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General M em bership M eeting  and  B anqu e t
We a r e  h o p i n g  to  s e e  yo u  a g a i n  a n d  all  t h e  new f a c e s .  Come f o r  t h e  c e r e m o n i o u s ,  
f e s t i v e ,  e d u c a t i o n a l  a n d  e n j o y a b l e  t h r e e  d a y s  a n d  n i g h t s  wi th  t h e  V e t e r a n s  of  t h e
B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u l g e ---- t h e  g r e a t e s t  b a t t l e  o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  w a r  e v e r  f o u g h t  b y  t h e
U n i te d  S t a t e s  A rm y .  You w e r e  an  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of  i t  a n d  may o n ly  h a v e  k n o w n  t h e  
l i t t l e  p i c t u r e ,  b u t  now you  c an  l e a r n  a b o u t  THE BIG P IC T U R E !

A f t e r  f o r t y  y e a r s  y ou  c an  p u t  t h e  p u z z l e  of  t h a t  s t r u g g l e  t o g e t h e r  a n d  follow w h e r e  
e ach  u n i t  f o u g h t  d u r i n g  t h a t  r e m a r k a b l e ,  d r a m a t i c ,  c o n t r o v e r s i a l ,  c o s t l y  a n d  p i v o t a l  
e p ic  b a t t l e  in o u r  mi l i t a ry  h i s t o r y .

N i n e t y - f i v e  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  Allied c a s u a l t i e s  w e r e  Am er i can  a n d  d r a s t i c a l l y  a t t e s t s  to 
o u r  i n v o l v e m e n t .  O u r  common p l i g h t  was to  f i g h t !

PROGRAM PLANS FOR THE GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING AND BANQUET
D e c e m b e r  13, 14 a n d  15, 1985

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1 3 th

1 :0 0  p .m . -  5 :0 0  p .m .
R e g i s t r a t i o n  

3 :3 0  p .m . -  5 :0 0  p .m .
B ook s & A u th o r s  & A u to 

g ra p h  S e s s io n  
1 :0 0  p .m . -  5 :0 0  p .m .

P h o to s  & D is p la y s  
3 :3 0  p .m . -  4 :3 0  p .m .

C om m ittee  M e e t in g s  
6 :0 0  p .m . -  8 : 0 0  p .m . 

R e c e p t io n

SATURDAY. DECEMBER 1 4 th

8 : 3 0  a .m . -  1 0 :0 0  a .m .
G e n e r a l M em bersh ip  M e e tin g  

1 0 :0 0  a .m . -  1 0 :1 5  a .m .
B reak

1 0 :1 5  a .m . -  1 0 :4 5  a .m .
N ew ly D e c l a s s i f i e d  F i lm s -  

B a t t l e  o f  th e  B u lg e  
1 0 :4 5  a .m . -  Noon

P r i s o n e r s  o f  War and T h e ir  
E x p e r ie n c e s

Noon -  1 :3 0  p .m .
Lunch

1 :3 0  p .m . -  3 :3 0  p .m .
B u s in e s s  S e s s io n  

1 :3 0  p .m . 1 :4 5  p .m .
New B u s in e s s  

1 :4 5  p .m . -  2 :1 5  p .m .
Comments by VBOB Members 

2 :1 5  p .m . -  2 :4 5  p .m .
R e p o r ts  by C om m ittee  

C hairm en  
2 :4 5  p .m . -  3 :1 0  p .m .

R e p o r ts  on P u b l i c a t i o n s  
and B ook s  

3 :1 0  p .m . -  3 :3 0  p .m .
N o m in a tio n  & E l e c t i o n  

o f  O f f i c e r s  
3 :3 0  p .m .

A d jou rn m en t 
5 :3 0  p .m . -  1 1 :0 0  p .m .

D in n e r  T h e a t e r ,  A le x a n 
d r i a ,  VA —  " F id d le r  
on t h e  R oof"  -  $ 3 1 .0 0  
p e r  p e r s o n  ( i n c l u d e s  
e n t r e e ,  d in n e r  and  
b u s t r a n s p o r t a t i o n )

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1 5 th

1 0 :3 0  a .m . -  Noon
M em oria l C erem ony, 

A r l in g t o n  N a t io n a l  
C em etery  

Noon -  3 :1 5  p .m .
Lunch and F r e e  Time 

3 :1 5  p .m . -  5 :0 0  p .m . 
N a t io n a l  C a th r e d r a l  

Program  
5 :0 0  p .m .

R etu rn  t o  H o t e l  
6 : 0 0  p .m . -  7 :3 0  p .m . 

B a n q u et G a la  and  
S o c i a l  Hour 

7 :3 0  p .m . -  9 : 0 0  p .m .  
D in n e r , S p e e c h e s  and  

I n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  
New O f f i c e r s  

9 : 0 0  p .m . -  M id n ig h t  
D a n c in g  Sr R e m in is c in g  

M id n ig h t  -  Fond F a r e w e l l s  
U n t i l  N ex t Y ear!



VBOB Officers and Staff
THE BULGE BUGLE is  t h e  off icia l  p u b l i c a 
t ion of  V e t e r a n s  of  t h e  B a t t le  o f  t h e  
B u l g e .  I t  is  i s s u e d  f o u r  t imes  y e a r l y .

R O BE RT  J .  VanH O U TE N ,  P r e s i d e n t ,  16th 
F ie ld A r t i l l e r y  O b s e r v a t i o n  Bat ta l io n  

WM. T .  GREENVILLE, E x e c .  Vice P r e s i 
d e n t ,  86 th  Chemica l  M o r t a r  Ba t t a l io n  

WM. A. SIMPKINS,  Vice P r e s i d e n t  fo r  
R e g io n a l  C o o r d i n a t i o n ,  XIX TAC 9th  AF 

EUGENE G. DROUILLARD,  Vice P r e s i d e n t  
f o r  Mi l i ta ry A f f a i r s ,  75th I n f a n t r y  

WM. R.  HEMPHILL,  T r e a s u r e r ,  3 r d  
A r m o r e d  Divis ion  

HERBE RT T .  TOSC ANO,  Vice P r e s ,  f o r  
M e m b e r s h i p ,  9 th AF,  432-321 F . C .  S q d n .  

DOROTHY M. DAVIS,  R e c o r d i n g  S e c r e t a r y  
Arm y N u r s e ,  57th Field Hosp i ta l  

R.  L.  LEMMON, E d i t o r ,  THE BULGE 
B U G L E . T h i r d  U . S .  Army E n g i n e e r s  

ELTURINO L. LOIACONO,  A s s t .  E d i t o r ,  
10th A rm o re d  Divis ion 

PE T E R  G. DOUNIS,  A s s t . E d i t o r ,  75th 
I n f a n t r y  Division  

GEORGE CHEKAN, A s s t .  E d i t o r  
ANN K. GRAY,  S t a f f  T y p i s t  
TOM GILLIS,  C o r r e s p o n d i n g  S e c r e t a r y ,

4 th A r m o r e d  Divis ion CCR

OUR OBJECTIVES ARE:
* To f o s t e r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p e a c e  

and good  w i l l
* To p ro m o te  f r i e n d s h i p
* To p e r p e t u a t e  th e  memory o f  

t h e  s a c r i f i c e s  in v o lv e d
* To p r e s e r v e  h i s t o r i c a l  

d a ta  and s i t e s

R e n c h e u x ,  Belgium in J a n u a r y  1945 a n d  in 
O c t o b e r ,  1983. C o u r t e s y  of  CAM.

C H A IR M A N  OF- r H E  J O I N T  C H I E F S  O F  S T A F F  

W A S H I N G T O N

2 5  J u l y  1 9 8 5

M r.  C l y d e  D. B o d e n  
V e t e r a n s  o f  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  

ĥ#» Bulge 
P o s t  O f f i c e  Bo x 1 1 1 2 9  
A r l i n g t o n ,  V i r g i n i a  2 2 2 1 0 - 2 1 2 9

D e a r  C l y d e ,

I t  w a s  9 0 0 d  t u  h e a r  f r o m  y o u  a g a i n  a n d  t n a n k  y o u  f o r  
y o u r  k i n d s  w o r d s .  You a n d  y o u r  f i n e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a r e  
p e r f o r m i n g  a  v a l u a b l e  s e r v i c e  f o r  o u r  v e t e r a n s .  I t r u l y  
e n j o y e d  t h e  e v e n i n g  we s p e n t  t o g e t h e r .

B e s t  w i s h e s  t o  y o u ,  y o u r  f a m i l y ,  a n d  a l l  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  
t h e  V e t e r a n s  o f  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u l g e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

JOHN w. j r .
C t i ^ i r m a n  

J o i n t  C h i e f s  o f  S t a f f



The ETO 40 Years Later . b y  Joe Quade

Another  e v e n t f u l  p i lgr image  by  th e  members 
of th e  17th Ai rbor ne  Division Associat ion is 
now h i s t o r y .  Nine ty- two  17th g l id er  and  
p a r a t r o o p e r s ,  a long with family members 
and  f r i e n d s ,  p a r t i c ip a t ed  in an 18-day,  
seven  c o u n t r y  t o u r  of  p laces where they  
had  t r a in e d  a nd  f o u g h t  some 40 y e a r s  ago.  
The t r o o p e r s  came from some 28 s t a t e s  i n 
c lud ing  O regon ,  T e x a s ,  Flor ida and  Maine, 
cov e r in g  th e  width a nd  b r e a d t h  of the  
United S ta te s .
The t o u r  b eg an  with a f o u r - d a y  s ta y  in 
England  where  two d a y s  in London gave  
th e  t r o o p e r s  and  th o se  who accompanied 
them an o p p o r t u n i t y  to see all th e  to u r i s t  
h ig h l i g h ts ,  in c lu d i ng  th e  Cha ng in g  of the  
G u a rd ,  Big Ben,  Piccadil ly and  Soho,  as 
well as  to see  some of th e  exce l len t  Br i t i sh 
T h e a t e r .  Then  it was off  to So u th e rn  En g 
land to see  th e  remains  of th e  camp area s  
where  th e  t r o o p s  had been  bi l leted back in
1943 -  Camp Chise ldon ,  O g b u r n e  St .
George ,  Bar ton S tacey  and  Chilbol ton.  At 
Bar ton  S t acey ,  where  th e  513th had  been 
s ta t i o n e d ,  we were accor de d  a v e r y  f ine 
tea b y  th e  Br i t ish Regiment  s ta t ioned  
t h e r e .  At Chilbolton o u r  hos t s  were the  
members  of th e  local Women's In s t i t u t e .
The climax of o u r  s t a y  in England was a 
t o p -n o tc h  d i n n e r  da nc e  hos ted  by  o u r  
Bri t i sh c o u n t e r p a r t s ,  t h e  Br i t ish P a r a 
t r o o p s  of th e  Aldershot  B r a n c h .  Th e re  
were  p l e n ty  of l iquid r e f r e s h m e n t s ,  exce l 
lent  food and  e x c h a n g e s  of g i f t s .
Next  it  was a c r o s s  th e  Channel  to visi t  
th e  D-Day s i tes  in S te .  Mere Egl ise,  St .  
Marie du Monde, Point  du Hoc, Omaha 
Beach ,  Utah Beach and  th e  American Ceme
t e r y  where  o v e r  9,000 American serv icemen 
remain b u r i e d .
Then  it  was on to Gay Paree  fo r  a much 
too s h o r t  tw o- da y  v i s i t .  All th e  old 
h a u n t s  were  once aga in seen inc lu di ng  the  
Eiffel Tower ,  th e  Arch of Tr iomphe  and  of 
co u r s e  Place Pigalle.  The  Lido and  the  
Follies were  v i s i ted  b y  some of th e  t r o o p e r s  
while th e  bu lk of  th e  g r o u p  had a d e l i g h t 
ful  c r u i s e  up th e  Seine with an exce llent  
d i n n e r  and  p lent i fu l  d r i n k s .
All too soon it was time to leave Par is  and 
head f o r  t h a t  u n f o r g e t t a b l e  a r ea  where  we 
had o u r  bapti sm of f i re  -  th e  Bulge.  One 
busload  s t a y e d  in Houffalize and  th e  o th e r  
in C le r v a u x ,  L u x em bo ur g .  A fine

recept ion  was g iven  us  by  o u r  f r i e n d s  in 
Houffalize where  a v is i t  was made to th e  
s q u a r e  d ed ica ted  in o u r  ho nor  -  Place 17th 
A i rbo rn e .  The  following d ay  f u r t h e r  
ho nors  were  g iven  us  in t h e  town of C le r 
v a u x ,  complete with b a n d ,  vin de  h o n n e u r ,  
and  th e  a t t e n d a n c e  of two h ig h - le ve l  d i g n i 
ta r i e s  -  th e  U .S .  Ambassador  to Luxem
b o u r g ,  John  Dolibois,  and  th e  Luxe m bo ur g  
Minis te r,  Emile Kr ie ps .  Both were  good 
s p o r t s  and  e a r n e d  a p a i r  of U .S .  Pa ra t ro o p  
wings b y  jumping from th e  edg e  of th e  
audi tor ium s t a g e  with th e  t ra d i t io na l  s h o u t -  
"Geronimo." The  n e x t  d ay  p a r t  of th e  
g r o u p  p a r t i c ip a t e d  in th e  40th a n n i v e r s a r y  
ce lebra t i on  in Vianden while th e  o t h e r  hal f  
v is i ted  th e  small town of Houmont whe re  we 
a re  he lp ing  to rebu i ld  th e  c h u r c h  t h a t  was 
d e s t r o y e d  while we were  f ig h t in g  in th e  
a r e a .
Next  on o u r  a g e n d a  was Wesel, th e  s i te  of 
Opera t ion  V ars i ty  back  in March 1945 w h e re  
we p a r a c h u t e d  o r  c r o s s e d  th e  Rhine  by 
g l i d er .  We were  g r e e t e d  by  o u r  f r i e n d ,
Ted Wells, a Br i t i sh g l id e r  pilot  who has  
s e t t l ed  in th e  Wesel a r e a ,  and  who gav e  us  
a v e r y  de ta i led  explana t ion  of th e  O p e r a 
tion V ars i ty  and  th e n  co n d u c te d  us  on a 
b u s  t o u r  of  th e  DZ s i te s  bo th fo r  th e  p a r a 
t r o o p e r s  and  th e  g l i d e r m e n .

