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Great  plans are under  way for VBOB’s 
6 th General  Membership 
Meeting.. .and the first one to be 
convened outside of the Washington,  
D.C. area. . . i t’s Syracuse,  NY, HERE 
WE COME!!!

The  dates are September 17, 18 
and  19...a beautiful t ime of the year 
in this scenic par t  of our  country.  Day 
long tours are planned and  you have 
your  choice. . .either to the famed Boldt 
Castle or the interesting wineries.
And this is only the beginning... look 
inside for details.

A Memorial Service--“ In 
Solemn R eme mb rance” and  a 

Membership Meeting where to­
gether we can make  some excit­

ing plans for the future of VBOB. 
And on the lighter side, a “Jo in  in 

the Fu n"  Octoberfest party,  complete with 
kegs of beer and knockwurs t  and  lots of toe 

tapping music.  WRITE YOUR VBOB FRIENDS- 
MEET THEM FOR A SENSATIONAL ‘‘SEPTEMBER IN 
SYRACUSE” MEETING!!!

A WARM WELCOME 
AWAITS YOU AT TAYLOR 
& WESTERN WINERY



THE BULGE BUGLE is the  official p ub lica­
tion  of V ete ran s of th e  B attle of the Bulge. 
It is issued  five tim es yearly . 
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LETTER FROM 
THE PRESIDENT

I t’s “September in Syracuse'’...Our show is on the road!!

This year, for the first time, the General Membership Meeting 
will be held outside of the Washington, D.C. metropolitan area. It is 
quite fitting that the first such meeting be hosted by the first 
chartered VBOB Chapter-the Central New York Chapter of 
Syracuse, NY-September 17, 18 and 19.

The site, meeting dates and program were finalized March 7, 
when Bill Mitchell, Syracuse Chapter President and Al Noce, Sr, the 
vice chairman of the Syracuse planning committee met with National 
Headquarters staff. The Headquarter’s staff attending the meeting 
were: George Chekan, National President of VBOB; Clyde Boden, 
past president and founder of VBOB, Bill Greenville, Executive Vice 
President and Chairman of the general Membership Meeting;
Elturino Loiacono, Assistant Editor of THE BULGE BUGLE and 
Dorothy Davis, Recording Secretary

The program will offer an opportunity to see some of the 
beautiful New York countryside, and a chance to be with old (and 
new) friends. Check the exciting agenda in this issue of 
THE BULGE BUG LE!!

A special thanks to Bill Mitchell and A.! Noce for driving down 
to Washington from Syracuse, at their own expense, to develop these 
events for your enjoyment. Their present and future assistance and 
YUUK P K tS b N C t will make "September m Syracuse” the most 
entertaining and interesting meeting to date.

Battle of the Bulge Gallery Update:

Many of you visited the Battle of the Bulge Gallery, Fort 
Meade, MD last fall during the General Membership Meeting and 
were impressed with the amount of history collected in one small 
room. Earle Hart chaired the efforts of assembling this material 
(artifacts and photos)-our deep appreciation and thanks to Earle. 
Earle will be leaving the Washington area and Dorothy Davis, 
Gallery researcher, will become the Chairman of the Battle of the 
Bulge Gallery Committee.

The second phase of the gallery is now in the planning stage. In 
February Clyde Boden, George Chekan, Dorothy Davis, Richard 
Guenter and Harold Leinbaugh met with officials at Fort Meade, 
MD to explore the possibilities of building a wing onto the existing 
museum specifically to house the artifacts and written historical 
material of the Battle of the Bulge. This is a VERY ambitious 
project-but one of the goals of our organization is to preserve the 
history of the Battle of the Bulge.

We feel we have a most unique opportunity to devote an entire 
gallery to preserving the legacy we fought for forty - three years ago. 
More information in the next Bugle as the plans and negotiations 
become reality!!

Yours in Comradeship, ^

George Chekan



Meet the  Boys 
in Syracuse 
(New York, 
tha t  is!)

Big t h i n g s  a r e  in s t o r e  f o r  t h e  m e m b e r s  of  VBOB who a r e  p l a n n i n g  
to a t t e n d  t h e  1987 G e n e r a l  M e m b e r s h i p  M ee t in g  in S y r a c u s e ,  New 
Y o r k .  When William Mitchel l  a n d  A l e x a n d e r  Noce ,  b o th  m e m b e r s  of  
t h e  G r e a t e r  New York  C h a p t e r  a n d  c o - c h a i r m e n  of  t h e  m e e t i n g ,  
p r e s e n t e d  t h e i r  p l a n s  to P r e s i d e n t  G e o r g e  C h e k a n  a n d  o t h e r  
m e m b e r s  of  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  C o u n c i l ,  i t  was  o b v i o u s  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  
p u t  a g r e a t  de a l  of  e f f o r t  i n t o  w o r k i n g  o u t  t h e  d e t a i l s .  T h e  b o y s  
in S y r a c u s e  a r e ,  a s  we u s e  to  s a y ,  "on  t h e  bal l"  a n d  h a v e  made  
s u r e  t h a t  t h e i r  c o m r a d e s  of  VBOB will h a v e  a g r e a t  t ime a n d  w a n t  
f o r  n o t h i n g .

To g i v e  yo u  an  e x a m p le  of  w h a t  you  c a n  e x p e c t  w h e n  y o u  a t t e n d  
t h e  1987 G e n e r a l  M e m b e rs h ip  M eet in g ,  t r y  to  v i s u a l i z e  s p e n d i n g  
t h e  w e e k e n d  of  S e p t e m b e r  17, 18 a n d  19 in t h e  n e w l y - r e n o v a t e d  
Q u a l i ty  I n n  N o r t h  with y o u r  l a d y .  T h e  s p e c i a l  r a t e s  f o r  VBOB 
m e m b e r s  a n d  g u e s t s  a r e  $42 s i n g l e  a n d  $48 d o u b l e .  T h i s  r a t e  
h o ld s  t r u e  f o r  s e v e r a l  d a y s  b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  t h e  m e e t i n g .  T h e r e  is  
much to  s e e  in t h e  c i t y  of  S y r a c u s e ,  so  y o u  may w a n t  to  s t a y  o v e r  
to  s e e  t h e  s i g h t s .

H o p e f u l l y  y o u  will a r r i v e  a t  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  h o t e l  in t h e  e a r l y  
a f t e r n o o n  of  T h u r s d a y  so t h a t  y o u  may p e r u s e  t h e  m any  b o o k s  
t h a t  will b e  on d i s p l a y  b y  t h e  B a r c r o f t  Book S t o r e .  I f  yo u  h a v e  
b e e n  lo o k i n g  f o r  a c e r t a i n  b o o k ,  old o r  new,  a b o u t  t h e  B a t t l e  of 
t h e  B u l g e  it  will u n d o u b t e d l y  b e  on  sa le  a t  t h i s  Book F a i r .

On T h u r s d a y  e v e n i n g  yo u  will a t t e n d  t h e  Welcome Mixer  a t  which  
t ime yo u  will meet  o t h e r  VBOB m e m b e r s  a n d  make  new f r i e n d s ,  o r  
p e r h a p s  s e e  c o m r a d e s  f rom y o u r  old o u t f i t .  T h e  s u b j e c t  mos t 
d i s c u s s e d  a t  t h e s e  w a r m - u p  s e s s i o n s  i s ,  of  c o u r s e ,  " t h e  g r e a t e s t  
b a t t l e  e v e r  f o u g h t  b y  t h e  U . S .  A r m y . "

You will b e g i n  y o u r  d a y  on F r i d a y ,  a f t e r  b r e a k f a s t ,  a t  o n e  of  t h e  
m any  e a t e r i e s  n e a r b y  a n d  b y  v i s i t i n g  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  d e s k  ( i f  
you  d i d n ' t  do  so  on T h u r s d a y ) .  At 10 a . m .  m e m b e r s  will a s s e m b l e  
f o r  a Solemn R e m e m b r a n c e  C e r e m o n y  in h o n o r  of  o u r  d e c e a s e d  com­
r a d e s  who we le f t  b e h i n d  o r  who h a v e  p a s s e d  on d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  
y e a r .  T h e  c e r e m o n y  will b e  in t h e  h i g h e s t  m i l i t a ry  t r a d i t i o n ,  com­
p l e t e  with Colo r  G u a r d  a n d  b u g l e r .  T h e  b u s i n e s s  m e e t i n g  will 
b e g i n  a t  1 p . m .  a n d  e n d  a t  5 p . m .  Sp ec ia l  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  p l a n n e d  
f o r  o u r  l a d i e s .

Have  y ou  e v e r  a t t e n d e d  an  " O c t o b e r  F e s t ? "  Well, t h a t  i s  wha t  
y ou  will be  d o i n g  on F r i d a y  e v e n i n g  c o m p le te  "mi t t  t h e  o o m p - p a -  
pa  u n d  mi tt  t h e  k n o c k w o r s t ,  s a u r b r o t e n  u n d  s t r u d e l , "  all  of 
which  will melt in y o u r  m o u th .  You may wash  t h e  food do w n wi th  
a local  b e e r  t h a t  will match  a n y  E u r o p e a n - m a d e  b r e w .  And e n t e r ­
t a i n m e n t  will be  on h a n d  to s t a r t  y o u r  t o e s  to t a p p i n g .  B r i n g  y o u r  
f a v o r i t e  d a n c e  p a r t n e r .  Do you  l ike t h e  " F o r t i e s "  mus ic ?  Do you  
l ike  p o l k a s ?  T h e r e  will be  p l e n t y  of  b o t h  on F r i d a y  n i g h t .

On S a t u r d a y  yo u  c an  s l e e p  u n t i l  8 a . m .  T h a t ' s  so  yo u  c a n  h a v e  
b r e a k f a s t  b e f o r e  y ou  go  on o n e  of  t h e  two e x c e l l e n t  t o u r s  p l a n n e d  
f o r  y o u .  T h e  r e a s o n  you  a r e  g e t t i n g  u p  a t  8 a . m .  i s  so  t h a t  y ou  
a n d  y o u r s  c an  be  on t h e  b u s  f o r  t h e  t r i p  to  t h e  T a y l o r  G r e a t -  
W e s t e r n  Gold Seal  W in e ry ,  a s c e n i c  t o u r  t h r o u g h  t h e  W atk in s  Gl en ,  
New Y o r k  a r e a ,  with  a s t o p  a t  t h e  Wickham v i n e y a r d s  a n d  th e  
W a g n e r  W in e r y .  If  you  c h o o s e  to t a k e  t h e  o t h e r  t o u r ,  y ou  will 
t a k e  a b u s  t r i p  to A l e x a n d r i a  B a y .  You will t h e n  b o a r d  a b o a t  f o r  
a s c e n i c  c r u i s e  on to t h e  fa m ous  Bo ld t  C a s t l e .  ( C o n t ' d .  on P a g e  6 )



‘‘SEPTEMBER IN SYRACUSE^’
VETERANS OF THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
QUALITY INN .NORTH SEPTEMBER 17, 18, 19, 1987

PROGRAM
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17

• Registration-1:00pm to 7:00pm
• Welcome to Syracuse 

Activities
• Barcroft Books-Book Fair 

(old books and new books 
about the Bulge)

• Renew friendships over
a cup of coffee in the lobby

Take a stroll in Syracuse

Welcome M ixer-6:30pm to 8:30pm 
Cash Bar and finger foods 
Accordian player with 
“Favorites of the Forties”

* Reservations available at nearby 
restaurants for a late evening dinner 
after the “Mixer”

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 18

• Registration--8:30am to 5pm
• Memorial Ceremony 

10:00am to 11:00am
“In Solemn Remembrance” 

with color guard, 
band and bugler

• Lunch on your own 11:00am to

• Business Meeting 
1:00pm to 5:00pm

l:pm

Activities for the Ladies 
1:00pm to 5:00pm

Special Evening Event 
starting at 7:00pm 

“Join in the Fun Octoberfest” 
Sauerbraten, Knockwurst and Strudel 
and barrels of beer

Entertainm ent to start your toes 
a tapping and a band for your favorite 
dances includmg polkas.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19

• Registration-8:00am to 9:00am
• TOUR D A Y -a choice of two very 

special trips into the beautiful 
countryside and lake regions.

• BOLDT CASTLE-Bus trip to 
A lexandria Bay, NY, then a scenic 
boat cruise to the Rhine River 
Boldt Castle with lunch in the area.

• W IN ERY  TOUR -Visit to the Taylor- 
G reat Western-Gold Seal Winery, 
scenic bus tour through the W atkins 
G len, NY area with a stop at the

Wickham Vineyards and the W agner Winery
• Both tours will depart at 9:00am 

from the motel and return by 5:00pm
• Cocktail H our-7:00pm  to 8:00pm
• Banquet G ala-8:00pm

• Top Sirloin of Beef and 
Burgundy Sauce

• Program and Presentations
• Music for your listening 

pleasure and dancing
•  For that last cup o j coffee and  

fo n d  "farewell" before yo u  start hack
on your trip home, the dining room opens 
fo r  Sunday M orning Breakfast at 6:30am



V E T E R A N S  OF THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE
6th  GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
QUALITY INN NORTH - INTERSECTION OF INTERSTATE 81 a n d  90  
S Y R A C U S E ,  NY 1 3 2 1 2  - S E P T E M B E R  17, 18,  19, 19 87

REGISTRATION FORM P le a s e  print all Information

As s o o n  a s  p o s s ib le  - but no la ter  th an  S e p te m b e r  3 ,1987  
Mail your  c o m p le te d  reg is t ra t ion  form and  checi< p ayab le  to:

V E T E R A N S  O F  T H E  B A T T L E  O F  T H E  B U L G E
G . M . M .  ’8 7  P . O .  B O X  1 1 1 2 9 ,  A R L I N G T O N ,  V A  2 2 2 1 0 - 2 1 2 9

N am e

N o. of 
reserv ­
a t io n s

C o st
per
p e r so n T otal

Outfit

A d d re s s

City

S ta t e

W ife 's  N am e

G ues t(s )  Name(s)

Zip

R e g i s t r a t i o n  ____________  _
(per p e r so n  b efo re  9/3/87)

R e g i s t r a t i o n  ____________  _
(per  p e r so n  a f te r  9/3/87)

F r i .  9 / 1 8 / 8 7  O c t o b e r f e s t  ____________  _
(Buffet a n d  Ente r ta inm en t)

S a t .  9 / 1 9 / 8 7  T o u r s
Winery Tour ------------------  —

Tour  to  Boldt C a s t le  ( inc ludes  cru ise)  i------------------ ---------

S a t .  9 / 1 9 / 8 7  B a n q u e t  ____________  _

C h e ck  e n c lo s e d  for  g rand  total

$20.00

$ 2 5 . 0 0

$ 1 8 . 5 0

$20.00

$ 2 5 . 0 0

$ 2 2 . 5 0

__________________ DETACH HERE ----------------------------------

VETERANS OF THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE

Last  N am e First  N am e

Stre e t  and  N um ber

City and  S ta te  

P h o n e  #

Initial

Zip

Arrival Time 
Date

Bedding 
King Cot 

__ Double required

D epar tu re  Date No. of P e r s o n s

Check-in af ter  
3 P.M.

C he ck  Out Hour 
12:00 Noon

N O T I C E : A C C O M M O D A T I O N S : • All R o o m s  Air
All r e s e rv a t io n s  m u s t  be a c c o m p a n ie d  by B edd ing  r e q u e s t s  will be b a s e d  on C o nd it ioned
a first n ig h t ’s d e p o s i t  or  c redit  card s p a c e  availability. • Color Cable  Television
n u m b e r  vi/ith exp ira t ion  date .  A 72 hour S i n g l e  $ 4 2 .0 0  plus tax • AM/FM Radio
can c e l la t io n  is requ ired  for a d e p o s i t • Dining Room
refund. D o u b l e  $ 4 8 .0 0  plus tax

• Cockta il  Lounge
• Sw im m ing  Pool

Cut Off Date:
S e p t .  3 / 8 7  Te, ( 3 1 5 ) 4 5 1 . 1 2 1 2

MAIL YOUR HOTEL REGISTRATION FORM TO:

Q u a l i t y  Inn  N o r t h

1 3 0 8  B u c k l e y  R o a d
N o r t h  S y r a c u s e ,  N e w  Y o r k  1 3 2 1 2 - 9 9 8 8

CO#

GO H old er

Exp. D ate



M EE T T H E  B O Y S  in 
S Y R A C U S E  ( C o n t ’d .  
f r o m  P a g e  3 ) .

W h i c h e v e r  t r i p  y o u  t a k e  y o u  wil l  c e r t a i n l y  t a k e  ho m e  f o n d  m e m o r i e s  
o f  y o u r  t r i p  t o  S y r a c u s e ,  New Y o r k .

On F r i d a y  e v e n i n g  y o u  will  a g a i n  e n j o y  t h e  c o m p a n y  o f  y o u r  V B O B  
c o m r a d e s  a n d  t h e i r  l a d i e s  a t  t h e  p r e - b a n q u e t  c o c k t a i l  h o u r .  A,t 
e i g h t  o ' c l o c k  y o u  will  b e  s e r v e d  a f i n e  d i n n e r ;  t h e  main  c o u r s e  a 
t o p  s i r l o i n  o f  b e e f  w i t h  b u r g u n d y  s a u c e .  A d a n c e  t o  m u s i c  of  
" o u r  t i m e "  wil l  fo l low t h e  b a n q u e t  a n d  we will  d a n c e  t o  t h e  w ee  
h o u r s  o f  t h e  m o r n i n g  o r  a s  l o n g  a s  o u r  b o d i e s  c a n  t a k e  i t ,  
w h i c h e v e r  c o m e s  f i r s t .

