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87 year old Belgian Baron addresses 
VBOB Tour Group

I After 44 years . . .
; BELGIAN AND 

LUXEMBOURG 
ENTHUSIASM 
FOR VBOB’S 
LIBERATION IS 
UNDIMINISHED

Coming up —
CELEBRATION & COMMEMORATION
DEC. 14 - Battle of Bulge

Historical Foundation  
Dinner Gala

DEC. 15 - 1st Annual Meeting 
Battle of Bulge 
H istorical Foundation

DEC. 16 - VBOB C erem onies at 
Arlington National 
C em etery
See Page 9

TAPS at Arlington National Cemetery



THE BULGE BUGLE is the  official p u b lica
tion  of V e teran s of the  Battle of the  Bulge. 
It is issued  five tim es yearly .

B ulge B ugle S taff 
E D IT O R  — R. L. L em m on 
T h ird  U.S. A rm y E ng inee rs  
ED IT O R  — W ash ing ton  B ureau  
F.Unrino L. Loiacono 
10th  A rm ored  D ivision

VBOB O ffice rs  
ELECTED
PR E S ID E N T  — G eorge C hekan  
9 th  In fan try  D ivision. 3 9 th  R egim ent 
EX E C. V ICE P R E S . — Wm T G reenville  
8 6 th  C hem ica l M ortar B attalion 
VIC E P R E S . FO R  M EM B E R SH IP 
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V IC E P R E S . FO R  M ILITA R Y  
A F F A IR S  — E ugene  G. U rouillard 
7 5 th  In fan try  D ivision 
VIC E PR E S ID E N T  FO R  REG IO N A L 
C O O RD IN A TIO N  — R obert .J, Van H outen 
16 FA OBN
T R E A S U R E R  — W m. R. H em phill 
3 rd  A rm ored  D ivision. 3 6 th  AIR 
REC O RD IN G  SE C R E T A R Y  — D orothy S.
Davis. A rm y N urse. 5 7 th  Field H ospital 
CO RR ESPO N D IN G  SE C R E TA R Y  
B everley  Van H outen

APPOINTED
N A TIO N A L D IR EC TO R . PU BLIC 
R E L A T IO N S — Eva M. Popovich 
H IST O R IA N  -  Helen Berrv. W idow 
of W alter E.. 4 th  In f  Div. 8 th  Inf.
C H A PLA IN  — i»"sgr. VV'rii. i .  \J D onncii 
8 7 th  Inl. Div.
C H A PLA IN  E M E R IT U S — T he Rev.
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R obert F. Phillips 
2 8 th  Inf. Div. 110 Inf. F 
VBOB SU R G EO N  — Dr. M orris A ckerm an  
91 Med. G as. T rm t.
P H O T O G R A PH E R  — S am  S ilverm an  
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C HA PTERS
W ISCO N SIN  — W es Cooper. P residen t 
3 0 4 2  QM
C E N T R A L  NY — W m. G. M itchell, J r .  
P res id en t. 2 8 th  In f  Div.
MD — D .c . C larence  Lyall. P residen t 
101st ABND
F R E S N O  — K enneth  H ohm ann . P residen t
- T C .u  r A ; . .< l l i i .  1^1 • ■

N O R T H W E ST  — C asim er P om ianek . Pre.sident 
8 0 th  Inf. Div.

COMMITTEE
A U D IT — J a m e s  L lpm an
8 FA DBS BN
B A T T L E  O F T H E  BU LG E G A LLERY
D orothy S. Davis. 5 7 th  Field H ospital
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From The President-

VBOB TOUR ‘88 and 7th Generai Membership 
Meeting is now history, and I think I speak for all 137 of 
our travellers in saying that except for two crises, the tour 
was memorable and thoroughly enjoyable. Hotels, meals, 
buses, drivers were excellent, culminating on the last 
evening with a banquet with orchestfa and dancing at a 
casino near Luxembourg City.

The first crisis involved the flight from Baltimore-Washington, delayed by 
mechanical problems with the aircraft The 53 travellers on that flight finally 
made it on a Pam Am flight from Dulles to Frankfurt, Germany then by bus to 
the Ardennes, a day late.

The second involved our tour director, Charles MacDonald, who midway 
through the tour came down with a bronchial infection and had to be 
hospitalized. Yet Charles had done his homework, and his two assistants were 
armed with detailed scenarios with which to guide us during his absence.

The tour involved an apt blend of actually visiting the battlefields and of 
socializing with the people from Belgium and Luxembourg —  and how they 
love us! On one day those wonderful people provided us automobiles and 
drivers to visit places of individual interest. On another the Belgian Military 
Vehicle Collectors Club met us at lunch with beautiiully maintained 
U.S.Army vehicles and with drivers dressed in World War II U.S. Army 
uniforms.

Particularly memorable was the memorial service at the monument outside 
Bastogne, at which I and the other travellers from BWI arrived just as it was 
ending. There was a band from SHAEF, a U.S. Army color guard, and Belgian 
soldiers carrying the flags of the fifty American states. Eight wreaths were 
presented by representatives of the region of Wallony, the city of Bastogne, 
the Amcncan tiniDaSSiCS in i:>ru3scis ono i^uxcmDourg C-'uy, veterans oi the 
5th Belgian Fusiliers, CRIBA, CEBA, the contingent of the Belgian Army 
stationed at Bastogne. and VBOB. Taps and the national anthems of all tiiree 
countries followed.

More coverage o f VBOB Tour, See Roy Gordon's article page 7.

Swan Song
The time has come for me to move down as president of VBOB, and I do so 

with mixed emotions.
The past two years have been especially rewarding for nie. I have had die 

opportunity of working not only with our wonderful membership, but with an 
exception^ group of people in our executive committee, the appointexl 
committee, and oLhers as well. I want to (hank all of them for the ontstanding 
cooperation and support they’ve given me during that time.

I fcel a number of important things were accomplished during my tenure. 
There has been a significant increase in our membership. And for the fu-st time 
in our history, our General Membership Meetings were held outside the 
Washington area. In 1987 we met in Syracuse, New York, and this year we 
traveled overseas to Luxembourg.

Now it is with a sense of deep satisfaction and pride that I turn the mantle of 
leadership over to our new president Bill Greenville. A member of VBOB 
since its inception, Bill takes office with the best of credentials to lead this fine 
organization into the future. I know you’ll give him, the officers and 
committees, the same outstanding cooperation and support that you’ve given 
me these last two years.

I plan to remain active in VBOB now that my term is over. I’li continue lu 
help with the newsletter, in our many membership promotions, and in any 
other area where I can be of service.

Again, my deepest thanks for the opportunity you’ve given me these past 
two years. We’ve got a great organization. And we’re going to make it better.

Yours in comradeship, 

George Chekan



REPORT OF THE SEVENTH 
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
Veterans of The Battle of The Bulge

For many o f  t h e  members o f  VBOB, i t  was an e m o t io n a l  e v e n t  t o  be 
a t t e n d i n g  t h e  s e v e n t h  G en era l  Membership M eetin g  in  t h e  a r e a  where  
many o f  them had p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  b i t t e r  f i g h t i n g  4 4 y e a r s  a g o .

The m e e t in g  was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  G eorge Chekan, a t  
0900 h o u r s  on T hu rsd ay , Septem ber 2 9 ,  1988 a t  t h e  Pullm an H o t e l ,  
Luxembourg C i t y .

The c o l o r  g u a r d s ,  W i l l ia m  H o lla n d  and D em etr i P a r i s , ( u n d e r  t h e  
command o f  E l t u r i n o  L o ia co n o )  p o s t e d  t h e  c o l o r s .  Mr L o ia co n o  
th e n  l e d  t h e  group  i n  t h e  p le d g e  o f  a l l e g i a n c e  f o l l o w e d  by th e  
p l a y i n g  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  anthem s o f  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  Am erica  
and Luxembourg.

Msgr. W i l l ia m  O 'D o n n e l l  g a v e  t h e  i n v o c a t i o n  f o l l o w e d  by a s h o r t  
m em oria l s e r v i c e  f o r  t h e  4 2 VBOB members who had d ie d  t h i s  p a s t  y e a r .  
As t h e  name and u n i t  o f  th e  d e c e a s e d  was r e a d ,  members in  a t t e n d a n c e  
from t h a t  u n i t  s t o o d  up. At the c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  s e r v i c e ,  a l l  
members r o s e  t o  t h e i r  f e e t  w h i l e  S te w a r t  Boone (VBOB Member) 
p la y e d  t a p s .

The b u s i n e s s  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  m e e t in g  began  w i th  a w elcom e by t h e  
p r e s i d e n t .  A warm welcom e t o  Luxembourg was a l s o  e x t e n d e d  by 
E m ile  K r ie p s ,  C i t y  C o u n c i l l o r  o f  Luxembourg.

W il l ia m  G r e e n v i l l e  in t r o d u c e d  t h e  s p e c i a l  g u e s t s :
CEBA— T i l l y  Kimmes co n v ey ed  t h e  d eep  g r a t i t u d e  o f  t h e  
Luxembourg P e o p le  t o  th e  G . I . s  f o r  t h e  l i b e r a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  
h om elan d . T i l l y  in t r o d u c e d  t h e  members o f  CEBA p r e s e n t  a t  th e  
m e e t i n g .

CREBA— Andre Huber and Edward D e n n is  a l s o  welcom ed t h e  
VBOB members.

The 5 th  B e lg ia n  F u s i l i e r s — w ere in t r o d u c e d  by F r a n c e s  D o h e r ty .  
F r a n c e s  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  group  was form ed i n  1944 o f  v e r y  young  
B e l g i a n  t e e n a g e r s ,  and was a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  F i r s t  U .S .  Army.
They w ent i n t o  Germany w i th  t h e  American t r o o p s  and a f t e r  t h e  war 
t h e  grou p  was d e a c t i v a t e d .  Soon a f t e r  d e a c t i v a t i o n  t h e  
F u s i l i e r s  re form ed  i n t o  a c e r e m o n ia l  g ro u p ,  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  
in  many o f  t h e  c e r e m o n ie s  a t  t h e  A merican C e m e t e r i e s .  Roger  
Hardy h a s  b een  t h e  c o n t a c t  p e r s o n  w i t h  t h i s  g ro u p .

On b e h a l f  o f  VBOB, a P la q u e  o f  A p p r e c ia t io n  was p r e s e n t e d  t o  
th e  F u s i l i e r s  f o l l o w i n g  th e  cerem ony a t  l a  M ardasson on T h u rsd a y ,  
Septem ber 22 .

A f t e r  t h e  fo r m a l i n t r o d u c t i o n s ,  ea ch  v e t e r a n  in t r o d u c e d  h im /h e r  s e l f  
and s t a t e d  t h e  u n i t  s e r v e d  w i th  d u r in g  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  The B u lg e .

A s h o r t  c o f f e e  b reak  e n a b le d  t h e  VBOB members t o  v i s i t  w i t h  t h e  
members o f  CEBA, CREBA and t h e  5 th  B e lg ia n  F u s i l i e r s .