We en joyed  an excel lent  lunch  of typ ic a l  G e r 
man food in t h e  Nie de r rhe inh a l le  in Wesel 
where  o u r  host  was H err  Simon who had  
been  a POW of th e  Amer icans .  He rea l ly  
p u t  ou t  an exc e l len t  meal with p l e n ty  of 
cold b e e r  to show his appr ec ia t io n  of  th e  
way he had  been  t r e a t e d  while a POW. In 
the  e v e n in g  we p layed  hos t  to s e v e r a l  G e r 
man p a r a t r o o p  v e t e r a n s  of  World War II 
who had  fo u g h t  a g a in s t  us  in th e  Wesel 
l a n d in g .  This  time we were sh oo t in g  a t  
one  a n o t h e r  with cameras  a nd  not  with g u n s ,
It f inal ly came time to s ay  g oodbye  to th e  
mil i t ary por t ion  of th e  t r i p  a nd  become 
p u r e l y  s i g h t s e e r s  as we he aded  for  f o u r  
fun - f i l l ed  d a y s  in C o p e n h a g e n ,  Denma rk ,  
with a wo nde r fu l  climax of an exce l len t  
fa rewel l  d i n n e r  and  a v is i t  to th e  World- 
famous Tivoli  G a r d e n s .  All in all ,  th i s  5th 
17th A i rbo rn e  p i lgr image back  to th e  p laces  
wh e re  we had  t r a in e d  and  fo u g h t  was a 
memorable and  emotional  jo u rn e y  and  one  
which th ose  who p a r t i c ip a te d  will long 
remembe r .



AFTER THE BATTLE, B a t t l e  o f  
B r i t a i n  P r i n t s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
L t d .

GIs from the 2nd Division line up on the west bank of the Rhine in the First Army sector, 
awaiting transportation to  cross the river (Associated Press).

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEMBERS- 
AT-LARGE ARE DELETED FROM 
VBOB CONSTITUTION AND BY
LAWS

The VBOB Consti tu tion had p ro 
v ided  for  f i f teen  E x ecu t ive  
Council  m em bers-a t-Iarge  each 
with t h r e e - y e a r  terms on a s t a g 
g e re d  b a s i s .  The By Laws c o n 
comitantly  had p rov ided  for the  
mode of nomination and e lec t ion .  
B eca u se  th ere  were  no nomina
t io n s ,  implementation had been  
d efe r re d  with a p ro v iso  that  in 
the a b s e n c e  or in ad eq uacy  of  
nominations again th e s e  p r o v i s 
ions  would become inop erat ive  
and de le ted  as  of  July  1, 1985. 
Since  that e v en tu a l i ty  o c cu rr e d .  
Article XI of  the  Consti tution  
and Article  VI of  the  By Laws 
no lo n g e r  r e fer  to such  E x ec u 
t ive  Council  m e m b e r s - a t - la r g e .

. . . J o s e p h  L angbart ,  General  
Counsel

ASSAULT C R O S S I N G S  OF THE RHINE
1. M arch 7. 1600 Remagen US First Army. 27th Arm d. Inf. Batt.
2. M arch 22. 2200 O ppenheim US Third  Army, 5th Div. 1 Ith  Inf. Reg.. 3rd Batt.
J. M arch U ,  2200 Nierstein US Third Army, 5th Div . 1 ! th  Inf. Reg.. 1st Batt.
4. M arch 23, 2100 Rees Second British Army, 51st H ighland Div.
5. M arch 23. 2200 Wese! Second British Army, 1st C om m ando Brigade
6. M arch 24,0200 Buderich US Ninth Army, JUth Int. Uiv., 119th Inf. Reg.

M arch 24. 0200 W allach US N inth Army, 30th Inf. Div., I i7 ih  Inf. Reg.
8. M arch 24. 0200 Rheinberg US Ninth Army. 30th Inf. Div., 120th Inf. Reg.
9. M arch 24. 0200 Xanten Second British Army. 15th Scottish Div.

10. M arch 24. 0300 W alsum US Ninth Army, 79th Inf. Div., 315th Inf. Reg.
11. M arch 24. 0300 Orsoy US N inth Army. 79th Inf. Div., 313th Inf. Reg.
12. M arch 25.0001 Boppard US Third  Army, 87th Inf. Div., 345th Inf. Reg.
13. M arch 25. 0001 Rhens US Third  Army, 87th Inf. D iv..347th Inf. Reg.
14. M arch 26. 0200 St. G oar US T hird  Army. 89th Inf. Div., 354th Inf. Reg.
15. M arch 26. 0200 Oberwesel US I'hird Army. 89th Inf. Div., 353rd Inf. Reg.
16. M arch 26. 0230 Hamm US Seventh Army. 45th Inf. Div.
17. M arch 26. 0230 Frankenthal US Seventh Army, 3rd Inf. Div.
18. M arch 28.0100 M ainz US Third  Army. 80th Inf. Div., 317th Inf. Reg.
IQ M arch 31, 0230 F'.rst Frcr.ch Arrr.y, . îrd IJcginicru uc 

T irailleurs Algeriens
20. M arch 31. 0600 Germ ersheim First French Army. 4th Regiment de 

T irailleurs M arocains
21. M arch 31. 0600 M echtersheim First French Army, 151st Regiment d ’ lnfanterie
22. April 2. Leimersheim First French Army. 9th Division 

d ’ Infanterie Coloniale
2J. April 15. 1100 Strasbourg First French Army, 23rd Regiment d ’lnfanterie



VBOB MEMBER RESPONSIBLE FOR PORTION OF PR E S ID E N T 'S  SPEECH ++++++++++++++++++

About  20% of  t h e  s p e e c h  P r e s i d e n t  R e a g a n  
d e l i v e r e d  on May 5 a t  B i t b u r g  Air  F o r c e  
Ba se  in G e r m a n y  was  t h e  r e s u l t  of  a t e l e 
p h o n e  cal l  f rom t h e  White House  to p a s t  
p r e s i d e n t  C ly d e  Boden  f o r  a h u m a n i z i n g  
s t o r y .

T h e  c a l l e r  was r e f e r r e d  to a C h r i s t m a s  
1944 s t o r y  t h a t  a p p e a r e d  in t h e  J a n u a r y  
1973 i s s u e  of  R e a d e r ' s  D i g e s t , t i t l e d  "A 
T r u c e  in t h e  F o r e s t , "  a b o u t  t h r e e  Amer i 
can  a n d  f o u r  German  s o l d i e r s  who s h a r e d  
a C h r i s t m a s  Eve  meal with a m o t h e r  a n d  
s o n ;  t h i s  a n e c d o t e  was u s e d  in t h e  P r e s i 
d e n t ' s  s p e e c h ,  an  e x c e r p t  of  which  fo l lows:

The hope  we s e e  now c o u l d  s o me t i me s  e v e n  be g l i m p s e d  
i n  t h e  d a r k e s t  days  o f  t h e  war .  I 'm t h i n k i n g  o f  one  
s p e c i a l  s t o r y  - -  t h a t  o f  a mot her  and he r  young  son  
l i v i n g  a l o n e  i n  a mod e s t  c o t t a g e  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  
wo o d s .  One n i g h t  a s  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u l g e  e x p l o d e d  
n o t  f a r  away ,  t h r e e  young Amer ican s o l d i e r s  a r r i v e d  
a t  t h e i r  door  - -  s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e  snow,  l o s t  b e h i n d  
enemy l i n e s .  A l l  we re  f r o s t b i t t e n ;  one  was b a d l y  
wounded.  Even t hough s h e l t e r i n g  t h e  enemy was p u n i s h 
a b l e  by d e a t h ,  s he  t o ok  them i n  and made them a s u p p e r  
w i t h  some o f  he r  l a s t  f o o d .

And t h e n ,  t h e y  hear d a n o t h e r  knock a t  t h e  d o o r .  Th i s  
t i m e  f o u r  German s o l d i e r s  s t o o d  t h e r e .  The woman was  
a f r a i d ,  b u t  s he  q u i c k l y  s a i d  w i t h  a f i r m  v o i c e ,
"There  w i l l  be  no s h o o t i n g  h e r e . "  She made t h e  s o l 
d i e r s  l a y  down t h e i r  w e ap o n s ,  and t h e y  a l l  j o i n e d  in  
t h e  m a k e s h i f t  m e a l .  He i nz  and W i l l i ,  i t  t u r n e d  o u t ,  
were  o n l y  16 .  The c o r p o r a l  was t h e  o l d e s t  a t  23 .
T h e i r  n a t u r a l  s u s p i c i o n  d i s s o l v e d  i n  t h e  warmth and 
c o m f o r t  o f  t h e  c o t t a g e .  One o f  t h e  Germans ,  a for me r  
me di c a l  s t u d e n t ,  t e n d e d  t h e  wounded Ame r i can .

Now, l i s t e n  t o  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  s t o r y  t h r o u g h  t h e  e y e s  
o f  one  who was t h e r e ,  now a grown man,  bu t  t h a t  young  
l a d  t h a t  had been her  s o n .  He s a i d ,  "Then mot he r  
s a i d  g r a c e .  1 n o t i c e d  t h a t  t h e r e  were  t e a r s  i n  he r  
e y e s  a s  s h e  s a i d  t h e  o l d ,  f a m i l i a r  w o r d s ,  'Komm, Herr  
J e s u s .  Be our  g u e s t . '  And a s  I l o o k e d  ar ound t h e  
t a b l e ,  I saw t e a r s ,  t o o ,  i n  t h e  e y e s  o f  t h e  b a t t l e -  
weary  s o l d i e r s ,  boys  a g a i n ,  some from A me r i c a ,  some 
from Germany,  a l l  f a r  from home."

That  n i g h t  - -  a s  t h e  s t or m o f  war t o s s e d  t h e  w o r ld  - -  
t h e y  had t h e i r  own p r i v a t e  a r m i s t i c e .  The n e x t  morn
i ng  t h e  German c o r p o r a l  showed t h e  Ame r i can s  how t o  
g e t  back b e h i n d  t h e i r  own l i n e s .  They a l l  s hook hands  
and we n t  t h e i r  s e p a r a t e  w ay s .  That  happe ne d t o  be  
C hr i s t m a s  Day,  40 y e a r s  a g o .

To t h e  p e o p l e  o f  B i t b u r g ,  our  h o s t s  and t h e  h o s t s  o f
our  s e r v i c e m e n ;  L i k e  t h a t  g e n e r o u s  woman 40 y e a r s
a g o ,  you make us  f e e l  v e r y  w e l c o m e .  V i e l e n  Dank 
(Thank y o u ) .

R o b e r t  J .  V a n H o u t e n ,  l e f t ,  VBOB P r e s i d e n t ,  
i s  i n t r o d u c e d  b y  t h e  C o m m a n d e r ,  Militai’y 
O r d e r  of  t h e  P u r p l e  H e a r t  ( G r e a t e r  W ash 
i n g t o n ,  D . C .  C h a p t e r  353) a t  a joint  
a c t i v i t y  with local  VBOB m e m b e r s .

A b u f f e t  d i n n e r  was  fol lowed b y  a p e r f o r m 
a n c e  of  " T h e  S p i r i t  o f  Amer ica"  p r e s e n t e d  
b y  t h e  3 r d  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  I n f a n t r y  ( T h e  Old 
G u a r d )  a n d  T h e  U ni te d  S t a t e s  Army B a n d  
( P e r s h i n g ' s  Own)  on  J u n e  8,  1985.

VBOB o f f i c e r s  Wm. R.  Hemphi l l  a n d  E. 
" L u c k y "  Loiacono a r e  P a s t  C o m m a n d e r s  of  
C h a p t e r  353,  MOPH.

THE MEMORIES OF WAR

T h e  memor ies  a l w a y s  will rem ain  
Of w a r  t h a t  u s e d  to  b e .
A w a r  t h a t  took  u s  f a r  a w a y  
To f i g h t  a c r o s s  t h e  s e a .

A w a r  t h a t  l e f t  i t s  ma ny  s c a r s  
T h a t  will no t  go  a w a y .
A w a r  we will r e l i v e  so  of t  
Unt i l  o u r  d y i n g  d a y .

A w a r  with s i g h t s  we c a n ' t  f o r g e t  
No w o r d s  c an  e ' e r  p o r t r a y .
A w a r  t h a t  h a u n t s  o u r  d r e a m s  a t  n i g h t  
And in o u r  t h o u g h t s  e ach  d a y .

T h e  mem or ies  a l w a y s  will remain  
T h o u g h  t r y  h a r d  t h a t  we ma y.
To s h u t  th em  f rom o u r  i n n e r  t h o u g h t s  
T h e y  will f o r e v e r  s t a y .

. . . Ha ro ld  F . Mohn



CHAPTER NEWS
By Bill S i m p k i n s ,

Vice P r e s i d e n t  f o r  R eg io na l  C o o r d i n a t i o n

E v e r y  week  1 am d e l i g h t e d  to r e c e i v e  t e l e 
p h o n e  ca l l s  a n d  mail i n f o r m i n g  me of  t h e  
a c t i v i t i e s  o f  o u r  VBOB C h a p t e r s .  P e r h a p s  
1 s h o u l d  a d d  t h a t  1 am a lso  s o m ew ha t  
a s t o u n d e d  b y  t h e  e x t e n t  a n d  v a r i e t y  of  
a c t i v i t i e s  in which  t h e  C h a p t e r  m e m b e r s  a r e  
i n v o l v e d .

