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AS TIME GOES BY
Return to Europe on our FIFTH ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL
D u r i n g  World War II t h e r e  
was  a v e r y  p o p u l a r  s o n g  e n ­
t i t l e d  "As  Time Goes B y . "  
E v e r y  G . I .  o f  t h a t  e r a  ( a n d  
h is  g i r l )  p r o b a b l y  r e m e m b e r s  
i t  wel l .  C e r t a i n l y  t h e  
d r e a m s  a n d  memor ie s  which  
it  i n s p i r e d  in e v e r y o n e ,  
b o t h  a t  home a n d  o v e r s e a s ,  
c a r r i e d  t h o u g h t s  of  h a p p i ­
n e s s  p a s t  a n d  y e t  to  come. 
R e g r e t t a b l y ,  t h o s e  d r e a m s  
w e r e  no t  fu l f i l l ed  f o r  a lot 
o f  o u r  b u d d i e s ,  b u t  f o r  each  
of  u s  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  came on 
V-E a n d  V - J  D a y s .  "As  
Time Goes By" w a s ,  a n d  i s ,  
a g r e a t  s o n g ,  a n d  i t  p r o b ­
a b l y  b r i n g s  b a c k  t h o s e  
p l e a s a n t  memor ies  e v e n  t o ­
d a y  .

Su c h  a mood co uld  well  be  
u s e d  to  d e s c r i b e  t h e  p l a n s  
f o r  o u r  "5 th  A n n i v e r s a r y  
Sp ec ia l"  r e t u r n  t r i p  to t h e  
B u lg e  a n d  o t h e r  E u r o p e a n  
a r e a s  in S e p t e m b e r .  It  will 
r e p r e s e n t  t h e  g l o r y  of  mem­
o r i e s  p a s t  a n d  y e t  to  come.

If  yo u  h a v e  b e e n  b a c k  to 
y o u r  c o m b a t / s e r v i c e  a r e a s  of  
t h e  B u l g e ,  you  kn ow  t h a t  
is  an  e x p e r i e n c e  of  s u c h  s i g ­
n i f ic a n c e  to ea ch  of  u s  t h a t  
i t  t r a n s c e n d s  a n y  o t h e r  k in d  
of  t r a v e l  p r o g r a m .  I t ' s  a 
t h r i l l  to  r e t r a c e  o u r  war t ime  
s t e p s ,  to be  s u r e ,  b u t  e v e n  
more  r e w a r d i n g  i s  to s ee  t h e

h a p p y ,  sm i l ing  f a c e s  of  so 
m any local  p e o p le  who s t i l l  
r e m e m b e r  o u r  w a r t i m e  s e r ­
v ic e  with  g r a t i t u d e ,  r e s p e c t  
a n d  g r e a t  a f f e c t i o n .  T h e  
w o n d e r s  of  r e b u i l d i n g  a n d  
r e o r g a n i z i n g  a f t e r  t h e  War 
a t t e s t s  to  t h e  d e d i c a t i o n  a n d  
commitment  w hich  t h e s e  g r a ­
c io u s  p e o p le  h a v e  g i v e n  to 
t h e i r  r e s t o r e d  f r e e d o m .  And 
t h e  f r i e n d s h i p s  d e v e l o p e d  
t h e n  h a v e  no t  o n ly  e n d u r e d ,  
b u t  h a v e  g r o w n  in s c o p e  a n d  
p u r p o s e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
y e a r s .

T h e  B a t t le  o f  t h e  Bu lg e  
t a u g h t  t h e  wor ld  a g r e a t  
l e s s o n  a n d  i t  will b e  an  e x ­
ample  of  t h e  c o u r a g e ,  p r i d e ,  
d e d i c a t i o n  a n d  c o m p a ss io n  
f o r  p e o p le  of  all  n a t i o n s  to 
em u la te  f o r  g e n e r a t i o n s  to 
come.  T h e  memor ia l s  h o n o r ­
in g  t h e  Amer i can  G . I .  in 
t h i s  g r e a t  b a t t l e  a r e  e v e r y ­
w h e r e ,  no n e  so  r e m a r k a b l y  
p o i g n a n t  a s  t h e  " G . I .  Monu­
m en t"  in C l e r v a u x ,  L u x e m ­
b o u r g .  S t a n d i n g  p r o m i n e n t ­
ly in a s e l e c t e d  s i t e ,  t h e  
s p i r i t  of  t h e  B u lg e  G . I .  
se em s to be  e t c h e d  i n to  
e v e r y  e lement  of  i t s  i m p o s ­
in g  p r e s e n c e ,  a n d  i t  t e l l s  
t h e  wor ld  -  p e o p le  of  all 
n a t i o n s  who a r e  p r i v i l e g e d  
to s ee  i t  -  t h a t  t h e  p e o p le  
of  L u x e m b o u r g  will n e v e r

f o r g e t  t h e  c o u r a g e  of  t h e  
B u l g e  G . I .  who r e s t o r e d  
t h e i r  f r e e d o m .

It  s e e m s  a p p r o p r i a t e  t h a t  
o u r  5 th  A n n i v e r s a r y  t o u r  
s h o u l d  be  s c h e d u l e d  t h i s  
y e a r  b e c a u s e  memo r ie s  of  
t h e  p a s t  a n d  t h e  h o p e  f o r  
t h e  f u t u r e  will come i n t o  
w o r l d w i d e  f o c u s  on J u l y  4 th  
w h e n  o u r  b e l o v e d  S t a t u e  of*  
L i b e r t y  is  r e d e d i c a t e d .
" T h e  L a d y "  i s  a " b e a c o n  of   ̂
h o p e "  to  t h e  wo r ld  a n d  e y e s  
f rom e v e r y  na t i o n  will fol low 
o u r  c e r e m o n ia l  e v e n t s  on 
J u l y  4 th w h e n  we recommit  
o u r s e l v e s  to t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  
i t  r e p r e s e n t s .

B u t  e v e n  a s  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  
t h e s e  c e r e m o n i e s  will b e ,  
t h e  m er e  p r e s e n c e  of  t h e  
World War II G . I .  in s u c h  
h i s t o r i c a l l y  r e n o w n e d  v i l ­
l a g e s  in t h e  B u l g e  a s  Mal- 
m e d y ,  S t .  V i t h ,  E l s e n b o r n ,  
C l e r v a u x ,  Wiltz,  L u x e m ­
b o u r g ,  B a s t o g n e ,  a n d  a 
h o s t  o f  o t h e r s  c a r r i e s  with 
it  e v e n  g r e a t e r  i m p o r t a n c e  
of  i n d i v i d u a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  
f o s t e r e d  b y  a t t e n d a n c e  b y  
t h o s e  of  u s  who took  p a r t  
in t h i s  h o r r e n d o u s  b a t t l e  
d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h a t  w e ,  to o ,  
s t i l l  r e m e m b e r  a n d  w a n t  to 
s h a r e  g l o r i o u s  me mor ies  of  
o u r  p a s t  a s s o c i a t i o n  o n c e  
( c o n t i n u e d  on P a g e  2 )
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Q -  I am a 6 7 - year-old v e t ­
eran with limited income. I 
have applied for a n o n ser ­
v ice  connected  pens ion .  Do 
I have  to prove  to the VA 
that I disabled?
A -  No. Permanent and 
total d isabil ity  for pension  
p u rp o ses  is  presumed at 
age 65.
Q -  I would like to review  
my VA claims fo lder .  What 
should 1 do?
A -  Use VA's to l l - free  te le ­
phone ser v ic e  to reach the  
nearest  regional o f f ice .  The  
number is  in your local 
d irec to ry ,  under U .S .  Gov­
ernment.  A counse lor  will 
schedu le  an appointment for 
you to review your claims 
f o l d e r .
Q -  Will the VA furnish  a 
gra v e  marker for a person  
who dies in military serv ice  
and whose remains have not 
been recovered  or ident i ­
fied?
A -  Yes .  A memorial head­
stone  or marker may be 
furn ished  on application of  
a c lose  relat ive recognized  
as the next of kin to com­
memorate any e ligible  vet  
e r a n .

T H I S
E D I T I O N
C O N T A I N S
THE
VBOB
C O N S T I T U T I O N
AND
B Y - L A W S .
READ
THEM
AND
S A V E
THEM.

j AS TIME GOES BY 
(continued from Page ')
again with the people who 
were both victims atid b e n e ­
f ic iaries in this  "coup de 
grace" to the Nazi war 
machine.
Perhaps "As Time Goes By" 
nostalgic  and heart warming 
as it is should be our theme 
song  for this  year .  We are 
in a "go" posit ion ,  but we 
want and need YOU with 
u s.  We'll retrace the route  
of advance  of Colonel 
Peiper's  armored fo rces ,  
s topping  enroute  for s p e c ­
ial receptions and to visit  
"your special place" as c ir ­
cum stances  allow. Private  
c a rs ,  provided by our  
fr iends  in CREBA and CEBA 
will a ss is t  us in being sure  
that you are able to return  
to your special  p laces ,  too.  
Last time, our group r e p ­
resented  63 d if ferent units .  
It was great f un.  We 
learned that the "sharing" 
of such unique exp er ien ces  
in life -  a rarity in i t se l f -  
is the s ingu lar ly  most im­
portant element which we 
can enjoy to g e th er .  Come 
along and you'll see  for  
y ou rse l f .
Mail your reserva t ion s  to­
day! If you do not have a 
copy of the d escr ip t iv e  
brochure ,  call Galaxy Tours  
to l l - free  (ou ts id e  of PA it's  
800-523-7287 -  ins ide  of PA 
call 215-254-6600).  Share  
th ese  happy moments with 
us as we return to c e le ­
brate our 5th A nniversary .
It will be a trip providing  
enough new mem.ories to 
last a lifetime. Call today!

. . . Hal R yder ,  1st
Engr.  Spec .  Brig.



Shel led ,  bombed a nd  b e s i e g e d ,  Ba s t og ne  was i so la ted  on December  21st b y  th e  
German p u s h  f o r  th e  Ri ve r  Meuse.  The  101st A i rbor ne  Divis ion,  th e  Screaming  
Eagles ,  and  e lements  of  t h e  10th Armored held ou t  un t i l  t a n k s  of P a t to n ' s  4th 
Armored Division b r o k e  t h r o u g h  th e  German r i n g  a r o u n d  t h e  town on December 
26 th .  Af te r  th e  war ,  B a s t o g n e ’s Place C a r r e  was renamed  in ho nor  of  th e  101st 
A i r b o r n e ' s  commander  -  ’’Place McAuliffe. ”

i ^  *

From Batt le  of  th e  B u l g e . Then  and  Now
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FEARFUL-frosty f reez ing  frigid-FLASHBACKS
Down t h r o u g h  t h e  y e a r s  o n e  o c c u r r e n c e  o r  
a n o t h e r  g a v e  me " f l a s h - b a c k s "  to  t h o s e  b i t ­
t e r  d a y s  of  t h e  " B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u l g e , "  D ec ­
e m b e r  1944. T h i s  y e a r  is  no d i f f e r e n t !
L a s t  w e e k ,  whi le  b r o w s i n g  t h r o u g h  a r e l i g ­
i o u s  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  I was  s t a r t l e d  b y  a p a r t i ­
c u l a r  p h o t o g r a p h  t a k e n  n e a r  o n e  of  t h e i r  
local  m i s s i o n s .  S t a r t l e d  i s  h a r d l y  t h e  
w o r d !  I f  t h e  o v e r h e a d  v«fires w e r e  r e m o v e d ,  
t h e r e  i s  an  e x a c t  r e p l i c a  of  a s n o w - c o v e r e d ,  
f o r e s t e d  c r o s s r o a d s  e n c o u n t e r e d  in an  a t ­
t a c k  t h r o u g h  t h e  A r d e n n e s .  Memories  came 
in a f l o o d .

