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From Behind the 
Dragon’s  Teeth

HITLER’S 
FOLLY?
OR WAS IT?

By C aptain Kevin R. A ustra
The following article appeared in the 
November - December, 1992, issue of 
ARMOR.

HiHer’s '“"9® often crilicizê  \
f l r d e n n e s ,  s o  m in M  \ j ,

asasW l'S;?. 
h a v e  bee^n

Hitler charts OPERATION CHRISTROSE
n D ecem ber  1944, 28 German divisions, nine of them arm ored ,  s l a m m e d  into the  
U.S. First an d  Ninth Armies.  For ten  days ,  the  G erm an  p a n z e r s  z ig -z a gg e d  
th rough  the  hills, valleys, forests ,  and fields of the A rdennes  until s top pe d  sho r t  

of the M euse  River in Belgium. The German salient, 80 miles wide and  60  miles deep, 
w as  then  pounded  by U.S. and British forces .  The Air Force all but eliminated G erm an  
logistics. By February 1945, the U.S. Army drove back to its fo rm er  D ecem ber  pos i t ions  
and the German W e h rm a c h t  had no forces  left to keep the allies from the  Rhine. Hitler’s 
Ardennes offensive proved sup rem e  folly...or w as  it? (continued on Page a)
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R obert  J .  V anH outen  1984-86 
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C H A P T E R  # 1 3  (XIU)
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4 0 8 -4 7 5 -3 9 8 9
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C o n c o rd , CA 9 4 5 1 9 -1 1 2 6  
415*676-7016

S O U T H E R N  C A L IFO R N IA  C H A PT E R  
(XVI)

G o d frey  R. H arris 
4 2 0 9  A b b tn g to n  Cl.
W estlak e  V illage .CA 9 1 3 6 1 -4 5 0 4  
8 1 8 -8 8 9 -3 3 2 3

•P L O R i& A *
C bN T R A L  FLO R iO A  C H A P T E R  fXViii) 
T o m  M c F a d d e n  
1217  B u c c a n e e r  Ave.
D e lto n a . FL 3 2 7 2 5  
4 0 7 -8 6 0 -1 7 2 0

•  MARYLAND- 
D IS T R IC T  O F  C O L U M B IA * 

M A R Y L A N D /D .C . C H A P T E R  (III)
E dw ard  R. R adzw ich  
1 2414  S to n e h a v e n  Ln.
B ow ie, MD 2 0 7 1 5  
4 1 0 -4 6 4 -1 7 6 7
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7 1 5 -7 3 2 -2 9 5 7
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W. K ent S te p h e n s
107 3'■'*»
C ollinsville. IL 6 2 2 3 4  
6 1 8 -3 4 4 -1 6 1 G

*N E W  JE R S E Y *
NEW  JE R S E Y  C H A P T E R  (XII)
A n th o n y  W. A ndrio la  
33  C lover St.
N utley , N J 0 7 1 1 0  
2 0 1 -6 6 7 -9 3 6 3

•  NEW Y O R K * 
CE N T R A L  NEW  YORK C H A P T E R  (II)
A lex an d e r F, N o ce , Sr.
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E ld rid g c . NY 13060 
3 1 5 -6 8 9 -3 4 5 7
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•W A S H IN G T O N ^  
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C a s im e i P o m ia n e k  

Rf
S e a ttle , WA 9 8 1 1 5  
2 0 6  5 2 3 '0 C 5 5

•W IS C O N S IN ^  
N O R T H E R N  W IS C O N S IN  C H A PT E R  (I)
W a lla c e  Abitz 
1201 S . 7 th  Ave.
W a u s a u . Wl 54401 
7 1 5 -8 4 2 -4 9 1 5

If th e r e 's  a  c h a p te r  n e a r  y o u . g ive the ir  
p re s id e n t a  call. Y ou u n d o u b te d ly  will 
e n jo y  th e ir  activ ities. Y ou m ay  e n c o u n te r  
s o m e  o ld  fn e n d s  a n d  y o u  su re ly  will m ak e  
s o m e  n e w  o n e s .  If th e r e  is n o  c h a p te r  
n e a r  y o u , w e c o u id  yuu i iie lp  ii'i
d e v e lo p in g  o n e . W rite u s  for in fo rm ation ,

•  • • • •

If you h«ve infoniution you would like 
i n  S U y iC ,  piCSSC

sutMnit ft to VBOB « least six (<) weefcs 
belofe publtcation dates which are; 
February, May, August, and November.

IN THIS IS S U E
3. Chapter Development
4. Letters to Editor
5. Bylaws Amendments
6. 50th Anniversary Information

13. Reunions
14, 12th VBOB Reunion
16. A Piece of WWII Puzzle
17. Nominating Committee Report
19. Pandora's Box
20. Memtwrs Speak Out
23. Bulge Re-enactment
24. Historical Foundaton Events 
27. Statement Regarding Turner

Book
31, Invitation From Rfilgium

THE BULGE BUGLE August 1993



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Last year VBOB H eadquarters was accused of not 
listening to the m em bers. This year we have m ade an 
effort to be m ore resp o n siv  to your wishes. H as it 
worked?