Bill S c h n e i d e r ,  V . P .  f o r  M e m b e r sh ip  of  t h e  
N o r t h e r n  Wiscons in  C h a p t e r ,  to ld me r e c e n t 
ly  t h a t  t h e  C h a p t e r  now h a s  159 m e m b e r s .  
VBOB m e m b e r s h i p  in t h a t  a r e a  i s  s c a t t e r e d  
o v e r  a wide g e o g r a p h i c  a r e a  a n d  t h a t  would 
seem to  p o s e  a c o m m u n ic a t io n s  p r o b l e m ;  
h o w e v e r ,  t h e  C h a p t e r  m e m b e r s  h a v e  fo rm ed  
a v e r y  c o h e s i v e  g r o u p .  M ee t i ng s  a r e  s c h e d 
u l ed  f o u r  t imes  a y e a r  a t  t h e  VFW P o s t  in 
W a u s a u .  T h e  D e c e m b e r  m e e t i n g  was a t t e n d 
ed  b y  70 m e m b e r s ,  m any of  whom b r o u g h t  
t h e i r  w iv es  a n d / o r  a n o t h e r  f r i e n d .  Some of 
t h e  m e m b e r s  d r o v e  a s  f a r  a s  90 mi les .  T h a t  
r e a l l y  s h o w s  a g r e a t  e n t h u s i a s m  a n d  d e t e r 
min a t io n  which  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  118 p e o p le  a t 
t e n d i n g  t h e  m e e t i n g .

T h e  N o r t h e r n  Wiscons in  C h a p t e r  i s  t y p i c a l  
o f  o v e r a l l  VBOB m e m b e r s h i p ;  m any  mi l i t a ry  
u n i t s  a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  a n d  t h e  on e  t h i n g  
t h e y  al l  have -  in common i s  t h e i r  n e v e r - t o -  
b e - f o r g o t t o n  e x p e r i e n c e  t h r o u g h  which  t h e y  
l i ved  in t h e  A r d e n n e s  C a m p a i g n .  Bill 
S c h n e i d e r  sa id  t h a t  some of  t h e  fe l lows 
so m et im es  g e t  i n t o  r o u n d - r o b i n  b u l l  s e s s i o n s  
t h a t  b r i n g  b a c k  v e r y  v i v id  memor ies  t h a t  
h a v e  b e e n  h i d d e n  in t h e i r  m inds  f o r  many 
y e a r s .  T h e y  a r e  h a p p y  to  be  a b l e  to d i s 
c u s s  t h e s e  e x p e r i e n c e s  wi th  f r i e n d s  who 
s h a r e d  t h e  o r d e a l .  On a p e r s o n a l  n o t e ,  1 
would  l ike  to  r e l a t e  to y ou  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  
h a p p e n e d  a t  my u n i t  r e u n i o n  in 1984.

A f r i e n d  came to h i s  f i r s t  u n i t  r e u n i o n  a n d  
we s h a r e d  a t a b l e  a t  l u n c h  wi th  o u r  w i v e s .  
His wi fe s a id  s h e  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  he  a t t e n d  
t h e  r e u n i o n .  My pa l  took  i t  f rom t h e r e ;  he 
h a d  r e f u s e d  to  a t t e n d  p r e v i o u s  r e u n i o n s  b e 
c a u s e  he  h a d  t r i e d  to  e r a s e  f rom h is  memory  
al l  o f  t h e  t e r r i b l e  e x p e r i e n c e s  t h a t  he  h a d  
e n d u r e d  40 y e a r s  a g o .  He sa id  t h a t  b e i n g  
with h i s  old f r i e n d s  a n d  b e i n g  a b le  to ta lk  
wi th  th em  a c t e d  l ike  a b o o s t e r  to  h i s  mora le  
a n d  s e l f - i m a g e .  I t  fe l t  a s  i f  a g r e a t  load

h a d  b e e n  l i f te d  f rom h is  s h o u l d e r s .

We a r e  not  all  a f f e c t e d  in t h e  same m a n n e r  
b y  an  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  v e r y  o f t en  we a r e  
r e n d e r i n g  a g r e a t  s e r v i c e  to  a f r i e n d  b y  
s imply  l i s t e n i n g  whe n he  w a n t s  to ta lk  
a b o u t  an e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  may h a v e  b e e n  
p a i n f u l .  P e r h a p s  t h a t  i s  o n e  of  t h e  g r e a t  
a d v a n t a g e s  of  b e l o n g i n g  to an  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
t h a t  a f f o r d s  u s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to s p e n d  
time with f r i e n d s  with whom we h a v e  so 
much in common.

O u t s t a n d i n g  a n d  o b v i o u s  s u c c e s s  in o b t a i n 
i n g  new m e m b e r s  f o r  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Wiscon
sin C h a p t e r  a r o u s e d  my c u r i o s i t y  a n d  1 j u s t  
ha d  to  a s k  f o r  t h e  fo rm ula  of  t h e i r  s u c c e s s .  
Bill s t a t e d  t h a t  i t  is  r e a l l y  v e r y  s imple  — 
some home w ork  a n d  a s i n c e r e  f a c e - t o - f a c e  
m ee t i ng  with  a p r o s p e c t i v e  m e m b e r .  Bill 
f i r s t  d e t e r m i n e s  t h e  u n i t  t h a t  t h e  p r o s p e c 
t i v e  m em ber  s e r v e d  wi th d u r i n g  t h e  B a t t le  
o f  t h e  B u l g e .  He t h e n  u s e s  h i s  c o p y  of  
T h e  A r d e n n e s :  T h e  B a t t le  o f  t h e  B u lg e  by  
Hugh M. Cole ,  a s  a r e f e r e n c e  to a s c e r t a i n  
e v e r y  f a c t  a n d  d e ta i l  a b o u t  t h e  u n i t  a s  a 
f a c t u a l  p r e s e n t a t i o n  to t h e  p r o s p e c t i v e  mem
b e r .

E m p h a s is  is  p la c e d  on t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  of  t h e  
B a t t le  o f  t h e  B u lg e  a s  a  p i v o t a l  b a t t l e  in 
WWH in E u r o p e  a n d  how i t  h e lp e d  b r i n g  
t h e  w a r  to an  e n d .  T h e n  a t t e n t i o n  i s 
d r a w n  to t h e  ac t i on  a n d  c o n t r i b u t i o n  of  t h e  
p r o s p e c t i v e  m e m b e r ' s  i n d i v i d u a l  u n i t .  T h i s  
a p p r o a c h  on a f a c t u a l  b a s i s  i s  w o r k i n g  e x 
c e p t i o n a l l y  well  f o r  Bill S c h n e i d e r  in h i s  
c a p a c i t y  of  V . P .  f o r  M e m b e r s h i p .  Bill a l so  
p o i n t s  o u t  s o m e t h i n g  e l s e  t h a t  1 am i n c l i n e d  
to  o v e r l o o k  all  too o f te n  -  t h e  a g e  a t  which  
we all  f i n d  o u r s e l v e s ,  c o u p l e d  with p e r s o n 
a l i t y  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  m eans  t h a t  m any v e t e r a n s  
who s e r v e d  in t h e  A r d e n n e s  C am p a ig n  a r e  
so m e w h a t  r e l u c t a n t  to soc ia l ize  a lot  a n d  
s p e n d  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  a m o u n t  nf  t ime a t  
home.  T a k i n g  t h i s  in t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
p r o m p t e d  Bill to  t a k e  t h e  t ime to s e e k  o u t  
p r o s p e c t i v e  m e m b e r s  a n d  t a k e  t h e  t ime to 
v i s i t  the m a t  t h e i r  h o m e s .  T h a t  is  a w in 
n i n g  c o m b i n a t i o n .

Of c o u r s e  Bill d o e s  no t  do  i t  b y  h i m se l f .  
T h i s  C h a p t e r  i s  f i l l ed with e n t h u s i a s m .  
Rola nd  P a r q u e t t e  is  t h e  c u r r e n t  P r e s i d e n t  
a n d  h is  l e a d e r s h i p  h a s  b e e n  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  
v a l u a b l e .  H e r b e r t  R e i n k e  is t h e  Vice P r e s 
i d e n t  a n d  I r v i n g  K o lp e t c k e  is  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  
T r e a s u r e r .  T o g e t h e r  t h e y  make a c lo se -  
k n i t ,  w e l l - o r g a n i z e d  g r o u p  of  e l e c te d  

(C O N T IN U E D  ON NEXT PAGE)



(CHAPTER NEWS c on t in ue d )  of f icers  who 
a re  going g r e a t  g u n s .  Each of t h e se  men 

is also ac t ive  in o t h e r  v e t e r a n s '  o r g a n iz a 
t ions and  t h a t  is one big p lu s  th a t  he lps  
them s p a r k  t h e i r  own VBOB C h a p te r .
T h e r e  was ini t ial ly some re lu c ta nc e  on the  
p a r t  of o t h e r  v e t e r a n s '  o rganiza t io ns  to 
cooper a t e  with VBOB C h a p t e r s .  They 
learned  t h a t  VBOB does  not wish to com
pete  with them,  b u t  o u r  aim is to c oope r 
a te  with them.  We do ,  a f t e r  all c o n s i d e r a 
t ions ,  have  th e  same goals  and  now rea l 
ize th a t  in un i ty  t h e r e  is g r e a t e r  s t r e n g t h .  
Many a r e a s  have  a Jo in t  Ve te ra ns  Commit
tee or  a Jo int  V e te r ans  Council  which is 
composed of members from all of th e  v a r 
ious v e t e r a n s '  g r o u p s .  They  work in u n i 
son to ach ieve  common goals such  as v i s i t 
ing  v e t e r a n s  in VA hosp i ta l s ,  p ro v id in g  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  to and  from VA hospi ta l s  for  
d i sabled  v e t s ,  a r r a n g i n g  and  p a r t ic ip a t in g  
in p a r a d e s  on National  ho l idays ,  a ss i s t i n g  
v e t e r a n s  in t h e i r  s ea r ch  fo r  jobs and  many 
o t h e r  commendable f u n c t i o n s .
P e r h a p s  th e  s u c c e s s  of th e  N or th er n  Wis
consin C h a p t e r  can  b e s t  be summed up in 
th e  old s a y i n g ,  "Plan y o u r  work and  work 
y o u r  p l a n . "

The  Ce n t ra l  New York C h a p t e r  cont i nues  
to roll a long  in i t s  winning way.  Herb  Tos
cano is th e  Execut ive  Vice P r e s id e n t  of the  
C h a p t e r  and  he is in f r e q u e n t  contac t  with 
all of th e  o t h e r  e lec ted  of f icers  a t  VBOB's 
Ar l ing ton ,  Virginia of fice.  Herb is also a 
nat ional  o f f icer  and  holds th e  v e r y  impor
tan t  posi t ion of V .P .  fo r  Membership,  
which is a n a tu ra l  f o r  him.
The  membership for  th e  CNY C h a p t e r  is 
now 146. This  C h a p t e r  meets monthly at 
the  McChestney  Park and  Community Cen
t e r  which is owned by  th e  City of Sa ra -  
c u s e .  V e te rans '  o rga n iz a t io ns  play  a v e r y  
i mpor t an t  role in th e  social ,  polit ical and  
e v e r y d a y  life of all people in S y r a c u s e .  Ac
c o r d in g ly ,  th e  VBOB C h a p t e r  t h e r e  has 
draw n a lot of pos i t ive  a t t en t io n  to i t se l f  by 
v i r t u e  of i t s  cont inua l  ac t iv i t i es .  Dur ing  
th e  month of A u g u s t ,  th e  C h a p t e r  had a 
booth a t  t h e  S ta te  Fa i r  in S y r a c u s e  fo r  the  
p u r p o s e  of d i ss em ina t in g  information about  
the  Batt le  of th e  Bulge and  p a s s in g  out  
membership app l ic a t ion s .  Members a re  a c t 
ive in th e  local p rogra m of v i s i t in g  ho sp i 
tal ized v e t e r a n s  and  VBOB is r e p r e s e n t e d  
in e v e r y  p a r a d e  o r  o t h e r  func t ion  on Nat 
ional o r  local ho l idays .  The  C h a p t e r  has

