a f e d  h i s  u n i t ,  wi th  a hi t  
on t h e  Bn . C . P .

Walte r C.  R i g h t o n ,  S e c y . ,  
704th T . D .  Bn.  A s s n .  , 29 W. 
Wilkins T,ane, P la in f i e ld ,  IL 
60544 on b e h a l f  of  h i s  b a t ­
tal ion e x t e n d s  b e l a t e d  t h a n k s  
f o r  a job well d o n e  d u r i n g  
WWII to t h e  m em b er s  of t h e  
XIX T a c ,  Air Com mand,  Air 
S u p p o r t  Team #2.  He w r i t e s  
" a l t h o u g h  memor ies  of  WWII 
g ro w  d im,  none  of  u s  will 
e v e r  f o r g e t  t h e  a i r  s u p p o r t  
team a t t a c h e d  to t h e  4th A .D .  
a n d  t h e  b r a v e r y  a n d  ski l l  
t h e y  s h o w e d  in b o m b in g  a n d  
s t a f i n g  in f r o n t  of  t h e  d i v ­
i sion w h e n e v e r  t h e  t a n k s  
b o g g e d  down a n d  t h e  go in g  
got  t o u g h .  We kn e w  we 
c ou ld  c o u n t o n  t h e  XIX to 
come to o u r  aid a n d  t h e y  d id 
a n y  n u m b e r  of  t i m e s . "

J o h n  V. M a r d o r f f ,  4230 
T a n g le w o o d  N or th  #401, Palm 
Beach  G a r d e n s ,  FL 33410 
would l ike to h e a r  f rom a n y  
p e r s o n n e l  of  Hq,  177th O r d .  
B n .

Roy God sh a l l  of  P e r k a s i e ,
PA w r i t e s  in r e f e r e n c e  to 
p a g e  15 of o u r  J a n u a r y  e d i ­
t ion c o n c e r n i n g  a w r e a t h -  
l a y i n g  a t  t h e  Hamm Mili tary 
C e m e t e r y  b y  Ear le  H a r t .
Roy w r i t e s  t h a t  it  was r a i n ­
i n g  on t h e  d a y  c i t e d  a n d  
t h a t  no on e  w a n t e d  to c a r r y  
t h e  w r e a t h ,  so  R o y ' s  s o n ,  
P a u l ,  a n d  Ear l  H a r t  ac com ­
p l i s h e d  t h e  m is s io n .  T h a n k s  
f o r  s e t t i n g  t h e  r e c o r d  
s t r a i g h t ,  Roy .

A n d y  Kis se l ,  Madison S t . ,  
C o a te s v i l l e ,  PA w r i t e s  of 
r e c e i v i n g  t h e  P u r p l e  H ea r t  
l a s t  y e a r  f o r  s h r a p n e l  
w o u n d s  r e c e i v e d  in Belgium 
on Dec .  23, 1944 whi le  a 
me mbe r  of  Co.  A, 53d AIB,  
4th A rm or ed  Div is ion .

Ra lph  H e r b e r t ,  H old en ,  WV; 
T a n k  D e s t r o y e r  Ar mo re d  
Fo rc e  d id  no t  g e t  t h e  r e c o g ­
n i t ion to which  t h e y  a r e  
d u e .  His u n i t  was a t t a c h e d  
to a n d  f o u g h t  with t h e  82nd 
A b n .  Div a n d  t h e  9 t h ,  28 th ,  
87 th ,  9 0 th ,  94 a n d  95th In f .  
Div is ions  a s  well a s  t h e  V, 
VII I ,  XV a n d  XX C o r p s  a n d  
t h e  F i r s t ,  T h i r d  a n d  Ninth 
Armies .  His u n i t  is  
c r e d i t e d  with f i ve  b a t t l e  
s t a r s .  Men f rom t h e  50 
S t a t e s ,  t h e  Cana l  Zone a n d  
D i s t r i c t  of  Columbia  w ere  
a s s i g n e d  to th e  6 0 7t h .

L. D. Eck ,  R.0 2, Box 159, 
J o h n s t o w n ,  PA 15904, a 
m em ber  of  t h e  159th E n g i n ­
e e r s ,  w r i t e s  t h a t ,  a s  on e  
of  t h e  t o u r  m em b ers  of  th e
1984 S e n t im e n ta l  J o u r n e y  to 
t h e  B u l g e ,  he  would u r g e  
us  to  p l e a s e  a d v i s e  all  mem­
b e r s  of  a n y  f u t u r e  t o u r  of 
t h a t  a r e a  to  r e a d  t h e  new 
book b y  C h a r l e s  B.  MacDon­
a l d ,  A Time f o r  T r u m p e t s . 
Eck was in t h a t  b a t t l e  a n d  
was w o u n d e d  on Dec.  23, 
b u t  he  fe e l s  no o n e  can  
ho p e  to u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  
to ta l  s c o p e  of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n . 
He fe e l s  t h i s  book will be  
of  g r e a t  v a lu e  to  a n y o n e  
who t o u r s  t h e  a r e a  b e c a u s e  
of  t h e  u n b e l i e v a b l e  de ta i l  
c o n c e r n i n g  most  of  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n .  If  he  h a d  r e a d  
t h e  book  b e f o r e  t h e  t o u r ,  
( c o n t i n u e d  in Col.  3 a b o v e )

I S

i t  would h a v e  made t h e  
whole c o n c e p t  much c l e a r e r ,  
a n d  he would h a v e  b e e n  
more a p p r e c i a t i v e  of  t h e  
e x c e l l e n t  l e c t u r e s  b y  Hal 
R y d e r ,  a s t u d e n t  of  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n ,  he s t a t e s .
( A Time f o r  T r u m p e t s  was 
p u b l i s h e d  a f t e r  t h e  t o u r  
r e f e r r e d  to .  . . . Ed . )

CONVENTION — The  
American E x - P r i s o n e r s  of 
War,  I n c . ,  will hold t h e i r  
38th Annua l  Nat iona l  Co n­
ve n t i o n  on J u l y  23 t h r u  27 
with a b u s i n e s s  meet ing  
J u l y  24th t h r o u g h  26th at  
th e  Marc Plaza Hotel ,  509 
W. Wisconsin A v e n u e ,  Mil­
w a u k e e ,  WI 53203.  More 
in fo  n e e d e d ?  Write A lb e r t  
R.  F r o h n e ,  205 H e n r y  S t . ,  
Mukon ago ,  WI 53149.

N ational .Archives C ontain  
M ilitary U n it  H istor ies

D AV er Pau l M C o h e n  ol B oca  K aion ,  
I ' la . ,  h a i  pas sed  a l o n g  a n  idea  i h a t  m a y  h e lp  
s o m e  vets s e e k m g  to s u b s t a n t i a t e  c l a im s  b e ­
fo re  t h e  VA.

C o h e n  n o te d  th a t  m a n y  u n i t s  o f  t h e  
A rm y ,  N avy ,  Air  I 'o r c e  a n d  \ \ a r m e  C o r p s  
w e r e  r e q u i r e d  to  r e s e a r c h  a n d  w r i te  u n i t  
h is to r ies .  Today th o s e  h i s to r i e s — w h ic h  
c o n t a i n  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  p la ces ,  da tes ,  s p e ­
cia l t r a i n i n g  a n d  m u c h  m o r e — a r e  kep t o n  
f ile at t h e  N a t i o n a l  A r c h iv e s  in  W a s h i n g ­
to n .  ! 'h e s e  h i s to r i e s  m a y  c o n t a i n  i n f o r m a  
t i o r v t h a t  c o u l d  h e l p  c o r r o b o r a t e  v e t e r a n s ’ 
c l a im s  o r  p r o v id e  f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  c o n c e r n ­
i n g  t h e  s ta tu s  o f  a v e t e r a n ’s u n i t .