The VBOB Executive Council revised the way nom inees 
for the national offices are selected. The M ay issue of T)ie 
Bulge Bugle, on page 25, announced that the N ominating 

C om m ittee would accept nom i­
nations from the m em bership 
until 15 June. Alas, only one 
nam e was subm itted. Elsewhere 
in this issue you will find the slate 
that the N ominating Com m ittee 
has selected. All are qualified 
and I urge you to  vote for them 
at the Bismarck Reunion.

A  note regarding my not seek­
ing a second term  as President. 1 
am 79 years-of-age and have been 

active in VBOB since 1981. I find that I must conserve 
my rem aining strength for personal projects I have long 
ncglected. W hen Bill Taym an becam e available, I decided 
to step down. He is well qualified and 1 am sure he will 
carry on projects which are in the works.

Please note the changes to the Bylaws recom m ended by 
the Executive Council. (These changes appear elsewhere 
in this issue of Tlte Bugle.) They will be presented to the 
A nnual M em bership M eeting in Bismarck for adoption. 
These changes, if approved, will becom e effective next year 
and will provide for nom inations of VBOB N ational O f­
ficers by subm ission of applications by interested m em bers. 
The election will be conducted by each m em ber marking 
a ballot which will be printed in The Bulge Bugle and 
mailing it to a special address. The ballots will be counted 
by a com m ittee selected from the M aryland/D istrict of 
Columbia and N orthern Virginia C hapters and the results 
will be certified by the Executive Council at the A nnual 
M em bership M eeting.

The Executive Council is considering an A dministrative 
Plan which will define the responsibilities and duties of 
VBOB officers, com m ittees, appointees and contractors.
It is hoped that the Plan will be m ade available to the 
m em bership for a belter understanding of the working of 
VBOB H eadquarters.

Send in your reservation and Pll see you in Bismarck!
Bill H emphill

Reprinted from American Legion Magazine September, 1991.

Y oung  L o ss
I was 22, working seven days a week, 10 hours a day in a 

defense plant in February 1945. We had three children - a girl 
nearly five, anotlier two and-a-half, and a boy of six months. I 
was at work when my brother-in-law came and told me my 
brave diu-ling had been killed January 16 in tlie Battle of tlie 
Bulge.

Later, I cried as I bathed tlie oldest child. She said, “ Don’t 
worry. Mom. Wlien Daddy gets to heaven and gets his wings, 
he’ll come flying straight home to us.”  Their Dad would be 
proud of tliem today.

Majorie Hayward, Union City, Pa.

DELAWARE VALLEY CHAPTER 
RECEIVES FLAG FOR OUTSTANDING  

50TH ANNIVERSARY ACTIVITIES

Pictured left to right: Lt. General Kicklighter; Stan 
Wojtusik; George Linthicum ; and Col. Kevin T. 
Hanretta

D elaw are Valley C hapter P resident Stanley W ojtusik and 
Project C hairm an G eorge Linthicum were recently 
presented with a 50th A nniversary Flag at the Pentagon by 
Lt. G eneral C laude Kicklighter and Col. Kevin T. 
H anretta. The chapter was honored for its activities 
surrounding the VBOB M em orial, local educational 
programs, and many o ther projects directed at ensuring 
that the Battle of the Bulge is not forgotten.

A TIP OF THE OLD  
OVERSEAS CAP TO THE 
ORGANIZERS OF THE ST. LOUIS 
"GATEWAY" CHAPTER
O rganized on January  21, 1993, the St. Louis "Gateway" 
C hapter now has over 150 m em bers. A t their 
organizational m eeting 102 qualified veterans showed up. 
They have been going "great guns" ever since.

Two sparks ignited at the sam e tim e to get a chapter 
form ed in the St. Louis area. Bill Taym an, C hairm an of 
the 50th A nniversary C om m em oration, which will be held 
in St. Louis, contacted about 12 m em bers who were 
VBOB m em bers in St. Louis proper, and Kent Stephens 
expressed an interest in form ing a chapter there. From 
this small beginning, the ball really got to rolling. The 
headquarters office provided Kent with a list of all our 
m em bers in St. Louis and these m en got busy. The 
telephones w ere buzzing, paper was flying, additional 
m em bership applications w ere ordered , the press was 
notified, and the results a re  obvious.

C ongratulations on a job  well done.