T h e  sn ow  i s  u n m a r k e d  e x c e p t  f o r  a s i n g l e  
s e t  o f  t r a c k s  on t h e  r o a d .  A c l u s t e r  o f  
s h r u b b e r y  n e a r  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n ,  h e a v i l y  
s n o w - l a d e n ,  r e s e m b l e s  t h e  p a r t i a l l y  c a m o u ­
f l a g e d  t a n k  f i r i n g  down t h e  l u m b e r  r o a d  to 
t h e  r i g h t .  Deep  s h a d o w s  form t h e  s h a p e s  
of  c r e w m e n  a t o p  t h e  t u r r e t .  On t h e  e m b a n k ­
me n t  n e a r b y ,  o t l i e r  s h a d o w s  form t h e  o u t ­
l ine  of  d u g - i n  I n f a n t r y  a n d  g u n  c r e w s .  B e ­
y o n d  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  v e h i c l e s  a r e  p a r k e d  
on t h e  r o a d  s h o u l d e r  so  h e a v i l y  c o v e r e d  
wi th  s n o w .  T h e  s h a p e s  a r e  h a r d l y  d i s c e r n ­
i b l e .  T h e s e  r e s e m b l e  t h e  k n o c k e d - o u t  
t r a c k s  a n d  a r m o r  we p a s s e d .  A c r o s s  t h e  
r o a d  f rom  t h e s e  is  t h a t  b u r n e d - o u t  fa rm 
p u i l d i n g .

T o d a y ' s  w e a t h e r  m a k e s  it  all  seem so  r e a l  
a n d  1 go  t h r o u g h  i t  all  o v e r  a g a i n .  Mem­
o r i e s  a r e  on me a n d  I g e t  t h a t  g u t - k n o t t i n g  
f e e l i n g  -  a com b in a t i o n  of  c o ld ,  f e a r  a n d  
a n x i e t y .  I am e x t r e m e l y  e x h a u s e d  a n d  so 
t i r e d  f rom t h e  c o n s t a n t  moves  a n d  lack  of 
s l e e p .  1 f ee l  t h a t  n u m b i n g ,  b o n e - c h i l l i n g  
c o l d .  S h i m m e r i n g  ice c r y s t a l s  form in t h e  
s u b z e r o  a i r .  T h e  a i r  f r e e z e s  a n d  t i g h t e n s  
in my n o s t r i l s .  My e a r s  a c h e .  Each i n t a k e  
of  b r e a t h  s e a r s  my l u n g s .  As 1 b r e a t h e ,  ice  
f o r m s  a n d  c o a t s  my f a c e  a n d  c l o t h i n g .  P e r ­
s p i r a t i o n  t r a i l s  an  icy  p a t h  down my b o d y .  
I ' v e  n e v e r  b e e n  so  c o l d .  T h e  h a n d s  a n d  
f e e t  a r e  n u m b .

Snow c r a c k l e s  s h a r p l y  u n d e r f o o t  a s  we plod  
a l o n g .  O u r  b o d i e s  a r e  b e n t  b e n e a t h  t h e  
h e a v y  l o a d .  D e n s e  fog  fo rm s  j u s t  a b o v e  t h e  
g r o u n d .  Soon o n ly  t h e  lo w er  ha l f  of  t h e  
m a n ' s  l e g s  a h e a d  a r e  v i s i b l e .  F or m s  become 
d i s e m b o d i e d  w r a i t h s  in i t s  d e p t h s .  I t  is  
EERIE ! !  In t h e  d i s t a n c e ,  a r t i l l e r y  p i e c e s  
t h u m p  t h e i r  m e s s a g e .

Sh e l l s  " c r u m p "  u p o n  im p a c t ,  s o u n d s  m u te d  
b y  t h e  e l e m e n t s .  O cca s i on a l  f r a g m e n t s  moan

a s  t h e y  f l u t t e r  b y .  M o r ta r  r o u n d s  s o u n d  
l ike  s a c k s  of c h a i n s  b e i n g  d r o p p e d  as  t h e y  
c r a s h  in t h e  n e a r  ho l lo ws .  F r a g m e n t s  
w h i r r  a b o u t ,  s p e n d i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  in t h e  
t r e e s .  A d e a d l y  B R R P - B R R P  of  an  a u t o m a t ­
ic w e apo n g i v e s  a s h u d d e r  to t h e  s p i n e .  
Someone  s h r i e k s  h o r r i b l y  a s  he  is  h i t .  
E v e r y  f o r e i g n  s o u n d  a d d s  to  t h e  f e a r .
T h e  v e r y  a i r  h a s  an  a u r a  of  a s l a u g h t e r  
h o u s e .  I f o r c e  m y s e l f  to  s t a y  s t e a d y  a n d  
f i rm t h r o u g h  i t  a l l .  1 p a r t i a l l y  s u c c e e d .

All t h e s e  y e a r s  a n d  t h e  old n i g h t m a r e  is 
b a c k !  Now t h a t  I ' v e  w r i t t e n  i t  d o w n ,  I 
fee l  much  b e t t e r !

. . . R i c h a r d  R.  D e B r u y n ,  Co.  F,  
291st I n f . ,  75 th  I n f .  D i v . , b a s e d  on an 
a r t i c l e  p u b l i s h e d  in THE G U ID O N , 2 /8 6 .

M em ber^  ̂ p e a k  O ut
Walter  C.  R i g h t o n  is  lo o k in g  f o r  v e t e r a n s  
of  t h e  704th T a n k  D e s t r o y e r  B at ta l io n  who 
s e r v e d  f rom 15 Dec 41 to 15 Oct 45 a n d  30 
J u l  51 to  1 Apr i l  57.  T h e s e  v e t e r a n s  
s h o u l d  know t h a t  t h e i r  u n i t  was a w a r d e d  
t h e  F r e n c h  C r o ix  d e  G u e r r e  wi th  Palm 
( t w i c e )  a n d  t h e  F r e n c h  F o u r r a g e r e .  T h o s e  
i n t e r e s t e d  may c o n t a c t  R i g h t o n  a t  29 W 
Wilkins La n e ,  P la i n f i e l d ,  IL 60544.

R ay m o n d  D. B r o w n ,  3411 S.  Camino SECO 
Lot 18, T u c s o n ,  AZ 85730 i s  lo o k in g  f o r  t h e  
w h e r e a b o u t s  of  William R.  P o t t e r ,  Co.  D,
8th T a n k  B n ,  4 th A rm ored  D iv i s io n .

P a t  Merino  is l o o k i n g  f o r  a n y  m e m b e r s  of  
t h e  83d " T h u n d e r b o l t "  I n f a n t r y  D iv is io n .  
C o n t a c t  Pat  D. DiGiammer ino ,  36 E as t  B o r ­
d e r  R o a d ,  Malden ,  MA 02148.

Ja m e s  L. Mof fe t t ,  28th S ig na l  C o . ,  28th  
D iv is io n ,  w r i t e s  to  te l l  o f  h i s  1981 r e t u r n  
v i s i t  to Wil tz , L u x e m b o u r g ,  a n d  t h e  " t e r r i ­
fic  welcome b y  t h e  L u x e m b o u r g  p e o p le  — 
some of  t h e  f i n e s t  p e o p le  in t h e  w o r l d ,  a n d  
t h e y  love  t h e  A m e r i c a n s .  We h a d  11 d a y s  
of  s h e e r  joy .  I t  was  37 y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e y  
ha d  b e e n  l i b e r a t e d  a n d  we h a d  a w o n d e r f u l  
t ime ,  b u t  I m u s t  s a y  it  was  v e r y  emot ion a l .  
Many of  th e  f i ne  p e o p le  t h a t  w e r e  t h e r e  
wh en  we l i b e r a t e d  them a n d  t h e n  to f i n d  a 
muse um a n d  memor ia l s  in o u r  h o n o r .  Words 
a r e  not  e n o u g h  to  s a y  how much we a p p r e c ­
ia t e d  t h e i r  h o s p i t a l i t y .  I t  all  s t a r t e d  b e ­
c a u s e  we ha d  a C h r i s t m a s  P a r t y  f o r  t h e i r  
c h i l d r e n  b e f o r e  t h e  t e r r i b l e  B u lg e  e v e n t . "

4



Reunion
511th E n g r .  Lt .  Ponton  Co . ,  13-15 J u n e  1986,
Host Farms ,  L a n c a s t e r ,  PA. (C on tac t  Nick
Rosania ,  Box 412, Main S t . ,  Whi tehouse 
S ta t ion ,  NJ 08889.).
275th Armored FA Bn,  17-19 Ju ly  1986, 
C h a r l e s to n ,  S C .  (C on ta c t  Ro be r t  Schnul le ,  
3611 S. Aust in B l v d . ,  Cicero ,  IL 60650).
131st O rd .  Maint.  Bn ,  9th Armored Div,  28- 
31 Aug.  1986, Salt Lake Ci ty ,  UT. (Co ntac t  
A1 I rw in ,  Mound Ci ty ,  KS 66056).
3rd Armored Div. A s s n . ,  17-20 Sep 1986, 
Louisvil le,  KY. (C o n ta c t  un i t ,  PO Box 
740665, New O r le ans ,  LA 70174).
14th Tank  Bn. A s s n . ,  9th Armored D iv . ,  
14-17 Aug.  1986, New O r l eans ,  LA. (C o n ­
tac t  A nth ony  R. Ziegler ,  171 Sidgefield D r . ,  
H a rah an ,  LA 70123).
83rd I n f a n t r y  Div. Assn ,  WWII, 21-23 Aug.  
1986, Knoxvil le,  TN.  (C on ta c t  R obe r t  Der -  
i ckso n ,  3749 S t a h l h e b e r  R d . ,  Hamilton,
OH 45013).
447th AAA AW Bn,  WWII. 25-27 Apr  1986, 
Hampton In n ,  Baton Rou te ,  LA. (Contac t  
Fr anc is  Naquin ,  3345 Elm D r . ,  Baton 
Rouge ,  LA. 70805).
28th I n f a n t r y  Division,  17-20 Sep t .  1986,
F t .  Indian town Gap,  PA. WWI, WWII, Korea
& p r e s e n t .  (Co nta c t  PAANG, 28th Inf .
Div, 55th B r ig ade ,  900 Adams A v e . ,  P .O .  
Box 109, S c r a n t o n ,  PA 18501).
8I4th Tank  D e s t r o y e r ,  WWII, J u n e  1986, 
S a v a n n a h ,  MO. (C ont ac t  Car ro l  Chr i s tm an ,  
106 S. 9 th ,  S a v a n n a h ,  MO 64485).
134th AAA Gun Bn (Mobile) ,  WWII, 9-13 
Oct .  1986, C h a r le s t o n ,  SC.  (Con tac t  
Michael Kotula,  S t .  Rt .  Box 586, Al b r igh ts -  
vil le,  PA 18210).
99th I n f a n t r y  Div. A s s n . ,  16-19 Ju ly  1986, 
Dayton,  OH. (C ont ac t  Robe r t  Fa r i s ,  1757 
Speice A v e . ,  Dayton ,  OH 45403).

7th Armored Division,  28-31 Aug and  1 Sep 
1986, H a r r i s b u r g ,  PA.

84th In f .  Div ( R a i l s p l i t t e r s ) , 1-6 Aug 87 
(YES,  1987!),  Clarion Hotel ,  Colorado 
S p r i n g s ,  CO. (C o n ta c t :  B ruce  E. Morrell ,  
2432 Zane Ci rcle,  CO S p r i n g s ,  CO 80909.

5th Med. B n . ,  Fif th Inf .  D iv . ,  29 Aug t h r u  
S e p t .  1, D a v e n p o r t ,  Iowa.  (C o n ta c t  George  
Davis ,  317 4th A v e . ,  DeWitt,  lA 52742).
2nd ( In d ia n  Head)  Div.  A s s n . ,  65th Annual  
R eunion ,  16-20 Ju ly  1986, Or land o ,  FL. 
(C on ta c t  Alex L i p t a k , 6856 Day D r . ,  Parma,  
OH 44129).

80th Inf .  Div.  A s s n . ,  WWI & II,  6-9 Aug.  
1986, Bal timore,  MD. 67th Annual  C o n v e n ­
t ion .  (C o n ta c t  James  W. Phi l l ips ,  420 S. 
Hanove r  S t . ,  E l iz abe th t own,  PA 17022).
Co. B,  55th Armd. In f .  B n . ,  11th Armd.  
D iv . ,  5-7 S e p t .  1986, Ro ck fo rd ,  IL. ( C o n ­
tac t  Bill Zimmerman, 848 Drexe l  B l v d . ,  
Ro ckf o rd ,  IL 6II11).