rece ived  many l e t t e r s  of p ra i s e  from e lected 
officials who s e r v e  on a local.  S ta te  or  
National  ba s i s .
Thomas Donigan is th e  C h a p t e r  P r e s i d e n t  
and  wor kin g  with Herb Toscano ,  i t s  Exec .  
V .P .  and  Tom, is Linda Chew, th e  C h a p 
t e r ' s  S e c r e t a r y / T r e a s u r e r . I had  th e  p le a s 
u re  of meet ing th e se  f ine e lec ted  off icers  
at  t h e i r  o rganiza t iona l  meet ing in S y r a c u s e  
and  th ey  can s e r v e  as role models fo r  a n y 
one seek in g  to hold an e lec ted  posi t ion in 
a ny  v e t e r a n s '  o rga ni za t io n .
It is i n t e r e s t i n g  to note t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g  co
op era t ion  t h a t  ex is t s  among all of th e  v e t 
e r a n s '  o rg an iz a t io ns  in th e  g r e a t e r  S y r a 
cuse  a r e a .  P e r h a p s  t h a t  exp la in s  why each 
such  organiza t ion  is so o u t s t a n d i n g ,  be i t  
American Legion,  VFW, Sons of Civil War 
V e t e r a n s ,  Jewish War V e te r a n s ,  Catholic 
War V e te r ans  o r  VBOB. All of t h e s e  v e t 
e r a n s '  o r g a n iz a t i o n s ,  and  a few o t h e r s  not  
ment ioned ,  a r e  ac t ive  in civic a f fa i r s ,  
you th  p r o g r a m s ,  f u n d - r a i s i n g  ac t iv i t i es  
and  many o t h e r  fu n c t io n s  t h a t  re f lec t  in a 
v e r y  pos i t ive  mann er  on th e  community and  
i t s  e f fo r t s  to improve  th e  qua l i t y  of life 
fo r  all of i t s  c i t i z ens .
The  Ce n t r a l  New York C h a p t e r  and  th e  
N o r th e r n  Wisconsin C h a p t e r  have  both  been  
th e  p ro u d  re c ip ie n ts  of na tiona l f lags  from 
Belgium and  L ux em bou rg  which t h e y  d i s 
play v e r y  p r o u d l y .  The  C ent r a l  New York 
C h a p t e r  has  had a VBOB B a n n e r  made t h a t  
is d i sp lay ed  a t  meetings  and  o t h e r  a p p r o p 
r ia te  f u n c t i o n s .  It is v e r y  a t t r a c t i v e  and  
the  members  can be  p ro u d  of t h e i r  a c h i e v e 
ment to be th e  f i r s t  c h a p t e r  to have  such  
a b a n n e r .  Inc id ent a l ly ,  VBOB's National  
office has  a v e r y  f ine official VBOB f lag 
t h a t  r e p r e s e n t s  a lot of posi t ive  e f f o r t s  on 
th e  p a r t  of s e v e ra l  of y o u r  e lec ted  of f ic 
e r s .  We a r e  r e q u e s t i n g  pr ic e s  fo r  ha v in g  
it du pl i ca ted  a f t e r  r e ce iv in g  in q u i r ie s  from 
th e  VBOB C h a p t e r s .
The  coopera t ion  among v a r io u s  o r g a n i z a 
t ions  which was ment ioned p r e v io u s ly  is 
not r e s t r i c t e d  to v e t e r a n s '  g r o u p s .  Those  
un i t s  work closely with o rg a n iz a t i o n s  su ch  
as th e  Lions Cl ub s ,  R ot a ry  C lu bs ,  Kn ig ht s  
of Columbus,  Elks a nd  Moose Clubs  and  
t h e i r  auxi l l i a ry  u n i t s .  Proof  aga in t h a t  in 
u n i ty  t h e r e  is s t r e n g t h  as well as s u c c e s s .
The  C h a p t e r s  p r o d u c e  t h e i r  own ne w s
l e t t e r s  and  one  I re ce ive d  fo r  th e  month of 
J u n e  from th e  C e n t r a l  New York C h a p t e r  
(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)
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(C H A P T E R  NEWS c o n t i n u e d )  c o n t a i n s  som e
t h i n g  t h a t  s h o u l d  b e  p a s s e d  a long  to all  of 
o u r  m e m b e r s .  I was  no t  a w a r e  of  i t ,  b u t  
Mr.  J o h n  H r i c ik ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  V e t e r a n s  
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  N ews,  B uff a lo ,  N . Y . ,  u r g e s  
all  v e t e r a n s  p l a n n i n g  to t r a v e l  o v e r s e a s  to 
c h e c k  with  t h e  r e g i o n a l  VA of f ice  to  d e t e r 
mine w h a t  b e n e f i t s  a r e  ava i l a b l e  to  them in 
f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s .  V e t e r a n s  wi th s e r v i c e -  
c o n n e c t e d  d i sa b i l i t i e s  c an  o b t a i n  t r e a t m e n t  
o r  h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n  in an  e m e r g e n c y  t h a t  will 
be  pa id  f o r  b y  t h e  VA. P r o p e r  a p p l ic a t io n  
a n d  s t a t e m e n t s  of d i s a b i l i t y  m u s t  be  p r e s 
e n t e d  to a U . S .  E m b a s s y  o r  C o n s u l a t e  to 
r e c e i v e  s u c h  b e n e f i t s .

We all  a p p r e c i a t e  t h i s  i n f o rm a t i o n  a n d  i f  a n y  
m e m b e r  is a w a r e  of  o t h e r  s u c h  l i t t l e - k n o w n  
b e n e f i t s  f o r  v e t e r a n s ,  p l e a s e  p a s s  t h e  i n 
fo rm a t i o n  a lo n g  to  THE BULGE BUGLE a n d  
i t  will be  p u b l i s h e d .  We will c o n t i n u e  to 
look f o r  g r e a t  t h i n g s  f rom o u r  C e n t r a l  New 
Yo rk  C h a p t e r .

T h e  n e w e s t  VBOB C h a p t e r  was of f icia l ly  
r e c o g n i z e d  in S e p t e m b e r ,  1984. I t  i s  t h e  
M a r y l a n d - D  . C . C h a p t e r  a n d  now b o a s t s  a 
m e m b e r s h i p  of  175. T h e  C h a p t e r  mee ts  f o u r  
t im es  a  y e a r  a n d  i s  fo l lowing  a p lan  to h a v e  
m e e t i n g s  in d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  as  
a m eans  of  s t i m u l a t i n g  i n t e r e s t .  T h e  id e a  
is w o r k i n g  well u n d e r  t h e  C h a p t e r ’s P r e s i 
d e n t ,  Neil  T h o m p s o n ,  who i s  a l so  v e r y  a c 
t i v e  in o t h e r  v e t e r a n s '  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .

Neil i s  l ivi t ig px-oof of  t h e  old s a y i n g ,  " I f  
y o u  w a n t  s o m e t h i n g  d o n e ,  g i v e  t h e  job to a 
b u s y  p e r s o n . "  Neil i s  a m em ber  of  t h e  
M a ry la n d  J o i n t  V e t e r a n s '  Commit tee  which 
m ee ts  a t  t h e  War Memorial  B u i l d in g  in Bal 
t i m o r e .  He is  a l so  on t h e  V e t e r a n s '  C o u n 
cil o f  A n n e  A r u n d e l  C o u n t y  a s  well  a s  a 
S t a t e  o f f i c e r  in DAV.

T h e  C h a p t e r  h a s  e m b a r k e d  u p o n  a c o m m end
a b le  p r o j e c t  t h a t  will r e n i i i r p  o n n s i d e r a b l e  
e f f o r t ,  p l a n n i n g  a n d  t r a v e l .  On each  Mem
or ia l  D a y ,  C h a p t e r  m e m b e r s  will p la ce  a 
w r e a t h  a t  e ach  of t h e  t h r e e  F e d e r a l  a n d  
f i v e  S t a t e  v e t e r a n s '  c e m e t a r i e s .  Fo l lowing  
t h e  lead  of  t h e  o t h e r  C h a p t e r s ,  t h e  M a r y 
l a n d - D .  C.  C h a p t e r  h o l d s  i t s  m e e t i n g s  a t  
loca l p o s t s  o f  o t h e r  v e t e r a n s '  u n i t s  t h r o u g h 
o u t  t h e  S t a t e .  T h u s  f a r ,  we h a v e  b e e n  
h o s t e d  b y  t h e  Am er ic an  Legion  a n d  t h e  
VFW; t h i s  i s  a n o t h e r  e x a m p le  of  i n t e r - u n i t  
c o o p e r a t i o n .

Neil i s  q u i c k  to  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  t h e  m e m b e r s  
of  t h e  M a r y l a n d - D  . C . C h a p t e r  a r e  lo ok in g  
f o r w a r d  to  h o s t i n g  a G e n e r a l  M e m b e rs h ip

Meet ing  of  VBOB.  He told me t h a t  t h e  
m e m b e r s  h a v e  h a d  a lot  of  p r a c t i c e  d u r i n g  
t h e  p a s t  f o u r  y e a r s  w o r k i n g  a t  o u r  v a r i o u s  
f u n c t i o n s ,  so b e i n g  t h e  off ic ia l  h o s t  would 
be  a  n a t u r a l .  He h a s  a goo d  p o i n t .  T h e  
r e s p o n s e  to t h e  M a r y la n d - D  . C . C h a p t e r  
b y  o t h e r  s e r v i c e  a n d  c iv ic  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  h a s  
b e e n  v e r y  p o s i t i v e .  Many h a v e  a s k e d  what  
t h e y  c an  do  to a s s i s t  u s  a n d  t h e  g e s t u r e s  
w e r e  q u i t e  s i n c e r e ,  b a s e d  u p o n  t h e  m a n n e r  
in which  t h e y  wor k  with o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
s u c h  a s  o u r s .

Neil i s  p r e s e n t l y  w o r k i n g  with  h i s  m em be r s  
on a p r o j e c t  t h a t  will h a v e  f a r - r e a c h i n g  
a n d  a l o n g - t e r m  p o s i t i v e  i n f l u e n c e  on e v e r y  
m em ber  of  t h e  V e t e r a n s  of  t h e  B a t t l e  o f t h e  
B u l g e .  As you  k n o w ,  F o r t  G e o r g e  G. Meade 
Museum fo rm a l iz ed  an  a g r e e m e n t  with  VBOB 
t h a t  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  F t .  Meade  Museum as  
t h e  off icial  d e p o s i t o r y  f o r  a r t i c l e s  r e l a t i n g  
to  t h e  A r d e n n e s  C a m p a i g n ,  b e t t e r  k n o w n  a s  
t h e  B a t t l e  of  t h e  B u l g e .  Neil ' s  p r o j e c t  i s  
to e s t a b l i s h  a r o s t e r  f rom which  t h e  local  
C h a p t e r  will h a v e  v o l u n t e e r s  s e r v e  a t  t h e  
F t .  Meade Museum with an  e m p h a s i s  on a s 
s i s t i n g  wi th t h e  VBOB m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  a r e  
s e n t  to  t h e  mus eum a n d  on d i s p l a y .

T h i s  i s  a l a u d a b l e  goa l  a n d  will s e r v e  to 
e n h a n c e  t h e  o v e r a l l  image  of  VBOB on  a 
local  a s  well a s  a Nat iona l  b a s i s .  I t  coul d  
v e r y  well  be  t h e  p i lot  p r o j e c t  t h a t  would  
s e e  o t h e r  C h a p t e r s  -  a s  well  a s  i n d i v i d u a l  
m e m b e r s  -  o f f e r i n g  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  to local  
m u s e u m s ,  be  t h e y  mi l i t a r y  o r  c iv i l i a n .

What is  t h e  common d e n o m i n a t o r  t h a t  e x i s t s  
in e v e r y  VBOB C h a p t e r ?  A q u i c k  r e s p o n s e  
migh t  well  be  " l e a d e r s h i p ."  B u t  l e t ' s  c o n 
s i d e r  t h a t  o b v i o u s  a n s w e r  o n l y  b r i e f l y .  It 
i s  t r u e  t h a t  e ach  C h a p t e r  is  f o r t u n a t e  to 
h a v e  m any i n d i v i d u a l s  p o s s e s s i n g  l e a d e r 
s h i p  c a p a b i l i t i e s ;  h o w e v e r ,  I would  l ike  to 
b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  s i n g l e  mos t i m p o r t a n t  e l e 
ment  t h a t  e x i s t s  in each  C h a p t e r  is  t h e  
q u a l i t y  of  e n t h u s i a s m  on t h e  p a r t  o f  e ach  
m e m b e r .  Wi thout  i t ,  no  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  a n y  
t y p e  can  e x i s t  o r  p r o g r e s s .  T h e  i n t e r e s t  
d i s p l a y e d  b y  t h e  m e m b e r s  of  o u r  C h a p t e r s  
h a s  c o n v i n c e d  me t h a t  t h e  b e s t  way  fo r  
each  VBOB m em be r  to g e t  t h e  most  o u t  of  
hi s,  m e m b e r s h i p  is  to  be  c l o se ly  a s s o c i a t e d  
with  o t h e r  VBOB m e m b e r s .  1 c a n n o t  
t h i n k  of  a b e t t e r  way  of  a c c o m p l i s h i n g  th i s  
t h a n  b y  b e i n g  a c t i v e  in a VBOB C h a p t e r ,  
w h e t h e r  on a local .  S t a t e  o r  r e g i o n a l  b a s i s .  
T h i s  will g i v e  u s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to a s s o c 
i a t e  with f r i e n d s  with whom we s h a r e  a v e r y  
(CONTINUED  ON NEXT PA G E ) .



(C H A P T E R  NEWS c o n t i n u e d )  u n i q u e  e x p e r 
i e n c e  — p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in t h e  g r e a t e s t  l a nd  
b a t t l e  in which  o u r  C o u n t r y  was e v e r  e n 
g a g e d .  And we won t h i s  on e  a n d  i t  h e lp e d  
b r i n g  WWII to an  e n d .

We will o b s e r v e  t h a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  on 
whom we may cal l  a n d  e x p e c t  p o s i t i v e  r e 
s u l t s  a r e ,  in all p r o b a b i l i t y ,  p r e s e n t l y  
a c t i v e  in o t h e r  v e t e r a n s '  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  o r  
c iv ic  a s s o c i a t i o n s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  do  not  
o v e r lo o k  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  many of  us  
who a r e  no t  a c t i v e  h a v e  not  b e e n  cal led  
u p o n  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  in o r g a n i z i n g ,  m a n a g 
in g  a n d  l e a d i n g  a g r o u p  s u c h  a s  a VBOB 
C h a p t e r .  T h e r e  is  an  am a z in g  a m o u n t  of  
t a l e n t  in o u r  m e m b e r s h i p  r o l l s .  L e t ' s  u s e  
it  b y  a f f o r d i n g  o u r  fel low VBOB m em ber s  
t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to e s t a b l i s h  c lose  a s s o c 
ia t i o n s  a n d  what  b e t t e r  way  t h a n  to h a v e  
a local  VBOB C h a p t e r .

