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rHE BULU£ BUULt.  is t he  official  publ i ca -  
t ion of  Ve t e r an s  of  t he  Bat t l e  of  t he  Bulge.
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OUR OBJECTIVES ARE:
• To f o s t e r  i n t e r na t i ona l  peace

and  good will
• To promot e  f r i e n d s h i p
• To p e r p e t u a t e  t he  memory of

t h e  s acr i f i ce  involved
• To p r e s e r v e  hi s tor i ca l  da t a

and  s i t es

VBOB
LIFE MEMBERSHIPS

>50 if a ge  70 o r  o v e r  
S75 if age  50 t h r u  59 
$100 if u n d e r  a ge  50

Veterans 
Administration

T h e  V e t e r a n s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
o p e r a t e s  b o t h  i n p a t i e n t  a n d  
o u t p a t i e n t  c l i n i c s  i n  m o s t  VA 
m e d i c a l  c e n t e r s  f o r  h o n o r a b l y  
d i s c h a r g e d  v e t e r a n s  w h o  m a y  
h a v e  a n  a l c o h o l  o r  d r u g  d e ­
p e n d e n c e  p r o b l e m .

THE PRESIDENT’S 
COLUMN
As your newly-elected president, I accept this 
challenge with great pride and anticipation.

First and foremost, on behalf of all Veterans of the 
Battle of the Bulge, I want to thank Clyde Boden, our first president, for his 
insight in founding this great organization.

Also kudos to our out going president, Robert J. Van Houien for his 
two years at the helm. I hope to continue to fulfill the goals and enhance 
the growth of VBOB over the coming year.

I became aware of VBOB via a rather unusual route. I’m relating this to 
you as it could paraUel your approach in recruiting a new member.

Several years ago, I was referred to a dentist. Dr. Carroll E. Frawley. 
During one of my appointments, he casually mentioned that he had served 
in the Battle of the Bulge with Headquarters Co., 1st Battalion,
110th Reg., 28th Division, and was captured December 
19th, 1944 at Clervaux, Luxembourg. I, in turn, related my talc as an 
infantryman with the 39th Infantry of the 9th Infantry Division. It was then 
that he told me about V BOB located in Arlington, V A; about their 
upcoming General Membership Meeting and their planned tour of the 
battlefields in Belgium and Luxembourg. That’s all the info I needed.. .1 
joined VBOB and went ofl’ on that sentimental journey (my retirement gift 
fi-om my family). A highlight of the trip was locating and meeting with 
Belgian friends ! had not seen h*. over forty years.. .  what a rcaniun!

Since than I have been attending the regular monthly Executive Council 
meetings at Fort Myer, VA, and last year was appointed Program 
Chairman for the 5th General Membership Meeting.

The six months of planning reached its fruition when VBOB members 
and their families and friends gathered at the Sheraton Hotel, Arlington.
V A. last November; renewing old friendships; swapping wartime
p v n p r ip n r p «  ^n H  p n j n y i n o  t h p  ItlE H y 2C tiV !ti€S . T I 16 !H 6 n ib ? rS

held spellbound at the Business Meeting, listening to author Dave Pergrin’s 
detailed account of the Malmedy Massacre. On the agenda, aiso, was the 
wreath-laying ceremony at Arlington National Cemetery: a memorial service 
at the hotel by our own Rev. George Hall, Jr., for our departed comrades; 
a visit to the Battle of the Bulge Gallery, Fort Meade, MD, Museum 
followed by a brunch at the Fort Meade Officer’s Club. A welcome speech 
to the members and guests was given by Lt. General Charles Franklin,
First Army Commander. These events were capped by a concert by the 
First Army Band playing peppery marches and old favorites such as “ Lili 
Marlene” . It was truly a nostalgic get-together.. . a rewarding experience

On December 16th, 1986, we dedicated a memorial tree and plaque at 
Arlington National Cemetery. This date coincided with the start of the 
battle in 1944. Your great-great-grandchildren will see this plaque and can4i  4 e  4 - k . f - _ i __________________ ; _____-.1____ i —. u - 4 .itiiii one ui uicu luiuciticis nita uivuitcu hi miai vt ui îwii
called. . .  “ undoubtedly the greatest American battle of the war and will, I 
believe, be regarded as an ever-famous victory” .

This year the General Membership Meeting will take place in another 
city. Perhaps the new locale will make it easier for more of you to attend.

We can all help our organization to grow by telling other veterans who 
served in the Battle of the Bulge, about our organization and encourage 
them to join and share with us the exeperiences of this pivotal part of 
American History.
Two of our goals are to enjoy the comraderie and to preserve and 
perpetuate the history of this great battle for future generations.

Unlike the Civil War Battle of Gettysburg, there will be no U.S. 
battlefield to visit, but like Gettysburg, the Battle of the Bulge will, through 
our endeavours, be remembered as a battle that turned the tide of war.

Again, let me say, pass the word about VBOB to your comrades 
. . .  as Carroll Frawley did to m e.. .  and like me. I’m sure he or she will be 
forever thankful that you did! /

Yours in Comradeship ^  .
George Chekan



Membership Meeting Planning Committee
A g r e a t  b i g  "THANK YOU" to  t h e  many 
VBOB me m be r s  who w o r k e d  a n u m b e r  of 
h o u r s  to  make th i s  a most  en j o y a b le  F if th  
G e n e r a l  M e m ber sh i p  Mee t ing .  A spe c ia l  
"THANKS"  to  t h e  c h a i r m a n  of  t h e  P l a n n i n g  
Commi t t ee ,  G e o r g e  C h e k a n ,  who b r o u g h t  
t o g e t h e r  t h e  i d e a s ,  t h e  peop le  a n d  t h e  r e ­
s o u r c e s  to  make it  all h a p p e n .  O t h e r  mem­
b e r s  who a s s i s t e d  with t h e  m e e t in g  in c l u d e :

• Helen B e r r y — A s s i s t e d  wi th r e g i s t r a ­
t ion of  g u e s t s .

• C l yd e  B o d e n — P r o v i d e d  s u p p o r t  a n d  
g u i d a n c e  to  t h e  commi t t ee .

•  J o s e p h  C a v a n a u g h — N eg o t i a t e d  t h e  
m e e t in g  a r r a n g e m e n t s  wi th t h e  ho te l .

•  Del i lah & P e t e r  D o u n i s — O r g a n i z e d  t h e  
r e g i s t r a t i o n  of  g u e s t s .

•  E u g e n e  D r o u i l l a r d — C o o r d i n a t e d  t h e  
p l a n s  f o r  t h e  i m p r e s s i v e  c e r e m o n y  a t  A r ­
l in g to n  C e m e t e r y  a n d  p r o v i d e d  b u s  t r a n s ­
p o r t a t i o n  f o r  t h e  m e e t i n g .

•  Wm. G r e e n v i l l e — S e r v e d  as  M as te r  of 
C e re m o n ie s  f o r  t h e  b a n q u e t  a n d  a s  a d v i s e r  
to t h e  commi t t ee .

•  G e o r g e  Hall ,  J r . — D el iv e r ed  s e v e r a l  i n ­
v o c a t i o n s  a n d  p r e s i d e d  a t  t h e  Memorial  
S e r v i c e .

•  E a r l e  H a r t — A s s i s t e d  wi th a r r a n g e m e n t s  
f o r  t h e  "Da y  a t  F o r t  M e ad e , "  r e a d i e d  th e  
Ba t t l e  of  t h e  Bu lg e  G a l l e ry  f o r  v ie w i n g ,  
a n d  s e r v e d  as  M a s t e r  of  C e re m o ni e s  a t  th e  
F t .  Meade B r u n c h .

•  Wm. Hemphi l l— A s s i s t e d  wi th r e g i s t r a t ­
ion a n d  t h e  sa le  of  VBOB m a te r i a l s .

•  J o s e p h  L a n g b a r t — P r e s i d e d  a t  th e  
s w e a r i n g - i n  of  t h e  new o f f i c e r s  f o r  th e  
coming y e a r .

•  Ben jamin  L ay to n  — P lay ed  T a p s  a t  t h e  
memorial  s e r v i c e  a n d  g a v e  t h e  in v o c a t i o n  a t  
t h e  F t .  Meade Museum.

• Haro ld  L e i n b a u g h  — D i s c u s s e d  a n d  a u t o ­
g r a p h e d  hi s  book " T h e  Men of  Co m pa ny  K" 
a n d  e s c o r t e d  Gen .  C l a r k e  to  F t .  Meade .

•  E.  " L u c k y "  Lo iacono— S e r v e d  a s  F in a n c e  
O f f i c e r  f o r  t h e  m e e t i n g  a n d  wi th h i s  wife,
C o nn i e ,  h o s t e d  Brig". G en .  a n d  Mrs .  C ly -  
bouw (Be l g iu m E m b a s s y )  a t  t h e  F t .  Meade 
B r u n c h .

•  Holly McCord — A s s i s t e d  wi th t h e  sa le s  
of  VBOB m a t e r i a l s .

•  C h a r l e s  MacDonald — D i s c u s s e d  a n d  a u t o ­
g r a p h e d  h i s  b o o k s  a n d  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  
g u e s t  s p e a k e r  a t  t h e  b a n q u e t .

•  Dee P a r i s — A r r a n g e d  f o r  t h e  B o o k / A u t h ­
o r  s e s s i o n ,  mi l i t a ry  book  sa le s  a n d  p r e s i d e d  
a t  t h e  " B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u l ge  Movie" p r e s e n ­
t a t ion  .

David P e r g r i n - - A s s i s t e d  a t  t h e  Mil i tary 
Book Tab l e  a n d  b r i e f e d  t h e  g r o u p  on th e  
Malmedy M a s s a c re .

• R o b e r t  P h i l l i p s — A s s i s t e d  wi th Mil i tary 
Book Sales  a n d  a u t o g r a p h e d  h is  b o o k .

• Neil a n d  Ph y l l i s  T h o m p s o n — D e s i g n e d  
a n d  a s s e m b l e d  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  t a b le  c e n t e r ­
p ie ce s  f o r  t h e  F t .  Meade B r u n c h .

• R o b e r t  V a n H o u t e n - - P r o v i d e d  o v e r a l l  
s u p p o r t  a n d  p r e s i d e d  a t  t h e  G e n e r a l  Mem­
b e r s h i p  Me e t ing .

• B a r c r o f t  B o o k s - - P r o v i d e d  t h e  wide s e l ­
ec t ion  of  mi l i t a ry  b o o k s .

• Th e  many  p eo p l e  f rom F t .  Meade a n d  
F t .  Myer  who g a v e  u s  g u i d a n c e  a n d  a s s i s ­
t a n c e  in o u r  p l a n s .

•AND ALL OF THE VBOB MEMBERS WHO 
GAVE A HELPING HAND!! !

. . . D o r o t h y  S . Dav i s
R e c o r d e r ,  P l a n n i n g  Commit t ee

OPERATION FRIENDSHIP  
"AMIS POUR TO UJOURS"

We h a v e  r e t u r n e d  as  v e t e r a n s  
O nce  more to  know a n d  s e e .
T h i s  l and  f o r  which  we f o u g h t  a n d  b led 
To ga in y o u r  l i b e r t y .

We l a n d e d  on t h a t  d a y  in J u n e  
Amidst  t h e  s h o t  a n d  s h e l l .
Upon t h e  s h o r e s  of  N o r m a n d y  
Where  c o m r a d e s  d ied  a n d  fe l l .

Atop t h e  cl i f f  a t  Sa in t  L a u r e n t  
B e n e a th  t h e  m a r k e r s  w hi t e .
Nine t h o u s a n d  of  o u r  c o m r a d e s  s l ee p  
Who fell  am id s t  t h e  f i g h t .

T h e  g u n s  o f  w a r  h a v e  lon g  b e e n  st i l l  
And F r a n c e  k n o w s  l i b e r t y .
We hop e  a n d  p r a y  t h a t  wi th G od ' s  aid 
I t  will f o r e v e r  b e .

L ong  may t h e  b o n d s  b e t w e e n  o u r  l a n d s  
F o r e v e r  c h e r i s h e d  b e .
And be  a s ym b o l  to t h e  wor ld  
Of  ma n ' s  will t o  be  f r e e .  /y ' /

%
H a r o l d

( H a ro ld  g a v e  me th i s  poem when  we w e r e  
in P a r i s  t o g e t h e r  on Oc t .  2 8 th .  . . . E d . )



Report of the Fifth General Membership Meeting
N o v e m b e r  6 t h
A p p r o x i m a t e l y  170 m e m b e r s ,  s p o u s e s  a n d  
g u e s t s  r e g i s t e r e d  f o r  t h e  F i f t h  G e n e r a l  
M e m b e r s h i p  M e e t i n g  o f  t h e  V e t e r a n s  o f  t h e  
B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u l g e .  T h e  a f t e r n o o n  a n d  
e v e n i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e  h e l d  in t h e  A t r i u m  
L o u n g e  o f  t h e  S h e r a t o n  C r y s t a l  C i t y  H o te l  
in  A r l i n g t o n  a n d  i t  w a s  a h a p p y  g a t h e r i n g  
p l a c e  f o r  b o t h  n e w  a n d  o ld  m e m b e r s  t o  r e ­
n e w  a c q u a i n t a n c e s .

A B o o k / A u t h o r  a r e a  p r o v i d e d  a n  o p p o r t u n ­
i t y  f o r  m e m b e r s  t o  p u r c h a s e ,  a n d  h a v e  
a u t o g r a p h e d ,  b o o k s  w r i t t e n  b y  s o m e  o f  t h e  
V e t e r a n s  o f  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u l g e .  T h e  
f o l l o w i n g  a u t h o r s  w e r e  p r e s e n t :

H a r o l d  L e i n b a u g h - " T h e  Men o f  C o m p a n y
K"

C h a r l e s  M a c D o n a l d - " C o m p a n y  C o m m a n d ­
e r ,  "A T im e  f o r  T r u m p e t s , "  " T h e  M i g h t y  
E n d e a v o r , "  a n d  " T h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  H u e r t -  
g e n  F o r e s t "

D a v i d  P e r g r i n - " T h e  D a m n e d  E n g i n e e r s "  
R o b e r t  P h i l l i p s - " T o  S a v e  B a s t o g n e  " 
P h i l l i p  B i g l e r - " l n  H o n o r e d  G l o r y "

B a r c r o f t  B o o k s  a l s o  p r o v i d e d  a l a r g e  s e l e c ­
t i o n  o f  WWII m i l i t a r y  b o o k s  f o r  p u r c h a s e

Sam S i l v e r m a n  e x h i b i t e d  p h o t o s  f r o m  l a s t  
y e a r ' s  e v e n t s .  A l so  d i s p l a y e d  w e r e  a n u m ­
b e r  o f  e n l a r g e d  a n d  m o u n t e d  p h o t o s  o f  t h e  
B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u l g e  a c t i o n  ( p r o v i d e d  b y  
E a r l e  H a r t ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  
B u l g e  G a l l e r y ,  F t .  M e a d e ,  MD ) .

A S o c i a l  M i x e r  w a s  h e l d  f r o m  6  t o  9 p . m .
I t  w a s  a  t i m e  f o r  m o r e  v i s i t i n g  a n d  r e f r e s h ­
m e n t s  a s  wel l  a s  to  e n j o y  a c c o r d i a n  m u s i c  
o f  t h e  4 0 ' s .  D ee  P a r i s  s h o w e d  m o v i e s  o f  
t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u l g e  a n d  B r i d g e  a t  R e m -  
a g e n ;  t h e  m i n i - t h e a t r e  w a s  " s t a n d i n g  room 
o n l y "  m o s t  o f  t h e  e v e n i n g .  D a v i d  P e r g r i n  
w o n  t h e  d o o r  p r i z e  w h i c h  w a s  h i s  c h o i c e  
o f  o n e  o f  t h e  d i s p l a y e d  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u l g e  
p h o t o s .

N o v e m b e r  7 t h
T h e  d a y ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  b e g a n  w i t h  a  m e m o r ia l  
s e r v i c e  b y  C h a p l a i n  H a l l .  T h e  n a m e s  o f  65 
d e c e a s e d  m e m b e r s  w e r e  r e a d  a n d  B e n j a m i n  
L a y t o n  p l a y e d  T a p s .

A f t e r  t h e  m e m o r i a l  s c r v i c e  t h e  m e m b e r s  d e ­
p a r t e d  b y  b u s  f o r  c e r e m o n i e s  a t  A r l i n g t o n  
C e m e t e r y .  T h e  c h a n g i n g  o f  t h e  g u a r d  a t  
t h e  T o m b  o f  t h e  U n k n o w n  S o l d i e r  w a s  im­
p r e s s i v e  a s  w a s  t h e  s p e c i a l  c e r e m o n y  b y  
t h e  3d US I n f a n t r y ,  T h e  Old  G u a r d .

T h e  B u s i n e s s  M e e t i n g  w a s  h e l d  f r o m  2 to  4 
p . m .  T h e  m e e t i n g  w a s  c a l l e d  to  o r d e r  b y  
G e o r g e  C h e k a n ,  P r o g r a m  P l a n n i n g  C h a i r m a n ;  
t h e  C o l o r  G u a r d  f r o m  t h e  VB O B M D /D C 
C h a p t e r  p o s t e d  t h e  c o l o r s .  A f t e r  p o s t i n g  
t h e  c o l o r s ,  R o b e r t  V a n H o u t e n ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  
V B O B ,  c h a i r e d  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  m e e t ­
i n g .  Som e  80 m e m b e r s  a t t e n d e d  a n d  t h e y  
i n t r o d u c e d  t h e m s e l v e s b y  g i v i n g  t h e i r  n a m e ,  
ho m e  a d d r e s s  a n d  m i l i t a r y  u n i t  s e r v e d  w i t h  
d u r i n g  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u l g e .