On S u n d a y  m o r n i n g  we will  g a t h e r  f o r  b r e a k f a s t  a n d  b i d  o u r  f o n d  
f a r e w e l l s  t o  o u r  f r i e n d s  a n d  c o m r a d e s .  M a n y  will  g o  to  t h e  c h u r c h  
o f  o u r  c h o i c e  b e f o r e  h e a d i n g  f o r  h o m e .

As  y o u  c a n  s e e ,  t h e  b o y s  f r o m  S y r a c u s e  h a v e  p u t  t o g e t h e r  a 
g r e a t  p a c k a g e  f o r  a  p l e a s i n g  w e e k e n d  f o r  y o u  a n d  y o u r s .  B e g i n  
now t o  m a k e  p l a n s  t o  b e  in  S y r a c u s e  w i t h  s o m e  o f  t h e  b e s t  f o l k s  
in  t h e  U . S . A .  -  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  V e t e r a n s  o f  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  
B u l g e .

w h a t  IS T H E R E  TO DO IN S Y R A C U S E ?

FVFRSON MUSEUM OF ART 474-6064
401 Harrison St., Syracuse 13202

Built in 1968, the  Everson M useum  of Art is the  first m useum  in 
th e  world to  be designed by architect 1.M, Pei,

It h o u se s  on e  of the  largest collections of con tem porary  ceram ics 
in th e  nation, a s  well a s  a fine representative grouping of .American 
paintings, sculpture, prints, and drawings.

G roup tours can  be arranged Tuesday through Friday, 10:00 am - 
2;UU pm , and  m ust be scheduled  at ieasi Lwu weeks in ddvaiKe.

Galiery hours are Tuesday ihiuuyii riiday, 12.00 n o o n -5^)0 pm, 
Saturday, 10:00 am -5:00  pm , and  S unday  12:00 noon-5£)0 pm . S u g ­
gested  donation  is $1.00.
ONONDAGA HISTORICAL MUSEUM* 428-1862
321 M ontgom ery Street, Syracuse 13202

The O n o n d ag a  Historical Association celebrated its 121st anni­
versary in 1983 by opening the  O nondaga  Historical M useum . Fea­
tured are  changing displays of artifacts and m em orabilia from  the 
A ssociation 's years of collecting and preserving the  heritage of 
O n o n d ag a  County, a s  well a s  an orientation cen ter

The m u seu m  provides an overview of the  area 's hisLuiy llnOuyh 
use  of paintings and exhibits on the  natural, cultural and industrial 
history of th e  county.

O p en  luesday-Saturd^'y 12-00 nnon-4:00 pm . Group tours 
should be m ad e  in advance Adm ission is free.
ROTHSCHILD’S APOTHECARY MUSEUM 475-5181
817 E. G enesee  St., Syracuse 13210

Great care  h as been taken to reproduce the a tm osphere  of the 
pharm acy  o p en ed  in 1926 by G us & Rose Rothschild. Visitors can 
watch pills being m ade just a s  they were in the  19th century, see a 
■ 'chem ist" m anufacturing cherry cough syrup, or simply browse 
th rough  the  extensive collection of apo thecary  treasures. The 
m u seu m  is o p en  M onday W ednesday Friday and  Saturday 10:00 
a m -3:00 pm . Call for special group tours.
BURNET PARK ZOO 425-3774
Sou th  Wilbur Avenue, Syracuse 13204

T he new Burnet Park Zoo will take you on a whirlwind tour of 
anim al life, from  its very origins over 6 00  million years ago  through 
portrayals of spectacular exam ples of anim al diversity, adaptation and 
socialization. How anim als relate to people and th e  future of wildlife 
on th is planet will com plete this exciting exhibit sequence.

All exhibits and services, including a restaurant and gift shop 
will be  accessib le to everyone. Adm ission fee.

THE SALT MUSEUM 457-2990
O nondaga Lake Parkway Liverpool 13088

The m useum  illustrates the O nondaga salt industry during the 
19th century when Syracuse earned the  nam e "Salt C ity" as Am er­
ica's leading salt m anufacturing community. During the  Civil War 
years, hundreds of boiling blocks and thousands of outdoor sheds 
a round O nondaga l_ake were used to evaporate local brine and pro­
d uce salt

Exhibits include the fLiM 
block, a sights and s o u n d s" tour of a 19th century salt workers' 
neighborhcxxd, and re-created craft shops. A gift shop is located on 
site. Located '/i mile from Ste. Marie, the m useum  is open  from May 
to October, seven days, 10:00 am -5:00 pm. Admission is free, dona­
tions accepted.

THE ERIE CANAL MUSEUM 471-0593
318 Erie Blvd. at M ontgom ery St., Syracuse 13202

Tour the  (National Register Landm ark Weighlock Building, restorec 
to its app earan ce  in the 1850's when it functioned as a canal boat 
weighing station. Board a 65-foot long canal boat to experience life 
and work on the  Erie Canal and explore the history of Syracuse as  it 
grew from sw am p to city. Visit the hands on history gallery tilled 
with participatory exhibits, the  recreated w eighm aster's office and the 
orientation theater, with its 14 m inute overview of the adventurous 
history of the  world's m ost successful canal. O pen Tuesday-Sunday, 
10:00 am -5:00  pm . Admission: adults S], children $.50.

THE DISCOVERY CENTER OF SCIENCE 
& TECHNOLOGY 425 9068
321 South Clinton Street, Syracuse 13202

A “hands-on” m useum  for children and adults with 4 5  participa 
tory exhibits in the Science Arcade. They include them e exhibits, 
science-related art shows, lively science dem onstrations, visiting and 
perm anen t please-touch exhibits that educate as they entertain, and 
daily starwatch p rogram s in the m useum 's Rotary Planetarium. The 
Science Store sells solar energy kits, star charts, fossil specim ens, 
liquid crystals, m icroscopes and science books.

O pen  Tuesday through Saturday, 10:00 a m -5^)0 pm, Sunday, 
12:00 noon-5<X) pm, closed M onday Admission: adults $1, children 
under 12, $.50, group rates available with advance registration.



Members Speak Out
Ja m e s  J .  F l a n n e r y ,  Co C,  60th Armd In f ,
9 th  Arm d.  Div ,  was  t r a n s f e r r e d  a f t e r  
T h a n k s g i v i n g  Day to t h e  87th Che m.  Mor­
t a r  Bn.  in t h e  H u r t g e n  F o r e s t ,  s u p p o r t i n g  
t h e  18th I n f a n t r y  of  t h e  1st D iv i s io n .  Af­
t e r  a fa l s e  a la rm le a v e  to P a r i s ,  he d r o v e  
b a c k  a g a i n s t  t h e  flow of  f l e e i n g  c iv i l i ans  
a n d  F i r s t  US Army t r o o p  m o v e m e n ts  e a s t  
of  A c h e n .  S o u t h w a r d ,  b e f o r e  C h r i s t m a s ,  
h i s  u n i t  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  75th  I n f .  n e a r  
G ra n d m e n i l  w h e r e  h i s  Co.  B los t  he a v i l y  
a t  S a d z o t ,  Be lgium to  a r a i d i n g  P a n z e r  
u n i t .  L a t e r ,  h i s  u n i t  jo ined t h e  18th A b n .  
C o r p s  which  i n c l u d e d  82d A b n .  Div .  a n d  
1st I n f .  Div.  Jim w a n t s  to h e a r  f rom 
f r i e n d s  in t h o s e  v a r i e d  WWII a s s i g n m e n t s .  
Write him a t  862 N. K e n s i n g t o n  S t . ,  A r l i n g ­
t o n ,  VA 22205.

J .  H a r v e y  W a l k e r , C o .  K, 120th I n f ,  30th 
I n f  Div,  h a s  o p e r a t e d  an  a u t o  d e a l e r s h i p  
f o r  42 y e a r s .  R e t i r e d  now,  he  p l a y s  go l f ,  
h a s  a l a r g e  g a r d e n ,  a n d  t h e  Lord  h a s  b e e n  
good to him,  he  s a y s .  He was w o u n d e d  in 
t h e  A r d e n n e s  C a m p a ig n .

R o b e r t  C . C o g s w e l l ,  S v c .  Co,  40th T k .  B n ,  
7th A rm d.  Div ,  s e n d s  a d o n a t i o n  to VBOB 
wi th h i s  l a t e s t  n o t e .  He a n d  h is  wife e n ­
joyed  t h e  las t  d i v i s io n  r e u n i o n .  Bob k e e p s  
b u s y  with a t h e a t r e  p i p e  o r g a n  c l u b  in 
S y r a c u s e ;  i t ' s  a W ur l i t ze r !

A. W. S h r a w d e r ,  Co.  D, 331st I n f ,  83d I n f .  
Div,  s e r v e d  in t h e  f iv e  c a m p a i g n s  d u r i n g  
WWII a n d  t h e n  o c c u p a t i o n  d u t y  with  th e  
99th Division in mid-1945.  He is a v i c e -  
p r e s i d e n t  of  t h r e e  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  is  c u r ­
r e n t l y  s e m i - r e t i r e d  a n d  d o i n g  c o n s u l t a n t  
w or k  in p u r c h a s i n g ,  a n d  i s  E d i t o r  of  h i s  
Co.  D I n f a n t r y  R eg im en t  n e w s l e t t e r .

F r e d  H. L i e s o n g ,  Co.  E,  276th I n f ,  70th 
I n f .  Div,  s e r v e d  as  a r i f leman n e a r  B i s c h -  
wei le r  a n d  l a t e r  in t h e  S a a r  Val ley .  His 
u n i t  f r e e d  F o r b a c h .  A f t e r  t h e  w a r  in E u r ­
o p e ,  he  was t r a n s f e r r e d  to o c c u p a t i o n  d u t y  
with t h e  3d Div is ion  a t  S t .  G o a r .  A f t e r  
t h e  w a r ,  he  g r a d u a t e d  f rom E n g i n e e r  school  
a n d  in 1980 r e t i r e d  f rom C h r y s l e r  C o r p ,  an d  
is s t i l l  a c t i v e  m a k in g  t h e  new Army M-1 
ivlain B a t t le  T a n k  d e v e l o p e d  in G e r m a n y .
F r e d  w a n t s  to h e a r  f rom o t h e r  70 th  Division 
c o m r a d e s .  Write him a t  31182 W. R u t l a n d ,  
B i r m i n g h a m ,  MI 48009.

E. W. K n a p p ,  B t r y .  B,  776th F A B n .  r e ­
ca l l s  t h a t  h i s  T h i r d  U . S .  Army u n i t  s u p ­
p o r t e d  t h e  4 t h ,  6th  a n d  10th A rm or ed  Div ­
i s i o n s .  He s e n d s  h i s  t h a n k s  f o r  ad m is s i on  
in to  t h e  V e t e r a n s  of t h e  B a t t l e  of  t h e  B u l g e .

Vi rg i l  V. Vil la,  Co.  D, 312th Med. B n,  87 th 
I n f .  Div ,  r e t u r n e d  to an  Army a s s i g n m e n t  
in E u r o p e  t h r e e  y e a r s  a f t e r  h i s  A r d e n n e s  
e x p e r i e n c e s .  In 1952 it was K o re a ,  in 1961 
Vie tnam a n d  an  a s s i g n m e n t  in Hawaii .  He 
r e t i r e d  in 1967 f rom t h e  s e r v i c e  a n d  be came  
a V e t e r a n s  Employment  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  in 
F lo r id a .  In 1985 he  r e t i r e d  f o r  t h e  las t  
t ime .  He ,  h o w e v e r ,  is  now d o i n g  medica l  
e xam s f o r  an  i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n y .

Haro ld R.  B o h n ,  3d B n ,  120th I n f ,  30th 
I n f .  Div,  l a n d e d  a t  Omaha  Be ach  on J u l y  1, 
1944. A f t e r  d i s c h a r g e  he  w o r k e d  in l o g i s t i c s  
with R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  F i n a n c e  C o r p .  in S t .  
Louis  ( w hi ch  l a t e r  becam e t h e  War A s s e t s  
C o r p .  a n d  t h e n  t h e  War A s s e t s  A d m i n i s t r a ­
t i o n ) .  S h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  he  w o r k e d  v/ith 
t h e  US Army F i n a n c e  C e n t e r ,  t h e n  t h e  
C o r p s  of  E n g i n e e r s  S u p p l y  C o n t r o l  Office  
in S t .  L ou is ,  t h e  Mobil i ty Com mand,  D e t ­
r o i t ,  a n d  f ina l ly  to t h e  Army Mater ie l  Com­
mand f rom which  he  r e t i r e d  in 1972. (A 
d e d i c a t e d  G o v t ,  employee!  ( E d . )

L a w r e n c e  D. M ar t i n ,  I&R P la to o n ,  4th I n f ,  
9th I n f .  Div,  joined h is  u n i t  a s  a r e p l a c e ­
ment  a t  S t .  Lo a n d  was on e  of  t h e  f i r s t  to 
go i n to  Belg ium .  He c r o s s e d  t h e  Meuse  
R i v e r  a n d  e n t e r e d  t h e  S i e g f r i e d  Line in to  
G e rm a n y  a t  R o t g e n .  He was on t h e  o u t ­
s k i r t s  of D u r e n  when  o r d e r e d  b a c k  in t o  t h e  
B u lg e .  His u n i t  t h e n  met Germa n p a r a ­
t r o o p s  n e a r  Monchow,  s e t  up  a d e f e n s e  a n d  
r e l i e v e d  t h e  99th Division  which  h a d  b e e n  
" c h o p p e d  u p . "  A f t e r  t h e  B u l g e ,  he  ju m p e d  
of f  a g a in  a t  R e m a g e n .  His u n i t  was t h e  
f i r s t  I n f a n t r y  to c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  b e f o r e  i t  
fe l l .  He was w o u n d e d  on ce  a n d  m is s i n g  
once^____________________________________________
Wm. J .  Smith s e r v e d  as  a Medic with t h e  
10th R e g t ,  5th In f .  Div.  a n d  w ho,  w h e n e v e r  
D ecem be r  ro l l s  a r o u n d ,  it i s n ' t  C h r i s t m a s  
he  t h i n k s  of ,  b u t  r a t h e r  co ld ,  cold Decem­
b e r  of 1944. T hi s  is  w hy his h e a t i n g  bill  is 
so h ig h!  He h a s  s e r v e d  h is  VFW p o s t  as  
A d ju t a n t  f o r  t h e  l a s t  24 y e a r s . . . a  p o s t  of 
n e a r l y  1,900 m e m b e r s .



A M E R I C A N  A R M O R E D  F O R C E  ME MO RI AL  A P P R O V E D
On Decembe r  18, 1986 The  Armored  Force  Monument Committee held a recept io n  honor ing  
t h o s e  c o n g r e s s m e n  who were  so i n s t r u m e n t a l  in ga in i ng  c o n g re ss io n a l  a p p r o v a l  of SJR 43 
an d  HJR 167. This  bill in i t s  f ina l form a u th o r iz e d  a monument  in th e  na t io n ' s  capi ta l  
a r e a  as a t r i b u t e  to th o se  "Men of Steel"  of  th e  American Armored Force .
Th e  g u e s t  s p e a k e r  was th e  h o n o ra b le  S e n a t o r  Strom T h u r m o n d .

S e v e r a l  members  of VBOB had  t h e  p r iv i l e g e  of a t t e n d i n g .  T hey  were  Jimmy Leach ,  one 
of t h e  pr ime l e a d e r s  of th e  commit tee ,  Clyde  Boden ,  Bob VanHouten ,  "L ucky"  Loiacono 
a n d  Sam Silverman from o u r  Exe c u t i v e  Committee.

VBOB was one  of  t h e  f i r s t  d o n o r s  to t h e  commit tee d u r i n g  i t s  i n f a n c y ,  p r o v id in g  $500 
f o r  se ed  money .  T h e y  have  a long w a y  to  go to meet th e  es t imated  $475,000.  The  monu­
ment  will b e  s u p p o r t e d  on ly  by  d o n a t io n s  a nd  a n y  of f e r in gs  by  in d i v id ua l  members  will 
be  most h e l p f u l .  The  g o v e r n m e n t  is p r o v i d i n g  only  t h e  land .

Dona t ions  may be mailed to Armored Fo rc e  Monument Committee,  P . O .  Box 1146, Fort  
Myer ,  VA 22211 o r  to VBOB a nd  we will f o r w a r d  i t .

The  fol lowing  re so lu t io n  is s ign ed  b y  Thomas P. O'Neill ,  J r . ,  S p e a k e r  of th e  House of 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  St rom T h u r m o n d ,  P r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  Sena te  p r o  Tempore  and  Ronald 
R e a g a n ,  P r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  United S t a te s  of  America and  is da te d  November 6 , 1986. . . . E d ,

Bmetji'ninth Congress of tht lanittd States of 2 tmtnca
AT THE SECOND SE SSIO N

B e g u n  a n d  h e ld  a t thm C ity  o j  W aahington  o n  T uesday, th e  itomniy^jlrai d a y  o f  Januurjp  
o n s  th o u s a n d  n in e  h u n d r e d  a n d  e lg h ty ^ lx

Joint ■Rtsolntfon
Authorizing astBblijhinent of « memorial to honor the American Armorad Foro*.