Hecjuest s for t h e se  h i s to r i e s  m u s t  be 
m a d e  in w r i t i n g  to t h e  N a t i o n a l  A rch iv es .  
T h e  r e q u e s t s  m u s t  a lso  c o n t a i n  a c c u r a t e  

a n d  sp e c i f ic  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  y o u r  p a r t i c u ­
lar o u t f i t .  A c h a r g e  for  co p ie s  o f  t h e  r e c o rd s  
will be  m a d e  by  t h e  N a t i o n a l  A rch ives .

V e te ra n s  s e e k m g  W\X'I1 a n d  K o r e a n  War 
e r a  h i s to r i e s  s h o u ld  write :

M o d e r n  .Military h'leld l i r a n c h  
N a t i o n a l  A rc h iv e s  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  IJ.C
DAV MAGAZINE, F e b .  '85



INQUIRY FROM CRIBA 
( C e n t r e  de  
R e c h e r c h e  e t  
d ' I n f o r m a t i o n  s u r  
la Batai l le  d e s  
A r d e n n e s )

M. A n d r e  H u b e r t ,  a m em be r  of  CRIBA a n d  an  A s s o c ia te  Member  
of VBOB r e p o r t s  t h a t  a Belg ian  fami ly w a n t s  to  h e a r  f rom 
f r i e n d s  of  t h e  44th Combat  E n g i n e e r  B at ta l io n  who s t a y e d  in 
P e t i t - T h i e r  a n d  G r a n d  H a l le ux .  T h e  fami ly w r o t e  to  t h e s e  men 
b u t  r e c e i v e d  no r e p l i e s .  A d d r e s s e s  a t  t h e  t ime w e r e ;

HAROLD R. G RE TH ,  145 E.  C h e s t n u t  S t . ,  L a n c a s t e r ,  PA 
PAUL SHAGONABE,  519 N u s p i g o n ,  MI 
CHARLIE WHITE, F o r t  G i b s o n ,  OK 
CHARLES J A C K S O N ,  4501 Luci lle  S t . ,  H o u s t o n ,  TX

M. H u b e r t  a s k s  t h a t  a n y  i n fo rm a t i o n  of  t h e s e  GI ' s  b e  p r o v i d e d  
to :  CRI BA,  17 R u e  d e s  A u g u s t i n s ,  4000 Liege ,  Belg ium.  He 
a lso r e p o r t s  "how g lad  I am to r e a d  y o u r  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  p u b ­
l icat ion . "

Note :  C ha r l i e  h a s  b e e n  lo ca te d  in OK; Pau l  h a s  no fo n e  l i s t e d  
in M u s k e g o n ,  Ml, n o r  a r e  Haro ld  a n d  C h a r l e s  l i s te d  in 
t h e  c i t i es  c i te d  a b o v e .  . . . E d .

"All th e  Nevfi 
T hat’s  Fit to  P rint" Sijje jjurk LATE C i n  EDITION

V O U  X a V  . N o . S l .745, NF:V^ YORK. SA T L R D A Y . D E C E M B E R  23. 1944. T H R E E  C E N T S

GERMANS SWEEP WEST THROUGH LUXEMBOURG; 
REPORT PATTON ATTACKING ON SOUTH FLANK; 
EISENHOWER URGES GREATEST ALLIED EFFORT

m O IID E IIA IID S  

l H A d J T M E  

OH HEAT CRISIS

Calli for at Least a Temporani 
Plan So Th?( S»»op* That 
Otoey Law Can S:ay Open j ^ ^

____ _ ; t*ry Mr RooM<r t̂ tumad
I tM quMtlon aai4« fty

IR E tO . PIE MiKERS Cl OSE{ . m u .  »

Shut for Christmas Week-End 
m Labor Row— Hotels and 

R estauran ts Affected

F retU etd  A cceph  iROOS^ygLJ ORGES KEDl'CED TO R U B B I£ AFTER SHELLING BY BOTH SIDES RAIL HUB ISOLATED

H o iiF O iK s ra B A ff i  wWAfKtNCTON. Dm n -  .• '- ''■■Til P anzers S m ash  15 Miles

0 MOf
Mi«« beflnntnf oe OirliUnM. Um 
Mayor Mid "Wuhinrien ewiaet 
mnaUt Idly kjr m ■ aKuation wh«r*
4a«l*r« vant to comply anUl Um l*» '

Tha eHy waa Uir««(*nad wlUi » -----
Aortaff» u  aaotbvr food ftaM
whan ma>»r produon ot p in  and [L* Gu«rdta CritlC42M  by CotKl 
braad dnldad to abaedon all opar ' 
allona OT«r Ua Cbrt*tmaa w«h 
and haeauaa a( artispandUtc Item <**
•< bakary n g o f, dri'rara

P as t B astogne— Enemy 
Slow ed on Flanks

NEAR FRENCH BORDER

A m ericans R ecapture 2 
Towns— Reports SWI 

4 8  H ours Late
m, D « r laDOUTON

Mayor La Ouard.a j«(n.d Mndt; ~  ■  i „
yaaUrday wttt tM cltjr a i»UJi: rt •aa  •  dl«ry |
butcn.ra «  d.mand.n« that U.*, «o Mr.
r i . r a i  0<«v.r»in..U .Up in .mm- • J '* '
dUUly Wto. «,m. worMabl. alar.' 'M r Day
for av«rUn| a mtat holtAay" hara

C m f BUDGET SUIT 

UPHEli) ON APPEAL

f o r  I n c l u s w n  o f  L u m p  S u n t

WASHINGTON. Dac 32—PtmI 
tnt Rooaevalt appaalrd to (ha pao- 

today I,
firhtin* :or

ilraUon oa tftoru 
’whiek wlU h«lp WM tba war a« 
quickly a« poaaiN* N«t M ck m M laa •(  Um kaUdiac. to l> r .  kkMt flva *Ura e o rttew t •(  BM^watlar, a

c«a baat baip tha Oina(ina«|.st»t«a l*4tk IHvUtM a»d Ika N*d* to pMlttoM »er«m Um E m t I

PREMB HCa DQUa RTKR*. 
Kl Csp«ditM>nar)’ Pore*. Dac. 

M -Th« great C«rm«n wmUr oT- 
amaahad WMiw^rtl ihroufh 

Balfium unchachad today for tha 
cortwcullva day 

Although Amar.cai)
nr«d lr« «

GENERAL GEORGE S . PATTON, JR. 
COMMANDING GENERAL THIRD ARMY

He was g i f t e d  a s  a l e a d e r .  
F e a r l e s s ,  b ra v e  and t r u e .
A g e n iu s  on th e  b a t t l e f i e l d  
He p ro v ed  so  o f t  anew .

Rough and g r u f f ,  f la m b o y a n t .  
D e v o te d , b r i l l i a n t  t o o .
He le d  h i s  t r o o p s  in  b a t t l e  
W ith s k i l l  p o s s e s s e d  by few .

O u tsp ok en  y e t  c o m p a s s io n a t e .  
R e l ig i o u s  in  h i s  w ay.
He a sk e d  God f o r  h i s  g u id a n c e  
In  hum ble p r a y e r  e a c h  d a y .

H is d e e d s  h a v e  b een  r e c o r d e d  
In  h i s t o r y ' s  p a g e s  b r i g h t .
For f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s  
To r ea d  and k eep  in  s i g h t .

H is  l e a d e r s h ip  in  b a t t l e  
Has e a r n e d  him  l a s t i n g  fam e. 
And G e n e r a l G eorge S . P a t to n  
Has j u s t l y  c a r v e d  h i s  nam e.
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Back to the Ardennes 
ThisYear?