Co. D, 345th I n f . ,  87th Inf .  D iv . ,  24-25 
May 1986, P i t t s b u r g h ,  PA.  (C o n ta c t  H a r r y  
S. Gr i ff in ,  5340 C r e s e n t  D r . ,  Hil l iard,  OH 
43026).

704 Tank D e s t r o y e r  Bn.  A s s n . ,  26-28 
S ept .  1986, P i t t s b u r g h ,  PA. (Co nta c t  
Rod T o rb ic h ,  166 Linmar ,  Al iquippa ,  PA 
I500I).

6th Armored Division A s s n . ,  2-7 Sep 8 6 ,
San Antonio,  TX (C o n tac t  Ed Reed ,  PO 
Box 5011, Louisvi l le,  KY 40205).
148th E n g in e e r  Combat B n . ,  S ept em be r  8 6 , . 
Washington ,  PA. (Co ntac t  Cha r l es  P.
Allen, 3752 Doney S t . ,  Whitehall ,  OH 
43213).
4th Armored Divison,  17-19 Ju ly  86 , King 
of P r u s s i a ,  PA. (Co nta c t  Raymond D. 
Brown,  3411 S. Camino SECO, Lot 18,
T u c s o n ,  AZ 85730).
925th Signal  Bn.  ( S e p ) ,  9th Tac tica l Air 
Command, 15-17 Aug 86 , Bos ton ,  MA. 
(Con tac t  Rich ard  Dwinell ,  6 Gould S t . ,  
Mil lbury,  MA 01527).

87th I n f a n t r y  Division,  1-5 Oct 86 , Holly­
wood,  CA. (C on ta c t  Ted S p ohn ,  257 
S c h r y v e r  R d . , Columbus,  OH 43207).

27th Armored I n f a n t r y  B n . ,  9th Armored 
Division,  13-17 A u g u s t ,  S t .  Louis .  ( C o n ­
tac t  Edward F. G re h ,  45200 Card  Road,
Mt. Clemens,  MI 48044).



KRINIiELT-ROCHERATH
TH E BATTLE FOR THE T W IN  VILLAGES

A N ew  Book By William C.C. Cavanagh

P a n z e r  G e n e ra l  H a s s o  V o n  M a n te u f fe l  c a lle d  it th e  k e y  to  th e  
A llie d  v ic to ry  a t  th e  B a ttle  o f  th e  B u lg e . N o w  W ill C a v a n a g h  
te lls  fo r  th e  f irs t  t im e  th e  fu ll, d r a m a t ic  s to ry  o f  th e  T w in  
V illag es . M e tic u lo u s ly  r e s e a r c h e d  a n d  p a c k e d  w i th  m a p s  & 

u n p u b l is h e d  p h o to s  o f th e  b a ttle  site, i t 's  a  g rip p in g  a c c o u n t 
o f  W W ll  h e r o is m  a n d  h o n o r . F o r  a  l im ite d  t im e  y o u  c a n  
o r d e r  th is  im p o r ta n t  n e w  w a r  h is to ry  a t a  sp e c ia l  p r e ­
p u b l ic a t io n  p r ic e  o f  j u s t  $ 17 .5 0 . . . a  fu ll 2 2 %  o ff  th e  
p u b l is h e r s  list. P lus, a s  a  b o n u s , y o u r  o rd e r  n o w  re s e rv e s  

a n  e x c lu s iv e  c o lle c to rs  e d i t io n  c o p y , a u to g ra p l ic d  b y  
h e  a u t h o r . . . u n a v a ila b le  la te r  a t a n y  p r ic e .

"At long last a oomprehoislve accxnint <rf the most ded- 
alve action in tlie entire Battle of tiie Bulge, the sto{^M^ 
of tfie Sxth Pamer Army on the north shoulder. Will 
Cs'.'snsgh kiicws the terrain like Ws hnrk yarri (which it 
yfrti^ly !sj and teW« the story with verve and drama.

— C h arle s  B. M acD onaid  
w itlio r  o f  A  Ib n e  far Tyumpets:
The OribU Story e f  rfie Batik o f the Bulge

ABOUT t i i f :  a u t h o r
Will C<ivan;igli, is rccognizt'd around the work! as an 
aulhorilalivc liistdrian of tlu' WWil ciinipaign in the 
Ank'nncs ol Hclgmni. Ik ' is curator of liio military 
miisiMini al Ki.ilint'dy anti S<'IA,'1’S as a fri’cjucni iiosi 
anil j;viiilc to Ihc many vclt 'ran's y;roiips visilini; the 
Uitlk- site. Will is  a l s o  a  VHO U  niomtx.' r !

Mail y o u r  c h e c k  or  money o r d e r  for  $20 ( i n c l u d e s  $2 . 50  p o s t a g e / h a n d l i n g ) to THE CHRIS­
TOPHER PUBLISHING HOUSE,  106 Lo n gwa t er  D r i ve ,  Norwel l ,  MA 02061. Your Col l ec tor ' s  
Edit ion Copy will be  s h i p p e d  immediately a f t er  publ i cat ion  s c h e d u l e d  for  e ar l y  1986. Be 
s u r e  to i nc l ude  y o u r  a d d r e s s .

T aps
GROW, iVlaj. G e n .  ROB E RT  WALKER,  6th  
A r mo re d  D i v i s i o n ,  d i e d  3 N o v e m b e r  1985.



MORE M e m b e rs
Ca r l  O l s e n ,  319th G l i de r  Field A r t i l l e r y ,
82nd  A i r b o r n e  D iv i s ion ,  White P l a i n s ,  NY, 
c a r r i e d  a g u n  p o w d e r  t h e r m o m e t e r  in t h e  
S t a v e lo t - M a lm e d y  a r e a  a n d  r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h e  
c o l d e s t  d a y  he  r e c a l l s  was 0° F a h r e n h e i t  
( n o t  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  w in d - c h i l l  f a c t o r )  d u r ­
i n g  t h e  b l i z z a r d  on 23 D e c e m b e r .  A Gun 
S ec t ion  S e r g e a n t ,  he  was c o v e r i n g  t h e  
w i t h d r a w a l  of  t h e  7th I n f a n t r y  Divis ion 
f rom S t .  V i t h .  He c o n c l u d e s  with "w h a t  
h a p p e n e d  on C h r i s t m a s  Eve  i s  a n o t h e r  
s t o r y ."

H e n r y  R.  W in ger ,  2nd  B n . ,  358th I n f a n t r y ,  
90th  I n f a n t r y  D iv i s io n ,  T h i r d  U . S .  Army 
w r i t e s  t h a t  he  " e n j o y s  THE BULGE BUGLE 
so  v e r y  much -  k e e p  u p  t h e  good  w o r k . "
He s a y s  t h a t  memor ies  of  comba t  t h a t  took 
p la ce  o v e r  f o r t y - o n e  y e a r s  a g o  come b a c k  
to  him a n d  t h a t  he  s t i l l  s h i v e r s  whe n  he  
t h i n k s  of  t h e  s n o w ,  t h e  c o ld ,  t h e  m u d ,  t h e  
s u f f e r i n g  g r i e f  a n d  a n g u i s h  t h a t  w en t  with 
i t .  He w a r n s  t h a t  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s  mus t  
n e v e r  be  p e r m i t t e d  to f o r g e t  " t h e  g r e a t  
b a t t l e  t h a t  was f o u g h t  b y  t h e  U . S .  A r m y . "

J o h n  F .  C o l a r u s s o ,  Hq.  C o . ,  3 r d  B n . ,
423rd  I n f ,  106th I n f a n t r y  D iv is i on ,  b e t t e r  
kn o w n  a s  t h e  H u n g r y  a n d  S ic k ,  w r i t e s  
f rom C a r v e r ,  MA. F o r  t h e  p a s t  40 y e a r s  
he  h a s  b e e n  l ike  e v e r y o n e  e l s e  -  j u s t  b u c k ­
led down a n d  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  fami ly .  He e x ­
p e c t s  to a t t e n d  t h i s  y e a r ' s  g e n e r a l  m e m b e r ­
s h i p  m e e t i n g .

J o h n  H. O 'Ne al ,  Co.  1, 317th R e g t . , 80th 
D iv is io n ,  w r i t e s  t h a t  t h e  p a s t  41 y e a r s  
"d i d  s u r e  s l ip  a w a y . "  He is 76 now a n d  
h a s  good h e a l t h .  He h a s  b e e n  m a r r i e d  55 
y e a r s ,  h a s  a son  a n d  t h r e e  g r a n d c h i l d r e n .  
He r e t i r e d  f rom t h e  Rai l r oad  Mail S e r v i c e  
in 1969 when p o s t a l  c a r s  w e r e  d i s c o n t i n u e d .  
J o h n  w r i t e s  "l ife h a s  b e e n  good to me.  It 
i s  n ice  to s ee  o u r  g r a n d c h i l d r e n  g r o w i n g  
u p ,  b u t  i s  so s a d  t h a t  so many of o u r  pa l s  
d id not  make it  b a c k . "  He s t a t e s  t h a t  he 
i s  p r o u d  to  be  a m em ber  of  VBOB a n d  s a y s  
to tel l  Ki l roy  hel lo .

H a r r y  F.  Miller,  740th T a n k  B a t t a l i o n ,  
Wichi ta ,  KS w r i t e s  t h a t  h i s  o u t f i t  was a 
s e p a r a t e  t a n k  b a t t a l i o n  t h a t  b e l o n g e d  to 
n o b o d y .  "We w e r e  s h i p p e d  h e r e  a n d  t h e r e  
a n y p l a c e  we w e r e  n e e d e d .  We d i d n ' t  

( c o n t i n u e d  in 2nd  column a b o v e )

f i g h t  f o r  m any m o n t h s ,  b u t  o n c e  we s t a r t e d  
we n e v e r  g o t  a r e s t  u n t i l  i t  was o v e r .  We 
h a d  a b u n c h  of  g r e a t  g u y s ,  mos t ly  f rom 
T e x a s  a n d  O k la h o m a ,  who k n e w  w h a t  t h e y  
h a d  to d o .  We s p e n t  most  of  o u r  t ime wi th  
t h e  12th Army G r o u p  -  mo s t l y  F i r s t  A r m y . "

Haro ld  C.  A y r e s ,  D . V . M . ,  2nd  I n f a n t r y  
D iv is io n ,  P h o e n i x v i l l e , PA te l l s  u s  he  is  
j u s t  w i n d i n g  u p  36 y e a r s  of  a d e l i g h t f u l  
v e t e r i n a r y  p r a c t i c e  in t h e  Val ley F o r g e  
a r e a .  "T w o  t r i p s  b a c k  to  t h e  BOB a r e a ,  
in 1974 a n d  1984, a n d  h o p e  to make  i t  b a c k  
in 1994."_________________________________________

T r a c y  McGraw,  Hq.  C o . ,  9 th  A . I . B . ,  6th  
A rm d .  Div.  a s k s  t h e  fo l lowing  b u d d i e s  to 
c o n t a c t  him a t  R . R . l ,  Box 79,  A lm y ra ,  AR:  
T / S g t  C h a r l e s  D u f f y ,  K in k y  A d a m s ,  C a r l  
B u n k e r  a n d  J o h n  D e t r i c h .

L a w r e n c e  R.  M y e r s ,  Co.  C,  317th I n f ,  80 th  
Div ,  a s k s  f o r  a n y  in fo  on h is  b u d d y ,
G e o r g e  She i la  o f  Wisconsin ,  to c o n t a c t  him 
a t  15174 A rn o ld  R d . ,  D al to n ,  OH 44618.

Domenick  P .  DiMar ino,  629th T a n k  D e s t r o y ­
e r  B n ,  F i r s t  U . S .  A r m y ,  is i n t e r e s t e d  in 
h e a r i n g  a n y t h i n g  of  h i s  f o r m e r  u n i t .
Wri te him a t  61 G r o v e  A v e . ,  D e v o n ,  PA 
19333.

