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VBOBers  - 
G et  ready  f o r ...

N E v m
VBOBs 8th General 
Membership Meeting
Sept. 25-28, 1989

Check these fabulous highlights;
Motor coach tour to Donner P ass 

in the Sierra Mountains 
Walking Tour of Reno, Nevada 
Gambling Casinos (open 24 hours) 
Round the clock entertainment 
Dinner and Live Show/ at BALLY'S 

“Hello Hollywood, Hello" 
Elaborate VBOB Banquet

... and MORE!!!

C o m p l e t e  d e t a i l s  
a r e  f o r t h c o m i n g  
in  n e x t  i s s u e  o f  
T H E  B U L G E  B U G L E .  
M a r k  y o u r  
c a l e n d a r  N O W !!
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From The P residen t

As I write my first message as president it brings back more 
than seven years of memories. Six of us sat down in the courthouse in 
Arlington, Virginia, in 1981 and said to Qyde Boden, "Let's do it." 
What have we accomplished? Three great achievements, namely, our 
memorial monument in Arlington Cemetery, our Battle of The Bulge 
Historical Foundation, and an increase in our membership approach­
ing six thousand. I want to thank our three past presidents for their 
great leadership and accomplishments.

I have two major goals; An increase in membership to ten 
thousand and total membership support of our Battle of The Bulge 
Historical Foundation.

Our membership goal can easily be obtained if each member 
brings in a new member. This sounds simple. It isn't however, as our 
Vice-President for Membership knows. I need the effort of every 
member to reach this goal. Let's start now.

My second goal is even more ambitious. CXir Foundation needs 
$1.5 million. Where do we siaiiu? The Fuuiiuaiiuii is in place aiiu 
currently soliciting funds from corporations and foundations. The 
status of our gallery in the museum at Fort Meade, Maryland, has not 
been affected by the recent programmed closing of military bases. At 
our General Membership Meetings many members have asked "what 
can I do." We can all donate an average of one hundred dollars. Some 
members will not be able to give this much. Those of us who can will 
pick up the diffcrcncc. Octaiis will be published in the next issue of 
THE BULGE BUGLE.

Aside from these two major goals we shall continue to promote the 
purposes for which we were founded and the personal friendships we 
have developed. See you in Reno in September.

Yours in comradeship.

William T. Greenville

Hey VBOBer...
Please check the back page. The date shown is the date YOUR 

DUES ARE DUE!
Pay your dues and get a full year of membership (from the date 

printed) in the greatest organization in the world. Cross my heart!!!
Kilroy



44th  ANNIVERSARY 
Commemorated

On 14, 15 and  16 December ,  1988, o v e r  140 
Ve te ra ns  of The  Batt le  of th e  Bulge ,  t h e i r  
re l a t i ve s  and  f r i e n d s ,  g a t h e r e d  in th e  
Washington ,  D .C .  a r e a  to commemorate,  
with solemn ceremonies th e  joyful  c e l e b ra -  
t a ions ,  th i s  im por tan t  a n n i v e r s a r y .
T h e r e  were  v e t e r a n s  from 14 s t a t e s  r e p r e s ­
e n t i n g  th e  1st, 2nd,  9 th ,  26 th ,  28th ,  30th,  
35th,  75 th,  80th,  83rd ,  84th,  87th,  94th 
and  106 I n f a n t r y  Division;  t h e  3d,  4 th ,  9th 
and  10th Armored Divisions  a n d  E ng in ee r  
Combat Bat ta l ions ,  Field A r t i l l e ry ,  Tank  
D e s t r o y e r ,  Field and  E vacua t ions  Hospital s ,  
OSS and  Mor tar  Bat tal ion s u p p o r t  u n i t s .
The  t h r e e - d a y  commemorat ions b eg an  with a 
" D in ne r  Gala" a t  th e  F t .  George  G. Meade 
Off icers '  Club,  ho s t ed  by  th e  Batt le  of  the  
Bulge  Histor ical  F o un da t i on .  Members of 
th e  F t .  Meade Reenac tm en t  Group (James 
S p e raw ,  Commander)  were  on hand  and  
d r e s s e d  in WWll un i forms  to meet and  talk 
with th e  v e t e r a n s .
The  g u e s t s  were  g r e e t e d  by  members of th e  
re c e iv in g  l ine:  LTC Alfred S h e h a b ,  Ret .
(1st Vice P r e s i d e n t ,  Doro thy  Davis ,  R . N . ,  
P r e s i d e n t ,  Ba t t le  of th e  Bulge Historical  
F o u nda t io n ;  BG David Allen, Chief  of 
S ta f f ,  F i r s t  U .S .  Army,  and  Mrs.  Allen;
His Exce llency  Herman and  Mrs.  Dehennin 
(Be lg ium );  His Excel lency  Andr e  Phi lippe  
(L u x e m b o u r g ) ;  Lt .  Gen.  H a r r y  W. 0 ,  Kin- 
n a r d ,  101st Ai rbo rne  Division and  Mrs.  Kin- 
n a r d ;  and  th e  Honorable Thomas McMillen, 
Maryland House of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .

In a co lor ful  cer emony,  th e  519th MP Bn.  
pos te d  t h e  f lags of th e  United S t a t e s ,  Bel­
g ium,  L uxem bourg  and  the  V e te r a n s  of the  
Batt le  of th e  Bulge.  Col. Euge ne  Drouil -  
l a r d .  Re t ,  75th Division,  led t h e  g r o u p  in 
th e  P ledge  of Allegiance,  followed b y  th e  
invoca tion  by  Msgr .  Wm. O'Donnell ,  87th 
Division.  LTC Alfred S h e b a b ,  R e t ,  38th 
Ca va l ry  Rec.  Sq(M) ,  s e r v e d  as  th e  Mas ter  
of Ceremonies .
A h ig hl ig h t  of th e  e v e n in g  was th e  r ece ip t  
of a t e legram from George  C. Scot t  ( t h e  
a c t o r  who played  th e  role of  Gen .  George  S. 
Pa t to n  in the  movie " P a t t o n , "  a nd  a mertioer 
of th e  Advisory  Council  of t h e  Histor ical  
F o und a t io n .  The  g r e e t i n g s  r e a d  as  follows: 
"On t h i s ,  the  eve  of th e  44th A n n i v e r s a r y  
of t h e  Batt le  of th e  Bulge ,  I e x t e n d  to the  
Bat t le  of  t h e  Bulge  Histor ical  Fou ndat ion

and  th e  v e t e r a n s  of t h a t  g r e a t  ba t t l e  my 
r e s p e c t  and  good wish es .  F u r t h e r ,  my 
wishes  fo r  v e r y  warm Holiday G ree t in gs  to 
all of th os e  involved  in th i s  most w o r t h ­
while e n d e a v o r . "
A f t e r - d i n n e r  comments in c luded  specia l  
g r e e t i n g s  by  George  C h e k a n ,  9th I n f a n t r y  
Division,  P r e s i d e n t  of th e  V e te r a n s  of th e  
Batt le  of  th e  Bulge ,  and  BG David Allen. 
Emotional s t a te m e n t s  were made by th e  Am­
b a s s a d o r  of Belgium, Herman Deheninn  and  
Ambassador  A ndre  Phi l ippe of Lu xem b o u rg  
both of whom were t e e n a g e r s  d u r i n g  The  
Bulge  and  of f e re d  t h e i r  deep  g r a t i t u d e  to 
th e  v e t e r a n s  a nd  p ledge d  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  to 
th e  Batt le of  th e  Bulge Gal le ry.  Gen.  Kin- 
nard  s h a r e d  in th e  g r o u p  s e v e ra l  of his  e x ­
p e r ie n ces  of  se r v i c e  if  with Gen.  McAuliffe's 
s ta f f  d u r i n g  th o se  d a r k  d a y s  in B a s t ogn e .
The  main e v e n t  of th e  "Gala" was th e  u n ­
vei l ing of th e  im pres s iv e  " F o u n d e r ' s  500" 
p laque  t h a t  l i s ted  th e  114 d o n o r s  who had 
each c o n t r i b u t e d  $500 o r  more to th e  Gal­
le ry  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  14 mon ths .  The  
p laque  was d e s i g n e d  by  Col. Druoi l la rd and  
William Tayman.  Unveil ing th e  p laque  were 

Sal Scarpe llo  who s e r v e d  as a S e r g e a n t  
with th e  28th I n f a n t r y  Division in Cla r -  
v a u x  and  l a t e r  in th e  Skyl ine  Area  wher e  
he was se r ious l y  wounded  nea r  
th e  end  of th e  ba t t le .
Ro be r t  Hagel ,  35th Inf .  D i v . n e a r  H ar -  
l an ge ,  Lu x e m b o u rg ,  He and  s e v e ra l  of 
hi s b u d d i e s  had  been wounded  and  were 
p in ned  down by  s n i p e r  f i r e ;  a Medic 
came to t h e i r  aid and  while t e n d i n g  to 
Bob' s  wo u n d s ,  th e  Medic was sh o t  t h r o u g h  
th e  Red C ro ss  on his helmet.  Bob d e d i ­
ca ted  his in sc r ip t io n  on th e  p l aque  to "A 
Medic (name unkn o w n )  who died he lp i ng  
m e . "
Cha r l es  B.  MacDonald,  commander  of a 
rifle company ,  2nd I n f a n t r y  Division on 
the  nor th  s h o u l d e r  of th e  Bulge  and  who 
was also woun ded  d u r i n g  th e  las t  d a y s  of 
th e  b a t t l e .  C ha r l e s  is an h i s to r ia n  with 
th e  Fo unda t io n  a nd  th e  a u t h o r  of a n u m b e r  
of books  i n c lu d in g  "A Time fo r  T r u m p e t s . "

Ruth  P u r y e a r ,  R . N ,  s e r v e d  as an Army 
N u rs e  with t h e  107th Evacuat ion Hospi ta l  
s ta t i o n ed  from Oc to be r  to December  17,
1944 jus t  f o u r  miles ou ts id e  B as t o g n e .
The  107th was t h e  only Army Hospi ta l  loc­
a ted  a t  t h e  t ip  of  th e  Bulge .  As i t  b e ­
came n e c e s s a r y ,  d ue  to enemy ac t i on ,  
to r e t r e a t  from th e  ( C on t in ue d  on Page  4 )



44TH ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATED 
( c o n t i n u e d  f rom P a g e  3 )
a r e a  i t  was  t h r o u g h  t h e  d e d i c a t e d  e f ­
f o r t s  o f  t h e  n u r s e s  a n d  o t h e r  p e r s o n n e l  
t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  ab le  to b r i n g  o u t  all  o f  
t h e  w o u n d e d  a s  t h e y  made t h e  l o n g ,  
c o l d ,  t r e a c h e r o u s  t r e k  b a c k  to S e d a n ,  
F r a n c e .  F o r  t h e s e  he r io ic  a c t i o n s  t h e  
107th E v a c u a t i o n  Hosp i ta l  was  a w a r d e d  
t h e  P r e s i d e n t i a l  C i t a t i o n .

