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GE N ER A L  MEMBER S HI P  MEETI NG & B A N Q U E T  S U P E R B ! !
On 13 D e c e m b e r  1985 some 170 mem.bers at)d 
g u e s t s  r e g i s t e r e d  f o r  t h e  4th G e n e r a l  Mem­
b e r s h i p  Meet ing  of  t h e  V e t e r a n s  of  t h e  B a t ­
t le  o f  t h e  B u l g e .  It was a h a p p y  occas ion  
f o r  many who w e r e  s e e i n g  old f r i e n d s  f o r  
t h e  f i r s t  t ime s i n c e  l a s t  y e a r ' s  m e e t i n g .
T h e  Atr ium L o u n g e  p r o v e d  to be  t h e  focal  
g a t h e r i n g  p o i n t .  Sam S i l v e r m a n ,  p h o t o ­
g r a p h e r ,  d i s p l a y e d  p h o t o s  t a k e n  d u r i n g  t h e  
p a s t  y e a r  of  VBOB a c t i v i t i e s .

On 15 D e c e m b e r ,  m e m b e r s  g a t h e r e d  a t  t h e  
Tomb of  t h e  U n k n o w n  S o ld ie r  to view t h e  
1100-hour  c h a n g i n g  of  t h e  g u a r d ,  fol lowed 
b y  an  i m p r e s s i v e  Spec ia l  T r o o p  C e r e m o n y .
A w r e a t h  was p r e s e n t e d  a t  T h e  Tomb b y  
R o b e r t  J .  V a n H o u t e n  a n d  A n d r e  H u b e r t ,  
C e n t r e  de  R e c h e r c h e s  e t  d ' l n f o r m a t i o n s  s u r  
la Bata i l le  d e s  A r d e n n e s  ( C R I B A ) ,  Belg ium.

T h a t  same d a y  a memorial  s e r v i c e  was  he ld  
a t  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  C h r i s t  C h u r c h  in A l e x a n d ­
r i a ,  V A .

r e a d  b y  C ly d e  D. B o d e n ,  P a s t  P r e s i d e n t ,  
VBOB.  As each  name was r e a d ,  a r o s e  was  
p la c e d  in a w r e a t h  b y  R o b e r t  J .  V a n H o u t e n ,  
P r e s i d e n t ,  a n d  D o r o t h y  S.  D a v i s ,  R e c o r d ­
i n g  S e c r e t a r y .  Mrs .  B e r n i c e  Olson was  
p r e s e n t  to  p la ce  a r o s e  in memory  of  h e r  
h u s b a n d ,  VBOB m e m b e r  J o h n  A. O l s o n ,  who 
d i ed  t h i s  p a s t  y e a r .  T h e  fol lowing  p r a y e r s  
w e r e  o f f e r e d .

" F a t h e r  of  a l l ,  we p r a y  to You f o r  t h o s e  we 
l o v e ,  b u t  s e e  no l o n g e r .  G r a n t  th em  Y o u r  
p e a c e ;  le t  l i g h t  p e r p e t u a l l y  s h i n e  u p o n  t h e m ; ’ 
a n d ,  in Y o u r  lo v i n g  wisdom a n d  a l m i g h t y  
p o w e r ,  w ork  in them t h e  good  p u r p o s e  of  j 
Yo u r  p e r f e c t  v/ill t h r o u g h  t h e  g r a c e  t h a t  
You b e s t o w  on t h e  f a i t h f u l  d e p a r t e d  a n d  on 
t h o s e  who m o u r n .  Amen.

"A lm ig h t y  God ,  with whom s t i l l  l ive t h e  
s p i r i t s  of  t h o s e  who d ie  in t h e  L o r d ,  a n d  
with whom t h e  s o u l s  o f  t h e  f a i t h f u l  a r e  in 
joy a n d  f e l i c i t y ,  we g iv e  You h e a r t f e l t  
t h a n k s  f o r  t h e  good  e x a m p l e s  of  all  Y o u r  
s e r v a n t s  wh o ,  h a v i n g  f i n i s h e d  t h e i r  c o u r s e  
in f a i t h ,  now f in d  r e s t  a n d  r e f r e s h m e n t .
May we,  with all who h a v e  d i ed  in t h e  t r u e  
fa i th  of  Y o u r  ho ly  n am e,  h a v e  p e r f e c t  f u l ­
f i l lment  a n d  b l i s s i n  Y o u r  e t e r n a l  a n d  e v e r ­
l a s t i n g  g l o r y .  A m e n ."

On t h e  f i r s t  d a y  of  t h i s  ga la  a f f a i r ,  a B oo k/  
A u t h o r  a r e a  p r o v i d e d  an  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  
m e m b e r s  to p L ' r c h a s e  c o p ie s  of  b o o k s  w r i t t e n  
on B a t t le  of  t h e  B u lg e  t o p i c s  a s  well  a s  to

( C o n t i n u e d  on P a g e  3)

P r e s i d i n g  a t  t h e  s e r v i c e  was t h e  
R e v .  G e o r g e  Vv. Hall ,  J r .  A f t e r  t h e  s e r m o n ,  
t h e  nam es  of  d e c e a s e d  VBOB m e m b e rs  w e r e

VBOB MEETS AGAIN IN 1986

Plan now f o r  t h e  1986 
G e n e r a l  M e m b e r s h i p  M ee t in g  
in t h e  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C .  
a r e a  on N o v e m b e r  6 - 8 .



THE STARS AND STRIPES—THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE

VBOB O ff ice r s  and  S ta f f
T H E  B U L G E  B U G L E  is  t h e  o f f i c i a l  p u b i i c a -  
t i o n  o f ~ V e t e r a n s  o f  t h e  B a t t l e  t h e  
B u l ^ e .  I t  i s  i s s u e d  f i v e  t i m e s  y e a r l y .

R O B E R T  J .  V a n H O U T E N ,  P r e s i d e n t ,
16th F i e ld  A r t i l l e r y  O b s e r v a t i o n  B n .

WM. T .  G R E E N V I L L E ,  E x e c .  V ic e  P r e s i ­
d e n t .  8 6 t h  C h e m i c a l  M o r t a r  B a t t a l i o n  

WM. A. S I M P K I N S ,  V ice  P r e s i d e n t  f o r  R e g ­
io n a l  C o o r d i n a t i o n .  XIX T A C ,  9 t h  AF 

E U G E N E  G.  O R O U I L L A R D ,  V ic e  P r e s i d e n t  
f o r  M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s .  7 5 t h  I n f a n t r y  D iv .  

NE IL  B.  T H O M P S O N ,  V ic e  P r e s i d e n t  f o r  
M e m b e r s h i p ,  7 4 0 t h  T a n k  B n .

WM. R.  H E M P H I L L .  T r e a s u r e r ,  3 r d  A r m d .
D i v .  3 6 t h  AIR 

J O S E P H  L A N G B A R T ,  G e n e r a l  C o u n s e l ,
9 9 t h  i n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n  

D O R O T H Y  S .  D A V I S ,  R e c o r d i n g  S e c r e t a r y ,  
A r m y  N u r s e .  5 7 t h  F i e l d  H o s p i t a l  

R .  L.  LEMMON. E d i t o r .  T H E  BU L G E  
B U G L E , T h i r d  U . S .  A r m v  E n g i n e e r s  

E L T U R I N O  L. L O I A C O N O .  A s s t .  E d i t o r .
lOth A r m o r e d  D i v i s i o n  

P E T E R  G.  D O U N I S .  A s s t .  E d i t o r .
7 5 t h  I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n  

ANN K. G R A Y ,  S t a f f  T y p i s t  
TOM G I L L I S ,  C o r r e s p o n d i n g  S e c r e t a r y ,

4 t h  A r m o r e d  D i v i s i o n ,  C C R  
T h e  R e v .  G E O R G E  W. H A L L .  J R . ,  C h a p ­

l a i n .  9 4 t h  I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n  
T h e  R e v .  J O S E P H  K O P F ,  A s s t .  C h a p l a i n ,  

!6 th  F i e l d  A r t v .  O b s e r v a t i o n  B n .
D i r e c t o rH A R O L D  P .  L E I N S A U G H ,

P u b l i c  R e l a t i o n s ,  8 4 t h  I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n  
R O B E R T  F .  P H I L L I P S .  H i s t o r i a n ,  28 th  

I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n  
H E K B E R T  T O S C A N O .  N o r t h e a s t  D i r e c t o r ,  

P u o l i c  R e l a t i o n s ,  9 t h  A . F . .  432-321 F . C  
Sq  u a u  r u n  

WM. P .  S C H N E I D E R N o r t h  C e n t r a l  D i r e c ­
t o r .  P u b l i c  i ^ e l s t i o n s .  8 3 r d  I n f a n t r y  D i v .

G E O R G E  C H E K A N .  P r o m o t i o n ,  9 t h  I n f .  Div

OU R O B J E C T I V E S  A R E :
• T o  f o s t e r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p e a c e  

a n d  g o o d  will
• T o  p r o m o t e  f r i e n d s h i p
* To  p e r p e t u a t e  t h e  m e m o r y  of  

t h e  s a c r i f i c e  i n v o l v e d
* T o  p r e s e r v e  h i s t o r i c a l  d a t a  

a n d  s i t e s

VBOB
L I FE M E M B E R S H I P S

S50 if  a g e  70 o r  o v e r  
$75 i f  a g e  50 t h r u  69 
SiOO if  u n d e r  a g e  50

Our Middle Name Was 
Automatic Weapons

By CJyd« Bodcn

Co/ Clyde L>. Boden. AUS-Kel.. 
an Army War CoUege graduate and 
a freelance wnter. was a platoon 
commander m the 5S7lh AAA A W 
Bn. He is the past president of the 
Veterans of the Battle of the 
Bulge *

In (hese days of sophisiicaled and 
cosily military arm s, a flashback o f 
m ore ihan  44) years ago brmgs pic- 

o l hghiinp  soldiers and effec- 
lisc and  inevpen.sivc weapons (hat 
were cds> to  m ainiaiii.

O u i  m o b iie  a c k a c k  b a i -  
lalion  the 557lh provided air. 
g round , and  river-crossing support 
Toi a grcal iiilaiiUy diviMOi: ihc 
84ih —while in position and  '*hcn 
on the m ove m all kinds o f  weather 
in tiu rope  during  W orld W ar II 

B e c a u se  we w ere u su sa lly  
tleploved aroiinti ih r  division ar 
lillery and advanced with la.\k 
forces and other fighting elements, 
we were required  o ilen  10 fire m 
s i tn c tiv e ly  an d  a c c u ra te ly  at 
fleeting targets. We had little o r no 
w arning o l high-.specd enemy a ir ­
craft Hying at tree-top level nor ol 
opposing ritlem en hiding behind a 
ircc oi in li 

We were successful for several 
reasons.

First, we were trained. Everyone 
was in eKceltrni physical condition 
and  wdA ciuatiticcl o n  at icsst one 
small arm s w eapon; the crew who 
fired the m achine guns and the can ­
nons had spent m onths drilling and 
on firing ranges.

Second, we w'cre disciplined. 
N on-com m issioned officers had 
m uch au th o rity —m oreso even in 
co m b a t—and were respected by the 
tro o p s  and  supported  by the o f ­

ficers. The jun io r officers were 
closely associated with the soldiers 
but m aintained a  p roper distance 
between them  and  also from  the

tam paign5 served in the ^rm y 
i>f O ccua'.ion and for several mon 
tbs th ereafte r as a unit.

F ifth , w t were not burdened ad 
m inistrattvely. At the platoon level, 
for exam ple, we had only m orning, 
casualty , and  am m unition  reports 
to  retuler and  they were subm itted 
verbally

Sixth, we had w eapons that were

Sgt Ray W als tead 's  6th gun sec tio n  ot A/S57th AAA p o se s  during Battle 
of the Bulge. Opts w ere Daniel Buchan, Henry C hrow stow ski, an d  Steve 
Shtmrak.

sen io r o ffic e rs  w ho  p ro v id ed  
guidance &nd a m inim um  o f sup e r­
vision. All fnem bers o f  the unit 
*,cxc conscious o f  and  practiccd 
military courtesy.

T hird , equipm ent and personal 
gear were m ain ta ined . D uring 
train ing , m ore lim e was spent in the 
giin park  and  m o to r pool than  
anyw here and during com bat one 
gun at a tim e in each p latoon  was 
ou t o f  action  each day for care and 
m aintenance. Vehicles, weapons, 
and clothing were inspected fre­
quently.

F ou rth , we had unit integrity. 
Following 16 m onths o f  training 
together, we fought in four m ajor

easy to  ma.ster. m aintain , and 
use—the M l rifle, the carbine, the 
.45 caliber p isto l, the subm achine 
gun . vch ick -m oun tcd  and tour 
barrel .50 caliber m achine guns, 
and the 40 millimeter cannons. In 
add ition , in com bat:

We were well supplied in every 
class an d  used o u r am m unition 
econom ically , firing only when 
targets were deem ed to  be hostile. 
N '̂e m ade every shot count.

O u r sighting was d irec t—we had 
no  add itional equipm ent and ad- 
ju su n en ts  cou ld  be m ade instantly 

We were proud  to  be the 557th 
A A A  A utom atic W eapons B atta­
lion .

AND. . .STILL MORE 
[MEMBERS SPEAK OUT!

An Upper Darby,  PA news­
paper carried an item early  
this year concerning VBOB 
member Rev.  Charles F. 
Gorman, Station Hospital,  
Belgium, who celebrated  
his 94th birthday in Decem­
ber.  Among cards he re ­
ceived was one from the 
"Survivors of the Battle of 
the Bulge" where Father  
Gorman served  as chaplain.  
Thanks to Jack Kearney,  
84th Division, for this news

In January of last year  
VBOB assoc iate  member 
Andre Herion , CRIB A , 
Liege,  Belgium, asked if 
anyone could locate Ray­
mond Garrison,  82nd Air­
borne Divis ion.  M. Herion 
now tells us that in Sep­
tember he located Garrison 
while guid ing  some G V s  in 
Liege and offers  his s e r ­

vices  to guide those of us  
who may find ourse lves  in 
Liege.  Many thanks ,  
A n d r e .

2



(GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING & 
BANQUET S U P E R B ! !  ( C o n t ' d .  f rom 
P a g e  1 . )
meet  some of  t h e  a u t h o r s  — J o h n  Ca mp be l l ,  
C h a r l e s  B. MacDonald ,  Ha ro ld  L e i n b a u g h  
a n d  R o b e r t  Ph i l l i p s .

An e v e n i n g  Social  H o u r  p r o v i d e d  a r e l a x i n g  
a t m o s p h e r e  f o r  v i s i t i n g  with new a n d  old 
f r i e n d s .  Edwin  T h i e r r y  t a p e d  o ra l  h i s t o r i e s  
of  t h o s e  w i s h i n g  to r e c o r d  t h e  memor ies  of 
t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e s  in t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u lg e .  
T h e s e  h i s t o r i e s  will be  p la c e d  in t h e  VBOB 
M u s e u m .

On th e  s e c o n d  d a y  t h e  m e e t in g  was cal led  
to  o r d e r  a t  0830 h o u r s  b y  P r e s i d e n t  Van 
H o u t e n .  T h e  Color  G u a r d  f rom Amer ican  
Legion  Po s t  248,  Oxon Hill,  MD a n d  com­
m a n d e d  b y  C a p t .  J o h n  P e t e r s o n  p o s t e d  t h e  
C o l o r s .  E u g e n e  D r o u i l l a r d  led t h e  a t t e n d e e s  
in t h e  s a l u t e  to t h e  F lag  fol lowed b y  the  
o p e n i n g  p r a y e r  b y  t h e  R e v .  G e o r g e  Hall ,  J r .