Resolved by the Senate and House o f Representatives o f the United 
States o f America in Congress assembled,
SECriGN 1. ESTABUSHMENT OF MEMORIAL.

(a) I n  G e n e r a l . — Subj êct to subsection (c), the organizationa 
specified in subsectiun ku) are authorized joixitly tc establish a 
memorial on Federal land in the District of Columbia or its environs 
to honor members of the American Armored Force who have served 
in armored units. The memorial shall commemorate the e:^ptional 
professionalism of the members of the American Armored i< orce And 
their efforts to maintain peace worldwide.

(b) O r g a n i z a t i o n s .—The organizations referred to in subsection 
(a) are: the Armored Force Monument Committee, the United States 
Armor Association, the United Statea Field Artillery Association, 
the World Wars Tank Corps Association, the Veterans of the Battle 
of the Bulge, the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment Association, the 
Tank Destroyer Association, the 1st, 2d, 8d, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 
9th, 10th, 11th, 12th, 13th, 14th, and 16th Armored Division Associa­
tions, the Council of Armored Division Associations, and the Na­
tional Association of Uniformed Services.

(c) S t a n d a r d s .—The memorial shall be established in accordance 
with the standards set forth in H.R. 4378, as passed by the Senate 
with amendments on September 10, 1986, and further amended by 
the House of Representatives on September 29, 1986, except that 
section 6(bXl) of H.R. 4378 shall not apply to the memorial
SEC. 2. PAYMENT OF EXPENSES.

The United States shall not pay any expense of establishment of 
the memoriaL
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VBOB RETURNS TO THE ARDENNES ONCE AGAIN
T h is  t r i p  was d i f f e r e n t  in t h a t  t h e r e  was 
o n ly  on e  b u s - l o a d  of  u s  t o u r i n g  Be lg ium,  
L u x e m b o u r g  a n d  t h e  e a s t e r n  t ip  of  t h e  
N e t h e r l a n d s .  T h a t  small ,  we w e r e  ab le  to 
go  to all t h e  l i t t l e  o u t - o f - t h e - w a y  to w n s  
w h e r e  fe l lows  ha d  f o u g h t  a n d  l i v sd  in c iv i l ­
ian homes  a n d  c a r r i e d  a w a y  warm memor ies .  
We w e r e  w i t n e s s e s  to some joyous  r e u n i o n s .  
S u c h  i n s t a n c e s  make  a t r i p  so much more 
m e a n i n g f u l .  Bob V a n H o u te n  ha d  p e r s u a d e d  
two of  h is  old Co.  A b u d d i e s ,  Dave  Bot -  
t ig g i  f rom C le v e l a n d  a n d  "Mac" C u n n i n g h a m  
f rom Fl o r i d a  a n d  t h e i r  c a p t a i n ,  C h a r l e s  H u n ­
t e r  f rom Alabama,  all  f rom t h e  16th FAOB,  
to come on t h e  t r i p  a n d  t h e y  s p e n t  a d a y ,  
d r i v e n  b y  Belg ian  m em be r s  of  CR IB A ,  
s e a r c h i n g  f o r  t h e  t i n y  town of  Auw,  G e r ­
many a n d  t h e  h o u s e  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  t h e i r  
command p o s t  on t h e  16th of  D e c e m b e r .

V/ell, you  n e v e r  saw f o u r  g u y s  t u m b le  ou t  
of  a c a r  so f a s t  a n d  p r a c t i c a l l y  d a n c e  in 
t h e  s t r e e t  ( in p o u r i n g  r a i n ) .  " T h i s  is i t !  
Y e s ,  it i s ! "  I f  t h e  o c c u p a n t s  w e r e  home, 
t h e y  r e m a in e d  h i d d e n ,  b u t  I'm s u r e  t h e y  
t h o u g h t  t h e y  w e r e  b e i n g  a t t a c k e d  b y  l u n a ­
t i c s .  T h e n  we f o r a g e d  on to P ru m  w h e r e  we 
h u n t e d  f o r  a r a i l r o a d  s t a t i o n  to which  Bob 
a n d  h u n d r e d s  of  p r i s o n e r s  w e re  h e r d e d  a n d  
k e p t  u n d e r  m a chi ne  g u n  g u a r d  o v e r n i g h t  
( in t h e  r a i n ) .  We c o u l d n ' t  f ind on e  t h a t  
was g l a s s - d o m e d ,  b u t  t h e  CRIBA people  
a r e  m a r v e l o u s  a t  r e s e a r c h  a n d  d i s c o v e r e d  
t h a t  it was  t h e  p l ace  w h e r e  we w e r e ,  b u t  
bu i l t  d i f f e r e n t l y  a f t e r  t h e  w a r  b e c a u s e  it 
ha d  b e e n  blown u p .

T h e  CRIBA peop le  had  a r e c e p t i o n  for  us  
a n d  s t a y e d  wi th us  f o r  f o u r  d a y s  d r i v i n g  
v a r i o u s  m e m b e r s  a r o u n d  t h e  Bu lg e  a r e a ,  
down l an es  too n a r r o w  f o r  th e  b u s s e s ,  
s h o w i n g  us  o u t - o f - t h e - w a y  p la ces  w h e r e  
p a r t s  of  t h e  b a t t l e s  w e re  f o u g h t ,  t e l l ing  
u n k n o w n  f a c t s  a b o u t  some of  t h e  b a t t l e s ,  
t a k i n g  u s  to f a r m e r s ’ homes  a n d  k n o c k i n g  
on t h e i r  d o o r s  so we could  se e  t h e i r  p r i v ­
a t e  " m u s e u m s "  of  a r t i f a c t s  t h e y  ha d  d u g  up  
f rom t h e i r  f i e l d s .  T h e r e  a r e  u n c o u n t e d  co l ­
le c t i o n s  l ike  t h a t  all o v e r  t h e  a r e a .

C R IB A ,  CA?.i a n d  CEBA in Belgium a n d  
L u x e m b o u r g  a r e  all p eopl e  who do  r e s e a r c h  
a n d  col lect  a r t i f a c t s  a n d  p h o t o s .  T h e y  
h a v e  r e c e p t i o n s  f o r  r e t u r n i n g  GIs a n d  
a b o v e  all o f f e r  f r i e n d s h i p ,  t h e i r  t ime ,  a n d  
homes  a n d  e f f o r t  t r y i n g  to f i n d  p eop le  o r  
p la c e s  f o r  a n y  s o l d i e r  who r e q u e s t s  i t .  And

t h e y  h a v e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  r e m a r k a b l e  r e s u l t s .

We e v e n  ha d  a r e c e p t i o n  in t h e  t i n y  m o u n t ­
ain f a r m i n g  town of  Wei ler ,  L u x e m b o u r g .
We w e r e  met with b a n n e r s  a n d  mus ic  wel­
coming  t h e  " L i b e r a t o r s "  b y  th e  whole 
school  c o n s i s t i n g  of  11 c h i l d r e n .  And we 
w ere  i n v i t e d  to a n o t h e r  muse um.

We v i s i t e d  t h e  A me r ic an  Mi li tary Ce m e te r ie s  
a t  Henr i  C h a p p e l l e ,  Be lg i um;  Hamm, Lu xe m ­
b o u r g ;  S t .  L a u r e n t - s u r - M e r , N o r m a n d y  and  
S u r e s n e s  (WV<I), P a r i s  w h e r e  w r e a t h s  were  
laid a n d  p r a y e r s  o f f e r e d  b y  o u r  t r a v e l i n g  
c h a p l a i n ,  R e v .  J o s e p h  K r o p f f ,  16th FAOB,  
Co. B ( C a l i f . )  T h e s e  a r e  all b e a u t i f u l ,  
p e a c e f u l  w e l l - k e p t  r e s t i n g  p l a c e s .

At t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  of  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  of 
F r a n c e ,  we s p e n t  f iv e  d a y s  in P a r i s  with 
m em ber s  of  t h e  t h r e e  r e s i s t a n c e  f i g h t e r  
g r o u p s .  We laid a w r e a t h  a t  Mt. Valerier .  
which is a m o nu m ent  to 4 ,500 P a r i s i a n s  
V i/ho w e r e  t o r t u r e d  a n d  ki l led b y  t h e  SS.  
T h e y  t h e n  w e r e  b u r i e d  in c e m e t e r i e s  all 
o v e r  P a r i s  so t h e  p e o p le  w o u l d n ' t  know how 
many ha d  b e e n  k i l l ed .  We a l so  laid a w r e a t h  
a t  t h e  l i t t l e  S t a t u e  of  L i b e r t y  which  is in 
t h e  c e n t e r  of  some c e l e b r a t i o n  a n d  e x h i b i t ­
i o n s .  We ha d  a l u n c h e o n  a t  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  
of  J a c q u e s  C h i r a c ,  m a y o r  of  P a r i s  an d  
P r e m i e r  of F r a n c e ,  a t  t h e  Hotel de  Ville 
( C i t y  Hall) which  is  j u s t  a s  b e a u t i f u l  as  
a n y  k i n g ' s  p a la c e .  We v i s i t e d  L a F a y e t t e ' s  
tomb in a f a s c i n a t i n g  old c e m e t e r y  a n d  
laid a w r e a t h .  We r o d e  a boa t  u p  a n d  down 
th e  Se ine  R i v e r ,  s e e i n g  all t h e  famous  h i s ­
to r i c  b u i l d i n g s .  In t h e  la te  a f t e r n o o n  o u r  
f o u r  b u s l o a d s  joined  t h e  C . A . R .  in m a r c h ­
i n g  down t h e  C h a m p s  E ly se e s  f o r  c e r e m o n ­
ies  a t  L 'A rc  de  T r i o m p h e ,  tomb of th e  
u n k n o w n .

A n o t h e r  d a y  we j o u r n e y e d  to Reims to v i s i t  
t h e  w ar  memor ia l ,  h a v e  a r e c e p t i o n  with 
t h e  ma yo r  a n d  v i s i t  T a i t t i n g e r  c h a m p a g n e  
c e l l a r s .  T h e y  w e r e  o r i g i n a l l y  e x c a v a t e d  b y  
t h e  Romans  f o r  t h e  l im es to ne  a n d  l a t e r  e n ­
l a r g e d  b y  monks  f o r  t h e i r  wine c e l l a r s .

Some of u s  took an  e x c u r s i o n  to t h e  V e r ­
sa i l l es  Pa lace  w h e r e  we w ere  all g o g g l e -  
e y e d  at  t h e  o p u l e n c e  a n d  o v e r a b u n d a n c e  of 
gold  leaf .  No w o n d e r  t h e  p e a s a n t s  r e ­
vo l te d  !

( C o n t i n u e d  on P ag e  19 )



VETERANS  
of the
16th FIELD ARTILLERY 
OBSERVATION BATTALION

From le f t ,  Charles  Hunter (C apt ,  
"A" B t r y ) ,  Dave B o tt ig g i ,  M. A.  
(mac)  Cunningham, Bob Van 
Houten (all of "A" B a t te r y )  and  
R ev .  Joe Kropff ("B" B t r y ) ,  a f ter  
re c e iv in g  medals from the P r e s i ­
dent  of Le Comite D'Action de  
R e s i s ta n c e ,  Les In va l id es ,  Par is ,  
October 1986.

OUK BELGIAN FRIEND & VBOB MEMBER. Andre Hubert ,  s e n d s  three  beautiful postage  
stamps i s su ed  by the Belgian pos to ff ice  commemorating the  4(Jth an n iv ersa ry  of the l ib­
erat ion .  They  are en larged  and reproduced  below.

LIBERATIO N O E S  C A M PS  
B EV R IJO IN Q  O ER  KA M PEN

J O H N  R .  L E S T E R  
Co m m a n d *

S a n d r a  M W a t k i n s
Aoj ot ant

coryt's (} ouniy (^outicii

(7 1  menca»i cJ3cgion, C^nc.

(Lf fpurlniful aj )^/ary/an(/

29 <946

Ut^teAa/ii oi -t/ie B a t t l e  oi Botgc 
AX.<.n: C/te/ctirt, r'\iL6-Ldii.itt
P. C. 3c-x ^ir,29 
AjiUngton, 222 10-21 Z9
Dcj2A P^e-s-uiei tt C k e . i z a n :

On beJiaXfi 0^  V i z  C u uritij C o u t i c ^  Oq -t/ic  f\r<Cy‘U z:i ii L u g io n ,
MoALjtand, I Moald tike -to take, thli opponXuniXij to 6aij Tkank Vou qci  ijouJl 

tnv<XaZcon to a t t e n d  tiic V£.dicMXion u{i tiic UejnonMiZ T-^ee mid Plaque U.' the.
mcjnoA.ij oi ijoiio ooug/ i t  and dizd -in -t/ie k ittv ^c  Bo-ttte -C/ie BiU^c.

Tiiank Voa oJLlom.nQ ^ o - i e  a i  *io-t ijiiX fau'ia ofi not p*LC.6CiU aX t}i£Lt batttz to 
goA.n a tittte. mo^e indigkt -into thz t c v e i  -tiioie u}ho loeAc tiieA .̂ T/iti dad^caticn, 
{̂ otioMtd by tho. laying th^ uyieat}\ at tliz Tomb the UnfeHOiOrt Soldicu uJCLi veAij 

and peA6onatty touciiing. The R e cep tcan  at tim TonX MiyC/ti '
Club uxLi a peÂ zcX {̂ tnaZz to tivit ktiito^c e.v<int.
Again, Tkank Vou cMouiing u6 to poAticUpatc in tliid poAt kidtonj.
VuuÂ , in 6eAuicz to God and Counti.y, I air.

fohn R. Le4-t£A., CoimandeA 
P ^ n c e  G e o ^ c ’^ County CounciZ 
The A/ne/Ucan Legion 
VepoAXment UoAyland
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Members Speak Out
R o b e r t  C a t l i n ,  C o .  L,  3 59 th  I n f ,  9 0 th  D iv ,  
w r i t e s  o f  h i s  c o m p a n y  s p e a r h e a d i n g  i n t o  
t h e  B u l g e  n e a r  Wi l t z ,  L u x e m b o u r g ,  w i t h  
f o u r  t a n k s  o f  t h e  6 t h  A r m d .  D i v .  on  9 J a n
45 w h e n  h e  w a s  w o u n d e d .  A n y o n e  w h o  
r e m e m b e r s  B o b  ma y  w r i t e  him a t  4310 
B e a r s d a l e  R d ,  D e c a t u r ,  IL 62526 .

H o m e r  E .  K n i c l e y ,  S r ,  C o .  C ,  31st T a n k  
B n ,  7 th  A r m d .  D iv ,  w a s  w o u n d e d  1 /21/45 
a t  S t .  V i t h  a t  a g e  18 a n d  s p e n t  o v e r  19 
m o n t h s  in  h o s p i t a l s .  S i n c e  t h e n  h e  h a s  
w o r k e d  a s  C h i e f ,  V e h i c l e  M a i n t e n a n c e  F a c ­
i l i t y ,  US P o s t a l  S e r v i c e ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C .  
He i s  a  n e w  l i f e  m e m b e r  o f  V B O B .

W. D.  Wi ll iams w a s  w i t h  t h e  7 t h  A r m d .  D iv .  
a t  C a m p  P o l k ,  LA a n d  s h i p p e d  o u t  to  f o r m  
t h e  7 4 0 th  T a n k  B n .  a t  F t .  K n o x  a n d  
a t t a c h e d  t o  v a r i o u s  d i v i s i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  
B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u l g e .  He j u s t  r e t i r e d  a f t e r  
34 y e a r s  w i t h  a VA h o s p i t a l .

E a r l  D.  T e r r y ,  C o .  L ,  3 5 7 t h  B n ,  9 0 th  D i v ,  
w r i t e s  to  s a y  h e  w a l k e d  a l l  t h e  w a y  t h r o u g h  
t h e  A r d e n n e s  C a m p a i g n  a n d  w a s  w o u n d e d  
t w i c e ,  m e d i c a l l y  d i s c h a r g e d  a n d  h a s  l i v e d  
on  a r a n c h  u n t i l  h e  r e t i r e d .

D e l m a r  E.  W i l so n ,  Co .  C ,  3 0 5 th  E n g r ,  8 0 t h  
D i v ,  l e f t  s e r v i c e  to  f a r m  a n d  r u n  a d r i l l  
a n d  a d o z e r  a n d  d i d  b l a s t i n g  w o r k  in  a 
s t r i p  m in e  f o r  2 0  y e a r s .

D o y le  E.  S t a y d e n ,  S r . ,  C o .  C ,  6 0 th  A r m d .  
I n f .  B n ,  9 t h  A r m d .  D iv .  w a s  w o u n d e d  
a n d  t a k e n  p r i s o n e r  on  16 Dec  44 in L u x e m ­
b o u r g .  A f t e r  w o r k i n g  32 y e a r s  h e  r e t i r e d  
e a r l y  w i t h  a  h e a r t  c o n d i t i o n .