P r e s i d e n t  V a n H o u t e n  to ld  a b o u t  t h e  j u s t -  
c o m p l e t e d  V BO B t r i p  to  B e l g i u m ,  L u x e m ­
b o u r g ,  G e r m a n y  a n d  F r a n c e  ( O c t .  19- 
N o v .  1) .  He a l s o  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  a c c o m p l i s h ­
m e n t s  o f  t h e  p a s t  y e a r  i n c l u d i n g :

•  P r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t w o  b o o k s  t o  172 VA 
M e d ic a l  C e n t e r s — "A Time  f o r  T r u m p e t s "  
a n d  " T o  S a v e  B a s t o g n e . "

•  D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u l g e  
G a l l e r y  a t  t h e  F t .  M e ad e  M u s e u m ,

•  T h e  c o m m e m o r a t i v e  " P l a q u e  a n d  T r e e "  
C e r e m o n y  a t  A r l i n g t o n  C e m e t e r y  to  b e  h e l d  
on  D e c e m b e r  16 th .

•  T h e  s a l e  o f  VB O B M e d a l l i o n s .

Mr .  E d w a r d  R o s e ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  V o l u n t a r y  
S e r v i c e s  o f  t h e  VA Me di ca l  C e n t e r s ,  s p o k e  
t o  t h e  g r o u p  b r i e f l y  a n d  t h a n k e d  t h e m  f o r  
t h e  b o o k s .

T h e  T r e a s u r e r ' s  r e p o r t  w a s  g i v e n  b y  Wil­
l iam H e m p h i l l .  A m ot io n  w a s  m a d e ,  s e c ­
o n d e d  a n d  a p p r o v e d  to  a c c e p t  t h i s  r e p o r t .

J o s e p h  L a n g b a r t ,  G e n e r a l  C o u n s e l ,  d i s ­
c u s s e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p r o p o s e d  a m e n d m e n t s  
to  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n :

A r t i c l e  I X G 1 0 ( a ) - t o  c h a n g e  t h e  num ber  o f  
s t a n d i n g  c o m m i t t e e s  to  " f i v e . "

A r t i c l e  I X G 1 0 ( a ) - t o  p e r m i t  t h e  on m m i t tp p  
c h a i r p e r s o n  t o  a p p o i n t  c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s .

A r t i c l e  X l A - t o  i n c l u d e  on  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  
C o u n c i l  a d d i t i o n a l l y  " d u l y  a p p o i n t e d  o f ­
f i c e r s "  a n d  "a l l  l i v i n g  p a s t  p r e s i d e n t s . "  
M o t i o n s  w e r e  m a d e ,  s e c o n d e d  a n d  a p p r o v e d  
to  a c c e p t  t h e s e  p r o p o s e d  a m e n d m e n t s  to  
t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n .

E a r l e  H a r t ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  
B u l g e  G a l l e r y ,  b r i e f e d  t h e  g r o u p  on  t h e  
h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  c o l l e c ­
t i o n  o f  p h o t o s  a n d  a r t i f a c t s  now in  t h e  
G a l l e r y .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  aim o f  t h e  
G a l l e r y  i s  to  p r e s e n t  t h e  r e a l i s m  o f  t h e  
B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u l g e  a n d  t o  c o l l e c t  t h e  
a r t i f a c t s  a n d  h i s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  w h o  
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f o u g h t  in  t h e b a t t l e .  M r .  H a r t  s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h e  p r e s e n t  G a l l e r y  i s  o n l y  a  b e g i n n i n g  
a n d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n e e d  f o r  a  l a r g e r  f a c i l i t y  
a n d  m o r e  f i n a n c i a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  p r o ­
c e e d  w i t h  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  I t  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  to  
b e  w i s e  t o  s t a y  w i t h i n  t h e  A r m y  s y s t e m  
f o r  c o n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t .

Mr .  B e n j a m i n  T w i g g  m a d e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
f o u r - p a r t  m o t i o n :  (1) T h a t  t h e  m e m b e r ­
s h i p  a c c e p t  t h e  r e p o r t  b y  E a r l e  H a r t ,  ( 2 )
T o  p r o c e e d  w i t h  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  G a l l e r y ,  if  
t h e  A r m y  m e e t s  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  ( 3 )  To  
i n i t i a t e  t h e  m e c h a n i c s  f o r  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  
s i z e  o f  t h e  m u s e u m ,  a n d  t o  d e v e l o p  a  f u n d ­
r a i s i n g  p l a n  t o  p r o v i d e  s u f f i c i e n t  f n n d s  to  
a c c o m p l i s h  t h i s  e f f o r t ,  a n d  ( 4 )  T h a t  t h i s  
f o u r - p a r t  m o t i o n  b e  a p p r o v e d  a n d  a c c e p t e d  
b y  a c c l a m a t i o n .  T h e  m e m b e r s h i p  d i d  
v o i c e  a p p r o v a l  a n d  a c c e p t e d  t h e  e n t i r e  
m o t i o n  b y  a c c l a m a t i o n .

D a v i d  P e r g i n ,  C o m m a n d i n g  O f f i c e r  o f  t h e  
291st  E n g i n e e r  C o m b a t  B a t t a l i o n ,  g a v e  a 
s h o r t  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  M a lm e d y  M a s s a c r e .  Mr .  
P e r g r i n  h a d  p e r s o n a l l y  r e s c u e d  so m e  o f  
t h e  17 s u r v i v o r s  o f  t h i s  a t r o c i t y .  T h e  m a s ­
s a c r e  o c c u r r e d  o n  D e c e m b e r  17, 1944 in a 
f i e l d  n e a r  B a u g n e z ,  B e l g i u m .  T h e  s u r v i v ­
o r s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  G e r m a n s  m a c h i n e - g u n n e d  
t h e  A m e r i c a n  p r i s o n e r s  o f  w a r  ( m o s t  o f  
wh om  w e r e  f r o m  t h e  2 8 5 t h  F i e l d  O b s .  B n . )  
T h o s e  w h o  a p p e a r e d  t o  s t i l l  b e  a l i v e  w e r e  
t h e n  s h o t  in  t h e  h e a d  w i t h  m a c h i n e  g u n s .  
T h o s e  17 men  w h o  s u r v i v e d  d i d  s o  b y  e i t h e r  
p l a y i n g  d e a d  o r  e s c a p i n g  i n t o  a  n e a r b y  
w o o d e d  a r e a .  T h e  G e r m a n s  o c c u p i e d  t h i s  
a r e a  a n d  i t  w a s  n o t  u n t i l  J a n u a r y  13, 1945 
w h e n  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  w a s  r e c a p t u r e d  b y  t h e  
A m e r i c a n  A r m y  t h a t  t h e  b o d i e s  o f  t h e  
m a s s a c r e d  m en  w e r e  l o c a t e d  w i t h  t h e  a i d  
o f  m i n e  d e t e c t o r s .

D a v e  T u r n e r  o f  T u r n e r  B o o k s  b r i e f e d  t h e  
g r o u p  o n  M i l i t a r y  U n i t  H i s t o r y  B o o k s  w h i c h  
h i s  p u b l i s h i n g  c o m p a n y  i s  p r i n t i n g .  He 
s t a t e d  t h a t  m e m b e r s  m a y  w r i t e  t h e i r  ow n  
b i o g r a p h y  ( 2 0 0  w o r d s  o r  l e s s )  a n d  t h a t  
T u r n e r  B o o k s  wil l  a s s i s t  i n  w r i t i n g  t h e  
h i s t o r i c a l  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  b o o k .  V B O B  will  
c o n s i d e r  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  a t  a  l a t e r  d a t e .

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  s l a t e  o f  o f f i c e r s  w a s  p r e s e n t ­
e d  t o  t h e  m e m b e r s  a n d  a c c e p t e d  b y  
a c c l a m a t i o n :

•  P r e s i d e n t - G e o r g e  C h e k a n ,  3 9 th  I n f ,
9 t h  I n f .  D i v .

•  E x e c u t i v e  Vice  P r e s i d e n t - W i l l i a m  T .  
G r e e n v i l l e ,  8 6 t h  C h e m .  M o r t a r  B n .

•  Vice  P r e s i d e n t  f o r  N a t i o n a l  a n d  R e g i o n ­
al  C o o r d i n a t i o n - V V m . A. S i m p k i n s ,  XIX T A C ,  
9 t h  A i r  F o r c e .

•  Vice  P r e s i d e n t  f o r  M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s -  
E u g e n e  G.  D r o u i l l a r d ,  29 I s t  I n f ,  7 5 th  I n f .
D i v .

•  V ic e  P r e s i d e n t  f o r  M e m b e r s h i p  -  Nei l  
T h o m p s o n ,  7 4 0 th  T a n k  B n .

•  T r e a s u r e r - W m . R .  H e m p h i l l ,  3 r d  A r m d .  
D i v ,  3 6 th  A I R .

•  R e c o r d i n g  S e c r e t a r y - D o r o t h y  S t e i n b i s  
D a v i s ,  A r m y  N u r s e ,  5 7 th  F ie ld  H o s p i t a l .

•  C o r r e s p o n d i n g  S e c r e t a r y - T o m  G i l l i s ,  4 t h  
A r m d .  D i v .  C C R .

T h e  n e w  o f f i c e r s  w e r e  s w o r n  in  b y  J o s e p h  
L a n g b a r t ,  G e n e r a l  C o u n s e l ,  a n d  wil l  t a k e  
o f f i c e  o n  D e c e m b e r  16, 1986.

D a v i d  P e r g r i n  l e d  t h e  m e m b e r s  in  a  s t a n d ­
i n g  o v a t i o n  t o  E a r l e  H a r t  a n d  D o r o t h y  D a v i s  
f o r  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  in  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  
t h e  B u l d g e  G a l l e r y  a t  t h e  F o r t  M e a d e ,  MD 
M u s e u m .

C o n s i d e r a t i o n  i s  b e i n g  g i v e n  t o  a  s i t e ,  o u t ­
s i d e  o f  t h e  W a s h i n g t o n  a r e a ,  f o r  t h e  1987 
G e n e r a l  M e m b e r s h i p  M e e t i n g .  T h e  n a m e s  o f  
d e c e a s e d  m e m b e r s ,  c o m m e m o r a t e d  in  t h e  
m o r n i n g  m e m o r i a l  s e r v i c e ,  wil l  b e  l i s t e d  in  
t h e  n e x t  i s s u e  o f  T H E  B U L G E  B U G L E .
A f t e r  t h e  C o l o r s  w e r e  r e t i r e d  a  m o t i o n  w a s  
m a d e ,  s e c o n d e d  a n d  a p p r o v e d  t o  a d j o u r n  
t h e  1986 G e n e r a l  M e m b e r s h i p  M e e t i n g .

O v e r  150 m e m b e r s  a n d  g u e s t s  a t t e n d e d  t h e  
e v e n i n g  b a n q u e t  in  t h e  h o t e l  b a l l r o o m .  Wm. 
G r e e n v i l l e  s e r v e d  a s  M a s t e r  o f  C e r e m o n i e s .  
S p e c i a l  g u e s t s  a t  t h e  h e a d  t a b l e  i n c l u d e d  
t w o  A r m y  N u r s e s  f r o m  t h e  51st  F i e l d  H o s p i ­
t a l ,  J a n i c e  R e i l l y  a n d  M a r ie  S h o w a l t e r .  U n ­
a b l e  t o  f i n d  s u i t a b l e  q u a r t e r s  in  A i s n e ,  B e l ­
g i u m  in  J a n u a r y  1945,  t h e  51st F ie ld  H o s p i ­
t a l  e r e c t e d  p y r a m i d a l  t e n t s  in  t h e  s n o w .
In  o n e  s i x t y - t h r e e - h o u r  p e r i o d  o v e r  1 ,000 
w o u n d e d  w e r e  c l e a r e d  t h r o u g h  t h i s  h o s p i t a l .

G e n e r a l  Wm. K n o w l t o n ,  w h o  s e r v e d  a s  a  1st 
L t .  d u r i n g  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u l g e ,  w a s  t h e  
g u e s t  s p e a k e r  f o r  t h e  e v e n i n g .  T h e  G e n e r a l  
w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  b y  C h a r l e s  M a c D o n a l d .

M u s i c  o f  t h e  4 0 ' s ,  f o r  l i s t e n i n g  a n d  d a n c i n g ,  
w a s  p r e s e n t e d  b y  a  d i s c  j o c k e y  a f t e r  t h e  
b a n q u e t .

N o v e m b e r  8 t h
"A D a y  a t  F o r t  G e o r g e  G.  M e a d e ,  MD" w a s  
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e n j o y e d  b y  162 m e m b e r s  a n d  g u e s t s .  T h e  
e v e n t s  b e g a n  w i t h  a v i s i t  t o  t h e  F t .  Me ade  
M u s e u m  to  s e e  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u l g e  G a l ­
l e r y .  H o s t s  a t  t h e  m u s e u m  w e r e  Alan  A r -  
c h a m b a u l t ,  C u r a t o r ,  a n d  a R e - E n a c t m . e n t  
G r o u p  in  WWIl u n i f o r m s .  A f t e r  t h e  m u s ­
e u m ,  t h e  g r o u p  a t t e n d e d  a b r u n c h  b u f f e t  
a t  t h e  F t .  Me ade  O f f i c e r s '  C l u b .  G e o r g e  
C h e k a n  p r e s i d e d  o v e r  t h e  o p e n i n g  c e r e m o n ­
i e s .  P o s t i n g  o f  t h e  C o l o r s  w a s  b y  t h e  C o l o r  
G u a r d ,  F t .  Me ade  H e a d q u a r t e r s  C o m m a n d ,  
t h e  P l e d g e  o f  A l l e g i a n c e  w a s  l e d  b y  E u g e n e  
D r o u i l l a r d  a n d  t h e  I n v o c a t i o n  g i v e n  b y  
R o b e r t  V a n H o u t e n .  E a r l e  H a r t  s e r v e d  a s  
M a s t e r  o f  C e r e m o n i e s  a n d  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  g u e s t s :

• Co l .  J o h n  V a i i e a n t ,  C o m m a n d i n g  O f f i ­
c e r  o f  F t .  M e a d e ,  a n d  M r s .  V a i i e a n t .

•  L t . G e n .  C h a r l e s  F r a n k l i n ,  C o m m a n d -
A iig  v j U i i ^ x c i i  Kj , i \ ± III y c i i i o  i f i x o .
F r a n k l i n .

•  G e n e r a l  B r u c e  C .  C l a r k e ,  A r m o r  Co m­
m a n d e r ,  S t .  V i t h ,  B e l g i u m .

•  R r i g ,  G e n ,  D an ie l  C l y b o u w ,  M i l i t a ry  
A t t a c h e ,  B e l g i u m  E m b a s s y  a n d  M r s .
C l y b o u w .
A c o n c e r t  b y  t h e  F i r s t  US A r m y  B a n d  a f ­
t e r  t h e  b u f f e t  w a s  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  en  
j o y e d  b y  a l l  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  e v e n t .

T h e  1986 G e n e r a l  M e m b e r s h i p  M e e t i n g  c o n ­
c l u d e d  w i t h  a  mo s t  e n j o y a b l e  e v e n i n g  a t  
t h e  W e s t e n d  D i n n e r  T h e a t r e  f o r  d i n n e r  
a n d  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  " B r i g a d o o n . "

. . . D o r o t h y  S t e i n b i s  D a v i s  
R e c o r d i n g  S e c r e t a r y

Members 3pe^_Out
B e n j a m i n  B .  B e r r y ,  117th I n f ,  3 0 t h  I n f .  
D i v .  i s  r e t i r e d  f r o m  t h e  SC P r o b a t i o n  a n d  
P a r o l e  B o a r d .  He w a n t s  t o  h e a r  f r o m  f e l ­
low D i v i s i o n  m e m b e r s .  Wr i t e  him a t  204 
R a i l r o a d  A v e . ,  S t .  G e o r g e ,  SC 29477 .

L eo  B l a s k o w s k i ,  2d Me d .  B n ,  2d  I n f .  D i v ,  
in  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  9 t h  I n f .  R e g t ,  s e r v e d  in 
t h a t  u n i t  f o u r  y e a r s  d u r i n g  WWII,  h a v i n g  
l a n d e d  on  t h e  s h o r e s  o f  E u r o p e  on  D+12 
h o u r s .  F o l l o w i n g  WWII h e  m a r r i e d ,  h a s  12 
c h i l d r e n  a n d  w o r k e d  in a p a p e r m i l l  f o r  35 
y e a r s .  A n y o n e  f r o m  C o .  A i s  i n v i t e d  t o  
w r i t e  t o  L eo  a t  116 H e w i t t  S t ,  R o t h s c h i l d ,  
WI 544 74 .

J o s e p h  M. H a l e y ,  126th O r d .  B n ,  Co .  B 
r e p o r t s  t h a t  h i s  u n i t  fo l lo w ed  C C B ,  4 th  AD,  
i n t o  B a s t o g n e .  S i n c e  WWII h e  h a s  b e e n  
d o i n g  w e l d i n g  a n d  m a c h i n e  s h o p  w o r k ,  
mo s t  r e c e n t l y  a t  P i c a t i n n y  A r s e n a l  in New 
J e r s e y .

D a v e  B o t t i g g i ,  Co .  A,  16th FA O b s e r v a t i o n  
B n ,  w h i l e  in B e lg iu m  in O c t o b e r  w as  a s k e d  
b y  J .  P e p i n s t e r ,  R u e  S t .  N i co l as  39,  4801 
V e r v i e r s ,  B e l g i u m ,  i f  t h e  f o l l o w in g  A m e r i ­
c a n  s e r v i c e m e n  w o u ld  w r i t e  t o  h im:  PFC 
V an  H a r r i s o n ,  Co .  D,  7 69 t h  MP B n ,  PFC 
J .  D.  P l o w d e n ,  3350 S i g .  B a s e  M a in t ,  a n d  
a n o t h e r  P l o w d e n ,  F .  N o la n d  C o . ,  I n c ,  C o l ­
u m b i a ,  S C .  D a v e  a n d  h i s  wi fe  w e r e  on 
V B O B ' s  "Am is  P o u r  T o u j o u r s "  t o u r  to  t h e  
b a t t l e  a r e a s  in O c t o b e r .