J o h n  V. C a r r i g a n ,  Co.  A, 19th T a n k  B n . ,  
9th A rm d .  Div.  is  lo o k in g  f o r  o t h e r  f o r m e r  
m e m b e r s  of  t h e  19th T a n k  B n .  Wri te him a t  
1227 Glen m ea de  D r . ,  M ar y la n d  H e i g h t s ,
MO 63043.

Mel K u t c h e r a ,  3d S q d . ,  2nd  P l a t o o n ,  Co.  A, 
110th I n f . ,  28 th  Div .  would  l ike  to h e a r  
f rom h is  b u d d i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  Lt .  Ac ebo l ,  S g t  
H a y e s ,  Miller ,  A d a m s ,  R o s e ,  R o e s s l e r ,  R ic e ,  
P a t r i c k  a n d  P o w e r s .  Write to Mel a t  709 
Y ork  S t . ,  Manitowoc ,  W1 54220.

‘T h is  IS undoubtedly the greatest American  
battle of the war and will, 1 believe , be 
regarded as an ever-famous American  
victory,"

Sir Vf'inston Churchill 
addressing  the H ouse o f C om m ons  

following the Battle o f  the Bulge



F r e d  F e l d e r ’s  B o o k

FOOT SOLDIER
EUROPE 1944-45

N ow  available in pocket book size. A  true account 
of a 2nd D ivision  Veteran, with emphasis on ''The 
B attle  o f  the Bulge.  ”

S e n d  y o u r  c h e c k  o r  m one y  o r d e r  f o r  $10 p e r  c o p y  to t h e  
a u t h o r ,  a VBOB m e m b e r ,  a t  Box 38,  O r a n g e b u r g ,  S ou th  
C a r o l i n a  29116 i n c l u d i n g  y o u r  name a n d  mail ing a d d r e s s .

«TOP
K I C K »
TOPICS

E v e r  so o f t e n  t h e  01' S a r g e  h e a r s  a d i s ­
c u s s i o n  b e t w e e n  an  A r m o r e d  I n f a n t r y m a n  
a n d  a r e g u l a r  d o u g h f o o t .  Each  t r y  to 
c o n v i n c e  t h e  o t h e r  t h a t  t h e y  ha d  it  th e  
r o u g h e s t .  Weil, h a v i n g  p u t  t ime in bo th  
A rm o re d  a n d  I n f a n t r y  d i v i s i o n s ,  I be l ie ve  
I c an  s p e a k  with  some a u t h o r i t y .  01' S a r g  
was o r i g i n a l l y  in a r e g u l a r  g r a v e l - p o u n d e r  

o u t f i t ,  b u t  was t r a n s f e r r e d  to an  A rm o re d  I n f a n t r y  o u t f i t .

Both  o u t f i t s  ha d  t h e i r  d r a w b a c k s .  F o r  i n s t a n c e .  Armored  
I n f a n t r y  d id  t a k e  a lot of  g r o u n d  in h a l f t r a c k s ,  i t  was not  
u n u s u a l  t h a t  t h e y  ha d  e n e m y  on two o r  t h r e e  s i d e s  un t i l  t h e y  
made  c o n t a c t  with o t h e r  A rm ored  u n i t s .  T h i s  was ca l led a 
p i n c e r  m o v e m e n t .  T h a t  was on e  of  t h e  l e s s  p l e a s a n t  p a r t s  of 
b e i n g  A r m o r e d .

What made  i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e  s t r a i g h t  I n f a n t r y  was t h a t  th ey  
ha d  to c lean  o u t  t h e  p o c k e t s  c a u s e d  b y  t h e  p i n c e r  m a n e u v e r .

Many a d o u g h f o o t  t h o u g h t  t h a t  .Armored p e o p le  le f t  too much 
c l e a n i n g  u p  to t h e m ,  b u t  you  m u s t  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  t h e  en em y 
was  t r y i n g  to b u s t  o u t  of  t h e  p o c k e t  whi le  t h e  c l e a n i n g - u p  
o p e r a t i o n  was g o i n g  o n .

So ,  you  s e e ,  n e i t h e r  h a d  it  a n y  b e t t e r  t h a n  t h e  o t h e r .  
W h e r e v e r  t h e  I n f a n t r y  go t  t h e  name " Q u e e n  of  Ba t t l e "  I'll 
n e v e r  f i g u r e  o u t .  T h e r e  w e r e  no q u e e n s  in my o u t f i t  t h a t  I 
know of!

"Some 2 . 8  million World War II v e t e r a n s  who k e p t  t h e i r  N a t ­
iona l  S e r v i c e  Life I n s u r a n c e  (N S L I )  in f o r c e  will r e c e i v e  an 
a v e r a g e  $285 d i v i d e n d .  T h e  to ta l  d i v i d e n d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  on 
t h e s e  po l ic ies  is $784.8 mi l l ion ."

T h i s  i s  w h a t  t h e  "OLD SARG" was r e f e r r i n g  to in th e  las t  
e d i t io n  of  THE BULGE B U G L E . T h e  k e y  w o r d s  a r e  "WWII 
v e t e r a n s  who k e p t  t h e i r  NSLI in f o r c e . "  If  you  d r o p p e d  
o r  c o n v e r t e d  y o u r  NSLI you  a r e  no t  e l i g ib le  f o r  t h i s  d i v i ­
d e n d  .

Q -  I am a mi l i t a ry  r e ­
t i r e e .  1 h a v e  b e e n  n o t i ­
f ied  t h a t  my CHAMPUS 
c o v e r a g e  e n d s  when  I am 
65.  Is t h i s  t r u e ?

A -  CHAMFUS o r  CHAM- 
PVA c o v e r a g e  e n d s  when  
a r e c i p i e n t  b ecom es  e n ­
t i t l e d  to Medic are  c o v e r ­
a g e .

Q -  Where  may I ob ta in  
in fo rm a t i o n  a b o u t  a r e l a ­
t i v e  b u r i e d  in an  Amer i ­
can  mi l i t a r y  c e m e t e r y  
o v e r s e a s ?

A -  I n fo rm a t i o n  c o n c e r n ­
ing  Amer ican  mi l i t a ry  
b u r i e d  o v e r s e a s  may be 
o b t a i n e d  b y  w r i t i n g  to:  
Amer ican  B a t t le  Monu­
m en ts  Commiss ion ,  Room 
5127, P u l a s k i ,  B I d g . ,  20 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  A v e . ,  NW, 
W a s h i n g t o n ,  DC 20314.

Q -  My h u s b a n d  d ied 
f rom a s e r v i c e - c o n n e c t e d  
d i s a b i l i t y  a n d  I h a v e  not  
r e m a r r i e d .  It  i s  p o s s i b l e  
f o r  me to o b t a i n  a VA 
g u a r a n t y  on a home loan?

A -  You would q u a l i f y  
f o r  a c e r t i f i c a t e  of  e l i g i b ­
i l i ty  to o b t a i n  a VA g u a r ­
a n t y  on a home loan .  
E l ig ib i l i ty  f o r  t h e  a c t u a l  
loan would be  d e t e r m i n e d  
b y  t h e  l e n d e r .



From Tlm*-LI<* B«oks
The b od y  of an Am erican soldier killed during th e  Battle of the  Bulge is carried in from a 
sn o w y  A rd en n es  field by Germ an prisoners. The s ix-w eek  battle claim ed m ore  than
180,000 casualties.

The epic Battle o f the Bulge: 
brutal cold overshadowed all else
By MARTIN R. D R U M M O N D  
Sun staff writer

For A.Z. Adkins and W.T. Jackson, the passage of
40 years has numbed the m em ories of gunfire, 
scream s of pain and the barking of orders from  
com m anding officers.

But if you ask them to re­
call their parts in the World 
War II battle over the Ar­
d e n n e s  F o r e s t  — b e t te r  
known as The Battle of The 
Bulge — the impression that 
rem ains clear in their minds 
was the oppressive, morale- 
sapping cold.

The sub-zero tem peratures 
had incapacitated men and 
m achine alike. Food and A dkins  
drink were frozen, as was the Belgian soil in which  
protective foxholes w ere to be dug.

Shivering was interspersed with shelling. Sleep  
was rare, while bloodshed was ram pant

For almost two weeks after the battle’s start on

Dec. 16, 1944, a last-gasp effort of the German 
Army had kept thousands of American soldiers 
reeling under intensive infantry and armored 
assault. Talk of being home for Christmas was 
dashed in the chaos of retreat and the struggle for 
survival.

A 50-mile thrust into the Allied battle line had 
b een  m a d e , c a tc h in g  th e  A llie d  com m an d  
com pletely off guard. As the German push bent the 
Allied line inward, it appeared as a giant bulge on 
the battle maps in command headquarters and 
thus the name of the battle was born.

Many authors have written of the intelligence 
blundering that allowed the debacle to occur and 
how it was finally reversed, not by a general sitting 
in a warm office but by brave soldiers with freez­
ing toes and smoking rifles.

In the major schem e of things, Adkins and 
Jackson were but small bit players. While Gen. 
Dwight Eisenhower and his staff calculated how to

See 40 YE AR S LATER on page  10
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respond to the 120.000-man enemy 
assault, “they weren’t thinking about 
old Andy Adkins of Gainesville, Fla,” 
the local attorney said.

He and Jackson each had a part, 
albeit a coid one.

At 22, W.T. Jackson was a Florida 
boy ready to kill Germans in defend­
ing the cause of freedom. Basic train­
ing at Camp Blanding and later 
infantry training had prepared him in 
the skills of warfare and survival, 
such as digging foxholes and coping 
with the fear of death.

Private First Class Jackson was not

**For a boy that was born in 
Florida, that had never seen 
snow before, twenty below 
(zero) was pretty tough to 
take,** recalls A.Z. Adkins.

prepared, however, for the bone- 
chilling cold that demoralized thou­
sands. “You could spit on the ground 
and it would bounce up as a piece of 
ice,” Jackson said from his home in 
Starke.

Squad leaders had told their sol­
d ie r s  to d ig  fo x h c le s  in th e  
Luxembourg countryside but the men 
were finding the task was as hard as 
the ground they were chipping at. “If 
you dug down an inch, it would freeze 
an inch below that,” Jackson said.

The temperature som etim es hit 20 
degrees below zero.

Jackson was In Europe as a re­
placement to be moved into a unit de­
pleted by casualties. He landed In 
Europe in early Decem ber and even  
after the German offensive began, he 
had still not been involved in heavy 
fighting.

In fact, unUl after Christmas Day, 
the toughest battle he faced other 
than the cold was a 36-hour bout with 
diarrhea. He wasn’t alone.

“I saw a thousand men with the 
GI’s at one time.”

Jackson thinks the illness was due 
to the well-intentioned idea of Army

leaders to feed turkey dinners to their 
troops on Dec. 25. The problem was 
that the turkey had been frozen, 
thawed and frozen again, Jackson 
said.

After the 36-hour intestinal disas­
ter, he concluded that you don’t re­
freeze poultry.

“Things like that break your mo­
rale before you get to the battlelines.”

But the time cam e to head for bat­
tle and Jackson joined others in a 36- 
hour train ride to an area near 
Hosingen, Luxembourg. German sol­
diers holed up near the town had to 
be overcome and it was up to units in 
Jackson’s 80th Infantry Division to 
root them out.

After the train ride, “we walked all 
night long and tried to dig in on high 
ground,” Jackson said. In addition, 
the nemesis of previous days — fog — 
continued to hinder the soldiers’ 
search and destroy efforts. The 
blanket of fog also kept the Allies’ 
support airplanes grounded.

When the soldiers were ordered to 
advance toward the town, they 
moved up another 20 or so yards 
amid sporadic gunfire and dug in 
again as best they could. Again, a 
le a d e r ’s w e ll-in ten tio n e d  e ffo r t  
caused problems for his men, but this 
time it had deadly consequences.

Eight to 10 Sherman tanks pulled 
alongside the foxholes, either to offer 
protection or to consolidate firepow­
er, Jackson surmised.