Mr.  V a n H o u t e n  t h e n  i n v i t e d  t h e  m e m b e r s  to 
i n t r o d u c e  t h e m s e l v e s  b y  g i v i n g  t h e i r  name 
a n d  mi l i t a ry  o r g a n i z a t i o n  s e r v e d  with  d u r i n g  
t h e  B a t t l e  of  t h e  B u lg e  a n d  a l so  v ;he re  t h e y  
l ive  t o d a y .

P r e s i d e n t  V a n H o u t e n  t h e n  r e p o r t e d  on 
V B O B 's  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  g r o w t h  d u r i n g  t h e  
p a s t  y e a r  a n d  t h e  e x c i t i n g  p l a n s  f o r  s p e c ­
ial e v e n t s  a n d  c o n t i n u e d  g r o w t h  in 1986.
He e n c o u r a g e d  m e m b e r s  to c o n s i d e r  s t a r t i n g  
VBOB c h a p t e r s  in t h e i r  home a r e a s .

A f t e r  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  m e m b e r s  made t h e  fo l low­
i n g  s u g g e s t i o n s :  Membe rs  s h o u l d  be  e n ­
c o u r a g e d  to w r i te  a b o u t  VBOB to t h e i r  O r ­
g a n i z a t i o n  H e a d q u a r t e r s  a s  a me thod  of  i n ­
c r e a s i n g  i n t e r e s t  a n d  m e m b e r s h i p  in VBOB.  
P u b l i s h  in THE BULGE BUGLE d a t e s  a n d  
p l a c e s  of u p c o m i n g  VBOB e v e n t s  so  t h o s e  
w i s h i n g  to a t t e n d  can  make  a r r a n g e m e n t s  to 
do  s o .  At f u t u r e  m e m b e r s h i p  m e e t i n g s ,  
p u b l i s h  a l i st  of  a t t e n d e e s  a n d  t h e i r  o r g a n i ­
z a t i o n s .  Deve lop  a s imple  m et h o d  f o r  t h o s e  
r e g i s t e r i n g  a t  m e e t i n g s  to s i g n  in u n d e r  a 
l i s t i n g  of  t h e i r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  to allow mem­
b e r s  of  t h e  same o r g a n i z a t i o n  to ea s i l y  c o n ­
ta c t  each  o t h e r  if t h e y  so d e s i r e .

A f t e r  a b r e a k ,  movies  of  t h e  "1984 R e t u r n  
T r i p  to t h e  A r d e n n e s "  w e r e  s h o w n .

A h i g h l i g h t  of  t h e  m o r n i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  
s e c o n d  d a y  v. a s  a p a n e l  o f  f o r m e r  P r i s o n e r s  
of  War r e p o r t i n g  on t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e s  in 
1944/4 5 .  P r e s i d e n t  V a n H o u t e n ,  a f o r m e r  
POVv, s e r v e d  a s  m o d e r a t o r  of  t h e  p a n e l  a n d

o p e n e d  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  with  co m m ent s  a b o u t  
h is  f o u r  m o n t h s  in c a p t i v i t y .  O t h e r  p a n e l ­
i s t s  w e r e  A r t  K. G o r d o n ,  David  S c h n e c k ,
D r .  C h a r l e s  S t e n g e r  a n d  Donald W h i t n e r .
T h i s  s e s s i o n  was  r e c o r d e d  a n d  t h e  t a p e s  
will be  p l a c e d  in t h e  VBOB Mus eum.

T h e s e  me n,  all  c a p t u r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  B a t t le  
of  t h e  Bul ge ,  to ld of  t h e  b i t t e r  cold a n d  
s t a r v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s .  Some of them h a d  los t  
w e ig h t  f rom 160 to  70 p o u n d s  b y  t h e  t ime 
t h e y  w e r e  f r e e d  f rom t h e  p r i s o n  c a m p s .
T hi n  s o u p  f o r  b r e a k f a s t  a n d  s a w d u s t - l i k e  
b r e a d  f o r  t h e  e v e n i n g  meal was a u s u a l  
d i e t .

So a s  to p r e v e n t  t h e  G e r m a n s  f rom u s i n g  
t h e  warm G1 c l o t h i n g ,  many of  t h e  men 
t h r e w  t h e i r  o v e r c o a t s  a n d  b o o t s  o v e r  a c l i f f  
when  c a p t u r e  se e m e d  im m in ent .  On v;ork 
d e t a i l s  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  would  u s e  t h e  p i c k s  
a n d  s h o v e l s  in s u c h  a m a n n e r  a s  to b r e a k  
t h e  wooden  h a n d l e s .  D r .  S t e n g e r  to ld of 
h is  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  a com ba t  m e d i c / p r i s o n e r  
of  w a r .  With no s u p p l i e s  o r  m e d i c i n e s ,  he  
s t r u g g l e d  to  he lp  t h o s e  s u f f e r i n g  f rom a 
m u l t i t u d e  of  p h y s i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  s u c h  a s  
h e p a t i t i s ,  o p e n  w o u n d s ,  f r o z e n  f e e t ,  s t a r ­
va t i o n  a n d  d y s e n t e r y .  He sa id  he  bec a m e  
v e r y  good  a t  " s t e a l i n g  t h i n g s . "

A n o t h e r  p a n e l i s t  to ld  of  b e i n g  on t h e  l a b o r  
d e ta i l  f o r c e d  to c le an  o u t  t h e  c r e m a t o r i e s  
in a c o n c e n t r a t i o n  c am p .

A f t e r  l u n c h  a "Book of  R e p o r t s "  b y  t h e  
e l e c t e d  o f f i c e r s  a n d  some commit te e  c h a i r ­
men was  p r o v i d e d  to all m e m b e r s  at  t h e  t ime 
of r e g i s t r a t i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  b r i e f  co m m e n t s  
a n d  r e p o r t s  w e r e  made a s  fol low:

THE BULGE BUGLE: R. L. Lemmon,  e d i t o r ,  
r e p o r t e d  t h a t  two s p e c i a l  s e c t i o n s  will be  
a d d e d  to u p c o m i n g  i s s u e s  - -  " T op  Kick T o p ­
ics" of i n t e r e s t  b y  "Old Top Kick" a n d  
" T h e  C h a p l a i n ' s  Word" by  t h e  R e v .  G e o r g e  
Hall ,  J r .  P la n s  a r e  to p u b l i s h  f iv e  e d i t i o n s  
of t h e  p a p e r  in 1986. A r t i c le s  of  i n t e r e s t  
a r e  a lw a y s  welcomed fo r  p u b l i c a t i o n .  D e a d ­
l ine s  f o r  a n y  m a te r i a l  s e n t  to t h e  e d i t o r  a r e  
t h e  ? th  of  J a n u a r y ,  M a rc h ,  May,  J u l y  a n d  
S e p t e m b e r .

T r e a s u r e r ' s  R e p o r t :  William Hemphi l l  s t a t e d
t h a t  3 ,692  m e m b e r s h i p s  h a v e  b e e n  i s s u e d .  
C h a p la in  Hall made  a motion to a c c e p t  t h e  
w r i t t e n  r e p o r t ,  E. " L u c k y "  Loiacono 
s e c o n d e d  th e  m.otion a n d  it  was  a p p r o v e d  by  
t h e  m e m b e r s  p r e s e n t .

( C o n t i n u e d  on P a g e  5)



Me mb e ^  pe^akT) u t
R e v .  Allen G. S l y e ,  4 Whipple  S t . ,  P u t n a m ,  
CT 06260 d e s i r e s  in fo  on w h e r e a b o u t s  of 
S / S G T  VAXMONSKY, Michael  P.  a n d  PFC 
B R E N T ,  C a r l  M. T h e y  w e r e  l a s t  k n o w n  to 
be  wi th  Co.  F,  47th  I n f ,  9 th  Div a r o u n d  
B r u c h h a u s e n ,  G e r m a n y  in e a r l y  M a rc h ,  '45.

W a r r e n  J e n s o n ,  793rd  Field A r t i l l e r y  B n . ,  
r e c o m m e n d s  r e a d i n g  ARD EN N ES- TH E 
S E C R E T  WAR b y  C h a r l e s  W h i t i ng ,  p u b l i s h e d  
b y  S te in  & Da y,  i n c . ,  B r i a r c l i f f  Man or ,  N.Y 
10510. T h e  a u t h o r ' s  a p p r o a c h  to t h e  A r ­
d e n n e s  i s  on an  i n t e l l i g e n c e  a n g l e  of  b o th  
3 id e s  o f  t h e  b a t t l e  a n d  i t s  e f f e c t s .  W ar ren  
e n j o y e d  A TIME FOR TRUMPETS b y  o u r  
own C h a r l e s  B. MacDonald  w r i t t e n  " f rom  t h e  
p e r s p e c t i v e  of  a f o r m e r  i n f a n t r y  c o m p a n y  
c o m m a n d e r .  "

J e a n  E.  H a r t l e y  of R e d d i n g ,  CA a n d  widow 
of  .H erbe r t  L. H a r t l e y ,  a P u r p l e  H e a r t  v e t ­
e r a n  of  t h e  B u l g e ,  is  a new A s s o c ia te  Mem­
b e r  of  VBO B.  Sh e  w r i t e s  of  a r e c e n t  v i s i t  
to Be lg ium  a n d  E n g l a n d  a n d  t h e  d a u g h t e r  
o f  a Be lg i an  family who c a r e d  f o r  h e r  h u s ­
b a n d  a n d  t h r e e  o t h e r s  i n j u r e d  n e a r  M a g e r -  
o t t e ,  Morh e t  a n d  P in s a m o n t  on t h e i r  way  
b a c k  to  a f ield h o s p i t a l .  S he  a l so  v i s i t e d  
S w i n d o n  a n d  W i n c h e s t e r ,  E n g l a n d ,  w h e r e  
t h e  17th A i r b o r t i e  was s t a t i o n e d .  S h e  a l so  
saw t h e  mu se um  a n d  Am.erican Memorial  at  
B a s t o g n e  a n d  t h e  U . S .  Mil i ta ry  C e m e t e r y  
in L u x e m b o u r g .  She  is g la d  t h e r e  is an 
o r g a n i z a t i o n  s u c h  a s  o u r s ,  i n t e r e s t e d  in 
p e r p e t u a t i n g  t h e  memory  of  t h e  s a c r i f i c e s  
i n v o l v e d ,  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of  d a t a  a n d  
s i t e s ,  a n d  most  i m p o r t a n t  — t h e  f o s t e r i n g  
of  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p e a c e  a n d  good will.

A m b r o s e  Co l l i e r ,  Co.  I, 422d R e g t ,  106th 
D iv is io n ,  w r i t e s  t h a t  he  a n d  h is  wife t o u r e d  
t h e  B u lg e  a r e a  las t  S e p t e m b e r  a n d  w e r e  im­
p r e s s e d  with t h e  f r i e n d l i n e s s  of  t h e  p e o p l e ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  of  CRIBA a n d  CEBA who 
wen t  o u t  of  t h e i r  way  to he lp  in a n y  way 
t h e y  c o u l d .  Mr. Col l ie r  is  on e  of  t h r e e  
f o r m e r  p r i s o n e r s  of w a r  who made  t h e  t r i p .

E m anu e l  Lam b,  83d D iv i s io n ,  w r i t e s  to r e ­
p o r t  t h a t  t h e  331st I n f ,  83d Div is ion  was 
t h e  f i r s t  u n i t  to r e a c h  t h e  R h i n e  R i v e r ,  
c a p t u r i n g  N e u s s ,  a d j a c e n t  to  D u s s e l d o r f ,  
G e r m a n y .  He s t a t e s  t h a t  2nd  B n ,  Co.  E, 
331st I n f ,  w e r e  t h e  f i r s t  t r o o p s  of  b o t h  t h e  
F i r s t  a n d  N in th  A rm ies to r e ach  t h e  Rh in e .

(More  MEMBERS SPEAK OUT on P a g e 6  )

C h e r i s h  a n d  r e s p e c t  i t .
To it be  a l w a y s  t r u e .
P l e d g e  to it a l le g ia n c e  
Day in a n d  o u t  a n e w .
Uphold  it a n d  d e f e n d  it 
W h e n e 'e r  t h e  n e e d  may b e .
N e v e r  be  a s h a m e d  to show 
Y o u r  p r i d e  a n d  l o y a l t y .
R e m e m b e r  t h a t  i t  s t a n d s  f o r  
J u s t i c e  a n d  f o r  r i g h t ,
And t h a t  it is  t h e  b a n n e r  
Of f r e e d o m ' s  s h i n i n g  l i g h t .

. . . Ha ro ld  F . Mohn

MILITARY p u b l i s h e r - ^
A rm ond  M. Noble 
will s e n d  a f r e e  ( n o  
o b l i g a t i o n )  sa m pl e  c o p y  to a n y o n e  r e ­
q u e s t i n g  i t .  T h e  c o p y  he  s e n t  to me 
is most  i n t e r e s t i n g  a n d  I h a v e  s u b ­
s c r i b e d .  It h a s  b e e n  p u b l i s h e d  
m o n th ly  f o r  t h e  p a s t  I j  y e a r s .  Write 
MILITARY,  2122-28th S t . ,  S a c r a m e n t o  
CA 95818.

E D I T O R ' S  
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Wm. A. S in ip k in s ,  VBOB VP f o r  RGgionsl  
C o o r d i n a t i o n ,  r e c e n t l y  a s k e d  t h e  e d i t o r  of  
THE ST ARS  AND S T R IP E S  if  t h e r e  i s  a c e n ­
t r a l  loca t ion  w h e r e  WWII v e t e r a n s  may w r i t e  
to o b t a i n  c o p ie s  of  t h e i r  o ff icia l  mi l i t a ry  
s e r v i c e  h e a l t h  r e c o r d s / m e d i c a l  r e c o r d s .
T h e  r e s p o n s e  was to w r i t e  Mi l i ta ry P e r s o n ­
nel  R e c o r d s  C e n t e r ,  G e n e r a l  S e r v i c e s  A d-  
m i t i i s t r a t i o n , 9700 P a g e  B l v d . ,  S t .  L ou i s ,
MO 63132. ______________

I am t h e  p r o u d  o w n e r  of  a r e c e n t l y  o b s o l ­
e t e  c o m p u t e r  p r i n t o u t  of  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  
of  VBOB which  c o n t a i n s  12 e l e m e n t s  of i n ­
fo rm a t i o n  on e v e r y  m e m b e r .  O u r  T r e a s ­
u r e r ,  Bill Hemphi l l ,  a s k e d  if I 'd  l ike  to 
h a v e  i t ;  I sa id  I w o u l d .  T h e n  I w o n d e r e d  
w h a t  i ' d  do with it a n d  d e c i d e d  to c o u n t  
how ma ny m e m b e r s  we h a v e  l iv in g  in Mich­
i g a n .  Among well  o v e r  100 p r i n t o u t  p a g e s  
1 i d e n t i f i e d  130 m e m b e r s  in my s t a t e ,  18 in 
B e lg iu m ,  9 in L u x e m b o u r g ,  3 in West G e r ­
m a n y ,  two e ach  C a n a d a  a n d  E n g l a n d ,  a n d  
o n e  in Mexico.  In c o n c l u s i o n ,  I do not  
know w h a t  al l  t h i s  in fo  m e a n s .  If  a n y o n e  
w i s h e s  s p e c i f i c  d a t a  ( f o r  e x a m p l e ,  how 
many of  us  w e r e  b o r n  in 1920 o r  in M a rc h ,  
o r  h a v e  a ZIP e n d i n g  in 7,  o r  w h o s e  f i r s t  
name is A r t h u r ) ,  le t  us  kn ow  a n d  p e r h a p s  
Bi ll ' s  c o m p u t e r  can  s p i t  it o u t  f o r  y o u .



(GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING &
BANQUET S U P E R B ! !  ( C o n t ' d .  from 
Pa ge  3 . )

V . P .  fo r  Mi l i ta ry A f f a i r s :  E u g e n e  D ro u i l la rd  
r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  VBOB R ib b o n  a n d  Medal ­
lion a r e  a v a i l a b l e  to all m e m b e r s .  P lan s  
a r e  b e i n g  f in a l i z e d  with A r l i n g t o n  C e m e t e r y  
of f ic ia l s  f o r  t h e  p l a n t i n g  of  two t r e e s ,  on e  
on e i t h e r  s i d e  of  a m a rb le  a n d  b r o n z e  
p l a q u e .  T h i s  memoria l  will be  n e a r  t h e  Tomb 
of  t h e  U n k n o w n  S o l d i e r  a n d  will be  d e d i c a t e d  
to t h o s e  Amer ican  s o l d i e r s  who lost  t h e i r  
l iv e s  in t h e  B a t t le  of  t h e  B u l g e .

VBOB Museum,  F t .  Meade ,  MD: Alan A r c h -
a m b a u l t ,  c u r a t o r ,  g a v e  a r e p o r t  on t h e  
s t a t u s  of  t h e  m u s e u m .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  
is a n e e d  f o r  more a r t i f a c t s  to p r o p e r l y  p r e ­
s e n t  t h e  s t o r y  of  t h e  B a t t l e  of  t h e  B u lg e .  
Members  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  to c o n t r i b u t e  a n y  
r e l e v a n t  m a te r i a l s  t h e y  may h a v e .  A f t e r  
t h i s  r e p o r t ,  David S c h n e c k ,  f o r m e r  POW, 
d o n a t e d  p i c t u r e s  t a k e n  i n s i d e  of  a POW c am p .  
It was s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  a "m u s eu m  w a n t - l i s t "  
be  p u b l i s h e d  in o u r  p a p e r .

Nomina t ion of  O f f i c e r s :  Ben La y to n  p r e ­
s e n t e d  t h e  s l a t e  of  n o m in a t e d  o f f i c e r s  for  
1986: P r e s i d e n t  — R o b e r t  J .  V a n H o u t e n ,  E x e c ­
u t i v e  Vice P r e s i d e n t — William T.  G r e e n v i l l e ,  
Vice P r e s i d e n t  f o r  Re g io na l  C o o r d i n a t i o n  — 
William A. S i m p k i n s ,  Vice P r e s i d e n t  f o r  Mil­
i t a r y  A f f a i r s - - E u g e n e  G. D r o u i l l a r d ,  Vice 
P r e s i d e n t  f o r  M e m b e r s h i p - - N e i l  B. T h o m p s o n ,  
T r e a s u r e r - - W i l l i a m  R. Hemphi l l ,  R e c o r d i n g  
S e c r e t a r y - - D o r o t h y  S.  Davis  a n d  C o r r e s ­
p o n d i n g  S e c r e t a r y  — Tom Gil l is .  T h e  s la te  was 
a c c e p t e d  b y  a c c la m a t i o n .

Ga la xy  T o u r s :  Hal R y d e r  b r i e f e d  t h e  g r o u p  
on t h e  p l a n s  b e i n g  d e v e l o p e d  f o r  t h e  1986 
r e t u r n  t r i p  to t h e  B a t t l e  of  t h e  Bu lg e  a r e a .  
T h e  t o u r  v/ill b e g i n  m i d - S e p t e m b e r  1986 a n d  
s t a r t  f rom A m s te rd a m  a n d  e n d  in P a r i s .
S id e  t r i p s  may be  a r r a n g e d  f o r  t h o s e  who 
d e s i r e  to s t a y  l o n g e r .  More i n fo rm a t i o n  will 
be  f o r t h c o m i n g  a s  soon  a s  f ina l  d e c i s i o n s  
a r e  c o m p l e t e d . T h e  r o u t e  of  t h e  t o u r  will 
be  t h a t  fol lowed b y  H i t l e r  in h i s  c a m p a ig n  
a c r o s s  E u r o p e .

Many of  t h e  m e m b e r s  a n d  t h e i r  g u e s t s  e n ­
jo yed  a f e s t i v e  e v e n i n g  a t  t h e  West End D in ­
n e r  T h e a t r e  co m p le te  with d i n n e r  a n d  th e  
p l a y ,  " F i d d l e r  on t h e  R o o f . "

On t h e  t h i r d  d a y  a n d  in a d d i t i o n  to t h e  Mem­
or ia l  S e r v i c e  a t  C h r i s t  C h u r c h  t h e  Gala 
B a n q u e t  v ja s  he ld  in t h e  e v e n i n g  wi th a 
soc ia l  h o u r  a t  1800. A n d r e  H u b e r t ,  CR IB A ,
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F5elgium, a n d  s p e c i a l  g u e s t  a t  t h i s  y e a r ' s  
m e e t i n g ,  s p o k e  b r i e f l y  a n d  made  s e v e r a l  
p r e s e n t a t i o n s  to P r e s i d e n t  V a n H o u t e n .

J o s e p h  L a n g b a r t ,  G e n e r a l  C o u n s e l ,  c o n d u c t ­
ed t h e  " I n s t a l l a t i o n  C e r e m o n y "  f o r  t h e  new ly  
e l e c t e d  o f f i c e r s  f o r  1986. G u e s t  s p e a k e r  f o r  
t h e  e v e n i n g  was Major G e n e r a l  J o h n  L. Bal l -  
a n t y n e ,  U . S .  A rm y ,  C o m m a n d in g  G e n e r a l  of 
t h e  Mi l i ta ry D i s t r i c t  of  W a s h i n g t o n .  A f t e r  
t h e  d i n n e r ,  d a n c i n g ,  v i s i t i n g  a n d  some 
" f o n d  f a r e w e l l s  un t i l  n e x t  y e a r "  c o n c l u d e d  
t h e  4th G e n e r a l  M e m b e r s h ip  M ee t in g .

On t h e  f o u r t h  d a y ,  many of  t h e  m e m b e r s  a t ­
t e n d e d  t h e  s e r v i c e  to com m em or a te  t h e  41st an 
n i v e r s a r y  of  t h e  B a t t le  of  t h e  B u lg e  he ld  a t  
t h e  m u s e u m .  F o r t  G e o r g e  G. Meade ,  MD. 
Members  of  t h e  F i r s t  U . S .  Army B a n d  p r o ­
v i d e d  mus i c  f o r  t h e  o c c a s i o n .  L t . G e n .  
C h a r l e s  B.  F r a n k l i n ,  F i r s t  U . S .  Army Com­
m a n d e r ,  F t .  Meade ,  g a v e  a warm welcome to  
t h e  V e t e r a n s  of  t h e  B at t l e  of  t h e  B u l g e .  
Fol lowing t h e  b r i e f  c e r e m o n y ,  l u n c h  a t  t h e  
Bay a n d  S u r f ,  L a u r e l ,  MD, b r o u g h t  to a 
c o n c l u s i o n  t h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  a n d  mos t e n j o y ­
a b le  f o u r - d a y  g a t h e r i n g .  T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
f o u r  d a y s ,  r e m e m b e r e d  in o u r  p r a y e r s  w e r e  
t h e  248 men of  t h e  101st A i r b o r n e  Div is ion  
who h a d  lost  t h e i r  l ive s  in a p l a n e  c r a s h  in 
G a n d e r ,  N e w f o u n d l a n d  s e v e r a l  d a y s  e a r l i e r .

• • • R o b e r t  J .  V a n H o u t e n ,  P r e s i d e n t  •

Up F r o n t w i th  Will ie & J o e
Dy Bi'i M auldin. M eptinied m The S t a 's  and  S in o e s  C ourte sy  of Bin M auidm

‘̂M e  fu tu re  is settled, W illie. I ’m  gonna be a ejrpert on types  
o f European soil.'"



Wm. B a b i k , C C B ,  9 th A r m d .  D i v . o f  E c o r s e ,  
Ml te l l s  u s  a b o u t  t h e  poem ,  " S o l d i e r , "  p u b ­
l i s h e d  in o u r  S e p t e m b e r  1985 e d i t i o n .  T h e  
po em ,  he  w r i t e s ,  was  w r i t t e n  b y  C a p t .  
G e o r g e  L.  S k y p e c k ,  a Vie tnam v e t e r a n .

( MEMBERS SPEAK O U T - C o n t ' d .  f rom P g . 4  )

H. E.  ( G e n e )  R a t e k i n ,  CN C o . ,  335th I n f ,  
84 th  Div ,  f a r m e r / m i n i s t e r  fo l lowing  WWll, 
would  l ik e  to h e a r  f rom a n y  of  t h e  men who 
w e r e  in h i s  u n i t .  Wri te to T r e a s u r e r ,
VBOB .

Leon H. Hanc ock  w r i t e s  to tel l  u s  t h a t  d u r ­
i n g  WWI F o r t  I n d i a n t o w n  G a p ,  PA was a 
b e e h i v e  of  s o l d i e r s  f rom e v e r y  S t a t e  in th i s  
c o u n t r y .  T h e  F o r t  is  s t i l l  m a in ta in e d  f o r  
u s e  in a n a t io n a l  e m e r g e n c y .  S o l d i e r s  f rom 
a r o u n d  t h e  c o u n t r y  s t i l l  come to t h i s  F o r t  
f o r  a c o u p l e  of  w e e k s '  t r a i n i n g .  T h e r e  is 
a l s o  a l a r g e ,  b e a u t i f u l  N at iona l  C e m e t e r y  
f o r  o u r  v e t e r a n s '  l a s t  r o l l - c a l l .  A new 
m i l i ta ry  m useum  is now in t h e  p l a n n i n g  f o r  
F o r t  I n d i a n t o w n  Gap a n d  will n e e d  d o c u m e n ­
t e d  c o m b a t  i t ems  to gu in th e  new fac i l i ty .
If y ou  h a v e  a n y t h i n g  you  t h i n k  m igh t  be  of 
u s e ,  w r i t e  o r  p h o n e  (717) 783-9935,  P e n n ­
s y l v a n i a  H is to r i c a l  a n d  Museum Comm iss ion ,  
P . O .  Box i026,  H a r r i s b u r g ,  PA 17108.

Willard E.  Losh  a s k s  f o r  in f o r m a t i o n  c o n ­
c e r n i n g  h is  c o u s i n ,  H a r la n d  E u g e n e  G o r d o n ,  
b o r n  in 1918 a n d  i n d u c t e d  i n t o  t h e  Army in
1944 a n d  s e n t  to E u r o p e .  He was  i n v o l v e d  
in t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u lg e  p o s s i b l y  wi th Co.  
K, 2fith I n f ,  1st I n f .  Div,  T h i r d  U . S .
A r m y .  He may well  h a v e  b e e n  w o u n d e d  o r  
t a k e n  p r i s o n e r  b e f o r e  h i s  d e a t h .  A n y o n e  
with  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  a s k e d  to  c o n t a c t  Mr.
Losh a t  1011 S.  12th S t . ,  M o n t r o s e ,  CA 81401.

Reunion
511th E n g r .  L ig ht  P o n to n  Co,  44th r e u n i o n ,  
C o r r a l  a t  Host  F a r m s ,  L a n c a s t e r ,  PA, 13-15 
J u n e  1986. C o n ta c t  Haro ld Welch,  1221 May­
f ield R d . ,  Wilmington ,  DE 19803.

51st E n g r .  Combat Q n . ,  1st r e u n i o n  in 40 
y e a r s ,  Ramada  R e n a i s s a n c e  Hote l ,  W a s h i n g ­
t o n ,  D . C . ,  18-20 Apr i l  1986. C o n t a c t  C h a s .  
J .  A t t a r d o ,  R e a r  77 D u r k e e  S t . ,  F o r t y  f 'o r t ,  
PA 18704 .

86 th Chemica l  M o r t a r  B n . ,  Hol iday  Inn  O' 
H a r e ,  R o s e m o n t ,  IL,  1-3 May 1986. C o n ta c t  
J o h n  B. D e a s y ,  1830-30th A v e . ,  San  F r a n ­
c i s c o ,  CA 94122.

7 th A rm o re d  Div is ion A s s n . ,  40 th  A n n u a l  
R e u n i o n ,  H a r r i s b u r g ,  PA,  29 Aug-1 Sep
1986. C o n t a c t  Glenn  R.  F a c k l c r ,  23218 
S p r i n g b r o o k  D r . ,  F a r m i n g t o n  Hil l s,  Ml 
48024.

4th A rm o re d  Division  A s s n . ,  40th  A n n u a l  
C o n v e n t i o n ,  Val ley F o r g e  Hil ton Hote l ,  King 
of  P r u s s i a ,  PA,  17-19 J u l  1986. C o n t a c t  
Samuel  A. S c h e n k e r ,  S r . ,  2440 V ic t o r ia  
D r i v e ,  S h a r o n ,  PA 16146.

C h e s t e r  J .  G e m b s k i ,  Box 319, C h a m b e r s b u r g ,  
PA 17201 w r i t e s  t h a t  he  was a cook  wi th t h e  
3 r d  R e p l .  Depot  a t  Malmedy,  L iege  a n d  many 
o t h e r  l o c a t i o n s  in t h e  A r d e n n e s  C a m p a i g n .
His job  was  to r e c e i v e  f r e s h  t r o o p s  f rom 
t h e  U . S .  on t h e i r  way  to f r o n t  l ine  a s s i g n ­
m e n t s .  Now r e t i r e d  f rom L e t t e r m a n  Army 
D e p o t ,  he  looks  b a c k  on 15 y e a r s  in t h e  
mail o r d e r  b u s i n e s s  wi th  p h o t o s  of  old 
movie c o w b o y s .  ______________

A. Z. A d k i n s ,  VBOB m e m b e r  a n d  a t t o r n e y  
in G a in e s v i l l e ,  FL,  s e n d s  a most  i n t e r e s t i n g  
s t o r y  of  h i s  a n d  a b u d d y ' s  e x p e r i e n c e s  in 
t h e  A r d e n n e s  C a m p a i g n .  It  will be  p u b ­
l i s h e d  in a s u b s e q u e n t  e d i t io n  of  THE 
BULGE B U G L E . A . Z .  was a m e m b e r  of  Co.
H, 317th In f .  R e g t ,  80 th D iv i s io n .  He 
w r i t e s  t h a t  h i s  P la to on  S e r g e a n t  f rom A l b u ­
q u e r q u e ,  NM, r e m e m b e r s  t h a t  t e m p e r a t u r e s  
d u r i n g  t h e  A r d e n n e s  C a m p a ig n  w e r e  a t  
t imes  30 d e g r e e s  below z e r o ,  A . Z .  would 
l ike  to know j u s t  how coid it r e a l l y  w a s .
If  so m eone  h a s  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  
w r i t e  t h e  E d i t o r ,  1247 S y c a m o r e ,  J e n i s o n ,
MI 49428,  a n d  s p e c i f y  t h e  a c t u a l  t e m p e r a ­
t u r e  b a c k  t h e n  a n d  w h e t h e r  F a h r e n h e i t  o r  
c e n t i g r a d e .  Look f o r  A . Z ' s  s t o r y  in a 
n e a r - f u t u r e  ed i t i on  of t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r .

P h o t o s  in t h i s  e d i t i o n ,  t h o s e  w i th o u t  c a p t i o n s ,  a r e  
c a n d i d  s h o t s  t a k e n  d u r i n g  t h e  1985 G e n e r a l  M em ber ­
s h i p  M ee t in g  b y  VBOB p h o t o g r a p h e r ,  Sam S i l v e r m a n
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L i e u t e n a n t  G e n e r a l  C h a r l e s  B. F r a n k l i n ' s  co m m en ts  u p o n  t h e  o c c a s ­
ion of  t h e  B a t t le  of  t h e  Bu lg e  G e n e r a l  M e m b e r s h ip  Meet ing  a t  t h e  
m u se u m ,  F o r t  G e o r g e  G. Meade ,  M ary la n d  on 16 D e c e m b e r  1985 fo llow.