K e n n e t h  R e i t e r ,  413th AAA 90mm,  F i r s t  US 
A r m y ,  v i s i t e d  F r a n c e  on  D - D a y ,  f o u n d  h i s  
u n i t  i s  e n t i t l e d  to  t h e  B r o n z e  S t a r  f o r  
t h o s e  w h o  h o ld  a C e r t i f i c a t e  o f  M e r i t .

J o h n  J .  S w e e n e y ,  61st A I B ,  10th A r m d .
D i v ,  f i n a l l y  g o t  al l  h i s  s i x  c h i l d r e n  g r a d ­
u a t e d  f r o m  c o l l e g e  a n d  i s  now g e t t i n g  
r e a d y  t o  r u n  in t h e  New  J e r s e y  M a r a t h o n  
t h i s  m o n t h  f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  L o n g  I s l a n d  a n d  
D u b l i n ,  I r e l a n d ,  M a r a t h o n s  in May a n d  
O c t o b e r .

C h a r l e s  R .  H o g g ,  S r . ,  Co .  D,  6 9 th  T a n k  
B n ,  6 t h  A r m d .  D i v ,  T h i r d  US A r m y ,  
w o r k e d  a s  a n  a c c o u n t a n t  f o r  U . S .  S t e e l  
a f t e r  WWIl.  F o l l o w i n g  t h e  d e a t h  o f  h i s  w i f e ,  
h e  r e c e n t l y  r e m a r r i e d  a n d  f e e l s  t h i s  m a y  
b e  t h e  r e a s o n  h i s  d u e s  w e r e  l a t e .

nnlap s
T h e  n a m e s  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
VBOB m e m b e r s  w h o s e  n o t i ­
f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  d ^ a t h  w a s  
r e c e i v e d  s i n c e  t h e  VBO B 
M e m b e r s h i p  M e e t i n g  in 1985 

w e r e  r e a d  b y  C h a p l a i n  G e o r g e  W. Ha l l ,  J r .  , 
a t  a m e m o r ia l  s e r v i c e  d u r i n g  o u r  F i f t h  G e n ­
e r a l  M e m b e r s h i p  M e e t i n g  o n  N o v e m b e r  7,  
1986:

B a r c e ,  Le o  A.

B e n d e r ,  Har wood  

B e n n e t t ,  R o g e r  E.  

B i l l e r ,  H e r b e r t  L.  

B l a s e ,  W i l l a r d  G.  

C a m p b e l 1 ,  J o s e p h  E . 

C a v a l l o ,  R o c c o  A.  

C h e s n e y ,  We l do n  R.  

C o m b s , Wi 1 1 i am E . 

C o m p t o n ,  H e n r y  J .  

D o b s o n ,  R o b e r t  S . J r .  

E n g l e ,  H a r r i s o n  H. 

E r i n a k e s ,  P e t e r  

F i n c h ,  Raymond E.  

C r e c o ,  R i c h a r d  L.  

Hammer,  Wa r r e n  R.  

H a r t s g r o v e ,  C h a r l e s  R.  

H e n d e r s o n ,  N o r r i s  D.  

H e n d r i c k ,  E l m p e r  F.  

H o b g o o d ,  G e o r g e  M. 

H o h i n g ,  R o b e r t  C.

Hoi  b r o o k , W i 1 1 a r d  A.  

H o l m e s ,  R e x f o r d  C.  S.  

H o u s t o n ,  R o b e r t  J .  

J a c o b s ,  M a u r i c e  

J o n e s ,  C a s e y  N.

Ki n d r e d ,  E l i  z a b e t h  M. 

K r a u s ,  Le o  J .

L a l u m i a ,  Thomas  M. 

L a t h r o p ,  D i x  

L i n d s e y ,  Le Ro y  E.  

L o n t z ,  H a r o l d  J .

L u t z , Da v i  d M.

Ma d e r i  s , M e l v i  n L .

M a r c o t t e ,  H o r m a d i s  J .  
M a r t i n ,  V e r n o n  G . ,  S r .  

M a t h e w s ,  G e o r g e  D.  

M c A n d r c w s ,  Thomas  P.

N i c h o l s , Wi 1 1 i a m W. 

N i c o l a z z o ,  A l b e r t  0 .  

P e n t e c o s t ,  M a r t i n  T.  

P o l a n d ,  H a r o l d  E . , S r .  

R e n d a ,  J o s e p h  G.  

R h o d e h a m e l , R o b e r t  I .  

R i c e d o r f ,  B e r n a r d  E.  

R o b i n s o n ,  J o h n  M.

R u s s e l  1 ,  Pa u l  

R y a n,  Ward S .

S a l e k ,  J o h n  B.  

S c h a m b e r g e r ,  Howard  

S p i n k ,  H a r o l d  G.  

S t e p h e n s ,  J a c k  W. 

S t e w a r t ,  C h a r l e s  D.  

S t o u f f e r ,  Wayne L.  

T h o m p s o n ,  R i c h a r d  A.  

T o z e r ,  R o b e r t  E.

T r o y ,  Raymond E.

T r u e x ,  B e r t i c e  

V a n H e r w e g ,  L a w r e n c e  

V a r a n k a ,  M i c h a e l  

V i e l , Fr a n k  J .

Wei r , A l v i n  K.

W h i s e h u n t ,  GE o r g e  M.

Whi t t e c a r , W i 1 1 i am 0 .  

Z i n s c h l a g ,  Edward N.  

W h i t e ,  I v a n  A.

MAY THEIR SOULS ALL 

REST IN PEACE...............

From left, VBOB’s Wm. R. Hemphill, Treasurer; 
Eugene G. Drouiliard, Vice President for Military 
Affairs; and Bob Lemmon, Editor.
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Members Speak Out
E r n e s t  L.  B r o w n ,  C o .  F ,  1st P i t ,  32 8 th  
I n f ,  2 6 t h  I n f .  D iv ,  s e n d s  s t o r i e s  b y  c o m ­
r a d e s  F r a n k  M e ie r ,  J a m e s  Z e l l n e r ,  Slim & 
B u z z  L y c h o c k  a n d  h i s  v i s i t  t o  L u x e m b o u r g  
a n d  G e r m a n y .  S p a c e  p r o h i b i t s  p u b l i c a t i o n  
o f  t h e s e  i n t e r e s t i n g  a r t i c l e s ,  b u t  E r n i e  
a s k s  to  h e a r  f r o m  a n y o n e  w h o  f o u g h t  a t  
E s c h d o r f ,  Mon S c h u m a n  C r o s s  R o a d s  a n d  
S a a r l a u t e r n  ( n o w  n a m e d  S a a r l o u i s - R o d e n ) .  
He c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  a t  P . O .  B o x  1415, Ma t -  
t h e r s ,  NC 28106.

E.  L a c y  S a t t e r f i e l d ,  J r . ,  C o .  A,  3 3 0 th  I n f ,  
83d  I n f .  D i v ,  t e l l s  u s  h e  e a r n e d  t h r e e  b a t ­
t l e  s t a r s  w i t h  h i s  u n i t .  He r e t u r n e d  ho me  
a n d  f a r m e d  a n d  r a i s e d  t o b a c c o ,  t h e n  g o t  a 
j o b  w i t h  AT&T f o r  34 y e a r s .  H e ' s  
r e t u r n e d  t o  E u r o p e  f i v e  t i m e s  s i n c e  WWII. 
H e ' d  l ik e  to  h e a r  f r o m  Co .  A c o m r a d e s  -  
w r i t e  L a c y  a t  P r o s p e c t  Hi l l ,  NC 27314.

M e ad e  E d w a r d s ,  Co .  D,  932d  S i g .  B n ,  9 th  
A F ,  w o r k e d  f o r  a n  oil  c o m p a n y  a n d  a u t o  
p a r t s  c o n c e r n  a f t e r  VVVVII. M e a d e  w a s  a 
t r u c k  d r i v e r  a n d  h a u l e d  r a d i o  e q u i p m e n t  
f r o m  t h e  E n g l i s h  C h a n n e l  to  N o r m a n d y  
t h r o u g h  S t .  Lo .  "W h at  a job  to  k e e p  u p  
w i t h  G e n .  P a t t o n  on  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s . "
M e a d e  w a n t s  to  h e a r  f r o m  h i s  b u d d i e s  -  
w r i t e  him a t  333 E ly  S t ,  W a s h i n g t o n  C o u r t  
H o u s e ,  OH 43160.

D o n a l d  H.  B u r m e i s t e r ,  C o .  E,  3 46 th  I n f ,  
8 7 th  I n f .  D i v ,  j o i n e d  a v o l u n t e e r  g r o u p  o f  
a  Lt  a n d  10-11 men  o f  a p a t r o l  g r o u p  w h ic h  
o p e r a t e d  a t  n i g h t .  T h e y  n e v e r  w o r e  h e l ­
m e t s  ( w h i c h  w o u l d  m a k e  n o i s e  i f  k n o c k e d  
o f f  t h e i r  h e a d s ) .  Don m a d e  45 p a t r o l s .

I r a  E .  B l a d e n ,  H / H ,  393d R e g t ,  99 th  I n f .  
D iv ,  r e m e m b e r s  h i s  t r a v e l s  t o  E n g l a n d ,  
F r a n c e , B e l g i u m  a n d  on  i n t o  G e r m a n y  -  t h e  
E l s e n b o r n e  R i d g e  -  t h e  R h i n e  R i v e r .  He 
w a s  i n j u r e d  in  a l a n d  m in e  a c c i d e n t  a n d  
e v a c u a t e d  to  E n g l a n d  a n d  t h e  U SA .  I r a  
w a n t s  to  h e a r  f r o m  b u d d i e s  W y a t t ,  F r e n c h y  
a n d  H o o p e r .  W r i t e  I r a  a t  B o x  9 7A ,  H o k e s  
Mill R d ,  R o n c e v e r t e ,  WV 24970 .

him a t  O r a n g e  Bl o ss o m  G a r d e n s ,  3 -2 3  S i l v e r  
O a k  A v e . ,  L a d y  L a k e ,  FL 32659.  

D o y l e  L.  G u n n , C o .  G,  117th I n f ,  3 0 th  I n f .  
D i v ,  r e c e n t l y  r e t i r e d  f ro m  a c a r e e r  wi th  a 
l i f e  i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n y ,  w a n t s  to  h e a r  f r o m  
o t h e r  m e m b e r s  o f  h i s  u n i t  a n d  o f  t h e  91st 
G e n .  H o s p .  in  E n g l a n d . Wr i t e  him a t  PO Box  
550 ,  B a y  S p r i n g s ,  MS 3 9 4 2 2 . ________________

R i c h a r d  E.  H a s s o ,  Bn  SGM of  740 th  R w y .  
O p e r a t i n g  B n ,  a t t a c h e d  to  7 th  A r m y ,  k e p t  
s u p p l y  t r a i n s  r u n n i n g  in  B e lg iu m  a n d  L u x ­
e m b o u r g  a n d  v i s i t e d  t h e  L i e g e / N a m u r  a r e a  
a b o u t  15 y e a r s  a g o .  He i s  a r e t i r e d  r a i l ­
r o a d  c o n d u c t o r  f r o m  C o n r a i l  a f t e r  38 y e a r s  
a n d  v e r y  a c t i v e  a s  A d j u t a n t  o f  h i s  VFW 
p o s t  in L a t h a m ,  NY .  I f  a n y  o t h e r  m e m b e r s  
h a v e  a g o o d  w o r d  f o r  t h e  M i l i t a ry  R a i l w a y  
S e r v i c e ,  l e t ' s  h e a r  i t .

J a m e s  H.  L i e d e l ,  820 th  TD B n ,  w a s  c a p ­
t u r e d  in t h e  A r d e n n e s  a n d  m a r c h e d  f o r  
t h r e e  d a y s  a n d  n i g h t s  w i t h  n o t h i n g  to  e a t  
o r  d r i n k ,  i i e r d e d  i n t o  b o x c a r s  w i t h o u t  
s p a c e  to  s i t  d o w n  f o r  e i g h t  d a y s .  C a p ­
t u r e d  in D e c .  1944, libPT’pitpd in A nr i l  1945. 
h e  lo s t  85 l b s .  D y i n g  n f  s t a r v a t i o n ,  
b o m b e d  a n d  s t r a f e d  b y  Al l ied  p l a n e s ,  he  
s u r v i v e d  t h e  b o x c a r  j o u r n e y .  While in 
p o o r  h e a l t h ,  J im s t i l l  t h a n k s  God f o r  b e i n g  
l u c k i e r  t h a n  m a n y .

R a y m o n d  X.  ( J o n e s )  J e n c h o w s k i ,  Co .  B,  
5 0 4 th  P a r a c h u t e  I n f .  R e g t ,  82d AB D i v ,  a 
n a t i v e  o f  C h i c a g o ,  r e t i r e d  to  c e n t r a l  F l o r ­
i d a .  He s e r v e d  o v e r s e a s  f r o m  O r a n  to  B e r ­
l in a s  a 60mm m o r t a r  c r e w m a n .  Whi le  a c t i v e  
in n u m e r o u s  s p o r t s ,  h e ' s  l o n g i n g  f o r  n e w s  
f r o m  e x - b u d d i e s .  He a s k s  t h a t  a n y o n e  p a s ­
s i n g  t h r o u g h  C e n t r a l  F l o r i d a  s t o p  in to  v i s i t

F r a n c i s  T . A n d r e w s ,  Co .  B ,  54 th  S i g .  B n ,  
18th A b n ,  w r i t e s  t h a t  A l b u q u e r q u e  h a d  a 
b i g  s n o w  s t o r m  in m i d - J a n u a r y  a n d  lo o k e d  
e x a c t l y  l i k e  t h e  A r d e n n e s  a s  mo s t  o f  u s  
k n e w  i t .  He w a l k e d  a r o u n d  t h e  b a c k  o f  h i s  
ho m e  in t h e  s n o w  f o r  o v e r  a n  h o u r  a n d  
<=:ays t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  t h a t  now h e  c a n  g o  
in o u t  o f  t h e  c o l d . . . i n  t h e  B u l g e  y o u  
c o u l d n ' t  r u n  ho m e  to  Mama!

A l e x a n d e r  G l a s s ,  5 26 th  O r d .  Co .  ( H . M . ) ,
1st US A r m y ,  V C o r p s ,  t e l l s  u s  h i s  u n i t  
f o l lo w ed  t h e  D . D .  t a n k s  o n t o  O m a h a  B e a c h  
a n d  t h a t  o n l y  a f ew  m a d e  i t .  A lex  s a y s  
"W hen  y o u r  d u e s  a r e  d u e ,  y o u  k n o w  w h a t  
y o u  h a v e  to  d o .  S e n d  t h e m  in f a s t ,  so  t h e  
V B O B  will  l a s t !  A n d  l a s t ! "  He w r i t e s  of  
t r y i n g  t o  l o c a t e  a f a m i ly  in  V e r v i e r s  wi th  
who m h e  s p e n t  s e v e r a l  m o n t h s  " b a c k  t h e n "  
a n d  h a s  a s k e d  Mr.  P e p i n s t e r ,  VB O B f r i e n d  
o f  V e r v i e r s  to  h e l p  him l o c a t e  h i s  f r i e n d s  
t h e r e .
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Reunion
8 0 th  D i v i s i o n  V e t e r a n s  A s s n .  (WVVI&II), 22-  
26 J u l y  1987,  T u r f  I n n ,  A l b a n y ,  NY.  C o n ­
t a c t  Ed B r e d b e n n e r ,  141 H o n n e s s  L a n e ,  
I t h a c a ,  NY 14850.

7 th  A r m o r e d  D i v . A s s n . ,  9-12 S e p .  1987,
S t .  L o u i s ,  MO. C o n t a c t  F .  A.  vVickerham,  
935 W e s tv i e w  D r . ,  L o u i s v i l l e ,  KY 40214.

F o u r t h  A r m o r e d  D iv .  A s s n . ,  13-15 A u g  
1987, E x e c u t i v e  I n n ,  L o u i s v i l l e ,  KY.  C o n ­
t a c t  S a m u e l  A.  S c h e n k e r ,  S r . ,  2440 V ic ­
t o r i a  D r i v e ,  S h a r o n ,  PA 16146.

C o .  A,  17th A r m d .  E n g r .  B n ,  2d A r m d .
D i v ,  28-31 May 1987, R a d i s s o n  P l a z a  Ho te l ,  
N a s h v i l l e ,  T N .  C o n t a c t  Wi l la rd  C u r t i s ,  110 
S .  R e v e n a ,  A n n  A r b o r ,  MI 48103.

527 th  E n g r .  L t .  P o n t o o n  C o . ,  3d w e e k e n d  
J u l y  1987, Des  M o in e s ,  l A .  C o n t a c t  Mar ion  
T-. M u n s i n g e r .  402 -  9 t h  A v e . .  E l d o r a ,  lA 
50627 .

16th F i d .  A r t y .  O b s .  B n ,  26- 28  J u n  87,  
D r a w b r i d g e  I n n ,  F t .  M i t ch e l l ,  KY.  C o n t a c t  
H o u s t o n  Mo se ly ,  P . O .  B ox  767,  C h a r l e s t o n ,  
WV 25323.

177th F A ,  B t r y  C ,  1-2 A u g  87.  C o n t a c t  A n ­
t h o n y  F .  T o r r t a sz c w sk i ,  441 11th S t . ,  N . ,
Wise.  R a p i d s ,  WI 54494 .