The b u s i n e s s  m e e t in g  was reconvened w i t h  t h e  r e a d in g ,  by George  
Chekan, o f  a R e s o l u t i o n  o f  A p p r e c ia t io n  t o  C h a r le s  MacDonald f o r  
h i s  f i n e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h i s  t r i p .  A m o t io n  was made, se c o n d e d  and  
ap p ro v ed  u n a n im o u s ly  t o  a c c e p t  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n .
Book o f  R e p o r t s — Q u e s t i o n s ,  Answers and D i s c u s s i o n
A rt  Gordon made a m o t io n ,  s ec o n d ed  by W il l ia m  H o lla n d  and ap proved  
by t h e  m em bership th a t :" T h e  Book o f  R e p o r ts  be a c c e p t e d  a s  w r i t t e n " .

The f o l l o w i n g  u p d a te  comments w ere made;
M em bership— In t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  N e i l  Thompson, O l l i e  C h a p lin  r e p o r t e d  
t h a t  s e v e r a l  hundred i n q u i r i e s  a b o u t  mem bership i n  VBOB had been  
r e c e i v e d  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a s h o r t  a r t i c l e  a b o u t  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  in  
t h e  VFW M agaz in e .

R e g io n a l  C o r d i n a t i o n — G eorge Chekan commented a b o u t  t h e  new 
C h a p te r s  form ed d u r in g  th e  p a s t  y e a r ,  and t h a t  R o b ert  Van H outen ,  
R e g io n a l  C o r d in a t o r ,  had v i s i t e d  a number o f  a r e a s  on t h e  w e s t  
c o a s t .

1989 G en era l  Membership M e e t in g — D em etr i  P a r i s  s t a t e d  t h a t  r e s e a r c h  
f o r  a s i t e  f o r  t h e  1989 M e e t in g  was underway and t h a t  s e v e r a l  
a r e a s  a r e  b e in g  c o n s i d e r e d .

B a t t l e  o f  The B u lg e  G a l l e r y — D orothy  D a v is  and S a n d ie  F a u r i o l  r e 
p o r t e d  on t h e i r  v i s i t s  on S eptem ber 2 6 ,  27 and 28 t o  a number o f  
a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  o f f i c e s  and e m b a s s i e s  t o  d i s c u s s  w i th  them t h e  p la n s  
f o r  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  The B u lg e  G a l l e r y .  The p e o p le  o f  Luxembourg and  
B elg iu m  a r e  m ost  s u p p o r t i v e  o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t  a s  e v id e n c e d  by th e  
f o l l o w i n g  o f f e r s  o f  a s s i s t a n c e :

N ATO --C olonel R o b er t  U l i n — D i s c u s s e d  t h e  a i d  t h a t  m ig h t  b e ,  
p r o v id e d  i n  t r a n s p o r t i n g  a r t i f a c t s  from B elg iu m  and Luxembourg  
t o  t h e  s t a t e s .  C o lo n e l  U l in  a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  an a s s o c i a t i o n  
o f  B a t t l e  o f  The B u lg e  museums was i n  t h e  fo r m a t iv e  s t a g e  and  
t h a t  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  The B u lg e  H i s t o r i c a l  F o u n d a t io n  w ould  be  
i n v i t e d  t o  j o i n  t h i s  g r o u p .

U .S .  Em bassy, B e lg iu m — Ronald  Woods, Charge d ' A f f a i r s  and  
Major R o b ert  McBride w ere  m ost  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h e a r in g  o f  t h e  
G a l l e r y  p la n s  and w i l l  sen d  a l i s t  o f  h e l p f u l  c o n t a c t s  in  
B elg iu m .

R a d io - T e le  o f  Luxembourg— N ic  Weber— r e l a t e d  some o f  h i s  
f r i g h t e n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s  a s  a young t e e n a g e r  d u r in g  t h e  B a t t l e  
o f  The B u lg e .  He w i l l  t r a n s l a t e  and d i s t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  news 
and r a d io  m e d ia ,  in  Decem ber, an a r t i c l e  a b o u t  t h e  p la n s  f o r  
The B a t t l e  o f  The B u lg e  G a l l e r y  a t  F o r t  Meade, MD.

U .S .  Embassy, Luxembourg— Met w i t h  Maggy La Plume, Comracercial  
and P r o t o c o l  O f f i c e r  and Roland G aul,  U . S . I . A .  ( a l s o  a member 
o f  t h e  D ie k ir c h  Museum s t a f f ) . Both  o f f i c i a l s  s t a t e d  t h e y  would  
d i s t r i b u t e  any i n f o r m a t io n  s e n t  t o  them a b o u t  t h e  p la n s  f o r  t h e  
G a l l e r y .

D i e k i r c h  Museum— Frank Rockenbrod and Roland Gaul b o th  o f f e r e d  
a s s i s t a n c e  and s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  w ou ld  d i s c u s s  w i t h  t h e i r  board  
s h a r i n g  w i t h  t h e  G a l l e r y  a r t i f a c t s  from t h e i r  s t o r e  h o u se  o f

(cont’d from page 3)



m a t e r i a l s  c o l l e c t e d  d i r e c t l y  from t h e  b a t t l e  f i e l d s .  The D ie k i r c h  
Museum i s  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be one o f  t h e  m ost  o u t s t a n d i n g  and  
a u t h e n t i c  B a t t l e  o f  The B u lg e  M useum s,so  t h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  w i l l  
be m o st  v a l u a b l e .
F o u n d a t io n  P e s c a t o r e ,  Luxembourg— T h is  was t h e  s i t e  o f  G en era l  
P a t t o n ' s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  d u r in g  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  The B u lg e  and he g a v e  
h i s  now fam ous p r a y e r  f o r  good  w e a th e r  i n  t h e  c h a p e l  t h e r e .
The D i r e c t o r  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  Dom inique L ie b ,  o f f e r e d  t o  p r o 
v i d e  p u b l i c i t y  o f  t h e  g a l l e r y  p la n s  i n  t h e i r  p u b l i c a t i o n s .

B e s i d e s  p u b l i c i t y  a b o u t  t h e  G a l l e r y ,  t h e  p u b l i s h e d  a r t i c l e s  w i l l  
i n c l u d e  a r e q u e s t  f o r  d o cu m en ts ,  a r t i f a c t s  and s t o r i e s  a b o u t  
t h e  B u lg e  t h a t  t h e  c i v i l i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  may l i k e  t o  s h a r e  w i t h  
t h e  G a l l e r y .

A t t h e  c o m p le t io n  o f  t h e  u p d a te  on t h e  G a l l e r y ,  S a l  and V i r g i n i a  
S c a r p e l l o  p le d g e d  $1000 t o  t h e  F o u n d a t io n .  (Thanks ! ! ! )

Commemorative P o s t a g e  Stamp— W il l ia m  Tayman r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  
A s s i s t a n t  P o s tm a s t e r  G en era l  i s  m ost  o p t i m i s t i c  t h a t  i t  w i l l  be  
p o s s i b l e  t o  i s s u e  a stamp com m enorating  t h e  5 0 th  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  
t h e  B a t t l e  o f  The B u lg e  i n  1 9 9 4 .  Mr. Tayman w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  
f o l l o w  up on t h i s  p r o j e c t .

R ep o r t  o f  N o m in a tin g  C om m ittee— The s l a t e  o f  o f f i c e r s  f o r  
n o m in a t io n ,  d e v e lo p e d  by t h e  n o m in a t in g  c o m m it te e ,  was p r e s e n t e d  
by E l t u r i n o  L o ia c o n o  a s  f o l l o w s ;

P r e s i d e n t -------W il l ia m  G r e e n v i l l e
E x e c u t i v e  V ic e  P r e s i d e n t -------D em etr i  P a r i s
V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  f o r  M embership-------N e i l  B. Thompson
V i c e  President f o r  M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s -------Eugene G. D r o u i l l a r d
V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  f o r  R e g io n a l  C o o r d i n a t i o n — R o b er t  J .  Van Houten
T r e a s u r e r -------W il l ia m  R. H em p h ill
R e c o r d in g  S e c r e t a r y -------D a r r e l l  Kuhn
C o r r e sp o n d in g  S e c r e t a r y -------B e v e r l e y  Van Houten

E l t u r i n g  L o ia c o n o  made a m o t io n  t o  p l a c e  i n  n o m in a t io n  and e l e c t  
by a c c la m a t i o n  t h e  s l a t e  o f  o f f i c e r s  a s  p r e s e n t e d  by t h e  n o m in a t in g  
c o m m it t e e .  The m o t io n  was se c o n d e d  by S a l  S c a r p e l l o  and a p p ro v ed  
by a c c la m a t i o n  o f  t h e  members p r e s e n t .

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  and b e s t  w i s h e s  t o  t h e  o f f i c e r s  f o r  t h e  com ing y e a r l l

Two o c t o g e n a r i a n s ,  C h a r le s  C i l l e y  and Ed Cogan, who w ere a t t e n d i n g  
th e  m e e t i n g ,  w ere g i v e n  s p e c i a l  r e c o g n i t i o n .  Each had an o p p o r t u n i t y  
t o  make a few  com m ents. C h a r le s  C i l l e y  p a id  s p e c i a l  t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  
n u r s e s  who had c a r e d  f o r  t h e  many wounded i n  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u l g e ,
D ick  W h iteh ead  re a d  a l e t t e r  o f  a p p r e c i a t i o n  t o :

V i c t o r  J o y eu x  and W ife  
C h a r le s  T e i n t  and W ife  

f o r  p r o v i d i n g  a d e l i g h t f u l  e v e n in g  o f  m u sic  t o  t h e  VBOB group  
a t  t h e  P o s t  House H o t e l ,  L e i g e  B e lg iu m  on S ep tem ber 27 .

S t a t i s t i c s  o f  t h e  M e e t in g —
*102 members a t t e n d e d  t h e  m e e t in g  
*45 d i f f e r e n t  u n i t s  w ere r e p r e s e n t e d  i n c l u d i n g  

7 p e r s o n s  from t h e  2 8 th  D i v i s i o n

(cant'd from page 4)



6 p e r s o n s  from  t h e  7 5 th  D i v i s i o n  
6 p e r s o n s  from t h e  3 0 th  D i v i s i o n  

*25 d i f f e r e n t  s t a t e s ,  t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  C olum bia and E ngland  w ere  
r e p r e s e n t e d  a t  t h e  m e e t in g .  

P r e s i d e n t  G eorge Chekan a d jo u r n e d  t h e  m e e t in g  a t  1200 h o u r s .  

Many o f  t h e  a t t e n d e e s  commented t h a t  t h i s  had t r u l y  b een  an 
e x t r a o r d i n a r y  t o u r  and m e e t in g  f o r  t h e  V e te r a n s  o f  The B a t t l e  o f  
The B u lg e !  