T o d a y  we h o n o r  a n d  r e m e m b e r  t h o s e  s o l d i e r s  t h a t  f o u g h t  in t h e  B a t ­
t le of t h e  B u l g e .  F i r s t  A rm y ,  of c o u r s e ,  ha d  a major  ro ie  in t h e  
c a m p a i g n ,  a n d  two of  t h e  d i v i s i o n s  t h a t  p a r t i c i p a t e d  a r e  s t i l l  with  
F i r s t  Army -  t h e  28th Divis ion of  t h e  P e n n s y l v a n i a  Na t iona l  G u a r d  
a n d  t h e  99th Army R e s e r v e  Command in P i t t s b u r g h  which  t r a c e s  
i t s  l i n eag e  to t h e  99 th I n f a n t r y  D iv is io n .  You may h a v e  n o t i c e d  a s  
you came on p o s t  t h a t  t h e  F lag  was a t  ha l f  s t a f f .  T h a t ’s b e c a u s e  
t h e  s o l d i e r s  of  t h e  101st A i r b o r n e  D iv is io n ,  which  was u n d e r  F i r s t  
Army at  B a s t o g n e  d u r i n g  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  Bulge ,  a r e  s t i l l  m a k in g  
t h e  u l t i ma te  s a c r i f i c e  for  f r eed o m  a n d  p e a c e  t o d a y .  Some 248 of  
them w ere  on t h e  p la n e  t h a t  c r a s h e d  in G a n d e r ,  N e w f o u n d l a n d ,  l as t  
T h u r s d a y .

It was 41 y e a r s  a g o  t o d a y ,  on t h e  16th of  D e c e m b e r ,  1944 in t h e  A r ­
d e n n e s  s e c t o r  of  Belgium t h a t  t h e  G e r m a n s  l a u n c h e d  t h e  B a t t l e  of  
t h e  B u l g e ,  t h e i r  l as t  main o f f e n s i v e  of  World War II .  T h e  Army 
Flag h a s  t h e  A r d e n n e s - A l s a c e  s t r e a m e r  to show f o r  i t .  T h e  G e r ­
mans  a t t a c k e d  with some 250 ,000  s o l d i e r s ,  970 t a n k s  a n d  s e l f -  
p r o p e l l e d  g u n s ,  a n d  1,900 a r t i l l e r y  p i e c e s ,  c a u s i n g  m a s s iv e  d e s t r u c ­
t ion a n d  c o n f u s i o n .  It was a t ime w h en  t h o s e  of  l e s s e r  c o u r a g e  
might  h a v e  g i v e n  u p .  But  t h a t  h a d  n e v e r  b e e n  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of  
t h e  Amer ican  s o l d i e r s ,  a n d  it d i d n ' t  h a p p e n  t h e n ,  e i t h e r .  In f a c t ,  
it s p u r r e d  them on to h e i g h t s  o f h e r o i s m .

T h a n k s  to t h e  e f f o r t s  of  you  p eop le  h e r e  t o d a y ,  t h e  G e r m a n s  w e r e  
d e f e a t e d .  You s h o w e d  s p i r i t  -  t h e  same s p i r i t  t h a t  c a r r i e d  t h e  
Army to v i c t o r y  at  Y o r k to w n  - a n d  f’ '’'nin c a r r i e d  us  to v i c t o r y  in 
E u r o p e  a n d  t h e  Pa c i f ic .  In World V\ar I I ,  a s  in p r e v i o u s  c o n f l i c t s ,  
th e  Army d id  what  had  to be  d o n e .  L a t e r ,  G e n e r a l  A b ra m s a p t l y  
d e s c r i b e d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  when  he  s a i d ,  "1 came in to  t h e  Army in 
1936. Where  I was we w e r e  a h o r s e b a c k  a n d  r i f le  Army a n d  a 
c o u n t r y  t h a t  was s t i l l  l a r g e l y  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  we c o u l d n ' t  h a v e  
a n o t h e r  World War.  We h a v e  Pe a r l  H a r b o r  a n d  B a ta a n  to rem.ember 
fo r  o u r  c o m p la c e n t  o u t l o o k .  T h e  cos t  d r e a d f u l .  In E u r o p e ,  in 
A f r i c a ,  in t h e  Pa c i f ic ,  we p a i d ,  pa id  a n d  pa id  a g a in  in l ive s  a n d  in 
blood f o r  o u r  u n p r e p a r e d n e s s . "

T o d a y ' s  Army is in t h e  b e s t  s h a p e  i t ' s  b e e n  in f o r  q u i t e  some t ime.  
We h a v e  h i g h - q u a l i t y  d e d i c a t e d  s o l d i e r s  a n d  we a r e  in t h e  p r o c e s s  of  
f ie ld in g  t h e  f i n e s t  e q u i p m e n t  a v a i l a b l e .  T r a i n i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a r e  
th e  b e s t  e v e r  f o r  all c o m p o n e n t s .  I t ' s  g r a t i f y i n g  t h a t  o u r  C o u n t r y  
ag a in  r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  of m a i n t a i n i n g  a s t r o n g ,  e f f e c t i v e  
mi l i t a ry  c a p a b i l i t y  - a commitment  to s u s t a i n i n g  im p r o v e m e n t  in 
d e f e n s e .  We a r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  d e f e n d i n g  f r e e d o m  a n d  f r e e d o m  i s n ' t  
c h e a p .  S o l d i e r s  a lone  c a n n o t  p a y  t h e  p r i c e .  P r e s e r v i n g  o u r  c h e r ­
i s h e d  f r e e d o m  is a d u t y  t h a t  mu s t  be s h a r e d  b y  u s  al l .  It is a 
b u r d e n  t h a t  r e s t s  on e v e r y  c i t i z e n ' s  s h o u l d e r s .  O u r  Nation  mu s t  
a lw a y s  be  p r e p a r e d  to d e f e n d  o u r  f r e e d o m .  H i s t o r y  te l l s  u s  t h e  
d a n g e r s  of  b e i n g  u n p r e p a r e d  a r e  g r e a t .

E v e r  s i n c e  p r e h i s t o r i c  man l e a r n e d  he  c ou ld  t a k e  w h at  he  w a n t e d  
f rom o t h e r  men if he  u s e d  e n o u g h  f o r c e ,  f r e e d o m  h a s  b e e n  t h r e a t ­
e n e d .  And wh en  lef t  u n g u a r d e d  it h a s  f a l l e n .  O u r  f o r e f a t h e r s  e s ­
t a b l i s h e d  o u r  f r e e d o m  a n d  r i g h t s  in t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  T h e  r i g h t  to 
w o r s h i p  a s  we c h o o s e .  ( C o n t i n u e d  on P a g e  18 )





Veterans 
Administration

Q - -  Will t h e  VA p r o v i d e  a 
h e a d s t o n e  o r  m a r k e r  f o r  a 
v e t e r a n ' s  g r a v e  in  a p r i v a t e  
c e m e t e r y  o v e r s e a s ?

A — Y e s .  H e a d s t o n e s  m ay  
b e  s h i p p e d  o v e r s e a s  f o r  
p l a c e m e n t  a t  u n m a r k e d  
g r a v e s  o f  v e t e r a n s  b u r i e d  
in  p r i v a t e  c e m e t e r i e s .  A r ­
r a n g e m e n t s  f o r  d e l i v e r y  will 
b e  m a d e  b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
C e m e t e r y  S y s t e m  t h r o u g h  
t h e  U . S .  E m b a s s y  o r  c o n ­
s u l a t e  o f f i c e s  in  t h e  c o u n ­
t r i e s  i n v o l v e d .

Q — I r e c e i v e  a n  a n n u a l  
c l o t h i n g  a l l o w a n c e  f r o m  t h e  
V A.  H a s  i t  b e e n  i n c r e a s e d ?

A — As o f  1 D e c .  1984, t h e  
a n n u a l  s p e c i a l  c l o t h i n g  a l l o w ­
a n c e  f o r  v e t e r a n s  w i t h  a  
s e r v i c e - c o n n e c t e d  d i s a b i l i t y  
r e q u i r i n g  u s e  o f  p r o s t h e t i c  
o r  o r t h o p e d i c  a p p l i a n c e s  w a s  
$349 .

Bradley’s 
Oldest Division
As ■ form er  c o m b a t  i n f a n t ry m a n  in 

A m e r ic a ’s o ldes t  div is ion  I know th a t  
m y co m rad es  wiU never  fo rget  our  
g r e a t  leader .  G enera l  of the  A rm y  
O m a r  Nelson Bradley.  M a jo r  Genera l  
B r a d l e y  c o m m a n d e d  t h e  2 8 t h  
" K e y s to n e "  I n fa n t ry  Division from 
J u n e  19'<2 to  F e b ru a ry  1943 and  since 
then  we were know n  as B rad ley 's  Divi­
sion.

In a le t te r  to  the  Division of 9 April 
1944. G enera l  O m a r  N. Bradley  wrote 
“ I t  is with a feeling of g r e a t  d isa p ­
p o in tm e n t  t h a t  1 m u s t  say  goodbye  to 
the  2 8 th  Division for the  second time 
in a l i t t le  over , a year .  I t  has  always 
been ray hope and  desire  to  lead you in­
to  b a t t le .  You a re  soundly  trained: 
Y our  m orale  is of the  best ,  you are 
equipp>ed as  well as  a n y  division in 
h is to ry  has  ever been equipped for b a t ­
tle an d  I am  sure t h a t  you will m ake  a 
g lorious nam e  for y o u rse lv es ."  How 
r ig h t  he was in his predict ions.

The 28th had just 
come to the A rdennes positions 
frora heavy fighting in the Huert- 
gen Forest. The division had sus­
tained some 6,184 casualties in the 
18 days fighting in some of the 
worst conditions imaginable. In the 
Ardennes positions the division was 
in the process of absorbing replace­
ments for these casualties and re­
building the three infantry regi­
ments which had been decimated. 
So I believe added tribute is due' 
these men and junior officers, to ­
gether for only a couple of weeks, 
who had not trained together, al­
most total strangers, and yet were 
soldiers all and fought until killed, 
wounded or overrun.

As a writer and lecturer 
on the Battle of the Bulge, I would 
stat« tha t the U.S. 28th Infantry 
Division held the longest front in 
the Ardermes on the day of attack; 
had the least corps support of the 
U.S. First Army; was attacked by 
seven German (^visions which w u  
twice as many as any other division 
on the front; suffered more dead 
and wounded in Bulge than any 
other division; and inflicted more 
casualties on the Germana than  any 
other division.

O ur K eystone so ld iers were 
greatly ou tnum bered , few were 
overrun, and many cut off. Almost 
B,000 battle casualties were suffered 
among the men of America’s Iron 
Division, but 11,000 battle casual­
ties were inflicted upon the enemy. 
America’s oldest division had more 
soldiers killed and wounded than 
any other American division in the 
Bulge, and only a few 28th Division 
platoons surrendered after being 
surrounded w ithout am m unition. 
For four sleepless days and nights 
the  em b a ttled  tro o p s  o f th e  
“Bloody Bucket” division backed 
grudgingly toward Bastogne buying 
time with blood for the airborne 
reinforcement of th a t anchor posi­
tion. It was a furious delaying strug­
gle that emphasized the resource­
fulness of the American soldier, de­
spite the overwhelming weight and 
surprise of the first day’s attack  by 
seven German divisions of M anteu- 
fel’s Fifth Panzer Army and Bran- 
denberger’s Seventh Army. It took 
them four valuable days to get to 
Bastogne, many days too late for 
any chance of victory. Gen. John 
S.D. Eisenhower wrote th a t all ele­
ments of the war were present in 
the Battle of the Ardennes, includ­
ing the bravery of the 28th Infantry 
Division.

P E N N S Y L V A N IA 'S  2 8 T H
National Guard Division did not 
allow the seven German divisions to 
smash through on the first day of
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the attack as was the plan of the 
German high command. Pennsyl­
vania’s Iron Men of the 28th fought 
with much professional skill and 
great bravery based on comrade­
ship, pride in unit sjid love of fam i­
ly and the nation.

The Battle of the Bulge was tiie 
g rea te st b a ttle  ever fought by 
America and the only major one in 
the winter. The type of resistance 
oH'ered by the Keystone troops ws^ 
such as prom pted Morley Cassidy, 
war co rresponden t, to  rem ark , 
“The 28th Division has performed 
one of the greatest feats in the 
history of the American Army."

Gen. Jacob J. Devers, Sixth Army 
group commander, wrote, “T he of­
ficers and men of the 28th Division 
by their gallant conduct in the fight 
for freedom demonstrated to the 
world th a t there is no finer soldier 
than the American infantrym an.”

R a y m o n d  G « o rg e  C a n > « n te r

Former 
POW’s 
Eligibility

Form er prisoners o f  war who are 
not service-connected disabled are 
eligible for VA hosp ital care 
w ithout regard to  ability to pay. 
They are also eligible for ou tpatien t 
care on a priority  basis second only 
to  that o f  service-connected d isab l­
ed veterans.

W hile being treated  in an ap p ro v ­
ed ou tpatien t treatm ent program , 
form er P O W ’s are elibible for 
needed m edicine, eye glasses, hear­
ing aids or prosthesis. If a PO W  in ­
term ent lasted 81 days o r m ore, 
they are also eligible for all needed 
dental care.

Form er P O W ’s who were in- 
carcerted for at least 30 days are en ­
titled  to  a presum ption  o f  service 
connection  for disabilities resulting 
from  certain  diseases if m anifested 
to  a degree o f 10 percent at any 
tim e afte r active service, including 
psychosis and the anxiety states, 
regardless o f  when first show n. All 
such form er P O W ’s should seek 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  g u i d a n c e  a n d  
assistance in filing claims for 
disability com pensation .

Form er prisoners o f war and their 
families may ob tain  factual in fo r­
m ation on the full range o f  benefits 
available to them  by contacting  the 
local office o f  their State Division 
o f  V eterans’ A ffa irs .*

T h e  S ta r s  a n d  S t r i p e s  t h e  \ a n o n a t  T r ib u n e  C o r p o r a l i o n
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(Ebaplain’a 
Minh

With r e s p e c t  to t h e  Memorial  S e r v i c e  at  
C h r i s t  C h u r c h  ( p a g e  1), we h a v e  come to 
i n c o r p o r a t e  in a v e r y  r ea l  way t h e  s p i r i t ­
ual  a s p e c t s  of  o u r  d e v o t i o n  to God a n d  to 
c o m r a d e s h i p .  VVe r e m e m b e r  t h e  a c t s ,  not  
on ly  of t h e  l i v i n g ,  b u t  of  t h o s e  who h a v e  
p r e c e d e d  us  in t o  His p r e s e n c e .  As 
Na t iona l  C h a p la in  t h i s  is  my commitment  to 
VBOB t h a t  a t  all t imes  we h o n o r  Cod by  
r e m e m b e r i n g  a n d  r e c a l l i n g  t h o s e  a c t s  of  
d e v o t i o n  to God a n d  t h e  Nat ion  which  h a v e  
ca l led f o r  t h e  s a c r i f i c e  of  life a n d  i t s  
w o u n a s  t h a t  a r e  b o r n e  b y  t h o s e  s t i l l  l i v in g .

We come a t  th i s  t ime of  y e a r  l ook ing  f o r ­
w a rd  to t h e  g i f t s  t h a t  God g i v e s  u s  a n d  
His call to o u r  d e v o t i o n  a n d  o b e d i e n c e  to 
c a r r y  them o u t .  We a r e  ca l led a s  s o l d i e r s  
in t h a t  a rm y  to be  d i s c i p l i n e d ,  f a i t h f u l  a n d  
o b e d i e n t  t h a t  t y r a n n y  a n d  t e r r o r i s m  may 
be  a n n i h i l a t e d  f rom t h e  f a c e  of t h e  e a r t h .

. . . T h e  R e v e r e n d  G e o r g e  W. Hall ,  J r .