T h e  r e s p o n s e  to o u r  r e c e n t  poll  t h r o u g h  
T HE BULGE BUGLE r e g a r d i n g  a n o t h e r  t o u r  
of  t h e  B u lg e  a r e a s  t h i s  y e a r  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
1986 is  t h e  p r e f e r r e d  d a t e  f o r  VBOB.  T h is  
was c o n f i r m e d  b y  o u r  E x e c u t i v e  Committee  
a t  i t s  r e c e n t  m e e t i n g ,  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h a t  
1986 will be  t h e  " f i f th  A n n i v e r s a r y "  of  o u r  
a s s o c i a t i o n ,  a n d  would be  an  a p p r o p r i a t e  
o c c a s i o n  to c e l e b r a t e  in t h e  a r e a s  which 
g a v e  u s  o u r  o r i g i n .  Detai l s  of  t h e s e  p l a n s  
will be  a n n o u n c e d  in a f u t u r e  e d i t i o n .

F o r  t h o s e  who wa n t  to go th i s  y e a r .  Ga laxy  
T o u r s ,  t h e  c o m p a n y  which  o p e r a t e d  o u r  
v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  t o u r  in 1984, is s t i l l  o f f e r ­
in g  a sp e c ia l  t r i p  i n t o  t h e  Bulg e  d e p a r t i n g  
on S e p t e m b e r  8th , It p r o v i d e s  an i n - d e p t h  
t o u r  t h r o u g h  t h e  major  b a t t l e  a r e a s  of  t h e  
A r d e n n e s  O f f e n s i v e  a n d  s c h e d u l e s  s t o p s  at  
t h e  s p e c i a l  p l a c e s  r e q u e s t e d  b y  each  v e t ­
e r a n .  Call  them -  t o l l - f r e e  a t  800-523-  
7287 ( o u t s i d e  PA) o r  215-265-2778 in PA - 
o r  w r i t e  them a t  P . O .  Box 326, King of 
P r u s s i a ,  PA 19406.

But  t h e r e  is y e t  a n o t h e r  g r e a t  a n d  u n u s u a l  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t h i s  y e a r .  From A u g u s t  11 to 
18, G a la x y  T o u r s  is a r r a n g i n g  a sp e c ia l  
"S ym p o s i u m  of  U n s u n g  H e fu e s "  -  th e  
leaue i 'b of  th e  Ret j i stai iCt ;/u iiubx gruUi iu  a n d  
S t r a t e g i c  S e r v i c e s  O p e r a t i o n s  in VVVVII, r e p ­
r e s e n t i n g  ten  n a t i o n s  in L u x e m b o u r g  C i t y .

T h i s  " f i r s t  e v e r "  op en  fo ru m  in com bin ed  
s e s s i o n s  will be  d i r e c t e d  to t h e  h i s t o r i c  
f a c t s  o f  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  of  i n d i v i d u a l  
c o u n t r i e s  in t h e  " s e c r e t  wa r"  of  WWIl, e n ­
a b l i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t e r s ,  in c o o p e r a t i o n  with 
c i t i z e n s  of  o t h e r  n a t i o n s  -  to b r i n g  fu l l  
a w a r e n e s s  of  th i s  in fo rm a t ion  in to  t h e  e d u ­
c a t io na l  s y s t e m s  of  each  c o u n t r y .

T h e s e  s e s s i o n s  will e s t a b l i s h  each  n a t i o n ’s 
i m p o r t a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  f o r  f u t u r e  h i s t o r i e s .  
T h r o u g h  t h e  u s e  of  v i d e o t a p e  a n d  r e c o r d ­
i n g s ,  t h e  m a te r ia l  will be  d e v e l o p e d  in to  
e d u c a t i o n a l  v e h i c l e s  f o r  u s e  in u n i v e r s i t i e s  
a n d  o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  in E u r o p e  a n d  t h e  
Un i ted  S t a t e s .

P a r t i c i p a t i n g c o u n t r i e s  i n c l u d e  A u s t r i a ,  Be l ­
g iu m ,  D e n m a r k ,  F r a n c e ,  G r e a t  B r i t a i n ,
I t a l y ,  L u x e m b o u r g ,  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s ,  N o r ­
way a n d  t h e  Un i ted  S t a t e s .

Social  a n d  o t h e r  s p e c i a l  e v e n t s  a r e  p l a n n e d  
i n c l u d i n g  n i g h t l y  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  of  a u t h e n t i c

"R un it up ih’ mountain agin, Joe. I t  ain’t hot enough.

NEW BULGE MONUMENT? 

NEW BULGE MUSEUM?

S u r e  E n o u g h . Read On! ! !

w ar t ime a n d  d o c u m e n t a r y  f i lms,  v i s i t s  to s i g ­
n i f ic a n t  R e s i s t a n c e  a n d  Bat t le  of  t h e  Bulge  
loca l i t i es  in th e  a r e a ,  a n d  open  d i s c u s s i o n  
p e r i o d s  with each p r e s e n t e r  in which 
t h o s e  who a t t e n d  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  will h a v e  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  to p a r t i c i p a t e  in " Q u e s t i o n s  
a n d  A n s w e r s "  s e s s i o n s .  The  role of  t h e s e  
c l a n d e s t i n e  u n i t s  in t h e  Bat t le  of th e  
B u lg e  will be  f e a t u r e d .

C o n ta c t  Ga laxy  T o u r s  for  d e ta i le d  i n f o r m a ­
t ion a t  t h e  a d d r e s s  sho wn a b o v e .

. . . B e r n a r d  L. La rk in

> > > » :
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Old Warriors Relive WWII 
Battle of Bridge at Remagen

Editor's note: Kan Hechter, au­
thor of the booii "The Bridge at R e­
magen" which was made Into a 
movie, wrote this reprise of the bat­
tle for The A sso c ia te d  P ress. 
Hechter, a veteran o f the battle, is 
now secretary o f sta te  for W est Vir­
ginia. He served in Congress for 18 
years and was a speech writer for 
President Harry S. Truman.
By Ken Hechler 
For The Associated Press

It was on a gray and drizzly after­
noon 40 years ago on -March 7 that 
a small group of American soldiers 
surprised the German defenders of 
a bridge over the Rhine River at 
Remagen and scored a major tri­
umph of World War II.

After their winter victories In 
the “BatOe of the Bulge,” the Allied 
armies had pressed forward to con­
front Germany’s proudest defen­
sive barrier: the Rhine. Assault 
boats were poised for what was ex­
pected to be the most difficult and 
costly cross-water attack since D- 
day.

One by one, the Germans blew 
up the bridg^ spanning the Rhine 
as the Americans approached. The 
railroad bridge at Remagen, mid­
way between Cologne and Koblenz, 
was also prepared for demolition 
as the American 9th Armored Divi­
sion advanced.

A tall Infantry lieutenant named 
Karl Timmermann* of West Point, 
Neb., was one of the first to spot the 
bridge as he emerged from a clear­
ing in the woods two miles above 
the river.

Lt. Col. Leonard E. Engeman, a 
Minnesotan commanding the at­
tacking task force, ordered his 
tanks and infantry to attack the 
town of Remagen and the ap' 
proaches to the bridge.

Brig. Gen. William M. Hoge, the 
leader of “Combat Command B" of 
the 9th Armored Division, arrived 
early in the afternoon of March 7, 
scanned the bridge with, his field 
glasses, and reflected on his orders 
to turn south and link up with the 
hard<hargjng armored troops of 
Gen. George F>atton. Instead of fol­
lowing orders, Hoge decided to at­
tack the bridge, even while* the 
German defenders were obviously 
trying to blow it up.

As they had planned, the Ger^ 
mans first blew a gaping anti-tank 
crater at the approaches to the

bridge, making it impossible for 
American armor to get on the 
bridge.

Amid the swirling confusion of 
shot and shell, Maj. Murtay De- 
evers, commander of the 27th Ar­
mored Infantry Battalion, ordered 
Lt. Timmermann to take his infan­
trym en  across. T im m erm ann  
glanced at the knots of German sol­
diers ready to push the plunger to 
send the bridge sky-high, and 
asked: “What if the bridge blows up 
in my face?”