R e s p e c t f u l l y  ^Subm itted  

D oroth y  S ^ i n b i s  D a v i s ,  R.N.  
R e c o r d i n g ^ e c r e t a r y

(cant'd from page 5)

O r d e r

B a t t l e

o f  t h e

B u l g e

V i d e o  N o w

D e a r  VBOB M e m b e r :
I n  S e p t e m b e r ,  1 9 8 8 ,  a  t e l e v i s i o n  
c r e w  f r o m  T h e  C h e s a p e a k e  M e d i a  
I n s t i t u t e  a c c o m p a n i e d  s o m e  1 0 0  
VBOB m e m b e r s  o n  a  p e t u r n  t o u r  o f  
t h e  A r d e n n e s  r e g i o n  o f  L u x e m 
b o u r g  a n d  B e l g i u m .  T h e  t o u r  w a s  
o r g a n i z e d  b y  C h a r l e s  M a c D o n a l d ,  
a u t h o r  o f  A Tiin.e ?='nr T r n m n e t s  
w h o ,  a l o n g  w i t l i l ^ O B  p r e s i d e n t -  
e l e c t :  B i l ^  G r e e n v i l l e ,  h a d  b e ^ n  
w o r k i n g  w i t h  CMI o n  t h e  c r e a t i n  
n f  DECtMBER DAWN: A 9 0 - m i n u t e  
PBS d o c u m e n t a r y  o n  t h e  B a t t l e  o t  
t h e  B u l g e ,

T h ^  p r o d u c t i o n  e f f o r t  b e g u n  o n  
t h i s  t o u t :  w i l l  c u l m i n a t e  n e x t
f um m e r  v ^ i t h  t h e  n a t i o n a l  a n d  

n t e r n a t i p n a l  r e l e a s e  o f  t h i s  
v e r y  s p e c i a l  t e l e v s i o n  p r o j e c t .  
U n l i k e  e a r l i e r  f i l m  p r o i e c t s  o n  
t h e  B a t t l e  p f  t h e  B u l g e ,  DECEM
BER DAWN w i l l  t e l j  t h i s  s t o r y  
f r o m  t h e  p e r s o e c t i v e  o f  t h o s e  
w h o  l i v e a  i t — G I * s .  m e d i c s ,  
f i e l d  n u r s e s ,  g u n  a n d  t a n k  c r 
e w s — v e t e r a n s  l i > c e  y o u r s e l f  
r e c a l l i n g  h a r r o w i n g  m e m o r i e s  
t h a t  y o u  a l l  s h a r e .

W h i l e  f i l m i n g  o n  l o c a t i o n  w i t h  
t h e  VBOB m e m b e r s ,  we w e r e  i n u n 
d a t e d  w i t h  r e _ g u e s t s  t o  p u r c h a s e  
c o p i e s  o. f  DECEMBER DAWN b r i o r  t o  
i t s  n a t i o n a l  r e l e a s e ^ ^ s c h e d u l e d

- ....... 1 3 S 3 .  A a
we h a v e  a r -

___ ,  . ^ _____ p r e - r e l e a s e
o f f e r  t o  VBOB m e m b e r s  a n d  t h e i r  
f a m i l i e s .

r o r a u i u i u e i .

Pr o m i s e d  e v e r y o n e ,  
a n g e d  a  s p e c i a l

DECEMBERT h e  r e l e a s e  p r i c e  o f  _________
DAWN w i l l  b e  $ 7 9 . 9 5 .  B u t  VBOB 
m e m b e r s  c ^ n  p r e - p u r c h a s e  p e r 
s o n a l  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m  
p r i o r . t o  D e c e m b e r  3 1 ,  1 9 8 8 ,  a t  
t h e  d i s c o u n t e d  p r i c e  o f  $ 5 9 . 9 5 .  
20% o f  t h i s  w i l l  b e  d o n a t e d  b a c k  
t o  t h e  VBOB F o u n d a t i o n  t o  g o  
t o w a r d  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t n e  
B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u l g e  G a l l e r y  a t  
t h e  U . S .  Army  M us eu m a t  T o r t  
G e o r g e  G.  M e a a e .  CMI i s  a l s o  a

n o n - p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  s o  a l l  
o f  y o u r  p r e - r e l e a s e  p u r c h a s e  o f  
DECEMBER DAWN ^ s  t d x - U e d u c t a b l e . 
P l e a s e  u s e  t h i s  o r c ^ e r  f o r m  f o r  
p u r c h a s i n g  y o u r  c o p i e s .

T h o s e  VBOB m e m b e r s  y h o  p l a n  t o  
a t t e n d  t h e  e v e n t s  i n  De cem)?e r  
a n d  w o u l d  b e  w i l l i n g  t o  b e  i n 
t e r v i e w e d  o n  c a m e r a  t o r  t h e  p r o 
j e c t  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  D r . i - a n c  
J e n n i n g s  a t  t h e  a d d r e s s  b e l o w .

W e _ w i s h  t o  e x p e n d  q u r  t h a n k s  t o  
a l l  t h o s e  VBOB who a s 
s i s t e d  u s  w i t h  o u r  i n i t i a l  f i l m 
i n g  i n  S e p t e m b e r .  We s n a i l  n o t  
f o r g e t  y o u r  s t o r i e s , y o u r  p a 
t i e n c e  a n d  y o u r  h o s p i t a l i t y .

— D r .  C h a r l e s  s t e r i n ,  
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r ,  CMI

P l e a s e  r e s e r v e  c o p y  ( c o p i e s )  
o f  t h e  t e l e v i s i o n  d o c u m e n t a r y  
DECEMBER DAWN a t  t h e  p r e - r e l e a s e  
p r i c e  o f  $ 5 9 . 9 5  e a c h .

Name  ____________

A d d r e s s _  

C i t y _____

T a p e  F o r m a t :
VHS B e t a

S u b t o t a l : _________
$3  s h i p p i n g  c h a r g e  p e r  o r a e r

T o t a l

N o t e :  Y o u r  c o p y  o f  DECEMBER DAWN 
w i l l  b e  s h i p p e d  b y  S e p t e m b e r  1 ,  
1 9 8 9 .  S o r r y ,  n o  C . O . D .  o r  c r e d i t  
c a r d s .  P l e a s e  m a k e  y o u r  c h e c k  o r  
m o n e y  o r d e r  p a y a b l e  t o :  L o y o l a  
C o l l e g e / C h e s a p e a k e  M e d i a  I n s t ,  
a n d  m a i l  t o  4 5 0 1  N.  C h a r l e s  S t .  , 
WTT2W, B a l t i m o r e ,  MD 2 1 2 1 0 .



VETERANS OF THE BATTLE OF THE 
BULGE TOUR VISIT SITES OF THEIR 
ORDEALS, TRIUMPHS

One of the most unique phenomena of 
WWII is the undiminished affection of the 
Belgians and Luxembourgers for American 
soldiers who took part in the Battle of the 
Bulge, 137 Veterans of the Battle of the Bulge 
and their wives found in a tour from 20 to 30 
September.

The people, officialdom and Belgian veter
ans outdid themselves in a seemingly never- 
ending series of receptions and honors for the 
Americans.

A recent survey shows that nowhere else in 
WWII - Pacific or European theaters - have the 
liberated peoples shown such a high degree of 
gratitude for their American liberators as the 
Belgians and Luxembourgers.

VBOB officials were easily equal to the 
challenge, as two times VBOB president George 
Chekan (9th Inf Div) never made the same 
speech twice as he responded to the many 
Belgian recitations of sentiment...

VBOB Members Enjoying Tour

BASTOGNE, BELGIUM - Sept. 22,1988. CEREMONIES AT 
CITY HALL. VBOB Pres. Chekan (center) presents VBOB 
Flag to Mayor Guy Lutzen of Bastogne (left). Art Gordon,
VBOB member looks on.

The climax of the Belgian enthusiasm and 
deep concern for the Americans came on the 
next to last day when more than 60 Belgian 
veterans, and members of two groups (CRIBA 
and CIBA) concerned with the memorializing of 
the Battle of the Bulge took the VBOB members 
in private cars to combat locations the VBOB 
members wanted to see. The cars were aug
mented by busses, when there were many 
VBOBers seeking certain battle sites. The Belgi
ans insisted on paying in the main for the 
expenses.

As the VBOB contingent left each of the 
many receptions, the Belgians fought back tears 
unsuccessfully.

At one site, an 87-year-old Baron who had 
recently suffered a stroke, insisted on coming 
down to speak to the VBOB group.

There are many monuments and destroyed 
German military equipment memorializing the 
Battle of the Bulge throughout the area. One 
site had an ironic touch: A battered Panzer was 
surrounded by six flagpoles on which snapped 
brightly colored flags in the brisk wind. The 
flags advertised a red wine . . .

VBOB members were able to visit foxholes - 
still identifiable after these many years - and 
many veterans told their anecdotes, on site.



One Belgian restauranteur, known as "more 
American than the Americans''has the front of his 
hotel p>ermanently decorated with three-foot- 
high-shoulder patches of US Battle of the Bulge 
units. His restaurant walls are covered with 
WWII memorabilia. In VBOB's honor, several 
local collectors of US military vehicles desp
layed their collection, dressed in WWII uni
forms. The vehicles were in remarkable shape. 
At the luncheon WWII period musical numbers 
were played after the spontaneous outpouring 
of sentiment by the Belgians and the VBOB 
responses.

The Belgians even have written books 
about the American effort to fight for the Bulge 
area twice. They do not blame the GI for the fact 
that this part of Belgium had to be fought for a 
second time, in the Bulge The Belgians pre
sented little mementoes to the VBOB contin
gent of their unflagging appreciation for their 
liberation. "Without you, we would still be victims 
of the Nazis," was a recurring theme in their 
outpouring of feeling . . .

Even with the complete rebuilding of the 
area, there are American flags hung from 
balconies of both official and private buildings 
yc«r-rOuirvd . . .

Attendees were high in their praise of the 
Charles B. MacDonald (Company Commander, 
Time for Trumpets author) - organized trip. He is 
a VBOB member.

Roy Gordon 
VBOB Correspondent 
(9 Inf. Div. 47th Inf.)

(c a n t’d  fr o m  page 7)

7Ui General Membership Meeting Attendees

Opening Ceremonies

Diekirch
Museum
Diorama
GI Christmas
Turkey
Dinner

Clervaux Castle

A recent survey shows that nowhere else in W W II - Pacific or European theaters • 
have the liberated peoples shown such a high degree of gratitude for their 
American liberators as the Belgians and Luxembourgers.



COME JOIN US FOR THE 
VETERANS OF THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE 

DECEMBER
CELEBRATIONS & CO M M EM O RATIO NS

T he  V e t e r a n s  o f  The  B a t t l e  o f  Th e  B u l g e  h a s ,  e a c h  y e a r  on  D e c e m b e r  16 ,  
h e l d  a s p e c i a l  c o m m e m o r a t i v e  c e r e m o n y  a t  t h e  Tomb o f  The  Unknown 
S o l d i e r ,  A r l i n g t o n  N a t i o n a l  C e m e t e r y .  T h i s  y e a r ,  e v e n t s  h a v e  a l s o  
b e e n  p l a n n e d  f o r  D e c e m b e r  14 a n d  15 .  I t  w i l l  b e  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  
o l d  a n d  new f r i e n d s  t o  e n j o y  c a m a r a d e r i e  , r e m i n i s c e  t o g e t h e r  a n d  t o  
c e l e b r a t e  t h e  p r o g r e s s  made  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  The  
B u l g e  G a l l e r y .

THE A G EN D A

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14 ,  1 9 8 8 — 6 : 3 0 p . m .