A k i t  h a s  b e e n  p r e p a r e d  f o r  m em ber s  who 
wish to o b t a i n  some t i p s  on e s t a b l i s h i n g  a 
VBOB C h a p t e r .  I f  yo u  wish  to r e c e i v e  
o n e ,  w r i t e  to Bill S i m p k i n s ,  2318 Mt. Royal  
T e r r a c e ,  B al t im or e ,  MD 21217.

History of Military Units
. . . Bill S im pk in s

In 1982 I l e a r n e d  of t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of  16mm 
microfi lm c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  off ic ia l  h i s t o r y  of  
my f i g h t e r  s q u a d r o n ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  d u r i n g  WW 
II.  It  took  some d o i n g  to  f i na l ly  lo ca te  t h e  
film a t  Maxwell F i e ld ,  Alabama in t h e  S imp
son  His to r ic a l  L i b r a r y .  Once  i t  was 
a c q u i r e d ,  a f r i e n d  with a major  s u p p l y  of 
p h o t o g r a p h i c  e q u i p m e n t  p r o d u c e d  an  8x10" 
s h e e t  of  each  of  t h e  250 16mm f r a m e s .  T h a t  
was  t h e n  p h o t o c o p i e d  a s  a m eans  to 
p r e s e r v e  t h e  mate r ia l  ( p h o t o  p a p e r  can  d e 
t e r i o r a t e  r a p i d l y  u n l e s s  s t o r e d  u n d e r  r e 
f r i g e r a t i o n  .

T h e  of f ic ia l  h i s t o r y  was o r i g i n a l l y  c l a s s i 
f ied  a s  S E C R E T ,  b u t  t h a t  ha d  b e e n  
c h a n g e d .  Some of  t h e  p a g e s  w e r e  a lmos t  
i l l eg ib le  b e c a u s e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  t y p e w r i t e r s  
w e r e  not  in t h e  b e s t  of  c o n d i t io n  a n d  o b 
v i o u s l y  old r i b b o n s  w e r e  u s e d .  N e v e r t h e 
l e s s ,  we m a n a g e d  to t y p e  some of  t h e  p a g e s  
a f t e r  d e c i p h e r i n g  t h e  c o n t e n t s  on e  word  a t  
a t ime .  T h e  r e s u l t  was a d o c u m e n t  t h a t  is 
l i v i ng  h i s t o r y .

T h e  d e t a i l s  a n d  f a c t s  a r e  s u c h  t h a t  i t  p e r 
mit s a p e r s o n  who was with t h e  o r i g i n a l

s q u a d r o n  to r e c a p t u r e  e v e r y  d a y  a n d  mis 
s i o n .  Some of  t h e  m a ter ia l  c o n s i s t e d  of  
16mm f r a m e s  of  b la ck  a n d  whi t e  p h o t o s  
t h a t  w e r e  t a k e n  of  d i f f e r e n t  p l a n e s ,  r u n 
w ays  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n v o l v e d  in v a r i o u s  
fo rm s  of  da i ly  a c t i v i t y .

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h o s e  p a g e s  coul d  not  be  
r e p r o d u c e d  on a p h o t o c o p y  m a c h in e ,  r e 
s u l t i n g  in t h e  loss  of  some 27 p a g e s .  T h e  
f ina l  r e s u l t  was 223 p a g e s  of  m a te r ia l  t h a t  
was c op ied  on b o t h  s i d e s  of  A r c h i v a l  Bond  
p a p e r  to i n s u r e  a long  life of t h e  d o c u m e n t .  
T h is  a l s o  made i t  more  m a n a g e a b l e  f o r  s e n d 
in g  t h r o u g h  t h e  mail o r  UPS a s  well  a s  r e 
d u c i n g  t h e  b u l k  when  p l a c i n g  i t  in to  a 
t h r e e - r i n g  b i n d e r .

A n e i g h b o r  who t e a c h e s  h i s t o r y  is a mili
t a r y  h i s t o r y  b u f f  a n d  was so i m p r e s s e d  
with t h e  m a te r ia l  t h a t  s h e  a l so  o r d e r e d  a 
c o p y .  T h e  p r i c e  of  $8 .90 f o r  a s e t  of  t h e  
c omp le t e  d o c u m e n t  was c o n s i d e r e d  a b a r 
ga in  b y  all of  t h e  fel lows in o u r  a s s o c i a t i o n .

You migh t  look i n t o  o b t a i n i n g  t h e  h i s t o r y  
of y o u r  WWII o u t f i t  a n d  h a v i n g  it  r e p r o d u c 
ed  a s  we d i d .  I do  no t  know w h e r e  t h e  
16mm film is  l o c a te d  f o r  Army u n i t s ;  h o w 
e v e r ,  I b e l i e v e  yo u  coul d  le a r n  b y  w r i t i n g  
Pub l ic  I n f o r m a t i o n ,  D e p a r t m e n t  of  t h e  
A rm y ,  T h e  P e n t a g o n ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C .  
T h e r e  is some w o rk  a s s o c i a t e d  with s u c h  
a p r o j e c t ,  b u t  I b e l i e v e  you  will be  v e r y  
h a p p y  with t h e  r e s u l t s .

Reunion
106TH QUARTERMASTER C O . ,  22 Sep  1985, 
Pol i sh Nat iona l  Home, H a r t f o r d ,  C o n n .  All 
m em b er s  of t h e  106th I n f a n t r y  Division a r e  
welcome. ( J a m e s  S e n a t r o ,  121 W. Main S t . ,  
V e r n o n ,  C o n n .  06066) ._______
28TH INFANTRY DIVISION VETERANS,
19-21 Sep  1985, F o r t  I n d i a n to w n  G ap,  PA.  
(Leon H. H a n c o c k ,  28th In f .  D i v . V e ts  R e 
u n io n ,  HQ, 55th B r i g a d e ,  PO Box 109,
S c r a n t o n ,  P A 18501)._________
561ST FIELD ARTILLERY BAT T A L IO N ,  May
1986, S h e r a t o n  P laza  Hote l ,  W e s t p o r t ,  S t .  
Lou is ,  MO. ( R .  P .  Zw is le r ,  2810 H e id e l 
b e r g  D r i v e ,  B o u l d e r ,  CO 8030 3 ) .
90TH DIVISI ON,  4-6  Oct 1985, L e a m in g to n  
Hote l ,  M in nea po l i s ,  Minn.  ( C a r l  W. Man
ue l ,  1017 N. 40th S t . ,  F t .  S m i th ,  A r k .  
72904) .



The
President s  
Report

You r e c e n t l y  r e c e i v e d  a s h o r t  P r e s i d e n t ' s  R e p o r t  on w h e r e  we 
s t a n d  a n d  w h a t  we h o p e  to  accompl i sh  in t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e .

I c a n n o t  o v e r - e m p h a s i z e  t h a t  o u r  major  c o n c e r n  is  to h a v e  t h e  
f u n d s  to  c o v e r  all  t h e  many t h i n g s  we ho p e  to  a c c o m p l i s h .  While 
we do  no t  w an t  to  d r o p  a n y o n e  who f o u g h t  in t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  
B u lg e  d u e  to  a f in a n c i a l  h a r d s h i p ,  we do  a s k  o u r  m e m b e r s h i p  to 
k e e p  up  t h e i r  d u e s  y e a r l y  a n d  p e r h a p s  e v e n  a  l i t t l e  e x t r a  d o n a 
t ion to  d e f r a y  t h e  d u e s  of  t h o s e  p e r s o n s  who a r e  u n a b l e  to  p a y .

T h e  d a t e  of  y o u r  m e m b e r s h i p  d u e  d a t e  is  l i s t e d  on t h e  b a c k  p a g e  
of  THE BULGE BUGLE a b o v e  y o u r  a d d r e s s .  While we h a v e  not  
s e n t  o u t  b i l l s ,  i t  may b e  n e c e s s a r y  to do  t h a t  to  k e e p  o u r  me m be rs  
c u r r e n t .  I f  you  fee l  you  would l ike  to h a v e  a r e m i n d e r ,  p l e a s e  
le t  u s  k n o w .

O u r  s e c o n d  t a s k  i s  o b t a i n i n g  f u n d s  to  s u p p l y  b o o k s  f o r  h o s p i t a l 
iz ed  v e t e r a n s  in V e t e r a n s  h o s p i t a l s .  T h e  h o s p i t a l s  h a v e  a g r e a t  
n e e d  in t h e i r  l i b r a r i e s  f o r  r e a d i n g  m a te r ia l  a n d  i t  i s  o u r  ho p e  t h a t  
a s  a v e t e r a n s '  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  we c an  he lp  s u p p l y  more b o o k s .
S inc e  we h a v e  a n u m b e r  of  a u t h o r s  in t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  we h a v e  
s t a r t e d  with  t h e i r  b o o k s ,  b u t  i f  we h a v e  s u f f i c i e n t  f u n d s ,  we can  
go  to o t h e r  a u t h o r s .  H o w e v e r ,  we would  t a k e  t h e  l i b e r t y  to 
r e v ie w  s u c h  b o o k s  a s  to t h e i r  a u t h e n t i c i t y .

As P r e s i d e n t ,  1 a l so  w a n t  e ach  m em ber  to fee l  f r e e  to s e n d  a n y  
a r t i c l e s  p e r t a i n i n g  to  y o u r  e x p e r i e n c e s  in t h e  B a t t le  o f  t h e  Bu lg e  
t h a t  yo u  fee l  m ight  be  of  i n t e r e s s t  to o u r  r e a d e r s ;  p e r h a p s  e v e n  
i n t e r e s t i n g  p e o p le  yo u  met t h e n  o r  y e a r s  a f t e r w a r d s ,  who w e r e  in 
t h a t  h i s t o r i c  b a t t l e .

In c l o s i n g ,  1 w an t  to  i n v i t e  ea ch  a n d  e v e r y  o n e  of  y ou  to  o u r  
D e c e m b e r  13 -  15 G e n e r a l  M em be rs h i p  Meet ing  h e r e  in W a s h i n g t o n ,  
D . C .  T h e r e  is a g r e a t  p r o g r a m  p l a n n e d  wi th  lo t s  of  s i g h t - s e e i n g  
a v a i l a b le  f o r  t h o s e  who so d e s i r e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  women.

R e s p e c t f u l l y ,

GRAND DUCHESS CH A RL O TTE  OF 
LUXEMBOURG DIES AT 89_________

G r a n d  D u c h e s s  C h a r l o t t e  of  L u x e m b o u r g ,
89,  who r e i g n e d  f o r  n e a r l y  46 y e a r s  a n d  
who was  a be a c o n  of  h o p e  f o r  h e r  p e o p le  
t h r o u g h  h e r  b r o a d c a s t s  to them f rom 
E n g l a n d  d u r i n g  World War I I ,  d i ed  of  a 
r e s p i r a t o r y  a i l m en t  on J u l y  9 a t  F i s c h b a c h  
C a s t l e .

T h e  so n  o f  t h e  g r a n d  d u c h e s s ,  G r a n d  Duke  
J e a n  a n d  h is  wife G r a n d  D u c h e s s  J o s e p h -  
i n e - C h a r l o t t e , met VBOB m e m b e r s  on t h e  
o c c a s i o n  of  a S t a t e  Visi t  in N o v e m b e r  1984. 
T h e y  a n d  o t h e r  m e m b e r s  of  t h e  ro y a l  
fami ly  h a v e  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in VBOB a n d  
o t h e r  v e t e r a n s '  e v e n t s  in L u x e m b o u r g .

C o n d o l e n c e s  on t h e  p a r t  of  VBOB m e m b e r s  
w e r e  e x p r e s s e d  b y  P a s t  VBOB P r e s i d e n t  
C ly d e  Bo uen  to L u x e m b o u r g ' s  A m b a s s a d o r  
Pa ul  P e t e r s  who e x t e n d e d  h is  b e s t  w i s h e s  
to  al l  VBOB m e m b e r s .
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. A  v e t  i s .

America's war veterans come in ■ wide variety of sizes, shapes and 
ages. Their collective experience spans two world wars and several 
foreign conflicts. They have followed war mules through the mud of 
Flanders Field, dropped from landing barges onto  the beaches of 
Norm andy, faced the icy cold o f Porkchop Hill and trudged the rice 
paddies o f M ekong Delta.

But, regardless o f differences in raaken|) and experience, all 
veterans share a common bond—a brotherhood of memory and 
hard-won wisdom which helps define their character.

A veteran is the first m an up as the flag passes by on the 4th of 
July, and the last one down, for he has been a witness to  the blood and 
tears which make this and all other parades possible.

A veteran is a man of peace, soft spoken, slow to  anger, quick to 
realize that those who talk most about the glory of war are those who 
know least about its’ horror. He never jokes about war; he's been 
there, and still sees on m emory's vivid screen the wounded and the 
dying, the widows and orphans; he knows first-hand that no  war is 
good and that the only thing worse than war is slavery.

He is friend to  all races of man, begrudging none; he carries with 
him the knowledge that it is not the man who is the enemy but 
enslavement and false ideologies. Those whom he once faced across 
the hostile battle lines, he now esteems as his brothers.

A veteran is at once proud and humble: proud of the fact that in 
200 years no foreign enemy has set foot on American soil; and humble 
in the realization that many of his com rades who helped him make 
this lofty aim a reality, never returned.

M ore than anything else, a veteran loves freedom. He can spend a 
whole afternoon doing nothing—just because it suits him , and just 
because he has paid the price to do what he wants with his tim e. He 
also takes a persoiul pride in the freedom of others—in men and 
women attending the church of their choice; in friends voting how 
they choose; and in children sleeping quietly, w ithout fear to 
interrupt their slumber.