2d I n d i a n h e a d  D iv .  A s s n ,  15-18 J u l  87 ,  A u s ­
t i n ,  XX.  C o n t a c t  Bil l  C r e e c h ,  16224 O x b o w ,  
B u d a ,  XX.

X h e  M a n c h u  A s s n ,  ( 9 t h  I n f .  R e g t . )  15-18 
J u l  87,  A u s t i n ,  XX.  C o n t a c t  O s c a r  F e t t i g ,  
2603 O m a h a ;  P i t t s b \ ] r g ,  KS 66762 .

2 8 th  I n f .  D i v . ,  16-19 S e p  87,  F o r t  I n d i a n -  
t o w n  G a p ,  P A.  C o n t a c t  28 t h  D iv .  H e r i t a g e  
A s s n ,  14th & C a l d e r  S t s ,  H a r r i s b u r g ,  FA

7 6th  I n f .  D iv ,  1-4 O c t  87 ,  O r l a n d o ,  FL .  
C o n t a c t  E.  C.  C u t l e r ,  J r . ,  R R 2 ,  B o x  6 8 , 
J a c k s o n  A v e ,  New W i n d s o r ,  NY 12550.

14th C a v a l r y  G r o u p  (18th & 32d S q d n s ) ,
11-13 S e p  87,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D C .  C o n t a c t  B o b  
L e o n a r d ,  6302 Alamo S t ,  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  VA 
22150 b e f o r e  10 A u g  87.

820 th  X . D .  B n ,  1st w e e k e n d  O c t  87,  l o c a ­
t io n  u n k n o w n .  C o n t a c t  A.  B.  W i g g i n t o n ,
511 K o g e r  C i r c l e ,  S o m e r s e t ,  KY 42501.

11th A r m d .  D iv .  A s s n ,  12-16 A u g  87 ,  S t .  
L o u i s ,  MO. C o n t a c t  A l f r e d  P f e i f f e r ,  2328 
A d m i r a l  S t . ,  A l i q u i p p a ,  PA 15001.

I4 th  X a n k  B n ,  9 th  A r m d .  D i v . ,  19-23 A u g  
87,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  DC.  C o n t a c t  Dee  P a r i s ,  
13110 H o l d r i d g e  R d ,  S i l v e r  S p r i n g ,  MD 20906.

B t r y .  B,  135th AAA G un  B n ,  May 15-17,
1987, Wi ldwood C r e s t ,  N J .  C o n t a c t :  R o b t .  
W. B r a d l e y ,  207 E.  C a r d i n a l  R d ,  Wildwood 
C r e s t ,  NJ 08260.

A B t r y ,  771st FA B n ,  J u l y  2 4- 25 ,  1987, 
A i r p o r t  Hi l ton  I n n ,  N a s h v i l l e ,  XN.  C o n ­
t a c t :  L a r r y  M c P h e r s o n ,  606 S u t t o n  D r ,  
X e n i a ,  OH 45385.

704 th  XD B n .  A s s n ,  A u g .  13-15, 1987, F t .  
K n o x ,  KY.  C o n t a c t :  W al te r  R i g h t o n ,  29 
W. Wi lkins  L a n e ,  P l a i n f i e l d ,  IL 60544.

X e n t h  A r m o r e d  D iv i s i o n ,  L a b o r  Day  Week­
e n d ,  Omni N e t h e r l a n d s  H ot e l ,  C i n c i n n a t i ,  
OH.  ( C o n t a c t  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  a t  P . O .  Box 
3325 H y a t t s v i l l e ,  MD 2078 7) .

28 5 th  FA O b s n .  B n ,  S e p t .  11-13, 1987. 
C n n t a o t  C h a r l e s  A. H am m er ,  767 P e a r l  
A v e ,  Ma nh e im ,  PA 17545.

2d X a n k  B n ,  9 th  A r m d .  Div ,  J u l y  14-17, 
1987, Des  Moine s ,  lA .  C o n t a c t ;  J o h n  G a n -  
s e r ,  713 -  42d S t ,  Des  Moin es ,  IA 50312.

99 th  I n f .  D iv .  A s s n ,  J u l y  2 2- 26 ,  1987, 
P i t t s b u r g h  H i i io n .  Cotiifctul; Hai-i-y S .  
C r o s s e y ,  5941W. L e l a n u  A v e ,  C h i c a g o ,
IL 60630

30 th  I n f a n t r y  Div .  A s s n ,  S e p t .  8-11, L a k e  
B u e n a  V i s t a ,  F L .  ( C o n t a c t  S a u l  S o lo n ,  
13645 W h i p p e t  Way E a s t ,  D e l r a y  B e a c h ,  FL 
3 34 4 5) .

87 th  D iv i s i o n ,  S e p t .  2 3 - 27 ,  A l b a n y ,  NY.  
C o n t a c t  A r n o l d  L. B a l l a r d ,  408 C u s h i n g  
A v e ,  D a y t o n ,  OH 45429.

702d XD B n ,  A u g  13-15, I t h a c a ,  NY C o n ­
t a c t  E a r l  F .  S c h o l z ,  4042 S.  C a u l f i e l d  A v e ,  
S t .  F r a n c i s ,  WI 53207.

134th I n f ,  35 th  D iv i s i o n ,  S e p t .  16-20,  Colo­
r a d o  S p r i n g s ,  CO.  C o n t a c t  J a m e s  G r a f f ,  
C-134,  PO Box 54,  M i d d l e t o w n ,  IL 62666.
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T h e  o f f i c e  t e l l s  me we h a v e  m o r e  m e m b e r s  w h o s e  e d i t i o n s  o f  o u r  
n e w s l e t t e r  a r e  b e i n g  r e t u r n e d  f o r  l a ck  o f  a c u r r e n t  a d d r e s s .
T h e s e  m e m b e r s  a r e  B a u g h m a n  (11th A r m d .  D i v ,  21st A rm d  I n f ,  
Re co n  H q ) ,  H e n d r i c k s o n  (10th A r m d .  D iv ,  11th T k .  B n ,  Co .  C ) ,  
K o b y k  ( 2 6 t h  I n f .  D iv ,  101st I n f ,  390 th  AAA AW B n ,  Co .  A) a n d  
P a n e k  ( 2 8 t h  I n f .  D iv ,  H q .  Co ,  A n t i - T a n k  P l a t o o n ) .  I f  a n y  
r e a d e r s  h a v e  n e w s  o f  t h e s e  m e n ,  p l e a s e  d r o p  VBO B a l in e .

J u s t  s o  o u r  c o m b a t - t y p e  m e m b e r s  d o n ' t  c o n s i d e r  t h e  E d i t o r  s im p ly  
a w r i t e r ,  I w a n t  y ' a l l  t o  k n o w  t h a t  I p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  t h e  N o r m a n d y  
N o r t h e r n  F r a n c e ,  A r d e n n e s ,  R h i n e l a n d  a n d  C e n t r a l  E u r o p e  Ca m­
p a i g n s  ( U t a h  B e a c h ) ,  t h e n  d i r e c t l y  on  to  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e  I s l a n d s  
( L u z o n )  a n d  t h e n  d i r e c t l y  on  to  J a p a n  ( T o k y o )  b e f o r e  t h e  A rm y 
l e t  me come ho m e .  F o l l o w i n g  al l  t h i s  w a s  y t d r s  in  K or e a  
( I n c h o n )  a n d  t h e n  a  y e a r  in  V ie tn am  ( S a i g o n  a n d  L o n g  B i n h ) .

P e r i o d i c a l l y  we m u s t  b e  r e m i n d e d  w h a t  s om e  o v e r s e a  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
a r e ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  a b b r e v i a t i o n s  u s e d  in  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  so  h e r e  g o e s .  
CAM ( B e l g i u m )  -  C e n t r e ^  D ' A r c h e o l o g i e  M i l i t a i r e ,  CAR ( F r a n c e )  -  
Comi te  d ' A c t i o n  d e  la R e s i s t a n c e ,  CEBA ( L u x e m b o u r g )  -  C e r c l e  
d ' E d u d e s  s u r  la B a t a i l l e  d e s  A r d e n n e s  a n d  CR IB A  ( B e l g i u m )  -  
C e n t e r  f o r  R e s e a r c h  a n d  I n f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  A r d e n n e s .

A rm y  P e r s o n n e l  R e c o r d s  in  S t .  L o u i s ,  MO a d v i s e s  t h a t  i n q u i r i e s  
c o n c e r n i n g  a w a r d s  ( B r o n z e  S t a r ,  e t c . )  s h o u l d  b e  d i r e c t e d  to  
o f f i c e  s y m b o l  P S E - A W .  ( A n  e a r l i e r  a n n o u n c e m e n t  on  t h i s  s u b j e c t  
a p p a r e n t l y  c i t e d  a n  i n c o r r e c t  o f f i c e  s y m b o l ) .

V B O B ' s  CR IBA  f r i e n d  in  B e l g i u m ,  A n d r e  H u b e r t ,  r e p o r t s  t h a t  
CR IB A h a s  a  new  h e a d q u a r t e r s  t h e r e .  I t s  a d d r e s s  i s  now 22,  
T h i e r  d e  la C h a r t r e u s e ,  4020 L i e g e  ( B e l g i u m ) .  Mail s h o u l d  go  
to  C R I B A ' s  S e c r e t a r y :  P i e r r e  C o s s e t ,  20,  r u e  d e s  F r a i s i e r s ,
4410 V o t t e m ,  ( L i e g e )  B e l g i u m .

D u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  VBO B t r i p  to  t h e  B u l g e  A r e a ,  Bo b  a n d  B e v  Van  
H o u te n  w e r e  so  i m p r e s s e d  w i th  t h e  t i n y  m o u n t a i n - t o p  s c h o o l  in  
Wei le r ,  L u x e m b o u r g  ( t h e  w h o le  s c h o o l  o f  e l e v e n  c h i l d r e n )  a n d  
t h e  e n t h u s i a s m  of  t h e  t e a c h e r ,  M arc e l  S c h e i d w e i l e r . Bob  a n d  
Bev  d e c i d e d  to  o p e n  u p  t h e  w o r l d  f o r  th e m  a n d  h e l p  s u p p l y  
some  to o l s  f o r  s t u d y .  ( O t h e r  m e m b e r s  h a v e  a l s o  e x p r e s s e d  t h e  
sa me  d e s i r e ) .  T h e y  o b t a i n e d  12 R a n d  McNal ly  a t l a s e s  o f  t h e  
U . S . ,  C a n a d a  a n d  Me xico  a n d  h a v e  s e n t  t h e m  in t h e  nam e  of  
VBOB to  t h e  s c h o o l  w i t h  T h e  R e v .  G e o r g e  VV. Hal l ,  J r .  f o o t i n g  
t h e  bi l l  f o r  p o s t a g e .  We a r e  s u r e  t h e  a t l a s e s  wil l  b e  g r e a t l y  
a p p r e c i a t e d  a n d  u s e d  in  m a n y  w a y s  b y  t h e  e n t e r p r i s i n g  Mr .  
S c h e i d w e i l e r .  T h e r e  h a s  b e e n  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  b e t w e e n  q u i t e  a 
f ew m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  1986 t r i p  a n d  t h e  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n ,  a n d  we 
f i n d  t h e r e  i s  s t iH m u c h  a c t i v e  i n t e r e s t  in  o u r  v i s i t  w o r k e d  i n t o  
t h e i r  s c h o o l  l e s s o n s .

A n y o n e  i n t e r e s t e d  in  a c o p y  o f  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  134th I n f a n t r y ,  
35 th  D i v i s i o n ,  s h o u l d  c o n t a c t  J a m e s  G r a f f ,  134 -C,  Box  54,  Mid­
d l e t o n ,  IL 62666.  C o s t  -  $25 p r e p a i d  p r o v i d e d  500 o r d e r s  a r e  
r e c e i v e d  p r i o r  to  p r i n t i n g .
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Members Speak Out
J o h n  J .  F l y n n ,  1st B n .  H q ,  3 3 4 t h  I n f ,  84 th  
I n f .  D iv ,  s a y s  h e ' s  r e t i r e d  f r o m  a n  E n g i n ­
e e r i n g  c a r e e r .  D u r i n g  t h e  A r d e n n e s  C a m ­
p a i g n  J o h n  e a r n e d  tw o  B r o n z e  S t a r  Me da l s  
f o r  k n o c k i n g  o u t  tw o  T i g e r  t a n k s  a n d  a 
m a c h i n e g u n  n e s t  on  C h r i s t m a s  D ay  w i th  a 
b a z o o k a  in M a r c h e .  L a t e r ,  h e  w a s  w o u n d e d ,

T h o m a s  F .  S t a c k ,  291st E n g r .  C o m b a t  B n ,  
s e n d s  t h i s  f o t o  o f  a m o n u m e n t  d e d i c a t e d  to 
h i s  u n i t  b y  p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  A r d e n ­
n e s .  I t  i s  l o c a t e d  on R o u t e  N23 b e t w e e n  
T r o i s  F o n t s  a n d  W e r b o m o n t  a n d  r e a d s :

?»?•
H e r e  on  18 Dec  

a n t s  o f  t h e  291st  B n ,  1111 E n g r .  C o m b a t  Gp ,  
v i c t o r i o u s l y  opposv^d t h e  a r m o r e d  s p e a r ­
h e a d  o f  I h e  1st SS

1 V \ o f  —

J o h n  P .  F i r e s t o n e ,  Co .  I ,  317th I n f ,  80 th  
I n f .  D i v ,  w a s  a m a c h i n e - g u n n e r .  A f t e r  
t h e  w a r ,  h e  w a s  a p o l i c e m a n  f o r  25 y e a r s  
w i th  B a l t i m o r e ' s  P o l i c e  D e p t .  He t h e n  
m o v e d  to  T i t u s v i l l e ,  FL ( w h i c h  h e  c a l l s  
" H e a v e n . " )  A n y  o t h e r  m e m b e r s  o f  I Co .  
o u t  t h e r e ? _________________________________________

W i l b u r  S h e l l e y ,  Co .  B ,  6 0 th  A I B ,  9 t h  A rm d  
D i v ,  w r i t e s  t h a t  h e  w a s  in  E c h t e r n a c h ,  
L u x e m b o u r g ,  w h e n  t h e  G e r m a n  t r o o p s  
c r o s s e d  t h e  r i v e r .  He w a s  w o u n d e d  D ec .  
2 0 th  n e a r  B a s t o g n e .  A f t e r  WVVII W i l b u r  
[ i i a r r i e d  a n d  h a d  s e v e n  c h i l d r e n  a n d  r a i s e d  
a n  a b a n d o n e d  g i r l  a n d  a g r a n d - d a u g h t e r .

V i n c e n t  R . D u d z i n s k i ,  370 th  FA B n ,  99th 
I n f ,  s e r v e d  a s  a r a d i o  o p e r a t o r  wi th  t h e  
393d  I n f a n t r y .  He r e e n l i s t e d  in 1946 a n d  
r e t i r e d  in  1964 a n d  w o r k e d  wi th  t h e  U . S .  
A i r  F o r c e  a s  a  P r o g r a m  A n a l y s t ,  t h e n  r e ­
t i r e d  f o r  g o o d  t h r e e  y e a r s  a g o .

J o h n  O r l o w s k i ,  Co .  L,  134th I n f ,  35 t h  I n f .  
D iv .  s e n d s  a  $5 d o n a t i o n  to  VBOB a n d  is  
p l a n n i n g  a m e e t i n g  w i th  WWII h e r o i n e  A n n e  
B r u s s e l m a n s .  He i s  a c t i v e  wi th  local  n e w s  
m e d i a .  ^

C l i n t o n  O.  H a n s o n ,  A B t r y ,  3I4th FA B n ,  
8 0 th  D iv ,  h a s  j u s t  b e c o m e  a VBOB Life 
M e m b e r .  He i s  a l s o  a Life  M e m be r  o f  t h e  
80 th  D i v i s i o n .  He k e e p s  h a p p y  w i th  f i s h ­
i n g  m u s k i e s  in W i s c o n s i n .

Wm. D.  J o h n s o n ,  Co .  A,  1st B n ,  l lOth I n f ,  
28 th  D i v i s i o n ,  s p e n t  tw o  y e a r s  in  t h e  h o s ­
p i t a l  a f t e r  h a v i n g  b e e n  a p r i s o n e r  o f  w a r  
in  D e c e m b e r  1944. S i n c e  t h e n  h e ' s  b e e n  
a c t i v e  in  h i g h w a y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  wi th  
h e a v y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  e q u i p m e n t  i n c l u d i n g  
s u c h  a c o m p a n y  o f  h i s  own  in  M i n n e s o t a .

B e a t r i c e  Weigle S t r o b l e  w r i t e s  t h a t  s h e  
c l a im s  t h e  h o n o r  o f  b e i n g  t h e  f i r s t  n u r s e  
to  l a n d  d u r i n g  t h e  i n v a s i o n  o f  N o r m a n d y .  
S h e  w a s  w i th  t h e  51st F ie l d  H o s p i t a l .

E d w a r d  w.  F a y i a k ,  62u  A IB ,  14th A r m d .  
D iv ,  h a s  b e e n  l o o k i n g  o v e r y w h e r e  f o r  an  
M-3 t r e n c h  k n i f e  f o r  a l o n g  t i m e .  A n y o n e  
h a v i n g  o n e  to  s e l l ,  c o n t a c t  Ed a t  1375 F a i r -  
v i e w .  A p t .  201, C a n o n  C i t y ,  CO 81212.