DINNER GALA
FORT GEORGE G. MEADE, MARYLAND OFFICERS'  CLUB 

To C e l e b r a t e  The  U n v e i l i n g  o f  The  " F o u n d e r ' s  5 0 0 "  P l a q u e  
6 : 4 5 p . m .  t o  7 : 1 5 p . m . — R e c e i v i n g  L i n e  o f  D i g n i t a r i e s  
7 : 3 0 — S e a t e d  f o r  D i n n e r

P o s t i n g  o f  C o l o r s .................................F o r t  Mea de  G a r r i s o n  C o l o r  G u a r d

P l e d g e  o f  A l l e g i a n c e  

I n v o c a t i o n

DINNER MENU

C re a m  o f  B r o c c o l i  S o u p  
C e a s a r  S a l a d  

R o a s t  P r i m e  R i b  o f  B e e f  a u  J u s  
T o m a t o  P r o v e n c a l e  

G r e e n  B e a n s  A l m o n d i n e  
S t u f f e d  B a k e d  P o t a t o e s  

C h o c o l a t e  M o u s s e  S u p r e m e  
C o f f e e  a n d  T e a

9 : 0 0 p . m . — I n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  G u e s t s  
Comments
U n v e i l i n g  o f " F o u n d e r ' s  5 0 0 "  P l a q u e  

9 : 3 0 p . m . — M u s i c a l  P r o g r a m — F i r s t  U . S .  Army Band

C a s h  B a r



(cant'd from page 9)

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1 5 ,  1 9 8 8 ----- 9 ; 3 0 a .m .  t o  1 1 : 3 0 a .m .
F i r s t  .^.p.nual M e e t in g  

B a t t l e  o f  The B u lg e  H i s t o r i c a l  F o u n d a t io n
F o r t  G e o r g e  G. Meade Museum 

F o r t  G e o r g e  G. M eade, M ary lan d

T h i s  w i l l  be an o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  you  t o  m eet  t h e  o f f i c e r s  and  
B oard  o f  D i r e c t o r s  o f  t h e  F o u n d a t io n  and t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  w i t h  y o u r  
com m ents and i d e a s  f o r  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  and b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  B a t t l e  
o f  The B u lg e  G a l l e r y .  T h e r e  w i l l  be  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  by S a n d i e  F a u r i o l , 
C am paign M anager and by H arry  W i lb u r ,  E x h i b i t  D e s i g n e r  a s  w e l l  a s  
h i s t o r i c a l  m a t e r i a l  and d o c u m e n ts  f o r  you t o  b r o w se  t h r o u g h .

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16 , 1988

1 1 : 0 0 a . m . - - S p e c i a l  C e r e m o n ie s  f o r  The V e t e r a n s  o f  The B a t t l e  o f  
B u lg e
Tomb o f  The Unknown S o l d i e r  
A r l i n g t o n  N a t i o n a l  C en ic tery

1 1 : 3 0 a . m . - - C o l o r  Guard and C om m em oration C e r e m o n ie s  a t  t h e  
V e t e r a n s  o f  The B a t t l e  o f  The B u lg e  Monument 
A r l i n g t o n  N a t i o n a l  C e m ete ry

1 2 : 0 0  n o o n - - R e c e p t i o n - - T h e  H i s t o r i c  W a in w r ig h t  H a l l
F o r t  M yer, V i r g i n i a  

S w e a r in g  In  o f  O f f i c e r s  f o r  t h e  n e x t  y e a r  
L un ch eon  B u f f e t  
C ash  Bar

We h o p e  many o f  you  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  a t t e n d  some o r  a l l  o f  t h e s e  
<^vpnts and e n j o y  t h e  c o m r a d e s h ip  o f  The V e t e r a n s  o f  The B a t t l e  o f  
The B u l g e  and w i t n e s s  t h e  m o v in g  c e r e m o n i e s  a t  t h e  Tomb o t  The  
Unknown S o l d i e r .

SO THAT WE MAY BETTER PLAN FOR THESE ACTIVITIES, PLEASE RETURN 
YOUR RESERVATION FORM BY DECEMBER 7 ,  1 9 8 8 .

F or  y o u r  c o n v e n i e n c e  a l i s t  o f  m o t e l s  n e a r  t o  F o r t  Meade i s  
e n c l o s e d .

The l i m i t  f o r  t h e  D in n e r  G a la  w i l l  b e  260 p e r s o n s .

10



R E SE R V A T IO N  FO RM

R e tu r n  form  by D ecem ber 7 ,  1988 t o :
BATTLE OF THE BULGE HISTORICAL FOUNDATION 
P .O . BOX 2 5 1 6 ,  KENSINGTON, MD 2 0 8 9 5 - 0 8 1 8  

P l e a s e  make c h e c k s  p a y a b l e  t o :  BoBHF
DINNER GALA— DECEMBER 14 , 1988  

NAME TEL.#

ADDRESS

UNIT
SPOUSE/GUEST
NUMBER OF RESERVATIONS TOTAL COST AT $ 2 5 .0 0  EACH

T a b l e  a s s i g n m e n t  f o r  t h e  d i n n e r  w i l l  be on y o u r  name c a r d .  I f  you  
w i s h  t o  s i t  w i t h  f r i e n d s - - p l e a s e  i n c l u d e  t h e i r  names w i t h  t h i s  form .  
DRESS: B u s i n e s s  S u i t / B l a c k  T i e  o r  D r e s s  B l u e s .

DECEMBER 15 , 19 8 8 - - 9 : 3 0 a .m .  t o  1 1 :3 0  a .m .

BATTLE OF THE BULGE HISTORICAL FOUNDATION MEETING

Y e s ,  I w i l l  a t t e n d  t h e  m e e t i n g .  Number o f  p e r s o n s ___

No, I w i l l  n o t  be a t t e n d i n g  t h e  m e e t in g

DECEMBER 1 6 ,  1 9 8 8 — 1 1 : 0 0 a . m .

Y e s ,  I w i l l  a t t e n d  t h e  c e r e m o n i e s  a t  A r l i n g t o n  C em etery  
Number o f  p e r s o n s  a t t e n d i n g ______________________

N o, I w i l l  n o t  b e  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  c e r e m o n i e s .

Number o f  p e r s o n s  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  L uncheon  R e c e p t i o n  a t  
W a in w r iq h t  H all,  F o r t  M yer, VA______________________

I f  o v e r n i g h t  a c c o m m o d a t io n s  a r e  n e e d e d ,  s e v e r a l  m o t e l s  n e a r  F o r t  Meade;
H o lid a y  Inn „  ̂ ^
TT-mTTes-TFom F t .  Meade) B e s t  W estern
3400 F t .  Meade RD. (20  m in u te s  from F t .  Meade)
L a u r e l ,  MD 20707 15101 S w e itz e r  Lane
T e l .# 3 0 1 -4 9 8 - 0 9 0 0  L a u r e l,  MD 20707
S in g le /D o u b le  R oom --S 49 .0 0  T e l .# 3 0 1 -7 7 6 -5 3 0 0
* I f  you c a l l  or w r i t e ,  m en tio n  ‘ S e n io r  C it i z e n  R ate
t h a t  you a r e  w ith  th e  VBOB Group S in g le  R o o m -§ 5 7 .00 in c lu d e s  ta x

D oub le Room— $ 6 3 .0 0 ( in c lu d e s  ta x )
M a r r io t t— BWI A ir p o r t  
(10  m i le s  from  F t .  Meade) 
1743 W est N u rsery  Rd 
B a lt im o r e ,  MD 21240  
T e l . # 3 0 1 -8 5 9 -8 3 0 0  
* I f  a member o f  AARP 
S in g l e  R o o m --$ 6 2 .0 0  
D ou b le  R oom --$ 6 7 .0 0
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Members Speak Out
J o h n  ( F l o y d )  S t r a c e n e r ,  511th E n g r .  Lt .  
P on to n  Co,  w r i t e s  to r e p o r t  a r e v i s i t  to 
E u r o p e  two y e a r s  a g o  a n d  t h e r e  f o u n d  a 
fami ly he  met t h e r e  40 y e a r s  a g o .  At t h a t  
t ime t h e  la d y  was s e v e n  y e a r s  old a n d  h e r  
b r o t h e r  n in e .  T h e y  now all  c o r r e s p o n d  
wi th on e  a n o t h e r .

J .  C.  Daw so n ,  Co.  1, 39th I n f ,  9 th  I n f .  
Div,  was w o u n d e d  in la te  J a n u a r y  1945 in 
G e r m a n y .  T a k e n  to a f ie ld h o s p i t a l  in Bel 
g iu m,  h i s  mi l i t a ry  r e c o r d  i n d i c a t e s  he  was 
w o u n d e d  in Be lg ium,  h o w e v e r .  When he 
fel l ,  h i s  he lmet  was p a r t i a l l y  of f  a n d  l a t e r ,  
t h r e e  bu l l e t  ho les  w e r e  n o te d  in t h e  he lm et .  
He c o n s i d e r s  h imse l f  r a t h e r  l u c k y !
Ra lph  R.  B a l e s t r i e r i ,  58th AFA B n,  r e 
q u e s t s  t h a t  o t h e r  u n i t  me m be rs  w r i t e  to 
him a t  41 Rose  C o u r t ,  E a t o n t o w n ,  NJ 07724.

R o b e r t  J .  Smi th ,  B t r y .  A, 482d AAA, a t 
t a c h e d  to 3d FA,  B B t r y ,  9 th A rm d .  Div,  
i s  now r e t i r e d  f rom a re d w o o d  l u m b e r  mill 
( a f t e r  38 y e a r s )  a n d  w is h e s  to  h e a r  f rom 
o t h e r  u n i t  m e m b e r s .  Write him a t  2204 
N e w b u r g  R d ,  F o r t u n a ,  CA 95540.

Bill M o nt gom ery ,  A Co,  4th Med. B n ,  4th 
I n f .  Div,  w r i t e s  of  h is  u n i t  g o i n g  to  L u x 
e m b o u r g  to r e g r o u p  a f t e r  t h e  H u r t g e n  F o r 
e s t  c a r n a g e .  A f t e r  h o l d i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  
le f t  t e m p o r a r y  s h o u l d e r  of  t h e  German  a d 
v a n c e ,  he  moved  t h r o u g h  Belgium a n d  to 
t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s  a lo ng  t h e  H i n d e n b u r g  L ine .  
T h is  was in D e c e m b e r  1944 a l t h o u g h  Bill 
had  b e e n  in t h e  same a r e a  ( t h e  same G e r 
man f a r m h o u s e )  he  ha d  o c c u p i e d  f i ve  o r  
s ix  m on th s  p r e v i o u s l y .  By t h i s  t ime t h e  
German a r m y  h a d  le f t  i t s  c a l l in g  c a r d  -  
d i a r r h e a !  F o r  more in fo  r e  4th Div.  c h a p 
t e r s ,  c o n t a c t  Ra lp h  L i n g e r t ,  477 C l u b h o u s e  
D r ,  Mason,  OH 45040.

D u d le y  A t k i n s ,  78th Div ,  r e m e m b e r s  t h e  
t o u g h  t imes in t h e  H u e r t g e n  F o r e s t ,  t h e  
c a p t u r e  of  Sc hm id t  a n d  t h e  Sc hwammen-  
a u e l  Dam. Two of  h i s  b r o t h e r s  w e re  on 
t h e  s c e n e ,  too -  on e  wi th t h e  84th D iv is 
ion a n d  a n o t h e r  with P a t t o n ' s  T h i r d  Army.