T h i s  h i s t o r i c a l  p l a q u e  will b e  on e x h i b i t  in 
t h e  l o b b y  o f  t h e  F t .  G e o r g e  G. Meade 
Museum u n t i l  t h e  B a t t le  o f  t h e  B u l g e  Gal ­
l e r y  is c o m p le te d  w h e r e  i t  will t h e n  b e  on 
p e r m a n e n t  d i s p l a y .

T h e  e v e n i n g  c o n c l u d e d  with a s t i r r i n g  c o n ­
c e r t  b y  t h e  F i r s t  U . S .  Army B a n d  u n d e r  
t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of  CWO E d w a r d  A. G r e e n e .

Some 65 v e t e r a n s  a t t e n d e d  t h e  F i r s t  A n n u a l  
Open  M ee t in g  of  t h e  B a t t l e  of  t h e  B u lg e  
H is to r i c a l  F o u n d a t i o n  he ld  in t h e  F t .  Meade 
Mus eum.  T h e  m e e t i n g  was  c h a i r e d  b y  t h e  
P r e s i d e n t ,  D o r o t h y  D a v i s ,  R . N ,  57th  Field 
H o sp i ta l

A f t e r  o p e n i n g  c e r e m o n i e s ,  C ly d e  D. B o d e n ,  
557lh AAA B n ,  84th I n f .  Div.  a n d  f o u n d e r  
of t h e  V e t e r a n s  of t h e  B a t t l e  of  t h e  B u l g e  
s e v e n  y e a r s  a g o ,  s p o k e  of  t h e  m any  a c c o m ­
p l i s h m e n t s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  a c h i e v e d  b y  t h i s  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  in t h a t  s h o r t  t ime .  VBOB now 
h a s  an  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m e m b e r s h i p  of  6 ,0 0 0 ;  
h a s  d e d i c a t e d  a t r e e  a n d  a m o n u m e n t  in A r ­
l i n g t o n  N a t i o n a l  C e m e t e r y ;  v i s i t e d  t h e  b a t ­
t l e f i e l d s  in Belg ium a n d  L u x e m b o u r g ;  
c h a r t e r e d  s i x  c h a p t e r s ;  p u b l i s h e s  a n e w s ­
l e t t e r  -  THE BULGE BU G LE; c o n v e n e s  G e n ­
e r a l  M e m b e r s h i p  M ee t in g s  a n d  p r o v i d e s  s u p ­
p o r t  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  t h e  B a t t l e  of  
t h e  B u l g e  G a l l e r y .  C ly d e  c o n c l u d e d  h is  
p r e s e n t a t i o n  wi th  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  " T h e  Gal­
l e r y  will s e r v e  a s  a l e g a c y  to  memora l ize  
a n d  h o n o r  t h o s e  who s e r v e d  in t h i s  g r e a t  
b a t t l e . "

S a n d i e  F a u r i o l ,  C a m p a ig n  M a n a g e r ,  g a v e  p 
r e p o r t  on t h e  p r o g r e s s  of  t h e  F u n d  R a i s ­
i n g  e f f o r t s .  Many c o n t a c t s  h a v e  b e e n  d e ­
v e l o p e d  a n d  o v e r  $70 ,000 h a s  b e e n  c o n t r i ­
b u t e d  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  14 m o n t h s .  S h e  c o n ­
c l u d e d  "Now t h a t  we h a v e  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  
too ls  -  s k e t c h e s  of  t h e  e x t e r i o r  a n d  i n ­
t e r i o r  o f  t h e  mu seu m g a l l e r y ,  D a v e  P e r -  
g r i n ' s  v i d e o ,  f a c t  s h e e t  a n d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
A d v i s o r y  C ou nc i l  l i s t ,  we c a n  b e g i n  
m pp t i no r  w i t h  o o r n o r a t i o n s  fnn n d a t i o n s  .
■ ■ ■ ' ' ' ' '■ “ ■ ■ O  I '  ------- '

a n d  s p e c i a l  i n d i v i d u a l s  f o r  ma jor  g i f t s .

H a r r y  Wi lb ur ,  D&P E x h i b i t  D es ign  f i rm ,  
d i s c u s s e d  a t  l e n g t h  a most  a t t r a c t i v e  s k e t c h  
of  a c o n c e p t  e x h i b i t  d e s i g n  f o r  t h e  G a l l e r y .

A q u e s t i o n - a n d - a n s w e r  p e r i o d  was h e l d .  
A f t e r  t h e  co f f ee  b r e a k ,  Dave  P e r g r i n ,
29Ist  E n g i n e e r  C om ba t  B a t t a l i o n ,  p r e s e n t e d  
a most  i m p r e s s i v e  a n d  newly  co m ple te d  
v i d e o  t a p e  "291st E n g i n e e r s  in t h e  A r d e n ­
n e s . "  Dave  h a s  g r a c i o u s l y  g i v e n  p e r m is s io n  
f o r  t h i s  t a p e  to  be  u s e d  in f u n d - r a i s i n g  
e f f o r t s  f o r  t h e  G a l l e r y .

T h e  v e t e r a n s  a n d  g u e s t s  g a t h e r e d  a t  1100 
h o u r s  on D e c e m b e r  16th a t  t h e  Tomb of  t h e  
Unknown S o l d i e r ,  A r l i n g t o n  Nat iona l  Ceme­
t e r y ,  to w i t n e s s  t h e  c h a n g i n g  of t h e  g u a r d  
a n d  t h e  i m p r e s s i v e  s p e c ia l  c e r e m o n i e s  p e r ­
fo rm e d  b y  t h e  T h i r d  I n f a n t r y  (Old G u a r d )  
t r o o p s .  With t h e  Colo rs  w a v i n g  in t h e  
b r e e z e ,  t h e  U . S .  Army B and  p l a y i n g  a n d  
t h e  p r e c i s i o n  m a r c h i n g  of  t h e  t r o o p s ,  t h i s  
is  t r u l y  an u n f o r g e t t a b l e  e x p e r i e n c e .

Col.  E u g e n e  D r o u i l l a r d ,  R e t .  (Vice P r e s i ­
d e n t  f o r  Mil i ta ry A ff a i r s  a n d  G e o r g e  C h e k -  
a n .  P r e s i d e n t ,  V e t e r a n s  of  t h e  B a t t l e  of 
t h e  B u l g e ,  p la ced  a w r e a t h  a t  t h e  Tomb of  
t h e  U n k n o w n  S o ld ie r .  A f t e r  t h e  c o n c l u s ­
ion of  t h i s  c e r e m o n y ,  t h e  g r o u p  moved  to 
VBOB's  p l a q u e / m o n u m e n t  n e a r  t h e  a m p h i ­
t h e a t e r  f o r  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ’s r e m e m b r a n c e  
e v e n t s ;  G e o r g e  C h e k a n  p r e s i d e d .  William 
G re e n v i l l e  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  s p e a k e r ,  L tGen 
H a r r y  W.O.  K i n n a r d .  Gen .  K i n n a r d  g a v e  
a s h o r t  i n s p i r i n g  a d d r e s s ,  p a y i n g  ho ma ge  
to t h e  many who h a d  g i v e n  t h e i r  l i v e s  in 
t h i s  b a t t l e .  A w r e a t h  was  p l aced  a t  t h e  
VBOB mo nu m ent  b y  Mr.  G r e e n v i l l e ,  86th 
Ch em .  M r t r .  Bn a n d  J o h n  T u s k a n ,  3d 
Armd Div ,  36th A i r .  E l t u r i n o  Lo iacono,
10th Armd Div ,  p la c e d  f l o w e r s  a t  t h e  m o n u ­
ment  in t h e  name of  t h e  10th D iv i s ion .

T a p s  was p l a y e d  b y  t h e  U . S .  Army B and  
B u g l e r .  I t  was  an  emot iona l  moment  f o r  
all  p r e s e n t .

VBOB Life Member Gets 
Presidential Appointment
Malcolm Wilkey was appointed by President George 

Bush to serve as Co-Chairman on The President's Ethics 
Committee

During the Battle of The Bulge he served with the 8th 
Corp Headquarters. Good Luck, Malcolm.
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C hief of S ta ff F irs t A rm y H d q trs  
F t. M ead e , MD 

His E xce llen cy  H e rm an  D ehenn ln  
A m b a ssa d o r from  B elg ium  

R oland  Gaul 
P re s . Diel<irch H isto rica l S o c ie ty  
(L u x em b o u rg )

His E xce llen cy  M ay nard  W . G litm an 
U .S . A m b a s s a d o r  to  B elg ium  

A n d re  H u b ert 
V ice P re s . C en tre  d e  R e c h e rc h e  
e t d 'ln fo rm a tio n  s u r  la B ata ille  d e s  
A rd e n n e s  (B elg ium )

Lt. G en. H arry  W , 0 . K innard*
1 0 1 s t  A irborn e  

C am ille P. K ohn 
P re s . C e rc le  d 'E tu d e s  s u r  la B ata ille d e s  
A rd e n n e s  (L u x em b o u rg )

T h e  H o n o rab le  R o b ert H. M ichel*
M inority  L ead e r 
U .S  H o u se  of R e p re s e n ta tiv e s  

M ^ . G en. G eo rg e  S . P a tto n , A U S (R et) 
S o n  of G e n e ra l P a tto n  

His E xce llen cy  A n d re  Ph ilip pe 
A m b a s s a d o r  from  L u x em b o u rg  

T h e  H o n o rab le  W illiam  D onald S c h a e fe r  
G o verno r of M ary land  

G eorg e  C. S c o tt 
A ctor 

J o e  T h e ism a n  
S p o r t s c a s te r /  R e s ta u ra n te u r  

T h e  H o n o rab le  S tro m  T h u rm o n d *
M em b er U .S . S e n a te  

T h e  H o n o rab le  C h a lm ers  P. W ylie*
M em b er U .S . H o u se  of R e p re s e n ta tiv e s

•S e rv e d  in th e  B attle  of th e  B ulge

M E MO R A N D U M

December 30, 1988 

TO: International Advisory Council Members

FROM: Dorothy S. Davis, R.N,, President /SU>r-U^ }■ 

SUBJECT: 1988 Campaign Summary

Happy holidays 1

Our fund raising campaign is less than a year old, but we 
are well on our way to raising the $1.5 million needed to 
establish the Battle of the Bulge Gallery. Below is a brief 
summary of our 1988 accomplishments.

* Our so lic ita tion  to Veterans of the Battle of the Bulge 
members brought in more than $40,000 in contributions; many 
of them were for $500, adding the donor's name (or that of a 
loved one) to our Founder's 500 plaque.

* We recruited a prestigious group of individuals to 
serve on our International Advisory Council. The l i s t  is 
enclosed; the names will be added to our revised letterhead 
soon. Many thanks to each one of you for supporting our 
museum effo rt  in th is  way.