P a t  M o s e r ,  509 th  P a r a c h u t e  I n f .  B n ,  d r o v e  
t h e  " r i g s  o v e r  t h e  r o a d "  a f t e r  d i s c h a r g e  
f o r  m a n y  y e a r s ,  w o r k e d  a t  P i c a t i n n y  A r s e n ­
al  a n d  t h e  U . S .  P o s t a l  S e r v i c e  w h e n  h e  r e ­
t i r e d  f o r  d i s a b i l i t y  in  1979. In  S e p t e m b e r  
1985, h e  m a d e  h i s  f i r s t  p a r a c h u t e  ju mp  in 
41 y e a r s  a n d  t h e n  tw o  m o r e  " j u s t  to  b e  
s u r e . "

W a l t e r  P .  L a n d r u m ,  Co .  C ,  317th I n f ,  8 0 th  
I n f .  D iv .  h a s  a  " few  g o o d  w o r d s "  f o r  A r m y  
d e n t i s t s .  He j u s t  h a d  o n e  o f  h i s  " t e m p o r a r y "  
f i l l i n g s  r e m o v e d  a n d  r e n l a c e r i  a f t e r  aii t h e s e  
y e a r s .

Wm. R .  N o r r i s ,  Co .  G,  11th I n f ,  5 th  D iv ,  
T h i r d  US A r m y ,  b e c a m e  a c t i v e  a f t e r  A r m y  
r e t i r e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  M i l i t a ry  O r d e r  o f  t h e  
P u r p l e  H e a r t  a s  C h a p t e r  C o m m a n d e r  a n d  
N a t i o n a l  Aide  d e  Ca mp  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  o f  
G e o r g i a  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  a n d  h o p e s  t h i s  
iMio m e e t s  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  w h a t  h e ' s  
b e e n  d o i n g  f o r  t h e  p a s t  42 y e a r s .  He 
a l s o  r e p o r t s  t h a t  h e  " m e s s e d  u p  a c o u p l e



Members Speak Out C o n t i n u e d )

C a r l  F .  L e M i e r ,  S r . ,  C o .  B . ,  3 2 5 th  I P ,  82d  
A i r b o r n  D i v i s i o n ,  s a y s  t h e  C h r i s t m a s  t u r k e y  
h i s  u n i t  w a s  i s s u e d  w a s  r a w  a n d  m o s t  o f  i t  
w a s  t h r o w n  a w a y ,  h i s  l o n g - h a n d l e d  m u s t a c h  
h a d  i c e  o n  i t .  He h e l p e d  c o m b a t  e n g i n e e r s  
b low  u p  sm a l l  b r i d g e s .  He r e c e i v e d  a 
s e r i o u s  w o u n d  w h i l e  in  t h e  S i e g f r i e d  L i n e  
a m o n g  t h e  d r a g o n ' s  t e e t h .  T h e  co l d  k e p t  
him a l i v e  a s  h i s  a r m  w a s  a l m o s t  t o r n  o f f ;  
t h e  ma in  a r t e r y  w a s  d e s t r o y e d .

C l y d e  D.  B e a c h ,  C o .  C ,  9 t h  A r m d .  I n f ,
6 t h  A r m d .  D i v ,  a t  a g e  71 w a n t s  to  h e a r  
f r o m  m e m b e r s  o f  h i s  u n i t .  Wr i t e  C l y d e  a t  
R t .  6 , B o x  3 90 ,  H a r t w o o d ,  VA 22471.

R a l p h  G.  L e t t m a n ,  2 6 6 th  FA B n ,  403d  FA 
G p ,  F i r s t  US A r m y  w a s  a n  M- 6  p r i m e  
m o v e r  m e c h a n i c .  He r e t i r e d  l a s t  y e a r  a s  
F l e e t  & B r a n c h  M a n a g e r  o f  a  n e w  t r u c k  
a n d  r e n t a l  l e a s e  c o m p a n y .

G r a d y  E .  D e a l ,  C o .  G ,  120th I n f . ,  3 0 th  I n f  
D i v i s i o n ,  t e l l s  u s  h e  w a s  a t  O m a h a  B e a c h ;  
s p e n t  a  w e e k  w i t h  t h e  " L o s t  B a t t a l i o n "  on  
Hill  314, M o r t a i n ,  F r a n c e ;  w a l k e d  mo s t  o f  
t h e  w a y  a c r o s s  F r a n c e ,  H o l l a n d  a n d  B e l ­
g i u m  a n d  i n t o  G e r m a n y ,  a r r i v i n g  n e a r  
A a c h e n  o n  16 D e c  44.  He w a s  a t  t h e  f r o n t  
a t  M a l m e d y  — h i s  u n i t  c a m e  a c r o s s  t h e  
A m e r i c a n s  k i l l e d  in  t h e  f i e l d  a t  " F i v e  
P o i n t s . "  His  u n i t  w a s  o v e r - r u n  t a k i n g  t h e  
t o w n  o f  T h i r e m o n t ,  B e l g i u m  a n d  o v e r  h a l f  
o f  h i s  c o m p a n y  w e r e  c a p t u r e d .

C h a r l e s  D.  C l e m e n t s ,  C o .  H,  319 t h ,  8 0 th  
Div ( r e t i r e d  US A r m y  M a jo r )  s a y s  " h a t s  
o f f  to  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  p u t t i n g  
t o g e t h e r  T H E  B U L G E  B U G L E . "  He will  b e  
c o n t r i b u t i n g  to  M e m b e r s  S p e a k  O u t  a g a i n  
s o o n  a n d  h o p e s  to  a t t e n d  o u r  A n n u a l  Mem­
b e r s h i p  M e e t i n g  in N o v e m b e r .

R i c h a r d  L .  S m i t h ,  188th E n g r .  C o m b a t  B n ,  
a s k s  i f  a n y  o t h e r  m e m b e r s  o f  h i s  o ld  u n i t  
a r e  V B O B  m e m b e r s .  ( N o ,  D i c k ,  y o u ' r e  al l  
t h e r e  i s  o f  i t ! . . . Ed  . )

R o b e r t  M. K e a r n s ,  J r . ,  9 9 7 th  FA B n ,
V C o r p s ,  F i r s t  US A r m y  i s  a n x i o u s  t o  h e a r  
f r o m  f o r m e r  m e m b e r s .  He i s  a t  8  B r y a n  
S t . ,  H i c k o r y  P o i n t ,  N o r t h  M y r t l e  B e a c h ,
SC 295 82 .

S e l d o n  E .  J o n e s ,  C o .  F ,  8 8 t h  C a v .  R e c o n .  
S q d ,  8 t h  A r m o r e d  D i v i s i o n ,  w a s  e l e c t e d  
p r e s i d e n t  o f  h i s  d i v i s i o n ' s  a s s o c i a t i o n  a t  i t s  
r e u n i o n  in  J u l y .  F o r  t h e  p a s t  41 y e a r s  h e  
h a s  b e e n  w i t h  G e n e r a l  M o t o r s '  A l l i s on  G a s  
T u r b i n e  d i v i s i o n .

J o s e p h  D.  M o n a g h a n ,  3 7 th  F A ,  2 n d  I n f .
D i v ,  s u g g e s t s  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  V B O B ' s  m e m ­
b e r s h i p  s o  m e m b e r s  c a n  " c a t c h  u p  w i t h  
so m e  o ld  f r i e n d s . "  J o e  r e t i r e d  a f t e r  40 
y e a r s  w i t h  t h e  U . S .  P o s t a l  S e r v i c e .

L a w r e n c e  H o o r n s t r a ,  C o .  E ,  117th I n f ,  3 0 th  
D i v i s i o n  l e f t  t h e  s n o w y  b a t t l e f i e l d  w i t h  
t r e n c h  f o o t ,  t h u s  e n d i n g  h i s  c o m b a t  d a y s  
in  J a n u a r y  1945. He h a s  l o c a t e d  o n l y  a  
c o u p l e  " B u l g e  B u d d i e s "  a n d  w o u l d  l i k e  to  
h e a r  f r o m  o t h e r s .  Wr i t e  L a r r y  a t  145 B u t ­
l e r  S t ,  M a r i n e  C i t y ,  MI 48039 .

J a m e s  T o r n a t o r e ,  7 8 6 th  T a n k  B n ,  s a y s  h e  
wil l  n e v e r  f o r g e t  t h e  co l d  w i n t e r  a n d  
m i s e r a b l e  t i m e  h e  h a d  -  t h e  w o r s t  p a r t  o f  
t h e  w a r  f o r  h im .  He e n d e d  u p  in  C z e c h o ­
s l o v a k i a .  He t a u g h t  t a n k  f i g h t i n g  a t  F t .  
K n o x  in  1942 a n d  C a m p  C h a f f e e  in  1943.

P a u l  B .  G r i s s o ,  J r . ,  C o .  G ( ? ) ,  4 2 2 n d  
R e g t ,  106th D i v i s i o n  t e l l s  o f  b e i n g  a  P F C  
w h e n  c a p t u r e d  a n d  l o s i n g  70 l b s .  i n  p r i s o n  
c a m p  a n d  c o l l a p s i n g  on  t h e  r o a d  g a n g .  He 
w a s  r e l e a s e d  f r o m  t h e  p r i s o n  h o s p i t a l  b y  a 
r e c o n  o u t f i t  o f  G e n .  P a t t o n ' s  c o m m a n d  in 
M ay ,  1945. He i s  a n x i o u s  to  h e a r  f r o m  a n y  
o n e  w h o  r e m e m b e r s  him f r o m  t h o s e  p r i s o n  
c a m p  d a y s .  He c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  a t  B ox  315G 
o n  H a r b o r  D r i v e  in  L u s b y ,  MD 20657 .

R u d o l p h  K o c o u r e k ,  S e r v i c e  C o ,  14th T a n k  
B n ,  9 t h  A r m o r e d  D i v i s i o n  h a s  s p e n t  t h e  
p a s t  41 y e a r s  m a k i n g  a  l i v i n g  a t  f a r m i n g  
a n d  r a n c h i n g .

C h a r l e s  P .  R o b e r t s ,  C o .  B ,  8 0 t h  A r m d .
Me d .  B n . ,  w r i t e s  o f  t h i n k i n g  o f  t h e  d a y s  
w h e n  h i s  A m b u l a n c e  P l a t o o n  e v a c u a t e d  m a n y  
w o u n d e d  f r o m  N o v i l l e  a n d  B a s t o g n e  b e f o r e  
h i s  u n i t  w a s  c u t  o f f .  He s a y s  h e  w a s n ' t  
s u r e  w h e t h e r  h i s  u n i t  w o u l d  s p e n d  C h r i s t ­
m a s  w i t h  t h e  G e r m a n s  o r  n o t ,  b u t  t h a n k s  
to  G e n .  P a t t o n  a n d  t h e  F o u r t h  A r m o r e d  
D i v i s i o n ,  t h e y  h a d  a  g r e a t  C h r i s t m a s  a 
w e e k  l a t e r .

V ETER A N S OF TH E BATTLE OF TH E BULGE



After 41-year delay  
WORLD WAR II VET GETS 
MEDALS. . .FINALLY
( E x t r a c t e d  from an a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  P a t r i o t - N e w s  by Dick  
S ar g e  a s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  J u l y - O c t o b e r  1986 e d i t i o n  o f  
"The Cub o f  the Golden L i o n . " )

MILLVILLE -  An o l d  s o l d i e r  r e t u r n e d  t o  F o r t  Indi antown  
Gap Feb.  2 7 ,  1986 t o  r e c e i v e  a medal and badge  he 
e a r n e d  i n World War 1 1 .

Donald R. Whi tner  was awarded t h e  Bronze  S t a r  and Com­
b a t  I n f a n t r y m a n ' s  Badge in  a ceremony a t  p o s t  h e ad ­
q u a r t e r s  .

C o l .  w i l l i a m  D. H a r r i s ,  p o s t  commander,  r ead  t h e  c i t a ­
t i o n  and awarded t h e  Bronze  S t a r ,  g i v e n  f o r  c o u r a g e o u s  
s e r v i c e  i n  m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n s ,  and p r e s e n t e d  t h e  
I n f a n t r y m a n ' s  Badge .

w m t n e r  was wounded t o u r  t i m e s  d u r i n g  wor l d war 11,  
t h r e e  t i m e s  in  b a t t l e  and on c e  i n  a p r i s o n  camp. He was  
c a p t u r e d  t w i c e  in  t h e  December 1944 B a t t l e  o f  t he  
B u l g e .

T T

Donald R. Whi tne r  and w i f e ,  V i v i a n ,  and P o s t  Commander,  
F o r t  I n d i an to w n Gap, PA, C o l o n e l  Wm. 0 .  H a r r i s

A 2 1 - y e a r - o l d  c o r p o r a l , Whi tner  e s c a p e d  t h e  f i r s t  t ime  
when h i s  German c a p t o r s  l e f t  him f o r  dead by t he  
r o a d s i d e .

Whi tne r  was j o i n e d  f o r  t h e  ceremony by h i s  w i f e ,
V i v i a n ,  son Donald II o f  Washington and W i l l i a m  and 
V i r g i n i a  G l a s g o n .

Whi tne r  i s  s t i l l  s e e k i n g  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  t h a t  would g i v e  
him t h r e e  c l u s t e r s  f o r  h i s  P ur p l e  H e a r t ,  g i v e n  f o r  
wounds ,  and t h e  S i l v e r  S t a r ,  awarded f o r  g a l l a n t r y  in  
a c t i o n .  As Whi tner  t e l l s  t h e  s t o r y ,  he was r e s p o n s i b l e  
f o r  t h e  4 1 - y e a r  d e l a y .  A f t e r  he and two o t h e r s  g o t  
away from t h e  Germans,  Whi tne r  s a i d ,  t h e y  r e t u r n e d  t o  
t h e i r  u n i t  and d e s t r o y e d  r e c o r d s  and e qu ip me n t  t o  keep  
them from t h e  enemy.  The r e c o r d s  i n c l u d e d  t h e  n o t e s

and r ecommendat ions  f o r  awards ba s ed  on h i s  b a t t l e ­
f i e l d  pe r f o r m an c e .  He n e v e r  saw h i s  companions a g a i n ,  
so  t h e r e  were no w i t n e s s e s  t o  v e r i f y  h i s  d e e d s .  His  
106th I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n  was ove rr un  by t he  Germans as a 
c o u n t e r a t t a c k  by 15 German d i v i s i o n s  be gan .  " I t  was 
t h e  d eat h  o f  my d i v i s i o n , "  he s a i d .

W h i t n e r ' s  wounds i n c l u d e d  a s h e l l  f r agme nt  in  t h e  head 
t h a t  t h e  Germans t h o u g h t  k i l l e d  him and a p i e c e  o f  
s h ra p ne l  i n  t h e  knee and a n o t h e r  in  h i s  l e g .  L a t e r ,  
a f t e r  he was c a p t u r e d  a se cond t i m e ,  Whi tner  s a i d ,  a 
guard a t  a German p r i s o n  camp s p o t t e d  him t a k i n g  a raw 
p o t a t o  from a p i l e  i n  a f i e l d  and j a b b e d  him in t he  
back w i t h  t h e  p o i n t  o f  h i s  b a y o n e t .

Asked why he s t i l l  wanted t he  me da ls  a f t e r  a l l  t h e s e  
y e a r s ,  Whitner  s a i d ,  " J u st  f o r  t h e  s ak e  o f  s a t i s f a c ­
t i o n .  I want  them f o r  my g r a nd s o n.  H e' s  a l w a y s  a s k i n g ,  
'Grandpa,  what d id  you do in t h e  war?' "

Whi tner  was a s a l e sm an  u n t i l  h i s  r e t i r e m e n t  in 1975 due 
t o  a v a r i e t y  o f  a i l m e n t s  t h a t  s e n t  him f o r  l e n g t h y  
p e r i o d s  t o  t h e  V e t e r a n s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  Medical  C e nt e r  
a t  Wi1 k e s - B a r r e .

From
q m a h a  b e a c h
to
THE BULGE

A cache of ammo and food near Gey - 
Unit moved on -
I re tu rned  for the supplies- No dice! 
Germans had moved in behind us - 
Returned to our lines - 
Uerm.an 60mm popped me out - 
Ten days later American troops were pick­

ing up the dead - they found me - 
I thought I had frozen hands and feet 

only - I had other  wounds, too - 
Deaf for five years - 
Worked as salesman for 30 years  - 
Three children - seven grandchildren - 
100% disabled and ret ired  - 
ALL IN ALL IT HAS BEEN A SUCCESSFUL 

AND HAPPY LIFE FOR THE PAST 
42 YEARS --------

. . .E ldon  J .  Mays, Co. E, 2d Bn,
331st Regt,  83d Division
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R a y m o n d  P .  K u r t h ,  B B t r y ,  591st  FA B n ,  
106th D i v i s i o n  a n d  a  b u d d y  v i s i t e d  t h e  A r ­
d e n n e s  a r e a  w i t h  t h e i r  w i v e s  l a s t  y e a r .  He 
s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  a r o u n d  S t .  V i t h ,  a s  
we l l  a s  t h o s e  a l o n g  t h e  B e l g i a n - G e r m a n  
b o r d e r ,  w e r e  w o n d e r f u l .  R a y  w a s  a  p o l ­
i c e  o f f i c e r  f o r  o v e r  31 y e a r s  a f t e r  WWll.
He s t a t e s  " m y  r e g r e t  i s  t h a t  1 d i d  n o t  
k n o w  o f  t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  ( V B O B )  s o o n e r . "

R a y m o n d  W a e l ch l i ,  C o .  D ,  14th T a n k  B n ,
9 t h  A r m o r e d  D i v i s i o n ,  d r o v e  " D e a d  D o g , "  
t h e  t h i r d  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r ' s  t a n k .  T h a t  t a n k  
l e a d e r  w a s  a n d  i s  a  V B O B  c h a r t e r  m e m b e r .  
D e e  P a r i s .  R a y  w r i t e s ,  " I 'm  s u r e  m o s t  o f  
y o u  k n o w  h i m . "

R a y m o n d  P l a t t ,  482 d  MP E s c o r t  G u a r d  Co ,  
F i r s t  US A r m y ,  w a s  a t t a c h e d  t o  v a r i o u s  
I n f a n t r y  d i v i s i o n s  a n d  t o o k  p r i s o n e r s  f r o m  
t h e  f r o n t  b a c k  t o  t h e  r e a r  a r e a s .  D u r i n g  
B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u l g e ,  h e  w a s  a m e m b e r  o f  
t h e  9 t h  D i v i s i o n .  F o l l o w i n g  WlVIl h e  s p e n t  21 
y e a r s  in  t h e  US A i r  F o r c e ,  t h e n  15 y e a r s  
in  t h e  s e c u r i t y  c a r e e r .  He h a s  f i n a l l y  r e ­
t i r e d  f o r  g o o d .