G - I J - E - S - T  E - D - l - T - O - R - I - A - L  

O u r  Ob l ig a t ion

T h e  p r e s e n c e  a n d  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a t  
t h e  VBOB G en e ra !  M e m b e r sh ip  Meet ing  in
1985 of  f o u r  of  o u r  a u t h o r s  a n d  t h e  p r o p ­
r i e t o r  of  a book  s t o r e  p r o v i d e d  a t t e n d e e s  a 
v»fealth of  h i s to r ic a l  d a t a  a b o u t  t h e  Bu lg e  
a n d  o t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  mi l i t a ry  s u b j e c t s .

VVe s a l u t e  them — J o h n  Camp bel l  a n d  Hud 
L e i n b a u g h  ( Men of  C om pa ny K ) ,  C h a r l e s  B. 
MacDonald ( A Time f o r  T r u m p e t s . Mig h t y  
E n d e a v o r , C o m p a n y  C o m m a n d e r , a n d  
o t h e r s ) ,  Dave  P e r g r i n  ( T h e  Damned E n g i n ­
e e r s  ) .  Bob Phi l l ips  ( To S a v e  B a s t o g n e ),  
a n d  Paul  G a r t e n m a n n  of  t h e  B a r c r o f t  Book 
S t o r e .

O t h e r  VBOB m e m b e r s  h a v e  w r i t t e n  s t o r i e s  
a n d  a r t i c l e s  a b o u t  World War II .

F o r  all o f  them a n d  f o r  t h e  r e s t  of  u s  
t h e r e  is much o p p o r t u n i t y  t h o u g h ,  
m ayb e  not  too much t ime — to w r i t e  a b o u t  
World War II ,  in g e n e r a l ,  a n d  a b o u t  t h e  
B a t t le  of  t h e  B u l g e ,  in p a r t i c u l a r .

It is i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  we do t h i s  now b e c a u s e  
we h a v e  f i r s t - h a n d  k n o w l e d g e  a s  well as  
Army f r i e n d s  a n d  o t h e r  r e s o u r c e s  to r e -

VA MEDICAL CENTERS 
TO RECEIVE BOOKS 
COURTESY OF VBOB

In r e c o g n i t i o n  of t h e  u n s e l f i s h  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  
of  ma ny f o r m e r  m em bers  of t h e  Armed F o r ­
c e s ,  VBOB h a s  made  a r r a n g e m e n t s  to s h i p  
to t h e  172 Medical  C e n t e r s  of  t h e  V e t e r a n s  
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  bo o k s  t h a t  s h o u ld  p r o v i d e  
i n t e r e s t i n g  r e a d i n g .

VBOB m em b er s  a n d  a u t h o r s  C h a r l e s  B.  Mac 
Donald a n d  R o b e r t  F .  Ph i l l ips  h a v e  made 
a v a i l a b le  at  cos t  t h e i r  bo oks  A Time for  
T r u m p e t s  a n d  To Sa ve  B a s t o g n e , r e s p e c ­
t i v e ly  .

Copi es  of T h e  Almanac of S e a p o w e r , made 
a v a i l a b le  f r e e  of  c h a r g e  b y  t h e  Navy 
L e a g u e  of  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  t h r o u g h  Mar­
k e t i n g  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J o h n  H o sh k o ,  a r e  
a l so  b e i n g  s e n t  to medical  c e n t e r s  of  VA.

F u t u r e  s h i p m e n t s  of bo o k s  to VA fa c i l i t i e s  
b y  VBOB a u t h o r s  s c h e d u l e d  a r e  T h e  
Damned E n g i n e e r s  b y  David P e r g r i n  an d  
T h e  Men of Company K b y  J o h n  Campbel l  
a n d  Haro ld " B u d "  L e i n b a u g h .  It i s  e x p e c t ­
ed t h a t  t h e  f o r m e r  will be p r o v i d e d  g r a t i s  
b y  t h e  Ch ief  of E n g i n e e r s ,  U . S .  A rm y ,  t h e  
l a t t e r ,  a t  c o s t .

D on a t i o n s  b y  VBOB m em ber s  a r e  ma kin g  
many of  t h e s e  s h i p m e n t s  p o s s i b l e .  Member^ 
a n d  f r i e n d s  of VBOB a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  to 
Bond d o n a t i o n s  of  a n y  amo unt  to B oo ks ,  
VBOB,  Box 11129, A r l i n g t o n ,  VA 22210 2129. 
An a p p r o p r i a t e  e n t r y  on a label  will be  
p la c e d  in a book f o r  each c o n t r i b u t i o n .
Th e  V e t e r a n s  A d m in i s t r a t i o n  h a s  a d v i s e d  
us t h a t  it will not  be po s s ib le  to e a r m a r k  
s p e c i f ic  bo o k s  fo r  c e r t a i n  medical  c e n t e r s .

. . . C l y d e  D . Boden

f r e s h  o u r  memor ies .  What we do now will 
r e p r e s e n t  th e  b e s t  f i r s t - p e r s o n  a c c o u n t s  
t h a t  will e x i s t  a n d  be  us e fu l  f o r  y e a r s  to 
c o m e .

T h e r e  i s  s o m e t h i n g  e l se  we can  do b e s i d e  
w r i t i n g  a b o u t  o u r  e x p e r i e n c e s .  We c a n ,  as  
some a l r e a d y  h a v e ,  s p e a k  b e f o r e  c i v ic ,  
f r a t e r n a l ,  school  a n d  o t h e r  g r o u p s .

Yes ,  t h i s  is o u r  o b l ig a t io n  - -  we could  s a y ,  
o u r  s a c r e d  d u t y  - -  to p r o v i d e  fo r  f u t u r e  
g e n e r a t i o n s  all we can  a b o u t  World War II 
a n d  a b o u t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  b a t t l e  t h e  U . S .
Army e v e r  f o u g h t  - t h e  Bat t le  of t h e  Bu lg e .

. . . C l y d e  D. B o d e n ,  P a s t  P r e s i d e n t - V B O B
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WORLD WAR II VETERANS REVISIT BATTLEGROUNDS 
(The News & Daily Advance, Lynchburg, Va.)

By Eduardo A. Peniche
After having been in the sam e vicinity 40 years 

before, on July 5. 1985. two men finally met for the 
first time. It was about 4:30 in the afternoon when 
the two met in Freibrug, Germany. As E. Wilfrid 
Vits walked up the steps to the second floor of the 
small M arkgrafler Hof Hotel, waiting for him on the 
hallway in front of Room 24 was Eduardo A. Pen­
iche; both men smiled as they approached to shake 
hands. As their hands clasped. Vits broke the emo­
tion of the moment with the words “ Welcome to 
Freiburg, H err Peniche ... .” Peniche invited Vits 
into the room and the two WWII veterans began 
their conversation with sm all talk as if they were 
trying to assert that their meeting was really hap­
pening and was not just a trick  of the imagination. 
As the conversation moved along at a more relaxed 
pace, the two ex-soldiers became comfortable with 
each other and were able to enter into the main top­
ic of their meeting: their personal experiences in 
the Ardennes Campaign a t the end of 1944.

On Jan . 3, 1945, the 502nd Parachute Infantry 
Regiment (101st Airborne Division) was attacked in 
force by two regim ents of the 9th SS Panzer Divi­
sion. Providing anti-tank support to the infantry reg­
im ent were five AT squads from “ C” Battery, 81st 
Airborne Battalion. PFC Eduardo Peniche, age 19 
then, was an AT gun crew m an and Bazookaman in 
one of the squads attached to the 2nd Battalion of 
the 502nd. They were holding the terrain  in the 
Longchamps-Monaville area and in particular the 
high ground referred to as Hill 497 in the outskirts 
of Bastogne, Belgium.

Private F irst Class Wilfrid Vits, 20, was a radio 
operator in the 9th Panzer Division H eadquarters 
which was launching the attack against the American 
forces. In other words, the two men, now in their e a r­
ly sixties, sitting in Room 24 at the M arkgrafler Hof 
Hotel, though on opposite sides, had been participants 
in the bloody Battle of the Bulge.

For Peniche. the Ardennes cam paign ended when 
he fell wounded in action on that date. The Ameri­
cans held their ground, but the fierce three-hour en­
gagem ent produced heavy casualties on both sides. 
Tanks, artillery, m ortars, self-propelled guns, a ir­
planes and men fought desperately over the snow-

covered terrain . Sheer misery was shared by com bat­
ants on both sides. In the annals of the 101st Airborne 
Division. Jan. 3-4, 1945. are  registered as “ the bloody 
days.”

For Vits, the w ar ended four days la te r when on 
Jan . 7 he was captured by the Am ericans in the town 
of Vielsalm, Belgium. By this tim e the G erm ans were 
retreating tow ards the Fatherland under the pressure 
of the attacking Am erican Third Army. Vits re ­
mained a POW for over a year; he was well treated  
by the Americans. In fact, because of his basic 
knowledge of English, he becam e one of the in terpre t­
ers in the Allied POW cam p in F rance.

Vits rededicated his life to be tte r hum an re la ­
tions. Today he m anages his own press bureau and is 
a television editor for a TV station in Cologne. G er­
many. Peniche becam e a linguist as a ca reer soldier 
in the U.S. Army and went on to become a college 
professor. At p resent he is a full-time faculty m em ber 
at Central Virginia Community College and an ad­
junct instructor a t Sweet B ria r College. Following are  
some excerpts of his diary during his recent trip  to 
Europe.

Friday, July 5, 1985
Following our “ icebreaking” conversation at the 

hotel, Mr. Vits suggested tha t we tour the downtown 
area of the city. F reiburg , particularly  the old p a rt of 
town, is uncommonly beautiful and enchanting. After 
strolling for a while through some of the narrow  
streets, my host invited me for a drink at a private 
pub. It was here where I asked the question, “ How 
did you end up in an SS unit?**

H err Vits responded tha t he had originally been 
serving in an E ngineer Construcion Battalion, but in 
the late sum m er of 1944, at 20, he was drafted as a 
replacem ent into the SS Panzer forces. He becam e a 
radio operator. (NOTE; in preparation  for the Ar­
dennes offensive, the G erm ans recruited  personnel 
from the Navy, the Luftwaffe and other sources as 
replacem ents: m ost of these newcomers were un­
trained and had to undergo accelerated  ground com ­
bat basic train ing.) Though he did not participate in 
the direct assault against our particu lar sector, H err 
Vits told me tha t he had heard about the fierce fight­
ing in the Longchamps-Monaville area and about the 
resulting high num ber of casualties. Then, as they 
were retreating  tow ard the (German border on J a n ­

uary 7, he w as captured by A m erican forces in Viel- 
sam . Belgium, and much to his relief, he was treated  
well as a POW. (He had heard about the criminal 
actions of the K am pgruppe Peiper at Malmedy, 
where elem ents of the 1st SS Panzer Regim ent m as­
sacred A m erican soldiers of the ill-fated Battery 
“ B“ 285th ArtiUery Battalion.)

We talked about the m isery and destruction and, 
above all, the u tter waste of war. We both felt that 
the terrib ly  cold w eather in the Ardennes converted 
the battlefield into a living frozen hell; he and I 
agreed tha t there  was simply no way that a soldier 
could find a single instant of relief from the w eather 
while in the foxholes! We could not avoid misty eyes 
as we rem em bered those mom ents of our youth 
when we cam e so close to death and experienced 
the devastating effects of anger and fear in the fire- 
fight. Yet, here we were 40 years la te r at this pub, 
drinking good G erm an beer and finally agreeing 
tha t we had been able to reshape our lives as posi­
tive thinkers and as persons who could contribute in 
a sm all way to better hum an relations and under­
standing. We jokingly toasted to the fact tha t though 
we both were in our early  60s, I reached my sixth 
decade this past June; H err Vits turned 61 last 
April, we still felt th a t zest for life — Salud! Prosit! 
“ Wir mochten zwei Bier. B itte."

On our way back to the hotel, we stopped by the 
old city hall w here a musical festival was to be held 
the coming Sunday. Mr. Vits also showed me the Of­
fice of M ilitary R esearch and informed me tha t the 
G erm an Archives of M ilitary History were also In 
Freiburg. Once back in the room he read  my ac­
count of the Battle of Longchamps where our divi­
sions had clashed on Jan . 3, 1945. He asked to 
borrow the m anuscrip t to m ake a copy of it a t his 
office. He also invited me to attend the next day the 
international motorbike races a t the foot of the 
Black Forest.

Saturday, July 6, 1985
Prom ptly at 8 a.m .. H err Vits cam e to pick me 

up. We drove to the place about 12 kilom eters from 
F reiburg; there were hundreds of spectators al-

( C o n t i n u e d  o n  P a g e  13)

91ST 4.2 MORTAR BATTALION IN THE BULGE —
The 9Ist Chemical Mortar Battalion was first  committed to action on December 1944 at 
the Metz front and was on the alert for the coming invasion of the Siegfried Line -  ob­
jective Homberg. The Battalion motto was "God Help Us to Help the Infantry."
On 22 December the Battalion received orders to accompany the XII Corps,  Third Army, 
from Lorraine to Luxembourgin the historic move of the XII Corps from the eastern front 
to face the south front of the German offensive .
Upon arriving in Luxembourg on 23 December the companies of the Battalion were in ac­
tion attached to the 4th Division, 5th Division and the 80th Division and were in action 
continuously until crossing into Germany to again face the Siegfried Line on 13 February-  
53 days of mud, ice,  snow and cold. The mortar men supported the Infantry and Artil­
lery with smoke, white phosphorus and high exp los ives .  Some smoke missions lasted 
close to eight hours.  The Wiltz, Sauer and Our rivers were crossed under smoke screens  
of the 91st Battalion.
A few of the Bulge hot-spots that will always remain in the memory of the mortar men — 
Heffingen, Oswiler, Dickweiler, Heiderscheid, Bourscheid, Diekirch, Wiltz, Beaufort,
Dahl, Bettendorf, Feulen.
The Battalion was in combat continuously for 117 days -  780 firing missions, a total of
68,786 rounds of mortar ammunition expended. . . .R o b e r t  F. Fischer, Co. B
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fWorlcl War II Veterans Revisit Batt legrounds  
continued from Page 1 2 )

ready  there. Mr. Viis. who owns his
press bu reau  and specializes in in­
tensive action photography , gave 
me a p ress pass  so th a t I could 
have easy  access to every th ing .
With the p ress pass neatly  a ttached  
to niy sh irt, I w as able to  move 
freely and took a few snapshots of 
the ac tiv ities. T here  w as plenty of 
beer, wine and good food for the 
taking. T here w as also a lot excite­
m ent in the a ir  as the various c a t­
e g o r i e s  o f  m o t o r b i k e s  w e r e  
partic ipa ting  in the races . I took 
tim e out to ride the lift to the 1,300- 
m eter elevation  (abou t 4,000 feet); 
the view was b rea th tak ing ly  m ag ­
nificent. H err V its’ p a r tn e r  and 
co m p an io n , 27 -year-o ld  M arissa  
p:deka. a very  ta len ted  and a t t r a c ­
tive young lady, joined us in the af­
ternoon.

Finally  it was tim e for Wilfrid 
and M arissa  to go to the B ureau to 
process all the p ic tu res of th a t day.
They dropped m e a t the hotel and 
rem inded me of our m eeting  for the 
next day.

Sunday, Ju ly  7. 1985
I got up a t 9:30 a .m . and had a 

hearty  b reak fast. I w alked around 
town taking p ic tu res and w ent to 11 
o’clock m ass. ( I t  had been a while 
since I had been to High M ass; it 
w as beaiihfui.) 1 guess the beauty  
of the ca th e d ra l inspired  m e to go 
there during m ass. The p lace was 
crowded and I did rem em b er the 
ritua l of the m ass before the a lta r.

A fter church  I w ent to the City
X l a l l  j O i U  -----  V^ I I V U i  C i l W  • •  14U

already  going strong and  lots and 
lots of people w ere th e re  singing, 
drinking and ea ting  and visiting 
with each o ther. E veryone seem ed 
to be in a festive mood. Ail of these 
activ ities w ere p a r t of the Sum m er 
’85 Music Festiva l.