Deevers avoided Timmermann’s 
steady gaze and walked away with­
out a word. Timmermann then 
knew it was almost a suicide mis­
sion, but he did not hesitate. “All 
right, we’re going across,” he 
barked to his men, as he started to 
move forward.

Suddenly, a tremendous explo­
sion two-thirds of the way across 
the bridge seemed to lift the whole 
structure up from its foundations. 
Girders flew into the air. Then it 
miraculously settled back, visibly 
trembling.

"G e t going ,” T im m erm an n  
yelled, leading his men across in 
the face of German machine-gun 
fire from the 1,100-foot bridge and 
its stone towers.

The attackers weaved, ran in 
short bursts, and tried to take cover 
now and then behind bridge sup­
ports. Three armored engineers — 
Lt. Hugh Mott and Sgts. Eugene 
Dorland and John Reynolds — 
scrambled underneath the bridge 
and worked furiously to disconnect 
the wires to the remaining demoli­
tion charges.

It was a sad-faced, gangly Infan­
tryman from Toledo, Ohio, Alex 
Drabik, whose long legs helped 
him become the first American sol­
dier to cross the Rhine. His com­
pany commander, Timmermann, 
was the first officer across. Once 
the anti-tank c ra te r  had been 
filled, the first tanks began to ease 
across the shaky bridge In the 
blackness of a cloudy and moon­
less night.

Back at his headquarters, Gen. 
Omar Bradley was having a sharp 
argument with Gen. Dwight Elsen­
hower’s Operations Officer, MaJ. 
Gen. Harold R. “Pink” Bull. In the 
face of Bradley’s order to push 
troops and tanks across the bridge 
at Hemagen, Bull shrugged; “Sure, 
you’ve got a bridge, Brad, but what
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good is It going to do you? You’re 
not going a n ^ h e re  down there at 
Remagen. It just doesn’t fit into the 
plan.”

B rad ley  an g rily  sho t back: 
“What in hell do you want us to do, 
pull back and blow it up?”

E isenhow er, as the suprem e 
commander of allied forces, had 
the final say, and he immediately 
ordered all available troops and ar­
mor to be rushed to Remagen. 
Within 24 hours, 8,000 men had 
crossed the bridge, reinforced by 
tanks, tank destroyers and anti-air- 
craft units.

As A m erican  in fa n try m e n  
climbed a sheer, 600-foot cliff on 
the other side of the Rhine, they 
marvelled that the German de­
fenders had not used this strategic 
height to mow them down as they 
attacked. The Americans learned 
later that a German anti-aircract 
unit had been, for some unknown 
reason, transferred from atop the 
cliff, and its replacement had not 
arrived by March 7.

Infuriated by the capture of the 
Remagen Bridge, Adolf Hitler sent 
out an execution squad to shoot 
three majors and one lieutenant 
unjustly charged with the responsi­
bility. He ordered all available 
troops to the area for counterat­
tacks to try and wipe out the 
bridgehead.

Mammoth railroad guns plas­
tered the bridge. For the first time 
in the war, new jet planes swooped 
in to try to destroy the prize the 
Americans had captured. Wernher 
von Braun aimed V-2 rockets at the 
bridge. The A m ericans moved 
heavy cranes onto the injured 
bridge to shore it up.

On the afternoon of March 17 — 
exactly 10 days aiter its capture — 
the Remagen Bridge shuddered 
and collapsed into the Rhine, car­
rying 28 American engineers to 
their deaths. But by then the pon­
toon and treadway bridges were in 
full operation and the bridge had 
served its purpose.

From Remagen, the American 
GIs rushed on to the autobahn, and 
formed the southern spearhead 
which encircled 300,000 German 
troo0s in the Ruhr. The end of the 
war in Europe came within two 
months.

Today, American and German 
veterans of the battle reassembled 
at Remagen ftir a reconciliation 
ceremony.



New bulge Monument Dedicated
On March 3,  1985, t h e  9 th  A rm or ed  Division As soc i a t i on  with L u x e m b o u r g  a n d  Uni ted  
S t a t e s  of f ic ia l s  d e d i c a t e d  in M e d e r n a c h , L u x e m b o u r g ,  a monument  to t h e  memory of  t h o s e  
who f o u g h t  a n d  d ied  in t h e  d e f e n s e  a n d  l i b e r a t i o n  of  t h a t  c o u n t r y .

T h e  m o num ent  is  a 10-foot  obe l i sk  wi th f o u r  b r o n z e  t a b l e t s  a n d  t h e  9th Armored  Division 
i n s i g n i a .  T h r e e  of  t h e  t a b l e t s  d e s c r i b e  t h e  com ba t  a c t i o n s  of each  of  th e  t h r e e  combat  
com m ands  while t h e  f o u r t h  c o n t a i n s  a map a n d  d e s c r i p t i o n  of  t h e  o v e ra l l  b a t t l e  a c t i o n .  
T h e  mo nu m ent  was c o n t r i b u t e d  b y  t h e  Division Ass o c ia t i o n .

T h e  Divis ion  -  ca l led t h e  " G h o s t  Div is ion" 
b y  t h e  Wehrm acht  -  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  f o u g h t  
in t h e  d e f e n s e  of  B a s t o g n e  a n d  a l so  in 
s t o p p i n g  t h e  main Ge rm an a t t a c k  in t h e  
S t .  V i t h - M a l m e d y - S t a v e l o t  a r e a .

T h e i r  Royal  H i g h n e s s e s ,  Cr ow n P r i n c e  
Henr i  a n d  wife Maria T e r e s a ,  a n d  U . S .

f

Thp monumpnt a f t e r  t h e  u n v e i l i n g  by Crown P r i n c e
Henri  w i t h  General  Ruhlen l o o k i n g  on

The f u l l  monument o v e r  t h e  h e a d s  o f  t h e  crowd

A m b a s s a d o r  J o h n  E.  Dolibois p a r t i c i p a t e d  
in t h e  d e d i c a t i o n .  Major G e n e r a l  G eo rg e  
R u h l e n ,  p r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  9th Arm or ed  
Divis ion A s s o c ia t i o n ,  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  130 
a s s o c ia t i o n  m em ber s  p r e s e n t  f o r  t h e  
c e r e m o n y .

In a d d i t i o n  to t h e i r  Royal  H i g h n e s s e s  a n d  
t h e  Amer ican  A m b a s s a d o r ,  t h e  g u e s t s  of 
h o n o r  i n c l u d e d  f o u r  m i n i s t e r s  o f  t h e  L u x ­
e m b o u r g  g o v e r n m e n t :  Mr. Marc F i s c h -  
b a c h , M in is t e r  of  t h e  Armed F o r c c s ;  Mr.
R o b e r t  K r i e p s ,  M in is te r  of  C u l t u r a l  A f f a i r s ;  Mr.  Marcel  S c h l e c t e r ,  Minis te r  of T r a n s p o r t s  
a n d  Road C o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  Mr. R e n e  S t e i c h e n ,  M in is te r  of A g r i c u l t u r e .  Also p r e s e n t  
w e re  s e v e r a l  d e p u t i e s  of  t h e  L u x e m b o u r g  c h a m b e r  a n d  m ay o r s  of n e i g h b o r i n g  t o w n s .

M e d e r n a c h  m ayor  ( b u r g o m e i s t e r )  Alois Lies o p e n e d  t h e  d e d ic a t i o n  c e rem o n ie s  with a wel­
come to t h e  g u e s t s  of  h o n o r .  He s p o k e  of  t h e  Nazi  o c c u p a t i o n  f rom 1940 to 1944 d u r i n g  
which  t h e y  w e r e  p e r s e c u t e d ,  d e p o r t e d  a n d  t a k e n  to c o n c e n t r a t i o n  c a m p s .  T h e i r  y o u t h  
w e r e  f o r c e d  to join t h e  l a b o r - s e r v i c e  u n i t s  of  t h e  German  a r m y .