ALABAMA CHAPTER 
INCORPORATED
JAM ES E. POW ELL, JR ., advised us that the A labam a 
C hapter has becom e incorporated  and has changed its 
name accordingly. T he chapter is now named: The 
G eneral G eorge S. Patton, Jr. (A labam a C hapter) 
V eterans of the Battle of the Bulge, Inc.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
In the "Letters to the Editor" section of the May 1993 
issue of The Bulge Bugle  there appeared a letter from 
Sol Feingold of the 42nd Infantry Division concerning 
what he refers to as  the "other battle of the Bulge." As 
a veteran of the Battle of the Bulge in Decerriber 1944 
as  well a s  the fighting in Alsace during January and 
February of 1945, and as  a  military historian who has 
written one book on the Battle of the Bulge and is 
working on another concerning the fighting in Alsace, I 
guess  I’m a s  well qualified as  anyone in VBOB to 
com m ent on Mr. Feingold’s letter.

There has never been an article in The Bulge Bugle 
concerning the so-called "other battle of the Bulge" for 
two reasons. One. because  VBOB was formed as  a  vet­
erans’ organization devoted exclusively to the com m em ­
oration of THE Battle of the Bulge as  the greatest 
American battle of World War II. Thus those veterans’ 
interests are focused on that battle and not on 
Normandy, the Hurtgen Forest, the Remagen Bridge, or 
the fighting in the Alsace. Two, because  there was 
really no other Battle of the Bulge except in the 
imagination of a few journalists and Charles Whiting.

As to som e of the other facts presented in that letter 
concerning Operation Nordwind, there were not 16 
American divisions, including elements of other div­
isions, and the 101st Airborne Division in that operation 
At the time cf Operation Nordwind the US Seventh 
Army, w h ich  manned that section of the front contained 
seven divisions, the infantry regiments of three divisions 
which had landed in Marseilles in early December 1944, 
and a cavalry group, an eighth division (3rd Infantry) 
had been transferred to French First Army control. As 
Seventh Army was extremely low on manpower, the in- 
fatitry  regiments of the three divisiotis that had landed 
in Marseilles were sent north to Seventh Army without 
waiting for their artillery, armor, or other supporting 
elements. They were organized into three task forces: 
Task Force Linden (42nd Infantry Division); Task Force 
Harris (63rd Infantry Division); and Task Force Herren 
(70th Infantry Division). The 101st Airborne Division was 
fiyhtlny in the Ardennes during Operation Nordwind. it 
did not move into position on the Seventh Army front 
until 27 January 1945, when it assum ed defensive posi­
tions on the Moder River defense line. Its role consisted 
of sending out aggressive combat patrols for the short 
lime it was with the Seventh Army.

The Nordwind operation did not last one month longer 
than the Battle of the Bulge in the Ardennes. The 
Ardennes operation went from 16 December 1944 until 
25 January 1945. The Nordwind operation from 11:30 
p.m. 31 December 1944 until about 7 January 1945. 
Operation Nordwind bogged down about then and the 
Germans did not commit further forces to it, but spor­
adic fighting continued in various areas until the front 
was stabilized about 30 January and the Germans be­
gan to deploy som e of their units to other more
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pressing areas of the front. Nordwind was not iautiched 
in conjunction with the Battle of the Bulge, but as  a 
separate operation to link up with the German Nine­
teenth Army in the Colmar Pocket area, and thus to 
consolidate the German bridgehead west of the Rhine. 
The operation was launched at that time so as to take 
advantage of the US Seventh Army’s over-extended and 
thinly held front. They had taken over areas formerly 
held by the Third Army before they shifted many of their 
units to the Ardennes front.

Tlie tnernbers of ttiose utiits that fought in France dur­
ing the Nordwind operation were not recognized as  par­
ticipants of the Battle of the Bulge. They do share the 
same campaign credit (Ardennes-Alsace) because the 
powers-to-be in the Pentagon’s awards and decoration 
branch chose to make the fighting in those two areas a 
joint campaign for som e unfathomable reason. Dividing 
the area into two campaigns, an Ardennes and an 
Alsace-Lorraine campaign, would have made much 
more sense.

Thus, taking all of the above into consideration, there 
is no particular reason for the editor to sponsor a  series 
of articles based on Charles Whiting’s book, The Other 
Battle of the Bulge: Operation Nordwind. Even if such 
a series was contemplated, I am sure the editor could 
find several much more reputable and accurate sources 
for the coverage of the Nordwind operation.

Robert F. Phillips 
28th Infantry Division, 110th Infantry

Can you tell me how C Battery of the 592nd Field 
Artillery Battalion replaced C Battery of the 180th Field 
Artillery, which was in France on the sam e day. They 
replaced A Battery out of the 12th Field Artiller^

Milton Conner 
I06ih Infantry Division 

592nd Field Artillery Battalion

1 wish to take issue with the Officers of-VBOB and to 
those responsible for planning the next reunion. I guess 
none of you were aware of the fact that September 15 
to September 19, 1993, encom passes  the Jewish High 
Holy Days of Rosh Hashanna. This holiday is actually 
on the 16th and 17th This is, a s  you might know, a 
major Jewish holiday (New Years) and attending a 
convention would not be proper and it would conflict 
with our observance of these days.