* Total 1988 g if ts  to the Foundation were $70,000.

* Our Summer and Fall mailings of a specially designed 
brochure to 19 unit associations for th e ir  annual meetings 
resulted in contributions and increased v is ib i l i ty  about our 
project.

* We met with a number of special people who pledged help 
in various ways during our September t r ip  to Belgium and 
Luxembourg.

* The cover story a r t ic le  about the Battle of the Bulge, 
featuring VBOB members Chuck Sweltzer, Eugene Drouillard, 
Elturlno Lolacono, Robert Phill ips , Clyde Boden (and me) that 
appeared in the December, 1988 issue of Soldiers will be 
helpful in our fund raising effo r ts .

* We have asked for a major contribution from the 
Disabled American Veterans; our request for support is 
pending.

BATTLE OF THE BULGE The g re a te s t  ba ttle  ever fought by the U S Army
Decem t>er 16, 1944 - J an u a ry  25. 1945 •  Belgium an d  Luxembourg (Omfi m P*p S)



* More than 100 ve t e r ans ,  spouses and o the r  gues t s  j o ined  our  
d i s t i n g u i s h e d  gues t s  a t  t he  head t a b l e —His Excel l ency Herman Dehennin and 
Hrs.  Dehennin (Belgium),  His Excel l ency Andre Ph i l i ppe  (Luxembourg),  BGen. 
David A l len ,  LtGen. Harry W.O. Kinnard,  Colonel Anthony Ho l t ry ,  Hrs.  George 
Chekan, Hrs.  David Al len ,  Hrs.  Harry Kinnard and George Chekan--a t  t he  gala  
d inne r  commemorating t he  44th annive r s a ry  of  t he  B a t t l e  of  t he  Bulge a t  F t .  
Meade on December 14,

* The Founde r ' s  500 fund plaque,  cont a in ing  t he  names of  114 donors ,  was 
unve i l ed  by Robert  Hagel , Char les  HacDonald, Ruth Puryear ,  R.N. ,  and Sal 
S ca rp e l l o  a t  t he  December 14 d inner .

* Another  h i g h l i g h t  of  t he  evening was a te l egram of  good wishes f o r  the 
museum p r o j e c t  r e ce ived  by In t e rn a t i o n a l  Advisory Council  member George C. 
S c o t t .

* The Founda t i on ' s  f i r s t  annual meet ing was held on December 15 a t  the 
Fo r t  Meade museum. Harry Wilbur unve i l ed  a b e a u t i f u l l y  r endered sket ch  of  an 
e x h i b i t  des ign  fo r  the  B a t t l e  of  the Bulge Ga l l e ry  t h a t  can be used fo r  fund 
r a i s i n g  purposes .

* We formed a Development (fund r a i s i n g )  Committee c o n s i s t i n g  of  Dave 
P e r g r in  (C ha i r ) ,  B i l l  Tayman and Bob P h i l l i p s  in ad d i t i o n  t o  Sandie Fau rio l  
and mysel f .

December 16. 1989 i s  t he  45th ann ive r s a ry  of  t he  B a t t l e  of  t he  Buloe.
We expec t  t o  make s i g n i f i c a n t  p rog re s s  dur ing t he  coming yea r ,  and look 
forward t o  coun ti ng  on your con t i nu ing  suppor t  and i n t e r e s t  in our  B a t t l e  of 
t h e  Bulge museum p r o j e c t .

Best  wishes  f o r  a happy, hea l t h y  and prosperous  New Year t o  you and
you r s .

16, DEC 1988, ARLINGTON, VA
The Veterans of the Battle of the Bulge (VBOB)partidpated in an 

A rm y H o n o r W reath  C erem ony  a t the  T om b of T he U n know n  
Soldier at Arlington National Cemetery.

This ceremony commemorated the 44th Anniversary of this 
historic battle and paid tribute to all personnel who fought so 
gallantly during the bitterly-cold Ardennes campaign.

Our group, with representatives from 14 states, then moved to our 
own Battle of The Bulge Memorial monument (pictured here).

Another wreath ceremony and memorial service was conducted 
at this location for all our departed comrades. This was the 3rd 
Anniversary at our own VBOB Memorial.

Pictured here (1 to r) Lt. Gen. Harry W. O. Kinnard (Ret) who was 
on the staff of Brig. Gen. Me Auliffe at Bastogne, George Chekan, 
National President, VBOB, and Col. Eugene Drouillard (Ret) VP for 
Military Affairs.

<

For it’s Tonnmy this, an’ Tommy that, an’
‘Chuck ‘im out, the brute!’

But It’s ‘Savior of ‘is country’ when the quns beain to shoot.

Rudyard Kipling 1865-1936 English Writer, Poet



BATTLE OF THE BULGE GALLERY

F O U N D E D  B Y

BATTLE OF THE BULGE HISTORICAL FOUNDATION 

ARTIFACT INFORMATION REQUEST

W r i t e  u s  a b o u t  a n y  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u l g e  a r t i f a c t s , d o c u m e n t s .
OR M E M O R A B I L I A  T H A T  Y O U  H A V E " - S U C H  A S  U N I F O R M S .  W E A P O N S .  
E Q U I P M E N T ,  D O C U M E N T S .  P E R S O N A L  E F F E C T S .  G E R M A N  I T E M S .
P H O T O S .  E T C . .  D e s c r i b e  w h e n , w h e r e  a n d  h o w  t h e y  w e r e  
A C Q U I R E D .

W e r e  t h e s e  i t e m s  a c q u i r e d  o r  u s e d  d u r i n g  t h e  B u l g e ?
Ye s _______  No

O r  d u r i n g  o t h e r  ETO C a m p a i g n s ?  Y e s No

W o u l d  y o u  b e  w i l l i n g  t o  d o n a t e  t h e s e  m a t e r i a l s  t o  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  
B u l g e  G a l l e r y ?  Y e s _______  No_______
I f  Y E S :  W h e n  r e q u e s t e d  b y  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u l g e  H i s t o r i c a l  

F o u n d a t i o n _ ______
0 R - - I N  T H E  f u t u r e  A S  D E T E R M I N E D  B Y  Y O U

P l e a s e  b e  a d v i s e d  t h a t ,  o n c e  d o n a t e d ,  t h e  a r t i c l e s  b e c o n e  t h e  
P R O P E R T Y  O F  T H E  U.S. A r M Y .

NAME T E L . #

ADDRESS.  

CI TY

IT SERVED WITH DURING THE BULGE

STATE ZI P CODE

DESCRI PTI ON OF ARTICLES ( I NCLUDE PHOTOS OR XEROX COPI ES IF P OS S I B L E )

P l e a s e — d o  n o t  s e n d  m a t e r i a l s  u n t i l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e q u e s t e d  b y  t h e
B A T T L E  O F  T H E  B U L G E  H I S T O R I C A L  F O U N D A T I O N .
R e t u r n  f o r m  t o ; B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u l g e  H i s t o r i c a l  F o u n d a t i o n

P . O .  Box 2516. K e n s i n g t o n .  HD 20895-0818 11/7/88



Members Speak Out The C asu a lty

V i n c e n t  M e i n h a r t ,  61st Ch em ica l  C o m p a n y  which  
r e c e i v e d  t h e  P r e s i d e n t i a l  Uni t  C i ta t io n  f o r  t h e  
B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u l g e ,  s e n t  in t h i s  p i c t u r e  of  t h e  
V i c t o r y  C lu b  which  t h e y  h a d  s h a v e d  o n t o  t h e i r  
h e a d s  n e a r  S t e .  M e r e - E g l i s e ,  F r a n c e .  At t h e  
t ime of  " t h e  b u l g e "  t h e y  w e r e  s e r v i c i n g  t h e  12th 
C o r p s .  Vince  is t h e  l e t t e r  " I . " _____________
K i n g s l e y  R o b e r t s .  J r . .  417th I n f .  R e g t ,  7fith Div.  would 
l i ke  to  h e a r  f rom o t h e r  " R u d n i k i ' s  R a n g e r s "  who a r e  s t i l l  
a r o u n d .  Write  K i n g s l e y  a t  5775 E a s t  B u t l e r  Ave ,
F r e s n o ,  CA 93727.
R o b e r t  H. F r a n k e ,  S v c .  B t r y ,  776th  FA B n ,  was  am on g 
t h o s e  w ho  t o u r e d  t h e  A r d e n n e s  in S e p t e m b e r .  He f o u n d  
t h a t  20% o f  t h e  male p a r t i c i p a n t s  w e r e  fel low m e m b e r s  of  
A S T P  ( A r m y  S p e c i a l iz e d  T r a i n i n g  P r o g r a m ) .  With few 
e x c e p t i o n s ,  A S T P ' e r s  a r e  t h e  y o u n g e s t  m e m b e r s  of  
V B O B .  A r e c e n t l y  p u b l i s h e d  b o o k ,  " S c h o l a r s  in F o x ­
h o l e s , "  b y  Louis  E. K e e f e r  who a l s o  made  t h e  A r d e n n e s  
t o u r  in S e p t e m b e r ,  i s  a v a i l a b l e .  Bob a s k s  o t h e r  
A S T P ' e r s  to c o n t a c t  him a t  R t . 1, Box 81, W in te rv i l l e ,
NC 2859U.

About Old Age...
"Whoever said these so called ‘Golden Years' were great should be made a f ir s t  
scou t in enem y territory" — an excerpt from Sroufe's letter to the Bulge 
Historical Foundation.

William W. Sroufe 
Hamilton, Ohio 

(9th Inf. Div.)

H a r o l d  J .  S i e m s e n ,  144th S ig .  Co,  4 th  AD, s e r v e d  a s  a 
r a d i o  o p e r a t o r  ( T h i r d  US A r m y ) ,  i s  r e t i r e d  with  a few 
h e a d  o f  b e e f  c a t t l e .  O n e  o f  H a r o l d ' s  f o u r  s o n s ,  a t  wor k  
a t  F t .  M ead e ,  i s  a G e rm a n  l a n g u a g e  i n t e r p r e t e r ,  a n d  
b r o u g h t  VBOB to  H a r o l d ' s  a t t e n t i o n .

From  a la n d  f a r  aw ay  
W here battles have raged  

H e comes back home 
Once i j/ ij/rin - hu t p,OW« • W ^  . . .  — -  ^

J u s t  a boy w hen  he left 
S till  innocen t w ith  yo u th  

In  twelve long m on ths  
F ound  th a t sha ttered  by tru th .

R ea lity  so g r im  
A n d  h ard  to u n d ers ta n d  

H e looked f o r  answ ers  
H ut no one offered a ha n d .

A n  outcast in  a society  
U T ie r e  the p a in  never ends  
H e w ent back to h is la n d  
Back to his on ly  fr ie n d s .