Another advance was ordered. 
“When we startea to move, the 
Germans opened up with everything 
they had. Us being around the tanks 
drew a lot of fire from the 88’s,” 
Jackson said. The German 88-mm 
cannon was among the Axis’ most ef­
fective weapons and Jackson was 
witnessing another demonstration of 
that fact.

T h ou gh  u n su re  how  m an y  
casualties the guns claimed, he knew 
that the toll was heavy. “Man, they’d 
drop them (shells) in your hind pock­
et if you’d hold it open.”

Jackson never opened his hind 
pocket but an enem y shell paid him a 
visit, anyway. The result was a shat­
tered left arm, loss of much blood and 
eventual erosion into shock.

It was depressing, all right, but oth­
ers had been hurt worse. Many had 
died.

10

The injured soldiers were not in 
com plete despair, however. “The 
Red Cross had some pretty girls who 
would drive trucks right up to the 
front lines. It was a good morale 
booster,” Jackson said.

□ □ □
Adkins was a combat veteran by 

th e  t im e  H it le r ’s d a r in g  
counterattack was launched. As a 23- 
year-old lieutenant, he had already 
been injured twice since landing in 
France in June. He had seen his share 
of death during his six months in the 
war.

It was the cold he was not used to.
“For a boy that was born in Florida, 

that had never seen snow before, 
twenty below (zero) was pretty tough 
to t a k e ,” sa id  A d k in s, now  o f  
Gainesville.

“There was no way on God’s green 
earth you could stay warm ... Our wa- 
te r -c o c le d  m a ch in e  guns w ould  
freeze and we had to put antifreeze in 
them.

“We couldn’t drink from our can­
teens because the water was frozen,” 
he said. The cold was so intense that 
once, upon stretching out on the ice- 
covered ground to rest, his coat froze 
to the surface and he could not get up 
until a buddy soldier cam e along to 
help.

The German Army was fighting in 
desperation and had caught the 
Americans by surprise, but the thing 
most on the mind of Adkins during 
the late Decem ber battle was the 
weather. He labeled it as the “single 
biggest problem the combat infantry 
had in the Ardennes.”

Morale was low, food was cold, and 
feet were freezing. The problem be­
cam e so pervasive that commanding 
officers ordered soldiers to take turns 
rubbing each others’ feet to prevent 
frostbite.

With thousands of soldiers occupy­
ing foxholes in open fields, there was 
a pressing need for blankets to give to 
the soldiers. Adkins said the leaders 
dictated that only one blanket would 
go to each two-man foxhole, though.

“If you gave them two, they’d both 
go to sleep .”

In line with Jackson’s recollection, 
A d k in s sa id  th at d ia r r h e a  had  
plagued the troops, worsening the mo­
rale problem. “If you can visualize a 
(C o n t 'd .  on  P a g e  11)
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guy that’s got diarrhea and has got a 
gun trigger he can’t squeeze and also 
has to dig a hole in the ground. Man, it 
was just terrible.”

On New Year’s Eve, the order 
came for Adkins’s battalion to take a 
town occupied by Germans. He 
couldn’t remember the name of the 
town, but he will never forget the re­
sult of the effort.

Under darkness of night, the four 
companies of soldiers moved within a 
half-mile of the town. Included in the 
units were som e soldiers who had just 
joined the force that night.

“Some of those kids were dead be­
fore the next morning.”

Adkins was part of a forward obser­
vation unit that was not fired upon 
when entering the range of German 
guns. “They were doing what we of­
ten did. That is, let a small number of 
forward units pass and then when the 
larger force follows, open up on 
them.”

When the shooting started, “it was
^ I » « ♦rt V« ̂  **

CAIA C i U . 3 U i U k « ^

Small arms, cannon and land mines 
were claiming victims all around 
Adkins. The battalion commander 
was killed, his company commander 
severely wounded and the total casu­
alty figure for the next 24 hours 
reached into the hundreds.

Adkins took over as company com­
mander and eventually directed a

Morale was low, food was 
cold, and feet were 
freezing. Commanding 
officers even ordered 
soldiers to take turns 
rubbing each others* feet to 
prevent frostbite.

pull-out of the battalion when some 
replacements finally arrived.

The many lives lost was a sad fact 
of war. Ironically, Adkins said, the 
town was later taken without a shot 
by American troops.

“You lick your wounds and you

keep on going,” he said of war and 
death.

No epic battle is complete without 
a brilliantly conceived battle plan or 
some heroic action on the part of the 
soldiers. If the Battle of the Bulge is 
undistinguished on the tactical side, it 
was not lacking in heroics. The fight 
captured the imagination of the 
American people and etched itself in 
history largely on the strength of one 
four-letter word.

The word, a mild oath, was uttered 
by Brig. Gen. Anthony C. McAuliffe of 
the U.S. lOIst Airborne Division 
which was surrounded in the town of 
Bastogne. “Nuts.” was McAuliffe’s re­
ply to a German demand that he sur­
render his troops.

When the fog finally lifted Allied 
planes returned to the skies over the 
Bulge and by January the Germans 
were beaten back. Four months later 
the German high command capitulat­
ed and the V-E Day celebration began 
on May 8.

Ar t ic le  f rom G ain esv i l le  S u n .  
E d i t o r ' s  n o t e :  A .Z .  w r i t e s  
t h a t  W .T .  J a c k s o n  was a 
riflcrTiar! in t h e  318th Inf .  
U e g t . ,  80th  D i v . a n d  t h a t  
A . Z .  was  with Co.  H, 31Yth 
I n f .  R e g t . ,  80 th Div .  F u r ­
t h e r ,  t h e  o r d e r  to a t t a c k  
was  no t  on New Y e a r ' s  Eve ,  
b u t  on 20 J a n u a r y  1945.
His u n i t  moved o ut  to  a t t a c k  
a t  0300,  S u n d a y ,  21 J a n u ­
a r y .  A . Z .  d o e s  r e m e m b e r  
t h e  name of t h e  town t h e y  
w ere  to a t t a c k  - -  B u r s c h i e d .

be  s p e n t  a t  a "Day a t  F or t  
T h is  will i n c l u d e  a v i s i t  to 
e l u d i n g  t h e  Ba t t l e  of  t h e  Bulge  
fol lowed b y  a c h a m p a g n e  b r u n c h  
In t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  t h e  Color  G u a r d  will 
a n d  a c o n c e r t  by  t h e  F i r s t  U . S .  Army 
h o u r  a t  t h e  h o t e l ' s  Atr ium L o u n g e  will

PLANS ARE IN THE MAKING 
FOR VBOB GENERAL MEM­
BERSHIP MEETING NOVEM- 
BER 6 , 7 a n d  8 , 1986________

To whet  y o u r  a p p e t i t e ,  
t h e  fol lowing a r e  p l a n s  fo r  
t h e  n e x t  G en e ra l  Me m be rsh ip  
Mee t ing ,  S h e r a t o n  Hotel  in 
Ar l in g to n  ( C r y s t a l  C i ty )  VA. 
Spec i f ic  i t ems on t h e  p r o ­
g ram will be  p u b l i s h e d  in a 
l a t e r  ed i t i on  of o u r  n e w s ­
l e t t e r  .

T h u r s d a y ,  N o v e m b e r  6 : 
R e g i s t r a t i o n  a n d  in fo rm at i on  
loca ted  in th e  At r ium Lou ng e  
fol lowed b y  a p h o to  d i s p l a y  
of 1986 VBOB e v e n t s  a n d  a 
mi l i t a ry  bo ok s  d i s p la y  an d  
o p p o r t u n i t y  to meet t h e  
a u t h o r s .  Two movies a r e  
p l a n n e d  f o r  6 p . m .  fol lowed 
b y  a social  g a t h e r i n g  with 
b a c k g r o u n d  music  of t h e  
'40s.

F r i d a y ,  N ove m be r  7: In 
t h e  m o rn in g  we p lan  to 
b o a r d  b u s s e s  f o r  A r l i n g to n  
Nat iona l  C e m e te ry  to o b ­
s e r v e  t h e  C h a n g i n g  of  tiie 
G u a r d  a n d  to lay a memorial  
w r e a t h  a t  t h e  Tomb of  th e  
Unknown  S o ld i e r .  A b u s i ­
n e s s  m ee t in g  will follow at  
t h e  ho t e l ,  t h e n  l u n c h ,  a n d  
more  b u s i n e s s .  In t h e  e v e ­
n i n g ,  t h o s e  who wish may 
a t t e n d  t h e  Westend D i n n e r  
T h e a t e r ' s  p r o d u c t i o n  of 
" B r i g a d o o n ."

S a t u r d a y ,  N o v em b er  8 :
T h e  major i ty  of t h e  d a y  will 

G e o r g e  G. Meade,  M a r y l a n d . "  
t h e  U . S .  Army Museum i n -  

G a l l e ry .  Th is  will be 
at  t h e  O f f ic e rs '  C lu b .

i n t r o d u c e  comments  
B a n d .  A social
lead in to  a b a n q u e t  

a n d  a p r o g r a m  with a s p e a k e r  a n d  e n t e r t a i n m e n t .  Th e  
e v e n i n g  will e n d  with a G r a n d  F i na le ,  " J u k e  Box S a t u r d a y  
N i g h t , "  with d a n c i n g  a n d  v i s i t i n g .  . . . E d .

General Membership Meeting
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Veterans 
Administration

Honor ab le  a n d  g e n e r a l  d i s ­
c h a r g e s  q u a l i f y  v e t e r a n s  fo r  
b e n e f i t s .

A 6 5 - y e a r - o l d  v e t e r a n  do es  
not  au to ma t ic a l ly  q u a l i f y  f o r  
a n o n s e r v i c e - c o n n e c t e d  p e n ­
s io n .  He mu s t  meet  c e r t a i n  
mi l i t a ry  d i s c h a r g e  a n d  l e n g t h  
of s e r v i c e  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  In 
a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  v e t e r a n ' s  i n ­
come c a n n o t  e x c e e d  c e r t a i n  
l i mi ta t ions .  At t h e  p r e s e n t  
t ime t h e  a n n u a l  income limi­
ta t ion  is $5,886 f o r  a v e t e r a n  
wi th ou t  d e p e n d e n t s  a n d  
$7,710 f o r  a v e t e r a n  with a 
d e p e n d e n t .  T h e  limit i n ­
c r e a s e s  b y  $999 f o r  each  a d ­
d i t i ona l  d e p e n d e n t .
V e t e r a n s  may c o n t a c t  t h e  
n e a r e s t  VA re g i o n a l  o f f ice ,  a 
s e r v i c e  o f f i c e r  o r  one  of  t h e  
v e t e r a n s '  s e r v i c e  o r g a n i z a t -  
•ions,  o r  a s t a t e  o r  c o u n t y  
v e t e r a n s '  of f ice to ob ta in  t h e  
forms  n e c e s s a r y  to in i t i a t e  a 
claim f o r  VA c o m p e n s a t i o n  o r  
pe n s io n  b e n e f i t s .  Any of 
t h e s e  s o u r c e s  can  p r o v i d e  
in format ion  a b o u t  b e n e f i t  
p r o g r a m s  a n d  a s s i s t  in com­
p le t i n g  a p p l ic a t io n  fo rm s .

V e t e r a n s  can r e c e i v e  b o th  a 
VA pen s i o n  a n d  social  s e c u r ­
i ty  a t  t h e  same time p r o v i d e d  
t h e i r  social  s e c u r i t y  p a y m e n t s  
do not  p u t  them o v e r  t h e  a p ­
p l icable  income l imit.

S e r v i c e - c o n n e c t e d  d i sa b le d  
v e t e r a n s  mus t  be  r a t e d  
t h i r t y  p e r c e n t  o r  more in 
o r d e r  to claim add i t io n a l  
com pe ns a t io n  f o r  a wife,  
chi ld  o r  p a r e n t .