L e o n a rd  S c h a f e n b e r g ,  Hq.  B t r y ,  174th FA 
Bn wis he s  to h e a r  f rom all  m em ber s  of  t h e  
b a t t a l i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  v e t s  f rom New York  
a n d  Ohio.  Write him a t  1911 E. 29th S t ,  
B r o o k l y n ,  NY 11229.

P aul  A. Mong,  259th FA B n ,  w i s h e s  to 
h e a r  f rom a n y  of  h i s  u n i t  b u d d i e s .  Write 
P aul  a t  Box 79, RD #2,  E l d r e d ,  PA 16731.

T h a d  F .  C o n w a y ,  A B t r y ,  575th  AAA, 11th 
A r m d .  Div ,  h a s  h e a r d  f rom o n ly  o n e  u n i t  
m e m b e r .  I f  t h e r e  a r e  a n y  o t h e r  b u d d i e s  
o u t  t h e r e ,  p l e a s e  w r i t e  t h e  E d i t o r ,  THE 
BULGE BU G LE, who will p u t  y o u  in c o n 
t a c t  wi th  T h a d .

Donald  V.  T o m p k i n s ,  801st T a n k  D e s t r o y e r  
R e c o n ,  w i s h e s  to  h e a r  f rom "ole c o m r a d e s , "  
e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  who w e r e  lo s t  b e h i n d  
e n e m y  l in e s  in t h a t  cold D e c e m b e r  of  1944. 
Wri te Don a t  413 Old C o u n t y  R o a d ,  R i n g 
g o ld ,  GA 30736.  _________________________

A n g u s  ( S c o t t y )  L o g a n ,  B t r y .  C ,  589th FA,  
106th Div ,  w i s h e s  to h e a r  f rom o t h e r  u n i t  
m e m b e r s .  A f t e r  27 y e a r s  t e a c h i n g  sc h o o l ,  
he  h a s n ' t  f o r g o t t e n  h i s  f r o z e n  f e e t  d u r i n g  
t h e  B a t t le  o f  t h e  B u lg e  a t  S t .  V i t h .  Write 
S c o t t y  a t  1708 S.  Michigan Av e ,  S a g i n a w ,
MI 48602._______________________________________

Wm. M. B r o o k s ,  Co.  E,  134th I n f ,  35th 
Div ,  w r i t e s  t h a t  he  was w o u n d e d  f o u r  t imes  
b e t w e e n  S t .  Lo a n d  B a s t o g n e  a n d  s p e n t  
e i g h t  m o n t h s  in h o s p i t a l s .  He 'd  l ike  to 
h e a r  f rom old b u d d i e s .  Wri te him a t  496 
E as t w ood  L a n e ,  D a y t o n a  B e a c h ,  FL 32018.

R o b e r t  C.  H a y e s ,  84th I n f .  Div ,  Co.  I ,  
w i s h e s  to  h e a r  f rom u n i t  m e m b e r s .  Write 
him a t  6434 N. Moore Ave ,  P o r t l a n d ,  OR 
97217. _________________________

Wm. R.  Wat t s ,  S v c .  Co,  21st T a n k  B n ,
10th A rm d.  Div ,  w r i t e s  a b o u t  t h e  d a y s  he 
s p e n t  with h i s  c o m r a d e s .  He s e n d s  h i s  
love  to all  o f  h i s  b u d d i e s .____________________

P e t e r  J .  S c h r a d e r ,  Co .  A, 372d E n g r .  GS 
R e g t ,  a t t e n d e d  t h e  r e u n i o n  in S y r a c u s e ,  
b u t  f o u n d  no b u d d i e s .  Come o n ,  G u y s ,  
w r i t e  t h e  E d i t o r  a n d  he ' l l  p u t  y ou  in t o u c h  
with P e t e . _______________________________________

Leo J .  Y o s t ,  C C B ,  10th A rm d .  Div ,  w r i t e s  
t h a t  he  h a s  v i s i t e d  t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d s  in E u r 
o p e  on two  o c c a s i o n s  a n d  made  a t r i p  to 
A la s k a  r e c e n t l y  a n d  look s  f o r w a r d  to  a t 
t e n d i n g  o n e  of  o u r  r e u n i o n s .

ARE YOUR DUES DUE?
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Members Speak Out
Thomas L. H a r r i s ,  Hq,  60th Inf ,  9th Inf .
D iv , s e n d s  th e  l i cense p la te  he used  d u r i n g  
th e  ear ly  1980's. On a ba se  of s i lv e r ,  the  
top line in red  r e a d s  "F i r s t  in F l i g h t , "  the  
c e n t e r  l ine in v e r y  la rg e  blue  l e t t e r s ,  
r e a d s  " A r d e n n e s , "  followed by  th e  bottom 
line in r e d ,  "Nor th  Caro l ina ."  T h a n k s ,
Tom. The  pla te  is be ing  r e t u r n e d  to add  
to y o u r  WWII memoires.  ( E d . )
PVT Benjamin S. F r ankl in ,  327th Glider 
R e g t ,  101st Abn Div, l anded  behin d  enemy 
l ines  on D-Day at  Normandy.  Taken  p r i s 
o n e r  by  th e  German f o r c e s ,  he e sc ap ed .  
Wounded,  he was e v ac ua ted  to a hospi ta l  
in En gl an d .  He was th e n  r e t u r n e d  to his 
uni t  in F ra n c e .  At Baslogi ie ,  Benjamin 
was killed by  th e  enemy.  His b r o t h e r  was 
a t  th e  time in Thi r d  Army's  35th Division.  
Anyone with an knowledge  of t h e s e  inc i 
d e n t s  is a s k e d  to contac t  Benjamin' s  b r o t h 
e r ,  James C. Fr a n k l i n ,  229 Bonds Rd,  
Thomaston ,  GA 30286.

VBOB Life iviember Ralph R. Ba le s t r ie r i ,
58th & 13th FA, wr i tes  to a d v i se  t h a t  "one 
Gold Stav  Lcipcl Hiitton will b s  f u m i s h s d  
wi thout  cost  to th e  w id o w (e r ) ,  each p a r e n t ,  
each ch i ld ,  s t e p - c h i l d ,  child t h r o u g h  a d o p 
t ion ,  b r o t h e r ,  h a l f - b r o t h e r ,  s i s t e r  and  
h a l f - s i s t e r  of a member of th e  Armed 
Forces  who was killed while in th e  ac t ive  
mil i t ary s e rv ic e  d u r i n g  World Wars I and  
II ,  Korea o r  Vietnam conf l ic t s .  To r e 
q u e s t  a b u t t o n ,  w r i t e  to th e  Re t i r ee  Commu
ni ty  S u p p o r t  Office,  Bldg.  142, Rm. 110,
F t .  S h e r id a n ,  IL 60037-500 o r  call (312) 
925-3179."
CiiT-riP R Pnlk, R t r y  A, 4fiSth A A A  AW 
Bn,  wishes  to h e a r  from o t h e r  un i t  mem
b e r s .  He r e c e n t l y  comple ted 34 y e a r s '  
s e rv ic e  with th e  Civil Se rv ic e .  Write to 
C u r r ie  a t  Rt .  2, Box 144, Gatesvi l le ,  TX 
76528._________________________________________

William B. Leeseman,  J r . ,  101st E n g r .  Com
bat  Bn,  26th Inf .  Div, v i s i ted  Yellowstone 
National  Pa rk  in J u n e ,  wea r in g  his  red  
VBOB J a c k e t .  He was a p p r o a c h e d  by 
t h r e e  v i s i t o r s  c ur io us  a b o u t  "VBOB."  One 
y o u n g  man, p e r h a p s  35, s t a t e d ,  "we a re  
d eeply  i n d e b t e d  to all of y o u . "

Edward S.  Tooma, Co. F,  23d Inf ,  2d Inf .  
Div, wishes to locate any  members of his 
uni t  d u r i n g  1944/1945. Write him at  306 
Grove tho rn  Rd,  Balt imore,  MD 21220.
Rober t  W. Kocks te d le r ,  D T r p ,  25th Cav.  
Bn,  4th AD, wr i tes  of meeting in a gab 
sess ion in May in Indianapol i s ,  r enew ing  
old a cq u a in ta n ce s  and  has h in g  o v e r  some 
old s to r ie s .  All p r e s e n t  made it  from the  
beach to Bavar ia .  Bob sa ys  he still  r e c o g 
nized all pa r t i c ip a n ts  a f te r  43 y e a r s .
Reid W. McNary,  891st FA Bn,  wr i tes  to 
sa y  t h a t  VBOB "has  been the  most r e w a r d 
ing  in l e t t e r  e x c h a n g e  and  information 
g i v e n ."

Gabr iel  Car r i za le s ,  Co. A, 17th Sig.  Opn.  
Bn,  s e r v e d  with F i r s t  US Army as a motor 
m e s s e n g e r  ("Message Must Go T h r o u g h . " )
In th i s  as s ig nme n t  he became v e r y  familiar 
with Malmedy, Uppen,  S t.  Vith,  Spa ,  Ver -  
v i e r s ,  Liege and  B r u s s e ls .  He was one of 
the  last  m esse ng e rs  to de l iver  to Ba s togne .  
He remembers  th a t  roads  were  h a rd  to fol
low — too much snow.
Raleigh C. B e n n e t t ,  Co. F,  2d Inf ,  5th Inf .  
Div, T hi rd  US Army,  wr i tes  to tell  us  t h a t  
he f in i shed  college a f te r  WWII and  th en  to 
embalming school and  s u b s e q u e n t  l icens ing .  
He r e t i r e d  as fu n e r a l  d i re c to r  t h r e e  y ea r s  
ago.  He wants to he a r  from anyone  with 
whom he s e r v e d .  Write to Raleigh at  Rt .
2, Box 267-A, Whitakers ,  NC 27891.
H. E. ( J i g g s )  Jo h n s o n .  Bn.  Motor Sgt ,
48th AID, 7th Armd.  Div, r e t i red  in 1948 
and  wr i tes  th a t  " i t ' s  good to be a p a r t  of" 
V R O R .

Char l es  R.  Miller, Co. A, 290th Inf ,  75th 
Div, was medically evacua t ed  in J a n u a r y  
1945 to th e  662d Med. Clear ing Co. He u n 
d e r s t a n d s  t h a t  th i s  was in Spa and  la te r  
moved to Malmedy. Visi t ing tha t  a rea  t h r e e  
y e a r s  ago,  he was unable  to confirm the se  
locat ions.  Anyone  who can provide  f u r t h e r  
da ta  or  who s e r v e d  with him in th e  75th is 
asked  to wr i te  Char les  at  2314 Mavis Cr ,  
Ta l lahass ee ,  FL 32301.

SIGN UP A 
UNIT BUDDY 

IN VBOB!
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R efreshm ents in B astogne
T h e  p i c t u r e  of  B a s t o g n e  Town S q u a r e  b r i n g s  b a c k  m any f o n d  me m or ie s .  I was with t h e  
VIII C o r p s  Hq in B a s t o g n e  f rom 17 O c t o b e r  to 10 D e c e m b e r  1944. G e n e r a l  Middle ton  
w a n t e d  to  s t a y  in B a s t o g n e ,  b u t  h i g h e r  Hq d i d n ' t  w an t  to  c h a n c e  a C o r p s  Hq b e i n g  c a p 
t u r e d  so  we w e r e  o r d e r e d  o u t ;  C o r p s  f o r w a r d  to  N e u f c h a t e a u  a n d  C o r p s  r e a r  to A r lo n .