Major Lies s a i d ,  " Y o u ,  d e a r  Amer ican  f r i e n d s ,  came to o u r  r e s c u e  a n d  b r o u g h t  u s  back  
f r e e d o m  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n c e .  We'd l ike  to t h a n k  y ou  f rom t h e  bo t to m s  of  o u r  h e a r t s ,  
t o d a y ,  40 y e a r s  l a t e r . "  He s p o k e  "of  t h e  immense  h a r d s h i p s  you had  to s u f f e r ;  we know 
of  t h e  t h o u s a n d s  of  y o u n g  A m er i can s  who pa id  t h e  fu l l  p r i c e  a n d  lie b u r i e d  in t h e  
d i f f e r e n t  E u r o p e a n  c e m e t e r i e s . "  ( C o n t i n u e d  on P a g e  1 8 )
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Reunion
517 PARACHUTE REGIMENTAL COMBAT 
TEAM, El T r o p l c a n o  Hote l,  San Antonio,  
T e x a s ,  26-28 J u n e  1985. (Bil l  Lewis ,  6600 
Jos i e  Lane ,  H u d s o n ,  FL 33567) .

106TH INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION 
(GOLDEN LIO NS) ,  S h e r a t o n  Lakeview 
R e s o r t ,  M org a n to w n ,  WV, 18-21 J u l y  1985. 
(T e d  J .  S t r a u b ,  948 C h e s t n u t  R id ge  R d . ,  
M or gant ow n ,  WV, (304)  599-4550) .

5TH MEDICAL B N . ,  5TH INFANTRY DIVI­
SION R e u n i o n ,  New P h i la d e lp h ia ,  OH, 30 
Aug-2  Sep 1985. ( J o s e p h  Fa b ia n o ,  448 - 3d 
S t . ,  N . E . ,  New P h i la d e lp h ia ,  OH 44663) .

83d INFANTRY DIVISION ASSN . , ( WWII), 
39th A nnu al  R e u n i o n ,  T h e  " P i n e s , "  S.  
F a l l s b u r g h ,  NY, 9-11 Sep 1985. ( R o b e r t  
D e r i c k s o n ,  3749 S t a h l h e b e r  R d . ,  Hami lton,  
OH 05013).

84TH INFANTRY DIVISION, 40th R e u n io n ,  
Holiday Inn E a s t ,  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  IL, 3-8 Aug 
1985. (M aur ice  Wolfson, 44 Gill Lane  2F,  
I se l in ,  NJ 08830) .

2ND (INDIAN HEAD) DIVISION, C a t h e d r a l  
Hill Hotel ,  San  F r a n c i s c o ,  CA, 17-20 J u l y  
1985. (Alex  L e p t a k ,  6856 Day D r iv e ,
Par ma ,  OH 44129).

14TH TANK BATTALION A S S N . ,  9th 
ARMORED DIVISION,  Milwaukee,  WI, 29-31 
Aug 1985. ( A n t h o n y  R. Z ie g l e r ,  171 S e d g e -  
field D r . ,  H a r a h a n ,  LA 70123).

7TH ARMORED DIVISION A S S N . ,  39th An­
nua l  R eu n io n ,  C i n c i n n a t i ,  OH, 11-14 Sep
1985. (Glenn  R.  F a c k l e r ,  23218 S p r i n g -  
br ook  D r . ,  F a r m in g to n  Hills,  MI 48024) .

Co. B, 55TH ARMORED INFANTRY DIVIS­
ION, S t .  Louis ,  MO, 13-15 Sep 1985.
(G e o rg e  L. R e im er ,  12463 Roth Hills D r . ,  
Maryland  Hts ,  MO 63043, (314) 434-4733) .

16TH FIELD ARTILLERY OBSERVATION 
BATTALION,  D r a w b r i d g e  I n n ,  F t .  Mitchel l ,  
KY, 28 J u n e  1985. (16th F . O . B . ,  P . O .
Box 767, C h a r l e s t o n ,  WV 25323) .
511TH ENGR. LT.  PONTON C O . ,  Amer icana  
Host Farm R e s o r t s ,  L a n c a s t e r ,  PA, J u n e  
14-16,1985. (Nick  R o sa n ia ,  Main S t . ,  Box 
412, Whi tehouse  S t a t i o n ,  NJ 08822.  Te le :  
(201) 534-2728) .

285TH FLD. ARTY.  OBS.  B N . ,  19th A nnua l  
Re u n io n ,  L a n c a s t e r ,  PA,  a r e a ,  S e p .  6 -8 ,
1985. ( C h a s .  A. Hammer,  767 P e a r l  A v e . ,  
Manheim, PA 17545.

NEW BULGE MONUMENT DEDICATED 
( C o n t i n u e d  f rom P a g e  17 )

T h e  Mayor  s t r e s s e d  "All t h o s e  we h o n o r  
t o d a y  not  on ly  won a b a t t l e ,  t h e y  r e s t o r e d  
f r e e d o m  a n d  p e a c e  in t h i s  p a r t  of  t h e  
g lo be  a n d  th i s  f o r  a s  lo ng  a p e r i o d  as  
w e 'v e  n e v e r  ha d  b e f o r e . "  He e x p r e s s e d  
ho p e  t h a t  t h e  U ni ted  S t a t e s  would c o n ­
t i n u e  to  g u a r a n t e e  p e a c e .

C e rc l e  d ' E t u d e s  s u r  la Batai l l e  d e s  A r d ­
e n n e s  (CE BA ) is  a L u x e m b o u r g  o r g a n i z a ­
t ion of  550 m em b er s  d e v o t e d  to  t h e  s t u d y  
a n d  d i s s e m in a t i o n  of  t h e  h i s t o r y  of  t h e  
b a t t l e  o f  t h e  b u l g e  ( A r d e n n e s ) .  T h e i r  
m e m b e r s  p a r t c i p a t e d  in t h e  p l a n n i n g ,  
e r e c t i o n  a n d  d e d i c a t i o n  of  t h e  9 th Arm or ed  
Division  mo nu m ent  in M e d e r n a c h .

CEBA P r e s i d e n t  Camille P.  Kohn s p o k e  
with d r a m a t i c  f e e l i n g  of  t h e i r  g r a t i t u d e  to 
t h e  Amer ican  t r o o p s .  J o h n  Mi lmeister  
s e r v e d  a s  t h e  m a s t e r  of  c e r e m o n i e s  of  
t h e  d e d i c a t i o n  c e r e m o n y .  S e c r e t a r y  Til ly 
Kimmes,  who a t t e n d e d  t h e  D e c e m b e r  1984 
VBOB m ee t ing  in A r l i n g t o n ,  VA, c a p a b l y  
s e r v e d  in a l ia ison c a p a c i t y .

O t h e r  CEBA m e m b e r s  s e r v e d  a s  h o s t s  a n d  
g u i d e s  f o r  t h e  Amer ican  c o n t i n g e n t .
Among t h e  l a t t e r  was J o h n  Welter  whos e  
d e ta i l e d  k n o w l e d g e  of  all  t h e  mi l i t a ry  u n i t s  
a n d  a c t i o n s  in L u x e m b o u r g  a d d e d  a sp ec ia l  
t r e a t  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  f o r  t h e  t o u r i n g  
A m e r i c a n s .

T h e  c e r e m o n y  i n c l u d e d  a co lo r  g u a r d  of  
t h e  1st U . S .  A rm or ed  Div is i on .  Members  
of  t h e  Amer ican  g r o u p  c a r r i e d  t h e  co l or s  
of  t h e  comb at  e l e m e n ts  of  t h e  9 th Armo red  
Division  wi th no in d ic a t i o n  t h a t  40 y e a r s  
ha d  p a s s e d  s in c e  t h e y  las t  m a r c h e d  in a 
p r e c i s i o n  f o r m a t i o n .