A veteran is every man grown up a littler taller—a person who 
understands the awesome price of life's intangibles o f freedom , justice 
and democracy. His m otto is to  live and letlive.B ut, if he had to , if he 
iulu io choose between servitude and conflict, the veteran would once 
again answer a rail to  duty

B e rau ^ , above all—above all else—a veteran is an American.
Bonneville M edia Com m unications

Up Front  wi th Willie & J o e
Dy Bi ll  M a u l d i n .  R e p r i n l e d  m  T h e  S t a r s  a n d  S l n p e s  C o u M e s y  o f  Bi ll  M a u l d i n

Black Brass '
T h i s  b o o k ,  s a y s  i t s  p u b l i s h e r ,  H e n r y  E.  
D a b b s ,  i s  a n  i m p r e s s i v e  r e c o r d  o f  b l a c k  
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t  a n d  i n c l u d e s ,  in  a d d i t i o n  t o  
i t s  b i o g r a p h i c a l  e n t r i e s  ( m a n y  w i th  p h o t o s ) ,  
a  s p i r i t e d  e s s a y  a b o u t  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  
B l a c k  c o m m a n d e r  t r a d i t i o n .  A l s o ,  a c h r o n 
o l o g y ,  "M a jo r  E v e n t s  in  B l a c k  M i l i t a r y  H i s 
t o r y ,  149 2-1984,"  i s  i n c l u d e d ,  a s  wel l  a s  a 
l i s t  o f  B l a c k  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  Medal  o f  H o n o r  
r e c i p i e n t s  a n d  t h e i r  a c t s  o f  v a l o r  ( C i v i l  
War t o  p r e s e n t )  a n d  a n  e x t e n s i v e  b i b l i o 
g r a p h y .

BL ACK B R A S S :  B l a c k  G e n e r a l s  a n d  A d 
m i r a l s  in  t h e  A r m e d  F o r c e s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  ( A f r o - A m e r i c a n  H e r i t a g e  H o u s e ,  100 
C r a i g  R o a d ,  F r e e h o l d ,  N . J .  0 7 72 8,  $14.95 
p o s t p a i d ) .  I n t r o d u c t i o n  b y  Vice  A d m i r a l  
S a m u e l  L .  G r a v e l y ,  J r . ,  t h e  f i r s t  B l a c k  
a d m i r a l  in  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  H i s t o r y .

( C o n t r i b u t e d  b y  T h o m a s  D.  G i l l i s ,  VBOB  
C o r r e s p o n d i n g  S e c r e t a r y ,  G r e e n b r a e ,  C A )

either enem y or o ff lim its.’

New Recruit?
We h a v e  al l  h e a r d  o f  t h e  WAAC,  b u t  d o  we  
k n o w  o n e ?  Well ,  we  h a v e  o n e  in c a p t i v i t y .  
A f e w  d a y s  a g o ,  P a u l i n e  R e i h e r ,  a n  o r i g i 
n a l  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  WAAC,  v o l u n t e e r e d  f o r  
m e m b e r s h i p  in  V B O B .  S h e  i s  n o t  q u i t e  a s  
a g i l e  a s  s h e  w a s  in  1942, b u t  s t i l l  h a s  t h e  
" g e t  u p  a n d  g o "  t h a t  s h e  h a d  d u r i n g  b a s i c  
t r a i n i n g .  When y o u  a t t e n d  t h e  M e m b e r s h i p  
M e e t i n g  in  D e c e m b e r ,  t a k e  t ime  o f f  t o  v i s i t  
t h e  S m i t h s o n i a n  A m e r i c a n  H i s t o r y  m u s e u m  
t o  v i e w  h e r  WAAC u n i f o r m  d o n a t e d  in  1983.

P a u l i n e  p u b l i s h e s  S E N IO R  S C R I B E S ,  a 
m o n t h l y  m a g a z i n e  o f  20 p a g e s ,  w h i c h  f e a t 
u r e s  n o s t a l g i a  a r t i c l e s ,  p o e m s ,  e s s a y s ,  
r e c i p e s ,  h o u s e h o l d  h i n t s  a n d  w h a t e v e r  i s  
s u b m i t t e d  b y  i t s  s e n i o r  r e a d e r s .  A r e a l  
b a r g a i n  a t  $ 5 . 0 0  p e r  y e a r .  Wri te  t o  h e r .  
S h e  will  r e p l y  a s  s o o n  a s  s h e  i s  f i n i s h e d  
wi th  t h e  e n v e l o p e  s t u f f i n g  d e t a i l  h e r e  a t  
V BOB H e a d q u a r t e r s .

. . . B i l l  H e m p h i l l ,  T r e a s u r e r
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After 40 Years--An 
Unexpected Reunion

An emot iona l  g r e e t i n g  was e x t e n d e d  to Nick 
a n d  O d e t t e  B o u r d o u x  a s  m e m b e r s  a n d  
f r i e n d s  of  t h e  557th AAA Bat ta l io n  A s s o c ia 
t ion welcomed t h e i r  Belg ian  f r i e n d s  with  a 
s t a n d i n g  o v a t i o n .

T h e  s e t t i n g  was t h e  5 5 7 th ' s  b a n q u e t  on 
May 18 d u r i n g  i t s  36th A n n u a l  R e u n io n  a t  
t h e  R am ad a  In n  in H a g e r s t o w n ,  Md.

P r e s i d e n t  F r a n k  Doyle of S c r a n t o n ,  Pa 
sa id  e ach  y e a r  a new w a r  s t o r y  is  told 
w he n  he  i n t r o d u c e d  Er ic  N e u k i r c h n e r  of  
P h i l a d e l p h i a .  Er ic  r e c a l l e d  Nick jo in ing  A 
B a t t e r y ' s  f i f th  g u n  se c t i o n  in t h e  l a t t e r  
p a r t  o f  1944.

Army c l o t h i n g  a n d  e q u i p m e n t  w e r e  g i v e n  to 
Nick who q u i c k l y  p i c k e d  u p  mi l i t a ry  a n d  
o t h e r  l a n g u a g e  a n d  s e r v e d  a s  a good  s o l 
d i e r  f o r  f iv e  m o n th s  in com ba t  in Belg ium,  
L u x e m b o u r g ,  Holland a n d  G e r m a n y ,  i n c l u d 
i n g  t h e  B a t t l e  of  t h e  B u lg e .

Nick g r a c i o u s l y  r e s p o n d e d  a n d  p r e s e n t e d  a 
medall ion of  Vise ,  Be lg ium,  h i s  home to w n ,  
to  P r e s i d e n t  Doyle a s  a g i f t  f rom t h e  b u rg o -  
m c i s t c r .  He s a i d ;

Ladi e s  a n d  G e n t l e m e n .  D ea r  f r i e n d s  a n d  
v e t e r a n s  of  t h e  557th AAA. Clad  to  meet  
yo u  al l .

As you  k n o w ,  my E n g l i sh  is no t  p e r f e c t .
1 ha d  v e r y  few p r a c t i c e s  in s p e a k i n g  
y o u r  l a n g u a g e  s i n c e  1944.

C ly d e  Boden  a n d  Er ic  N e u k i r c h n e r  h a v e  
told you  a b o u t  my s t o r y  j o in ing  y o u r  
c o m p a n y  in O c t o b e r  1944 a n d  t h e  u n b e l 
i e v a b l e  " m e e t i n g  a g a i n "  I h a d  with Er ic ,  
a f t e r  40 y e a r s ,  l a s t  J u l y  s o m e w h e r e  in 
G G I* m 0 Pt

1 am v e r y  h a p p y  to h a v e  f o u n d  so many 
of  you  a g a in  t o d a y ,  a f t e r  40 y e a r s  with 
no c o n t a c t s ,  a s  we w e r e  all b u s y  in d i f 
f e r e n t  p l a c e s ;  f o r  my p a r t ,  in Belg ium.

I t h a n k  you  v e r y  much f o r  coming  a n d  
a l so  f o r  g i v i n g  me t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to 
a s s i s t  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  r e u n i o n ,  which is a 
g r e a t  p l e a s u r e  f o r  my wife a n d  m y se l f .

May I a l so  g i v e  you  t h e  t h a n k f u l n e s s  of 
my h o m e - t o w n .  V ise ,  t h a t  was  l i b e r a t e d  
b y  t h e  F i r s t  U . S .  Army in S e p t e m b e r
1944.

E D I T O R ' S  
Q  
U  
A  
R

T h e  a r t i c l e  "NEW 
BULGE MONUMENT 
DEDICATED" w h i c h
a p p e a r e d  on P age 17 o f  th e  l a s t  e d i 
t i o n  o f  ou r p a p er  was w r i t t e n  and 
c o n t r ib u t e d  by Dee P a r i s ,  VBOB L i f e  
Member and a fo u n d in g  f a t h e r  o f  VBOB.
H is  name was in a d v e r t e n t ly  o m it te d  
from  th e  a r t i c l e .

VBOB m em bers a r e  i n v i t e d  t o  su b m it  
s h o r t  su m m aries o f  th e  p a r t  t h e i r  
d i v i s i o n s  or  s e p a r a t e  u n i t s  p la y e d  in  th e  
B a t t l e  o f  th e  B u lg e .  P le a s e  sen d  them  t o  
R. L. Lemmon, E d i t o r ,  THE .BULGE BUGLE,
1247 Sycam ore D r . ,  J e n is o n ,  MI 4 9 4 2 8 . As 
many a s  sp a c e  p e r m it s  w i l l  b e p u b l i s h e d .

A n n e tte  T a p e r t ,  10806  W. 2nd S t . ,  F a ir 
f a x ,  VA 22030  s t a t e s  "I am c o m p i l in g  an 
a n th o lo g y  o f  l e t t e r s  w r i t t e n  home by A m eri
can  s o l d i e r s  from  th e  f i g h t i n g  f r o n t s  o f  
WWI and WWII. A l l  m a t e r ia l  w i l l  be t r e a t e d  
w ith  c a r e  and r e tu r n e d  (p h o to  c o p i e s  a c c e p 
t a b l e )  . I u n d e r s ta n d  how p e r s o n a l  t h e s e  
l e t t e r s  a r e ,  b u t b e l i e v e  t h a t  th e  th o u g h t s  
and f e e l i n g s  o f  men who fo u g h t  f o r  t h e i r  
c o u n tr y  h a v e  h i s t o r i c a l  v a lu e  and s h o u ld  be  
s h a r e d  w ith  o t h e r s ."

D I D  Y O U  K N O W  P r i v a t e  H e r b e r t
Owen W ri g h t ,  35th Div is ion ,  137th Regim en t  
ASN 35085435? He was ki l led in ac t io n  on 
J a n u a r y  11, 1945. If you  kn ew  t h i s  c om ra de  
p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  h i s  s o n ,  who was o n e  y e a r  
old a t  t h e  t ime — R o b e r t  E. W ri g h t ,  318 
W as h in g to n  P lac e ,  A p t .  2,  New A l b a n y ,  
I n d i a n a  47150.

T h i s  medal  i s  t h e  symb ol  of  o u r  p eop le  
t h a n k i n g  y o u r  pe o p le .  T h a n k  you  ag a in  
a n d  l e t ' s  c e l e b r a t e  th i s  h a p p y  e v e n t  t o 
g e t h e r .

T h e  s e n t i m e n t a l  r e u n i o n  of  old f r i e n d s  of 
40 y e a r s  e a r l i e r  r e s u l t e d  f rom t h e  e f f o r t s  
of  Er ic  a n d  E l f r e d a  N e u k i r c h n e r  who 
" f o u n d "  Nick while t h e y  w ere  v i s i t i n g  r e l 
a t i v e s  in G er m any  in t h e  su m m er  of  1984, 
b y  w a y s  of a n e w s p a p e r  i tem.

. . . C l yd e  D . Boden



War As I Knew It
In th i s  most  i n t e r e s t i n g  book T h i r d  U .S .  Army c o m m a n d e r  
G en e ra l  G e o r g e  S.  P a t t o n ,  J r .  s p o k e  of  many t h i n g s .  In 
e v a l u a t i n g  h is  WWII a c t i v i t i e s  up  to May 9, 1945, he  w ro te  
t h a t  t h e  T h i r d  U . S .  Army "h a d  g o n e  f a r t h e r ,  c a p t u r e d  
more p r i s o n e r s ,  c r o s s e d  more r i v e r s ,  l i b e r a t e d  more 
f r i e n d l y  t e r r i t o r y  a n d  c a p t u r e d  more  en emy  t e r r i t o r y  t h a n  
a n y  a rm y  e v e r y  b e f o r e  in American h i s t o r y . "

C a s u a l t ie s  in t h e s e  e n c o u n t e r s  a r e  l i s t e d  a s  fo l lows:

K i l l e d  
Wounded 
Mi s s i  ng 
P.O.W.
N o n - B a t t l e  C a s u a l t i e s

TOTAL:

L i g h t  Tanks  
Medium Tanks  
P a n t h e r / T i g e r  Tanks  
Guns

THIRD ARMY

2 1 , 441  
9 9 , 2 2 4  
1 6 , 2 0 0

1 1 1 , 56 2

2 4 8 , 4 2 7

308
949
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ENEMY

1 4 4 , 5 0 0
3 8 6 , 2 0 0

* 9 5 6 , 0 0 0

1 , 5 2 9  
856  

3 , 4 5 4

* Those  t a k e n  i n  a c t u a l  b a t t l e  p r i o r  t o  m i d n i g h t  
o f  May 8 - 9 .  S u b s e qu e n t  t o  t h a t  d a t e  t h e  
t a k i n g  o f  POW's was n o t  a s p o r t i n g  e v e n t ,  so  
i t  was n o t  r e c o r d e d ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  numbers went  
i n t o  t h e  mi 11 i o n s .