A few d a y s  b e f o r e  l e a v i n g  we had  r e q u i s i t i o n e d  a small  h o te l  j u s t  o f f  t h e  town s q u a r e .
A c o m p r e h e n s i v e  i n s p e c t i o n  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  t h e  b a s e m e n t  was s i g n i f i c a n t l y  sm a l le r  t h a n  t h e  
h o te l  d i m e n s i o n s .  By p o u n d i n g  on t h e  wal ls  we came u p  with hollow s o u n d s  a n d  a f t e r  
c u t t i n g  a  hole in t h e  wall ,  we u n c o v e r e d  a h i d d e n  c a c h e  — h u n d r e d s  of  b o t t l e s  of 
w in e s ,  c h a m p a g n e s ,  c o g n a c s ,  e t c .

T h e  h ot e l  o w n e r  c laimed i t  w a s n ' t  h i s .  T h e  m a y o r  sa id  i t  d i d n ' t  b e l o n g  to  t h e  c i t y  o r  to 
B elg iu m.  He a l so  a d d e d  t h a t  t h e  G e r m a n s  h a d  u s e d  t h e  h o t e l  a s  a Hq b e f o r e  t h e  Amer i 
c a n s  a r r i v e d ,  so  we c laimed t h e  b o o t y .  B u t  t h e n  came T h e  B u l g e ,  so  we s e a le d  t h e  wall 
a n d  h o p e d  a n d  p r a y e d  t h a t  w h en  we r e t u r n e d ,  i t  would s t i l l  b e  t h e r e .

G e n e r a l  McAul i f fe 's  m e s s a g e ,  " N u t s , "  may h a v e  b e e n  h is  most  f a m o u s ,  b u t  he  r e p o r t e d l y  
s e n d  a m e a n i n g f u l  m e s s a g e  to  VIII C o r p s  Hq s a y i n g ,  "We h a v e  d i s c o v e r e d  y o u r  c a c h e .  
E v e r y  man h a s  a  b o t t l e .  We a r e  a t t a c k i n g  a t  o n c e ! "

S u r e  e n o u g h ,  w h e n  we r e t u r n e d  t h e  c a c h e  was g o n e .  C o u p le d  with t h e i r  h e r o i c  s t a n d ,  
i t  means  t h a t  t h e  101st may h a v e  b e e n  t h e  on ly  o u t f i t  in t h e  h i s t o r y  of  mi l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n s  
to  d e f e n d  a n d  " a t t a c k "  s im u l t a n e o u s l y  with e q u a l  s u c c e s s .  We d i d n ' t  b e g r u d g e  them 
t h e i r  v i c t o r i e s ,  b u t  i t  would h a v e  b e e n  n ice  i f  t h e y  would  h a v e  le f t  a few " p r i s o n e r s "  
f o r  u s  to " i n t e r r o g a t e . "

. . . N o r m  M. P o r r ,  Omaha ,  NE

Reprinted from.
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G uest Editorial

Gaps in Life With 
Final Taps

By Peter G. Dounis

The spine tingling and bone chill
ing sound of Taps Is a feeling most 
of us have felt at different military 
memorial ceremonies o r  funerals, 
but are reluctant to express or 
openly admit.

The sound of Taps permeating 
and ringing in the air can fill the 
bosom with pride and sorrow, 
cause the em ergence of tears in 
one's eyes with deep swallows and 
Instill trembling In the knees. Some 
bficome teary faster than others 
depending on their private 
Utoughts. but txxfies rigid, posture 
aaroit and eyes glossy, is a  true a s 

sociation with the crisp sound of 
Taps.

We know that silence and respect 
are proper protocol and para
mount: certainly. It being a time for 
reverence and a genuine test for 
most of the human senses.

No better tribute and memory ac
tivator can corKlude the life and 
project the spirit of a befallen, brave 
and courageous American hero of 
yesteryear, who has given In total 
sacrlflra.

Those earthly niches and crypts 
contain ren^ins whose memories 
remain with us and are difficult to 
forget!

Yes, there is a time for bugles and, 
as long as there are conflicts and 
wars with the ultinrate casualties 
that result and manifest, we will 
hear the staccato notes echoing 
Into the heavens and the haunting 
tone of sounding wherever 
and  w henever app ropria te  
throughout the worM.

Prior to the Civil War, the bugle 
call was called T attoo ’ and in 1062 
General Daniel Butterfield of the 
Union Army composed Taps. Also, 
Cavalry and Artillery units used 
bugles, but the Infantry used drums 
for formation ‘calls’. During that 
period of the Civil War those drum 
“calls" changed to bugle “calls'.

The various stanzas which shou W 
accompany Taps, but seldom do, 
are as follows:

TAPS

Day is done, gone the sun 
from the lake, from the hill, 
from the sky.
All is well, safely rest. God is nigh. 
Thanks and praise for our days 
‘neath the sun, 'neath the stars, 
‘neath the sky.
As we go, this we know. God is 

nigh.

It has been difficult to ascertain, 
either from civilian or military 
sources, the origin and solemn oc

casions for the proper and accept
able usage of Its different word 
groupings and something must be 
said for the Bugler, who creates 
Taps with his masterful technique 
of articulating to perfection and it is 
he who stands alone...while all lis
ten.

Emotion is preponderantly omni
present in varying degrees and an 
integral part of sounding or 
resounding Taps. If you don l feel 
anything after hearing f ^ s ,  you’re 
not humani

Now, we unmistakenly know after 
a century plus, that Taps is in
grained and entwined in our na
tional heritage and history.*

SUPPORT 
THE 

GALLERY ... 

I T  I S  

O U R  

L E G A C Y !
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Veterans 
Administration

VA MEDICAL CARE FOR VETERANS 65 AND OLDER

VA's e l i g i b i l i t y  a s s e s s m e n t  p r o c e d u r e s  a pp ly  t o  a l l  
n o n s e r v i c e - c o n n e c t e d  v e t e r a n s  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  age .
Pub. Law 99-272  r e p e a l e d  a p r o v i s i o n  i n  The Ve t e r an s  
Omnibus H ea l t h  Care Act  o f  1970 t h a t  a l l ow ed  v e t 
e r a n s  65 y e a r s  o f  age  o r  o l d e r  t o  r e c e i v e  c a r e  i n  VA 
f a c i l i t i e s  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  income.

VETERANS CAN FILE NEW DISABILITY CLAIMS

Recen t  d i s c o v e r y  o f  p a r t i a l  m i l i t a r y  t r e a t m e n t  r e c 
o rd s  by t h e  N a t i o n a l  A rc h iv e s  and Reco rds  Admini s 
t r a t i o n  may e n a b l e  many Army and Army Ai r  Corps v e t 
e r a n s  o f  World War I I  and t h e  Korean C o n f l i c t  t o  
f i l e  f o r  V e t e r an s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  d i s a b i l i t y  compensa
t i o n  paymen ts .

To speed  t h e s e  c l a i m s ,  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  o f  t h e  VA 
has announced t h a t  t h e  VA has  i n t r o d u c e d  s p e c i a l  
p r o c e d u r e s ,  c o l l e c t i v e l y  c a l l e d  P r o j e c t  E x p e d i t e ,  
which i n v o l v e  a m as s iv e  c r o s s - c h e c k i n g  o f  f i l e s  t o  
d e t e r m i n e  c a s e s  t h a t  can be r e op en ed .

Using t h e  new r e c o r d s ,  t h e  VA now hopes  t o  a s s i s t  
many v e t e r a n s  whnsp c l a i m s  had p r e v i o u s l y  been 
d en i e d  b ec aus e  no r e c o r d  was a v a i l a b l e  t o  c on f i rm  
medica l  d i s a b i l i t i e s  t h a t  o c c u r r e d  d u r i n g  m i l i t a r y  
s e r v i c e .

V e t e r a ns  and s u r v i v o r s  u ns u re  w h e th e r  t h e i r  d i s a b i l 
i t y  com pensa t i on  c l a i m s  a r e  a f f e c t e d  sh ou ld  c o n t a c t  
t h e  n e a r e s t  VA Regional  O f f i c e .  A t o l l - f r e e  number 
o f  t h e  n e a r e s t  o f f i c e  i s  l i s t e d  in  t h e  F ede ra l  Gov
ernmen t  s e c t i o n  o f  t e l e p h o n e  d i r e c t o r i e s .

The N a t i o n a l  Arch ive s  and Reco rds  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  on 
June  15 a d v i s e d  t h e  VA t h a t  i t  i s  o b t a i n i n g  a c o l 
l e c t i o n  o f  comni j ter  t a p p  r n n t a i n i n g  some 10 m i l l i o n  
Army medica l  t r e a t m e n t  r e c o r d s  t h a t  p a r t i a l l y  f i l l  a 
gap c r e a t e d  when a 1973 f i r e  d e s t r o y e d  m i l l i o n s  o f
r m' l i + a r y  - f i l o c  a t  t h o  f p Hp r a l  rprnrr i  r p n t p r  i n  St

L o u i s .  The newly found r e c o r d s  co ve r  t h e  y e a r s  from 
1942 t o  1945 and f rom 1950 t o  1954.

For  c e r t a i n  v e t e r a n s  whose c l a i m s  f o r  d i s a b i l i t y  com
p e n s a t i o n  were  de n i e d  s i n c e  t h e  f i r e ,  t h e  VA may now 
be a b l e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  documen tary  e v id e n c e  t o  s u p p o r t  
t h e i r  c l a i m s .

The S t .  Lou is  f i r e  on J u l y  12,  1973 d e s t r o y e d  Or 
s e r i o u s l y  damaged some 18 m i l l i o n  s e r v i c e  r e c o r d s ,  
making su b s e q u e n t  d i s a b i l i t y  c l a i m s  d i f f i c u l t  and ,  
i n  some c a s e s ,  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  p r o c e s s .  The newly 
found medica l  r e c o r d s  a r e  b e i n g  p r o v i d e d  t o  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  A rc h i v e s  by t h e  N a t i o n a l  Re sea r ch  C o u n c i l ,  
a p r i v a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  had been engaged i n  a n 
a l y s i s  o f  Army h o s p i t a l  r e c o r d s  i n  t h e  1 9 5 0 ' s .  The 
c o m p u t e r i z e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e f l e c t s  b a t t l e  i n j u r i e s

t r e a t e d  i n  Army h o s p i t a l s  and a sample o f  h o s p i t a l i 
z a t i o n s  f o r  o t h e r  r e a s o n s .  The r e c o r d s  cove r  p e r s o n 
nel  who s e r v e d  i n  t h e  Army and Army Air  Co rps,  as 
wel l  a s  pe r s on ne l  from o t h e r  s e r v i c e s  who were 
t r e a t e d  i n  Army medical  f a c i l i t i e s .  (VA 6 / 2 3 / 8 8 ) .