H e w onders a t n igh t 
W ith  fe e lin g  so sad  

H e is here f o r  h is country  
W hy shou ld  th a t be so bad?

H e th in ks  o f  the people 
T h a t w ill  never be here 
A n d  laughs lo h im se lf

I I  ______ _ I , _______/■______1 n e y  w i n  iicuei n .iivw  .

A fr a id  to go  home 
A fr a id  to stay  

H e j u s t  d o esn ’t kn o w  
B u t i t ’s decided one day.

The rockets are heavy 
B u t he doesn ’t care anym ore  

T h ro u g h  tired  a n d  n u m b  senses 
H e stares a t the door.

H e ’s gone in  a f la s h  
A th u n d er a n d  rvat 
To a p lace o f  peace 

W here he w ill h u r t no more.

W ri t ten  b y  D e n n i s  LeMier,  
s on  of  VBOB Life Member  
C a r l  F .  LeMier ,  S r . ,  82d 
A b n .  Div ,  G l i de r  I n f ,
Co.  B.

DID YOU KNOW ...
There are nearly 28 million veterans living 

today? These veterans, their dependents and survi­
vors of deceased veterans make up nearly one- 
third of the nation's population.

On any given day there are approximately 60,000 
veterans hospitalized in the Veterans Administra- 
tion^s 172 nxedical csr.tsrs nation wid'?. nien 
and women served in World War 1, World War II, 
the Korean War and the war in Vietnam.



P a sto r ’s C orner
War and Remembrance. . .

Reprinted from
TODAY'S PARISH N ew sletter, 
Decem ber, 1988

by Monsignor O’Donnell
This past September I made -a 10-day 

pilgrimage back to Belgium and Luxem­
bourg to revisit the scenes for the last Ger­
man offensive of World War II. Popularly 
known as the Battle of the Bulge, it was 
Hitler’s last great desperate grasp at seiz­
ing victory from the jaws of defeat. There 
were about 140 of us on the journey 
representing many of the units that fought 
in the battle. As is often the case in such 
pilgrimages, it was a time of reflection and 
reevaluation.

One cannot help but wonder about the 
attraction to return to the battlefields of 
years gone by. Yet it was a fascinating 
experience. For many of us it was the 
opportunity to grasp the “ big picture” for 
the first time— to realize the magnitude 
of the battle and yet view it on a personal 
basis.

The battle itself lasted from December 
16, 1944 until late in January 1945. 
Approximately 600,000 Americans were 
involved in the fighting. Of that number
81,000 were casualties, over 15,000 were 
taken prisoners and 19,000 were killed. 
The Germans had at least 100,000 casual­
ties. Two American regiments were forced 
to surrender almost in their entirety. It was 
a bleak experience for those involved and a 
depressing Christmas holiday for those at 
home.

The tide turned and victory was ours. 
Heroes emerged. General McAuliffe’s re­
sponse to a German demand that he sur­
render his force at Bastogne was, “ Nuts.” 
The 4th Armored Division’s dash into 
Bastogne to break the siege caught the 
headlines. General Patton’s bombastic 
proclamations of sure victory stirred the 
imagination. These leaders and many oth­

ers were the architects of victory. But it 
was average G.I.s fighting on the ground 
under deplorable conditions who won the 
battles. This is what we learned forty years 
afterward.

As we toured the battle sites, and there 
were many, we began to appreciate that 
the attack was doomed to failure almost as 
soon as it began. This was due to the tenac­
ity and ingenuity of thousands of young 
Americans operating oftentimes in small 
groups who kept delaying the German 
master<plan by blowing up bridges in their 
face, holding key points when they should 
have been overwhelmed, and demonstra­
ting their ability to think and act on their 
own. Even the two unfortunate regiments 
who were cut off and forced to surrender 
managed to hold out long enough to upset 
the Germans’ timetable to a substantial

It was the opportunity to 
grasp the “big picture”
degree. Nothing w ill bring back the 
thousands of young men who sacrificed 
their lives and the many others who were 
severely and permanently wounded. But it 
had to be done and they did it. Not every 
American was a hero or even measured up 
to the demands made upon him. Fortunate­
ly, most did, and there were more than 
enough to make the difference.

The Ardennes section of Belgium where 
most of the fighting took place 40 years 
ago still maintains the dark and melancho­
ly atmosphere with which we are familiar. 
It is also a warm and beautiful area. The 
simple farms and small towns have in 
many cases beconr)e weekend and summer 
homes for the affluent city dwellers of 
Belgium. Many of the landmarks are no 
longer there, but the events of the battle are 
etched in the memory of the local resi­
dents. Above all the naturally warm and 
generous spirit of the people expresses 
their friendship and appreciation for the 
sacrifice made by many young Americans 
in defense of their freedom. Their love and 
affection for the United States is most 
refreshing.

Was the pilgrimage worth it? You bet. It 
is good to recall again those special quali­
ties that represent the American spirit. 
That we, indeed, have the strength, cour­
age and resourcefulness to meet the chall­
enges that beset us as a nation.

Monsignor William O’Donnell

M onsignor ...
We thank you again for all the 

religious services you have pro­
vided during VBOB's battlefield 
tour of the Ardenness last Septen\- 
ber. I will always remember the 
Mass at Liege, Belgium as one of the 
most unique I have ever attended
—  of all places, in a closed drinking 
establishment.

Also, how can I forget your amia­
ble 81 year altar "boy" and some­
times lector, Ed Cogan. Spencer 
Tracy could not have done better 
Eddie.

George Chekan 
Past President, VBOB

CHAPTER PRESIDENTS

WISCONSIN CHAPTER 
Wes Cooper 
115 S. 7th Ave.
Wausau, WI 54401 
(715) 845-1744
CENTRAL NEW YORK CHAPTER 
Bill Mitchell 
506 Park St .  #3 
Syra cuse ,  NY 13202-1525 
(315) 428-8950
MARYLAND-DC CHAPTER 
Clarence Lyall 
P .O.  Box 64 
St .  Inigoes,  MD 20684 
(301) 872-5908
DELAWARE VALLEY CHAPTER 
Stanley Wojtusik 
9639 Wissinomlng St.  
Philadelphia,  PA I91I4 
(215) 637-4191
FRESNO CHAPTER 
K e n n e t h  Hohmann  
41II N. Sherman St.
Fresno ,  CA 93726 
(209) 227-5232
NORTHWEST CHAPTER 
Casimer Pomianek 
6232 53rd Ave.
Seat t le ,  WA 98115 
(523) 203-0055
SOUTH CAROLINA CHAPTER 
Bruce Tate 
4646 Crysta l  Drive 
Columbia, SC 29206 
(803) 782-1030



Members Speak Out
R o b e r t  H.  F r a n k e ,  S v c .  B t r y ,  776th FA 
B n ,  was  a p a r t i c i p a n t  in V B O B ' s  r e t u r n  
t o u r  to  t h e  A r d e n n e s  las t  y e a r .  He fee l s  
t h a t  i t  was  on e  of  t h e  most  m e m o ra b le  e x ­
p e r i e n c e s  in h is  l i fe .  A h i g h l i g h t  o f  t h e  
t o u r  was  s e e i n g  e y e - t o - e y e  t h e  d e p t h  a n d  
s i n c e r i t y  of  a p p r e c i a t i o n  s h o w n  b y  t h e  Bel ­
g i a n s  a n d  L u x e m b o u r g e r s  f o r  t h e  s a c r i f i c e  
m ad e  b y  US f o r c e s  in t h e i r  b e h a l f .  R o b ­
e r t ' s  c h a u f f e u r  to B u l l i n g e n  a n d  Malmedy 
d u r i n g  t h e  t o u r  would  l ik e  to  h e a r  f rom 
a n y o n e  who was b i l l e t t e d  in t h e  c a s t l e  of 
L e x h y  n e a r  H o r i o n - H o z e m o n t  b e t w e e n  N ov­
e m b e r  1944 a n d  F e b r u a r y  1945. T h i s  lo ca ­
t ion  was a b o u t  miles w e s t  o f  L ie g e .  He 
c an  be  c o n t a c t e d  a t  R u e  R e s i s t a n c e  209, 
B4351, R e m i c o u r t ,  B e lg iu m ;  h i s  name is 
S t a n  C.  B e l l e n s .

A l b e r t  B e n ic k  w i s h e s  to  h e a r  f rom  men of 
Co.  B,  417th I n f .  Wri te him a t  726 R e y ­
n o l d s ,  M c K e e s p o r t ,  PA 15132.

How ard  K. T h o m s e n .  707th  T a n k  B n ,  Co.  
B ,  w r i t e s  of h a v i n g  r e t u r n e d  f rom h is  
u n i t ' s  r e u n i o n .  He t o u r e d  F t .  Knox w h e r e  
he  u n d e r w e n t  t r a i n i n g .  He f e e l s  l u c k y  to 
h a v e  g o t t e n  b a c k  t h r o u g h  t h e  ( Jerman 
l i n e s  a t  Wiltz.  N e x t  y e a r  h i s  u n i t  will p u r ­
c h a s e  a n d  d e d i c a t e  a memor ial  m o n u m e n t  a t  
F t .  Knox in m em ory  of  h i s  fa l len  c o m r a d e s .

R u s s e H  Maffei ,  537th  AAA,  90 I n f .  Div ,  
w r i t e s  to  s a y  he  h a s  j u s t  r e c o v e r e d  f rom 
a  s t r o k e .  Old b u d d i e s  a r e  a s k e d  to c o n ­
t a c t  R u s s  a t  6508 M a rs h a l l  Foch  S t . ,  New 
O r l e a n s ,  LA 70124.

R oy  R .  Lowe,  511th E n g r .  L t .  P o n t o n  Co,  
w o u n d e d  in 1945 iri n p r m a n y ,  h a s  b e e n  a 
m i l lw r ig h t  f o r  31 y e a r s .  He is  a  s t a u n c h  
s u p p o r t e r  of  E n g i n e e r  p o n t o n  c o m p a n i e s  
a n d  s a y s  " w h a t  a w o n d e r f u l  c o m p a n y  of  
men t h e y  w e r e . "

J o h n  H. O 'N ea l ,  Co.  1, 317th I n f ,  80th 
Div ,  s a y s  h e ' s  r e t i r e d  f rom t h e  Rai lw ay  
Mail S e r v i c e  a n d  i s  d o i n g  v o l u n t e e r  w o r k .  
He s a y s  he' l l  n e v e r  f o r g e t  t h e  "co ld  d a y s  
a n d  n i g h t s  of  1944-1945."