A 3.1 p e r c e n t  c o s t - o f - l i v i n g  
i n c r e a s e  in VA com pensa t io n  
b e n e f i t s  f o r  s e r v i c e - c o n n e c -  
ted  d i sa b i l i t i es  will be  r e ­
f lec t ed  in c h e c k s  i s s u e d  on 
March 1. The  r a t e  b o o s t ,  
e f fe c t i v e  Dec.  1, 1985, was

s i g n e d  i n t o  law b y  P r e s i d e n t  
R e a g a n  on J a n u a r y  13.

More t h a n  ha l f  o f  t h e  142,227 
American s e r v i c e m e n  a n d  wo­
men who w e r e  he ld  c a p t i v e  
b y  en em y  f o r c e s  d u r i n g  f o u r  
p e r i o d s  of  conf l ic t  d a t i n g  to 
1917 a r e  a l ive  t o d a y .  T h e  VA 
ha s  made spec i a l  o u t r e a c h  e f ­
f o r t s  to e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  more  
t h a n  83 ,000 f o r m e r  p r i s o n e r s  
of  w a r  a r e  fu l ly  in f o r m e d  of  
t h e i r  b e n e f i t s .  An e s t i m a te d
79,000 of  t h e s e  v e t e r a n s  a r e  
o v e r  65. L e g is la t i v e  c h a n g e s  
in 1981 a n d  1984 e a s e d  c r i t e r i a  
f o r  f o r m e r  POWs to e s t a b l i s h  
s e r v i c e  c o n n e c t i o n  f o r  c e r ­
ta in  d i s a b i l i t i e s .  V e t e r a n s  
who w ere  i n t e r n e d  30 d a y s  
o r  more can  h a v e  d i s a b i l i t i e s  
p r e s u m e d  to  be  s e r v i c e - c o n -  
n e c t e d  f rom c e r t a i n  d i s e a s e s .  
While t h e  law r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  
mil i t a ry  medical  r e c o r d s  do 
not  c o v e r  p e r i o d s  of  i n c a r ­
c e r a t i o n ,  t h e r e  m u s t  be  some 
medical  e v i d e n c e  r e l a t i n g  t h e  
c u r r e n t  co n d i t io n  to t h e  p e r ­
iod of mi l i t a ry  s e r v i c e .  
T r e a t m e n t  i s  a v a i l a b le  a t  
VA's 172 medical  c e n t e r s  a n d  
226 o u t p a t i e n t  c l in ics  n a t ­
ion w id e .  T r e a t m e n t  in n o n -  
VA fac i l i t i es  a t  G o v e r n m e n t  
e x p e n s e  i s  not  a u t h o r i z e d  u n ­
le ss  t h e  v e t e r a n  h a s  r e c e i v e d  
p r i o r  a p p r o v a l  f rom t h e  VA. 
C om pens a t ion  r a t e s  f o r  s e r -  
v i c e - c o n n e c t e d  d is a b i l i t i e s  
we re  i n c r e a s e d  e f f e c t i v e  Dec.  
1, 1985. T h e  3.1 p e r c e n t  
c o s t - o f - l i v i n g  r a t e  a d j u s t ­
ment  i n c r e a s e d  m o n th ly  p a y ­
me nt s  to $1,335 f o r  a v e t e r a n  
with a d i s a b i l i t y  r a t e d  a t  100 
p e r c e n t .  T h e  50 p e r c e n t  
r a t e  was i n c r e a s e d  to $388. 
V e t e r a n s  r a t e d  a t  10 p e r c e n t  
now r e c e i v e  $68 monthly.  
V e t e r a n s  r a t e d  at  30 p e r c e n t  
o r  more  q u a l i f y  f o r  a d e p e n d ­
e n c y  a l l ow anc e .  D e p e n d e n t s  
of  v e t e r a n s  r a t e d  100 p e r c e n t  
may q u a l i f y  f o r  e d u c a t i o n a l  
a s s i s t a n c e .  Widows of  v e t ­
e r a n s  r a t e d  100 p e r c e n t  f o r  
10 y e a r s  p r i o r  to d e a t h  a r e
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e l ig ib le  f o r  d e p e n d e n c y  a n d  
in d e m n i t y  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  as  
a r e  widows of  v e t e r a n s  
wh os e  d e a t h s  a r e  s e r v i c e -  
c o n n e c t e d .  Amount  of  p a y ­
ment i s  b a s e d  on t h e  v e t ­
e r a n ' s  h i g h e s t  mi l i t a ry  
g r a d e .  C o m p e n s a t i o n  e n ­
t i t l e m e n t s  a p p l y  to  all s e r ­
v i c e - c o n n e c t e d  d i s a b l e d  
v e t e r a n s  a n d  not  j u s t  f o r ­
mer  POWs. VA fac i l i t i es  
h a v e  d e s i g n a t e d  em p lo y e e s  
to  c o o r d i n a t e  b e n e f i t s  a n d  
s e r v i c e s  f o r  f o r m e r  POWs. 
A d d i t io n a l l y ,  a n a t io n a l  h o t ­
l ine i s  ava i l a b le  24 h o u r s  a 
d a y  to a n s w e r  q u e s t i o n s  f o r  
f o r m e r  POWs. T h e  t o l l - f r e e  
ho t  l ine  n u m b e r  i s  (800)  
821-8139._______________________

A 6 7 - y e a r - o l d  v e t e r a n  with 
l imited income h a s  a p p l i e d  
f o r  a n o n s e r v i c e - c o n n e c t e d  
p e n s i o n .  He d o e s  not  h a v e  
to p r o v e  to t h e  VA t h a t  he  
is d i s a b l e d .  P e r m a n e n t  a n d  
to ta l  d i s a b i l i t y  f o r  p e n s i o n  
p u r p o s e s  is  p r e s u m e d  a t  
a g e  65.  _______

"'Able Fox Five to Able Fox. I tjot a iargei httt tja gotta be 
patient/’



Bridges and the  Bulge
( B a s e d  on an  a r t i c l e  b y  V B O B 's  P e t e r  F.  
Les l ie ,  C h a n g e w a t e r ,  N J ) .

Combat  E n g i n e e r s  made a f in e  r e c o r d  in t h e  
A r d e n n e s .  L i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  h a s  b e e n  pa id  
to t h e  r e c o r d  of  t h e  s u p p o r t  t r o o p s  a t t a c h e d  
to C o r p s  a n d  A rm y.  One  of  t h e s e  u n i t s  was 
t h e  511th E n g i n e e r  L ig ht  P o n to n  C o m p a n y ,  
a t t a c h e d  to  t h e  1102d E n g i n e e r  Combat  G ro u p  
of  Vll I  C o r p s .  By t h e  t ime t h e  c o m p a n y  
l a n d e d  in N o r m a n d y  on 10 J u l y  1944 it  had  
lost  i t s  p o n t o n  b r i d g e  a n d  becam e  a tw o -  
p la to on  Bai ley  B r i d g e  c o m p a n y  wi th a t h i r d  
a s s a u l t  p la to on  e q u i p p e d  wi th f o o t b r i d g e  a n d  
a s s a u l t  b o a t s  a n d  m o to r s .

A f t e r  s u p p l y i n g  a n d  c o n s t r u c t i n g  b r i d g e s  in 
N o r m a n d y  u n d e r  c o n s t a n t  f i r e  while s u p p o r t ­
i n g  t h e  b r e a k t h r o u g h  b r i d g e  a t  A v r a n c h e s ,  
t h e  c o m p a n y  moved to  B r e s t  on t h e  B r i t t a n y  
P e n i n s u l a  to  s t a g e  an  a s s a u l t  on t h e  p o r t ,  
t h e n  on to R e d a n g e  in L u x e m b o u r g .  On 16 
D e c e m b e r  t h e  c o m p a n y  ha d  a good  p a r t  of  i t s  
men a n d  e q u i p m e n t  s c a t t e r e d  u p  a n d  down 
t h e  Vl l i  C o r p s  f r o n t .  T h e  u n i t  was  u s e d  
to o p e r a t i n g  in small  t e am s  a n d  r e a s s e m b l e d  
in l e s s  t h a n  two d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  u s u a l  Bu lge  
e x p e r i e n c e s  a n d  wi th no loss  of  e q u i p m e n t  
o r  p e r s o n n e l .  At th i s  p o in t  t h e  1102d G r o u p  
was  r e c o n s L i i u t e u  a s  an  I n f a n t r y  Division  
u n d e r  t h e  command of G e n .  VVhitelaw of  t h e  
17th A i r b o r n e  Divis ion which  h a d  not  fu l ly  
a r r i v e d  f rom CONUS.

T h e s e  p l a n s  h a d  b e e n  made  in a d v a n c e  as  
t h e  a f t e r - a c t i o n  r e p o r t s  s h o w ,  a d d i n g  f u r ­
t h e r  c o n t r o v e r s y  to "What d id  t h e y  know  
a n d  wh en d id  t h e y  know i t? "  P a r t  o f  t h e  
c o m p a n y  was de ta i l e d  a s  I n f a n t r y ,  s e t t i n g  
u p  r o a d b l o c k s  in t h e  M a r t e l a n g e  a r e a  f rom
18 D e c e m b e r  un t i l  r e l i e v e d  b y  t h e  F o u r t h  
A rm o re d  Div is ion  on 22 D e c e m b e r .  A f t e r  
r e g r o u p i n g  f o r  t h r e e  d a y s ,  t h e  c o m p a n y  r e ­
v e r t e d  to i t s  p r i m a r y  t a s k  a n d  imme dia te ly  
took  p a r t  in p a t r o l l i n g  t h e  Meuse to p r e v e n t  
e n e m y  i n f i l t r a t i o n .

With t h e  r e s u m p t i o n  of  t h e  T h i r d  A r m y 's  o f ­
f e n s i v e  t h e  u n i t  s u p p l i e d  a n d  c o n s t r u c t e d  
n u m e r o u s  Bailey B r i d g e s  a n d  c o n d u c t e d  s e v ­
e r a l  a s s a u l t  c r o s s i n g s  of  t h e  O u r  a n d  o t h e r  
s t r e a m s  on t h e  L u x e m b o u r g - G e r m a n  b o r d e r .

T h e  u n i t  f i n i s h e d  t h e  w a r  a c c o m p a n y i n g  
mos t ly  t h e  F o u r t h  A rm ored  u n t i l  P i l s e n ,  
C z e c h o s l o v a k i a .

A f t e r  a w a r d  of  f i ve  b a t t l e  s t a r s ,  on e  Cro i x  
de  G u e r r e ,  t h r e e  S i l v e r  S t a r s ,  41 B r o n z e
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S t a r s  a n d  n u m e r o u s  P u r p l e  H e a r t s ,  t h e  un i t  
s u f f e r e d  o n ly  on e  f a ta l i t y .  A f te r  40-some 
y e a r s  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  r e c o r d  h a s  become 
a p p a r e n t .  By t h e  time t h e  war  e n d e d  t h e  
u n i t  ha d  e x i s t e d  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s .  It  had  
c o n d u c t e d  i t s  own b as i c  t r a i n i n g ,  it had 
n e v e r  u n d e r g o n e  c a d r e  d r a i n ,  i t  ha d  s ix 
m o n th s  of  o v e r s e a s  t r a i n i n g ,  a n d  it had  
t h e  same o f f i c e r s  a n d  men t h r o u g h o u t  i t s  
e x i s t e n c e .

T h e  u n i t  was d e s i g n e d  to o p e r a t e  in at  
l e a s t  two t r u c k s  with f o u r  men;  T 5 ' s  s u p ­
e r v i s i n g  an  a s s a u l t  c r o s s i n g  was no t  u n c o m ­
mon. T h e  u ni t  was s u p e r b l y  t r a i n e d  a n d  
led which  r e s u l t e d  in a v e r y  low r a t e  of 
c a s u a l t i e s .  T h e r e  is a l e sson  h e r e  t h a t  
c om m and in g  o f f i c e r s  in t o d a y ' s  f o r c e s  s h o u ld  
no t  i g n o r e .