M a r v i n  C .  K r u s e ,  C o .  A,  103rd Me d .  B n ,  
2 8 th  I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n ,  v i s i t e d  so m e  o f  t h e  
o ld  b a t t l e f i e l d s  l a s t  y e a r .  He h i g h l y  r e c o m ­
m e n d s  s e e i n g  t h e  m i l i t a r y  m u s e u m  in  E t t e l -  
b r u c k ,  L u x e m b o u r g ,  a n d  t h e  o ld  b r e w e r y ,  
n o w  a l s o  a m i l i t a r y  m u s e u m ,  in  D i e k i r c h . 
T h e r e  i s  n o  c h a r g e  t o  V B O B  m e m b e r s .

R i c h a r d  G.  G e l w i c k ,  B t r y .  A,  16th F O B ,  
E i g h t h  A r m y  C o r p s ,  r e p o r t s ,  o n  h i s  a p p l i ­
c a t i o n  f o r  m e m b e r s h i p ,  " W o u n d e d  -  N o p e ;  
d u g  t o o  d e e p  f o x h o l e s "  a n d  " C a p t u r e d  -  
N o p e ;  e l u s i v e  t y p e . "

R a p h a e l  L .  ( B u d )  R o g e r s ,  4 6 7 th  QM R e g t  
( R e d  Ba l l  E x p r e s s )  t r a n s p o r t e d  t h e  82d  A i r ­
b o r n e  i n t o  t h e  M a lm e d y  a n d  H o u f f a l i z e  
a r e a s  o f  t h e  B u l g e .  S i n c e  t h e n ,  h e  h a s  
b e e n  in  l o g g i n g  a n d  t r u c k  d r i v i n g  t r a d e s  
a n d ,  s i n c e  1978, i s  C o u n t y  V e t e r a n s  S e r ­
v i c e  O f f i c e r .

B .  ( B e r n a r d )  C a l v i n  J a r v i s ,  C o .  M, 3 46 th  
I n f .  R e g t ,  8 7 th  I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n ,  w r i t e s  
t o  s a y  t h a t  a f t e r  t h r e e  P u r p l e  H e a r t s  a s  a 
s q u a d  l e a d e r ,  h e  to o k  u p  d e e p  s e a  d i v i n g  
a n d  i s  a r e t i r e d  S C U B A  d i v i n g  i n s t r u c t o r  
a n d  t r e a s u r e  h u n t e r .  He a l s o  h a s  1,900

h o u r s  f l y i n g  t i m e .  He b e l i e v e s  h e ' s  t h e  o n l y  
G1 a l i v e  w h o  h a d  a n  " 8 8 " G e r m a n  a r t i l l e r y  
s h e l l  g o  o f f  t h r e e  f e e t  a w a y  f r o m  him a n d  
w h o  c a n  s t i l l  c o u n t  to  2 0  w i t h  h i s  s h o e s  
o f f .  He i n v i t e s  a l l  V B O B  b u d d i e s  in  t h e  
C e n t r a l  T e x a s  a r e a  to  c o n t a c t  h im to  
f i g h t  a n d  win t h e  w a r  a l l  o v e r  a g a i n .  He 
t e l l s  o u r  E d i t o r  t h a t  w e ' r e  d o i n g  " a  f a n t a s ­
t i c  job  a n d  k e e p  u p  t h e  g r e a t  w o r k .  You  
d e s e r v e  a b i g  WELL D O N E . . . "  C o n t a c t  him 
a t  110 L e a h  S t . ,  S a n  M a r c o s ,  TX 7866 6 .  
D o n a l d  E .  R o b b i n s ,  51st E n g r .  C o m b a t  B n ,  
1111th E n g r .  R e g t .  a n d  h i s  wi fe  v i s i t e d  t h e  
B u l g e  a r e a  l a s t  y e a r  a n d  a g a i n  t h i s  y e a r .
He w a s  c a p t u r e d  in  T r o i s  P o n t s ,  B e l g i u m ,  
d u r i n g  WWll w h e r e  h e  w a s  a  m o t o r c y c l e  
m e s s e n g e r .  T o d a y  h e  s p o r t s  a  " V B O B "  l i c ­
e n s e  p l a t e  on  h i s  c a r .

D e n f o r d  D a v i s ,  H q ,  C o . ,  2 n d  I n f  D i v ,  w a s  
in f i v e  m a j o r  b a t t l e s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  
t h e  B u l g e .  He w o u l d  l i k e  t o  h e a r  f r o m  
o t h e r  m e m b e r s  o f  h i s  u n i t .  A f t e r  WWll ,  h e  
w e n t  on  t o  J a p a n  w h e r e  h e  f el l  a n d  b r o k e  
h i s  b a c k .  W r i t e  him a t  2130 G u r n e e  A v e . ,  
A n n i s t o n ,  A f, 36201.

Leo  B l a s k o w s k i ,  Co .  A,  2 n d  M e d .  B n ,  2 n d  
I n f .  D i v .  ( s u p p o r t e d  9 t h  I n f .  R e g t . )  r e ­
t i r e d  a  f e w  y e a r s  a g o  f r o m  t h e  lo c a l  p a p e r  
mil l .  He w o u l d  l ik e  to  h e a r  f r o m  o r  r e c e i v e  
a  v i s i t  f r o m  a n y o n e  o f  h i s  u n i t .  He i s  a t  
116 H e w i t t  S t . ,  R o t h s c h i l d ,  W1 54474 .

V.  P .  L e a v e l ,  J r . ,  B t r y .  A,  301st  FA B n ,  
9 4 th  D i v i s i o n ,  T h i r d  U . S .  A r m y ,  w a s  a 
f o r w a r d  o b s e r v e r  a n d  e a r n e d  t h e  S i l v e r  
S t a r .  Whi le  h e l p i n g  t o  g e t  h i s  c o r p o r a l  o f f  
t h e  g r o u n d  a n d  o n t o  a s t r e t c h e r ,  a n  I n f a n ­
t r y  s o l d i e r  p u t  s o m e t h i n g  i n t o  h i s  p o c k e t  
a n d  s a i d ,  " T h a n k s ,  A r t i l l e r y m a n . "  In  h i s  
p o c k e t  w a s  t h e  s o l d i e r ' s  C o m b a t  I n f a n t r y  
B a d g e . _____________________________________________
J o s e p h  M. H a l e y ,  126th O r d .  B n .  ( C C B ) ,  
F o u r t h  A r m d .  D i v . ,  a w e l d e r / m a c n i n e  s n o p  
m a n ,  n a s  b e e n  d o i n g  o d d  j o b s  f o r  f r i e n d s

Wm. R .  N o r r i s ,  C o .  G ,  11th I n f ,  5 t h  D i v . ,  
r e t i r e d  f r o m  t h e  s e r v i c e  in  1964 a n d  b e c a m e  
a c t i v e  in  t h e  M i l i t a r y  O r d e r  o f  t h e  P u r p l e  
H e a r t  a s  c h a p t e r  c o m m a n d e r  a n d  N a t i o n a l  
s t a t e  a i d e - d e - c a m p . ______________________________

C h a r l e s  G .  K r a u s e ,  2 8 t h  D i v i s i o n ,  h a s  
w o r k e d  w i t h  t h e  M a r y l a n d  C o r r e c t i o n a l  S y s ­
t em s i n c e  r e t i r e m e n t  f r o m  t h e  s e r v i c e  2 2  
y e a r s  a g o  a n d  l a s t  y e a r  s e r v e d  a s  N a t i o n a l  
C o m m a n d e r ,  S o c i e t y  o f  t h e  2 8 t h  D i v i s i o n ,  
A . E . F .



TWO C O M B A T  V E T E R A N S  
OF T H E  B A T T L E  OF T H E  BULGE 
MEET F O R  T H E  F I R S T  TIME

E.  E i l f r i d  V i t s ,  r i g h t ,  f o r m e r  m e m b e r  o f  
t h e  9 t h  SS P a n z e r  D i v i s i o n  a n d  E d u a r d o
A.  P e n i c h e ,  o f  t h e  101st A i r b o r n e  D iv i s i o n  
m e t  in  F r e i b u r g ,  W e s t  G e r m a n y .  F o r t y  
y e a r s  b e f o r e , t h e i r  u n i t s  h a d  c l a s h e d  in  
f i e r c e  c o m b a t  a t  t h e  p l a i n  o f  L o n g c h a m p s  
in  t h e  o u t s k i r t s  o f  B a s t o g n e ,  B e l g i u m .  
P e n i c h e ,  w h o  w a s  a  y o u n g  p a r a t r o o p e r  
t h e n ,  w a s  w o u n d e d  in  a c t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  
f i r e  f i g h t ;  h e  i s  a V B O B  m e m b e r .

PRIME M I N I S T E R  WIN STO N C H U R C H I L L  ( ? )

H u g h  D.  ( R e d )  B a r r  o f  E r i e ,  P A ,  w r i t e s  
t h a t  h e  w a s  in  C o .  E ,  2 9 0 th  R e g t ,  75 th  
I n f .  D iv i s i o n  a n d  a t  w a r ' s  e n d  w a s  l u c k y  
e n o u g h  to  g e t  i n t o  a n  A r m y  B a n d  a s s i g n e d  
in  P a r i s .  T h a t ' s  w h y  h e  r e a l l y  e n j o y e d  t h e  
V B O B  t o u r  in  O c t o b e r .  He w e n t  to  c o l ­
l e g e  on  t h e  GI Bi l l ,  g o t  a r e s e r v e  c o m m i s ­
s i o n  a n d  w a s  c a l l e d  u p  d u r i n g  t h e  K o r e a n  
a c t i o n  a s  a n  MP c o m p a n y  o f f i c e r  a t  F o r t  
M o n r o e ,  V A .  He s p e n t  m a n y  y e a r s  in  n e w s ­
p a p e r  w o r k  -  r e p o r t e r  a n d  e d i t o r ,  a n d  a 
n u m b e r  o f  y e a r s  l a t e r  w i t h  G e n e r a l  E l e c t r i c  
a n d  r e t i r e d  f r o m  t h a t  a n d  t h e  U SA R a n d  
i s  b u s i e r  t h a n  e v e r  in  p r i v a t e  f r e e  l a n c e  
w r i t i n g  a n d  e d i t i n g  a n d  m u s i c  w o r k ,  b o t h  
d a n c e  b a n d  a n d  c o n c e r t  b a n d  a s  p i a n i s t  
a n d  t u b a  p l a y e r .  He h a s  t w o  s o n s ,  o n e  in 
t h e  U S A R .  He f e e l s  t h a t  t h e  B u l g e  A r e a  
a n d  P a r i s  t r i p s  w e r e  o u t s t a n d i n g  a n d  w e l l -  
p l a n n e d  a n d  h e  me t  so me  m a r v e l o u s  f o l k s  
in  B e l g i u m ,  L u x e m b o u r g  a n d  P a r i s .

E d i t o r ' s  N o t e :  G i v e  R e d  a  c i g a r  a n d  aim 
him a t  a  c a m e r a  a n d  t h e  r e s u l t  i s  a  r e a l ­
i s t i c  l i k e n e s s  o f  f o r m e r  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  Win­
s t o n  C h u r c h i l l  o f  E n g l a n d .  As a r e s u l t  o f  
o u r  t r i p  to  E u r o p e ,  R e d  j o i n e d  V B O B .  
Welcome a b o a r d .  R e d !  H a p p y  to  h a v e  y o u !
. . . E d .

«TOP
KICK»
TOPICS

Y ou  a l l  k n o w  t h a t  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u l g e  w a s  t h e  b i g g e s t  b a t t l e  e v e r  
f o u g h t  b y  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  A r m y .  You  knov ;  i t ,  I k n o w  i t ,  b u t  f r o m  
t h e  l o o k s  o f  i t ,  t h e  f o l k s  in  H ol ly w o od  a n d  T V - L a n d  d o n ' t  k n o w  i t .
I f  t h e y  k n o w  i t ,  t h e y  c e r t a i n l y  h a v e n ' t  s h o w n  i t .

o o o o o o o
T a k e  t h a t  m o v ie  " B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u l g e "  f o r  i n s t a n c e .  I t  w a s  n o t  o n l y  
h i s t o r i c a l l y  i n a c c u r a t e ,  i t  m a d e  t h e  e n e m y  look  l i k e  t h e  g o o d  g u y s  a n d  

t h e  g o o d  g u y s  ( u s )  l o o k  l i k e  y o - y o ' s .  T h e  o n l y  g o o d  t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  m o v ie  I t h o u g h t
cci 11 f\w a s  g o o d  w a s  t h t h e  P a n z e r  S o n g  s n d  s t o m p i n g  t h e i r  f e e t .

Come o n ,  y o u  g u y s  in  Mov ie  C i t y .  W a ke  u p  a n d  m a k e  a r e a l  e p o c h  m o v ie  a s  y o u  d i d  
w i t h  " T h e  L o n g e s t  D a y . "  O u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  h a s  a s s e m b l e d  h u n d r e d s  o f  o r a l  h i s t o r i e s  
t h a t  c o u l d  b e  u s e d  f o r  v i g n e t t e s  a s  w a s  d o n e  in " T h e  L o n g e s t  D a y . "  T o  a d d  t o  t h e  
h u m a n  i n t e r e s t ,  o u r  c h i l d r e n  a n d / o r  g r a n d c h i l d r e n  c o u l d  p l a y  t h e  p a r t s  o f  t h e  y o u n g  
s o l d i e r s  a n d  n u r s e s  o f  1944.  G r e a t  i d e a !  R i g h t ,  T r o o p s ?  L e t  m e .  Y o u r  Old  S a r g e ,  
k n o w  w h a t  y o u  t h i n k .

V ETER A N S OF TH E BATTLE OF TH E BULGE
P O BOX 11129 

ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA 22210-2129
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Behind 
Every 
Good Man 
is a Good 
Woman

I am l iv i n g  in A v o n ,  CT. I h a v e  been married 43 y e a r s .  We have  
e ig h t  c h i ld r e n  -  s i x  g i r l s  and two b o y s .  I have  been a plumber  
s in c e  I left  the  Army.  Now my two s o n s  are  p lum bers .  VVe have  12 
g r a n d - c h i l d r e n  — 10 b o y s  and two g i r l s .  All the  ch i ldren  are  happy  
and b e a u t i f u l .

1 s e r v e d  with General  Pat ton in the  773rd Tank Battal ion,  Third  
U . S .  Army.  I was d e c o r a te d  by  Gen.  Patton th r e e  t imes.  I have  
the  Bronze  Star  Medal,  an Oak Leaf  C lu s t e r ,  the  Pres ident ia l  Unit 
Citation and the  Good C o n d u c t  Medal.

I s e r v e d  f iv e  y e a r s .  I s e r v e d  as  a Surg ica l  Tech and later t r a n s ­
f e r r e d  to A Company as  a g u n n e r  a f ter  my fr ie n d  was wounded and  
s e n t  home.

(Written by  Mrs.  S t e p h e n  F.  Niemiroski  "because  my husb and  won't  
and 1 am proud  of  him both in the  Army and o u t .  VVe a t tend  r e u n ­
ions  e v e r y  two y e a r s .  We s ta r t e d  a f te r  our  ch i ld ren  were g r o w n .  
And I am v e r y  proud  to a t t e n d  t h e s e  reu n ion s  with my h u sb and  and 
meet all  h is  Army b u d d i e s  and th e ir  w i v e s . " )

Battle of the Bulge Museum to Be Dedicated
Veterans of WWII Battle Meet at Fifth Gathering

Wintry mid-December of 1944, Even though the Germans
tn rc c  p o w e r iu i o e r m a n  arm ies oCu

i n t o senu!-
m oun ta inous, heavily-forested 
Ardennes region of eastern Belgium 
and northern Luxembourg. Their 
goal was to reach the sea, trap four 
Allied arm ies, and impel a 
negotiated peacc on the Western 
Front.

So that divisions might concen­
trate for offensives north and south 
of the Ardennes, the American line 
was thinly held: three divisions and 
part of a fourth, while a fifth was 
making a local attack and a sixth 
was in rcser-.'e. !>!\'is!on sectors 
were more than double the width of 
normal defensive fronts.

did -American troops give grnnnH 
without a tight. Within three days, 
the determined American stand and 
the arrival of powerful rein- 
forecements insured that the am­
bitious German goal was far 
beyond reach: and in snow and sub- 
freezing temperatures and on 
Christmas Day, the Germans fell 
short of even their interim objective 
of the sprawling Meuse River on 
the fringe of the Ardennes.

All the Germans accomplished 
was to create a bulge in the 
American line and, in the process, 
expend irreplaceable men, tanks, 
and planes. Four weeks later, after

grim fighting in bitter cold and 
sr*o*A' the cesised to

Many American veterans who 
survived this battle have formed aii 
association, “ The Veterans of the 
Battle of the Bulge.” This group’s 
goal is the perpetuation of memory, 
the achievements, and the sacrifices 
of those who served.