At 4 p .m . W ilfrid V its cam e to 
join me. We had a d rink  and then 
headed for his a p a rtm en t. T heir 
place w as certa in ly  nice, com fort­
able and m odern. T he ir p ress bu 
reau  is located  in the co u rty a rd  of 
the a p a rtm e n t com plex. H err Vits 
and I ta lked  th is tim e about poli­
tics. econom ics and  relig ion  — 
touchy sub jec ts to say  the least. He 
no longer follows relig ious beliefs 
and has strong  feelings about the 
things th a t have been done in the 
nam e of religion. "Look w hat v/e 
did to the Je w s ...” he candidly ad ­
mits. “ N orthern  Ire land  — the Mid­
dle E as t — and even in A m erica, 
religion and politics...

H err V its does not associate  
him self with v e te ran  o rganizations 
and is dedicating  the re s t of his life 
to his w ork: high perfo rm ance  pho­
tography and television editing and,
of course, his life with M anssa , 
W ilfrid -Vits is indeed a well in­
form ed person; he h as  a keen mind 
and m akes one feel a t hom e, at 
ease . Shortly  a f te r  M arissa  re ­
turned  and a fte r  one m ore g lass of 
wine, I said goodbye to them . Wilf.

iiu iiaa lu leave iur coiogne edny  
the following day and I had  an ap ­
pointm ent with our friends W ayne 
and Susan Thom pson from  L exing­
ton, Va. (W ayne, who now teaches 
a t VMI, used to teach  a t Lynchburg 
College and his lovely wife Susan 
had  ta u g h t G e rm a n  for us a t 
CVCC.)

1 re tu rn ed  to the hotel and 
prom ptly a t 7:15 p.m . the T hom p­
sons cam e to pick me up to go to 
the home of Dotiev and Heike Hof 
fm an at W aldkirch about 20 kms, 
aw ay. T he H offm anns tu rned  out to 
be an ex trem ely  charm ing  couple; 
the ir hom e w as beautifu l, m odern 
and had a nice yard  and garden . 
DeUev teaches Latin  and political 
science a t the local p rep  school; 
Heike teaches English and political 
sc ien ce  a t the  v o ca tio n a l high 
school. Both of them  had visited 
Mexico and G uatem ala and Spain 
and had studied Spanish Detlev 
and 1 hit it off well because of his 
deep in te rest in ancien t civ iliza­
tions, including the M ayas, Aztecs 
and Incas.

Monday, Ju ly  8, 1985
E arly  in the m orning I m et with 

H err K arl F ischer, who had re ­
turned  from  out of town the night 
before. He is now a re tired  busi­
nessm an  with whom 1 have been 
corresponding. I w as g lad  th a t I 
had the chance to m eet him person­
ally. I prom ised him  th a t my G er­
m an would be be tte r next tim e tha t 
I visited F re ibu rg . I bought fuel in 
iKg A.utobahn and w as glad  
driv ing  a Corsa-Opel because gas is 
very  expensive in E urope. After 
crossing the F rench  border, I t r a v ­
eled along F rench  R oute 4, the 
Wine Country route. I stopped at 
Saverngne to go to a bank and to 
have lunch. I w as am azed  a t how 
well m y F rench  w as com ing back.

Tuesday, Ju ly  9, 1985
As 1 headed for B astogne, B elgi­

um , early  in the m orning, I stopped 
to v isit the  A m erican C em etery  a t 
H am m , outside the city of L uxem ­
burg : 5,076 of our m ilita ry  dead are  
buried there. I also visited the G er­
m an cem etery  a t Sandw eiler, two 
k ilom eters from H am m ; 10,913 G er­
m an soldiers a re  buried  there . Most 
of the soldiers in both cem eteries 
died in the A rdennes. D uring my 
walk am ong the crosses 1 identified 
m en from  the 101st A irborne, as 
well as from the 82nd and 17th A ir­
borne divisions. The silence was 
overpow ering and it w as im possible 
to avoid the feeling of deep sa d ­
ness; som e of those m en w ere so 
young . . . .

I a rrived  in B astogne by 1:15 
p .m . I w ent to the Hotel L ebrum  
w here I had rese rva tions and no ti­
fied Mr. A ndre M eurisse of my a r ­
rival. Andre is an H onorary  Life 
M em ber of the 101st A irborne Divi­
sion A ssociation. His association 
with our unit began  a t an ea rly  age

under m ost difficuil circum atances. 
D uring a strafing  run  by our fight- 
e rs  in th e  d e fe n se  p e r im e te r ,  
Andre. 8 y ea rs  old then , was h it in 
the arm . Our m edics patched up 
the youngster and saved his arm . 
Andre has never forgotten tha t and 
has dedicated  a g rea t deal of his 
life to assisting  the A m erican liber­
a to rs of his country when they 
com e to the Ardennes.

W ednesday, July 10, 1955
A ndre and his g racious wife 

Monique cam e to pick me ip a t the 
hotel. A fter having a cup of coffee, 
they took me to City Hail Ahere 
Andre had a rranged  for me to p re ­
sent my m anuscrip t on the b a a le  of 
Longchum ps to beccm c -'f the 
h istorical records of rh'c City of 
I>::siasnc. V.hile a'v v'r> i -.as 
greeted  by the Hon. Guy Lutgen. 
the sena to r from  the A rdennes and 
m ayor of the city. I presen ted  the 
m anuscrip t to the deputy m ayor 
and he in tu rn  presented  me with a 
m edallion bearing the coat of arm s 
of the city. I w as also inducted into 
the Society of the “ H erdiers d ’Ar- 
denne.”

In the afternoon, the M eurisses 
gave me the grand  tour of the pe­
rim e te r which we defended for sev ­
en consecutive days during  the 
siege of D ecem ber 1944. The most 
em otional m om ent for me cam e as 
I stood in the very sam e place 
w here we had cu r anti-tank gun 
em piaced and I was wounded by 
sh rapnel. A rush  of lucrnoricS filled 
my m ind as I looked over the b a t­
tlefield . Being sum m er, the fields 
w ere g reen  and p re tty , but in a m o­
m ent of flashback I could alm ost 
see the snow and  the G erm an tanks 
and in fan try  advancing ag a in s t our 
position. I also visited the house 
next to ou r gun em jilacem ent. The 
p re sen t occupan ts 'a re  M onsieur 
and M adam e Luc F e lle r and their 
two ch ild ren . M adam e F eller, who 
was th ree  y ea rs  old at the tim e of 
the b a ttle , is the daugh ter of the 
o rig inal ow ners. They had been 
evacuated  during  the siege. I de­
scribed  the  house to her and told 
h e r th a t I had slept there  two or 
th ree  tim es and tha t we had ea ten  
potatoes from their barn , all of 
which a t tha t p a rticu la r tim e had 
m ean t a iot to us. i could not hoiu 
back the te a rs  when she touched 
my face as if she w ere saying 
“ B less you... .”

A couple of k ilom eters west of 
L ongcham ps. we stopped to vi.sit 
tlie G erm an cem etery  at l{er(;piie; 
the re  a re  (J.776 (.’erm aii .soldiers 
i)uried there. 1 saw Uk- ut
Sgl N orb rrt I!, U ii ii

KlA on .(an .1. I:Mj . Had tins 
.-ioldier m arcl)ed a^aui.si us on ti.ai 
day? In fact, there  were .several 
crosses bearing  KM on th a t .same 
date.

T hursday, Ju ly  11, and F riday ,

J u ly  U ,

On my way to rev isit HeIJ’s 
Highway, a stre tch  of road from 
Eindhoven to A rnhem  in the N e­
therlands where we fought for 72 
consecutive days tSept.-N ov. 1944), 
I stopped a t the A m erican cem etery  
in the village of M argra ten  where 1 
visited the grave  of Pfc. C laudius S. 
A rm strong, his b ro ther Wendell te a ­
ches with me a t CVCC. Claudius 
was killed on April 12, 1945. i aiso 
visited the graves of my fellow 
troopers Trino Menaez and Nicolas 
ftonilla, both killed in Holland. 
Wiiiie there, 1 knelt before the 
f^rave of P v t Jam es Orumond, a 
native of V irginia who was also 
killed in action with the 5u2nd PIR  
in our division.

My host in Holland was Mr. M at­
thew Van luyt, s e c re ta ry  of the 
Dutch Society of A irborne F riends. 
U was with him  tha t I was able to 
rev isit the drop zone where we 
landed by glider behind the enem y 
lines during O peration M arket-G ar- 
den. ’(4 .

.Siitiirdjy, Ju ly  1,'t,
iiiv l(j lJu‘

to u n  of U (ilieiisdeni w here u e  
cauuht hrl! alMiji vvuli tlie 5o6th and 
)"'!h .eiiim eiils in nci,;!)cr 1^41. I 
.'s '-i'i! itic Hnti.sii Airoorne .\Uj- 

' V u i i i  :ne m Arnhem
ivhcp- t!i» i;n;:iish Is! Abn. Division 
w,i:. (leoiHiuleu by the yth and luth 
Pan.!er Divisions

AS 1 got reiidy to get into me car 
to drive to .Ajiisle.^iia.'n where my 
wife Deanie was to join me. i real 
i^ed that 1 was truly a t peace with 
myself. It had t>een so far indeed 
an em otional trip . No. it had not at! 
been just an im ag inary  n ightm are
— Yes. the w ar had been very real 
and 1 had been part of it. but now it 
was uver for me ju s t as it was for 
all those gallant men resting  in the 
cem eteries during these pasi 
y ea rs  ! am glad tha t 1 was aDle to 
have the honor and priv ilege to ko 
back and pay hom age to them . May 
they rest in peace.

F-]d Pineche is a 
VBOB member
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BOOKS
FOR

VETERANS
ADMINISTRATION 

PATIENTS  
With re feren ce  to the item 
in our last edition (Septem ­
ber 1985) on page  15 cap­
tioned as a b o v e ,  Charles  B.  
MacDonald's A TIME FOR 
TRUMPETS is  temporarily  
out of pr int ,  according to 
the p u b l i sh er .  T h u s ,  TO 
SAVE BASTOGNE by R ^ r t  
F. Phill ips will be provided  
to inpat ients  at VA h o sp ­
itals ( r e ce n t ly  renamed VA 
Medical C e n t e r s ) .  Please  
continue  to send your  con ­
tribution to th is  most 
worthy cause  to Clyde  
Boden at VBOB HQ.

■ . .Ed.

AWFUL, HORRIBLE . . .
THRILLING

It was a wild,  terr ib le ,  awe­
insp ir ing  t h i n g . . . t h e  sweep  
through Huertgen .  Never  
. . . c o n s i d e r e d  that battle  
could be so incred ib ly  im­
p r e s s i v e — awful,  horrible ,  
deadly ,  yet somehow 
thri l l ing ,  e x h i l e r a t in g . 
Everywhere  the  f irecracker  
sound of small-arms firo ,  
the boom of big  g u n s ,  the  
sharp ,  e a r - sp l in te r in g  e x ­
plosion of sh e l l s .  Walls and 
whole bui ld ings  co l lapsed,  
sp ra y in g  the landscape  with 
d u s t ,  brick, mortar, flame 
and smoke. Behind hand 
gren ad es  heaved through  
doors and windows, r i f le ­
men charged into the  
bu i ld in gs .  Tanks churned  
and c la t tered .  Everywhere  
the smell of b u rn ing  th ings  
— wood, s traw,  gun pow der ,  
f l e s h — an acr id ,  chok in g ,  
n ose -p in ch in g  smell.  Here 
and th ere ,  dead of both 
s id e s .  From the n ew -dead ,  
blood still f lowing.

. . .  The Battle of the  
Huertgen Forest -C har les  B. 
MacDonald.

THE STARS AND ST R IPES-TH E NATIONAL TRIBUNE

Jean Dupont presen ts his painting Battle of the Ardennes to the public gathered at the B elgian E m bassy  
in W ashington. D.C.

Ardennes Commemorative 
Dedicated by Belgians
D uring  the  co ld  w in ter m o n th s  o f  

the B attle  o f  the  Bulge, one  o f  the  
m ost h earten ing  sights was the  sky 
filled w ith p a rach u tes  carry ing  su p ­
p l ie s  to  n e a r ly  s u r r o u n d e d  
A m erican  forces. These p a rach u tes  
were b rightly  co lo red  m reds, 
greens, yellows and  blue to  signify 
the type o f  supply  carried  and for 
visibility  against the  deep  m o u n ta in  
snow s.

V eterans re tu rn in g  to  the  A rd en ­
nes th is year co m m em o ra tin g  th is 
hero ic  b a ttle  w ere met w ith w in ­
dow s filled w ith a m agnificent 
poster c reated  by a local a rtis t in 
m em ory  o f  the  events o f  1944. 
Recently  the  a r tis t,  Jean  D u p o n t o f  
L iege, was in W ash in g to n , D C  to  
p resen t his o rig inal p a in ting  to  the 
A m erican  people .

H is sensitiv ity , his skill fo r the  
p a in tin g  o f  landscapes in h ab ited  by 
sensa iions^and  the  u n k n o w n , and

his a ffec tio n  fo r the  A rdennes are  
th e  reasons  w hy Jean  D u p o n t has 
been chosen  to  convey the  im ages 
o f  th e  B attle  o f  the  A rdennes. 
T h ro u g h  an  o rig inal and  stro n g  
pa in tin g , he invites each  o f  us to  
rem em ber a n d  h o n o r the  A m eric’an 
peop le  fo r its sacrifice  fo r liberis .

N o one  o th e r th an  the  poet o f  the 
“ in h ab ited  n ig h t”  (his favo rite  c o l­
o r is b lue , the  co lo r o f  the  n igh t), 
co u ld  b e lte r tran s la te  the  shou t o f 
ho p e  o f  th o u san d s  o f  civilians and 
so ld iers w ho gave the ir ow n lives to  
preserve liberty  against the  u ltim ate  
G e rm an  a tta ck .

Jean  D u p o n t w ho was b o rn  in 
H erseaux  (B elg ium ) in 1934 and  
lives to d ay  n ear Liege, very near the  
A rd en n es , has now  been w ork ing  
fo r th ir ty  years at p o rtray in g  the  
silence o f  th is  co u n try , its serenity  
an d  its q u ie t h app iness . T he  p a in ­
tin g  **Battie o f  th e  A rd en n es’* is

th e re fo re  a  n a tu ra l p a rt o f  his a r ­
tistic  re sea rch . T h is  p a in tin g  will 
evoke h o p e  in the  m em ory  o f  a  b a t ­
tle w hich h ad  losses m o re  severe 
th an  th o se  o f  th e  D -D ay invasion  o f  
N o rm an d y . T h is is the  essential 
m essage o f  th is  p a in tin g .

T he ha lf-d o zen  helm ets on  the 
g ro u n d , im age o f  th e  A rd e n n e s ’ 
v a lk y s . a re  a lso  a rem in d er o f  the  
so ld iers w ho •fcill alw ays be p resent 
in o u r  d ream y and  m em o ric ‘«.

T he  tre e , in the  m idd le  o f  the  
d a rk -b lu e  sky o f  w ar, is a sym bol o f 
life an d  exp lodes in a g rea t ra in ­
bow . T h is sym bol o f  ho p e  tha t 
looks like a p a ra ch u te  a lso  traces 
the  o u tlin es  o f  the  ba ttle -fie ld s.

T h e  s e v e n  l iv in g  b r a n c h e s  
rep resen ting  th e  seven figh ting  n a ­
tio n s , d o m in a te  the  dead  b ranch  o f  
th is w ar w hich is living its last 
m o m en ts  u n d e r the  s ta rs  com ing  
o u t o f  th e  U .S . b a n n er .