An a u t h e n t i c  to u c h  was p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  
je e p s  a n d  o t h e r  v e h i c l e s  of  T h e  Allied Mili­
t a r y  Vehic le D r i v e r s  c l u b  of  L u x e m b o u r g  
w hos e  m em b er s  own 42 mi l i t a ry  v e h i c l e s  of 
t h e  1940-45 p e r i o d .

T h e  m onum ent  is  lo ca te d  in M e d e r n a c h ,
G . D .  L u x e m b o u r g ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  15 miles 
n o r t h  of  L u x e m b o u r g  Ci ty  on la n d  p r o v ­
id e d  b y  t h e  h o s t  g o v e r n m e n t .

Fol lowing  t h e  d e d i c a t i o n ,  t h e  Amer ican  
g r o u p  v i s i t e d  t h e  new A r d e n n e s  b a t t l e  
mus eum in D i e k i r c h .

A
18



LUXEMBOURG REVISITED
E d w a r d  P .  T h o m a s ,  P a s t  Nat iona l  C om m and e r  
of  t h e  E i g h t i e t h  Divis ion  V e t e r a n s  A sso c ia ­
t i o n ,  w r i t e s  to  c o n g r a t u l a t e  t h e  VBOB s t a f f  
which  o r g a n i z e d  t h e  N o v e m b e r  G e n e r a l  Mem­
b e r s h i p  Meet ing  t h a t  he a n d  Mrs.  Thomas  
a t t e n d e d .  He te l l s  o f  t h e i r  m i d - D e c e m b e r  
v i s i t  to L u x e m b o u r g  f o r t y  y e a r s  l a t e r  a f t e r  
" t h e  b ig  b a t t l e . "  T h e y  w e r e  a s t o u n d e d  b y  
t h e  n u m e r o u s  c e r e m o n i e s  b e i n g  h e l d .  Ed

m en t i o n s  t h a t  Mme. Til ly Kimmes,  CEBA 
S e c r e t a r y ,  p r o v i d e d  a s c h e d u l e  of  a c t i v i t i e s  
fo r  most  d a y s  of  t h e i r  v i s i t  t h e r e .  S a y in g  
t h a t  t h e  L u x e m b o u r g  peop le  p a y  t r i b u t e  to 
t h e  Amer ican  s o l d i e r  all  of t h e  t ime a n d  t h a t  
" t h e y  n e v e r  f o r g e t , "  he e x p r e s s e d  t h e i r  

^ a p p r e c i a t i o n  to Til ly a n d  R o g e r  Kimmes,
Er ica  a n d  Camille Kohn ,  T e r e s a  a n d  J e a n  
Mi lmeister  a n d  all t h a t  CEBA did f o r  th em .

Ed T h o m a s  p r e s e n t s  an  
t o  M a y o r  Ed J u n c k e r  o 
M a r g a r e t  G e o r g i n a  P a t  
G e n e r a l  G e o r g e  S .  P a t

8 0 t h  D i v i s i o n  p l a q u e  
f  E t t l e b r u c k  a s  S i s t e r  
t o n ,  g r a n d - d a u g h t e r  o f  
io n ,  j r . ,  looks on.

Ed T h o m a s ,  c e n t e r ,  w i t h  CEBA p r e s i d e n t  
C a m i l l e  Ko hn  a t  h i s  l e f t  a n d  o t h e r  CEBA 
m e m b e r s  p l a c e  a f l o r a l  a r r a n g e i n t ;  n L a L  Ltie 
e x a c t  l u c a t i u r i  o i n u  L i m e  a n d  O n L l l e  S a m e  

d a v  o f  t h e  MALMEDY MASSACRE - 4 0  y e a r s  a g o .

New
Bulge
Museum
Opens

A S e p t e m b e r  i s s u e  of  t h e  S t a t e n  I s l and  A d v a n c e  p u b l i c iz e s  t h e  
t h i r d  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  Bu lg e  museum to op en  in th e  G r a n d  D u chy  
of  L u x e m b o u r g .  T h is  on e  is in Diek i rch  — th e  o t h e r s  a r e  in 
C l e r v a u x  a n d  Wiltz.  T h e  new museum is u n i q u e  in t h a t  it 
c o n t a i n s  a r t i f a c t s  a s  a memorial  to b o th  t h e  American an d  
German f o r c e s  of  t h e  b a t t l e .

T h e  co l le c t i on ,  u n d e r w a y  f ive  y e a r s ,  o u t g r e w  t h e  homes of  t h e  
f ive  y o u n g  men who w o r k e d  on it  a n d  it  was moved to  a 
d e f u n c t  b r e w e r y  b u i l d i n g  d o n a t e d  b y  t h e  town f a t h e r s .

A most  h e a r t - s t o p p i n g  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  new w ar  museum is t h e  
c a s e s  of  p h o t o s  of y o u n g  Am er ic ans  a n d  y o u n g  G e r m a n s ,  so 
many f r o z e n  in y o u t h  f o r  e t e r n i t y ,  r e i n f o r c i n g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
w a r  i s  a y o u n g  m a n ' s  d e s t i n y .

D ed ic a t e d  a t  t h e  same time a s  t h e  museum was a c i ty  monument  
in a p a r k  b e h i n d  t h e  town hall  in D ie k i r c h .  The  r e b u i l t  
D ic k i r c h  b r i d g e ,  o v e r  which  t h e  to w n s p e o p l e  w ere  e v a c u a t e d ,  
is in t h e  b a c k g r o u n d  of  t h e  p a r k .  A b r o n z e  p l a q u e  of  th e  
b r i d g e  on t h e  m o nu m en t  is  t h e  wor k  of  a German a r t i s t .

THE BULGE BUGLE is i n d e b t e d  to B e v e r l y  Gi lmore,  an  e d i t o r  
on t h e  s t a f f  of  t h e  S t a t e n  I s la nd  A d v a n c e , f o r  t h e  in fo rm at i on  
p r o v i d e d  a b o v e .

19



A nd---
Roland Gaul ,  C u r a t o r  of t h e  Diek i rc h  His ­
tor ic a l  Museum (Les  Amis de  L 'H is to i re  de 
D i e k i r c h )  w r i t e s  to r e q u e s t  p u b l i c i z in g  t h e  
museum as  he  be l i e v e s  it of  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  
to many e x - G I ' s  go in g  to L u x e m b o u r g .  M. 
Gaul  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  m u se u m 's  n u m e r o u s  l i fe -  
s ize d i o r a m a s ,  co l lec t ions  of U . S .  a n d  G e r ­

man e q u i p m e n t ,  w e a p o n s  a n d  p e r s o n a l i z e d  
i tems d o n a t e d  b y  v e t e r a n s .  T h e  m at e r ia l  
r e c e i v e d  f rom IVI. Gaul  will be  f o r w a r d e d  to 
VBO B's  museum  a t  F t .  G e o r g e  G. Meade,  
M a r y l a n d .  P i c t u r e d  below a r e  d i o r a m a s  of  
an  e v a c u a t i o n  s c e n e  of  a m o t h e r  a n d  
5 - y e a r - o l d  ch i ld  p a s s i n g  a jeep  b e l o n g i n g  
to Co.  A, 103d E n g i n e e r s  a n d  a 5 th D iv is ­
ion "R ed Diamond"  BAR g u n m a n  in m a k e ­
s h i f t  s n o w d r e s s .  . . . E d .

-  \  •'•A -  .

MARYLAND-D.C. CHAPTER
T he  M a ry la n d -D  . C . C h a p t e r  o f  VBOB met 
on S u n d a y ,  March 17th f o r  a com bina t ion  
S t .  P a t r i c k ' s  Day P a r t y  a n d  B u s i n e s s  Meet­
i n g .