C h a r l e s  E.  M u r r a y ,  Co.  B,  2 Is t  T a n k  B n ,  
lOth A r m d .  D iv ,  r e p o r t s  c e l e b r a t i n g  h is  
4 9 th  w e d d i n g  a n n i v e r s a r y  l a s t  D e c e m b e r  
a n d  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  to  t h e  50 th  o n e .

G l e n n  W. M y e r s ,  17th A b n .  D iv ,  w h o s e  
h a n d s  a n d  f e e t  w e r e  f r o z e n  in t h e  A r d e n ­
n e s  Campai^^n w o r k e d  u n t i l  s ix  y e a r s  a g o  
w h e n  h i s  n e c k  d i s a b l e d  him a n d  f o r c e d  
him to  r e t i r e .  He w r i t e s  t h a t  h e  h a s  a 
P u r p l e  H e a r t  w h i c h  t h e  V . A .  will  no t  
h o n o r .

17th  AIRBORNE TO ETO

T h e  17th A i r b o r n e  D iv i s io n  A s s n .  p l a n s  to  
r e t u r n  to  E u r o p e  a g a i n  f o r  tw o  w e e k s  in 
r,lay o n  a G a l a x y  t o u r .  F o r  d e t a i l s ,  c o n ­
t a c t  " T h u n d e r  F ro m H e a v e n "  t r i p  c o o r d i n ­
a t o r ,  J o e  Q u a d e ,  a t  23 V ^ es tm in s t e r  D r i v e ,  
M o n t v i l l e ,  NJ 07045.
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The MenofCompany K
Thl% autobiography  o/ a W orld War II Company 

by VB08 m0mb«rs and WWII authors. Harold P. Lmln- 
baugh and John D. Compb*// wos rev/9w«d In Air 
Force M agazine earlier this year That review  Is 
reproduced below. This book Is available. If not from  
your local book source, from Barcroft Books. 6349A 
Columbia Pike. Baileys Crossroads. VA 22041. 
Charles 8 MacDonald, a  V80B oufhor f 'Compqny 
Com mander" and " A Time for Trumpets") declares 
that "No one has written a book like this for World 
War II or any other war A brilliant concept " Ed.

Thi s  b o o k  t a k e s  an  u n u s u a l  a p ­
p roach  : it is t he  col lect ive a u t o b i o g r a ­
phy of a World War  II rifle company .  
But it wo rks  for two sh in ing  r ea sons .  
The first is t he  i n t en se  ded i ca t i on ,  t he  
i nc r ed ib l e  a m o u n t  of r e s e a r c h ,  a nd  
the  art iculate ,  g o o d - h u m o r e d ,  bu t  bi t ­
terly real is t ic p r o s e  of t h e  au th o r s ,  
two prewar  co l l ege  c h u m s  t h r ow n  by 
c h a n c e  into du ty  a s  l i e u t e n a n t s  in 
C o m p an y  K. 33d Infantry Regiment ,  
84th Infantry Division, US Army

S ec on d ,  t he  b o ok  w orks  b e c a u s e  of 
t h e  i n t e n s e l y  e m o t i o n a l  t i e s  t h a t  
b ou nd  t o g e t h e r  so  m an y  surv ivor s  of 
an  e x p e r i e n c e .  T h a t  e x p e r i e n c e ,  
ghas t ly  as  it obv ious ly  was.  b e c a m e  
t he  cent r al  hun d r ed  days  of t he i r  lives. 
Collect ively they tell thei r  o w n  s t o ry  
and  they tell it well in reveal ing q u o t a ­
t ions.

Here  a r e  200 y o u n g  A m e r i c a n s ,  
most ly draf tees ,  f resh out  of t r a in ing  
at C am p  Claiborne ,  La. Nearly all a re  
within a year  of the i r  twent i e t h  b i r t h ­
day.  C o m p a n y  c o m m a n d e r  C a p t .  
G eo r ge  Geiszl  was, at  twenty- two.  t he  

o ld  m a n  ■■ H a r a - n o s e d  a n d  i ioi i -  
a ss ed .  he “firmly bel ieved we were  t he  
bes t  outfit in t he  divis ion" a n d  “just  
maybe  the  bes t  rifle c o m p a n y  in t he  
who le  g o d d a m  Army “ You're no t  far 
into t he  boo k  w hen  you real ize t ha t  
the  c o m p a n y  was  buil t  in Geiszi  s  im­
age  and  would  r emain  tha t  way  This  is 
all t h e  more  r e m a rk a b l e  w h e n  you 
c o n s i d e r  t h a t  h e  w a s  s e v e r e l y  
w ou n d e d  while ch a rg in g  a  G e rm a n -  
held he d ge ro w  in his fifth day  in c o m ­
bat. You knew he  d b e  back ,  a n d  he  
was, only two m o n t h s  later. Geiszl  was  
t he  kind of guy to l ead  t h e s e  m e n  in 
wha teve r  kind of c o m b a t  t h ey  h a p ­
p en e d  to  be  in.

It was  t o ug h  co mb a t .  C o m p a n y  K 
l anded  at O m a h a  B e ac h  on  No v em be r
2 1944, f rom an a s s e m b ly  a r e a  in E n ­
g l and They were  t h en  t r u ck ed  a c r o s s  
F rance  via Paris,  a c r o s s  Belgium,  an d  
barely into Holland,  n e a r  w h e r e  t h e  
Belgian,  Dutch,  a n d  G e r m a n  b o rd e r s  
mee t  a n d  w he r e  t h e  S i eg f r i ed  Line 
l o o m ed .  It was  s o m e  o b j e c t i v e  for  
g r een  kids who  ha d  yet to be  sh o t  at 
and  who  had  b ee n  t old exact ly n o th ­
ing a b o u t  wha t  t o  ex p ec t .  W is d om  
wou ld  c o m e  fast e n o u g h ,  with cynica l  
c o m p e t e n c e  right  b e h in d  It.

What  fol lows is a  day-by -day  a lmos t

s tep-by-s tep,  c a sua l t y -by-casua l t y  a c ­
c ou n t  of a very smal l  p i ec e  of a  very 
large war. It g r a b b e d  th i s  reviewer like 
no  o th e r  tale of wa r  eve r  h a s — not  
even t he  m a c h o  po s t u r i n g  of a  H e m ­
ingway, not  even The Red Badge of 
Courage or  The Forty Days of Musa 
Dagh.

It's all there,  r ight  d o w n  to t h e  e t h ­
nic mixture,  wh ich  might  have b e e n  
a s s em b le d  by Cent ra l  Cas t i ng .  But  it 
is all t h e  more  au then t i c ,  b e c a u s e  it is 
real. You find t h em  all, f rom th e  c o m ­
pany  intel lectual  (actually,  t he r e  were  
several ,  b e c a u s e  by N ov em be r  1944 
t h e  m e n  of t h e  A rm y  S p e c i a l i z e d  
Training P r o g r am  [ASTP] h a d  b e e n  
p lucked  from the  na t i on ' s  c a m p u s e s  
to fill t h e  dep l e t ed  r a nk s  of t h e  i nf an­
try p repara to ry  to t h e  final p u s h  into 
G e r m a n y )  to  t h e  c i t y  s l i c k e r  a n d  
co un t r y  bump k i n ,  f r om f ac to ry  a n d  
field. They would  a g e  quickly a n d  b e ­
c o m e  very g oo d  at  the i r  new  a n d  n a s ­
ty t r ade

We walk  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  wa r  w i th  
t h e s e  g u y s .  O n e  h u n d r e d  d a y s  
d o e s n ' t  s o u n d  like m u c h  in t h e  c o n ­
text of a  lifetime, bu t  it c a n  be  a  life­
t ime And it was for thirty-six m e n  of 
C o m p a n y  K.

The  company ' s  first ba t t le  involved 
b reach ing  t he  S ieg fr ied  Line. No milk 
runs ,  no  warming  up  in l ight a c t i on ,  
no  b looding,  as  t hey  say— jus t  a big 
objec t ive  t aken  in a  m o n t h  of s h a r p  
f i ght i ng  with G e rm a n y ' s  bes t .  Af ter  
that ,  a  sh a r p  d e to u r  s o u t h  into t h e  
A rd en n es  t ook t he  c o r r p a n y  to  t he  
Batt le of t h e  Bulge— no  breather ,  that .  
It was  t hen  back to  t he  Roer,  a c r o s s  it 
a n d  t h e  Rhine,  a n d  eve n tua l l y  t o  a 
l inkup with t he  R u s s i a n s  on  t h e  Elbe.

Don' t  ge t  t he  idea  t ha t  th i s  b o o k  is a 
s imple  c h r on o l og y  It is heavily l a rded  
with f i rs t -person a c c o u n t s  by i ndivid­
ual so ld i er s  tha t  a re  cleverly s t r u n g  
t o g e t h e r  in a sh a r p ,  r e a l i s t i c  n a r ­
rative— a word-pi c tur e  t ha t  lives a n d  
b reathes .

I n t e r s pe r s e d  a r e  c h a p t e r s  o n  t h e  
h o m e  front,  t he  h o m e  f ront  of t h e s e  
p a r t i c u l a r  m e n —t h e i r  s w e e t h e a r t s ,  
wives,  and  parent s ,  a n d  a c c o u n t s  of 
hospi ta l  stays,  s o m e  of wh ich  we re  
t he  first s t op  on  t he  way h o m e  a n d  for  
o th e r s  a  w e l come  p a u s e  for r e f r e s h ­
m en t  on  t he  way b a c k  t o  the i r  h o m e -  
away -f rom-home— C o m p a n y  K.

You’ll find yoursel f  d r a w n  into th i s  
book.  It is t r em en do us ly  evoca t i ve  to  
o n e  wh o  sha r ed  s o m e  of t he s e  ex pe r i ­
e n c e s  ( t hough  not  in s u c h  a host i le  
en v i r on me n t  of t er ra in and  cl imate)  
but  it will appea l  a s  well to an yo ne  
w ho  wasn  t ther e  but  wh o  w o n d e r s  
w ha t  it was  like Th e  ch i l d r en  a n d
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REMEMBER THE 

SCREAMING MEEMIES?

An article is being written 
for a future issue of THE 
BULGE BUGLE about the 
German rockets, the 
"screaming meemies," oth­
erwise known as the Neb- 
elwerfers .
VBOB members who have 
had experiences with or 
have knowledge of the 
"screaming meemies" are 
asked to send something 
within the next three weeks 
to: VBOB-Screaming 
Meemies, Box 11129, Ar­
lington, VA 22210.
Remember to mention your 
unit and,i f  possible, dates,  
places,  etc.  where you 
s e r v e d .
We are fortunate to have a 
Nebelwerfer at the VBOB 
Gallery in the Fort Meade,
MD Museum.
The Nebelwerfer launcher 
propelled rockets which were 
called Wurfgranates and 
which were 150mm and 210mm, 
capable of carrying 5.5 and 
22.4 pounds of high explos­
ives,  respectively.  Later a 
320mm rocket was developed.

. . . C . Boden

g ran dch i l d r en  of t ha t  gene r a t i on  will 
be  awed  by thei r  sacr i f i ces  

This  r e a d e r  b e c a m e  in t ense ly  i n ­
volved with many  of t h e  men  a s  pe r ­
s o n s — s o m e  more  t han  o ther s ,  a s  in 
daily life. The  r ea de r  will find h imse l f  
tu rn ing  bac k  to t h e  p i c ture  s e c t i o n s  to  
r e ca l l  w h a t  G e o r g e  P o p e  l o o k e d  
like— then  an d  n o w — or  to s e e  Se r ­
g e a n t  Kel ler  o r  S a b i a ,  o r  t h e  c o ­
au tho r s ,  w h o  are  admi r ab l y  sel f-effac- 
ing t h ro ug ho u t .  A st er l i ng  add i t ion  is 
an  a p p e n d i x  that  tel ls a s  m u c h  a s  p o s ­
sible a b o u t  t he  w h e r e a b o u t s  a n d  a c ­
tivities of t h e  survivors .

I The  me n  of C o m p a n y  K were  w in ­
ners .  S c  is thei r  s t o ry  a s  t hey  tell it 
t h emselves .



IN MEMORIUM- 
A TRIBUTE TO 
DAN HERMAN 
T h e A m erican  
S o ld ie r

Dan Herman, S alem , O hio p a s s e d  away Monday J a n u a ry  12, 1987.
Dan s e r v e d  i n  "A" B a t t e r y ,  3 8 th  F ie l d  A r t i l l e r y  B a t a l l i o n  o f  th e  2nd 
I n f a n t r y  D iv is io n  a s  S t a f f  S g t .  and  F i r s t  S g t .  from  1941 -1946 . As th e  
C. 0 . ,  I  c a n  a s s u r e  he s e r v e d  a s  my 'b lo o d  b r o t h e r ' ,  w ith  th e  h ig h e s t  
o f  c r e d e n c e ,  c o u ra g e , v a l o r  and b ra v e r y  and e x e m p lif ie d  g r e a t  l e a d e r s h ip  
w ith  a n  i n n a t e  a u ra  o f  i n m o r t a l i t y  to  h i s  men a t  a l l  t im e s .

W ith  in n a t e  a b i l i t i e s  he q u ic k ly  m a s te re d  u n e x c e l le d  a c c u ra c y  and 
sp eed  in  gun f i r e  t h a t  was p ro v e n  by c o rp s  c o n t r o l  f i r e ,  to  be f a r  
s u p e r io r  to  a l l  o th e r  u n i t s  i n  th e  F i r s t  Army. He s e t  th e  's t a n d a r d '  
f o r  a l l  o th e r s  in  D iv . A r ty , w h ich  l a t e r  p ro v ed  to  be one o f  th e  d e c id in g  
f a c t o r s  i n  th e  m i l i t a r y  v i c t o r y  o f  WW I I .  I t  was upon  ' f i e l d  in s p e c t io n ^  
by G e n e ra l  H inds in  J a n u a r y  o f  1945 t h a t  he a g re e d  w ith  C o rp o ra l R u s in s k i ,  
Herman's 'g u n n e r '  t h a t :  "  we h av e  th e  b e s t  s e c t i o n ,  i n  th e  b e s t  b a t t e r y ,  
in  th e  b e s t  b a t a l l i o n ,  i n  th e  b e s t  d i v i s i o n  in  th e  U. S . Army".

I  r e c a l l  v i v i d l y ,  i t  was D ec. 24 , 1944; S g t .  Herman and I w ere 
t r y i n g  to  ' s e t '  o u r  new P a u z i t  F u s e s , when th e  Germans s h e l l e d  o u r p o s i t i o n  
w ith  p o w e rfu l c o u n t e r - b a t t e r y  f i r e .  We w ere ru n n in g  be tw een  o u r  guns and 
th e  C .P . w h ich  was an  o ld  h o u s e , when i t  was h i t  d i r e c t  and  d em o lish e d .
We s to p p e d  s u d d e n ly  i n  f e a r ,  when o u r  k i t c h e n  was h i t  d i r e c t l y  in  f r o n t  
o f  u s  and  th e  p y ra m id a l t e n t  s a i l e d  o f f  i n t o  th e  sk y . F r a n t i c a l l y ,  we 
w ere lo o k in g  f o r  c o v e r ,  I  c o u ld  se e  n o th in g  b u t  d u s t .  Herman s p o t te d  two 
w e ll-d u g  fo x h o le s  and  s a i d  to  me, " g e t  down in  t h a t  o n e " . He g o t in t o  
th e  o t h e r .  The s h e l l i n g  c o n t in u e d .  We w alLeu I t  u a t l  We b o th  s u r v iv e d .  
Many o th e r  b r o t h e r s  d id  n o t .  We r e t u r n e d  to  o u r guns and  f i r e d  back  a g a in  
a t  th e  G erm ans. Had Herman n o t  s p o t t e d  th o s e  two fo x h o le s ,  o u r com bat 
d u ty  and l i v e s  w ould hav e  ended  t h e r e .  'T i l  th e  day  I d i e ,  how can  I 
e v e r  f o r g e t  t h i s  com bat b r o th e r ?  T h is  was a t  E ls e n b o m , B elgium  d u r in g  th e  
B a t t l e  o r th e  B ulge I

I t  gave u s  a l l  a  g r e a t  f e e l i n g  o f  s e c u r i t y ,  w hich  was s c a r c e ,  
t h a t  i f  a n y th in g  sh o u ld  h ap p en  to  u s ,  Dan Herman w ould s u r v iv e  to  c a r r y  
on in  a  g a l l a n t  m anner f o r  o u r  p r i d e  and c o u n tr y .  I  am c o n v in c e d , t h a t  
i t  was he and  men l i k e  h im , t h a t  t r u l y  won th e  w ar t o r  u s  i n  tu ro p e  in  
1 9 4 4 -4 5 . He was n o t  o n ly  a  lo v in g  s u r v iv o r  b u t r e s p e c te d  w in n e r . He 
seek ed  to  s u r v iv e  and s e r v e  n o t  m ed a ls  and  g lo r y .