Veterns of the Battle of the Bulge 
will meet at their fifth annual 
general meeting on 6, 7, and 8 
November in Arlington, VA. At the 
conclusion of this year’s meeting 
and memorial ceremony, the 
dedication of the Battle of the 
Riiisp Gallery will he held at the 
First U S Army Museum in Fort 
George G. Meade, M D .*

T HE S T A R S  AND S T R I P E S - T H E  NATIONAL TRIBUNE

Two l i f e - s i z e  d ioramas in the  
D ie k ir c h ,  L u x e m b o u r g ,  His­
tor ical  Museum. L ef t ,  Ger­
man 75mm a n t i t a n k  g u n  a n d ,  
r i g h t .  T h a n k s g i v i n g  Day ,  
109th Inf .  R e g t ,  at B e t t e n ­
d o r f ,  L u x e m b o u r g .  T u r k e y s  
r oas t  while  a y o u n g  Luxem -  
b o u r g e r  is  p r e s e n t e d  a D-  
Ration bar  b y  a unit  Medic.
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MORE & MORE MEMBERS SPEA K OUT 
A l b e r t  A.  M a r i n u c c i ,  C B t r y ,  2 3 0 th  F A,
3 0 t h  D iv i s i o n  r e c a l l s  r e t u r n i n g  f r o m  r e l i g i o u s  
s e r v i c e s  in  L a n g e n d o r f ,  G e r m a n y  on  17 D ec  
1945 w h e n  h e  r e c e i v e d  w o r d  t h a t  t h e  30 th  
w a s  to  m o v e  o u t .  I t  l a t e r  to o k  u p  a d e f e n ­
s i v e  p o s i t i o n  in  t h e  M al me dy  s e c t o r .  As 
t h e y  d u g  i n ,  t h e y  l a u g h e d  o v e r  h e a r i n g  
A x i s  S a l l y  b r o a d c a s t  f r o m  B e r l i n  a n d  ca l l  
t h e  30 th  D iv i s i o n  " R o o s e v e l t ' s  E l i t e  SS 
T r o o p s . "

P e t e r  S e v e r h o f , C o .  A,  473d  AAA B n ,  8 3 r d  
I n f .  D iv .  w a n t s  i n f o  o f  h i s  c o m p a n y  o r  b a t ­
t a l i o n  r e u n i o n s .  He c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  a t  3546 
Camil l e  D r i v e ,  T o l e d o .  OH 43614.

J O H N  O N D E R ,  H q .  
4 66 th  P a r a c h u t e  
FA B n ,  17th A b n .
50 ca l .  m a c h i n e  
g u n n e r  o n  l e f t  
w i t h  B n .  C o m m a n d ­
e r ,  Co l .  K e n n e t h  
B o o t h ,  in  A u g u s t  
1986 h a s  r e t i r e d  

a f t e r  25 y e a r s  wi t h  t h e  E d i s o n ,  NJ  F i r e  
D e p a r t m e n t .

KEN 0 .  C H R I S T E N S E N ,  78 th  D i v i s i o n ,  a n d  
w i fe  e n j o y e d  t h e  u n i t ' s  r e u n i o n  r e c e n t l y  
a l o n g  wi t h  a b o u t  1,000 o t h e r s .  He i s  p l a n ­
n i n g  to  f o r w a r d  s o m e  VVWII t r i v i a  f o r  t h e  
B u l g e  G a l l e r y .

H a r o l d  G.  S o n g e r ,  C o .  I ,  423d I n f .  R e g t ,  
I06 th  D i v i s i o n ,  k n o w s  o f  o n l y  t w o  s u r v i v ­
o r s  f r o m  h i s  c o m p a n y ,  h e  a n d  A r t h u r  
S c h n a b l e ,  P r o v i d e n c e ,  R I .  I f  t h e r e  a r e  
o t h e r s  w h o  w e r e  in t h e  u n i t ,  p l e a s e  w r i t e  
H a r o l d  a t  1106 S h e r i d a n  S t ,  D a n v i l l e ,  IL 
61832. He i s  l o o k i n g  f o r  a  b u d d y  n a m e d  
L am b w h o ,  w i t h  H a r o l d ,  w a l k e d  o u t  o f  G e r ­
m a n y  i n t o  C z e c k o s l o v a k i a  f r o m  S t a l a g  I V - A .

Woodrow  \V. C u s t e r ,  9 t h  Ai r  F o r c e ,  4 0 4 th  
F t g .  G p ,  50 7 th  S q u a d r o n ,  w r i t e s  t o  s a y  he  
h a s  b e e n  p a i n t i n g f o r  50 y e a r s  p r i o r  t o  h i s  
r e t i r e m e n t .

VVm. R .  W a t t s ,  S r . ,  21st T a n k  B n ,  10th 
A r m d .  D iv .  s t a t e s  h e  i s  " g l a d  to  b e  a me m­
b e r  o f  s u c h  a  h i g h  c l a s s  b u n c h  o f  f e l l e r s . "  
His  t h o u g h t s  a r e  s t i l l  w i t h  h i s  b u d d i e s  a n d  
t h e  c o l d ,  s n o w y ,  f r e e z i n g  w e a t h e r  -  some  
h a d n ' t  e n o u g h  c l o t h i n g .  I t  w a s  h i s  m a i n ­
t e n a n c e  t r u c k  t h a t  g a v e  a f e w  m en  a h o t  
mea l  a f t e r  h e  s a v e d  a l l  t h e  r a t i o n s  h e  
c o u l d  g r a b  a n d  " B o y ,  d i d  t h e y  com e  in 
h a n d y . "

M a xw e l l  R .  K e n i s t o n ,  C o .  C ,  5 4 9 th  FA 
8 7 th  I n f .  D i v ,  w r i t e s  t o  s a y  " T h e  B u l g e  
B u g l e  i s  g e t t i n g  m o r e  i n t e r e s t i n g  a l l  t h e  
t i m e . "  ( T h a n k  y o u .  B u d d y .  . , . . E d . )

R e l f o r d  P .  S h e p h e r d ,  Co .  G,  3 3 4 th  R e g t ,  
8 4 th  I n f .  D i v .  h a s  b e e n  a g r o c e r y  c l e r k ,  
s e r v e d  a s  C o u n t y  T r e a s u r e r ,  k e e p s  b o o k s  
f o r  t w o  oi l  c o m p a n i e s  a n d  a  l u m b e r  c o m ­
p a n y ,  s t i l l  h o l d s  o f f i c e  a s  C o u n t y  A s s e s s o r ,  
b u t  h o p e s  t o  r e t i r e  n e x t  y e a r .

L e w is  E .  R u s s e H ,  H q .  D e t ,  3d  B n ,  109th 
I n f ,  2 8 th  D i v i s i o n  t e l l s  o f  r e m a i n i n g  a  me m­
b e r  o f  h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  f r o m  J a n u a r y  1941 
t o  t h e  w a r ' s  e n d  w h i c h  f o u n d  him a c r o s s  
t h e  R h i n e  a n d  i n t o  G e r m a n y .  H a v i n g  
l a n d e d  a t  O m a h a  B e a c h ,  h e  Vi^ent a l l  t h e  
w a y  w i t h  h i s  u n i t ,  m a k i n g  m a n y  f r i e n d s ,  
b u t  l o s i n g  s o m e ,  to o . ___________________________

R o b e r t  G.  R o n n a n ,  1st B n .  H q ,  16th I n f ,
1st I n f .  D i v i s i o n  i s  d i s p p o i n t e d  n o t  r e a d i n g  
a n y  n e w s  o f  h i s  o u t f i t .  H e ' d  l ik e  t o  h e a r  
f r o m  B e e c h  S h a e f f e r ,  Bi l l  N e w t o n ,  G o r d o n  
C a m e r o n  a n d  S q u e a k y  A l b r i t t o n .  W r i t e  to  
B o b  a t  4032 P i l g r i m  R d ,  P l y m o u t h  M e e t i n g ,  
PA 19462._________________________________________

R a y m o n d  E .  D u k e ,  Co .  A,  7 7 th  M e d ,  7 t h  
A r m d .  D i v i s i o n  w h o  p l a n n e d  t o  r e t u r n  to  
t h e  S t .  V i t h  a r e a  l a s t  O c t o b e r ,  h o p e s  we 
c a n  a d d  m o r e  in  t h e  " M e m b e r s  S p e a k  O u t "  
s e c t i o n .  ( P .  S .  R a y  d i d  m a k e  t h e  t r i p . . .  E d )

A r t h u r  R .  B e r t i n i ,  2 9 th  FA B n ,  4 t h  I n f .
D i v .  s e n d s  g r e e t i n g s  to  f o r m e r  c o m r a d e s - i n -  
a r m s .  He i s  r e t i r e d  f r o m  GE a n d  r e a d s  
WWII b o o k s  a s  m u c h  a s  h e  c a n .  A r t  b e ­
l i e v e s  t h a t  " n o  o n e  c a n  e v e r  t a k e  a w a y  o u r  
m e m o r i e s  o f  d u t y ,  h o n o r ,  C o u n t r y  a n d  
s a c r i f i c e  t h a t  we e n d u r e d .  T h a t  i s  o u r s  
a n d  o u r s  a l o n e  t o  r e m e m b e r . " _________________

C a r l  J .  D a m l o s ,  5 7 5 t h ,  7 5 th  D i v i s i o n  r e ­
t i r e d  a f t e r  45 y e a r s  a s  a  c o n s t r u c t i o n  e l e c ­
t r i c i a n .

J o h n  E . H a h n ,  4 0 5 th  FA a n d  D iv .  A r t y ,  8 t h  
A r m d .  D i v ,  t e l l s  u s  h e  w a s  a  PA S t a t e  
T r o o p e r  f o r  27 y e a r s  a f t e r  WWII a n d  a  r e a l  
e s t a t e  b r o k e r  a n d  p r i v a t e  d e t e c t i v e  f o r  t h e  
p a s t  13 y e a r s .  He i s  m a r r i e d  a n d  t h e  f a t h e r  
o f  t w o  d a u g h t e r s  a n d  a  Wes t  P o i n t  g r a d  
s o n .________________________________________________

D o n a l d  R .  Y o e r k ,  Co .  3 ,  3 7 th  T a n k  B n ,
4 t h  A r m d .  D i v .  w r i t e s  t o  s a y  h i s  u n i t  w a s  
t h e  f i r s t  t o  b r e a k  t h e  e n c i r c l e m e n t  o f  
B a s t o g n e .
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E d w i n  R .  C l a r k e ,  174th FA G p ,  VI I I  C o r p s  
A r t y ,  h a s  b e e n  in  e m p l o y e e  r e l a t i o n s  f o r  
c o r p o r a t i o n s  s i n c e  1946 a n d  n ow  h a s  a  c o n ­
s u l t a t i o n  s e r v i c e  in  e m p l o y e e  r e l a t i o n s .
E d ' s  s o n  s e r v e d  in V i e t n a m .

Bi l l  M o o r e ,  K C o ,  101st I n f ,  2 6 th  D iv i s i o n  
w r i t e s  o f  h a v i n g  b e e n  w o u n d e d  o n  27 Dec
1944 in  L u x e m b o u r g ,  b u t  d o e s n ' t  r e c a l l  
w h e r e .  He l a y  in  t h e  s n o w  al l  n i g h t  u n t i l  
a P v t  B a k e r ,  w h o  t r a n s f e r r e d  in  f r o m  t h e  
5 5 8 th  FA a n d  a n o t h e r  m an  c a m e  o u t  to  g e t  
B i l l ' s  o v e r s h o e s .  F i n d i n g  him a l i v e ,  t h e y  
to o k  Bill t o  a n  a i d  s t a t i o n  s e t  u p  b y  tw o  
M e d ic s  w h o  l i v e d  in  t h e  a t t i c  o f  a h o u s e  
o c c u p i e d  b y  G e r m a n s .  Bi l l  u n d e r s t a n d s  
t h a t  K C o .  t o o k  h e a v y  c a s u a l t i e s  a n d  h a s  
a l w a y s  w o n d e r e d  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  to  t h e  
u n i t ,  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  t o w n  w h e r e  h e  w a s  
s h o t ,  a n d  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  t o  B a k e r  a n d  t h e  
o t h e r  m a n .  Fo l lo v / in g  t h e  w a r ,  Bi l l  w o r k e d  
f o r  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  a t  t h e  N a v a l  W e a p o n s  
C e n t e r ,  C h i n a  L a k e ,  CA u n t i l  r e t i r e m e n t .

C h a s .  J .  G r e g o r o v i c h ,  A B t r y ,  482d  AAA 
AW B n ,  w a n t s  to  h e a r  f r o m  fe l l ow  f o r m e r  
m e m b e r s  a n d  o r g a n i z e  a  r e u n i o n .  C o n t a c t  
C h u c k  a t  908 Wi ll iams S t ,  S t .  M a r y s ,  OH 
45 885 .

Dom D i M a r i n o  a n d  B e n  B l u e  w o u l d  l ik e  to  
h e a r  f r o m  r e m n a n t s  o f  t h e  6 2 9 th  a n d  774 th  
TD B n .  B e n  s a y s  " t h e r e  m u s t  b e  s o m e  
o f  t h e s e  g u y s  o u t  t h e r e — a l t h o u g h  I w o u ld  
i m a g i n e  t h e y  a r e  a  s a d  l o o k i n g  b u n c h ! "  
C o n t a c t  B e n  a t  1321 G r e e n h i l l s  R d ,  G r e e n ­
f i e l d ,  MD 46140.

W m . K . M u e l l e r ,  Co .  M, 4 2 4 th  I n f ,  106th 
D i v . w r i t e s  to  s a y  h e  h e l p e d  d e s i g n  a n d  
b u i l d  t h e  l u n a r  m o d u l e  f o r  t h e  Apol lo
IIJWWII XCLliVUlll  ̂ XWllOVVXllg llO
c o - i n v e n t e d  t h e  a l i g h t m e n t  s y s t e m  f o r  t h e  
LM. He c o m p l e t e d  h i s  e d u c a t i o n  a s  a n  
a e r o n a u t i c a l  e n g i n e e r  a n d  h a s  b e e n  w i th  
t h e  G r u m m a n  A e r o s p a c e  f o r  36 y e a r s  on  
L o n g  I s l a n d .

W a y n e  K e n n e d y ,  Co .  I ,  3 5 7 th  I n f .  R e g t ,  
9 0 t h  D iv .  w r i t e s  to  s a y  h e ' s  h a d  t h e  s a m e  
a d d r e s s  f o r  64 y e a r s  ( e x c e p t  d u r i n g  WWIl ) .  
He i s  r e t i r e d  a s  a n  i n d u s t r i a l  p l u m b e r  a n d  
i s  " s o  b u s y  t h a t  I w o n d e r  n ow  h ow  I e v e r  
f o u n d  t ime  to  w o r k  in  t h e  s t e e l  mi l l ! "

E d w a r d  C .  A r n ,  Co .  F ,  119th R e g t ,  3 0 th  
D i v .  w a s  " h o m e "  to  Ed d u r i n g  t h e  B u l g e  
e r a  b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  t h e  N o r m a n d y  h e d g e ­
r o w s .  He w a s  a  2d  L t  P l a t o o n  L e a d e r  u n t i l  

( C o n t i n u e d  in  2d c o l u m n  a b o v e )

M O R E  & M O R E  & M O R E  S P E A K  O U T  !! h e  b e c a m e  Co .  E x e c .  O f f i c e r .  A f t e r  t h e  
b a t t l e  o f  M o r t a i n ,  F r a n c e  h i s  C a p t a i n  d i e d  
in  h i s  a r m s  a n d  h e  to o k  c o m m a n d  o f  t h e  
c o m p a n y .  F ro m  t h e  R o e r  R i v e r  V a l l ey  h i s  
u n i t  m o v e d  s o u t h  t o  t h e  N o r t h  S h o u l d e r  o f  
t h e  B u l g e .  T h e  119th R e g t .  p l a y e d  a ma jo r  
r o l e  in  t h e  a c t i o n  a r o u n d  S t a v e l o t ,  S t o u m o n t ,  
T r o i s  F o n t s ,  L a G l e i z e ,  M a lm e dy ,  e t c .  A f t e r  
a s t i n t  in  t h e  h o s p i t a l  f o r  i n j u r i e s  in  F e b .
1945 h e  r e j o i n e d  h i s  c o m p a n y  a n d  met  t h e  
R u s s i a n  t r o o p s  a t  t h e  E lb e .

W a l t e r  J .  P a t t e r s o n ,  B t r y .  D,  37 6 th  AAA 
AW B n ,  4 7 th  I n f .  R C T ,  9 th  I n f .  D iv .  r e ­
m e m b e r s  h i s  R&R in D e c e m b e r  1944 c u t  
s h o r t  w h e n  t h e  e n t i r e  d i v i s i o n  w a s  o r d e r e d  
i n t o  t h e  B u l g e  a r e a  a n d  b e i n g  s h e l l e d  t h e  
f i r s t  d a y  w i t h  t r e e  b u r s t s .  His  u n i t  s e r v ­
e d  w i t h  t h e  9 t h  f r o m  N o r m a n d y  to  t h e  e n d  
o f  WWII.  He h a s  b e e n  v e r y  a c t i v e  wi th  
t h e  MO PH,  VFW, DA V,  e t c .  He s e n d s  a n  
e x t r a  $5 d o n a t i o n  w i th  h i s  d u e s .