No doubt it was an oversight on your part, but I 
believe a response by you in your publication or by 
direct answer to me would be proper.

Emanuel Lamb
83rd Infantry Division, 331st Infantry, Company H

[We are sorry that our reunion interferes with Rosh  
Hashana. However, the da tes were chosen  due to 
hotel availability.]

(Continued on Page 13)
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PROPOSED BYLAWS AMENDMENTS
The VBOB Executive Council will present the following 

change to the VBOB Bylaws as adopted at its meeting on 
June 19, 1993. The Executive Council will present these 
changes to the VBOB Membership for adoption at the 
General Business Meeting to be held Friday, September 
17, 1993.

Article 7, Section 5, ELECTION AND TERM OF 
OFFICES of the Bylaws of the Veterans of the Battle of 
the Bulge, Incorporated, as accepted and amended by 
VBOB Membership on September 6, 1991, be deleted and 
replaced with the following:

Article 7, Section 5, ELECTION AND TERM OF 
OFFICERS
A. The Nominating Committee and the Bylaws 

Committee shall prepare a Call for Election to be 
printed in a prominent location in The Bulge Bugle in 
the issue closest to January each year.

B. The Call for Election shall note the elected positions 
available and invite members to submit their 
application to stand for election for only one of the 
elected positions. The notice shall further note the 
requirement that each applicant announce the 
position sought, a biographical sketch, and a 
photograph suitable for publication in The Bulge 
Bugle. The Bylaws Committee shall prepare an 
agreement wherein the applicant for office agrees to 
attend all meetings and carry out all duties of the 
office sought. The notice shall further state that ail 
applications shall be received no later than May first 
(1st) of the year of the election. The Call for 
Election further sets out the address to which the 
application must be mailed.

C. All applications shall be received at the place and 
time stated on the Call for Election. The 
applications received shall be handed to the chair of 
the Nominating Committee. The Nominating 
Committee shall review each application and approve 
those applications complying with the Call for the 
Election. The Nominating Committee shall reject 
those applications not in compliance with the call for 
the election. The Nominating Committee shall list 
the official candidates by position sought. Where no 
applications are received for an office or in the 
unanimous opinion of the Nominating Committee, 
the committee may hst additional candidates. The 
additional candidates shall agree to the nomination 
by filling out an application as stated above.

D. The Nominating Committee shall, on or before July 
1st, certify the official ballot and forward same to the 
Executive Council who must approve or amend the 
ballot. Where the Nominating Committee rejects an 
application the applicant shall be notified forthwith of 
the rejection and the reasons therefor. The rejection 
shall be forwarded to the Executive Council and the 
rejected applicant shall be granted the opportunity by 
the Executive Council to show cause why he should 
be a candidate for the office sought.

E. The official ballot shall be certified by the Executive 
Council in a timely fashion and be published in a 
prominent location in the August issue (or the issue 
closest thereto) of The Bulge Bugle. The ballot shall 
list all of the candidates for each position with 
appropriate instructions concerning the marking of 
the ballot, the place to which it is to be returned and 
the deadline for its receipt.

F. The ballots’ timely return shall be noted and the 
name of the voter shall be checked off on a master 
list to insure only one ballot for each voter. Those 
ballots received after the date due shall be segregated 
and held for inspection by any candidate (or 
designee) and the Executive Council. Any ballot not 
signed by a voting member shall be segregated and 
held for the inspection by any candidate (or 
designee) and the Executive Council. The section of 
the ballot carrying the name of the voter shall be 
detached from the ballot and maintained in a 
separate file. The ballot with name detached shall be 
forwarded to a ballot committee comprised of an 
equal number of members of the Maryland/District 
of Columbia Chapter and the Northern Virginia 
Chapter. This committee shall count the ballots and 
report the results of the Executive Council. Each 
candidate or a designee is invited to attend the 
counting of the ballots at the time and place of the 
counting. The time and place of the counting shall 
be made known to the Executive Council and each 
candidate in writing. The committee counting the 
ballots shall be the judge of the marking of the 
ballots and shall segregate and not count any ballot 
not clearly marked.

G. The Executive Council at its Annual Meeting shall 
certify the results and resolve any objections or 
irregularities made known to them with ten days after 
the counting of the ballots. All objections must be 
made within ten days of the counting of the ballots 
by written objection made to the Administrator. 
Each objection shall be fully investigated and 
presented to the Executive Council at the earliest 
possible moment and must be resolved at its annual 
meeting. The Executive Council shall be the sole 
judge of all objections and its certification may not be 
appealed by any candidate.

H. It being the wish and desire of VBOB to open its 
offices to the widest possible participation by all 
members it is agreed that there shall be no 
advertising in 77ie Bulge Bugle on behalf of any 
candidate nor a solicitation of votes in any manner, 
shape or form unless all candidates for the position 
sought have equal opportunity to state their views in 
a forum agreed to by the said candidates.