N o de ta il o f  th is  p a in tin g  is 
w ith o u t m ean in g . T h e  a r t is t 's  sym ­
bolic s tre n g th  is here  at its  su m m it, 
in a  s tirrin g  tr ib u te  to  the  A m erican  
peop le . ★

VBOB's MARYLAND -  D .C .  CHAPTER Off icers  are Sworn in 
at the VBOB Museum, Ft.  George G. Meade, MD.
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«TOP
KICK»
TOPICS

o o o o o o o

You would  t h i n k  t h a t  all f o r m e r  GI ' s  would heed  t h e  famous  p h r a s e  
p a s s e d  on f rom on e  b a s i c  t r a i n i n g  c yc le  to t h e  n e x t :  "D o n ' t  v o l u n ­
t e e r  f o r  n o t h i n ' . "  Well, t h e  Old Top (me)  d i d n ' t  e x a c t l y  v o l u n t e e r  
to w r i t e  t h i s  a r t i c l e ;  j u s t  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  it might  make  some i n t e r ­
e s t i n g  r e a d i n g .  T h e  n e x t  t h i n g  I k n e w ,  f ive  g u y s  on t h e  VBOB 
E x e c u t i v e  Co un ci l  a g r e e d  a n d  t h a t ' s  when  I re a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  
" S a r g "  h a d  d o n e  v o l u n t e e r e d  f o r  e x t r a  d u t y .  Be t h a t  as  it may ,  I 
h o p e  you  e n jo y  my r a p p i n g  with  y o u .

I h a v e  to  te l l  y ou  g u y s ,  I am r e a l  p r o u d  to be  a s s o c i a t e d  with  each 
a n d  e v e r y  o n e  of  y o u .  W h e t h e r  you w ere  w r a p  l e g g i n g s ,  c a n n o n ­
e e r s ,  t a n k e r  c l a n k e r s ,  f l y b o y s .  Red  B a i le r s  o r  c h a i r b o r n e ,  I am 
h a p p y  to be  a s s o c i a t e d  with e ach  of y o u .  What re a l ly  m ak es  me 
p r o u d  is t h a t  ma ny of  y o u ,  fo l lowing  t h e  S e p t e m b e r  1985 n e w s l e t t e r ,  
d e c i d e d  to become p a r t  of  t h e  " B u d d y  S y s t e m . "  When it  was  f i r s t  
s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  VBOB m e m b e r s  would r e s p o n d  to t h e  B u d d y  S y s t em  
my f i r s t  t h o u g h t  w a s ,  u n l e s s  y ou  w ere  " g r o u n d  p o u n d e r s , "  you  
migh t  not  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  t e r m .  Not t r u e !  Many of you  f rom all 
b r a n c h e s  of t h e  s e r v i c e  s e n t  in e x t r a  money  to he lp  p a y  d u e s  f o r  
o u r  c o m r a d e s  who c a n ' t  - -  which  is what  t h e  B u d d y  S ys te m  is 
a b o u t .  Keep  it u p ,  t r o o p s !

P e r h a p s  I s h o u l d  e x p l a i n  t h e  B u d d y  S y s t em  to t h o s e  of  you  who 
h a v e  not  jo ined  t h e  m ov em en t .  I t ' s  v e r y  s imply  a s y s t e m  o f  p a i r i n g  
u p  men so  t h a t  you  h a v e  s ix  b u d d y  te am s wi th in a tw e l v e - m a n  I n ­
f a n t r y  s q u a d .  T h e  u s u a l  ou tc om e  is t h a t  t h e  two men become i n s e p -  
e r a b l e .  T h e y  e a t ,  s l e e p ,  d ig  t o g e t h e r  a n d ,  y e s ,  t h e y  a r g u e  a n d  
look a f t e r  e ach  o t h e r  a s  would  b lood b r o t h e r s  a n d  p e r h a p s  e v e n  
m o r e s o .  I s n ' t  t h a t  w h a t  VBOB is all  a b o u t ?  If  you  a r e  in a p o s i t ­
ion l o  i ieip s o m e  g u y  wiio j u s l  u a i r i  affoi-d i l i e  d u e s ,  a s  l i t t l e  as  
t h e y  a r e ,  DO IT!

" T o p "  would l ike to p a s s  on a b i t  of a d v i c e  in ad d i t io n  to o u r  P r e s ­
i d e n t ’s r e c e n t  l e t t e r ,  so  l i s t e n  u p .  If  y o u ’ve l i ea rd  th e  r u m o r  t l iat  
t h e  V e t e r a n s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  is p a y i n g  d i v i d e n d s  on t h e  Nat iona l  
S e r v i c e  Tiife I n s u r a n c e  of  WWII, i g n o r e  i t .  T h e  VA is on ly  p a y i n g  
d i v i d e n d s  to  f o r m e r  s e r v i c e m e n  who h a v e  r e t a i n e d  o r  c o n v e r t e d  
t h e i r  G1 i n s u r a n c e .  If you  d o n ' t  s t i l l  h a v e  an  NSLI pol icy  in f o r c e ,  
s a v e  y o u r s e l f  t w e n t y - t w o  c e n t s  a n d  f o r g e t  a b o u t  w r i t i n g  to W a s h in g ­
ton  f o r  y o u r  c u t .  T h i s  r u m o r  p o p s  u p  e v e r y  two o r  t h r e e  y e a r s .

If you  g u y s  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  o r  s u g g e s t i o n s  ( w a tc h  y o u r  m o u th .  
S o l d i e r ! )  f o r  t h e  Top Kick ,  s e n d  them to me a n d  I will t r y  to 
a n s w e r  t h e m .  Meanwhi le ,  t a k e  c a r e  a n d  FLY THE F L A G !!!

. . . T h e  Old "T op "

la p s
H ASB ROU CK,  M aj .G en .  ROBERT W. ,  89, 
7 th A rm o re d  Division  Co m m an d er ,  WWII, 
d i ed  19 A u g u s t  1985.

DONIGAN,  THOMAS, 80th D iv is ion ,  P r e s i ­
d e n t  o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  New York C h a p t e r ,  
VBOB,  d ied  8 A u g u s t  1985.
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Andre Hubert is Honored Guest of VBOB
A n d r e  H u b e r t ,  C e n t r e  de  R e c h e r c h e  e t  d '
I n fo rm a t io n  s u r  la Bata i l le  d e s  A r d e n n e s  
( C R I B A ) ,  L ie g e ,  Be lg ium,  g u e s t  of  h o n o r  
a t  o u r  1985 G e n e r a l  Me mbersh ip  Meet ing ,  
made  t h e s e  p o i g n a n t  p o i n t s  in h i s  a d d r e s s  
to t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  p r e s e n t .

"I am h e r e  t o n i g h t  to s p e a k  a b o u t  CR IB A,  
b u t  f i r s t  of all  I w a n t  to t h a n k  y o u r  p r e s i ­
d e n t ,  Mr.  V a n H o u t e n ,  a n d  all y o u r  mem­
b e r s  f o r  g i v i n g  us  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to e x ­
plain wh at  o u r  a s s o c ia t i o n  i s ,  w h a t  we a r e  
d o in g  a n d  w h a t  we i n t e n d  to do .

"I was b o r n  two miles f rom w h a t ,  in b a t t l e ,  
became  kn o w n  a s  ' P a r k e r ' s  C r o s s r o a d . '  I 
was 18 in D e c e m b e r  1944 a n d  l iv in g  t h r o u g h  
t h e  s e c o n d  Ge rm an  o c c u p a t i o n .  My v i l lag e  
was l i b e r a t e d  12 J a n u a r y  1945 b y  t h e  2nd 
Arm ore d  a n d  84th I n f a n t r y  D iv is io ns .  Now 
more t h a n  40 y e a r s  l a t e r ,  I am h e r e  with 
you  in A r l i n g t o n  a n d  I feel  v e r y  h o n o r e d  
a n d  v e r y  small .  I r e m e m b e r  w h a t  y o u r  
p a s t  p r e s i d e n t ,  Mr. Cl yde  B o d e n ,  sa id  
la s t  y e a r  a t  a m e e t i n g  in Liege  — 'I b e ­
l ieve  t h a t  t h e r e  is no p la ce  t o n i g h t  w h e r e

t h e r e  is so much s c i e n c e  a b o u t  t h e  B a t t l e  
o f  th e  Bul ge  t h a n  in t h i s  p l a c e . '  P e r s o n ­
a l ly ,  I be l i ev e  t h e r e  is no p lace  in t h e  
wor ld w h e r e  t h e r e  i s  so much g a l l a n t r y ,  so 
much v a l o r ,  so much u n s e l f i s h n e s s  t h a n  
h e r e  in A r l i n g to n  t o n i g h t  a n d  so I fee l  
v e r y  small ,  b u t  v e r y  i m p r e s s e d .

"When I s p e a k  of  g a l l a n t r y  a n d  u n s e l f i s h ­
n e s s ,  I s p e a k  of  t h e  men a n d  a l so  t h e  
women of  y o u r  c o u n t r y .  T h e y  w e r e  s u f f e r ­
i n g  d e e p l y  in t h e i r  h e a r t s  b e c a u s e  t h e i r  
loved o n e s  w e r e  f i g h t i n g  o v e r s e a s  while 
t h e y  toi led a t  home in t h e  f i e l d s ,  in t h e  
f a c t o r i e s  a n d  in t h e  h o s p i t a l s  to  b a c k  
t h e i r  s o l d i e r s  a t  t h e  f r o n t .

" C R I B A ,  a n o n - p r o f i t ,  n o n - p o l i t i c a l  a n d  
n o n - p h i l o s o p h i c a l  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  was b o r n  in
1980 to g e t  t o g e t h e r  a n d  s p e n d  a p a r t  of  
o u r  t ime r e s e a r c h i n g  t e s t i m o n i e s  a n d  d o c u ­
m e n t s  to  c o m p le te  w h a t  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  
s a id  a n d  w r i t t e n  on t h i s  t e r r i b l e  c h a p t e r  
o f  h i s t o r y  in t h e  A r d e n n e s .

" T h e  aims of  CRIBA a r e  s imple  — To 
a s s o c i a t e  with  t h o s e  i n t e r e s t e d  in t h e  
e v e n t s  of  t h e  w i n t e r  o f  1944-1945. ( F o r t y  
p e r c e n t  o f  o u r  m e m b e r s  a r e  y o u n g  p e o p le  
who w e r e  no t  b o r n  b y  t h a t  t i m e ) .  — To 

d o c u m e n t  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u lg e  in d e t a i l .
— To in fo rm  o u r  c i t i z e n s  a n d  p e r p e t u a t e  
memory  of  s a c r i f i c e s  of  o u r  s o l d i e r s  a n d  
c i v i l i a n s .  — To p r e s e r v e  h i s t o r i c a l  d a t a  
a n d  s i t e s .  — To o r g a n i z e  c o n t a c t s  with 
w a r  v e t e r a n s  o t h e r  t h a n  G e r m a n s ,  t h o u g h  
we r e s p e c t  t h e i r  f e e l i n g s .

"We t a k e  p a r t  in t h e  c e r e m o n i e s  com me mo r­
a t i n g  t h e  A r d e n n e s  C a m p a ig n  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  
t h o s e  of  Memorial  Day a t  t h e  A mer ican  mil­
i t a r y  c e m e t e r i e s  in L a n e u v i l l e - e n - C o n d r o z , 
H e n r i  C h a p e l l e  a n d  B a u g n e z .  One  of  o u r  
most  i m p o r t a n t  a c t i v i t i e s  is  to  welcome 
Amer ican  v e t e r a n s  who r e t u r n  to  v i s i t  t h e  
b a t t l e f i e l d s  a n d  to  h e lp  them f i n d  v i l l a g e s ,  
h o u s e s ,  c r o s s r o a d s  a n d  p e o p l e .  We 
r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  t r a v e l  a g e n c i e s  c a n n o t  t a k e  
all o f  yo u  to y o u r  f o x h o l e s ,  b u t  we in 
CRIBA c an  a n d  will do  i t!

" O u r  a ims in co min g  y e a r s  e n c o m p a s s  d e v e l ­
o p i n g  c o n t a c t s  with v e t e r a n s .  (A t  t h i s  
p o i n t ,  A n d r e  s a i d ,  ' D e a r  F r i e n d s .  If  you  
come some d a y  in o u r  Be lg ia n  A r d e n n e s ,  
a lone  o r  b y  g r o u p s ,  l e t  u s  k now  of  y o u r  
v i s i t  a n d  s u r e  we will f i n d  a m e m b e r  of  
CRIBA who' l l  b e  h a p p y  to  d r i v e  you  a lo n g  
to t h e  p l a c e s  o f  h i g h  i n t e r e s t  to  y o u . ) '
Also,  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of  a m useum  of  t h e  A r ­
d e n n e s  C a m p a i g n .  When t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  
B u lg e  i s  m e n t i o n e d ,  we in Belg ium im me d­
ia t e l y  t h i n k  of  B a s t o g n e  a n d  MacAul i f fe ' s  
'N U T S '  a n d  t h e  f a n t a s t i c  r i s e  of  o n e  of  
t h e  g r e a t e s t  s o l d i e r s  o f  al l  t i m e s .  G e n e r a l  
P a t t o n ."

VBOB m e m b e r s  who h a v e  not  met a n d  
t a l k e d  wi th A n d r e ,  an  A s s o c i a t e  Membe r  of  
VBOB,  h a v e  m is se d  a most  n o s t a l g i c  
p o in t  o f  c o n t a c t  wi th  Belg ium a la 1944-
1945. P e r h a p s  we can  p e r s u a d e  A n d r e  to 
r e t u r n  l a t e r  t h i s  y e a r .  . . . E d .
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An EAGLE and a TIGER Meet
" L u c k y "  Loiacono,  A s s i s t a n t  E d i t o r  o f  THE BULGE BU G LE , 
h a d  a p l e a s a n t  s u r p r i s e  while a t t e n d i n g  t h e  b a n q u e t  of  t h e  
G e n e r a l  M e m b e r s h ip  Meet ing  on D e c e m b e r  16th.  " L u c k y , "  
w h o ' s  b a t t a l i o n  was  in Comb at  Command B of  t h e  10th 
A rm o re d  w h e n  t h e  d iv i s io n  was r u s h e d  to t h e  d e f e n s e  of 
R a s t o g n e ,  Belg ium on D e c e m b e r  17, 1944, d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  
s i t t i n g  a t  t h e  n e x t  t a b l e  was Lt .  G e n .  H a r r y  K i n n a r d  ( r e ­
t i r e d ) .  T h e  G e n e r a l  is a f o r m e r  m em be r  of  t h e  101st A i r ­
b o r n e  Divis ion  a n d  was t h e  G-2 ( I n t e l l i g e n c e  O f f ic e r )  a n d  
am o n g  t h o s e  s u r r o u n d e d  in t h e  b e s e i g e d  c i t y .  " L u c k y , "  
e d i t o r  o f  t h e  10th A r m o r e d  Divis ion n e w s l e t t e r ,  TIGER 
T A L E S f o r  t w e n t y  y e a r s ,  h a s  h a d  a h a u n t i n g  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  
he  w a n t e d  to  a s k  a n y  s e n i o r  o f f i c e r  of  t h e  101st. He h a s  
k no w n all a lo n g  how well Combat  Command B p e r f o r m e d  in 
t h e  d e f e n s e  of  B a s t o g n e ,  b u t  he  w a n t e d  to  h e a r  i t  f rom 
t h e  " S c r e a m i n g  E a g l e s . "  H a r r y  K i n n a r d  was j u s t  t h e  p e r ­
son  to a s k .