J o h n  B .  D e a s y  ( L T C ,  A U S - R e t ) ,  8 6 t h  C h e m .  
M o r t a r  B n ,  t e l l s  how h i s  u n i t  w a s  s t a t i o n e d  
in D o l h a i n ,  B e l g i u m  w i th  c o m p a n i e s  a t t a c h e d  
t o  v a r i o u s  d i v i s i o n s .  He t e l l s  t h a t  h e  a n d  
a g r o u p  o f  t h e i r  B n .  A s s n .  v i s i t e d  t h e  
WWII a r e a s  l a s t  y e a r .  He n o t e s  t h a t  t h e y  
h a v e  iiiatiy iiiembtii-b w ho  b e l o n g  to  V B O B ,  
i i i c lu u i r ig  li is u n i t ' s  C O ,  BG We s le y  B.  
H a m i l t o n ,  a g e  87 a n d  " s t i l l  g o i n g  s t r o n g . "

R o b e r t  P .  B r a y ,  Co .  I ,  32d A r m d .  R e g t ,
3d A r m d  D iv .  j o i n e d  h i s  c o m p a n y  in F e b  
1942 a n d  s t a y e d  w i th  i t  t o  t h e  e n d  a s  a 
t a n k  c o m m a n d e r  a n d  S u p p l y  S e r g e a n t .  He 
w a s  w o u n d e d  in  J u l y  1944. He is  now a 
s a l e s  e x e c u t i v e  in  t h e  c o r r u g a t e a  b o x  i n d u s ­
t r y  in  t i i c  C h i c a g o  a r e a ,  " b u t  w i n d i n g  
d o w n . "  (We al l  a r e .  B o b  . . . E d . )

D o n a l d  P .  S c h o o ,  a q u a d - 5 0  m a c h i n e - g u n n e r  
wi th  t h e  6.‘i3d  A A AW B n ,  80 th  D iv .  t e l l s  
u s  t h a t  h e  is  r e t i r e d  f r o m  t h e  D e K a l b ,  IL 
C i t y  P o l i c e  D e p t ,  a n d  i s  now e m p l o y e d  a s  
s u b - f o r e m a n  o f  B u i l d i n g  S e r v i c e  D e p t . ,  
N o r t h e r n  I l l in o i s  U n i v e r s i t y . ___________________

D o n a l d  W. G e o r g e ,  Co .  K,  275 th  R e g t ,  70 th  
I n f .  D iv .  l e a r n e d  o f  h i s  u n i t ' s  r e u n i o n  
t h r o u g h  t h e  " B u g l e "  a n d  a t t e n d e d  i t s  c o n ­
v e n t i o n  r e c e n t l y  a n d  met  e i g h t  o f  h i s  b u d ­
d i e s  w h o  h a d n ' t  s e e n  o n e  a n o t h e r  s i n c e  
New Y e a r ' s  E v e  1944 w h e n  Don a n d  h i s  
s q u a d  w e r e  c a p t u r e d  a t  P h i l l i p s b u r g ,
F r a n c e . __________________ ___ ____________________

VETERANS OF THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE
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TO T HE  CO MI TE  D 'A C T I O N
DE LA R E S I S T A N C E _________
T h r o u g h  y e a r s  o f  g r e a t  p r i v a t i o n s  
You  d i d  n o t  c e a s e  y o u r  f i g h t .
T o  g a i n  y o u r  c o u n t r y ' s  f r e e d o m  
T h a t  i s  y o u r  c h e r i s h e d  r i g h t .

You s p e n t  y o u r s e l v e s  u n s e l f i s h l y  
T h r o u g h  h a r d s h i p s  a n d  g r e a t  p a i n .
A n d  b y  c o u r a g e o u s  e f f o r t s  
You  h e l p e d  t h a t  f r e e d o m  g a i n .

T h e  w o r l d  k n o w s  wel l  y o u r  s t o r y  
A n d  y o u r  h e r o i c  f i g h t .
A n d  s a c r i f i c e s  t h a t  y o u  m a d e  
In  q u e s t  o f  f r e e d o m ' s  l i g h t .

A l t h o u g h  t h e  y e a r s  d o  t a k e  t h e i r  tol l  
With e a c h  n e w  p a s s i n g  d a y ,
T h e  m e m o r i e s  o f  y o u r  f e a t s  a n d  d e e d s  
Will n e v e r  p a s s  a w a y .

We t h a n k  y o u  f o r  t h e  h o n o r  
B e s t o w e d  o n  u s  t o d a y .
T h e  g r a t i t u d e  we owe  to  y o u  
We n e v e r  c a n  r e p a y .

H a r o l d  F .  Mohn

P r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e  a u t h o r  a t  a c e r e m o n y  

a t  t h e  t o m b  o f  M a r q u i s  d e  L a F a y e t t e ,  

P i c p u s  C e m e t e r y ,  F r a n c e ,  O c t .  2 8 ,  1 9 8 6

M a r s h a l l  M a r t i n ,  f o r m e r  POW,  3 9 5 t h  I n f .  
99 th  I n f .  D i v . ,  a t t e n d e d  t h e  G e n e r a l  
M e m b e r s h i p  M e e t i n g  in N o v e m b e r .  He 
c o u l d  h a v e  e n j o y e d  t h e  m e e t i n g  m o r e  
h a d  h i s  1 7 - y e a r - o l d  g r a n d s o n ,  M ic k e y  
L e s l e y  H a w k e r ,  n o t  b e e n  m u r d e r e d  
s e v e n  w e e k s  e a r l i e r .

To the Bulge in1987?
M a rk  B u r t o n ,  t h e  m a n a g e r  o f  o u r  Amis  
P o u r  T o u j o u r s  t o u r  to  E u r o p e  t h i s  y e a r ,  
t e l l s  me t h e r e  will  p r o b a b l y  b e  a n o t h e r  
G a l a x y  t o u r  to  t h e  B u l g e  a r e a  n e x t  y e a r .  
T h o s e  w ho  w i s h  to  c o n t a c t  M a rk  o r  o u r  
v e r y  a b l e  a n d  e n j o y a b l e  c r u i s e - b u s  d r i v e r ,  
R e n §  W e l f r i n g  o f  L u x e m b o u r g  C i t y ,  m ay  
w r i t e  to  G a l a x y  T o u r s ,  O n e  D e v o n  S q u a r e ,  
S u i t e  220,  724 W. L a n c a s t e r  A v e . ,  W a y n e ,  
PA 19087. I 'm s u r e  I s p e a k  f o r  a l l  o f  u s  
w h o  e n j o y e d  t h i s  y e a r ' s  t o u r  w h e n  I 
u n e q u i v o c a l l y  s t a t e  t h a t  t h e  M a r k - R e n e  
t eam will  b e  h a r d  to  b e a t  a n y w h e r e  e l s e  
f o r  e f f i c i e n t  s e r v i c e  a n d  c o m r a d e s h i p .  . . E d ,

E D I T O R ' S  
Q  
U 
A 
R

P o p p y ,  o u r  V BO B 
H q .  G a l ,  t e l l s  me 
t h a t  s o m e  o f  o u r
m e m b e r s  m a y  w o n d e r  wfhy t h e y  no  
l o n g e r  h e a r  f r o m  u s .  When  y o u  
m o v e ,  p l e a s e  w r i t e  a n d  g i v e  u s  
y o u r  n e w  a d d r e s s .  C o p i e s  o f  T HE  
BULG E BU G LE  h a v e  b e e n  r e t u r n e d  
m a r k e d  MOVED-LEFT NO A D D R E S S ,
UNAB LE  TO F O R W A R D ,  e t c .  f o r  
m e m b e r s  B a b i k ,  C o m b s ,  H a n c o c k ,
H a r a n g ,  M in c h e w  a n d  D o n o v i t z .

VBO B M e m b e r  Don  R o b b i n s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  
a n  o v e r s e a  c a p  b e  d e s i g n e d  f o r  V B O B  me m­
b e r s .  S o u n d s  g r e a t  t o m e ?  How a b o u t  
y ' a l l ? _________________________________________

A b o a r d  t h e  c r u i s e - b u s  o n e  d a y  o n  o u r  w a y  
s o m e w h e r e  in  E u r o p e  in  N o v e m b e r ,  I a s k e d  
m e m b e r s  p r e s e n t  w h a t  t h e y  a r e  d o i n g  t h e s e  
d a y s .  O n e  w a s  a  r e t i r e d  C o u n t y  A g r i c u l ­
t u r e  E x t e n s i o n  D i r e c t o r ;  a n o t h e r  a  r e t i r e d  
AMP I n c .  Too l  C r i b  m a n ;  g a s ,  oil  a n d  
f a r m i n g ;  f r e e l a n c e  w r i t e r / e d i t o r ;  p i a n o  
t u n e r ,  t r o m b o n i s t ;  NASA e m p l o y e e ,  r e a l  
e s t a t e  m a n a g e m e n t / d e v e l o p m e n t ; m e c h a n i c a l  
e n g i n e e r ;  m a n u f a c t u r e r ' s  r e p  in  f u r n i t u r e  
i n d u s t r y ;  r a i l r o a d e r ;  r e t i r e d  USDA e m ­
p l o y e e  now m a k i n g  f u r n i t u r e  a n d  i t s  r e s t o ­
r a t i o n ;  F o o d  S e r v i c e  D i r e c t o r  o f  T H E  WASH­
I N G T O N  T IM E S ;  r e t i r e d  P r e s b y t e r i a n  m in i ­
s t e r ;  r e t i r e d  v e t e r i n a r i a n ;  s a l e s m a n  o f  
e l e c t r o n i c / a v i o n i c  i n s t r u m e n t s  a n d  v e r y  a c ­
t i v e  in  v e t e r a n s '  a c t i v i t i e s ,  s p o r t s  a n d  
g i r l s ;  p h y s i c a l  s c i e n t i s t  ( p h o t o g r a m m e t r y ) 
w i t h  N a t i o n a l  B u r e a u  o f  S t a n d a r d s ,  U . S .  
G e o l o g i c a l  S u r v e y ,  N a t i o n a l  M a p p i n g  a n d  
r e t i r e d  c o n s u l t a n t  o f  U SA ID  D e p t ,  o f  S t a t e ;  
r e t i r e d  s a l e s  e x e c u t i v e  ( s a l e s )  f o r  T e x a c o ,  
I n c .  a n d  W a s h i n g t o n  S t a t e  b o x i n g  i n s p e c t o r  
a n d  i n v e s t m e n t  b r o k e r ;  c o r p o r a t i o n  p r e s i ­
d e n t  o f  A u t o c o l o r ,  I n c ;  r e t i r e d  c l o t h i n g  
s t o r e  o w n e r  a n d  p r e s e n t l y  a  f a s t - f o o d  o w n e r ;  
n u r s i n g  s u p e r v i s o r  in  a  s k i l l e d  n u r s i n g  
f a c i l i t y  a n d  p o l i t i c a l l y  a c t i v e ;  in  o u t p a t i e n t  
s u r g e r y ;  r e t i r e d  VP o f  S o n a t  ( E n e r g y  C o ) ;  
a s p h a l t / c o n c r e t e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  e m p l o y e e ;  a n d  
l a s t  b u t  f a r  f r o m  t h e  l e a s t  ( b e c a u s e  h e  w a s  
s i t t i n g  w i t h  me a n d  I s t a r t e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n ­
n a i r e  o u t  a t  t h e  s e a t  a h e a d  o f  u s )  a  r e t i r e d  
p o s t m a s t e r  w h o  p r e v i o u s l y  w a s  a  w a t c h m a k ­
e r ;  a n d  l a s t l y ,  a n  e x e c u t i v e  s e c r e t a r y  
( y o u r s  t r u l y )  o f  a  V e t e r a n s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
o u t p a t i e n t  c l i n i c .  How i s  t h a t  f o r  o n e  l o n g  
s e n t e n c e ?  Of  c o u r s e ,  m a n y  o f  u s  w e r e  a n d  
a r e  a c t i v e  in  v e t e r a n s '  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .
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DEC., 16, 1986, ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY.
In memory of the Veterans of The Battle of The Bulge, a 
flowering cherry tree and a bronze plaque mounted on Salisbury 
pink granite were permanently placed in Section 46, just across 
from the Arlington Memorial Amphitheatre. 
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VBOB Dedicates Historical Gallery
T o  t h e  y o u n g  G Is  w h o  w e r e  in  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  F o r t  
G e o r g e  G.  M e a d e ,  M a r y l a n d  M u se u m  on  S a t u r d a y ,  N o v e m ­
b e r  8 t h , i t  m a y  h a v ' C  come a s  a  s h o c k  to  s e e  f o u r  r i f lp m en  
in  WWII u n i f o r m s  e x e c u t i n g  t h e  M a n u a l  o f  A r m s  w i t h  t h e i r  
M-1 r i f l e s .  In  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  d e t a i l  w a s  a N o nc om  a l s o  in 
d r e s s  C D s .

T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  v i n t a g e  g u a r d  d e t a i l  w a s  t o  g r e e t  o u r  
g r o u p  o f  V B O B  m e m b e r s  w h o  g a t h e r e d  a t  t h e  m u s e u m  to  
v ie w  t h e  g a l l e r y  s p e c i f i c a l l y  d e v o t e d  to  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  
A r d e n n e s .

T h e  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  t h e  m u s e u m  w e r e  h o s t e d  b y  t h e  c u r a t o r ,  
A lan  A r c h a m b a u l t ,  a n d  E a r l e  R .  H a r t ,  C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  
B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u l g e  G a l l e r y  C o m m i t t e e .  T h e s e  men w o r k e d  
t o g e t h e r  in  d e v e l o p i n g  t h i s  s p e c i a l  e x h i b i t .  V i s i t o r s  i n ­
c l u d e d  L t . G e n .  C h a r l e s  F r a n k l i n ,  F i r s t  U . S .  A r m y  co m­
m a n d e r  a n d  M r s .  F r a n k l i n ;  B r i g .  G e n .  D a n i e l  C l y b o u w ,  
M i l i t a ry  A t t a c h e ,  B e l g i u m  E m b a s s y ,  a n d  M r s .  C l y b o u w ;  
a n d  Col .  J o h n  V a l i e a n t ,  P o s t  C o m m a n d e r ,  a n d  M r s .  V a l i e a n t

T h e  VBOB m e m b e r s  w e r e  
e s p e c i a l l y  p l e a s e d  t h a t  o n e  
of  t h e i r  own G e n e r a l s ,
B r u c e  C .  C l a r k e ,  a l s o  a t ­
t e n d e d .  R e t i r e d  G e n e r a l  
C l a r k e  c o m m a n d e d  C o m b at  
C o m ma nd  B o f  t h e  S e v e n t h  
A r m o r e d  Div i s i on  a n d  ma de  
a v a l i a n t  e f f o r t  a g a i n s t  a 
s u p e r i o r  G e r m a n  f o r c e  a t  t h e  
c i t y  o f  S t .  V i t h ,  Be lg i um .

Fo l lo w in g  t h e  m u s e u m  v i e w ­
i n g  t h e  e n t o u r a g e  a s s e m b l e d  
a t  t h e  p o s t  O f f i c e r s '  C l u b  
f o r  a b u f f e t  l u n c h .  P r i o r  
to  t h e  i n v o c a t i o n  a n d  i n t r o ­
d u c t i o n  of  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  
g u e s t s ,  t h e  F t .  Meade  H e a d ­
q u a r t e r s  C om ma nd  Co lo r  
G u a r d  p o s t e d  t h e  c o l o r s .

A f t e r  t h e  b r u n c h ,  t h e  VBOB 
m e m b e r s  a n d  t h e i r  g u e s t s  
e n j o y e d  a c o n c e r t  b y  t h e  
F i r s t  U . S .  A rm y  B a n d .
T h e  p r i d e  o f  t h e  men a n d  
women ( A r m y  N u r s e s  a n d  
R e d  C r o s s  Women)  w h o  p a r -
tiv. ,ipci UOVI All tuv-

U . S .  A r m y ,  w as  v e r y  e v i ­
d e n t  w h e n  t h e  b a n d  p l a y e d  
" T h e  A rm y  Goes  R o l l in g  
A l o n g . "  T h e  v e t e r a n s  
s t o o d  r a m r o d  s t r a i g h t  -  some  
w i th  t e a r s  in  t h e i r  e y e s .

T h e  v i s i t  t o  F t .  Me ade  b y  
t h e  VBOB w as  b u t  o n e  
s c h e d u l e d  a c t i v i t y  o f  o u r  o r ­
g a n i z a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e i r  
t h r e e - d a y  G e n e r a l  M e m b e r ­
s h i p  M e e t i n g  h e l d  a t  t h e  
S h e r a t o n  Hotel  in C r y s t a l  
C i t y ,  VA.
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VBOB MEMORIAL DEDICATED AT ARLINGTON CEMETERY
On Tuesday,  December 16,  19 8b ( t he  42nd 
a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  th e  B a t t l e  o f  the  Bulge)  
A r l i n g t o n  N a t i o n a l  Cemetery was th e  scene  
o f  y e t  a n o t h e r  momentous ev en t  i n  the  h i s t ­
ory  o f  VBOB. I t  was a t  t h i s  s i t e  and on 
t h i s  d a t e  t h a t  VBOB d e d i c a t e d  a p la qu e  and 
a c h e r r y  t r e e , h o n o r i n g  the  men and women 
who took p a r t  i n  th e  B a t t l e  o f  th e  Bulge.  
Th i s  memorial  i s  l o c a t e d  a p p r ox im at e ly  75 
f e e t  from the  famous Memorial  Amphi thea t re  
o f  the  cemete ry .  I t  i s  e a s i l y  v i s i b l e  
from the  roadway and w i l l  be  on th e  t o u r -  
mobi l e  r o u t e  and w i l l  be r e f e r r e d  to  by 
the  g u id e s  a s  a  p o i n t  of  i n t e r e s t .  I t  
w i l l  be seen  by thousands  o f  v i s i t o r s  and 
t o u r i s t s  each  y e a r .  I t  i s  a  p rime l o c a t i o n  
f o r  our  memor ia l .
The d e d i c a t i o n  began w i t h  a  p r e s e n t a t i o n  
of  the  n a t i o n a l  and Army c o l o r s  by the  
3 rd  US I n f a n t r y  Color  Guard.  Eugene D r o u i l -  
l a r d .  Vice  P r e s i d e n t , M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s ,  l e d  
the  a t t e n d e e s  i n  the  P l edge  of  A l l e g i a n c e ,  
fo l lowed  by th e  I n v o c a t i o n  by Rev. George 
W. H a l l , J r ,  N a t i o n a l  Ch ap la in .  Robe r t  Van 
Houten,  a s  h i s  l a s t  o f f i c i a l  a c t  a s  p r e s ­
i d e n t  of  VBOB, in t r o d u c e d  th e  d i s t i n g u i s h ­
ed g u e s t s  i n c l u d i n g : G e n e r a l  Bruce C la rk e ,
C.O. Combat CMD B, 7 t h  Armored D i v . ; Strom 
Thurmond, S e n a t o r ,  S . C . : H i s  E xc e l l e n c y ,
Pa u l  P e t e r s ,  Ambassador o f  Luxembourg; the  
M i l i t a r y  A t t a c h e s  o f  Belgium,  Grea t  
B r i t a i n ,  F rance  and th e  N e t h e r l a n d s .  Also 
in t r o d u c e d  was th e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  of  A r l ­
i n g to n  Cemetery,  Raymond Con s tanza ,  who 
was a  WWII Ve te ra n  o f  the  82nd A i r b or ne .