H a ro ld  W. R a e ,  Co.  G, 345th I n f ,  87th 
i n f .  Div ,  r e t u r n e d  home to  t h e  S a n t a  Fe 
R a i l r o a d  a n d ,  f o r  h e a l t h  p r o b l e m s ,  l ef t  
t h e r e  in 1976. He h a s  t r a v e l l e d  e x t e n s i v ­
e ly  while  w a t c h i n g  h is  o n l y  son  e m e r g e  
t h r o u g h  t h e  maze a n d  h a s  two lov e ly  
g r a n d - d a u g h t e r s ._____________________________ _

J o h n  W. Mc Goler ick ,  J r ,  80th I n f .  Div ,  Co.  
G,  w r i t e s  t h a t  h i s  u n i t  was on e  of  t h e  f i r s t  
u n i t s  to meet  t h e  Ge rm an  b r e a k t h r o u g h  in 
T h e  B u l g e .  He was  w o u n d e d  on 3/17/45 
j u s t  b e f o r e  c r o s s i n g  t h e  R h i n e  a n d  h is  u n i t  
e n d e d  u p  in A u s t r i a .

Thom as  R.  H e f f e r n a n ,  1st S q d ,  A Co,  1st 
P i t ,  137th I n f .  R e g t ,  35th  Div ,  s e r v e d  d u r ­
i n g  T h e  B u l g e  a n d  e n d e d  u p  with t h e  15th 
C o r p s .  HQ. He ' s  now in t h e  b a n k  & t r u s t  
b u s i n e s s  in M a t t i t u c k ,  NY.
Ra lp h  R .  B a l e s l r i e r i ,  58th  AFA B n ,  w i s h e s  
to h e a r  f rom a n y o n e  who took  b a s i c  t r a i n ­
i n g  in B t r y .  C,  592d FA Bn in A p r - J u n 4 3 .  
He a l s o  w i s h e s  to h e a r  f rom m e m b e r s  of 
B t r y  B,  590th  FA Bn g u n  s e c t i o n s  in J u l -  
A ug 1943 o r  a n y  o f f i c e r s ,  b o t h  u n i t s  of  
which  w e r e  p a r t  o f  t h e  106th I n f .  Div.

Alvin A. S a r e t s k e ,  9 th Field H o s p ,  w r i t e s  
t h a t  a h i gh  po in t  in h is  life t h e s e  p a s t  40 
y e a r s  was  a v i s i t  to t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  F e s t i ­
va l  o f  Y ou th  O r c h e s t r a s  in S t .  M au r i t z ,  
S w i t z e r l a n d ,  in 1970. He h o p e s  s o m e d a y  to 
v i s i t  H e n r i  C h a p e l l e  Am er ican  r ipmpfprv a n d  
t h e  g r a v e s  of  h i s  u n i t ' s  c a s u a l t i e s .  His 
" s e c r e t  d e s i r e "  is  to r e t u r n  to Omaha  Beach

V e r n i e  H o r a t h ,  482d AAA,  B t r y .  B,  w i s h e s  
to h e a r  f rom o t h e r  f o r m e r  u n i t  m e m b e r s .  
Write  him a t  707 S.  P e a r l  S t ,  Box 169, A t -  
l a n t a ,  IL 61723.________________________________

Fl oyd  A. S t e l l m a c h e r ,  S v c .  Co,  2d T a n k  
B n ,  9 th A rm d .  Div ,  w r i t e s  c o n c e r n i n g  a 
b a t t a l i o n  r e u n i o n  in D a y t o n ,  Ohio ,  in J u l y .  
He w i s h e s  to s e e  more of  h i s  u n i t  b u d d i e s .  
Write  to  him a t  1061 Metomen S t ,  R i p o n , WI .
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RETURN TO 
THE BATTLE 

OF THE 
BULGE

Sept. 7 - 17, 1989

An unofficial repeat 
of last year's 
official VBGB tour. 
Total cost: $1550.

Includes round-trip air fare New York-Luxembourg 
City, memorial ceremony at Bastogne, farewell ban­
quet with orchestra, and one day individual tours in 
private cars. Conducted personally by VBOB member 
Charles B. MacDonald, author of Company Commander 
and A Time for Trumpets. Limited to 2 buses and 90 
travellers.

For brochure, write:
Charles B. MacDonald 
5300 Columbia Pike 
Arlington, Va. 22204

or telephone:
(703) 578-4251

Rules Reviewed For 
Donating Artifacts to 
The Bulge Gallery
All systems are “GO" as the Battle of the Bulge Historical 

Fouridation continues to get closcr step-by-step to an 
acceptable design for the Battle of the Bulge Gallery, U.S. 
Army Museum, Fort George G. Meade, MD.

Many veterans have artifacts, memorabilia and docu­
ments or personal articles that could help tell the story of 
this great battle and should be ear-marked for future 
donation to the Battle of the Bulge Gallery.

In this issue of THE BULGE BUGLE (page 7) is a form 
entitled" Artifact Information Request which you may 
complete and mail to the Battle of the Bulge Historical 
Foundation, P.O. Box 2516, Kensington, MD 20895-0818

Examples of artifacts that could enhance the Gallery are 
items of uniforms and equipment that have some Bulge- 
related historical significance; weapons; documents to 
include letters, official papers, and unit histories; unit and 
action photographs containing, to the extent possible, names 
and other specifics; maps, stories and books about the Battle 
of the Bulge.

It must be emphasized that no materials should be sent 
to the Battle of the Bulge Historical Foundation or the Fort 
Meade Museum at this time.

There are several important poixUs. One is that the 
procedure for logging in items and documents is a lengthy 
a n d  Hme-consuming process — an item as small as a button 
must go through the same procedures as a machine gun. 
The other is that once the doruted material is accept^  it 
becomes the property of the U.S. Army and cannot be 
returned.

It is important that veterans store, in protective contain­
ers, the materials each would be willing to donate to the 
Gallery. At the proper time, a request will be made for 
certain items and postage-free containers will be provided.

The "Artifact Information Form" serves two purposes; (1) 
Provides a record of artifacts, uucuments and materials that 
each veteran would be willing to donate, and (2) Informs 
the Exhibit Design Firm of available materials that could be 
incorporated into the display design and greatly enhance
fK0 off^Hyop0CC of fKp

The Battle of the Bulge Gallery will be the only one of its 
kind in the United States and will be an eternal legacy 
which the Veterans of the Battle of the Bulge leave to future 
generations as a personal record of the greatest battle every 
fought by the U.S. Army,

This legacy will be as impressive as the living and 
honored veterans make it. Give this matter your serious 
consideration NOW and mail in the form at your earliest 
convenience ...and perhaps enclose a financial contribution 
along with the form...it would be greatly appreciated.

—  Clyde Boden 
Second Vice President 
Historical Foundation

A re Your D ues D U E?
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CRIBA
The following was conta ined in a speech 
made by Noel J .  Mormont in Mondorf  at  th e  
b a n q u e t  on th e  las t  n igh t  of VBOB's t o u r  
in Luxembourg  on 29 September 1988. Noel 
is a member of CRIBA, C en ter  of Resea rch  
and Information on the  Batt le of th e  A r d e n ­
nes ,  and  shows admira t ion,  r e s p e c t  and  
g r a t i tu d e  which the  people of Belgium and  
Luxembourg  have  for  the  v e t e r a n s  who 
fo ug h t  in th e  Bat tle  of th e  Bulge.
"CRIBA is a n on -p ro f i t  associat ion founde d  
e ight  y e a r s  ago by  a few Belgians who 
were i n t e r e s t e d  in the  Batt le of the  Bulge .  
The objec t ives  of the  CRIBA a re  p r a c t i ­
cally the  same as those  of the  VBOB: To 
p e r p e t u a t e  th e  memory,  to p r e s e r v e  h i s t o r ­
ical da t a  and  s i te s ,  to fo s te r  in t e rna t io na l  
peace ,  and  to promote the  f r ie n d s h ip  among 
the  s u r v i v o r s  of the  Batt le and  the  Belgian 
popula t ion .

"The  f i r s t  time you came o v e r ,  o u r  c o u n t r y  
was occupied by  uninv i ted  v i s i to r s .  They  
did not willingly a g r e e  to leave th e  place.  
You had to kick them back  to where  t h e y  
b e l o n g e d .

"It  was a su c c e ss  unt il  yo u r  ad v an ce  came 
to a s t a nds t i l l  because  of o v e r - e x t e n d e d  
communications l ines.  You had to se t t le  
on de fens i ve  pos i t ions.  T he n ,  on th e  most 
u n e xp ec t ed  p a r t  of the  f r o n t ,  at  th e  most 
u ne xpec te d  time of the  y e a r ,  with th e  most 
u ne xpec te d  mil i tary power ,  th e  enemy hit  
h a r d .  You took th e  blow. By y o u r  c o u r ­
ag e ,  g a l la n t ry  and  s tamina ,  you defea ted  
th e  evil p lans of Mr. Hit ler .
"And t h u s  you became o u r  l ib e r a to r s  for  
the  second time. Belgium stil l  remembers  
th a t  you put  an end to Nazism and  t h a t  we 
owe you ou r  f r e e d o n .

"Whenever a n y  of you told a Belgian '1 was 
here  d u r i n g  th e  b a t t l e , '  smiles,  s hake  
h a n d s ,  k i s s e s ,  t h a n k s ,  all th e  s ig n s  of 
f r i e n d s h ip  a ro se  sp on tan eo u s ly .  F o r t y -  
fou r  y e a r s  a f t e r  the  ba t t le ,  th i s  f r ie n d s h ip  
shows you t h a t  yo u r  f igh t  was r i g h t ;  it 
shows t h a t  those  who gave  t h e i r  l ives  r e ­
main f o r e v e r  with us in th e  h u g e  ceme­
te r ie s  of La Neuvil le,  Henr i -Chap el le  and  
Luxembo urg  and  have not g iven  th e i r  
most p r ec iou s  possession in va in .
"War is evi l ,  as  said a f r ie n d  of mine, b u t  
l e t ' s  t h a n k  The  Lord th a t  i t  gave  us  the  
occasion to f ind f r ie n d s h ip  in t h e  h e a r t s

of men."

Dee P a r i s ,  one of th e  f i r s t  members of the  
V e te r a n s  of th e  Batt le  of the  Bulge ,  p r o ­
v ided  th e  in formation  fo r  th i s  v e r y  f ine 
a r t ic l e .

Should  a ny  of o u r  members wish to contac t  
Noel J .  Mormont,  you may wr ite  him at  
Place S a i n t e - G e r t r u d e ,  18, B-4570,  Blegny ,  
Be lg ium .

Up Fron t with Willie & J o e
Oy BiH M auldin. WeprmteO m S ta 'S  and  S U 'pes C ou n e sv  o« Bii' Maoid»n

"Nonsense. S-2 reported that machine gun silenced hours ago. 
Stop Wiggling your fingers at me."