On i n t r o d u c i n g  h im se l f  a s  a m e m b e r  of  CCB to G e n e r a l  
K i n n a r d ,  t h e  f i r s t  w o r d s  u t t e r e d  b y  t h e  G e n e r a l  w e r e ,  "We 
c e r t a i n l y  owe you  g u y s  a d e b t  o f  g r a t i t u d e .  We c o u l d n ' t  
h a v e  d o n e  i t  w i t h o u t  y o u . "  " L u c k y "  in t u r n  r e c i p r o c a t e d  
b y  t e l l in g  G e n e r a l  K i n n a r d  t h a t  h i s t o r y  h a s  p r o v e d  t h a t  
n e i t h e r  c ou ld  h a v e  b e e n  v i c t o r i o u s  w i t h o u t  t h e  o t h e r .  Both 
a g r e e d  t h a t  " E a g l e s "  a n d  t h e  " T i g e r "  made  u p  o n e  h e l l u v a  
t eam .  " L u c k y "  d id  not  h a v e  to  a s k  h i s  q u e s t i o n .

As an  a d d e n d u m  to t h e  s t o r y ,  a n d  w h a t  WWII h i s t o r y  
b o o k s  do  not  r e f l e c t ,  is  i r o n i c a l ly  t h a t  wh en  t h e  101s t  an d  
10th A r m o r e d  Divis ion s h a r e d  F t .  B e n n i n g ,  Georg ia ,  t h e r e  
was  a f e e l i n g  of  a n im o s i t y  b e t w e e n  t h e  two d i v i s i o n s .  Both 
ha d  a s p i r i t  of  b e i n g  t h e  b e s t .  T h i s  f e e l i n g  d e v e l o p e d  
in t o  an  a u r a  of  c o m pe t i t io n  of  who was t h e  r o u g h e s t  a n d  
t o u g h e s t .  T h e  f ield of  b a t t l e  was  n e a r b y  P h e n i x  Ci ty  a n d  
on t h e  p o s t  i t s e l f  a t  t i m e s .  A t w i s t  o f  f a t e  p l a c e d  them 
a l o n g  s i d e  e ac h  o t h e r  to  s t o p  t h e  G e r m a n s  f rom t a k i n g  a 
c i t y  3 , 000  miles a w a y .  R e s p e c t  b e t w e e n  t h e s e  u n i t s  is 
s t i l l  a l ive  a n d  well  when  v e t e r a n s  of  e ach  d iv is io n  m ee t .  
T h e r e  can  be  no d o u b t  t h a t  t h e  G e r m a n s  w e r e  g o i n g  to  be  
in f o r  a t o u g h  b a t t l e  in t h e i r  a t t e m p t  to c a p t u r e  B a s t o g n e .  
T h e y  s h o u l d  h a v e  h e e d e d  t h e  r o a r  of  t h e  TIGERS a n d  t h e  
s c r e a m  of  t h e  EAGLES.

ARMORED FORCE 
MONUMENT COMMITTEE 
RE PORTS

VBOB is one  of s e v e r a l  
s p o n s o r s  f o r  t h e  e r e c t i o n  of 
a m onum ent  in t h e  Wash­
i n g t o n ,  D . C .  a r e a  h o n o r i n g  
t h o s e  who h a v e  s e r v e d  in o r  
with a r m o r e d  u n i t s  d u r i n g  
o u r  p a s t  f o u r  w a r s .

A s u p p o r t i n g  bil l .  S e n a t e  
J o in t  Re so lu t io n  43 ( s p o n ­
s o r e d  b y  S e n a t o r  T h u r m o n d  
a n d  o t h e r s ) ,  was  p a s s e d  to 
t h e  House  A d m in is t r a t i o n  
Committee  on 20 S e p t e m b e r
1985 w i th ou t  o p p o s i t i o n .

In o r d e r  to move t h i s  l e g i s ­
la t ion  in t h e  House  of  R e p ­
r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  we in VBOB 
can  he lp  b y  a s k i n g  o u r  own 
r e s p e c t i v e  C o n g r e s s m a n /  
C o n g r e s s w o m e n  to c o - s p o n ­
s o r  House  J o in t  R e so lu t io n  
167.

T h i s  HJR 167 ( t o  e r e c t  a 
m onu m ent  to t h e  Arm or ed  
F o r c e )  was s p o n s o r e d  by  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F loyd  S p e n c e  
of  S o u th  C a ro l in a  a n d  25 
o t h e r s .  Some 218 c o - s p o n ­
s o r s  a r e  n e e d e d  to e x p e d i t e  
t h i s  a c t i o n .

We s u g g e s t  you  w r i t e  a no te  
a lo ng  t h e  fo l lowing l in e s ;

T h e  H onora bl e  (n a m e )
U . S .  House  of  R e p r e s e n ­

t a t i v e s  
House  Office  B ld g .  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C .  20515

As a s o l d i e r ,  com ba t  v e t ­
e r a n  a n d  y o u r  c o n s t i t u e n t ,  
would you  p le a s e  c o - s p o n ­
s o r  HJR167 ( A r m o r e d  
F o r c e  M on um en t )?  Y o u r  
s u p p o r t  is n e e d e d  on th i s  
bill  to e r e c t  a mon ume nt  

( C o n t ' d  on P a g e  18)

L t .  G e n .  ( R e t i r e d )  H a r r y  K i n n a r d ,  l e f t ,  G2 
( I n t e l l i g e n c e ) ,  101st A i r b o r n e  Divis ion in 
B a s t o g n e  a n d  E. " L u c k y "  Loiacono,  Team 
O ' H a r a ,  C CB ,  10th A rm ored  Div is ion ,  
B a s t o g n e



I N T E R E S T I N G !  !

Two Lat in  Amer ican 
c o u n t r i e s  s e n t  t r o o p s  to t h e  
E u r o p e a n  T h e a t e r  in WWII -  
Braz i l  a n d  Mexico.

In v o lv e d  in t h e  ini t i al  
a s s a u l t  of  N o rm a n d y  on 
D-D ay w e re  185,000 t r o o p s ,
18.000 p a r a t r o o p e r s ,  13,175 
a i r c r a f t ,  4 ,066  l a n d i n g  
s h i p s ,  745 l a r g e  s h i p s ,
20.000 v e h i c l e s  a n d  341 mine­
s w e e p e r s  .

E r n ie  Pyle  a n d  R i c h a r d  T r e -  
g e s k i s  r a t e d  G e n e ra l  Omar 
Nelson B r a d l e y  a s  t h e  b e s t  
Allied g e n e r a l  of  WWII.

A c k - A c k  was t h e  B r i t i s h  
d e s i g n a t o r  f o r  a n t i a i r c r a f t  
f i r e ,  o r i g i n a t i n g  f rom t h e  
B r i t i s h  p h o n e t i c  a l p h a b e t  of  
WWI; Ack d e s i g n a t e d  t h e  
l e t t e r  "A" a n d  t h e  G e rm ans  
u s e d  "F lak"  f o r  F l i e g e r  Ab-  
w e h r  Kanone  ( a n t i a i r c r a f t  
c a n n o n ) .

AND. MORE MEMBERS 
SPEAK OUT LISTEN!

VBOB membe r  Bill D in gf e l -  
d e r  of New J e r s e y  h a s  r e ­
c e n t l y  co ined  t h r e e  new 
w o r d s  a s s o c i a t e d  with t h e  
Ba t t l e  of  t h e  Bu lg e  a n d  e n ­
c o u r a g e s  all m e m b e r s ,  
a u t h o r s ,  w r i t e r s ,  p o e t s  a n d  
s p e a k e r s  to make  u s e  of 
them in t h e i r  e n d e a v o r s  to 
e n h a n c e  all a s p e c t s  of  t h e  
g r e a t e s t  b a t t l e  e v e r  f o u g h t .

ARDENNAIRE — a n y  i n ­
d i v i d u a l  who p a r t i c i p a t e d  in 
t h e  A r d e n n e s - A l s a c e  Cam­
pa ig n  (Wacht  Am R h e in )  16 
Dec 44 -  25 J a n  45.

ARDENNTRY — Th e  
s t u d y  of ,  o r  r e l a t i n g  to ,  
t h e  BOT B.

ARDENNIST — A s t u d e n t  
of ;  h i s t o r i a n ,  a u t h o r ,  
w r i t e r ,  s p e a k e r ,  e t c .

Bill s e r v e d  in t h e  ETO with 
t h e  447 AAA AW B n ,  28th 
In f .  D i v . a s  g u n n e r  on t h e  
h a l f t r a c k  q u a d  f i f t i e s  a lon g

COMMANDER OF F IR S T  U . S .  
ARMY SPEAKS TO VBOB 
( c o n t i n u e d )

T h e  f r e e d o m  to s p e a k  o u t  on 
wh at  we b e l i e v e  i n .  T h r o u g h  
th e  y e a r s  A m e r i c a n s  h a v e  
p r o t e c t e d  t h a t  f r e e d o m  with 
t h e i r  l i v e s ,  w h en  n e c e s s a r y ,  
a n d  p a s s e d  it on to t h e i r  
d e s c e n d a n t s .  We a s  Amer i ­
can  c i t i z e n s ,  no t  j u s t  t h e  
mi l i t a ry  b u t  all  o f  u s ,  h a v e  
an ob l ig a t io n  to h a n d  o u r  
d e s c e n d a n t s  t h e  same l i b e r t y  
t h a t  we i n h e r i t e d .  We a r e  
t h e  c a r e t a k e r s  of  l i b e r t y .

You v e t e r a n s  of  t h e  B a t t le  
of  t h e  B u lg e  h a v e  u p h e l d  
t h a t  f ine t r a d i t i o n .  You 
h a v e  p r o t e c t e d  t h e  c h e r i s h e d  
g i f t  of f r e e d o m .  You c an  be  
a s s u r e d  t h a t  t h e  men a n d  
women in t o d a y ' s  Army - 
a c t i v e  d u t y .  G u a r d  a n d  R e s ­
e r v e  -  s t a n d  r e a d y  to  s e r v e .  
R e a d y  to d e f e n d  Amer ican  
f r e e d o m .

To me i t ' s  q u i t e  s imp le .  
Th om as  P a in e  sum med  i t  up  
200 y e a r s  a g o  w h e n  he  sa id  
" T h o s e  who e x p e c t  to r e a p  
t h e  b l e s s i n g  of  f r e e d o m  m u st  
u n d e r g o  t h e  f a t i g u e  of  s u p ­
p o r t i n g  i t . "

t h e  s o u t h e r n  f l a n k  of  t h e  
Bu lg e  in t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  
D i e k i r c h - E t t l e b r u c k - W i l t z .
He h a s  twice  v i s i t e d  t h e  old 
s t o m p i n g  g r o u n d s  r e c e n t l y  
a n d  is a s t a u n c h  s u p p o r t e r  
of  t h e  B a t t le  o f  t h e  Bu lg e  
a n d  h i s t o r i c a l  m u s e u m s  in 
Die k i rc h  a n d  Wiltz,  L u x e m ­
b o u r g .

A rm o re d  F o r c e  Monument  
Commit tee  R e p o r t s  
( C o n t ' d .  f rom P a g e  17)

h o n o r i n g  t h o s e  "men of  
s t e e l "  o f  t h e  Ame r ic an  
A r m o r e d  F o r c e  who h a v e  
so  a b l y  s e r v e d  in o u r  
p a s t  f o u r  w a r s  a n d  a r e  
now s e r v i n g  o u r  Nation 
wor ld  v/ ide.

R e s p e c t f u l l y ,

( Y o u r  n am e.  D i s t r i c t ,  
P e r m a n e n t  Home A d ­
d r e s s )
V e t e r a n s  of  t h e  B a t t le  

of  t h e  B u lg e  
(L is t  y o u r  m i l i t a ry  u n i t

J a m e s  K . Leach  
C h a i r m a n

BUT FOR THE GRACE
____________________OF GOD

In t h e  h e a t  a n d  hel l  of 
b a t t l e

Death  is no t  f a r  a w a y .

And on ly  b y  t h e  g r a c e  of 
God

Do yo u  s u r v i v e  t h e  d a y .

You s e e  y o u r  c o m r a d e s  
on e  b y  one

With w o u n d s  f rom b lood 
flow r e d

Of  all t h e  fa l len  d e a d .

And w h en  a t  l a s t  t h e  
b a t t l e ' s  o ' e r

You w o n d e r  how a n d  w h y .

You came a w a y  u n t o u c h e d  
u n s c a t h e d ,

And o t h e r s  h a d  to  d i e .

Ha ro ld  F .  Mohn



LE FT :  Lt .  Gen .  C ^ a r l e s  B.  F r a n k l i n ,  
l e f t ,  William T.  G re e n v i l le  a n d  R o b e r t  J .  
V a n H o u te n

RI G H T :  Jimmie L e a c h ,  H o n o r a r y  Colone l ,  37th  
A r m o r ,  1st A rm o re d  Div is ion  b r i e f s  t h e  m e m b e r ­
s h i p  on t h e  p r o p o s e d  A rm o re d  F o r c e  Memorial

LEFT :  Wright  R o b i n s o n ,  l e f t ,  Vice 
P r e s i d e n t ,  M a r y la n d - D  . C . C h a p t e r ,  a n d  
Don B r e a k i s o n ,  Member ,  a n d  Neil 
T h o m p s o n ,  C h a p t e r  P r e s i d e n t

R IG H T :  Bud L e i n b a u g h ,  l e f t ,  c o - a u t h o r  
of  " T h e  Men of C o m p a n y  K , "  C R l B A ' s  
A n d r e  H u b e r t  o f  Belg ium a n d  C r a y t o n  
S h e p h a r d  who,  wi th  B u d ,  l i b e r a t e d  A n d r e ' s  
v i l l age
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CUSTOMER NO: 
GROUP A NO:

RECORD NO:_  
GROUP B NO:

DATE R E C E I V E D ;

(Above  f o r  o f f i c e  u s e  o n l y )

P l e a s e  s h i p  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i t e m s  t o :  
NAME:

( f i r s t ) ( l a s t )
ADDRESS:

(no) (s t r e e t ) ( c i t y )

ITEM PRICE
GROUP A
A 1 P I a q u e 5"X 6 ” * # 1 5 . 0 0
A 2 P I a q u e 5"X 7" * 1 8 . 0 0
A 3 P I a q u e 5" D ia m e t e r 1 1 . 0 0
A 4 2 Pen VBOB Desk S e t 2 1 . 0 0

* P l e a s e  e n g r a v e  B r a s s P l a t e wi t h :
NAME
UNIT
UNIT

GROUP B
B 1 P a t c h 2 3 / 4 "  Diam 2 . 5 0
B 1A P a t c h ( W / c l u t c h ) 4 . 0 0
B 2 P a t c h 4 3 / 4 "  Diam 6 . 0 0
B 2A P a t c h ( W / c l u t c h ) 8 . 0 0
D 1 D e c a l 4" Diam 3 /  1 . 0 0
J 1 VBOB L a p e l  P in  ( W / c l u t c h ) 7 . 0 0
J 2 VBOB T i e  Tac 7 .  OO
J 3 VBOB T i e  Bar (Not Shown) 7 . 0 0
N i vtiuti Neck l i e i O. OO

( s t a t e )  ( z i p )  

QUANTITY TOTAL

TOTAL PURCHASES 
Above  p r i c e s  e f f e c t i v e  1 May, 1985  i n c l u d e  
p o s t a g e  and e n g r a v i n g  o f  p l a q u e s  A1 ?< A2



From.
PLACE
S T A M P
HERE

Zip.

Veterans of the Battle of the  Bulge 
P.O.Box 11129 
Arlington, VA 22210-2129



Your attention, PLEASE...
Use this convenient envelope 
to pay NOW and help maintain 
our VBOB Association

Your dues are $10.00

Make check or money order payable to 
Veterans of the Battle of the Bulge

I Thank You

Dear Comrade...
Our annual dues are the main source of income for VBOB. If the 

arrow on the back cover of this newsletter indicates that you are in 
arrears, won t  you please use this convenient envelope to pay your 
dues and help support our wonderful and meaningful organization.

And "Kilroy" says:
While you're at it...how 
about putting a note in 
the same envelope and letting VBOB know what you've been up to 
these past 41 years. Don't forget to mention what outfit you were 
in. You may just get your name in the newsletter.