Clyde Boden foun der  o f  VBOB, i n  h i s  
spe ec h , r em in ded  th e  more than  150 members 
and g u e s t s  t h a t  th e  memorial  would be in  
p l a c e  f o r  y e a r s  to  come, and would h e l p  
our  c h i l d e r e n  and g r a n d c h i l d r e n  to  b e t t e r  
u n d e r s t a n d  the  b a t t l e .

C h a r l e s  MacDonald,  a u t h o r  o f  "A Time For  
Trumpet s” , r e c o u n te d  the  saga  t h a t  engaged
600,000 Americans a g a i n s t  a  l a r g e r  German 
f o r c e  a t  th e  c o s t  o f  19 ,000 l i v e s .  Mr. Mac­
Donald a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  th e  B a t t l e  o f  the  
Bulge was the  l a s t  o f f e n s i v e  a c t i o n  of  
Nazi  Germany which was o r c h e s t r a t e d  by 
Adolph H i t l e r .  He b e l i e v e d  t h a t  th e  Amer­
i c a n  S o l d i e r  c o u l d  n o t  p h y s i c a l l y  o r  p h i l ­
o s o p h i c a l l y  w i t h s t a n d  th e  mas s iv e  a t t a c k  
t h a t  he  had p l a n n ed .  The American s o l d i e r  
proved him wrong w i t h  t h e i r  v a l o r  and co ­
r a g e .  Mr. MacDonald conc lud ed  w i t h  th e  
s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  t h i s ,  i n d e ed ,  was a  " t im e  
f o r  t r um pe t s " .

Rev. George W. Hall, Jr. offers the invocation at the l>eginning of the plaque 
and tree dedication ceremony.

Veterans of The Battle of The Bulge, William Hemphill, Treasurer and 
Dorothy Davis, Recording Secretary, place the first wreath on the memorial 
plaque.

Clyde Boden and Eugene D r o u i l l a r d  u n v e i l e d  
th e  b e a u t i f u l  p l a q u e  shown i n  th e  p ho to .  
Wi l l i am  Hemphi l l ,  N a t i o n a l  T r e a s u r e r  and 
Dorothy Dav i s ,  N a t i o n a l  Recor d in g  S e c r e t ­
a r y ,  th en  p l a c e d  a  w re a t h  a t  th e  s i t e  o f  
th e  p l a q u e .  P l a n s  a r e  f o r  t h i s  t o  become 
a  t r a d i t i o n a l  e v e n t  each  December 16 th .
Rev. H a l l  gave th e  B e n e d i c t i o n  f o l lo w ed  by 
Taps p la y e d  by a  US Army Band Bu g le r .

The members and g u e s t s  then  moved to  th e  
Tomb o f  t h e  Unknown S o l d i e r ,  where Eugene 
D r o u i l l a r d  and George Chekan,  a s  h i s  f i r s t  
o f f i c i a l  a c t  a s  th e  new p r e s i d e n t  o f  VBOB, 
p l a c e d  a  w r e a t h ,
A r e c e p t i o n  a t  P a t t o n  H a l l  ( F o r t  Meyer Of­
f i c e r ' s  Club)  conc lud ed  th e  d a y ' s  a c t i v i ­
t i e s .
The members o f  VBOB a r e  most  a p p r e c i a t i v e  
to  Eugene D r o u i l l a r d  f o r  h i s  e f f o r t s  i n  
t h e  p l a n n i n g  and d e s i g n  o f  t h i s  im p r e s s i v e  
memor ia l .
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AND MORE & MORE MEMBERS HAVE SOME-  
T H I N G  TO SAY TO OU R R E A D E R S __________

J .  B .  L e m l e y ,  C o .  F ,  2 8 9 t h ,  7 5 th  D i v . w a s  
o n e  o f  t h e  m en  m o v e d  u p  to  t h e  f r o n t  ( a s  
F r e d  K l o o s t e r  r e p o r t e d  in  t h e  p r e v i o u s  e d i ­
t i o n  o f  T H E  BU L G E  B U G L E ) .  He m a d e  c o n ­
t a c t  w i t h  t h e  e n e m y  o n  C h r i s t m a s  n i g h t  
a n d  w a s  c a p t u r e d  o n  17 J a n  45.

Wm. G .  F o x ,  C a n n o n  C o ,  UOth R e g t ,  28 th  
D i v i s i o n ,  t e l l s  u s  o f  b e i n g  in t h e  l i t t l e  
t o w n  o f  M u n c h a u s e n  a l o n g  w i t h  Co .  C.
T h e  G e r m a n s  o v e r - r a n  t h e m  a n d  w e r e  
s h o o t i n g  8 8 ' s  i n t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g s ,  k n o c k i n g  
h o l e s  in  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  a n d  s e t t i n g  s o m e  on  
f i r e .  G u n  c r e w s  w e r e  t a k e n  p r i s o n e r .  T h a t  
n i g h t  a f e l lo w  m e m b e r  a p p r o a c h e d  t h e i r  
g u a r d  p o s t .  Bill  t o ld  t h e  o t h e r s  n o t  to  
c h a l l e n g e  a s  h e  w a s  to o  c l o s e .  R u n n i n g  
a r o u n d  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  h e  f o u n d  C a p t .  W a r ­
d e n  w h o  h a d  p l a y e d  " d e a d . "  T h e  G e r m a n s  
h a d  e v e n  t a k e n  t h e  C a p t a i n ' s  p i s t o l .  C o n ­
t a c t  w a s  f i n a l l y  m a d e  w i t h  t h e  8 4 th  D i v i s i o n  
a t  M a r c h e ,  B e l g i u m  a n d  Bil l  w a s  s e n t  to  t h e  
h o s p i t a l  i n  L i e g e .  On  C h r i s t m a s  D a y  h e  e n ­
t r a i n e d  t o  P a r i s  a n d  f r o m  t h e r e  to  E n g l a n d  
a n d  " t h e  g o o d  o ld  U . S . A . " ____________________

Wm. C .  B e h n ,  6 t h  S i g .  C e n t e r ,  3 5 th  S i g .  
C o n s t r u c t i o n  B n ,  12th A r m y  G r o u p  h a s  
w o r k e d  in  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  p a s t  42 
y e a r s  in  F r a n c e ,  S p a i n  a n d  C u b a .  He i s  
no w  s e m i - r e t i r e d .

F r e d e r i c k  D o l f i ,  C o .  F ,  16th I n f ,  1st I n f .  
D i v .  w r i t e s  to  s a y  h e  s e r v e d  w i t h  t h e  B i g  
R e d  O n e  in  1941, t h e n  t h e  O r a n ,  A f r i c a  
i n v a s i o n ,  D - D a y  in G e l a ,  I t a l y  a n d  D - D a y  
a t  O m a h a  B e a c h .  F o l l o w i n g  52 d a y s '  r e c u p ­
e r a t i o n  f r o m  a  w o u n d ,  h e  j o i n e d  t h e  B u l g e  
in  M a l m e d y ,  L i e g e ,  A a c h e n ,  B o n n  a n d  on  
i n t o  C z e c h o s l o v a k i a .  He c l a im s  e i g h t  c a m ­
p a i g n  s t a r s .  P u r p l e  H e a r t ,  S i l v e r  S t a r ,  
f o u r  B r o n z e  S t a r s ,  P r e s i d e n t i a l  C i t a t i o n  
w i t h  C l u s t e r  a n d  t h e  G o o d  C o m b a t  Meda l
r e c e i v e d  a  y e a r  b e f o r e  P e a r l  H a r b o r . ________
J o s e p h  L .  W h i t e ,  Co .  A,  3 7 2d  E n g r .  GS 
R e g t ,  t e l l s  u s  h e  w a s  d i s c h a r g e d  in  1945, 
e n t e r e d  t h e  A i r  F o r c e  f o r  16 y e a r s ,  t h e n  
o b t a i n e d  t w o  c o l l e g e  d e g r e e s .  He w o r k e d  
a s  a  r e s e a r c h e r  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  o f  O h i o  a n d  
t h e n  e n t e r e d  F e d e r a l  Civi l  S e r v i c e  a s  a 
m a n a g e m e n t  a n a l y s t  in  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
D e f e n s e  a n d  f i n a l l y  r e t i r e d  in  J a n u a r y  
1984. He i s ,  h o w e v e r  b e c o m i n g  r e s t l e s s  a n d  
c o n t e m p l a t e s  r e t u r n i n g  t o  w o r k  o v e n  t h o u g h  
o n l y  a s  a  v o l u n t e e r .

J a m e s  R .  B r y c e l a n d ,  Co .  A,  310th I n f ,  78 th  
D i v ,  w e n t  o n t o  s e r v e  t h r o u g h  t h e  K o r e a n  
a n d  V i e t n a m  c o n f l i c t s .  He r e t i r e d  f r o m  s e r ­
v i c e  in  1966. S i n c e  t h e n  h e ' s  d e v o t e d  h i s  
t im e  t o  c i v i c  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  d r i v e s  a Mobile 
I n t e n s i v e  C a r e  Uni t  f o r  h i s  loca l  h o s p i t a l  
( b u t  s a v e s  h i s  F r i d a y s  f o r  g o l f ) .

J a c k  M c D e v i t t ,  Co .  A,  81st E n g r .  B n ,  I06 th  
I n f .  D i v .  me t  h i s  b a t t a l i o n  c o m m a n d e r  in 
O c t o b e r  a t  t h e i r  d i v i s i o n  r e u n i o n .  Col .  
R i g g s  w a s  "a  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  d e f e n s e  o f  S t .  
V i t h ,  B e l g i u m . "

C h e s t e r  V.  S w e i g a r t ,  275 th  A r m d .  FA B n ,  
h o l d s  t h e  "US P r e s i d e n t i a l  D i s t i n g u i s h e d  
U n i t  C i t a t i o n  a n d  B e l g i a n  F o u r r a g e r e "  f o r  
a c t i o n  a t  S t .  V i t h ,  B e l g i u m .

T h o m a s  R .  H e f f e r n a n ,  137th I n f .  R e g t ,  35 th  
D i v i s i o n  w o n d e r s  i f  a n y o n e  f r o m  t h e  IsL 
P l a t o o n ,  C o .  A,  i s s t i l l a l i v e  a n d  if  t h e r e  is 
a  r e u n i o n  p l a n n e d  f o r  h i s  u n i t .  W r i t e  him 
a t  B o x  114, Wo o d co ck  L a n e ,  E a s t  H a m p t o n ,  
NY 11937._________________________________________

J o h n  F .  M c N a m a ra ,  C B t r y ,  460 th  AAA AW 
B n ,  h a s  b e e n  a  c r e d i t  c o n s u l t a n t  wi th  Dun  
& B r a d s t r e e t ,  i n c .  s i n c e  WWII. He a s k s  
w h e t h e r  t h e r e  a r e  a n y  o t h e r  m e m b e r s  o f  
t h e  46 0 th  o u t  t h e r e .  I f  s o ,  c o n t a c t  him a t
46 C h e s t n u t  S t . ,  W e s t b u r y ,  NY 11590

J o h n  C .  H a r m e r ,  C B t r y ,  2 7 t t h  AFA B n ,
7 t h  A r m d .  D iv ,  a s k s  i f  a n y o n e  r e m e m b e r s  
A r l o n ,  B e lg i u m  a n d  w h e t h e r  t h e  f a m o u s  
s t a t u e  i s  s t i l l  t h e r e  a n d  w h e t h e r  i t  w as  
d a m a g e d  d u r i n g  t h e  A r d e n n e s  C a m p a i g n .
He c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  a t  192 W. W i s h a r t  S t . ,  
P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  PA 19133._________________________

S a n d y  A.  P u t i g a n o ,  249 th  C o m b a t  E n g r .  Bn.  
w a n t s  to  h e a r  f r o m  o t h e r  m e m b e r s  t h e r e o f .  
His  u n i t  w as  a t t a c h e d  to  III  C o r p s ,  T h i r d  
U . S .  A r m y ,  a n d  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  4 th  a n d  
6 t h  A r m o r e d  D i v i s i o n s ,  6 t h  C a v .  G p ,  26th 
I n f .  D i v .  a n d  17th A b n .  Div ,  a s  wel l  a s  
t h e  5 t h  I n f .  D iv .  Hi s u n i t  b r i d g e d  t h e  
R h i n e  a t  N i e r d s t e i n  (1 ,200 '  t r e a d w a y )  a n d  
a t  Mainz (1 ,8 00 '  f l o a t i n g  B a i l e y ) .  He c a n  be  
r e a c h e d  a1 967 A d r i a n  C i r c l e ,  G i r a r d ,  OH 
44420.  _____________ _______________________________

V i n c e n t  M e i n h a r t ,  6 I s t  C h e m .  Co ,  T h i r d  
US A r m y ,  r e m e m b e r s  b e i n g  in N a n c y ,
F r a n c e  42 y e a r s  a g o  in N o v e m b e r  a n d  
w r i t e s  t o  " k e e p  u p  t h e  g o o d  w o r k .  I look 
f o r w a r d  t o  T HE  BULG E B U G L E . "

17



Reunion
8 4 t h  I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n ,  2 -7  A u g  87,  Co lo ­
r a d o  S p r i n g s ,  C O .  ( C o n t a c t  R o b e r t  B.  Le 
B l a n c ,  138 Mink  S t .  , S a n  A n t o n i o ,  T x  
78213 ) .

F o u r t h  A r m o r e d  D iv i s i o n  A s s n ,  13-15 A u g  
87 ,  L o u i s v i l l e ,  KY.  ( C o n t a c t  t h e  a s s o c i a ­
t i o n  a t  2440 V i c t o r i a  D r i v e ,  S h a r o n ,  PA 
16146).

9 26 th  S i g n a l  B a t t a l i o n  ( S e p ) ,  T A C ,  15 S e p  
87,  N o r f o l k ,  V A .  ( C o n t a c t  H.  A.  T u r n e r ,  
PO Bo x  T ,  B l u e  R i d g e  S u m m i t ,  PA 17214).

29 th  D iv i s i o n  A s s n . ,  D e p t ,  o f  P A ,  7 F e b  
87,  f o r  F l o r i d a  r e s i d e n t s .  ( C o n t a c t  G e o r g e  
I .  S m i t h ,  1086 B a y l e s s  P I . ,  E a g l e v i l l e ,  P A ) .

S e c o n d  A r m o r e d  D iv i s i o n  A s s n ,  26-51 May 
87 ,  N a s h v i l l e ,  T N .  ( C o n t a c t  F r a n c i s  W. 
B a k e r ,  871 M e r r i m a c  S t . ,  D e l t o n a ,  FL 
3 2 7 2 5 ) .

106th I n f a n t r y  D iv i s i o n  A s s n ,  17-20 S e p  87 ,  
Mobi l e ,  AL.  ( C o n t a c t  J o h n  0 .  G i l l i l a n d ,  
605 N o r t h s i d e  D r i v e ,  E n t e r p r i s e ,  AL 
3 6 3 3 0 ) .

83d  I n f a n t r y  D iv i s i o n  A s s n ,  20 -22  A u g  87 ,  
C h a r l e s t o n ,  WV. ( C o n t a c t  t h e  u n i t  c / o  
3749 S t a h l h e b e r  R d ,  H a m i l t o n ,  OH 45013) .

C o .  A,  27 th  A r m d .  I n f .  B n ,  9 t h  A r m d .  
D i v i s i o n ,  17-18 May 1987, B e lo i t ,  KS.  
( C o n t a c t  Almon P a r s o n ,  H u n t e r ,  KS 
67542.

WWII Medals Available
Ma ny  men  w h o  s e r v e d  in  WWII r e c e i v e d  
o n l y  r i b b o n s ,  o r  n o t h i n g ,  f o r  t h e  m e d a l s  
w h i c h  t h e y  e a r n e d .  M e d a l s  w h i c h  w e r e  
e a r n e d  a n d  n o t  r e c e i v e d  a r e  s t i l l  a v a i l a b l e  
a n d  m a y  b e  o b t a i n e d  b y  w r i t i n g  t o  U . S .  
A r m y ,  R e s e r v e  C o m p o n e n t  P e r s o n n e l  & 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  C e n t e r ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  MO 
63132 a n d  a s k i n g  f o r  t h e  m e d a l s .  On  y o u r  
l e t t e r  a n d  t h e  l o w e r  l e f t  c o r n e r  o f  y o u r  
e n v e l o p e ,  s h o w  A T T E N T I O N :  P S E - V S .