E D I T O R ' S  
Q  
U  
A  
R  
E

Effec t ive  1 May, VA 
will a dd  f o u r  va lor  
a w a r d s  and  th e
P u rp le  Hear t  to in sc r ip t i on  informa­
tion on f u t u r e  h e a d s t o n e s  and  m ark ­
e r s  a t  no c h a r g e .  T hese  a re  in a d ­
di tion to th e  i n s c r ip t i o n  "Medal of 
Honor" and  a facsimile of t h a t  medal.
The  addi t ion a l  a w a r d s  to be i n s c r i b -  
at  G ove rnme nt  e x p e n s e  a r e  t h e  Dis­
t i n g u i s h e d  Se rv ice  Medal, Navy 
C r o s s ,  Air Force  Cr os s  and  Si lver  
S t a r .  H eads t on es  a nd  g r a v e  m a r k e r s  a re  
p r o v id e d  b y  t h e  VA wi thout  c h a r g e  for  
g r a v e s i t e s  of  v e t e r a n s  i n t e r r e d  in a ny  p r i ­
v a t e ,  s t a t e  v e t e r a n s  o r  National  c em e te ry .

12



In September, 1988, a television crew from The 
Chesapeake Media Institute accompanied some 100 
VBOB members on a return tour of the Ardennes region 
of Luxembourg and Belgium. The tour was organized by 
Charles MacDonald, author of A Time For Trumpets 
who, along with VBOB president Bill Greenville, had 
been working with CMI on the creation of DECEMBER 
DAWN: A 90-minute PBS documentary on the Battle of 
the Bulge.

The production effort begun on this tour will 
culminate next summer with the national and inter­
national release of this very special television project. 
Unlike earlier film projects on the Battle of the Bulge, 
DECEMBER DAWN will tell this story from the per­
spective of those who lived it—  GIs, medics, field 
nurses, gun and tank crews— veterans like yourself re­
calling harrowing memories that you all share.

While filming on location with the VBOB 
members, we were inundated with requests to purchase 
copies of DECEMBER DAWN prior to its national 
release scheduled for September 1989. As we promised 
eveiyone, we have arranged a special pre-release offer to 
VBOB members and their families.

In honor of the 45th anniversary of The Battle of the 
Bulge, CMI is offering VBOB members and their fami­
lies, personal, pre-release copies of the program for 
$79.95. Veterans purchasing the program before May 1 st 
will have their names listed at the end of the documen­
tary in a special Honor Roll. They will also receive a Cer­
tificate of Recognition listing their name, rank and unit 
and announcing their inclusion in the Honor Roll. 
Family members can purchase copies in remembrance 
of their loved ones or as a gift. (If you pre-purchased 
DECEM BER DAW N prior to January 1, 1989, your 
name will also appear on the Honor Roll.)

Twenty percent of the purchase price will be donated 
back to the VBOB Foundation to go toward the con­
struction of the Batde of the Bulge Gallery at the U.S. 
Army Museum at Fort George G. Meade. CMI is also 
a non-profit organization, so all of your pre-release 
purchase of DECEMBER DAWN is tax-deductable. 
Please use this order form for purchasing your copies.

We wish to extend our thanks to all those VBOB 
members who assisted us with our initial filming in 
September. We shall not forget your stories, your 
patience and your hospitality.

December Dawn O rd er Form
Please reserve copy (copies) of the television documentary DECEMBER DAWN,

a Certificate of Recognition, and inclusion in the Veterans Honor Roll, at the pre-release price of $79.95 each 
plus $3.00 shipping charge.

NAME:_____________________________________________________________ __________ ________

ADDRESS:

(middle.) (last)

CITY: STATE: ZIP:

PHONE: TAPE FORMAT: VHS BETA

Please indicate the name, rank and unit of the VBOB member to be included in the Honor Roll: 

NAME:_____________________________________ RANK:_____________________ UNIT:_____

Your copy of DECEMBER DAWN will be shipped by September 1, 1989. Sorry, no C.O.D. Please make your 
check or money order payable to the Chesapeake Mexiia Tnstimte. P.O. Box 16286, Baltimore, MD 21210.
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V IS IT S  TO T H E  BU LG E
There  w i l l  be s e v e r a l  t o u r s  t o  t h e  B a t t l e  
o f  t h e  Bulge a r e a  i n  1989 s i n c e  t h i s  
w i l l  be t h e  4 5 th  a n n i v e r s a r y  of  t h e  s t a r t  
o f  t h a t  b a t t l e .  There  i s  t h e  p o s s i b i l ­
i t y  t h a t  o t h e r  t o u r s  t o  Europe w i l l  v i s i t  
t h e  Bulge a r e a .

In  a n t i c i p a t i o n  of  t h i s ,  t h e  VBOB execu­
t i v e  c o u n c i l  adopte d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p o l i ­
cy and p r o c e d u r e s  a t  i t s  mee t ing  on 19 
November 1988:

In  f u r t h e r a n c e  o f  i t s  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
p o l i c y ,  t h e  V e te r a n s  o f  t h e  B a t t l e  
o f  t h e  Bulge  (VBOB) en c o u ra g e s  t o u r s  
o f ,  and v i s i t s  t o  t h e  Bulge a r e a .  
VBOB w i l l  n o t  e n d o r s e  any t o u r  nor  
w i l l  i t  app rove  any t o u r  p u b l i c a ­
t i o n s  o r  announcements i n d i c a t i n g  
VBOB a p p r o v a l  o r  endorsement  nor  
w i l l  i t  p e r m i t  t h e  use  of  i t s  emblem 
( l o g o t y p e )  i n  th e  a d v e r t i s i n g ,  
announcements  o r  p romotion  of  t h e s e  
v i s i t s  u n l e s s  approved  i n  advance 
by VBOB.
B r i e f  n o t i c e s  about  t o u r s  may be 
p u b l i s h e d  i n  THE BULGE BUGLE p r o ­
v id ed  th e y  a r e  r e c e i v e d  b e f o r e  th e  
copy d e a d l i n e  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n  and 
p ro v id ed  t h e  n o t i c e s  in fo rm i n t e r e s t ­
ed r e a d e r s  how and where th ey  may 
o b t a i n  com ple te  i n f o r m a t i o n  needed 
t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  t o u r .  VBOB 
w i l l  have t h e  f i n a l  a u t h o r i t y  on 
t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  p u b l i s h .

T r a v e l  f i r m s  and i n d i v i d u a l s  who a r e  
c o n d u c t i n g  a v i s i t  t o  t h e  Bulge a r e a  
a r e  i n v i t e d  t o  s u b m i t ,  a s  soon a s  p o s s i b l e ,  
t h e  t o u r  d a t e s ,  t h e  a r e a  t o  be v i s i t e d ,  
any s p e c i a l  e v e n t s  and a c t i v i t i e s ,  th e  
c o s t s  and s u p p l e m e n t a l  c o s t s  and th e  
name, a d d r e s s  and t e l e p h o n e  number of  
t h e  p e r so n  o r  f i r m  who w i l l  f u r n i s h  com­
p l e t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  and r e g i s t r a t i o n  forms 
t o  t h o s e  who a r e  i n t e r e s t e d .  Send t h i s  
i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  Mr. Dee P a r i s  -  13110 
H o ld r id g e  Road, S i l v e r  S p r i n g ,  MD 20906.

Veterans 
Adm inistra tion

Widows of  v e t e r a n s  r a t e d  100% f o r  s e r v i c e -  
c o n n e c t e d  d i s a b i l i t i e s  who d ie  f rom o t h e r  
t h a n  s e r v i c e - c o n n e c t e d  c a u s e s ,  m ay ,  i f  in 
r e c e i p t  o f  c o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r  t e n  o r  more 
y e a r s  p r i o r  to d e a t h ,  a r e  e n t i t l e d  to r e c e i v e  
D i e  b e n e f i t s  r e g a r d l e s s  of  t h e  c a u s e  of 
d e a t h  p r o v i d e d  t h e y  w e r e  m a r r i e d  two o r  
more  y e a r s  o r  t h a t  a ch i ld  was b o r n  of  t h e  
m a r r i a g e .  .

------------- ■A-------------

F o r m e r  POW's no t  r a t e d  a s  s e r v i c e -  c o n n e c ­
t e d  d i s a b l e d  b y  VA a r e  e n t i t l e d  to VA h o s ­
p i ta l  a n d  n u r s i n g  home c a r e  w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  
to a b i l i t y  to  p a y .  T h e y  a r e  a l s o  e l i g ib le  
f o r  o u t p a t i e n t  c a r e  on a p r i o r i t y  b a s i s  s e c ­
o nd  o n ly  to  s e r v i c e - c o n n e c t e d  d i s a b l e d  v e t ­
e r a n s .  While r e c e i v i n g  t r e a t m e n t ,  t h e s e  
v e t e r a n s  a r e  e l ig i b le  f o r  n e e d e d  m edi c in e ,  
g l a s s e s ,  h e a r i n g  a i d s  a n d  p r o s t h e s e s .  If 
POW i n t e r n m e n t  l a s t e d  181 d a y s  o r  more ,  
n e e d e d  d e n t a l  c a r e  i s  a v a i l a b l e .

H E L P !
We are putting together four video tape programs 

which will tell the VBOB story using still pictures, maps, 
movies and or video tap>es. Two short tapes will be 
suitable for TV commercials. A 5 minute tape will give a 
short presentation to veterans groups and a 30 minute 
tape will provide a more d eta il^  story of the battle and 
VBOB.

What do you have that you can recommend for use in 
this project? Color is preferred but B/W  is acceptable.

Please write first. Describe the item and tell how it may 
'fit into' the story of the Battle of the Bulge or the story of 
VBOB

Many items are available in VBOB Headquarter files but 
yours may be unique and tell a part of the story we have 
failed to address.

This project is moving into high gear so research your 
memorabilia NOW. Each of us may have a building block 
that will make the project outstanding.

VBOB EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
MEETS MONTHLY

Much of the policy-making and decision making 
and other business of the Veterans of the Battle of the 
Bulge is accomplished between General Membership 
Meetings by the Executive Council at Fort Myer, VA on 
the third Saturday of each month. The council is 
composed of elected and appointed VBOB officials.

These m eetings are open to all VBOB members 
although only Council members make motions and 
vote. Those members living in the Washington, DC 
area and those visiting are encouraged to attend. 
Further information may be obtained by writing to the 
President, VBOB, P.O. Box 11129, Arlington, VA 22210 
or by telephoning 703-979-5270.