I. New offices may be created and filled at any of the 
Executive Council meetings. Each officer shall hold 
office until his successor has been duly elected and 
qualifies. The term shall begin on December 16 of 
each year.
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TIME IS RUNNING OUT!
Tim e M anagem ent is a catch w ord  of the '90 's. O ne  of the things 
reco m m en d ed  over and  over in n ew spapers , telev ision  an d  books is a 
perso n a l "To Do List." K eep a ru n n in g  list, so you  d o n 't  forget any 
im p o rtan t item s, they  say, then  achieve a feeling of accom plishm en t as you 

check off co m p le ted  item s. So, m an y  of us have s ta rted  "To Do" lists, ju st as m an y  of us w rite  
d o w n  N ew  Y ear's R eso lu tions each January . Yet as the w arm  days of su m m er slip  aw ay , m any 
of us find  th a t o u r perso n a l "To Do Lists" d o n 't  get sm aller as p lan n ed , b u t g ro w  longer and 
longer. W e have  the best of in ten tions, m ak ing  p lans to fill the "endless days of sum m er." But 
as the  lazy  d ay s  of su m m er sw eep  over us, m any  of us find it h a rd e r an d  h a rd e r to get to that 
list. D oes y o u rs  look som eth ing  like this?

1. [ ] Clean garage
2. f ] Follow up  on Medicare Forms
3. [✓"] RSVP to Bill/Betty Anniversary Party
4. [ ] Take "Spot" to Poodle Parlor
5. f /]  Weed flower beds
6. [ ] Find "special" graduation present for grandkids
7. [ ] Take a personal computer class
8. [ ] Finally read "War and Peace"
9. [ ] Organize photo album and personal memoirs
10. [ ] Make plans for next year's vacation

As y o u r list g row s an d  g row s, it 's  easy to get bogged  d o w n  in day -to -d ay  liv ing  and  
sim p ly  fo rget lo even  look  a t y o u r list. It h ap p en s to us all! So w e th o u g h t it w as a good  idea 
to rem in d  yo u  to p u ll o u t y o u r list an d  help  you  s ta rt checking off a few  easy  item s. You can 
even check off tw o  item s w ith  one p hone  call!

Pick u p  the  ph o n e  today  an d  call, toll-free, 1-800-523-7287. W ith  just one sim ple  phone 
call, yo u  can dele te  item s #6 an d  #10 as you register for our VBOB G o ld e n  A n n iv e rsa ry  T our, 
O ctober 23 - N o v em b er 2, 1994. Join y ou r fellow  Battle of the Bulge b u d d ie s  as you  retrace 
y ou r step s th ro u g h  B elgium  an d  L uxem bourg , reliv ing  thost* h is to ry -m ak ing  m i)nitinis t)l i)ur 
y o u th . T here sim p ly  is no  g rea te r com bination  of nostalg ia anci le isure travel. T hen , m ake the 
trip  even  m o re  m ean in g fu l by  tak ing  y o u r g randch ild ren  w ith  you.' Show  them., firs thand , 
th ro u g h  y o u r eyes, w lia l W orld  W ar II w as really  all abou t an d  ab o u t y o u r p a rt in  sav ing  the 
w o rld 's  freed o m  som e 50 years ago. There is no  gift you  can give y o u r fam ily  m ore  im p o rtan t 
th an  a real k n o w led g e  of w h a t h ap p en ed  in 1944, and  w hy  it m u s t nev er h a p p e n  again.

So, p ick u p  y o u r "To Do" List. W rite G alaxy  Tours, VBOB 50th 
A n n iv e rsa ry  T our, an d  1-800-523-7287 next to item s #6 an d  #10. T hen pick 
u p  th a t ph o n e  an d  call A lison D odge at G alaxy T ou rs to m ake your 
reserva tion  on this h istoric trip . It w ill be the m o st im p o rtan t and  
w o rth w h ile  "To Do" you can accom plish this sum m er. D o n 't p u t it off 
an o th e r day!

1

i
u  ul

✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

C all G alaxy  T o u rs , 1-800-523-7287
R eg is te r  fo r VBOB 50th A n n iv e rsa ry  T o u r
M ark  O c to b e r  23 - N o v em b er 2, 1994 on ca len d ar
C all g ra n d c h ild re n  to  te ll th em  th e  good  n ew s
S ta rt p e rs o n a l m em o irs  an d  p h o to  a lb u m  o f 1944 and  1994!
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★  B A T T L E  O F  T H E  B U L G E  ★  
5 0 T H  A N N IV E R S A R Y  C O M M E M O R A T I O N  

S T . L O U IS , M I S S O U R I  
D E C E M B E R  15-18 , 1994

The VBOB 50th A nniversary C om m ittee along with the St. Louis H ost C om m ittee continue to fine- 
tune details for the 50th C om m em oration of the B attle of the Bulge. W e are privileged to have the 
full support and cooperation of the D oD  W W II C om m em oration C om m ittee. A t this tim e, formal 
program  requests have been forw arded to LTG C laude M. K icklighter, U SA  R etired , the D oD  
D irector of the 50th C om m em oration. We anticipate the final program  arrangem ents will be available 
for release in the next issue of The Bulge Bugle.