A f i r e  in  1973 d e s t r o y e d  m a n y  A r m y  P e r ­
s o n n e l  R e c o r d s .  D u e  t o  t h i s ,  y o u  s h o u l d  
i n c l u d e  w i t h  y o u r  l e t t e r  p h o t o c o p i e s  o f  
b o t h  s i d e s  o f  y o u r  H o n o r a b l e  D i s c h a r g e .  
A f t e r  v e r i f i c a t i o n  o f  y o u r  r e c o r d s ,  S t .
L o u i s  wil l  n o t i f y  t h e  A r m y  Q u a r t e r m a s t e r  
U n i t  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  w h i c h  will  s e n d  y o u  
t h e  m e d a l s .  I t  m a y  t a k e  t h r e e  to  f o u r  
m o n t h s .

S o l d i e r s  w h o  s e r v e d  b e t w e e n  D e c e m b e r  7,  
1941 a n d  S e p t e m b e r  2,  1945 a n d  w h o  w e r e  
c i t e d  f o r  h e r o i s m  o r  m e r i t o r i o u s  s e r v i c e  o r  
r e c e i v e d  a  c e r t i f i c a t e  f o r  e x e m p l a r y  c o n d u c t  
in  c o m b a t ;  t h e  C o m b a t  I n f a n t r y m a n  B a d g e  
or  t h e  C o m b a t  Medica l  B a d g e  a r e  e n t i t l e d  
t o  t h e  B r o n z e  S t a r  M e d a l .  T h i s  w a s  a u t h o r ­
i z e d  b y  p o s t - W o r l d  War II o r d e r  b y  G e n ­
e r a l  G e o r g e  C .  M a r s h a l l ,  t h e n  A r m y  C h i e f  
o f  S t a f f .  I f  e n t i t l e d  to  t h i s  m e d a l ,  y o u  
s h o u l d  a l s o  r e q u e s t  i t  i n  y o u r  l e t t e r  a n d  
f u r n i s h  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  o f  e l i g i b i l i t y .

Combat Infantryman's Badge
Worth a million to some

‘■During a recent visit to an out-of-state antique shop which deals 
with silver and gold items, 1 was a bit disappointed to learn that 
the Indian-head penny I ’d found as a boy was worth just that — 
a penny.

“As the proprietor was busily telling me. 'There’s millions of 
those peruiies floatin' around,' something among the hundreds of 
silver and gold item? piled in a i^ickcr basket on the counter behind 
him caught my eye. It was the Combat Infantryman's Badge.

“I asked the proprietor if I might see it and when he handed 
it to me, I asked him if he knew what it was. This was his answer: 
‘Some ol' guy came in the other day, and I gave him two bucks 
for the thing Said he got it when he was in the Army. Maybe worth 
a buck at the most. Felt sorry for the guy. so I gave him two.'

"There's an old saying in the Army for those who wear the 'CIB.' 
As an officer pins the badge of courage on an infantryman's tunic, 
it is customary for the officer to say before the handshake, ‘you're 
bound to go to heaven because you've served your time in hell.' ”

"YES, THIS BADGE with its rifle transposed on a background 
of blue is not easily acquired; for its wearer has seen the cold, stark 
nakedness of the battlefield. He has seen what the bomber pilot, 
the submariner or those who sit in rear eschelon headquarters never 
see — he sees the mud, the blood, and the face, the eyes of the 
enemy.

"And I thought, as I held this mark of a man in my hand — how 
many such badges were in the hands of those who deal in silver 
and gold — how many were awaiting the smelter's ladle?"

• • •
THE ABOVE WORDS appeared in the letters-to-the-editor page 

in the Quincy, Mass., Patriot-Ledger, carrying the signature of 
First Sergeant F.A. Hailey (Ret.), Pembroke, Mass. It was reprinted 
in the Buffalo Evening News in April, 1980 in a column written 
by Bob Curran, who earned the CIB for his days of combat. Cur­
ran reported that sometime after his return to civilian life, his 
brother, also an Army vet, but not an Infantryman, asked him dur­
ing a rather serious conversation, as to how he now felt about it 
all (the war). Curran’s response was ‘‘I wouldn't have missed it 
for a million dollars and I wouldn't go through it again for two 
million.” He concluded his column by saying that again this 
Memorial Day he will be remembering some guys who paid more 
than a million dollars for the blue badge. (Ed. Note: At the San 
Diego reunion. John Schiedel (K/376) Eden, N.Y., told the Attack  
about the CIB news clipping and offered to send it just in case 
it might be worth printing. The Attack  thanks John &hiedel and 
thinks most 94th CIB holders will agree the article was well worth 
printing.)

The above came from Attack, the publication of BLOOD and 
FIRE, 63rd Division Association.

w u u w u w in m u w v u w u u w w L fu u u w w u u u u u u
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DEAR KILROY o  o  o  o  o  o  o

I c a n ' t  g i v e  y o u  42 y e a r s  o f  n e w s ,  b u t  I 
d o  h a v e  s o m e t h i n g  t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  i s  c u r r e n t  
a n d  d e l i g h t f u l  a n d  t h e  d i r e c t  r e s u l t  o f  b e ­
i n g  a m e m b e r  o f  V B O B .  I w a s  o n e  o f  
t h o s e  v e t e r a n s  w h o  r e t u r n e d  to  B e l g i u m ,  on  
y o u r  G a l a x y  T o u r ,  to  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  4 0 th  
a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h a t  g r e a t  b a t t l e .  W'hile 
t h e r e ,  i t  w a s  o u r  g o o d  f o r t u n e  to  m e e t  Mr .  
a n d  Mme.  A n d r e  H e r i o n  o f  L i e g e .  T h e y  
d r o v e  me a n d  t w o  o t h e r  "o ld  s o l d i e r s "  e v e r y  
p l a c e  a n d  a n y  p l a c e  we a s k e d  to  v i s i t .
T h e s e  p e o p l e  w e r e  u n b e l i e v a b l y  g e n e r o u s  
w i th  t h e i r  t i m e ,  c a r s  a n d  h o s p i t a l i t y .  T h e y  
e v e n  b r o u g h t  u s  t o  t h e i r  ho m e  f o r  r e f r e s h ­
m e n t s  w h e n  t h e  t o u r i n g  w a s  o v e r .

E v e r  s i n c e  t h a t  t im e  we h a v e  b e e n  e x c h a n g ­
i n g  l e t t e r s  -  m o s t l y  w a r  s t o r i e s ,  I g u e s s .  
T h i s  s u m m e r  my  wi fe  a n d  I h a d  t h e  p l e a s ­
u r e  o f  r e c e i v i n g  C l a u d e  a n d  A n d r e  a s  g u e s t s  
a t  o u r  h o m e .  We h a d  a n o t h e r  r e u n i o n  - -  
on  t h i s  s i d e  o f  t h e  o c e a n  — s o m e w h a t  d i f ­
f e r e n t ,  b u t  y e t  t h e  s a m e .

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a y  we w e n  I to v i s i t  t h e  
S t a t u e  o f  L i b e r t y .  O u r  B e l g i a n  f r i e n d s  
w a n t e d  to  s e e  t h e  r e f u r b i s h e d  L a d y  o f  
dom a n d  i t  w a s  o u r  o p p o r t u n i t y  a n d  p l e a s ­
u r e  to  s e e  t h a t  t h e y  g o t  t h e r e  a n d  b a c k  in 
g o o d  o r d e r .

A n d r e  w a s  k i n d  e n o u g h  to  g i v e  me a b o o k  
t h a t  i s  p u b l i s h e d  in  H o u f f a l i z e .  I t  i s  
p r i n t e d  in  b o t h  E n g l i s h  a n d  F r e n c h  a n d  
s h o w s  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  w r o u g h t  u p o n  t h a t  
p i c t u r e s q u e  v i l l a g e .  T h e  p u b l i s h e r  g i v e s  
r e c o g n i t i o n  to  my  o ld  o u t f i t  f o r  t h e  b r i d g e s  
we b u i l t  d u r i n g  t h a t  C h r i s t m a s  w e e k  o f  c a r ­
n a g e  a n d  d e v a s t a t i o n .

S o ,  in o u r  w a y ,  t h e  H e r i o n s  a n d  S w e e n e y s  
a r e  c a r r y i n g  on  t h e  t h e m e  o f  t h e  V B O B  w i t h  
f r i e n d s h i p  a n d  g o o d  will  in p e a c e  a n d  w a r .  
VVe will  c a r r y  o n .

Y o u r s  in  C o m r a d e s h i p ,

Matthev^ J .  S w e e n e y ,  Co l .  AUS ( R e t )

Mini B i o g - - M a t t  S w e e n e y  s e r v e d  w i t h  t h e  
2 9 7 th  E n g r .  C o m b a t  B n ,  VII  C o r p s  t r o o p s .  
D u r i n g  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u l g e ,  h i s  b a t t a l ­
ion  w a s  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  2 n d  A r m o r e d  D i v i ­
s i o n .  He s u r v i v e d  t h e  B u l g e  o n l y  t o  b e  
s e r i o u s l y  w o u n d e d  w h i l e  b r i d g i n g  t h e  R h i n e  
R i v e r  a t  R o l a n d s e c k ,  G e r m a n y  in  M a r c h  i4 5 _

JVe ouffhta tell ’em th’ rchole arm;/ thin’I look like u.i. Joe/'

S ' J i  V i i ' M

l ) H .  16. IW(i, AKI I M . I O N  t K v i h  i h k t .  VBOB rrtsideni i  iiekan 
piTliirms llrsl ollltiiii diil> with Kui>tni' Drciiiiiiarci piaciiiy wi ial l i  al liii- 
l omh of the I nknciHii Soldiir.

3rd Infantry Color Guard present the colors at ceremony.
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From_ PLACE
S TA M P
HERE

Zip-

Veterans of the Battle of the Bulge 
P.O.Box 11129 
Arlington, VA 22210-2129



Your attention, PLEASE. . .
Use this convenient envelope 
to pay NOW and help maintain 
our VBOB Association

Your dues are $10.00

Make check or money order payable to 
Veterans of the Battle of the Bulge

Thank You

Dear Comrade . . .
Our annual dues are the main 

source of income for VBOB. If 
the arrov*' on the back cover of 
this newsletter indicated that 
yon are in arrears, won’t you 
please use this convenient 
envelope to pay your dues and 
help support our wonderful and 
meaningful organization.

And 
‘"Kilroy” says:

While you’re at i t . . .  how about 
putting a note in the same 
envelope and letting VBOB 
know what you’ve been up to 
these past 42 years. Don’t forget 
to mention what outfit you were 
in. You may just get your name 
in the newsletter.



The Executive  Council o-f VBOB hais made the  VBOB 
MEDALLION, W/Ribbon, a v a i l a b l e  t o  th e  membership.

THE VBOB M E D A L L IO N

The MEDALLION, a 
i n s i g n i a ,  i s  -Finished 
gold calor-ed base.  I t  
r ibbon.  The 5 /3  inch c e n te r

2 1/2 inch r e p l i c a  o-f our VBOB 
in -five c o l o r s  baked enaruel on a 
i s  suspended on a 1 1^2 inch neck

green too-f tho  r ibbon  i s
r e p re se n t  the  p ine  t r e e s  ivp* 
both s id e s  by th e  c o lo r s  o-f 
Lu>{embourq.

remember. I t  
t h e  f l a g s  o-f

i s  f lanked  on 
Belgium and

All VBOB members wear th e  Medallion suspended from 
the  neck by th e  r ibbon . L i f e  members a re  d e s ign a ted  by 
a s i l v e r  s t a r  a f f ix e d  in th e  c e n te r  of each leg  of the  
r ibbon approximate ly  3 inc hs  above th e  Medallion (or 
helmets  in  th e  case  of o f f i c e r s ) .

Chapter o f f i c e r s  wear a l e t t e r  "C" above the  5 /8  
inch s i l v e r  helmets  which d e s ig n a te  th e  o f f i c e  he ld :
3 helmets  each s id e  d e s ig n a te  a Chapter P re s i d e n t ;
2 he lm ets ,  a Chapter Vice p r e s i d e n t ;  1 helmet a member 
of a Chapter s t a f f .

National  o f f i c e r s  wear a l e t t e r  "N" above th e  5 /8  
inch s i l v e r  helme ts .  The Na t iona l  P r e s i d e n t  wears
4 helmets on each s id e ;  Na tional  Vice P r e s i d e n t s  wear
3 helmets;  National  S ta f f  o f f i c e r s  wear 2 he lm e ts  and 
Appointed o f f i c e r s  wear 1 helmet.

Former o f f i c e r s  wear gold (v ice  s i l v e r )  he lm ets .

Chapters  may order he lm e ts  and *‘C "’s f o r  t h e i r  
ch ap te r  o f f i c e r s .  Cost i s  ^1 .00  per h e l m e t / I e t t e r .
P lease  d e s ig n a te  the  names and o f f i c e  of th e  c h ap te r  
o f f i c e r s  in your l e t t e r  o rd e r .

I n d iv id u a l s  should use th e  VBOB ORDER Blank on the  
r e v e r s e  of t h i s  sh ee t  to  a s s u r e  c o r r e c t  p r i c i n g  of t h e i r  
o r d e r .

NEW NEW NEW NEW
VIDEO CASSETTES OF THE 

16 DECEMBER 1986 DEDICATION CEREMONY
NEW NEW NEW NEW

The h i s t o r i c a l  Ceremony, dur ing  which VBOB d e d ica ted  a 
Memorial Plaque and Tree a t  th e  Ampitheater  in  A r l ing ton  
National Cemetery on the  16th of December 1986, was p rese rv e d  
on video t a p e .  P r e s id e n t  Chekan a rranged  f o r  th e  r e c o rd in g  of 
the  d e d ic a t io n  and th e  l ay in g  of a VBOB wreath  a t  th e  Tomb of 
the  Unknown S o ld ie r  by a p r o f e s s io n a l  audio  v i s u a l  company. 
C a s se t t e  r e c o rd in g s  a re  a v a i l a b l e  in both Beta and VHS format* 
as l i s t e d  on th e  o rder  blank on th e  r e v e r s e  of t h i s  s h e e t .



V B O B  O R D E R  B LANK

CUSTOMER NO: 
GROUP A N0:_ 
< Above

RF.CORD
GROUP

NO;___
B NO:

DATE R E C E I V E D

-for o f f i c e  use only)

Pie?a5e sh ip  the  fo l low ing  i tems  to :  

N A M E :
( f i r s t ) ( l a s t )

ADDRESS:
(number) ( s t r e e t ) ( c i tv ) ( s t a t e )  (sip)

GROUP A ITEM
A 2 Plaque 5"X 7" *
A 3 Plaque 5" Diameter 
A 4 2 Pen VBCB Desk Set

* P lease  eriurave Brass P l a t e  
NAME;
UNIT
UNIT _________________________________________
GROUP B

2 3/4"  Diameter 
(W/pins c lu tc h s )  
4 /3 /4 -  Diameter 
(W/pins ?< c l  u tchs )  
4" VBOB Decal 
4" Windshield Logo 

Lapel Pin (W/clutch) 
Tie Tac (W/chai n?/bar )
I 1 e Bar
Medal 1 ion (W/ribbon) 
Mbr Stars(SEE NOTE) 
Neck Tie (Brown) 

C a s s e t t e  (Beta)NOTE 
C a s s e t t e  (VHS) NOTE

PR ICE 
$ 1 8 . 0 0  

11  . 0 0  
21.00  ____

cjf A2 PI aque

QUANTITY TOTAL
X.
X_
X

i*,> i t  h :
(not to  e>;cee<J 30 
1e t t e r /n u m b e r s /  
spaces  each l in e )

B 1 Patch
D IPt Patch
B 2 Patch
B 2A Pat c;h
D 1 Decal
n 2 Logo
J 1 VBOB 1
J 2 VBOB
J VBOB
J 5 VBOB 1
J 9 L i fe  1
N 1 VPOB 1
V 1 Vi deo
V lA Vi deo

* 2 .50 X =
4.00 X =
6. 00 X
8.00 X =

3 /1 .00 X =
' . 50 X =

7. 00 X =
7. 00 X =
7.00 X =r

32. 00 X =
2 /1 .00 X —

10.00 X =
20.00 X :=

; 20.00 X =

NOTE: S t a r s  a r e  to
VI £( VIA a re  
Above p r i c e s

TOTAL PURCHASES: S ___________
be worn on Medallion by LIFE MEMBERS ONLY, 
approx 40 miriutes of 16 Dec 86 Ceremony, 
inc lu d e  p os tage  &: engrav ing .



VETERANS 
of the 
BATTLE 
OF THE 
BULGE
P.O. Box 1 1 1 2 9  
A rlington, V irginia 2 2 2 1 0 -2 1 2 9

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
FORWARDING and RETURN 
POSTAGE GUARANTEED

J a n u a r y  1987 Edit ion

N O N -P R O F IT  ORG. 
U.S. P O S T A G E  

PAID 
A RLIN GT ON , VA. 
PERM IT NO. 468

DUES - R • DUE

L C 0 0 7 1  L I F E
NEI L BROWhJ THOMPSON 
1 3 2 2  TENEROOK CT 
QDENTON. MD 2 1 1 1 3

Is that veteran friend of yours eligible to join VBOB? If so, u se  the application blank below.

And how about sending the m essa g e  through your local affiliation with a veterans’ organization like 
the American Legion, VFW, AMVETS, DAV, etc.

HELP US GROW THROUGH YOU—THE VBOB MEMBER!

_________ __________________________ __  D etach  a n d  Mail _______ ______ ___

A nnual D ues APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
$ 1 0  VETERANS OF THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE

P.O. Box 1 1 1 2 9 , A rling ton , V irg in ia  2 2 2 1 0 -2 1 2 9

DONATIONS 
ARE WELCOME

Name

Address 

City ___

_ Blrthdate 

Phone( )

State Zip

Unlt(s) to which assigned during period December 16. 1944 —January 25, 1945 (Div, Regt, Bn, C o).

Campaign Ribbons and Battle stars aw arded.

W ounded.

Captured
Make check or money order payable to VBOB and mall with this application to at>ove address