BURIAL OF VETERANS' FAMILY MEMBERS

Wives o f  v e t e r a n s  b u r i e d  i n  a VA Na t iona l  Cemetery a r e  
e n t i t l e d  t o  b u r i a l  in  t h e  same cem e te ry .  I n i s  i s  a l s o  
a p p l i c a b l e  t o  t h e  v e t e r a n s '  minor  c h i l d r e n ,  unmar r ied  
c h i l d r e n  under  age 23 a t t e n d i n g  schoo l  and under  c e r 
t a i n  c o n d i t i o n s  t o  un mar r i ed  a d u l t  c h i l d r e n .

VETERANS WHOSE REMAINS WERE CREMATED

Ve te r ans  who were c rema ted  and t h e i r  a s he s  s c a t t e r e d  
may have a memorial  marke r  p l a c e d  in  t h e  VA Nat ional  
Cemetery o r  in  a memorial  marker  e r e r t e d  in  a p r i v a t e  
c em e te ry .

INCREASE IN PERCENT OF DISABILITY

V ete r ans  w i th  s e r v i c e - c o n n e c t e d  d i s a b i l i t i e s  r a t e d  a t  
t e n  p e r c e n t ,  and whose c o n d i t i o n  has  wor sened ,  may be 
r e e v a l u a t e d  f o r  an i n c r e a s e  in  t h e i r  pe r c e n t a g e  o f  
d i s a b i l i t y .  Submit  a w r i t t e n  r e q u e s t  t o  t he  VA a long  
w i th  any medica l  ev id en c e  t o  s u b s t a n t i a t e  you r  c l a i m .

ATTPMTjON = ° ° ° ° “ °
ABOUT YOUR ORDER --------  All  o r d e r s  t o r  me rchand is e
must  be on  ̂ r nmnlp tpd VBOB o r d e r  form.

ABOUT YOUR CHECK UK MONEY ORDER --------  P l e a s e  do not
s t a p l e  o r  t a pe  you r  check o r  money o r d e r .  You can 
he lp  by add ing  you r  membership number and purpose  o f  
t he  check a t  t h e  bo t t om o f  you r  check .  Checks and 
money o r d e r s  i n  e x c e s s  o f  t h e  amount f o r  dues  o r  
me rcha nd i s e  w i l l  be c o n s i d e r e d  a d o n a t i o n .

ABOUT YOUR ADDRESS LABEL --------Bes ide  your  name and
a d d r e s s  t h e  l a b e l ,  above you r  name, shows you r  mem
b e r s h i p  number.  The l a s t  f o u r  d i g i t s  a r e  you r  s e 
quence  number p roceeded  by C, L, R o r  A ( C h a r t e r ,  
L i f e ,  R egu l a r  o r  A s s o c i a t e  Member).  On t h e  same l i n e  
wTtn you r  name ib a ciuiiibei Or tnO l e t t e r s .  The nu™ 
b e r ,  be g in n i n g  w i th  3,  4 o r  5 ,  i n d i c a t e s  you r  e d i t i o n  
o f  THE BULGE BUGLE was s o r t e d  by ZIP code .  The two 
l e t t e r s  a r e  t h e  a b b r e v i a t i o n  o f  your  s t a t e  and i n d i 
c a t e d  t h a t  your  e d i t i o n  o f  THE BULGE BUGLE was bu lk -  
m a i l e d .

OLLIE CHAPLIN, Movers '  I n f o rm a t io n  S e r v i c e s ,  in  Ar
l i n g t o n ,  VA - -  he who m a i l s  you r  VBOB m a i l ,  r e c e i v e s  
you r  d u e s ,  e t c . ,  - -  wants  you t o  be aware o f  t he  
above .  L e t ' s  he lp  O l l i e ,  and h i s  w i f e .  Da l e ,  a l l  we 
can by fo l l o w in g  t h e  above r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s .  
O th e rw i s e ,  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  ch a rg e s  may be f i l e d  
a g a i n s t  you r  good na m e ! ! ! ! !  ..........Ed.
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UNIQUE STORY PLANNED^»“ “ “
How many of  u s  ha d  memorable  e x p e r i e n c e s  
S t a t e s i d e  a n d  in E u r o p e  d u r i n g  World War
II t h a t  w e r e  f u n n y ,  s a d  a n d  u n b e l i e v a b l e  
t h a t  we would l ike to te l l ,  b u t  do  no t  b e 
c a u s e  we do  not  wan t  them p ubl ic iz ed?

F or  y e a r s ,  C ly d e  P ie r s o n  ( C / 5 5 7 t h  AAA Bn 
84th I n f  Div)  h a s  t h o u g h t  a b o u t  th i s  a n d  
now i s  g o i n g  to p u t  t o g e t h e r  in book form 
s u c h  memor ies .

He s a y s  " . . . t h e  names  u s e d  will be  f i c t i t 
i o u s .  I j u s t  d o n ' t  t h i n k  I wan t  my name 
u s e d  on some of  t h e s e  s t o r i e s .  You d o n ' t  
n e e d  to s i g n  t h e  l e t t e r ,  b u t  all  in fo rm a t io n  
will be  in t h e  s t r i c t e s t  c o n f i d e n c e .  I do 
know t h a t  n o t  all  of  o u r  memories  a r e  e a s y  
to p u t  in t o  w o r d s ,  b u t  if you  fee l  i t  w o r t h  
t h e  t ime ,  p le a s e  s e n d  s o m e t h i n g .  If  I g e t  
e n o u g h  to p u t  t o g e t h e r ,  I will se e  t h a t  
e v e r y o n e  g e t s  a c o p y . "

L e t t e r s  s h o u ld  be  s e n t  to  C ly de  P i e r s o n ,  
1399 Shadow O ak s  R o a d ,  Kissimmee,  FL 
32743. A l th o u g h  t h e  l e t t e r s  s h o u l d  be  u n 
s i g n e d ,  y o u r  p a r e n t  u n i t  s h o u l d  be  i n d i 
c a t e d .  . . . C l y d e  D. Bo den

HELP US HELP YOU
M em be rs  who h a v e  c h a n g e d  a d d r e s s e s  in 
t h e  l a s t  y e a r  may wish  to  u p d a t e  t h e i r  t e l e 
p h o n e  n u m b e r s  with VBO B.  When y o u r  
a d d r e s s  c h a n g e s ,  p l e a s e  n o t i f y  u s .  C u r 
r e n t  m e m b e r s  a r e  a s k e d  NOT to  i n c l u d e  an  
a p p l i c a t i o n  to  VBOB w h e n  yo u  p a y  y o u r  
d u e s .  . . a p p l i c a t i o n s  a r e  f o r  NEW m e m b e r s  
o n l y .  When y ou  s e n d  in y o u r  d u e s ,  p l ea se  
w r i t e  y o u r  VBOB m e m b e r s h i p  n u m b e r  on 
y o u r  c h e c k .  P l e a s e  do not  s t a p l e  o r  t a p e  
y o u r  m e m b e r s h i p  c h e c k ;  t h i s  c r e a t e s  d e 
l a y s  in p r o c e s s i n g .  O r d e r s  f o r  m e r c h a n 
d i s e  a n d  b o o k s  m u s t  b e  on an  o r d e r  for m .  
S in c e  o u r  la s t  e d i t io n  a n d  to mi d-May ,  54 
o r d e r s  w e r e  r e c e i v e d  w i t h o u t  t h e  o r d e r  
f o r m .

CONGRATULATIONS ... 
CASIMER POMIANEK, 

PRESIDENT OF VBOB's 
NORTHW EST CHAPTER

At a recent Division Reunion, Casimer 
signed up 20 new payed-up members 
to VBOB. Quite an Achievement!

... Ed.

-NCWV -THIS ONE FOR THE BAfTuE OF THE BULGE ^  ^  W T  N E£P SMART ^A A A Q S  '"
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Repfinted from The Washington Post 10/21/88.

D ear Ann Landers;
I was surprised to see the 

letter asking about the meaning 
of the phrase,"feed it to Sweeney.” This 
story might be of interest to your 
readers.

An American soldier was a prisoner 
of war in enemy territory. The POWs 
had permission to write to their families 
but were advised that strict censorship 
would prevail and any letter that hinted 
at negative comment about their 
treatment would not be forwarded.

One soldier wrote, in effect, that they 
were treated with consideration, had 
comfortable quarters and excellent 
food. He concluded, "I cannot 
emphasize enough how well we are 
treated. I want you to tell this to all our 
friends, but I particularly want to you to 
tell it to Sweeney."

Obviously the censor-interpreter was 
untutored in American idioms. The 
soldier’s letter was received at 
home.—Jan Martin, Santa Rosa, Calif. 
Dear Jan:

Thanks for a fascinating letter that is 
sure to revive some great war stories. 
Any more out there?



Bastogne H ad Its Heroines; Too

Nurses Pleaded to Remain 
With Wounded as Nazis Neared

A U.S. A R MY  EVACUATION HOSPITAL, France. Jan. 8 (UP)—The 
eight nurses, in mud-coaled woolen shirts, slacks and G l boots, stood before 
the harried colonel as the advancing Germans drew nearer. Their jaws 
were set and their eyes red-rimmed from lack of sleep.

“We can’t leave now,’’ they protested. “We can’t go and leave these men.
It d o esn ’t m atie r w hat happens to  us. Let 
us Slay.”

But the co lonel did not let them  stay, 
not tha t tim e noi any o f  the o th er lim es 
th is hospital fell back in the first six days 
o f the N azi w inter offensive in Belgium.

A nd lie d id n ’t leave a single patien t 
behind either.

“ D espiie the m oves, wc kept right on 
woi'King,” bdiu ihe iiu ik y , iac ilu m  colonc! 
from  M inneso ta . “ W e had lo , bccause 
the o th e r  h o sp ita ls fell back lo the sides 
o f  the bulge and we were the only one 
available at the tip  o f  the sp e arh e ad .’’

T he G erm an s were so close ihai ai one 
lime llic co lonel selected volunteers to 
stay behind  w ith the patien ls when it 
appeared  that som e m ight have to be left.

Twice they ab an d o n ed  equ ipm en t, only 
to  recover it w hen the G erm an  drive 
seemed m om entarily  slow ed.

"T liere  w eren’t any heroes because ihey 
were all h eroes,” the co lonel said . "T h e  
nurses were terrific .”

"T hey  su re  w ere,” confirm ed the chief 
r.urse. C a s t .  E lizabeth  M ay, n f H am pton . 
N ew  H am pshire

“ All we had been th ink ing  o f  before 
tlie N azis cam e was m oving to  belter 
quarte rs , ' sa id  L t. K uih  ru iy e a i ,  uC 
R k 'hm ond Va.

L t. H elen Y ancey , o f  H in to n , W . V a., 
sa id : “ W hen 1 w ent th ro u g h  the receiv
ing w ard I tried  to w alk casually , like 
everyth ing w as line. T he boys knew w hat 
was h appen ing , bu t all o f  them  k«pt 
c a lm .”

T h e  hosp ita l had  p lanned  a dan ce  foi 
the S a tu rd ay  n ight w hen the G e rm a n ' 
b reak th ro u g h  began. T he nurses were 
u[>sct at lirst w hen officers w ho were 
invited from  a nearby in fan try  d ivision 
failed to  show  up , bu t as Puryear sa id , 

coup le  o f h o u rs  fater wc found  th a t 
we 'n»u borai Nouti iii> fo r  i w i  . ’

VBOB member, Lt. Ruth 
M. Puryear, ANC, 107th 
Evac. Hosp. before the 
December snow and 
“ breakthrough.” This 
is a STARS & STRIPES 
article of that time.