C ontracts have been signed with four St. Louis riverfront hotels. T hese hotels are all located in the 
Ciateway Arch, W estward Expansion M useum and river show boat area.

We have received inquiries concerning costs. Please rem em ber we w ere all young people during the 
"depression years"-those early econom ic experiences still affect our decisions today!

The following are the hotel room  rates for either single or double occupancy:

*Regal R iverfront H otel 
A dam ’s M ark H otel 
Holiday Inn R iverfront H otel 
M arriott Pavilion H otel

^H eadquarters hotel for the C om m em oration

$59.00
75.00 
6L 0 0
54.00

These room  rates are for D ecem ber 15-18, 1994. All hotels have agreed to extend these rates three 
days p rior and three days after the event. All parking will have a 50%  discount for C om m em oration 
participants. The room  rates do not include state and city taxes which currently total 9.475% and a 
$2.00 per room  per night occupancy tax.

We hope you are making your plans to be with us for this once-in-a-life-tim e observance.

W illiam P. Tayman 
C hairm an 

VBOB 50th Anniversary C om m ittee
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HITLER’S  FOLLY? OR IVAS IT?
Since that last bitter winter of the Second World War, nnuch has been 

written abou t  the Battle of the Bulge. It provides a  certain fascination 
for military historians and  served a s  inspiration for five major motion 
pictures. Most s tuden ts  of the battle have com e to the sam e 
conclusion: Hitler forced his army to leave the security of the Westwall 
(often called the Siegfried Line) fortifications and exhaust themselves 
in the hopeless  involuntary death  throes of a dying man.^

A majority of the judgm en ts  leveled at the last great German offensive 
In the West are based  on 1944 Allied expectations of a repeated  1918-- 
specifically. the overthrow of a failed regime, surrender before the 
nation's borders  were critically violated, and preservation of the 
surviving econom ic  base  The Battle of the Bulge dash ed  Allied hopes 
the war would be over by Christmas--just like 1918. General Dwight D. 
Eisenhower, am ong  others, was furious. Estimates described the 
German Army on the brink of collapse. Didn’t the G erm ans know the 
war w as finished?

Unfortunately, the conditions were not similar to 1918. At the end of 
the Great War, an intact German Army bowed to the wishes of a 
revolutionary governm ent in Berlin and  demobilized itself under the 
worst possible armistice conditions. The unconditional surrender term s 
staring at Germany in 1944 com pelled  the G erm ans to fight on.^ Note 
too that in mid-1944 the G erm ans still controlled m ost of Europe, 
though D-Day was not far away. As a result. Hitler's regime survived 
the halfhearted July 20th assassination  attempt, armor and aircraft 
production peaked  in sum m er and au tum n 1944, and G erm any’s 
a rm ed forces num bered  10 million men in 327 divisions and brigades,^

Despite terrific losses at the front and at hom e, the Germany Army 
was losing slowly and exhausting its opponents.

Leaving the Dragon’s Teeth
While planning the Ardennes offensive, Hitler remarked that "the side 

that last longer will do  so only if it s tands  to lose everything.”̂  German 
industry was failing. Constant air raids, essential raw material
OI IWI G»l I V I tl IS4 y WWWI M • • W  V I IS w W ^  <

the war. More critical, Germany was sa p p e d  of almost all its adult 
m anpower. Infantry training, once  regim ented and several m onths in 
length, w as reduced  to a scan t six weeks. Luftwaffe pilots found 
them selves  com m itted  to com bat  on their first operational flights. The 
German a rm ed  forces were fast losing their ability to w age offensive 
warfare.

It is too simple to declare that Adolf Hitler in 1944 was insane, sick, or 
6 0  d ru g g ed  by his incom peten t private physician. Dr. Morrell, that he 
was incapable of rational thought. True, the stress  of the last two years 
of war left the German leader an exhausted  m an who yearned for and 
still believed in a repeat of the glories earlier experienced in 1940. 
Indeed, until late 1941, the German General Staff still controlled 
operations of the army, particularly in the Eastern Front. The resulting 
failure to su b d u e  the Soviet Union in 1941 could well be attributed to 
the General Staff's delay in following up successes ,  as  well as 
withholding urgently n ee d ed  forces for an unwanted drive on Moscow. 
The mounting emotional pressure  w as co m p o u n d ed  by the 
unsuccessful a t tem pt on Hitler's life. Hitler's su b se q u en t  distrust of his 
own military co m m anders  and purge of the army left him in absolute 
control of the war effort, and with it the insomnia and  stress  associated 
with sup rem e com m and .  Though thoroughly exhausted  and aware of 
Germ any 's  plight. Hitler's decision to attack in the west was a logical 
decision m a d e  by a tyrant. Only the unlikely event that Hitler would 
have been  overthrown could have prevented the attack in its final 
manifestation. In retrospect, the German people probably would have 
ag reed  with the final offensive gam ble  in keeping with a German 
saying, "Better an end in horror than a horror without end,"^

In au tum n 1944, Germany was not as  close to defeat as  som e would 
believe, the German Army, w hose back w as broken in August in 
Normandy, w as able to delay and  withdraw to the 1939 German 
frontier. After a few tense  w eeks where m uch of the German border 
w as defended  solely by overgrown pillboxes and em pty  foxholes, the 
G erm ans were able to fill the g a p s  and  halt the  Allies.