It was he ld  a t  th e  L a u r e l ,  MD, Amer ican 
Legion Hall with a p p r o x i m a t e l y  50 people  
a t t e n d i n g .

T he  a d o p t e d  C h a p t e r  name was  " T h e  Lib­
e r a t o r "  a n d  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r  name is " T h e  
M arc he r "  with P e t e r  G. Dounis  a s  E d i to r  
a n d  E. L. Loiacono,  A s s ' t .  E d i t o r .

T he  M a r y l a n d - D . C . C h a p t e r  i s  t h e  t h i r d  
of ficial ly e s t a b l i s h e d  VBOB c h a p t e r  in t h e  
c o u n t r y .

I am in f o r m e d  t h a t  a 
c h a n g e  s h o u l d  be  
made on Pa g e  15 of 
o u r  J a n u a r y  1985 ed i t i o n  to a d d ,  
u n d e r  " 9 / 2 9 / 8 4 , "  a "Wrea th  L a y i n g "  
e v e n t  in Malmedy,  Belgium b y  
" R o b e r t  J .  V a n H o u t e n . "

E D I T O R ’S 
Q  
U 
A
n
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Local Man Returns To 1944 Battlegrounds 
For Reunion Of Battle Of The Bulge Vets

bv Ellen JamlMD

Korty years ago Roy G odshall, 70, 
a form er Souderton res iden t, w as a 
m em ber of the U.S. A rm y’s 26th 
Infantry. Yankee Division, which 
participated  in the  B attle of the 
3ulge, one of the m ost im portan t and 
costliest b a ttles  of the  w ar. Fpr 
•odshall the m em ories of the  battle  

in d  the w ar are  as vivid today as they 
A'cre w hen he was a 30-year old 
■nfantPr'man.

U nfortunately, G odshall notes. 
People now adays d o n 't know about 

W W II.”  In fact, the  W W II veteran  
said he felt the  people of Belgium, 
Luxem bourg and the N etherlands 
•vere much m ore aw are and  much 
more gratefu l for the part the 
A m ericans played in the war (iiaii iiis 
own countrym en. But then maybe 
that is because G odshall and his 
fellow soldiers w ere the liberators of 
ihesc countries, which had been 
sub jugaied  by the G erm ans.

From Sept. 25 to Oct. 5, Godshall 
A-as one of 240 veterans of the Battle 
of the Bulge who w ent on a tour of 
the tow ns and battlefields of the 
three countries. The tou r was a r ­
ranged through the V eterans of the 
Battle of the Bulge of A rlington. VA.

and for G odshall it was the  first tim e 
he had re tu rn ed  to E urope since 
being a m em ber of the 2bth Infantry.

The recip ien t of two Purple H earts 
and four Bronze S tars, G odshall said 
these  aw ards d o n 't hold as much 
significance for him  as the  honorary 
diplom a he received last m onth from 
the town of Liege. Belgium for his 
part in the B attle of the Bulge and 
the liberation of th a t area.

The alm ost two-week stay  was 
m arked by o ther honors and recep ­
tions including a reception  m a town 
hall in Luxem bourg in which the 
veterans w ere trea ted  to d inner and a 
wine toast.

The 240 ve te rans re tu rn ing  th is fall 
wore bu ttons containing the  words. 
“ O peration Friendly Invasion”  a 
rem inder th a t th e ir re tu rn  in 1984 
w as strictly for good will and 
renew ing friendsh ips.

Every town the group visited had a 
parade or had  services in the  Town 
Hall and  a speech by the  mayor. 
G odshall said they took tours everv' 
day to  points of in te rest and b a ttle ­
fields. At one point they stopped a t a 
w(Kxi:» aiuiig a ii<tlTv>w road and the 
tour guide noted tha t this w as w here 
the 26th Division w as sta tioned. The 
fox holes w ere still visible.

G odshall said the trip  also gave 
him and his fellow veterans an oppor­
tunity  to rem em ber fallen cuiiuiidcb 
and to  place a w reath  on the grave of 
G en. G eorge Patton , their com­
m ander. G odshall said he was 108_ 

■ in romT^af during  the 'T>aTne 
which lasted  from Dec. 24. 1944 to 
Feb. 28. 1945, and  during  th a t tim e 
m any of his friends lost their lives. 
The W W II veteran  said casualties for 
the battle  w ere se t at 8.000 b u t he 
thinks many more died in the battle , 
which w as the  last G erm an offensive.

le a r s  till G odshall s eyes as he 
talks of a gcxxl friend picked off by a 
German sniper tbev <tfw1 in
front of a church, or of the w ounded 
w lio ivcrc vxtCutvd they lay on the 
ground. G odshall h im self w as h it in 
the  leg and the shoulder during  the 
battle  and  for this he received his

Purple H earts.
But there  were also happy m em or­

ies, a s  Godshall had  an  opportunity 
to visit with a family in M alm edy. 
B elgium , and  view  a flag which w as 
m ade back in 1944 fr® m 'scraps of 
m aterial. In addition . G odshall said 
he visited a m onum ent which was 
erected  in the town to honor the 24th 
division.
- G odshall said . '1 never had a b e tte r 

tim e in my life”  and now he is 
m aking plans for ano ther visit to 
E urope next spring with his son Paul, 
who also accom panied him on this 
trip . During this trip  G odshall said he 
hopes to  look up  m ore form er 
acquaintances or their relatives.

W hen Godshall re tu rned  to the 
s ta tes  a fte r his discharge in 1946 he 
w ent to work a t his m other’s re s tau ­
ran t in Lansdale. He then set up his 
own antique business. G odshall A n­
tiques on a property off Rt. 152 in 
Silverdale, Hilltown Township. The 
veteran  decided to re tire  from the

ON LEAVE - Roy G odshall. now a 
residen t of Hilltown Tow nship, is 
shown here when he was hom e on 
leave in Souderton in 1942.

The form er Souderton resident 
recently w as one of 240 veterans of 
the B attle of the Bulge to  visit the 
towns in E urope which played a 
s ignificant part in the  Battle

A SPECIAL FLAG - This A m erican flag w as m ade 40 years ago by a w om an 
from  M alm edy. B elgium , who to<* scraps of m aterial to  fashion a flag  to 
m ark the  liberation  of her town by the A m ericans.

The flag w as pu t away in an attic  of the  hom e of the w om an 's daugh ter, 
and  b rough t ou t fui display during  the reunioo tour of the 26th !nfantr>'.

an tique business, and he worked 
part-tim e for the  Telford Lutheran 
Home.

A m em ber of W arren Royer Post 
234. A m erican Legion. Souderton, 
G odshall still lives a t the Rt. 152, 
Hilltown Township address. He typi­
fies w hat the  A merican Legion is all

about; patriotism  and a pride in 
serving his country.

He and the  239 o thers who recently 
participated  in the Battle of the 
Bulge reunion serve as a rem inder to 
all of us of the sacrifices m ade by 
them  and their com rades a genera­
tion ago.

40 YFARS AGO - Roy G odshall of 
H illtown Township is p ictured  here 
40 years ago stand ing  in front of a 
G erm an pillbox in M etz. France.

TITLE OF GRATEFULNESS - Roy G odshall, 70, of Hilltown Township, and 
a native of ^ouderton, reccctly  re tu rned  froni a tour o f the towns end 
battlefields which w ere part of the Battle of the Bulge of WWII.