S a r g e a n t  Herman d id  n o t  r e c e i v e  th e  a c c o la d e s  he so  w e ll  d e s e rv e d .
He had  no d e s i r e  f o r  them . He was to o  m odest in  h u m i l i ty  and av o id e d  
w ith  d e n i a l  any  p r a i s e  w h a ts o e v e r .  S g t .  Kerman was th e  t r u e  exam ple o f  
th e  'P e r f e c t  A m erican  S o l d i e r ' .  H is  v a lu e  to  t h i s  c o u n try  can  n e i t h e r  
be p r i c e d  n o r  q u o te d . I f  t h e r e  was e v e r  a  monument to  'T h e  A m erican 
S o l d i e r '  s h o u ld  r s p l i c s t s  h i s . * p i l lA r  nf
s t r e n g th * ,  f o r  dem ocracy  and  th e  U .S .A . What more c o u ld  God have  g iv e n  us?

D r. J .P .W a k e f ie ld  , chm.
2d I n f a n t r y  D lv . A ssn.
2820 E. 2 9 th  S t r e e t
Des M oines, Iowa 50317

n i l :  u i i n  i: l u u  si-.

December 9, 1986

I join you in commemorating with special solemnity 
your co inrsdss, th6 heroes who th6 supr^nis
sacrifice in the cause of liberty . We shall never 
forget them.

Ntsitlier slittll we yOu. GOu uleaa yOu aiiu
God bleas America.

I am honored to send warm greetings to the 
v e te ran s , families, and g u ests  ga thered  to honor all 
those who took p a r t  in the Battle of the Bulge.

All Americans owe a trem endous debt of g ra titu d e  to 
you who made what Sir Winston Churchill righ tly  
called "one of the  most heroic s tands for freedom in 
American h is to ry ."  You more than held your ground 
in th e  b it te r  w inter w eather of the A rdennes and 
b lun ted  th e  last major enemy coun ter-o ffensive  in the 
European T h ea te r of World War II. Your v a lo r, sacri­
fice, and devotion are  an im perishable legacy for 
your countrym en and all who love freedom now and 
in times to come.
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Members Speak Out
J a c k  B .  B e b o u t ,  334th  FA B n ,  87th  I n f .  
D iv ,  w ho  jo in e d  VBOB 17 F e b  87,  w ou ld  
l ike  to  h e a r  f ro m  o t h e r  u n i t  m e m b e r s .
Wr i te  J a c k  a t  3720 T a f f r a i l  L a n e ,  O x n a r d ,
CA 93030.

H e r b e r t  E l l i s ,  QM Co,  29 th  I n f .  D iv ,  
w r i t e s  to  s a y  h e  v i s i t e d  E n g l a n d ,  O ma ha  
B e a c h  a n d  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u l g e  a r e a  in 
1980.

J o h n  J .  A s e n d o r f ,  F A ,  12th A rm y G p ;
740 th  FA B n ,  T h i r d  A r m y ;  83d Div a n d  
90 th  Di v ,  315th FA s a y s  h e  w as  mov ed  
a r o u n d  w h e r e v e r  h i s  u n i t  w as  n e e d e d .  (I 
a g r e e .  . . . E d . )

J o h n  M. C a l d w e l l , C o .  L ,  9 th  R e g t ,  2nd  
I n f .  D iv ,  a  S e c o n d  L i e u t e n a n t  d u r i n g  WWII, 
w r i t e s  t h a t  he  h a d  o n l y  tw o  jo b s  a f t e r  t h e  
w a r  — a u d i t o r  f o r  C r e s c e n t  S t a g e ,  I n c ,  
a n d  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  wi th  t h e  c o u n t y  r o a d  
c o m m i s s i o n .

O l i v e r  B.  P a t t o n ,  Co .  F ,  423d R e g t ,  I06th 
I n f .  D iv ,  w as  l e f t  i n  a n  a id  s t a t i o n  in  R a d -  
s c h e i d ,  G e r m a n y  w h e n  t h e  423d  w e n t  to  
p a y  i t s  d u e s  on  a hil l  a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  f rom 
S c h o e n b e r g  in D ec .  1944. He s t a y e d  wi th  
t h e  e n d e a v o r  u n t i l  1974 -  34 y e a r s  f r o m  P v t  
to  B r i g a d i e r  G e n e r a l .  He h a s  h a d  p u b ­
l i s h e d  f o u r  h i s t o r i c a l  n o v e l s  a n d  a f i f t h  
will be  o u t  t h i s  y e a r  — al l  a b o u t  t h e  423d 
in t h e  A r d e n n e s  in 194 4 an d  e n t i t l e d  T h e  
S i l en t  S n o w .  ( N i c e  to  h e a r  f r o m  a n o t h e r  
G e n e r a l  P a t t o n  . . . E d . )

A1 R .  F r o h n e ,  14th C a v .  G p ,  w r i t e s  t h a t  
he  was  c a p t u r e d  a t  R o t h ,  G e r m a n y  a n d  r e ­
t u r n e d  home in D e c e m b e r  1945. He w e n t  
i n t o  e l e c t r i c  m o to r  r e p a i r  w o r k  u n d e r  t h e  
GI Bill a n d  s t a r t e d  h i s  own  b u s i n e s s .  He 
d o e s  v o l u n t e e r  w o r k  now a t  a VA Medica l  
C e n t e r  a s  a VAVS R e p  f o r  e x - P O W s .

J o h n  P r e c h o d z e n ,  H q .  Co ,  33d S i g .  C o n s t r .  
B n ,  r e m e m b e r s  t h e  b i t t e r  co ld  a s  h i s  u n i t  
d r o v e  u p  to r e l i e v e  t h e  s e i g e  a t  B a s t o g n e .  
T h e n ,  f rom E u r o p e  h e  w e n t  to  t h e  Pa c i f i c  
a n d  t h e  w a r  t h e r e  w a s  o v e r  w h e n  h e  
r e a c h e d  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  a n d  J a p a n .  A f t e r  
WWII J o h n  w as  a  p r i n t e r ,  a  f r e e  l a n c e  
w r i t e r ,  a z i p p e r  f a c t o r y  w o r k e r  a n d  t h e n  
h a d  h i s  own c a r p e t / u p h o l s t e r y  b u s i n e s s .
He w a n t s  to  h e a r  f r o m  o t h e r  33d S ig .  v e t s .  
Wri t e  him a t  422 W. L i n d e n  S t ,  L i n d e n ,  NJ 
07036.

O s c a r  H.  S u m m e r s ,  R e c o n .  Co ,  630 th  TD 
B n ,  a t a c h e d  to  28 th  I n f .  D iv ,  s e n t  in h i s  
d u e s  a n d  a  " l i t t l e  e x t r a . "  He a p p r e c i a t e s  
w h a t  VBO B is  d o i n g  to  k e e p  t h e  s p i r i t  
a l i v e .

D a v i d  B . W a l s h ,  Co .  G,  334 th  R e g t ,  84 th  
I n f .  D iv ,  i s  a r e t i r e d  s t e e l  w o r k e r  a f t e r  
34 y e a r s  in  t h e  mil l .

R o b e r t  H.  D u V a l l ,  Co A,  28 9 th  I n f ,  75 th  
I n f .  D i v ,  w a s  a l i g h t  m a c h i n e - g u n n e r  a n d  
w a s  w o u n d e d  a t  P r o v e d r e o u x ,  B e lg iu m  in 
J a n u a r y  1945. E d u c a t e d  u n d e r  t h e  GI 
Bi l l ,  h e  h a s  s e r v e d  a s  a  m i n i s t e r  in  t h r e e  
p a s t o r a t e s  t h e  p a s t  32 y e a r s  a n d  a s  h i s  
D iv i s i o n  A s s n ' s .  C h a p l a i n  s i n c e  1972.

G u e r n i e  H o l b r o o k ,  A T r p ,  2 5 th  R e c o n .  S q d n ,  
4 th  AD,  r e c e i v e d  a  b a t t l e f i e l d  co m m is s i on  a t  
B a s t o g n e  a n d  h a s  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h a t  c i t y  on  
t h r e e  o c c a s i o n s  s i n c e  WWII.

G e o r g e  J .  B r o u n t a s ,  B t r y .  C ,  2 0 t h  FA B n ,  
r e m e m b e r s  w h a t  f e a r  r e a l l y  m e a n t  w h e n  
B a s t o g n e  w a s  a l m o s t  c o m p l e t e l y  d e s t r o y e d  
b y  e n e m y  f o r c e s .  He s a y s  h e  f o u n d  o u t  how 
a c c u r a t e  t h e i r  155 H o w i t z e r s  r e a l l y  w e r e  
w h e n  t h e y  w e r e  l e f t  b e h i n d  a s  t h e  u n i t  
r e t r e a t e d ._________________________________________

J o h n  M a l a c k , R e c o n . C o ,  89 9 th  TD B n ,  a t ­
t a c h e d  to  9 th  I n f .  D iv .  s e r v e d  d u r i n g  t h e  
A r d e n n e s  C a m p a i g n  n e a r  M o n s c h a u .  He is 
a r e t i r e d  r a i l r o a d  w o r k e r  w i t h  40 y e a r s '  
s e r v i c e .____________________________________________

G e o r g e  F .  T a l l e n t , C o .  C ,  3 0 4 t h  R e g t ,  76 th  
I n f .  D iv .  i s  l o o k i n g  f o r  a n y  m e m b e r s  of  
h i s  u n i t .  Wr i t e  him a t  302 E.  H i c k o r y  A v e ,  
L o m p o c ,  CA 93436.

G e o r g e  H.  P o l a n d ,  773d  TD B n ,  s e r v e d  in 
t h a t  u n i t  f r o m  M a rc h  1942 to  O c t o b e r  1945 
a n d  h a s  o w n e d  a n d  o p e r a t e d  a  g e n e r a l  
s t o r e  f o r  42 y e a r s  a n d  a n  i n s u r a n c e  a g e n c y  
f o r  2 0  y e a r s . _____________________________________

R a y  M. B a r a n o u s k a s ,  Co .  M, 9 th  I n f ,  2d 
I n f .  D iv .  w r i t e s  t h a t  h e  s e r v e d  a s  a n  81mm 
M o r t a r  P l a t o o n  L e a d e r  w i t h  3d B a t t a l i o n  a n d  
t h a t  VBO B a u t h o r ,  C h a r l e s  M a cD o n a l d ,  
c o v e r e d  i t  wel l  i n  "A T im e f o r  T r u m p e t s . "

R o y  I .  M c D a ni e l ,  T r p .  C,  32d C a v .  R e c o n .  
S q d n .  s a y s  h e  s e r v e d  f o r  f i v e  y e a r s ,  w as  
a t  R e m a g e n  w h e n  t h e b r i d g e  fe l l  a n d  h a s  
b e e n  a  l i n e m a n  f o r  31 y e a r s .
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VBO B R E T U R N S  TO THE A RD EN NES  
O N CE  AGAIN ( C o n t i n u e d  f ro m  P a g e  9 )

T h e  l a s t  e v e n i n g  we w e r e  i n v i t e d  b y  t h e  
C . A . R .  to  a  r e c e p t i o n  in L es  I n v a l i d e s  f o r  
a b u f f e t ,  s p e e c h e s  a n d  r e c e i v i n g  o f  a 
m e d a l  f o r  t h e  U . S .  s o l d i e r s  w h o  h a d  f o u g h t  
in  F r a n c e .

D u r i n g  l i i e w ho le  t ime we w e r e  in  P a r i s ,  we 
w e r e  e s c o r t e d  a n d  c l o s e l y  w a t c h e d  o v e r  b y  
t h e  N a t i o n a l  P o l i c e .  VVe h a d  s om e  p r e t t y  
wild h i g h s p e e d  r i d e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  c e n t e r  
o f  P a r i s  a n d  e v e n  t h e  h o t e l  h a d  s e c u r i t y  
g u a r d s .  T h e  F r e n c h  g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  no t  
a b o u t  to  l e t  a n y t h i n g  h a p p e n  t o  t h e s e  
c r a z y  A m e r i c a n .

T h e  n e x t  d a y ,  o n e  b u s - l o a d  l e f t  f o r  N o r ­
m a n d y  to  v i s i t  t h e  b e a c h e s  a n d  v ie w  t h e  
r e m a i n s  o f  t h e  l a n d i n g  c r a f t  a n d  c o n c r e t e  
a r t i f i c i a l  h a r b o r  i n s t a l l e d  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  
D - D a y  o f f e n s i v e  a n d  v i s i t  t h e  e x c e l l e n t  
m u s e u m  on  t h e  b e a c h  o f  A r r o m a n c h e s ,  
w h ic h  s h n w e d  in d i n r n m a  hnw t h e  f l o a t i n g  
d o c k s  a n d  r o a d w a y  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  in 
o r d e r  to  s u p p l y  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  l a n d  
a r m y .

Vv'e h a d  a r e c e p t i o n  w i th  t h e  m a y o r  o f  S t c .  
Ma r ie  d u  Mo nt ,  w h o  h a d  g r e e t e d  t h e  
r ) - t ) a y  i n v a s i o n  wi th  p l e a s  to  s a v e  t h e  
F r e n c h  p o p u l a t i o n .  He r e c e i v e d  s e v e n  
b u l l e t  h o le s  f o r  h i s  e f f o r t s ,  b u t  t h e n  t h e  
g o o d  o ld  A m e r i c a n s  p a t c h e d  him u p  a n d  he  
n a s  b e e n  g r e e t i n g  r e l u m i n g  G l s  a n d  o f f e r ­
i n g  t h e m  f r i e n d s h i p  e v e r  s i n c e .  VVe a l s o  
sa w  t h e  c h u r c h  t o w e r  " R e d "  B u t t o n s  h u n g  
f r o m  in t h e  m ovi e  " T h e  L o n g e s t  D a y . "
T h a t  w a s  in S t e .  Marie  d u  Mer .

On t h e  l a s t  d a y  we v^ere f r e e  t o  e x p l o r e  
t h e  t o w n  a n d  a n c i e n t  c a t h e d r a l  o f  B a y e a u x  
a n d  t h e  m u s e u m  of  t h e  B a y e a u x  t a p e s t r y .

11 vvds a i. iosi e n j O y a b lc

TH ES E  VBOB MEMBERS VIS IT E D  
THE BULGE AREA IN LATE 1986

s h i p  o f f e r e d  b y  t h e  p e o p l e  o v e r s e a s  is 
o v e r w h e l m i n g  a n d  t h e  f r i e n d s h i p s  f o r m e d  
on  t h e  t r i p  wil l  b e  lo n g  r e m e m b e r e d .  And  
we c o l l e c t e d  t e n  ne w  VBOB m e m b e r s !

. . . B e v e r l y  V a n H o u t e n

"T h is  IS u ndoub ted ly  the  g rea te s t  A m er ican  
battle of the  w ar and  will, I be lieve ,  be 
rega rded  as  an  ev e r - fa m o u s  A m e n c a n  
victory ”

Sir W inston  C hurchill 
addressing  the H ouse  o f  C o m m o n s  

follow ing th e  Battle o f  the Bulge

B a r r ,  H u g h  D. 
B o t t i g g i ,  D av id  D. 
C u n n i n g h a m ,  Milton 
D u b o s e ,  A l p h u s  D. 
D u k e ,  R a y m o n d  E. 
D u k e s ,  Nea l  M. 
G i l b e r g ,  E v e l y n  L. 
H a r t ,  E a r l e  R.  
H o c h ,  H a r v e y  VV. 
H u n t e r ,  C h a r l e s  Fvl. 
K i n g ,  K e n n e t h  X. 
K r o p f f ,  J o s e p h  E. 
K r u s e ,  Ma rv in  C.  
Lemmon,  R o b e r t  L.

L o n g ,  R u t h  
L u n d e e n ,  C a r r o l l  J .  
L u s k ,  Vv. A.
L u t z ,  H a r v e y  
M c M u r r a y ,  J o h n  R .  
N e w c o m e r ,  C h e s t e r  
O w e n s ,  G r a d y  
P l u m b ,  N o r m a n  VV. 
P o m i a n e k ,  C a s i m a r  J .  
R o b b i n s , D o na ld  E. 
S h a w n ,  R o b e r t  A. 
S m i t h ,  R i c h a r d  L. 
T a y m a n ,  William P.  
V a n H o u t e n ,  R o b e r t  J

ARMORED F O R C E S  MONUMENT

T h i s  p h o t o  was  t a k e n  in D e c e m b e r  a t  t h e  
R e t i r e d  O f f i c e r s '  A s s n .  h e a d q u a r t e r s  in 
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C .  T h e  o c c a s io n  w as  a r e ­
c e p t i o n  in h o n o r  o f  t h o s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  who 
w o r k e d  on g e t t i n g  s u f f i c i e n t  C o n g r e s s m e n  
a n d  S e n a t o r s  to  s p o n s o r  a bi l l  in o r d e r  to

c o n s t r u c t  a m o n u m e n t  h o n o r i n g  t h e  A r m o r e d  
F o r c e s  of  al l  t h e  A m er ic an  s e r v i c e s .  T h e  
hill w a s  n a s s p d  a n d  s i g n e d  i n t o  law b y  
P r e s i d e n t  R e a g a n .