The base  of the German frontier de fense  w as  a  series of fortifications 
known as  the Westwall. These fortifications ran the length ot the 
German border from Holland to the southwestern tip of Germany

fC on tinusd  froni 1}

Europe in

T h is  m a p  of E u ro p e  in J a n u a ry  
1 3 4 5 ,  a f t e r  t h e  A r d e n n e s  ba t t le ,  
indicates how  m uch  of the  continent 
w as  still u n d e r  G erm an  control only 

January, ishd four m o n th s  before  the  end  of the  
w ar.  T he  c r u m b l in g  Nazi e m p i r e  
e x te n d e d  o v e r  N orw ay , D enm ark ,  
and m ajor po rt ions  of Italy, Y ugos­
lavia, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Italy, 
Poland, Latvia, and  th e  Netherlands.

opposite Switzerland. Originally, a series of small forts along the Saar 
niver opposite  the French border, the de fenses  were extended.^  Today 
one can drive along the western German frontier and cross belts of 
concrete antitank dragon 's  teeth stretching below slits of grey 
crumbling bunkers. For their im potence in 1944-46, they remain 
formidable obstacles.  The dragon s teeth and shattered pnlboxcs 
zigzag through forest and farmers' fields, forcing new roads to skirt and 
bridge them and housing to be built around them.

Constructed between 1936 and 1939. the Westwall was G erm any’s 
answer to tne m ucn-touteo French Maginot Line. The once gieaminy 
white d rag o n ’s teeth shielded the remilitarized Rhineland while German 
forces m a ssed  in the east. The Westwall was a mixture of des igns and 
was never more than 15 percent com plete at the start of the war, 
Unlike its French counterpart, Westwall was not a single, nonstop 
fortificiation in depth. It relied on scattered  prefabricated pillboxes 
em piaced  to provide interlocking fire.
In front of the pillboxes were concrete d rag o n ’s  teeth antitank 
obstacles, barbed  wire, and minefields. Pillboxes and d rag o n ’s teeth 
were arrayed in belts several miles thick. In a reas  of rugged terrain, 
such as  the High Eifel opposite  Belgium, fortifications were less 
extensive. In this terrain, the dragon 's  teeth were reduced to the size 
of small parking lot pylons. However, around Aachen, Saarbrucken. 
and high mobility a reas  such a s  the Losheim Gap, antitank obstacles 
took on m onstrous proportions.
The Westwall was never des igned  to be a perm anent barrier. The 
concept was for attacking armies to be delayed by the defenses, 
rugged terrain, and waterways until a  German counterattack could drive 
them out. In 1939, they proved their worth when the French Army

(C ontinued on P age 9)
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HITLER’S  FOLLY? OR IV/iS IT?
moved into the Saar and  occupied a few square  kilometers of German 
territory during the abortive "Saar offensive."

Although a  formidable obstacle against w eapons  and tactics of the 
1930s, there w as little the fortifications could do to halt the American 
Army in 1944. As early a s  1940, the G erm ans them selves  used 
paratroops to drop onto Belgian and Dutch strong points and directed 
panzers around the Maginot Line, dem onstrating  the futility of fixed 
fortifications.

After the Ju n e  6, 1944, Allied invasion of France, the Westwall was 
hurriedly reinforced and extended , particularly along the border with the 
Netherlands. There was no time to improve the already em placed  
concrete pillboxes and antitank d ra g o n ’s teeth since there was no 
concrete to spare  while German industry built underground or 
reinforced factories. Nearly all of Westwall's a rm am ent and 
com munication sy s tem s were dism antled  and reinstalled along the 
English Channel in 1943.

Although the overgrown concrete  bunkers and pillboxes were better 
naturally cam ouflaged  than they were in 1939, their fields of fire were 
reduced by the s a m e  wild growth. In m any cases ,  local caretakers did 
not have m aps ,  plans, or keys to the fortifications in their districts.

During war, military technology advances  by leaps and bounds. Not 
only d o e s  military necessity  accoun t for increased resourcing, 
battlefield experience provides a neverending proving ground. 
Unfortunately for the Germans, pill-boxes, des igned  for w eapons  of 
1936, had no provisions for m achine g uns  and antitank w eapons  of
1944. W eapons were not the only limitations. Initially, it was difficult 
to main the fortifications with the required num ber  of soldiers. The best 
that could be accom plished  in a  few short m onths was newly dug 
fighting positions, fresh minefields, hundreds  of miles of barbed  wire, 
and ineffective iron ga te s  ac ross  secondary  roads.