W elcomed alm ost everyw here they visited in Belgium. Luxembourg and 
H olland. Godshall and the 239 o ther veterans oa the tour received various 
m em entoes o f their trip . Godshall is shown here displaying an honorary 
diploma aw arding him the “ Title o f  G ratefu lness”  for h is aid in liberating 
the town of Liege, Belgium. -Independen t-T im es photo

AT PATTON’S GRAVE • Roy G odshall, right, and his son Paul, took time 
to visit the  g rave of G eneral G eorge Patton, G odshall’s com m ander during 
WWII ®
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VETERANS OF THE BATTLE OF TH E BULGE
P O. BOX 11129 

ARLINGTON. VIRGINIA 22210-2129

Apri l  24, 1985 

Dear  Member :

T hi s  c o n c e r n s  a r e c e n t  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  a n n o u n c e m e n t  f rom T h e  White House .  

P r e s i d e n t  R eaga n  is to a t t e n d  an economic  summit  m e e t i n g  in B o n n ,  West 

G e r m a n y ,  on a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t h e  40th a n n i v e r s a r y  of  V-E Day.

T h e  White House  o r ig in a l ly  a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  p l a n s  to v i s i t  

a German mi l i ta ry  c e m e t e r y  a n d  lay a w r e a t h .  T h e  s u p p o s e d  r e a s o n  is  a 

c o r r e c t i v e  ac t ion  f o r  e x c l u d i n g  West G e r m a n s  f rom p a r t i c i p a t i n g  a t  t h e  

40th D -D ay  commemorat ion in 1984.

The  VBOB fee l s  t h a t  t h i s  is  an  e r r o r  s i n c e ,  on  t h i s  t r i p ,  t h e r e  a r e  no 

p l a n s  f o r  a 40th V-E Day Commemorat ion o r  a v i s i t  b y  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  to 

an American c e m e t e r y  in E u r o p e  o r  some o t h e r  symb ol i c  r e c o g n i t i o n  of 

t h e  40th a n n i v e r s a r y  of  t h e  t e r m in a t i o n  of  World War I I .  And 1 so  

a d v i s e d  T h e  White House .

The  VBOB is not  ob l iv ious  to t h e  f ac t  t h a t  t ime a l t e r s  p e r s p e c t i v e s  

e spec ia l ly  in i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s .  Time h a s  m a r c h e d  o n .  Y e s t e r d a y ' s  

enemy is t o d a y ' s  f r i e n d  a n d  al ly a n d  v ice  v e r s a .

While t h e  p r o p o s e d  w r e a t h - l a y i n g  c a t e r s  to on e  of  VB OB' s  o b j e c t i v e s  — 

"To f o s t e r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  peace  a n d  goodwil l"  — t h e  P r e s i d e n t  s h o u l d  not  

b l i t h e ly  i g n o r e  what  t h e  E u r o p e a n  p h a s e  of  World War II was a b o u t  on 

th e  occas ion  of  t h e  40th a n n i v e r s a r y  of  V-E Day.

I t h i n k  you s h o u ld  know t h a t ,  a s  p r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  V e t e r a n s  of  t h e  Bat t le  

of  t h e  Bulge  a n d  a f t e r  c o n s u l t i n g  with o u r  E x e c u t i v e  Com mit tee ,  I cal led  

th e  e x e c u t i v e  off ice of  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  s t a t e d  o u r  v i e w p o i n t ,  t h u s  

p l a y i n g  a p a r t  in an a t t e m p t  to h a v e  T h e  White House  r e v ie w  t h e  m a t t e r .

Y ou r s  in C o m r a d e s h i p ,

/ ,  iX , )

ROBERT J .  VanHOUTEN 
P r e s i d e n t ,  V . B . O . B .
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DOUCHAMPS in J a n u a r y  1945 & J u l y  1982 
CouT*tGsy~C . A . M

( R e a d i n g  Mater ia l .  . .  C o n t ' d  . )

Each of  y o u  VBOB m e m b e r s  o b v i o u s l y  ha s  
a v e r y  k e e n  i n t e r e s t  in t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  of  t h a t  g r e a t  c a m p a i g n .  Most 
of  o u r  m e m b e r s  a c t u a l l y  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in t h a t  
b a t t l e  t h a t  was so  d e c i s i v e  in b r i n g i n g  
World War II to an  e n d .

O . K . ,  G u y s .  You h a v e  pa id  y o u r  d u e s  in 
t h e  f i g h t i n g  w a r ,  so l e t ' s  no t  h i d e  o u r  
l i g h t  u n d e r  a b a r r e l .  Let  t h e  wor ld  know 
how we p a r t i c i p a t e d  a n d  w h a t  b e t t e r  way  
t h a n  to make  r e a d i n g  m a te r i a l  a v a i l a b l e  to 
p eop le  who may be  c o m ple te ly  u n a w a r e  of 
o u r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s .

T h e r e  a r e  172 VA h o s p i t a l s  in t h e  U . S . A .  
a n d  t h e y  will welcome o u r  e f f o r t s  to make 
good r e a d i n g  m at e r ia l  a v a i l a b le  Lo the  
i n p a t i e n t s .  Each book will h a v e  a p a g e  
wi th a d o n a t i o n  m e s s a g e  f rom VBOB.  Y o u r  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  is e n c o u r a g e d .  P le a se  c o n t a c t  
me a t  o u r  VBOB Na t iona l  H e a d q u a r t e r s  
Off ice .  . . .Wil l iam A. S i m p k in s

Memorial Chapal In A rdennes Cem etery.

The and Sinpfi (he \aiionai fribune
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VETERANS OF THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE
P . O.  Box 1 1 1 2 9 ,  A r l i n g t o n ,  V i r g i n i a  2 2 2 1 0 - 2 1 2 9  

Annual Dues $10 
DONATIONS ARE W ELCOME

Name

Address .Phone I

_Birthdate_ 

_ ) _ __

Citv 5tele ..................... ji  " Z:ip

U'nitfsl to which assigned dunnc oeriod D ecem b eK ^  io44-Jaauarv as. ITXv. RcEl. Bn. Col
-

Camoaipn Ribbons and Battle stars awarded “*•' ,-t-' ' v

*
Woundprf

Caotured

Make check ot m oney order payable to VBOB and mail with tfi/s appltcalior to above address
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/CUSTOMER NO: 
GROUP A NO:

_RECORD NO: 
GROUP B NO:

(Above  -for o + f i c e  u s e  o n l v )

D A T E  R E C E I V E D :

P l e a s e  s h i p  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i t e m s  t o :  
NAME;

( f i r s t ) ( 1 a s t )
ADDRESS:

( n o ) ( s t r e e t ) ( c i t y )  ( s t a t e )  ( z i p )

ITEM
GROUP A 
A 1 P l a q u e  
A 2 P l a q u e  
A 3 P l a q u e

5"X 6"
5"X 7"
5" D ia m e t e r

*

2 Pen VBOB Desk S e t

PRICE

1 5 .  C)0 
18. OO 
1 1 . 0 0  
2 1 . OOA 4

* P l e a s e  e n g r a v e  B r a s s  P l a t e  w i t h :  
NAME 
UNIT 
UNIT

QUANITY TOTAL

GROUP B 
B 1 P a t c h  
B lA P a t c h  
B 2 P a t c h  
B 2A P a t c h  
D 1 D e c a l  
J 1 
J 2 
J Cl-
N 1

2 3 / 4 "  Uiam $  2 . 5 0
( W / c l u t c h )  4 . 0 0
4 3 / 4 "  Diam 6 . 0 0
( W / c l u t c h )  0 . 0 0
4" Diam 3 /  1 . 0 0

VBOB L a pe l  P in  ( W / c l u t c h )  7 . 0 0  
VBOB l i e  Tac (W/c . barS<chai n ) 7 .  00  
VBOB T i e  Bar 7 . 0 0
VBOB Neck T i e  1 0 . 0 0

Above  )ji“iCer=» erf ftn-uxvt; 1 
p o s t a g e  and e n g r a v i n g  o f  p l a q u e s  A1 ?v A2

TOTAL PURCHASES 
1 May, 19313 i n c l u d e