In addition to observing the business end of 
VBOB, these sessions afford a great opportunity for 
good fellow ship  and reminiscing.
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REUNIONS
290th Combat E n g i n e e r s , 6-8 Ju l  89, Hilton 
Hotel ,  Knoxvil le ,  TN. Contac t  Douglas D. 
P ic k e r in g ,  219 Lake S t ,  Greenvi l le ,  TN 
37743.
Tank D e s t r o y e r  A s s n , Fall of 1989, F t .
Knox,  KY. Contac t  th e  assoc ia t ion  a t  3050 
H a rc ro s s  R d ,  Redwood Ci ty ,  CA 94062.
86th Chem. Mortar  Bn.  A s s n , 26-30 Apr
89, C h a r le s t o n ,  SC.  Contac t  George  B e n ­
jamin, 130 N. Erv in  S t ,  Dar l in g to n ,  SC 
29532._________________________________________
29th Div (F lor ida  r e s i d e n t s ) , 27-28 Ja n  89, 
Holiday I n n ,  B r a d e n t o n ,  FL. Contact  
George 1. Smith,  2412 Griswold Ct ,  New 
Po r t  Richey ,  FL 34655.
168th E n g r .  Combat Bn.  Members i n t e r e s t ­
ed in a reuni on  in 1989 a r e  a sk ed  to c on ­
tac t  Alfred P. Pompeo at  18 Newton Rd,  
Medford,  MA 02155.__________________________
76th Inf .  Div.  weekend  of 9 /23 /8 9 ,  Williams­
b u r g ,  VA. Coniacx Alber t  Benik ,  726 
Reynolds  Ave,  McKeespor t ,  PA 15132.

A Co. 52d AIB Assn .  24-27 Apr  89, N ash ­
vil le,  TN. Contac t  Joe Ta tman,  Box 107, 
S u g a r  Grove ,  OH 43155._____________________
83d In f .  Div.  As sn .  (WWII), 17-19 Aug 89, 
Cinc inna t i ,  OH. Contac t  R o b e r t  Der ickson ,  
3749 S t a h l h e b e r  Rd,  Hamilton,  OH 45013.
B t r y  B. 777th AAA, 18-21 May 89, Holiday 
Inn West,  B r i d g e t o n ,  MO. Contac t  L a r r y  
Brierht,  9912 Mitchell Place.  S t .  Ann.  MO 
63074.__________________________________________

617th O rd .  Base  Armament  Maint.  B n , 4-7 
Tviay 89, Hilton in n  Gateway,  Kissimmee, FL. 
Contac t  John  G. Sweetman,  731 Green Ct ,  
Kissimmee, FL 32758.________________________
7th Armd.  Div.  Assn ,  43d A n n i v e r s a r y  R e ­
union ,  9 / 6 -9 /8 9 .  Contac t  Glenn R.  Fa ck le r  
23218 S p r i n g b r o o k  Dr ,  Fa rmington  Hills,
MI 48024._____________________________________

305th Combat E n g r ,  80th D iv , 4 /20-22/89 .  
S her a ton  West Por t  Inn ,  S t .  Louis,  MO 
63146. Contac t  P e t e r  Mayer,  4224 Valley 
c r e s t  Hills, S t .  Louis,  MO 63128. ( T h a n k s  
for  th i s  info,  COL Fecskovics  ( E d . )

644th TD B n , J u n e  1989, Las Vegas  NV. 
Contac t  F r a n k  Arieta,  114 W. Catawissa S t ,  
N e squ eho ni ng ,  PA 1824U.

The roar of the battle languished,
The hate from the guns was still,
While the moon rose up from a smoke cloud, 
And looked at the dead on the hill.

Pale was her face with anguish,
Wet were her eyes with tears,
As she gazed on the twisted corpses,
Cut off in their earliest years.

Some were bit by the bullet,
Some were kissed by the steel,
Some were crushed by the cannon.
But all were still, how still!

The smoke wreaths hung in the hollows. 
The blood stink rose in the air;
And the moon looked down in pity,
At the poor dead lying there.

Light of their childhood’s wonder.
Moon of their puppy love,
O cqI of th e ir  first am b itio n .
She watched them from above.

Yet not with regret she mourned them.,
Fair slain on the field of strife.
Fools only lament the hero,
Who gives for faith his life.

She sighed for the lives extinguished.
She wept for the loves that grieve.
But she glowed with pride on seeing 
T hat manhood stil! doth live

The moon sailed on contented.

THE MOON AND THE DEAD

A K r thf* r\f c l  o  i n

For she saw that manhood liveth.
And honor breathes again.

George Smith Patton, Jr ., 1945

The Fourth Armored D ivision  A ssociation  
is having its reunion on JULY 20,21,22 1989 
at Marriott Hotel in Stamford, C!T 06901 

If more information is needed please contact 
the Secretary - Treasurer, Samuel A. Schenker, Sr., 
1823 Shady Drive, Farrell, PA 16121

Did ya notice how people are changing?
They are so much younger than they used to be, when I was their 
age. On the other hand, people my own age are so much older 
than 1 am. J. ran across an old classmate the other day, and he had 
aged so badly he didn’t recognize me!!!

Bill Hemphill
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VETERANS
R E T R A C E  Y O U R  S T E P S .

THIS TIME LEAVE 
YOUR BOOTS AT HOME

RELIVE HISTORY AND 
"SEE IT AS IT WAS"

D ecem ber  1989 is t h e  tim e.  . . t h e  
U5th  A n n iv e r s a r y  of t h e  B a t t l e  of 
t h e  B u lg e  is t h e  o c c a s io n .  . . a n d  
you  will b e  t h e r e  - on  D ecem ber  
16th  -  to  c e l e b r a t e  w ith  t h e  B e lg ian  
a n d  L u x e m b o u rg  p eo p le  in p la c e s  
w h e r e  it  all h a p p e n e d .  . . in  t h e  
w in t r y  e n v i ro n m e n t  w hich  b r i n g s  
t h e  r e a l i ty  v i s ib ly  to  life .

Enjoy th e  same e x c i te m e n t  w hich  
v e t e r a n s  of 63 B u lg e  u n i t s  en jo y e d  
w hen  th e y  r e t u r n e d  in 1984. Follow 
th e  A r d e n n e s  ac t io n  from  Losheim 
Cap to  E l s e n b o rn  R id g e ,  M almedy, 
S t .  V i th ,  B a s to g n e ,  C le r v a u x  a n d  
d o z e n s  of o t h e r  v i l l a g e s .

Y o u r  " s p e c ia l  p la ce "  ca n  b e  
in c lu d e d .  . . a n d  a v a r i e t y  of 
a c t iv i t i e s  will m ake it  more 
m e an ing fu l  -  m ayora l r e c e p t io n s ,  
memorial s e r v i c e s ,  p lu s  social t im es  
w ith  CEB A, CRIBA a n d  o t h e r s  in 
th e  B u lg e  a r e a s .  N a r r a t i o n s  on t h e  
o v e ra l l  & u n i t  a c t io n s ,  p lu s  hum an  
i n t e r e s t  s t o r i e s ,  will a d d  to  a new 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of y o u r  own ro le  in 
t h e  B u lg e  a c t io n .

Y o u r  p h o n e  c a l l s  a r e  w elcome! F o r
more d e t a i l s  a n d  a sp e c ia l  b r o c h u r e ,  
call u s  t o l l - f r e e  a t  800- 523-7287 o r  
215- 964- 8010.

G a la x y  T o u r s  
P .  O . Box 234, W ayne ,  PA 19087 

C e le b r a t in g  o u r  30t h  y e a r  in 
V e t e r a n s  T o u r s !

BATTLEFIELD TOUR OF THE ARDENNES, SEPT. 1988. 
Mildred and Sam Silverman stand by the 10th Armored 
Monument in Berdorf, Luxembourg. Sam was wounded not 
far from where he is standing when his unit “C" Company, 
11th Battalion, 10th AD took part in taking the town during the 
Bulge. Sam is the official photographer of VBOB.

BATTLEFIELD TOUR OF THE ARDENNES, SEPT. 1988.
(1 to r) Sam Silverman, Bill Tayman, "Lucky"Loiancono, Andre 
Hubert of CIBA, VBOB Pres. George Chekan and Charles 
MacDonald. The toasting was rendered at hotel de Ville (City 
Hall) of Bastogne, Belgium.

RAY EVANS
VBOB Executive Council and the VBOB membership regret the 

passing of Life member Ray Evans Jr., Arlington, VA on Friday 20 
January 1989.

Ray Evans was bom 2 March 1921. He made the Normandy 
landing with the 20th Combat Engineer Battalion of the 20th 
Combat Regiment. He earned three Purple Hearts, in Normandy, 
the Hurtgen Forest and the Battle of the Bulge. Ray served as 
Virginia State Commander of the Disabled American Veterans and 
was active in the Military Order of the Purple Heart. He is survived 
by his wife, a son and a daughter.
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VBOB1988TOUR

A n u m b e r  of  t r a v e l l e r s  on T h e  '88 VBOB 
T o u r  r e n e w e d  a c q u a i n t a n c e s  wi th  Belg ia n  
a n d  L u x e m b o u r g  c iv i l i a n s  whom t h e y  ha d  
met d u r i n g  t h e  w a r ,  b u t  p e r h a p s  no m e e t ­
i n g  was more  p o i g n a n t  t h a n  t h a t  b e t w e e n  
R u t h  P u r y e a r ,  107th E v a c u a t i o n  H osp i t a l ,  
a n d  o n e  s h e  h a d  h e l p e d  c a r e  f o r  a s  a 7-  
y e a r - o l d  who was  s e v e r e l y  w o u n d e d  b y  a

i s s c .  T h e y  w e r e  r e u n i t e d  a t  a l u n c h e o n  
in  t h e  Hote l  Dah men  in A n d r e ' s  home town  
of  B u l l i n g e n ,  B e lg iu m .  S how n a b o v e  a r e  
Dick Keech  with c a m e r a ,  R u t h  P u r y e a r ,  
A n d r e  M e u r i s s e  a n d  S.  R .  Horman  who 
p r o v i d e d  t h i s  f o to .  ( In  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d  i s 
V B O B 's  P r e s i d e n t ,  Bill G r e e n v i l l e ) .

Small World For 
Friends of The Bulge

In 1986 when  Bob V a n H o u te n  was on t h e  
Bu lg e  F r a n c e  t o u r ,  he was  t a k e n  to  his  
Bu lg e  a r e a  b y  J a c q u e s  Ru mm ens .  J a c q u e s  
is an  a v id  r e s e a r c h e r  of t h e  b a t t l e  a n d  a 
me m be r  of  CRIBA in Belg ium.  He r e q u e s t ­
ed  of  Bob a co p y  of  t h e  4th I n f a n t r y  Div ­
is ion h i s t o r y .

Bob f in a l ly  o b t a i n e d  on e  a n d  a s k e d  Helen 
B e r r y ,  o u r  H i s t o r i a n ,  to d e l i v e r  i t  to J a c ­
q u e s  w h e n  s h e  v i s i t e d  Belgium in J u n e  
wi th  a g r o u p  f rom t h e  4th I n f .  D i v .