Veterans 
Administration

The VA does  not  pay s p e c i a l  l i f e  i n s u r a n c e  
d i v i d e n d s  on l ap s ed  i n s u ra n c e  p o l i c i e s .  An 
i n s u r a n c e  hoax t h a t  has p l agued  t h e  VA 
s i n c e  1948 i s  r e f u e l e d  eve r y  few y e a r s  by a 
d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  " a p p l i c a t i o n s "  t h a t  c la i in  
t h a t  Cong re ss  has  a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  d i v i d e n d s .  
There  has  been no such a c t i o n  nor  i s  t h e r e  
any p en d in g .  Annual d iv i d e n d s  on c u r r e n t  
GI i n s u r a n c e  p o l i c i e s  a r e  p a i d  by t h e  VA to 
v e t e r a n s  who c o n t i n u e  t o  pay premiums.  
D iv idend  payments  a r e  made a u t o m a t i c a l l y ,  
u s u a l l y  on t h e  a n n i v e r s a r y  d a t e  o f  t h e  p o l 
i c y ,  and no a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  needed.

P A SS THE W O R D  
A B O U T  VBOB

Again, let me re-emphasize the 
need for each of us to generate new 
members. We know there are many, 
many more Veterans of the Battle of 
the Bulge out there. We know they 
would be honored to be part of this 
exceptional organization. They just 
haven’t learned about VBOB. You 
can be our best advertising cam
paign. 

Talk to eligible veterans and 
encourage them to join. It’s the only 
way we can continue to grow.

Ch?kan. Pres.. VBOB

ALL VBOBers . . . your attention, please!!!
There is NO Remittance Envelope with this issue of The 

Bulge Bugle. SO . . .  if your dues are due, please use your own envelope 
to make payment (or one saved from a previous issue). 

Mail to: Veterans of The Battle of The Bulge 
P.O. Box 11129 
Arlington, VA 22210-2129

P.S. Don't forget to write 
your membership number 
on your check. Thank You!

AND . . .  there is no Order Blank either. It is being revised to make it 
more understandable for you and more usable for us. As of now, use one 
of the old Order Blanks, please. Prices are the same.
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"1 see Comp'ny E got th' new style gas maskj, Joe.”

VFW MAGAZINE ITEM SPARKS 
VBOB MEMBERSHIP DRIVE

A w ell-positioned article in  the Septem ber 1988 issue 
of the Veterans of Foreign W ars M agazine publicizing the 
current m em bership drive by VBOB resulted in  m any 
hundreds of requests for inform ation.

The support of the VFW is not only appreciated; it is 
treasured. M any, if not most, of VBOB m em bers are active 
in the VFW in leadership and other roles.

As the 6,000 figure in  VBOB m em bership is 
approached, all m em bers are urged to be part of this 
growing in ternational organization by talking w ith  rela
tives and friends, by placing pertinen t item s in  local 
new spapers and veterans and un it publications and by 
contacting local radio and television stations.

A dditional inform ation and brochures com plete w ith  
background data and applications for m em bership may be 
obtained from Neil Thom pson, Vice President for M em ber
ship, VBOB, P.O. Box 11129, A rlington, Va. 22210.
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NATIONAL 
PUBLICATIONS WILL 
FEATURE BULGE 
ARTICLES

The World War II Chronicle will 
include in the November-December 
1988 issue a number of items about the 
Battle of the Bulge. Wayne Sanford, the 
Chronicle editor, is a member of 
VBOB.

The December 1988 issue of Sol
diers, an official U.S. Army publication 
that is distributed world-wide to all 
Army Installations, will contain an 
anicle based on recollections of the 
veterans of that battle as well as military 
and historical data.

Efforts will be made to determine the 
way to get copies of that article. It is 
expected that the Battle of the Bulge 
Gallery at Fort Meade, Md., will be 
featured in the January 1989 issue of 
Soldiers.

★ ★ ★

SITES ARE BEING 
CONSIDERED FOR 1989 
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP 
MEETING

After successful General Membership 
Meetings in Syracuse, NY, in 1987 and 
in Luxembourg in 1988, action is being 
taken to schedule the 1989 GMM in the 
United States. The first four were held 
in Arlington, VA.

Sites being considered include the Far 
West, the Mid West and the South, 
among others.

It is at these meetings that officers are 
elected, constitutional and by-laws 
changes are considered, reports are 
received and other business is trans
acted. There are other events such as a 
banquet and dance, social events, tours, 
the showing of films and time for 
renewing old and making new acquain
tances.

Additional details are planned to be 
published in The Bulge Bugle early in 
1989.



Reunion

Mary Jonckeau’s 
Special R eq u es t. . . 
Place Flowers on Gravo c

Center of Research and Information Battle of the Ardennes 
(CRIBA) member Madame Mary Jonckeau of Verviers, 
Belgium is pictured in Arlington National Cemetery where she 
placed flowers lied together with black, yellow and red colored 
ribbon, the colors of the Belgium flag.

Mary and her son Eric visited with the family of Bill 
Tayman, a life member of the Veterans of The Battle of The 
Bulge for two weeks this suinmer. Mary had one spccial 
request while on her first trip to the United States . . . place 
flowers on the graves of a WWII soldier, the Korean conflict 
and Vietnam.

Mary and her son have adopted men in the Henri Chapxille 
American Cemetery where she and her son place flowers on 
the graves of American servicemen who gave their lives during 
the Battle of The Bulge. They each have three men whom they 
honor as family at special times of the year - a true love and 
appreciation for the American soldier who died for the freedom 
of Belgium.

Bill who lives in Reston, Virginia invited Mary and Eric to 
visit our National Capital for several days, they also visited 
Mount Vernon, a three day trip to Williamsburg by way of the 
Chesapeake Bay bridge and the Bay Tunnel at Norfolk. From 
Jamestown they went to Thomas Jefferson’s Monticello and a 
tour of the University of Virginia campus - night in Staunton 
with the next day driving on a section of Skyline Drive.

On the recent VBOB tour to Belgium and Luxembourg 
Mary, her husband and son took Bill on a special tour of theu- 
counirj'. It is these kind of friendships make CRIRA nnrl 
VBOB so rewarding.

104th I n f .  R e g t , 26 th  Y a n k e e  D i v ,  21-23 
A p r  89 ,  H y a t t ,  C h e r r y  Hil l ,  N J .  C o n t a c t  
R o g e r  H e m o n d ,  P . O .  Bo x  3523,  S p r i n g 
f i e l d ,  MA 01101

2 8 t h  Y a n k e e  D i v .  C o n v e n t i o n ,  8-10 J u n  89,  
j Q u a l i t y  I n n ,  C h i c o p e e ,  MA. C o n t a c t  Sam 

O p p e d i s a n o ,  61 W i n t h r o p  S t ,  S p r i n g f i e l d ,
MA 01105.

3 2 8 th  I n f .  R e g t ,  26 th  Y a n k e e  D iv ,  20-22  
O c t  89 ,  ( l o c a t i o n  n o t  y e t  a v a i l a b l e ) .  C o n 
t a c t  S a n t o  M a r u c a ,  79 S i m p s o n  C i r c l e ,  
A g a w a m ,  MA 01001.

5 1 1 th  E n g r .  L . P .  C o ,  4 8 th  r e u n i o n ,  22 
O c t  88 ,  W a y n e ,  N J .  F o r  i n f o ,  c o n t a c t  J o e  
R o s a n i a ,  P . O .  B o x  412, W h i t e h o u s e  S t a t i o n .  
NJ  088 89 .

He H e * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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Bulge Veterans Conduct 
Membership Drive

The V eterans of the B attle of 
the Bulge have launched a 
m em bersh ip  drive to double its 
5,000 to tal by the end of 1988.

In announcing this cam paign, 
VBOB’s Vice P re s id en t for 
M em b ersh ip  Neil Thom pson 
recalled  the organ ization’s objec
tives a re  to p erpetuate  the 
m em ory of the sacrifices involv
ed, to p re se rv e  h istorical da ta  
and  sites , to foster international 
peace and  good wiii and to pro
m ote friendship.

VBOB is com posed of veterans 
who tought in that six-week 
A rdennes C am paign in Belgium 
and I^uxem burg in fog, snow, rain 
and ice in the h itte r cold 1944-45 
w inter, and also of relatives, 
friends, and history bufis

'I'he B a ttle  of the Bulge has 
been ch arac te rized  by V'BOB 
m em ber and m ilita ry  author- 
h isto rian  C harles MacDonald 
who fought there with the 2nd In- 
lan try  Division, as the g rea test

battle  ever fought by the U.S .Ar
my. In addressing  the fiouse of 
Commons following that battle, 
S ir W inston Churchill sa id : "This 
is undoubtedly the g rea test battle 
of the w ar and  will, I believe, be 
regarded  as an ever-tam ous 
■American v icto ry”

Ut the miliion p artic ipan ts in 
th a t  b a t t le ,  a b o u t 350,000 
A m ericans survive 

VBOB sponsors trip s  to the ba t
tleground, (and plans to hold the 
1988 G e n e ra l  M e m b e rsh ip  
M e e t in g  t h e r e )  c o n d u c ts  
m em orial and o ther cercm onies, 
publishes The Hulge Bugle, has 
dedicated a plaque and a tree in 
Arlington National C.'emetery, 
and is conducting a cap ita l fund 
cam paign to build an addition to 
the F irs t Li. S. A rm y and Fort 
Meade Museum 

Additional inlorm atioii may be 
obtained by w riting  to VBOIi- 
M em bership, PO Box 11129, Arl
ington, V.A 2221

“ O

"See you in 
^Washington, D.C. 

®  in December"
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N O V EM BER  1988

ADVERTISE
VBOB

]Ne know there are many, many veterans eligible to join VBOB, but they 
haven't. And the only reason we can think of is that they don't even know we 
exist.

That's why we're asking for your help.
You can be the best advertising vehicle we have by promoting VBOB 

whenever you have the chance. Talk to eligible veterans and encourage them to 
join. And spread the word among other veterans' organizations ^  placing 
notices on their bulletin boards. With your help our roster will continue to 
grow.

If you need more application forms, please write the national headquarters, or 
copy the one below.

Help m a in ta in  the specia l bond th a t  ex ists  betw een  a ll Veterans o f  the B a ttle  o f  the Bulge!
_______________________________________________________________ D e ta ch  a n d  M a i l _______________________________________________________________

A n n u al D ues APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
Sio V ETERA N S OF TH E B A T T L E  O F T H E BULGE

P.O. B ox 1 1 1 2 9 ,  A rlin gton , V irg in ia  2 2 2 1 0 -2 1 2 9

DONATIONS 
ARE WELCOME

Name

A ddress 

City ___

_ B lrthdate  _ 

Phone( )_

S ta te Zip

Unit(s) to w hich  assigned  d u ring  period D ecem ber 16, 1944— Ja n u a ry  25, 1945 (Div, Regt, Bn, C o ).

C am paign R ibbons an d  B attle s ta rs  aw arded  _

W o unded .

C aptured
M ake check or m oney order payable  to VBOB and  m ail w ith  th is application to above address