S h o w n  a b o v e  a r e  f ro m  t h e  l e f t  S e c r e t a r y  of  
t n e  A rm y  J o h n  M a r s h ,  P a s t  VBOB P r e s i ­
d e n t s  C l y d e  B o d e n  a n d  R o b e r t  V a n H o u t e n .  
C l y d e  a n d  Bob  r e p r e s e n t e d  o u r  o r g a n i z a ­
t ion  a n d  w e r e  p r e s e n t e d  a c e r t i f i c a t e  b y  
S e n a t o r  S t r o m  T h u r m o n d  o f  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a .  
T h e  A r m o r e d  F o r c e s  Mo n u m e nt  will  be  
l o c a t e d  on  t h e  a p p r o a c h  r o a d  to A r l i n g t o n  
N a t i o n a l  C e m e t e r y  k n o w n  a s  t h e  " A v e n u e  of  
H e r o e s . "  ( P h o t o  b y  Sam S i l v e r m a n )

V B O B  LIFE M E M B E R S H I P S
$50 if a g e  70 or over 
$75 if a g e  50 thru  69 
$100 if u n d e r a g e  50
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Meet Harold Mohn-
VBOB Poet Laureate

H a r o ld  F .  Mo hn ,  w h o s e  po em s  a p p e a r  in 
THE BULGE BUGLE r a t h e r  r e g u l a r l y ,  i s  a 
v e t e r a n  o f  N o r t h e r n  F r a n c e ,  C e n t r a l  E u r ­
o p e ,  A r d e n n e s  a n d  R h i n e l a n d  c a m p a i g n s .
He s e r v e d  in  t h e  F o u r t h  a n d  S e v e n t h  
A r m o r e d  D i v i s i o n s .  In A u g u s t  1945 h e  u n ­
k n o w i n g l y  s t r a y e d  i n t o  t h e  R u s s i a n  z o n e  o f  
o c c u p a t i o n .  A l t h o u g h  he  w as  w e a r i n g  a n  Am­
e r i c a n  u n i f o r m  h e  was  c a p t u r e d  b e c a u s e  h e  
s p o k e  G e r m a n .  A R u s s i a n  co lo ne l  to ld  him 
t h a t ,  h a d  he  no t  b e e n  w e a r i n g  an  A m er ic an  
u n i f o r m ,  d i r e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  w ou ld  h a v e  
b e e n  a w a i t i n g  h im.  He l a t e r  was  p r o v e n  to  
b e  a G . I .

He h a s  h a d  p o e m s  a p p e a r  in " T h e  B u l g e , "  
a m a g a z i n e  p u b l i s h e d  b y  CEBA ( C e n t e r  of  
R e s e a r c h  a n d  I n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  B a t t l e  of  
t h e  A r d e n n e s )  in L u x e m b o u r g  a n d  h a s  m a d e  
m a n y  f r i e n d s  in t h a t  c o u n t r y  a s  well  a s  in  
B e lg iu m .  P i c t u r e d  a b o v e  a r e  f ro m le f t  
J o s e p h  S c h o e t t e r t ,  a m e m b e r  o f  C E B A ,
H ar o ld  Mohn a n d  W e r n e r  S t a h n k e ,  M u n i c h ,  

G e r m a n y .  W e r n e r  a n d  H a r o ld  h a v e  f o r m e d  
a c l o se  f r i e n d s h i p  in t h e  p a s t  n i n e  y e a r s  
a n d  h a v e  t r a v e r s e d  t h e  b a t t l e  a r e a  t o g e t h e r .  
W e r n e r  f o u g h t  on  th e  R u s s i a n  f r o n t  
in i t i a l l y ,  b u t  w a s  l a t e r  s e n t  i n t o  t h e  B a t t l e  
o f  t h e  B u l g e  w h e r e  he  w as  c a p t u r e d  b y  
A m e r ic a n  t r o o p s .

H ar o ld  a n d  h i s  wife h a v e  v i s i t e d  t h e  E u r o p ­
ea n  b a t t l e f i e l d s  a n d  t h e  A m e r ic a n  c e m e t e r i e s  
t w e n t y - f o u r  t i m e s .  H a r o l d ' s  l a t e s t  p o e t i c  
c o n t r i b u t i o n  f o l lo w s .  . . . E .  L o ia c o n o .

MEMORIAL DAY 
H e r e  in t h i s  h a l l o w e d  r e s t i n g  p la c e  
At A r l i n g t o n  t o d a y .
We s h o w  o u r  lo v e  a n d  g r a t i t u d e  
In o u r  mos t  h u m b l e  w a y .

Ne p r o v e  t h a t  we d i d  no t  f o r g e t  
Each  s i n g l e  f a l l e n  o n e .
Who on  t h e  f i e l d  o f  b a t t l e  fel l  
And  l i f e ' s  w o r k  now i s  d o n e .

T h e y  l e f t  t h e i r  h o m e s  a n d  l o v e d  o n e s  
P r e p a r e d  to  g i v e  t h e i r  a l l .
A n d  s p e n t  t h e m s e l v e s  u n s e l f i s h l y  
L e s t  h a l lo w ed  f r e e d o m  fa l l .

We owe to  th e m  t h e  f r e e d o m  
T h a t  we p o s s e s s  t o d a y .
Le t  u s  r e s o l v e  a n d  p l e d g e  to  th e m  
It  will  n o t  p a s s  a w a y .

Up o n  t h i s  h a l lo w e d  soi l  t h e y  s l e e p  
W a t c h e d  o ' e r  b y  God  a b o v e .
Wi thin  t h e i r  h e a r t s  a n d  m i n d s  t h e y  l ive  
In m e m o r y  a n d  in  l o v e .

P U B L IC  R E L A T I O N S  O F F I C E R  A P P O I N T E D

R i c h a r d  G.  G u e n t e r  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  VBOB 
P u b l i c  R e l a t i o n s  O f f i c e r  b y  VBO B P r e s i ­
d e n t  G e o r g e  C h e k a n  a t  t h e  F e b r u a r y  E x e c ­
u t i v e  C o u n c i l  m e e t i n g .  Dick h a s  a  b a c k ­
g r o u n d  in PR w o r k  wi th  o t h e r  v e t e r a n s '  
g r o u p s .  He i s  c u r r e n t l y  e m p l o y e d  a s  a 
s a l e s  r e p  wi th  a s t e e l  c o r p o r a t i o n  in Glen  
B u r n i e ,  MD. He i s  a v e t e r a n  o f  t h e  511th 
E n g i n e e r  L i g h t  P o n t o o n  B r i d g e  C o m p a n y .  
Welcome a b o a r d ,  Dick!

While v i s i t i n g  t h e  U . S .  Nava !  A c a d e m y  in 
A n n a p o l i s ,  D ick  w as  a p p r o a c h e d  b y  a n e w l y  
g r a d u a t e d  E n s i g n  r e c e n t l y .  T h e  y o u n g  
man h a d  n o t i c e d  t h e  VBOB d e c a l  on  D i c k ' s  
c a r  a n d  i n q u i r e d  i f  h e  h a d  f o u g h t  in t h e  
B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u l g e .  When Dick r e s p o n d e d  
t h a t  h e  h a d  i n d e e d  t a k e n  p a r t  in t h a t  
b a t t l e ,  t h e  E n s i g n  t o ok  o n e  s t e p  b a c k  a n d  
r e n d e r e d  w h a t  Dick  d e s c r i b e s  a s  t h e  
" f i n e s t  h i g h b a l l  t h a t  1 h a d  e v e r  s e e n . "
Dick r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e t u r n e d  t h e  s a l u t e .



V B O B  O R D E R  B LANK

CUSTOMER NO: 
GROUP A NO:

Rr.CORD NO: DATE R E C F I V h D
GROUP B NO:

(Above fo r  of-f i c e  use only)

Flftase sfiip th e  -following i tems  to :  

NAMF ;
( f i r s t ) ( 1 a s t )

ADDRESS:
(dumber-) ( s t r e e t ) ( c i t y ) ( s t a t e )  (zip)

GROUP A ITEM
A 2 P laqae  5"X 7" *
A 3 Plaque 5" Diameter 
A 4 2 Pen VBCB Desk Set

* P leas e  engrave Erc.ss PlaLe
NAME: __________________________________________
UNIT:__________________________________________
UNIT: __________________________________________
GROUP

PRICE QUANTITY 
*18.00 X_____________=

11.00 X_____________
21.00 X_____________=

Ljf A2 PI aq*_te witMi

TOTAL

(nut to  exceed 30 
1e t t e r / n u m b e rs /  
spaces  each l in e )

B
B 1 Patch 2 3 /4"  Diameter * 2 ,50 X -
R 1 A Patch (W/pins c lu tc h s ) 4 .00 X =
B 2 Patch 4/3/4*’ Diameter 6 .00 X =
E 2A Patch (W/pins S< c lu tc h s ) 8 .00 X =
D 1 Decal 4" VBOB Decal 3 /1 .0 0 X
D 2 Logo 4" Windshield Logo .50 X =
J 1 VBOB Lapel Pin (W/clutch) 7. 00 X =
J VBOB Tie Tac (W/chainS<bar) 7 .00 X =
J 5 vBOB Tie Bar 7. 00 X
J J VBOB n e d a l l io n  (W/ribbon) 32. 00 X _
J 9 L i fe Mbr Stars(SEE NOTE) 2 /1 .00 X =
N 1 VBOB Nec k Tie (Br own) 10.00 X =
V 1 Vi deo C a s s e t t e  (Beta)NOTE 20. 00 X
V lA Vi deo C a s s e t t e  (VHS) NOTE 20.00 X =

TOTAL PURCHASES : $
NOTE: S t a r s a r e  to  be worn on Medallion by LIFE MEMBERS ONLY.

VI Sf VIA a re  approx 40 minutes  of 16 Dec 86 Ceremony.
Above p r i c e s  in c lu d e  p os tage  Zc engrav ing .



The Execut ive  Council o-f VBOB has made th e  VBOB 
MEDALLION, W/Ribbon, a v a i l a b l e  t o  th e  membership.

The MEDALLION, a 2 1/2 inch r e p l i c a  o-F our VBOB 
i n s i g n i a ,  i s  -finished in f i v e  c o l o r s  baked enarual on a 
gold co lo red  base.  I t  i s  suspended on a 1 1-^2 inch neck 
r ibbon .  The 5/S inch c e n te r  o-f tho  r ibbon  i s  g reen  to  
r e p r e s e n t  the  p ine  t r e e s  remember. I t  i s  -flanked on 
both s i d e s  by the  c o lo r s  o-f th e  f l a g s  of Belgium and 
Luxembourg.

All VBOB members wear th e  Medallion suspended from 
the  neck by th e  r ibbon .  L i f e  members a re  d e s ig n a ted  by 
a s i l v e r  s t a r  a f f ix e d  in th e  c e n te r  of each leg  of th e  
r ibbon  approximate ly  3 inc hs  above th e  Medallion (or 
he lmets  in  th e  case  of o f f i c e r s ) .

Chapter o f f i c e r s  wear a l e t t e r  "C" above the  5 /8  
inch s i l v e r  he lmets  which d e s ig n a te  th e  o f f i c e  he ld :
3 helmets  each s id e  d e s ig n a te  a Chapter P r e s i d e n t ;
2 he lm e ts ,  a Chapter Vice p r e s i d e n t ;  1 helmet a member 
of a Chapter s t a f f -

National  o f f i c e r s  wear a l e t t e r  "N” above th e  5 /8  
inch s i l v e r  helmets .  The Na t ional  P r e s id e n t  wears
4 helme ts  on each s id e ;  Na tional  Vice P r e s i d e n t s  wear
3 helmets ;  National  S ta f f  o f f i c e r s  wear 2 he lm e ts  and 
Appointed o f f i c e r s  wear 1 helmet.

Former o f f i c e r s  wear gold (v ice  s i l v e r )  he lm e ts .

Chapters  may order he lm ets  and "C " 's  f o r  t h e i r  
ch ap te r  o f f i c e r s .  Cost i s  $^1.00 per  h e l m e t / l e t t e r .
P lease  d e s ig n a te  the  names and o f f i c e  of th e  c h ap te r  
o f f i c e r s  in your l e t t e r  o rd e r .

I n d iv id u a l s  should use th e  VBOB ORDER Blank on th e  
r e v e r s e  of t h i s  shee t  to  a s s u r e  c o r r e c t  p r i c i n g  of t h e i r  
o r d e r .

THE VBOB M E D A L L IO N

NEW NEW NEW NEW
VIDEO CASSETTES OF THE 

16 DECEMBER 1936 DEDICATION CEREMONY 
NEW NEW NEW NEW

The h i s t o r i c a l  Ceremony, dur ing  which VBOB d e d ica ted  a 
Memorial Plaque and Tree a t  th e  Am pitheater  in  A r l ing ton  
National Cemetery on the  16th of December 1986, was p rese rv e d  
on video t a p e .  P r e s id e n t  Chekan a r ranged  f o r  th e  r e c o rd in g  of 
the  d e d ic a t io n  and th e  l ay in g  of a VBOB wreath  a t  th e  Tomb of 
the  Unknown S o ld ie r  by a p r o f e s s io n a l  audio  v i s u a l  company. 
C a s se t t e  r e c o rd in g s  a re  a v a i l a b l e  in both Beta and VHS format? 
as l i s t e d  on th e  order blank on th e  r e v e r s e  of t h i s  s h e e t .



c ^ ^ ' i a c u ^

OF'FFCE O F  T H E  M A Y O R  

rHOMAS (i. YOI NC;

M a r c h  9 ,  1 9 8 /

M r .  W i l l i a m  
C e n t r a l  New 
V e t e r a n s  o f

D e a r  B i l l :

G.  M i t c h e l l ,  P r e s i d e n t
Y o r k  C h a p t e r
t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u l g e

On b e h a l f  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  S y r a c u s e ,  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t a k e  t h i s  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  w e l c o m e  t h e  V e t e r a n s  o f  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t l i e  B u l g e  
t o  S y r a c u s e  i n  1 9 8 7 .

S y r a c u s e  i s  p r o u d  o f  i t s  t r a d i t i o n  a s  a  c o n v e n t i o n  c i t y .  I t  
i s  o u r  s i n c e r e  h o p e  t n a t  y o u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w i l l  t a k e  f u l l  a d ­
v a n t a g e  o f  o u r  c e n t r a l  l o c a t i o n ,  e a s i l y  a c c e s s i b l e  b y  r o a d ,  
r a i l  o r  a i r ;  o u r  m a n y  u n i q u e  a t t r a c t i o n s ,  p r o v i d i n g  s o m e t h i n g  
o f  i n t e r e s t  f o r  e v e r y o n e ;  a n d  t h e  h o s p i t a l i t y  t h a t  w i l l  m a k e  
t h e  m. em. bers  o f  y o u r  n r g a  n i z a i - i  o n  f p p l  w e l c o m e  t o  o u r  c o m m u n i t y ,

We w o u l d  l i k e  t o  w e l c o m e  y o u  t o  S y r a c u s e  i n  1 9 8 7 .

S i n c e r e l y

T h o m a s  G.  Y o u n g  
Mayor

c p w

201 City Hall • Syracuse, N Y. 13202
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From. PLACE
S T A MP
HERE

Zip.

Veterans of the  Battle of the  Bulge 
P.O .Box 11129 
Arlington, VA 22210-2129



Y o u r  a t t e n t i o n ,  P L E A S E .  .  .

Use this convenient envelope 
to pay NOW and help maintain 
our VBOB Association

Your dues are $10.00

Make check or money order payable to 
Veterans of the Battle of the Bulge

Thank You

Dear Comrade . . .
Our annual dues are the main 

source of income for VBOB. if 
the arrow on the back cover of 
this newsletter indicated that 
you are in arrears, won’t you 
please use this convenient 
envelope to pay your dues and 
help support our wonderful and 
meaningful organization.

And 
^^Kilroy '̂says.

While you’re at i t . . . how about 
putting a note in the same 
envelope and letting VBOB 
know what you’ve been up to 
these past 42 years. Don’t forget 
to mention what outfit you were 
in. You may just get your name 
in the newsletter.



VETERANS  
of the 
BATTLE  
OF TH E  
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Apri l  1987  EDITION

Dear VBOB’er;
“It will soon be the warm months of May, 

June, July, August and September. This is 
usually the time of the yearly division association 
meetings. There are still thousands of those elite 
veterans who participated in the Battle of the 
Bulge; from front lines to field hospitals; from a 
lonely trooper on a road block to a Corps action, 
these veterans are out there.

We ask you all to carry the message to these 
people when it is reunion meeting time. Many 
veterans have never heard about V.B.O.B. It is 
up to us to spread the word. We ask you to cut

out and carry the attached application into the 
hills and into the woods and seek out these 
veterans and sign them up as V.B.O.B members.

Our objectives are to promote friendship and 
foster good will and preserve the historical data 
which many of us know. It was prompt action 
that we gave during the Winter of ‘44’ . Let us 
act today - tomorrow may be too late.”

Neil B. Thompson 
National Vice President 
for Membership

A n n u al D u es A PPLICATION FOR M EM BERSH IP
$ io  V E T E R A N S OF TH E B A T T L E  OF TH E BU LG E

P.O . B ox 1 1 1 2 9 ,  A r lin g to n , V irg in ia  2 2 2 1 0 -2 1 2 9

DONATIONS 
ARE WELCOME

Nam e

A ddress 

City ____

.  B irthdate _ 

Phone( )_

State Zip

Unit(s) to w h ich  assign ed  during period D ecem ber 16. 1944 — Jan u ary  25 . 1945 (Div, R egt. Bn, C o ).

C am paign R ibbons and Battle stars aw a rd ed .

W ou n d ed .

Captured

Make check or m oney order payable to VBOH and niatl w ith this applicaiiun to above address