On J u n e  5, 1988, when  Helen a t t e n d e d  a 
wine  r e c e p t i o n  on Utah Beach h o n o r i n g  th e  
v i s i t i n g  v e t e r a n s  of  t h e  4 t h ,  s h e  s t a r t e d  
t a l k i n g  to two men f rom Belgium who w ere  
a t t e n d i n g  t h e  D -D ay  c e r e m o n i e s .  S h e  told 
them s h e  h a d  t h i s  book t h a t  s h e  was to 
d e l i v e r ,  b u t  kne w on ly  t h e  m an ' s  name a n d  
t h a t  he  l ived  n e a r  L ie ge .  Much to e v e r y ­
o n e ' s  s u r p r i s e  a n d  p l e a s u r e  of  t h e  
t h r i l l  o f  c o i n c i d e n c e ,  s h e  f o u n d  s h e  was 
s p e a k i n g  d i r e c t l y  to J a c q u e s  R u m m e n s .  So 
s h e  h a p p i l y  was  ab l e  to  com ple te  t h e  
d e l i v e r y .

J a c q u e s  h a s  a l so  r e q u e s t e d  a c o p y  of  t h e  
h i s t o r y  of  t h e  28th I n f .  Div.  f o r  h i s  col ­
le c t i o n .  A n y o n e  who can  he lp  him in t h i s ,  
p l e a s e  w r i t e  J a c q u e s  R u m m e n s ,  G a l g e s t r a a t  
113, B3300 T i e n e n ,  Belgium.

V ets’ B ennies
M O ST form er so ld ie rs  know  th ey  h av e  
v e te ra n s ' righ ts , but a  book le t p u b lish e d  
recen tly  by th e  V e te ra n s  A dm in istra tion  
n o te s  c learly  th a t fam ily m e m b e rs  a re  
a lso  en titled  to benefits . Federal Benefits 
for Veterans and Dependents o u tlin es  
tjenefits, including ed u ca tio n a l a s s is ta n c e  
a n d  VA h o m e  lo a n s  for s p o u s e s ,  w idow s 
a n d  w idow ers of v e te ra n s  w h o se  d e a th  o r 
disab ility  is s e rv ic e -c o n n e c te d . E d u c a ­
tional b en e fits  a re  a lso  o ffe red  to  th e  
s p o u s e  an d  ch ild ren  of a  PO W  or a  
so ld ie r listed  a s  m iss in g  in ac tion .

For a  co p y  of th e  book le t, s e n d  
$ 2 .2 5  to  th e  C o n su m e r  In fo rm ation  
C en te r, D ept. 118T, P ueb lo , Colo. 61009 . 
Every o rd er in c lu d es  a  free  co p y  of th e  
re n te '’'s  niiartprly CnnKnmer Infor­
mation Catalog. — Consumer Information 
Center

f
INTERNATIONAL FRIENDSHIP. Andre Hubert, President of CRIBA 
(Belgium). Tilly Kinunes, Secretary of CIBA (Luxembourg), William 
Greenville, Vb6 b President take time out to enjoy international camaraderie 
during the Sept., 1988 VBOB Tour.
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VBOB 
ORDER BLANK

CUSTOMER NO: 
GROUP A NO; ■

RECORD NO; 
'group B NO;

DATE RECEIVED; 
"group C NO;

(Above fo r  o f f i c e  u se  o n ly )

P l e a s e  s h ip  th e  f o l l o w i n g  i te m s  t o ;  
NAME;

( f i r s t ) ( l a s t )
ADDRESS;

(no) ( s t r e e t ) ( c i t y )  ( s t a t e )  ( z ip )

GROUP A ITEM
A 2 P la q u e  5"X 7"
A 3 P laque 5" Diam eter  
A 4 2 Pen VBOB Desk S e t

PRICE QUANTITY COST
* 1 8 .0 0  X

1 1 .0 0  X
2 1 .0 0  X

* P l e a s e  en g ra v e  B ra ss  P l a t e  (A2 P la q u e  o n ly )  w i th ;  
NAME;
UNIT; _______________________________________
UNIT:

GROUP B ITEM PRICE
B 1 P atch  2 3 /4"  Diam $ 2 .5 0 X
B lA P atch  (W /c lu tch ) 4 .0 0 X
B 2 P a tch  4 3 /4"  Diam 6 .0 0 X
B 2A P atch  (W /c lu tch ) 8 .0 0 X
C IS VBOB S i l v e r  B e l t  B uck le 1 2 .5 0 X
C 2G VBOB Gold B e l t  B u ck le 1 2 .5 0 X
D 1 D e ca l  4" Dia 3 /  1 . 0 0 X
D 2 Logo 4" Dia W in d sh ie ld  Logo .5 0 X
J 1 VBOB L apel P in  (W /c lu tch ) 7 .0 0 X
J 2 VBOB T ie  Tac (W /c. b a r S c h a in ) 7 .0 0 X
J 3 VBOB T ie  Bar 7 .0 0 X
J 5 VBOB M e d a l l io n  (W/Ribbon) 3 2 .0 0 X
J 9 L i f e  Mbr S t a r s ( M e d a l l i o n ) 2 / 1 . 0 0 X
N 2G VBOB B o la  T ie  (Gold) 1 2 .  50 X
N 2S VBOB B ola  T ie  ( S i l v e r ) 1 2 .5 0 X

QUANTITY COST

GROUP C (SPECIAL ORDER) ITEM PRICE QUANTITY
L 1 LIFE MEMBERSHIP CARD ( 4 9 - ) 1 5 0 .0 0  X
L 2 LIFE MBRSHIP CARD (5 0 -6 9 )  1 2 5 .0 0  X
L 3 LIFE MBRSHIP CARD (70+) 6 0 .0 0  X
V 2V V id eo  Cassette(VHP)(NOTE) 1 7 .5 0  X
Z 1 MARCH TO VICTORY(Sft C o v e r )1 0 .5 0  X
Z lA MARCH TO VICTORY(Hrd C o v e r ) 2 0 .5 0  x __________

POSTAGE & HANDLING

NOTE: Above p r i c e s  i n c l u d e  e n g r a v in g  TOTAL
p la q u e  A2. V id eo  i s  o f  1987 GMM a t  S y r a c u s e .
No P o s ta g e  & H and ling  on book o r d e r e d  s e p a r a t e l y .
I have e n c l o s e d  my ch eck /m on ey  o rd er  f o r $ _______  OR
P l e a s e  ch a rg e  my (V I S A ) (M a s te r C a r d ) .E x p ir a t io n  D a t e _

COST

2 . 0 0

A ccount No_ 

S ig n a tu r e

(Charge n o t  v a l i d  u n l e s s  s i g n e d ) ,
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VBOB MEMBERSHIP 
DISTRIBUTION

R e c o r d s  ind ica te  5,050 VBOB members re s i de  (some a re  decease d)  in the  U.S.  as of an 
u ns pe c i f ie d  d a t e .  Five th o u s a n d  t h i r t y - n i n e  a re  d i s t r i b u t e d  th ro u g h o u t  the  50 s t a t e s .  
We a r e  t r y i n g  to locate the  11 who a r e  r e s id in g  e l sewhere  in th e  s t a t e s .  Can you help 
us  locate them?

The  map shows th e  numb er  of members who l is ted t h e i r  a d d r e s s  in each s ta te .  The 
g r e a t e s t  VBOB s t a t e  populat ion is 632 in P enn sy lv ani a  which f u r n i s h e d  the  28th In f a n t r y  
Division of th e  P enn sy lv ani a  National  G u a rd .  Next  door ,  New York l ists 457 VBOB'ers .  
F lorida  claims 304. Seven  s t a t e s  show 200/299 and  f ive  s ta te s  l ist between 100 and  199. 
So 3,889 (77%) VBOB members  l ive in 15 s t a t e s .  Alaska has  two and  Hawaii has  th r e e .
S e v e n t y - s e v e n  p e r c e n t  (3,865)  of VBOB members l ive East  and  23% (1,185) live West of 
th e  Missi ssippi  R iv e r .  Approximate ly 24% of o u r  members  l ive South of the  Mason- 
Dixon Line ( e x t e n d e d ) .
All of th e  for egoing  means l i t t le .  But ,  you can use  it as  a base  to launch an a t ta ck  on 
th e  f i g u r e s .  Rec ru i t  y o u r  n e ig h b o r s  as members of VBOB and  chang e  yo ur  s t a t e  r a t ­
ing!  Get c red i t  fo r  each member r e c r u i t e d  by  l is t ing  YOUR NAME on the  r i g h t  s ide of 
t h e  appl ica t ion .

ELIGIBILITY FOR VBOB MEMBERSHIP +++++ The  c u r r e n t  VBOB Const i tut ion and  By­
laws p ro v id e  information p e r t a i n i n g  to e ligibi l i ty fo r  VBOB membersh ip .  Basical ly,  the  
p ro v i s io n s  a re :

R e g u la r  membersh ip  is ava ilable to a n yone  who has  been  awa rded  a campaign ba tt le  
s t a r  f o r  th e  A rd e n n e s  (Campaign, 16 December  1944 -  25 J a n u a r y  1945.

Assoc ia te  membersh ip  is avai lable to anyon e  of good moral c h a r a c t e r  and  repu ta t io n  
'.vho s u p p o r t s  th e  VBOB nr inoinlps
NOW--GET OUT THERE AND RECRUIT NEW MEMBERS!
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VETERANS 
of the 
BATTLE 
of the 
BULGE
P.O. B ox 1 1 1 2 9
A rlington, V irginia 2 2 2 1 0 -2 1 2 9

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
FORWARDING and RETURN 
POSTAGE GUARANTEED

FEBRUARY 1989

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
ARLINGTON, VA. 
PERMIT NO. 468

DUES • R - DUE

L C 0 0 7  1 L I F E
N E I L  B R O W N  T H O M P S O N  
1 3 2 2  T E N B R O O K  C T  

O D E N T O N  MD 2  1 1 1 3

3 5 3

ADVERTISE
VBOB

We know there are many, many veterans eligible to join VBOB, but they 
haven't. And the only reason we can think of is that they don't even know we 
exist.

That's why we're asking for your help.
You can be the best advertising vehicle we have by promoting VBOB 

whenever you have the chance. Talk to eligible veterans and encourage them to 
join. And spread the word among other veterans' organizations by placing 
notices on their bulletin boards. With your help our roster will continue to 
grow.

If you need more application forms, please write the national headquarters, or 
copy the one below.

Help maintain the special bond that exists between all Veterans of the Battle of the Bulge!
____________________________________________________ Detach and Mail __________________________________________________

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 
V E T E R A N S O F TH E B A T T L E  OF TH E B U L G E
P.O. Box  1 1 1 2 9 ,  Ar l i n g t on ,  V i rg in i a  2 2 2 1 0 - 2 1 2 9

A n n u a l D ues 
$10

DONATIONS 
ARE WELCOME

N am e

A ddress 

C ity  ___

_ B lrth d a te  _ 

Phone( )_

S ta te Zip

Unit(s) to  w hich  ass igned  d u rin g  period  D ecem ber 16. 1944— J a n u a ry  25, 1945 (Dlv. R egt, Bn. C o ).

C am paign  R ibbons an d  B attle  s ta rs  aw ard ed  _

W o u n d ed .

C ap tu red

Make check or money order payable to VBOB and mall with this application to above address