T h r o u g h o u t  t h e s e  memoirs Gen.  P a t t o n  was  most  p r a i s e 
w o r t h y  of t h e  XIX Tac t ica l  Air  Command.  ( T a k e  a bow.  
Bill S im pk ins ,  VBO B's  V-P f o r  Regio na l  C o o r d i n a t i o n ) .

Th is  book o f f e r s  many r e c om m ende d  a c t i o n s  to be  t a k e n  
in " t h e  n e x t  w a r "  b a s e d  on e x p e r i e n c e s  g a i n e d  d u r i n g  
World War 11. . . .  E d .

BELGIAN ADMIRER OF U . S .  
ARMY SEEKING WWII 
MEMENTOS

R o g e r  S t a s  of  H e r s t a l ,  Bel 
gium h a s  a  co l lec t ion  of  U .S  
i n s i g n i a ,  b a d g e s  a n d  o t h e r  
i t e m s .

He would l ike  to  r e c e i v e  U . S .  
Army i n s i g n i a  of  r a n k  a n d  
b r a n c h ,  u n i t  s h o u l d e r  
p a t c h e s ,  a n d  a u t o g r a p h e d  
p i c t u r e s  of  V e t e r a n s  of  t h e  
B a t t l e  o f  t h e  Bu lg e  in WWII 
u n i f o r m s .

R o g e r  i s  a f r i e n d  of  fel low 
B e lg ia n ,  Nick B o u r d o u x ,  who 
s p e n t  f iv e  m o n t h s  in com ba t  
a s  a m em ber  of  a g u n  se c t i o n  
of  t h e  557th AAA Bat ta l io n  of  
t h e  84 th I n f a n t r y  Div is ion .

Mementos  s h o u l d  be  s e n t  to:  
R o g e r  S ta s  
R u e  de  la To m be ,  11 
B.  4400.
H e r s t a l ,  Be lgium

. . . C . Boden

U. S.  GOVERNMENT BOOKS

Dee Pa r i s  p r o v i d e s  a copy  of  t h e  l a t e s t  U. S.  G o v e r n m e n t  " B o o k s "  Ca ta lo g  N u m b e r  V-5 
of p u b l i c a t i o n s  f o r  sa le  b y  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  G o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g  Off ice  -  all  e i g h t  p a g e s  
of i t .

Bel ieve me, i t  i s  most  i n t e r e s t i n g !  
n e a r  f u t u r e .

I h a v e  f o u n d  f iv e  b o o k s  which  I s h a l l  o r d e r  in t h e

O r d e r s  may be  c h a r g e d  to y o u r  M a s t e r C a r d  o r  Visa  a c c o u n t .

To obt a in  a c o p y  of  t h e  c a t a l o g ,  d i r e c t  y o u r  r e q u e s t  to :  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  of  D o c u m e n t s ,  
U .S .  G o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g  Off ice ,  D e p t .  33,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C .  20402.  GPO s t o c k s  
su p p l i e s  of 16,000 bo o k s  a t  p r e s e n t  a n d  o p e r a t e s  24 b o o k s t o r e s  all  a r o u n d  t h e  c o u n t r y  
w h e re  you  may b r o w s e  t h r o u g h  t h e  s h e l v e s  a n d  t a k e  y o u r  b o o k s  home with  y o u .  T h e s e  
b o o k s t o r e s  a r e  l i s te d  in t h e  c a t a l o g .

Write now,  r i g h t  now!!
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M e m b y s ^ p e ^  O u ^ t

R i c h a r d  P .  Zw is l e r ,  Bo u l 
d e r ,  CO,  (561st FA B n)  is 
p u t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  t h e  s t o r y  
of  h i s  u n i t ' s  e n c o u n t e r  
d u r i n g  t h e  B a t t le  of  t h e  
B u lg e  w h en  i t  was in t h e  
a r e a  of  S t .  V i th .  He was 
a l so  i n v o l v e d  in " O p e r a t i o n  
Kob lenz"  ( THE BULGE 
BUGLE, S e p t e m b e r  1984).

Helmer  W in g e r ,  90 th D iv is 
i o n ,  s e n d s  a c l i p p i n g  f rom 
T h e  H o u s to n  Po s t  c o n c e r n 
i n g  h is  v i s i t  to  t h e  A r d e n 
n e s  a r e a .  " A n y  d e s i r e  to 
s e t t l e  s c o r e s  f o r  t h e  d e a t h s  
of  los t  c o m r a d e s  h a s  e r o d e d  
with t h e  p a s s i n g  of  t ime 
f o r  Ge rm an a n d  Amer ican  
s o l d i e r s  who f o u g h t  each  
o t h e r  a t  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  
B u l g e . . . "  s a y s  Win ge r ,  
who was  a co m m u n ic a t i o n s  
S e r g e a n t .  He v i v i d l y  r e 
m e m b e r s  t h a t  "i t  was  so 
c o ld ,  a n d  t h e  snow was so 
d e e p ,  a n d  e v e r y b o d y  h a d  
d y s e n t e r y .  We g o t  so weak  
t h a t  we c ou ld  h a r d l y  walk 
in t h a t  s n o w .  T h e  g u y s  
would d r o p  t h e i r  o v e r c o a t s  
a n d  some of  t h e i r  h e a v y  
g e a r  b e c a u s e  t h e y  j u s t  
c o u l d n ' t  c a r r y  i t  a lo n g  
wi th t h e i r  w e a p o n s  d u r i n g  
t h e  d a y .  T h e y  j u s t  h o p e d  
t h a t  a t  n i g h t  t h e y ' d  f i n d  
e i t h e r  some d e a d  G1 o r  
d e a d  Ge rm an a n d  t a k e  an 
o v e r c o a t  o f f  h i m . "  Winger  
h a s  made  a n u m b e r  of  
v i s i t s  b a c k  to t h e  B u lg e  
a r e a  in r e c e n t  y e a r s .  His 
most  r e c e n t  v i s i t  i n c l u d e d  
t h r e e  o t h e r  H o u s t o n i a n s  
who w e r e  m e m b e r s  of  t h e  
2 6 t h ,  30th  a n d  99th  D iv is 
i o n s .

g r a n d - d a u g h t e r ,  Mariel le 
T r u i l l e t .  Ed met G i l b e r t  in 
V e r v i e r s ,  Be lg ium s h o r t l y  
a f t e r  t h e  B a t t le  of  t h e  Bulge  
T h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  t h e  s t a r t  
o f  t h e  b a t t l e ,  L i n d e rm a n  
a n d  t h e  D iv is io n ' s  s t a g e  
b a n d  w e r e  p l a y i n g  with 
s o n g s t r e s s  Mar lene  Die t r ich  
f o r  Amer ican  s o l d i e r s  in 
E u p e n  t w e n t y - f i v e  miles 
a w a y .  T h r e e  y e a r s  a g o  th e  
L i n d e r m a n s  v i s i t e d  Belg ium;  
t h i s  y e a r  t h e  Co l l i ne t s  r e -  
p a y e d  t h e  v i s i t .  D u r i n g  th e  
v i s i t  h e r e ,  t h e  two fami lies  
r e l i v e d  some of  t h e i r  B e lg 
ian e x p e r i e n c e s — t h e y  met 
w he n  t h e  U . S .  A r m y 's  99 th 
Div is ion  took  c o v e r  in V e r 
v i e r s  .

E d w a r d  L i n d e r m a n ,  99 th 
Div is ion  B a n d ,  a n d  h is  wi fe,  
of  G r a n d  R a p i d s ,  MI p r o v i d e  
n e w s c l i p s  of  t h e i r  v i s i t  with 
h i s  Bel g i an  f r i e n d s ,  G i l b e r t  
a n d  M ar i e t t e  Col l inet  a n d

BOOKS
FOR

VETERANS
ADMINISTRATION 

______________ P ATI EN TS

At t h e  E x e c u t i v e  Counci l  
Meet ing  of  VBOB in J u l y ,  
we w e r e  in f o r m e d  of  two 
i m p o r t a n t  m a t t e r s  in o u r  
e f f o r t s  to p r o v i d e  b o o k s  f o r  
i n p a t i e n t s  a t  VA h o s p i t a l s .  
T h e  p u b l i s h e r s  of  C h a r l e s  
B.  Ma cD onald ' s  l a t e s t  b o o k ,  
A TIME FOR TRUMPE TS,
h a v e  a g r e e d  to make  t h e  
book a v a i l a b l e  to  u s  f o r  d i s 
t r i b u t i o n  to VA h o s p i t a l s  
f o r  $13 p e r  b o o k ,  d e l i v e r e d  
to a c e n t r a l  VA d i s t r i b u t i o n  
c e n t e r .  T h e  VA will d i s 
t r i b u t e  t h e  b o o k s  f o r  u s e  to 
h o s p i t a l s  we s e l e c t  o r  do  so 
on a b a s i s  s e l e c t e d  b y  t h e  
VA. T h e  cho ic e  i s o u r s .

Members  of  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  
Cou nc i l  c o n t r i b u t e d  f u n d s  
to p u r c h a s e  22 b o o k s  a s  a 
pi lot  a c t i v i t y .  We will h a v e  
t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  of  i n s c r i b 
i n g  a d e d i c a t i o n  p a g e  f rom 
VBOB,  f rom a VBOB C h a p 
t e r ,  o r  f rom an  i n d i v i d u a l  
i f  he  o r  s h e  e l e c t s  to  do so .  
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Th is  i s  an o p p o r t u n i t y  fo r  
u s  to do a l i t t le  s o m e t h i n g  
f o r  o u r  c o m ra d e s  who a r e  
p a t i e n t s  in VA h o s p i t a l s .  
Re m em be r  t h e  s a y i n g ,
" T h e r e  b u t  f o r  t h e  g r a c e  
of  God go I?" L e t ' s  r e m 
e m b e r  o u r  le s s  f o r t u n a t e  
f r i e n d s  a n d  make  t h i s  g e s 
t u r e  to show them we rea l ly  
c a r e .

P le a se  s e n d  y o u r  c o n t r i b u 
t i o n s  to  Cl yd e  Bo den  a t  
VBOB H e a d q u a r t e r s  in 
A r l i n g t o n ,  VA. Make 
c h e c k  p a y a b l e  to "VBOB 
VA Book F u n d . "  Also let  
Cl y d e  know if  you  wish  to 
h a v e  a p a g e  with a p e r 
sona l  m e s s a g e  f rom you  o r  
y o u r  C h a p t e r .

SOLDIER ++++++++++H

I was t h a t  which o t h e r s  
did not  wan t  to b e .

I wen t  w h e r e  o t h e r s  f e a r e d  
to  go ,  a n d  d id what  
o t h e r s  fa i led  to do .

1 a s k e d  n o t h i n g  f rom t h o s e  
who g a v e  n o t h i n g ,  a n d  
r e l u c t a n t l y  a c c e p t e d  th e  
t h o u g h t  of e t e r n a l  lonl i -  
n e s s  s h o u l d  I fai l .

1 h a v e  s e e n  t h e  fa ce  of 
t e r r o r ;  fel t  t h e  s t i n g i n g  
cold of f e a r ;  a n d  en j o y e d  
t h e  s w p p t  t f l s t p  nf  a 
mom en t ' s  love .

I h a v e  c r i e d ,  s u f f e r e d  pa in  
a n d  h o p e d  -  b u t  most  of 
al l ,  I h a v e  l ived t imes 
o t h e r s  would s a y  w ere  
b e s t  f o r g o t t e n .

At le a s t  so m ed ay  I will be  
ab l e  to s a y  t h a t  I was 
p r o u d  of  what  I was — 
a s o l d i e r .

A u t h o r
Unknown



V E T E R A N S OF T H E  B A TTLE OF T H E  BULGE
P.O BOX 11129 

ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA 22210-2129 
(703) 979-5270

24 J u lv  1985 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT

BUGLE: I hope e v e r y o n e  has  e n jo y e d  our l a t e s t  n e w s l e t t e r .  
The Bulae B u a le .  We f e e l  our e d i t o r .  Bob Lemmon has  done a 
superb job p r e s e n t i n g  a l l  t h e  - fa c ts  and comments t h a t  came 
in  from our members.

MEMORIAL DAY; So f a r  t h i s  y e a r ,  we have  c o n t i n u e d  t o  
r e c o g n i z e  our f a l l e n  comrades on Memorial Day a t  t h e  Tomb 
of  t h e  Unknown S o l d i e r  a t  A r l i n o t o n  Cemetery.

BOOKS: S e v e r a l  o f  our members have  au thored  books  and 
c o p i e s  of  t h e s e  w i l l  be donated t o  V e t e r a n s  A d m in i s t r a t i o n  
h o s p i t a l s  a s  t im e  and fu nd s  p e r m i t .  We w i l l  keep you 
informed of  our p l a n s  so  t h a t  members who d e s i r e  t o  d o n a te  
toward t h i s  p r o j e c t  may do s o .  ( R e t u r n  c l i p p i n g  o n  P a g e  18) .