T h e  511th c o n t i n u e s  i t s  u n i q u e  r e c o r d  to 
t h i s  d a y .  It is  p r o b a b l y  th e  h o l d e r  of more 
m e m b e r s h i p s  in VBOB t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  uni t  
i n v o l v e d  in t h e  A r d e n n e s .  It ho ld s  two 
r e u n i o n s  a y e a r  a n d  f i f t e e n  p e r c e n t  of  the  
o r i g i n a l  c o m pany  is e x p e c t e d  to a t t e n d .  It 
m a in ta in s  an a c t i v e  mail ing l ist  of some 50% 
of t h e  o r ig in a l  co m p an y  which is a d d e d  to 
y e a r  b y  y e a r .  It  m ain ta in s  an a c t i v e  His ­
tor ica l  Commit tee  which a t  th i s  w r i t i n g  is 
s e e k i n g  c o n t a c t  wi t h  t h e  1102d E n e r .  C.  Gp.  
t h e  3 5 t h ,  4 4 t h , a n d  159th Combat  E n g r . ,  
a n d  t h e  991st T r e a d w a y  B r i d g e  C o m p a n y .

It will be  well r e p r e s e n t e d  in t h e  Fall  t r i p  
to t h e  A r d e n n e s  l a t e r  t h i s  y e a r .

(S e e  "REUNIONS" column f o r  d e t a i l s ) .

Spud patrol
The spoils of war for the U.S. Third Army included a huge pile of 
captured potatoes left behind by the retreating Nazis northeast of 
Nancy, in France. Likely less than thrilled by this particular con­
quest were these members of a KP detail from Headquarters Com­
pany, 134th Infantry.
MILITARY, March 1986 —U.S, A rm y  S ig n a l  C orps pho to
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T he  March 1986 e d i ­
t ion of MILITARY 
c o n t a i n s  t h e s e  i n ­
t e r e s t i n g  n o te s  —

Shou ld  you  know a n y  people  who 
r a t t l e  on a b o u t  t h e  p r e s e n t  a d m i n ­
i s t r a t i o n  a n d  i t s  h ig h  mil i t a ry  s p e n d  
i n g ,  e t c . ,  po in t  ou t  t h e  fol lowing 
f a c t s :  The  d e f e n s e  o u t l a y  comes to 
26% of  t h e  f e d e r a l  b u d g e t .  In 1962, 
u n d e r  P r e s i d e n t  K e n n e d y ,  i t  was 46%.

T h e  Soviet  Union h a s  191 d i v i s i o n s .  T h e  
Uni ted  S t a t e s  h a s  16. Also,  t h e  USSR h a s  
23 million r e s e r v i s t s .  Of t h e i r  b a c k - u p  
f o r c e s ,  2 million w ere  a c t i v e  d u t y  wi th in 
t h e  p a s t  f i ve  y e a r s .

F r a n c e  h a s  a b o u t  1,000 (o b s o l e t e )  t a n k s .  
West G e rm any  r e p l a c e s  a b o u t  1,000 t a n k s  
with new g e n e r a t i o n  models e v e r y  y e a r .  
USSR u p g r a d e s  t h e i r  f o r c e  with 1,000 t a n k s  
e v e r y  f o u r  m o n t h s .

T h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  Navy now h a s  f e w e r  
s h i p s  t h a n  it  ha d  on 6 De cemb er  1941.

C u b a  h a s  a l a r g e r  a rm y  t h a n  C a n a d a .

A ny one  k n o w in g  t h e  w h e r e a b o u t s  of C a p t .  
Burw el l  B ayl o r  Wilkes IV is a s k e d  to c o n -  
<tact t h e  E d i t o r .  C a p t .  Wilkes was with t h e  
4th Armored  Division o v e r s e a s  in Dec.  o r  
J a n .  1944. He was f rom Mer id i an ,  Miss.

Why do we r e f e r  to t h e  "Tomb of  t h e  Un­
known So ld ie r"  when  t h e r e  a r e  more t h a n  
one  s o ld i e r  t h e r e ?  B e c a u s e  C o n g r e s s  has  
not c h a n g e d  t h e  name of t h e  tomb.

In o u r  F e b r u a r y  e d i t i o n ,  VBOB member  
A .Z .  A d k in s  w o n d e r e d  ju s t  how cold it 
rea l ly  was d u r i n g  t h e  A r d e n n e s  C a m p a ig n .  
In D r i v e . C h a r l e s  R.  Cod ma n,  G en e ra l  
P a t t o n ' s  a ide  d u r i n g  t h e  cam pa ig n ,  w r i t e s  
of 2 F e b .  1945 t h a t  in Sa in t  Vith a n d  
Houffa l ize  " p e r h a p s  t h e  s e n s e  of  d e s o l a ­
tion is h e i g h t e n e d  b y  t h e  i n t e n s e  co ld ,  t h e  
t e m p e r a t u r e  b e i n g  well below z e r o  -  o u r  
z e ro ,  not t h e  s i s s y  C e n t i g r a d e  v a r i e t y .
How th e  b o y s  up  in l ine ,  who h a v e  no 
warm p lace to come b a c k  to ,  t a k e  i t ,  d a y  
a f t e r  d a y  a n d  week a f t e r  w eek ,  is  b e y o n d  
my c o m p r e h e n s i o n . "

CHAPTER NEWS
H e r b  T o s c a n o ,  VBO B 's  N o r t h e a s t  D i r e c t o r ,  
Pu bl ic  R e l a t i o n s ,  p a s s e s  on  to o u r  m e m b e r ­
s h i p  a l e t t e r  of  Ap r i l  18th w h e r e i n  G e o r g e  
C.  Wor t ley ,  Member of  C o n g r e s s ,  27th 
D i s t r i c t ,  New Y o r k ,  w r i t e s  " D e a r  H e r b :  
T h a n k s  f o r  t h e  F e b r u a r y  i s s u e  o f  T h e  
B u lg e  B u g l e . I e n j o y e d  r e a d i n g  t h r o u g h  
i t .  I was  g l a d  to s e e  t h e  no te  l e t t i n g  VBOB 
m e m b e r s  know  t h a t  t h e  G . I .  i n s u r a n c e  d i v ­
i d e n d  r u m o r  i s  a s c a m .  E v e r y  so o f t e n  I 
r e c e i v e  a few l e t t e r s  f rom v e t e r a n s  i n q u i r ­
i n g  a b o u t  i t ,  a n d  I h a t e  to  s e e  p e o p l e ' s  
h o p e s  r a i s e d  b y  a h o a x .  T h a n k s  a g a i n ,  
a n d  p l e a s e  k e e p  in t o u c h . "  . . . E d .

THE S TATU E OF THE BULGE GI
IN CLERVAUX,  LUXEMBOURG

Could  He B u t  S p e a k

He p r o u d l y  s t a n d s  in b a t t l e  d r e s s  
Here  in C l e r v a u x  t o d a y .
What would  he  s a y  if  he  coul d  s p e a k  
To t h o s e  who p a s s  h i s  way?

Would he  s a y  t h e  men who d ied  
Did not  do  so  in v a i n .
And would  he  s a y  t h e  p r i c e  t h e y  pa id  
Was w o r t h  t h e  g r i e f  a n d  pa in ?

Would he  c a u t i o n  u s  of  w a r s  
And l e s s o n s  of  t h e  p a s t ?
Would he  s a y  a f u t u r e  w ar  
T h i s  w o r l d ' s  c ou ld  be  t h e  la s t ?

Would he  s a y  t h e  p e a c e  t o d a y  
T h o u g h  t h r e a t e n e d  t h a t  i t  b e ,
Must  be  d e f e n d e d  a n d  p r e s e r v e d  
If  we love  l i b e r t y ?

We p o n d e r  a n d  we w o n d e r  
What would  t h i s  GI s a y ,
If  he  cou ld  on l y  s p e a k  to  us  
H e re  in C l e r v a u x  t o d a y .

. . . Haro ld  F . Mohn



More candid  views from th e  1985 Genera l  Membership Meeting



VETERANS OF THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE
P.O BOX 11129  

ARLINGTON. VIRGINIA 22210-2129  
(703) 979-5270

PRESIDE NT 'S  LETTER

Th e  new y e a r  of  1986 is s t a r t i n g  ou t  wi th  a h o s t  o f t h i n g s  on t h e  a g e n d a .  We h a v e  
moved o u r  G e n e r a l  M em bersh ip  Meet ing  to N o v e m b e r  6 , 7 a n d  8 , 1986. T h i s  is  o u r  F i f th  
A n n i v e r s a r y ,  so we ho p e  moving  it to e a r l y  N o v e m b e r  will e n c o u r a g e  all  m e m b e r s  to  c o n ­
s i d e r  v i s i t i n g  t h e  many s i g h t s  in o u r  N a t i o n ' s  C ap i to l .  O u r  h o te l  will be  t h e  S h e r a t o n  in 
C r y s t a l  C i t y ,  VA, in w al k in g  d i s t a n c e  of t h e  s u b w a y  f o r  s i g h t - s e e i n g  in D . C .  o r  f o r  
s h o p p i n g .

O u r  museum commit tee  is w o r k i n g  h a r d  a t  p l a n n i n g  a c e r e m o n y  f o r  o u r  VBOB Ga l le ry  
a t  t h e  F o r t  Meade Museum.  We a l so  p lan  a n o t h e r  t r i p  o u t  to t h e  D i n n e r  T h e a t r e  which  
was a h ig h ly  s u c c e s s f u l  e v e n t  in 1985. T h e  p l a y  will be  " B r i g a d o o n . "  More in f o r m a t i o n  
on t h i s  will b e  s e n t  to  you  l a t e r  as  p l a n s  f i rm u p .

T h e  V e t e r a n s  A d m in is t r a t i o n  h a s  g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e d  t h e  b o o k s  y ou  all  so g r a c i o u s l y  
he lp e d  us  d o n a t e .  It  i s  o u r  ho p e  we will be  a b l e  to  c o n t i n u e  s u c h  g i f t s  a s  f u n d s  p e r m i t .  
So f a r ,  we h a v e  d o n a t e d  "A Time f o r  T r u m p e t s , "  " T o  S a v e  B a s t o g n e "  a n d  " T h e  Damned 
E n g i n e e r s ."

Th e  las t  ed i t io n  of  THE BULGE BUGLE in F e b r u a r y  i n c l u d e d  a s h o r t  a r t i c l e  on P a g e  5 
b y  Vice P r e s i d e n t  f o r  Mil i ta ry  A f f a i r s ,  E u g e n e  D r o u i l l a r d ,  on t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of  a VBOB 
ne ck  r i b b o n  a n d  medal l ion .  We s h o u ld  c l a r i f y  t h a t  t h e  c o s t  o f  t h i s  com b in a t io n  i s  $32 
a n d  can  be  p u r c h a s e d  b y  s e n d i n g  a c h e c k  o r  money  o r d e r  to VBOB H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  P . O .  
Box 11129, A r l i n g t o n ,  VA 22210-2129. I t  i s  so  b e a u t i f u l  t h a t  t h e  c o m p a n y  which  m'akes it 
d i s p l a y e d  it  a t  a c o n v e n t i o n  of  t h e i r  w a r e s .

At o u r  E x e c u t i v e  Meet ing of  19 Apr i l ,  i t  was v o t e d  to g i v e  more  e x t e n s i v e  f u n d i n g  to 
o u r  VBOB G a l l e ry  a t  F o r t  Meade,  MD. T h i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  is  not  w i t h o u t  c o s t  a n d  so  p l a n s  
a r e  in t h e  w o r k s  to s e e k  some $20,000 f rom b o t h  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  a n d  c o r p o r a t i o n s .  It 
is  o u r  s i n c e r e  ho p e  t h a t  e v e r y o n e  will p l e d g e  some s o r t  o f  a d o n a t i o n ,  o r  m o n th ly  
s t i p e n d ,  i f  o n ly  $1.00 to g e t  us  of f  t h e  g r o u n d  a s  t ime i s g e t t i n g  s h o r t  f o r  all  o f  u s .