MEMBERSHIP MEETING: A l l  members a r e  enc ou ra ged  t o  make 
p l a n s  t o  a t t e n d  our December 1 3 -1 5  m e e t in g .  The p l a n s  are  
d e v e lo p in g  f o r  a g r e a t  s c h e d u l e  of  e v e n t s  t o  t a k e  p l a c e  a t  
t h e  Sheraton Hotel  in  C r y s ta l  C i t y ,  A r l i n g t o n .  VA. T h is  
l o c a t i o n  i s  d i r e c t l y  a c r o s s  t h e  Potomac R iv e r  from 
Washington,  DC. A METRO subway s t a t i o n  i s  l o c a t e d  in  t h e  
C r y s ta l  C i t y  Underground j u s t  a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  from t h e  
Sh era to n .  The METRO p r o v i d e s  f a s t  c l e a n  and s a f e  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o  v a r i o u s  p a r t s  of  Washington w ith  s t a t i o n s  
l o c a t e d  near t h e  White House,  t h e  C a p i t o l ,  t h e  S m ith so n ian  
I n s t i t u t i o n  b u i l d i n g s  (A ero -S p ace ,  Natural  H i s t o r y ,
American H i s t o r y  and Art Museums), A r c h i v e s ,  t h e  FBI 
b u i l d i n g  and t h e  downtown sho p p in g and e n t e r t a i n m e n t  
c e n t e r s .

THEATRE: A new e v e n t  has  been added t o  our s c h e d u l e  f o r  
Saturday n i g h t .  We have arranged r e s e r v a t i o n s  f o r  t h o s e  who 
d e s i r e  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  West End Supper T h e a tr e  f o r  d in n e r  and 
p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  " F id d ler  on t h e  R o o f" . ( R e t u r n  c l i p p i n g  o n  P a g e  18)

UNIT REUNIONS: I know many o f  you have  a t t e n d e d  your u n i t ' s  
r e u n i o n s .  Bev and I a t t e n d e d  our f i r s t  one t h i s  y e a r .  Mv 
o u t f i t ,  t h e  l&th F i e l d  A r t i l l e r y  O b se r v a t io n  B a t t a l i o n ,  
h e ld  i t s  second r e u n io n  at  F ort  M i t c h e l l ,  KY. I t  was t h e  
f i r s t  t im e  s i n c e  my c a p t u r e  some 40 y e a r s  a g o ,  t h a t  I was 
r e u n i t e d  w ith  most o f  my b u d d ie s .  I was t h a n k f u l  t o  s e e  so  
many of  them s o  b r i g h t  and c h e e r f u l -  o l d e r ,  l i k e  a l l  of  us!
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FLASH: All members a re  e n t i t l e d  to  know what i s  happeninq 
at  VBOB headquar te rs .  I t  i s  our hope t h a t  soon we will  be 
able  to  send shor t  l e t t e r s  to  supplement The Bulqe Buqle. 
The - f i rs t  one i s  scheduled -for next month and wil l  d iscuss  
our f in a n c i a l  si t u a t i  on.

DUES: Even before  the  -finance l e t t e r  i s  mailed I must 
remind a l l  members to keep t h e i r  dues curren t -  If you don ' t  
know your s t a t u s — F i r s t  look a t  the  mailinq label  on t h i s  
l e t t e r -  The date  above your name i s  the date  your dues are 
or were due- We use a revolv inq  date  so you wil l  always qet 
a f u l l  year fo r  dues paid ( l i k e  a maqazine subsc r ip t ion ) -  
If you a re  pas t  due (we d o n ' t  l i k e  the  word del inquent)  pay 
now for  '85- We do, however, appeal to  you and hope you 
wil l  volun teer  to  e rase  any pas t -due  dues. If vou c a n ' t  
r e so lve  your s t a t u s — wri te  us a note and we will  provide 
add i t  i onal i nf ormat i on.

COMMITTEE: I have appointed a blue ribbon committee to 
study our f in a n c i a l  cond i t ion .  Remember, most of the work 
a t  National headquar te rs  i s  done on a volunteer  bas is -  We 
want your money to  r e tu rn  to  you in news, s e rv ic e s  and 
mejT^orial a c t i v i t i e s -  Ws a l so  have a hardship praqram for 
those members who have problem which prec ludes  them from 
payment of dues- We want to  hear from you— we do not want 
you to  be ' p a s t  due ' -

REMEMBER: You have joined one of the  most unique 
o rq an iza t io n s  in the  world. Your i n i t i a t i o n  fees  were paid 
by you and your f a l l e n  comrades in 1944-45- As a member you 
have a voice in our fu tu r e .  P lease  support  the  orqanizat ion  
so the  o rq an iza t ion  can help those  who d e s i r e  to  remain 
a f f i l i a t e d  with us.

Your P re s id en t ,

Robert J- Van Houten
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'B y  th ’ w ay, w hat w u z them  changes yo u  w u z gonna  m ake w hen  
yo u  took over last m on th , sir?"'
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THE FOLLOWING ARE PROVIDED FOR YOU TO FILL OUT,  CLIP OUT AND MAIL 
OUT — TO VBOB HEADQUARTERS:

VBOB (Books) ,  PO Box 11129, A rl in qton ,  VA 22210-2129
I DESIRE TO DONATE____COPIES OF "A TIME FOR TRUMPETS".

Inc losed  i s  mv check in the  amount o-f S ____ to  help defray
the  c o s t  o-f t h e s e  books. P le a s e  i n s c r ib e  the  -fol lowing 
name(s) on the  la b e l  to  be i n s e r t e d .  (PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY)

Name:

A d d r e s s :

RESERVATION:
VBOB (Meeting),  PO Box 11129, A r l ing to n ,  VA 22210-2129

I d e s i r e  to  at tend the WEST END Supper Theatre to  dine  
and s e e  "Fiddler on the  Roof", 14 December 1985. Inclosed
i s  mv check in the  amount of ______  f o r _____ i n d iv id u a l s  (at
*31 .00  per p e r so n ) .  We must confirm advanced r e s e r v a t io n s  
and t h e r e f o r  must r e c e i v e  your payment not l a t e r  than 15 
September 1985. Thank You

N a m e : 

A d d r e s s :

INQUIRY FROM CRIBA ----

Page  14 of  o u r  May 1985 ed i t io n  c o n t a i n s  an a r t i c l e  with t h i s  same 
h e a d l i n e .  M. A n d r e  H u b e r t ,  m em ber  of  CRIBA a n d  Ass oc ia te  Mem
b e r  of  VBOB h a s  a s k e d  us  to a t t e m p t  to loca te  two more G l ' s .

A Belg ian  woman would  l ike  to h a v e  ne ws  of  t h e  w h e r e a b o u t s  of two 
s o l d i e r s  who w ere  in Malmedy on 12/12/44 when s h e  was  a s i x - y e a r -  
old g i r l .  P i c t u r e s  g i v e n  h e r  d u r i n g  an  e v e n i n g  a t  h e r  g r a n d m o t h e r ' s  
hom0  3.VQ shoivr* h e r e

T h e  u p p e r  p i c t u r e  is  i n s c r i b e d  on t h e  r e v e r s e :  "N.  Hosp i ta l .  To 
A d r i e n n e  f rom Bob .  Dec.  12, ’4 4 . "  T h e  low er  p i c t u r e  is i n s c r i b e d  
" S o u v e n i r  f o r  A d r i e n n e "  a n d  s i g n e d  "K in g"  who was  a f r i e n d  of 
B o b ' s .

Any in fo rm a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  a b o v e  two G l ' s  may be  f o r w a r d e d  to 
VBOB a n d  will be  r e l a y e d  to M. H u b e r t .

No i n f o rm a t i o n  on t h e  f o u r  s o l d i e r s  r e f e r r e d  to in o u r  May ed i t ion  
h a s  b e e n  r e c e i v e d  to d a t e .

M. H u b e r t  c lo s e s  h i s  l a t e s t  l e t t e r  to o u r  E d i t o r  wi th t h e  fo l lowing:
" I f  some d a y  you  come to Belgium a n d  if  you  wan t  to s ee  t h e  p la ces  
w h e r e  you  w ere  a t  t h a t  t ime ,  it would be  a p l e a s u r e  f o r  me to show 
you  a r o u n d  t h o s e  p l a c e s . "  T h a n k  you  most  k i n d l y ,  M. H u b e r t .  . . E d .

1 Q



VETERANS
of the
BATTLE 
OF THE 
BULCE

P.O. Box 11129  
Arlington, Virginia 22 2 1 0 -2 1 2 9

D U E S - R- DUE  
#

L C 0 0 7 1  L I F E
N E I L  BROWN T H O M PSO N  
1 3 2 2  TEN B R O O K  C T  
O D E N T O N , MD 2 1 1 1 3

1 9 0

NON-PROFIT ORG 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
ARLINGTON, VA. 
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S e p t e m b e r  1985 Edit ion

Application for Membership

VETERANS OF THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE
P . O.  Box 1 1 1 2 9 ,  A r l i n g t o n ,  V i r g i n i a  2 2 2 1 0 - 2 1 2 9  

Annual Dues $10 
DONATIONS ARE WELCOME

Name _Birthdale_

Address _Phone (_

City__________ _5tete -Zip_

Unit(s) to which assigned during period Decembe'S^,^i944-J«Bu?ry as..i»45 tWv, Regl, Bn, Co) 

Campaign Ribbons and Battle stars awarded _ _ _ _ _ •>1. A

U ^ounded . 

C ap tu red  .

M ske check of m oney order payable to V B 08 and mai/ this «jpp//ca6<7n to above  address
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VETERANS OF THE BATTLE OF TH E BULGE
P.O. BOX 11129 

ARLINGTON. VIRGINIA 22210-2129 
(703) 979-5270

4 Septamber 1985

SUBJECT: TAPS

TO: ALL VBOB MEMBERS

i t  i s  with grea t  sorrow th a t  we must rep ort  the
l o s s  o-f Thomas P. Donigan, p r e s id e n t  of  t h e  Greater New
York Chapter o-f The Veterans  of th e  B a t t l e  of  the  
Buige.

Thomas P. Donigan was 65 yea rs  of  age when he died  
15 August 1985. He had been a p a t i e n t  a t  St Joseph 
Hospital  in Syracuse ,  NY fo r  se v e r a l  weeks. S e r v i c e s  
were conducted at  St Rose of Lima in Sy racuse .  He was 
buried with f u l l  m i l i t a r y  honors in Woodlawn Cemetery 
on the  19th of  August. Thomas i s  sur vived by h i s  widow, 
Margaret, one son,  a daughter and 4 s i s t e r s .

Thomas was a member and former commander of Post  
43 of the  80th D iv is io n  Veterans A s s o c ia t i o n  and a 
member of the  Veterans of  Foreign Wars. He was a member 
of Company B, 305th Medical B a t t a l i o n ,  80th Infantry  
D iv is io n  during the B a t t l e  of th e  Bulge.

N o t i c e s  have a l s o  been r e c e iv e d  during th e  month 
of August of the  fo l l o w in g :

Jeremiah Junior King, 631 TD Bn. ,  2 August.
Richard T. Martin, 390 FA Bn. ,  94 INFD, 11 August.  
Percy M. Smith, 317 INF, 80 INFD, 26 J u ly .
Garland D. S in ger ,  21 FA Bn. ,  5 INFD, 28 January.  
Eugene R. Mathie, 95 QM Co.,  95 INFD, 30 J u ly .

They w i l l  be s o r e l y  missed .  Our co n d o len ces  t o  the  
f a m i l i e s .  May God grant them Eternal  Rest.  Amen

S i n c e r e l y ,

Robert J.  Van Houten 
Pres i  dent
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Zip.

Veterans of the Battle of the Bulge 
P.O.Box 11129 
Arlington, VA 22210-2129



Your attention, PLEASE...
Use this convenient envelope 
to pay NOW and help maintain 
our VBOB Association

Your dues are $10.00

Make check or nnoney order payable to 
Veterans of the Battle of the Bulge

I Thank You

Dear Comrade...
Our annual dues are the main source of income for VBOB. If the 

arrow on the back cover of this newsletter indicates that you are in 
arrears, won't you please use this convenient envelope to pay your 
dues and help support our wonderful and meaningful organization.

And "Kilroy" says:
While you're at it...how 
about putting a note in 
the same envelope and letting VBOB know what you've been up to 
these past 41 years. Don't forget to mention what outfit you were 
in. You may just get your name in the newsletter.



Shm ittM i 
Ciystal City Hotel

SHERATON HOTELS & INNS. W ORLDWIDE 
1800 JE F F E R S O N  DAVIS HIGHWAY 

ARLINGTON. VIRGINIA 22202



Veterans of the Battle of the Bulge
December 13-15, 1985 Single: $55.00 Double; $55.00

Triple: N/A Quad: N/A
Suite R a t e s  Available Upon Request.

Please  Print
N a m e _______________________________________________________________________________

Street

City

Arrival Date

Departure Date

Please Reserve

last first

State Zip

d a y  of w eek m o n th d a te

d a y  of w eek m o n th d a te

room(s) for person (s)

NAMES OF PERSONS SHARING ACCOMMODATIONS

SheraU>n Crystal City Ftotel
FIRST NIGHT DEPOSIT OR MAJOR CREDIT CARD

FOR ANY  ARRIVAL AFTER 6 PM
A c{uaranteed paym ent a ssu re s  you that a room  will held for your day of 
aniva!. The room  will becom e available for resale if you have not registered 
by 6:00 AM THE FO L L O W IN G  M O RNING . You wi'I be billed for the  first 
nights room  r€;venue if the reservation is not cancelled before 6 PM on the 
day of arrival. Please ask  the clerk for a cancellation num ber (703/486-1111).

GUAFtANTEE INFORMATION: (Please Print)

Firm Name  _______________________________________________________

Address 

City __

Horne P h o r e _________

Credit C a r d __________
AX, VISA, MC, DC, CB

EXPIRATION DATE: _

State Zip

______Business Phone

(circle one)

Reservations must be received at the hotel b y ___
Resewations received after this date will be accepted on a space and rale available Ixjsis only.

SIGNATURE:

CHECK OUT TIME IS 1 PM; ROOM S WILL N O T  BE READY  
FOR Y OU F ARRIVAL UNTIL 3 PM.