We h a v e  had  some comment  t h a t  we a r e  a lw a y s  a s k i n g  f o r  m o n ey .  S u c h  a p p e a l s  a r e  
c o n t i n u a l l y  n e c e s s a r y  if  we a r e  to f u n d  t h e  many w o r t h w h i l e  p r o j e c t s  we c o n s t a n t l y  b r i n g  
to y o u r  a t t e n t i o n .  We a r e  on e  of  t h e  few v e t e r a n s '  g r o u p s ,  i f  no t  t h e  on ly  o n e ,  which  
p r o v i d e s  fo r  f r e e  m e m b e r s h ip  to t h o s e  m e m b e r s  100% d i s a b l e d  o r  in f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t y .  
Suc h  f r e e  m e m b e r s h i p s  a r e  r u n n i n g  a s  h ig h  a s  t h i r t y  p e r c e n t . ,  H o w e v e r ,  we h o p e  y o u r  
d o n a t i o n s  will o f f s e t  t h o s e  u n a b l e  to p a y .  R e m e m b e r ,  d u e s  a r e  no t  t a x - d e d u c t i b l e ,  b u t  
d o n a t i o n s  a r e .

In c lo s in g ,  1 would l ike to t h a n k  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  ExPOW Bul le t in  f o r  p r i n t i n g  o u r  l e t ­
t e r  a n d  ap p l ic a t i o n  form f o r  f o r m e r  POWs who w e r e  c a u g h t  in t h e  B a t t le  of  t h e  B u l g e .
We h a v e  g a in e d  c lose  to 50 new m e m b e r s .  Sh o u ld  o u r  r e a d e r s  l ike  a  c o p y  of  w h a t  was 
p r i n t e d ,  p le a s e  let  u s  know s in c e  it is  a v a i l a b le  f o r  o t h e r  p u b l i c a t i o n s .

T h a n k s  to all  of  y o u .  

Y o u r  N at ion a l  P r e s i d e n t



START THINKING 
ABOUT THE 1986 
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

On 12 Apr i l  a t  F t .  M yer ,  V i r g i n i a ,  in an  of f ice a d j a c e n t  to t h e  b a r n  h o u s i n g  
"B lack  J a c k , "  t h e  1986 G e n e r a l  M em b er sh ip  Committee met to d i s c u s s  t h e  p l a n s  f o r  
t h e  g e t - t o g e t h e r  of  VBOB m e m b e r s .  "B lack  J a c k , "  b y  t h e  way ,  is  t h e  ceremon ia l  
s t e e d  t h a t  a c c o m p a n ie s  h i g h - r a n k i n g  mi l i t a ry  m e m b e rs  on t h e i r  l as t  t r i p  to t h e i r  
r e s t i n g  p l a c e s  in A r l i n g t o n  Nat iona l  C e m e t e r y .

As you  r e a d  o n ,  you  will s ee  t h a t  t h e  commit tee  h a s  g r e a t  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  v e t e r a n s  
who f o u g h t  t h e  b i g g e s t  l and  b a t t l e  in t h e  h i s t o r y  of  t h e  U . S .  Army.  The  com­
m i t te e ,  made  up  of  v o l u n t e e r s  a n d  a p p o i n t e d  by P r e s i d e n t  V a n H o u t e n ,  a r e  most ly  
old h a n d s  a t  t h i s  s o r t  of  t h i n g  a n d  h a v e  p ro m is e d  t h a t ,  a s  f o r  p a s t  m e e t i n g s ,  
t h i n g s  will go smooth ly  f o r  ail  p a r t i c i p a n t s .  Each  member  is e x p e r i e n c e d  e i t h e r  
t h r o u g h  w o r k i n g  with VBOB o r  t h e i r  own mi l i ta ry  a s s o c i a t i o n s .

•  #

One  of  t h e  main p ro b l e m s  e n c o u n t e r e d  b y  t h e  commit tee  a r e  t h e  many s i g h t s  to 
s e e  a n d  t h i n g s  to do  in W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C .  It  i s  d i f f ic u l t  to i n c l u d e  them all in 
a w e e k e n d  s c h e d u l e .  With t h i s  in mind ,  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  of  t h e  commit tee ,  th e  
ho te l  is  o f f e r i n g  th e  same low room r a t e  f o r  b e f o r e  a n d  a f t e r  t h e  N ovem ber  6 , 7 
a n d  8 m e e t i n g .  T h o s e  of  y ou  who p lan  to a t t e n d  t h e  1986 G ene ra l  Membersh ip  
Meet ing might  c o n s i d e r  s t a y i n g  on f o r  t h e  v e r y  movi ng  V e t e r a n s '  Day c e rem o n ie s  
w h en  all o f  t h e  v e t e r a n s '  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  VBOB,  will l ay t h e i r  w r e a t h s .

•  •

T h e  s c h e d u l e  of  a c t i v i t i e s ,  a s  of  t h i s  w r i t i n g ,  is s t i l l  t e n t a t i v e  on ly  b e c a u s e  t h e  
commit tcc  is  in t h e  s e l e c t - i n / s e l e c t - o u t  p r o c e s s .  As in t h e  p a s t ,  t h e  theme  of 
t h e  m e e t i n g  will be  m i l i t a r y - o r i e n t e d .  Ex am pl e s  a r e  a d a y  a t  F o r t  Meade,  M a r y ­
l a n d ,  when  we will v i s i t  t h e  museum a n d  be  e n t e r t a i n e d  b y  t h e  F i r s t  U .S .  Army 
B a n d .  Some of  t h e  s o l d i e r s  s t a t i o n e d  a t  F t .  Meade will be  w e a r i n g  a u t h e n t i c  
WWII u n i f o r m s .  T h i s  d a y  will c e r t a i n l y  b r i n g  b a c k  many memor ies .

H o p e f u l ly ,  you  h a v e  a l r e a d y  made  y o u r  p l a n s  to join wi th y o u r  c o m r a d e s  of v a r ­
io u s  u n i t s .  F o r  t h o s e  who h a v e  n e v e r  a t t e n d e d  on e  of  t h e  VBOB G e n e ra l  Mem­
b e r s h i p  M e e t i n g s ,  b u t  p lan  to  do so ,  you  a r e  g u a r a n t e e d  to h a v e  an e n jo y a b le  
w e e k e n d .  Do b r i n g  y o u r  l a d y  with y o u .  Hotel  r e s e r v a t i o n  c a r d s  will be 
e n c l o s e d  in a l a t e r  n e w s l e t t e r .  Meant ime,  g e t  y o u r s e l f  p r im ed f o r  a g r e a t  t ime 
on 6 t h r u  8 N o v e m b e r .  . . . E .  L. Loiacono
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ANNOUNCEMENT
SUBJECTS VBOB MEDALLION

The E x e c u t i v e  Counci l  o f  t h e  VBOB r e c e n t l y  v o te d  t o  make 
th e  VBOB MEDALLION, W/Ribbon, a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  membership f o r  
wear a t  m i l i t a r y  m e e t in g s  and f u n c t i o n s .

The MEDALLION, »  2  1 /2  in ch  r e p l i c a  o f  our VBOB i n s i g n i a ,  
i s  f i n i s h e d  in  f i v e  c o l o r s  baked enamel on a g o l d  c o l o r e d  b a s e .  
I t  i s  suspended on a 2 1 /2  inch  neck r ib b o n  w ith  a gr e e n  c e n t e r  
s t r i p e  ( t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  p in e  t r e e s  in  t h e  Ardennes a r e a ) .  Th is  
5 / 8  inch c e n t e r  i s  f l a n k e d  on b oth  s i d e s  by t h e  c o l o r s  o f  t h e  
f l a g s  of  B e lg ia n  and Luxembourg. The 1985 Membership M eeting  
p i c t u r e s  in  t h i s  i s s u e  o f  THE BULGE BUGLE show s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  
VBOB o f f i c e r s  w earing  t h e  M e d a l l i o n .

Members may or der  t h i s  t r u l y  handsome memento u s i n g  t h e  
order  blank on t h e  r e v e r s e  of  t h i s  s h e e t .  The c o s t  o f  <^32.00 
i n c l u d e s  p o s t a g e  and h a n d l i n g .  P l e a s e  a l l o w  4 t o  6 weeks f o r  
p r o c e s s i  ng.



C U S T O M E R  NO :  
G R O U P  A N O :

R E C O R D  NO:  
"g r o u p  B NOl

DATE R E C E I V E D :

<Above -for of-f i c e  us>e o n l y )

P l e a s e  s h i p  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i t e m s  t o :  
N A M E :

( ■ f i r s t )
A D D R E S S :

( n o ) ( s t r e e t ) ( c i t y )  ( s t a t e )  

P R I C E  Q U A N T I T Y

( i: 1 p  ) 

T O T A LI TEM
G R O U P  A
A 2  P l a q u e  5 " X  7 "
A 3  P l a q u e  5 "  D i a m e t e r '
A 4  2  P e n  VB OB  D e s k  S e t

*  F ' l e a s e  e n g r a v e  B r a s s  P l a t e  w i t h ;  
NAME 
UN I r 
UN I T

1 8 .  0 0  
1 1 . 0 0
2 1  . 0 0

G R U U P  B
B 1 P a t c h  2  3 / 4 "  D i a m  f f-y 5 0
B 1 A P a t c h  ( W / ' c l u t c h ) 4 . 0 0
B o P a t c h  4  3 / 4 "  D i a m 6 . 0 0
B 2 A F' a  t  cTi  < W /  c  1 u  t  c  f i > 3 . 0 0
D 1 E > e c a l  4 "  D i  a«i  . 3 / 1 . 0 0
H S S  i  1 v e r  H e  1 m e t  , 7  /  6  1 n c  i t 1 . 0 0
J 1 VBOB L a p e l  F ' i f i  ( W / c l u t c h ) 7 . 0 0
J 2 VB O B  l i e  l a c  ( W/ c . b a r  & c h a i  n ) 7 . 0 0
J 3 VBOB T i e  B a r  ( N o t  S f t o w n ) 7 . 0 0
J fo VBOB N e c k  M e d a l l i o n  2  1 / 2 "T > 0 0
J i  0 E x t r a  C i u L c i i  ( f u r  ( . l i i i i ^ ) a rft •-.* W-*
J i  i E x t r a  C i u L c r i  ( f o r  T i c  T a i _ )
ivj 1 VBOB N e c k  T i e 1 0 . 0 0

T O T A L  P U R C H A S E S

A b o v e  p r  i c e s  i n c l u d e  p o s t a g e  a n d  e n g r a v i n g  o f  p l a q u e  A 2 .



From__ PLACE
S T A MP
HERE

Zip.

Veterans of the Battle of the  Bulge 
P.O.Box 11129 
Arlington, VA 22210-2129



Your attention, PLEASE...
Use this convenient envelope 
to pay NOW and help maintain 
our VBOB Association

Your dues are $10.00

Make check or money order payable to 
Veterans of the Battle of the Bulge

\Thank You

Dear Comrade...
Our annual dues are the main source of income for VBOB. If the 

arrow on the back cover of this newsletter indicates that you are in 
arrears, won' t  you ptease use this convenient envelope to pay your 
dues and help support our wonderful and meaningful organization.

And "Kilroy'*' says;
While you're at it...how ____
about putting a note in 
the same envelope and letting VBOB know what you've been up to 
these past 41 years. Don't forget to mention what outfit you were 
in. You may just get your name in the newsletter.



VETERANS
o f the
BATTLE 
OF THE 
BULGE

P.O. Box 11129 
Arlington, Virginia 2 2 2 1 0 -2 1 2 9

D U E S - R - D U E
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PAID 
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P E RM IT N O  468

ADDRESS CORRECTION R E O U fSU l) 
FORWARDING a n d  RETURN  
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May 1986 E d i t i o n

Application for M embership

V E T E R A N S  O F  T H E  BA T T L E  O F  THE BULGE
P. O .  Box 1 1 1 2 9 ,  A r l i n g t o n ,  V i r g i n i a  2 2 2 1 0 - Z 1 2 9  

A n n u a l  D u e s  $ 1 0  
DONATIONS ARE WELCOME

N a m e ____

A d d r e s s __

C i t y ______

_____Birthdate.

iPhone (_

_Zip_

Unit(s) to which assigned during period D ecem ber i6 ip^^ -January 2 5 . {Oiv, Rcgt, Bn, Co)

Campaign Ribbons and Battle stars awarded

Wounded 

Captured .

Make check  or m o n ey order payable to V 8 0 B  and mail with thn application to above address