(Continued from P age 8)

A dead Nazi officer lies in a snowfilled foxhole near Mabompre, Belguim. The 
officer commanded a German 88mm field piece which was knocked out killing 
him and the entire crew. 1/17/45

U. S. Army Signal Corps Photo

This L-4 Observation plane crashed on landing near S1avek)t Belguim 1/19/45, 
106th Infantry Division

U. S. Army Signal Corps Photo

On S ep tem ber  10, soldiers from the U.S. 4th Infantry Division crossed 
the Our River near Schoenberg.^  Four days  later, American soldiers 
from the 5th /Vrmored Division crossed the Sauer River at Wallendorf. 
Without much effort, the Americans penetra ted  the first belt of concrete 
fortification and advanced to within a few miles of Bitburg, There was 
little to stop the Americans from occupying the whole Eifel region. The 
G erm ans raced troops from Trier to check the advance  and destroyed 
the Sauer b ridgehead a  week later.® The Our River incursion, opposite 
St. Vith in Belgium, could not be dislodged.

The once proud German Army w as unable to s tem  the tide, 
confirming the military a d a g e  that obstacles  alone are use less  unless 
covered by fire and, more significantly, restored by counterattacks. 
Fortunately for the Germans, the United States Army slowed and halted 
in the rugged terrain and thick forests of the Eifel. The terrain, 
com bined  with stiffened German resis tance anchored  around the 
Westwall, s topped  the Allied advance.

For the Germans, an imm ediate counterattack to restore the border 
w as out of the question. There were no forces yet available. In the 
beginning of S ep tem ber  1944, the G erm ans  had only 100 serviceable 
tanks available on the Western Front.® Allied operations In the 
Netherlands and incursions around Aachen and  In front of the Rur (as 
spelled in Germany, b ec o m e s  the Roer River in the Netherlands and is 
often spelled Roer in military accounts) Dams siphoned  off divisions 
desperate ly  nee d ed  elsewhere. However, Allied penetrations along the 
Siegfried Line in the southern region of the S chnee Eifel drew the 
attention of the Germans. It w as only natural then that Westwall’s 
original purpose could be exercised. An attack aga inst the d ee p es t  
penetration of the line would not only expel the Americans from the 
Eifel, but also threa tened to envelop Aachen, a s  well a s  capture 
Antwerp, thereby severing the Allies’ line of com munications. The 
s e e d s  of the Ardennes offensive were sown.

M ira c l e  in T h e  W e s t
There would never have been  a  German offensive in the Ardennes if 

It had not been for Allied delays. After two m onths  of slogging through 
hedgerow  country in Normandy and clearing Brittany, the Allied broke 
out of their small corner of France while at the s a m e  time landing an 
arm y in the south. On August 25, Paris was liberated. In Septem ber, 
the Allies pushed  into Belgium and  penetra ted  the Siegfried Line into 
Germany and reached  a position which, when planning the invasion, 
they had not expected  to gain until May 1945.^° Then the advance ran 
out of steam.

By advancing along a broad front the Allies rapidly liberated m ost of 
France, Belgium, and Luxembourg at the cost of exhausting their 
supplies. Not that supplies were short--there w as just no way to get 
them  to the ever more distant front line. Unlike the superhighways of 
today, there were no au tobahns  ac ross  France in the 1940s. The 
French railroad system  was still wrecked from preinvasion bom bing  and 
resistance sabotage .  Few of the ports were usable. They were either 
critically d a m a g e d  or occupied by surrounded  German division. 
German garrisons denied port facilities at Lorlent, St. Nazaire, La 
Rochelle, Calais, and Dunkirk and would continue to do so until May,
1945. Additionally, the German 15th Army controlled the sea  outlet to 
recently captured Antwerp.

For the m om ent, all supplies had to be trucked to the various points 
of the front. The trip was fraught with hazards. In the sp a ce  between 
departure  and arrival, the convoys faced confusing routes, traffic jams, 
hijacking by roving b an d s  of black marketeering American deserters  
and  former French resistance, and diversions by com peting  armies.

Complicating the supply distribution w as British Field Marshal Bernard 
Law Montgomery's less than successful Netherlands offensive, a daring 
airborne and m echanized strike north onto Holland. The attack, code 
n am ed  Market Garden, was to seize seven Dutch bridges along a  70- 
mile route with three airborne divisions. O nce British armor punched  
through the German line and crossed  all seven bridges, the way would 
be clear to turn east, un im peded  by terrain, to slice through the 
German ruhr industrial basin and  then to Berlin.

Though the operation cap tured  five of seven bridges, the last bridge
at Arnhem on the Lower Rhine rem ained  firmly in Germ an h an d s  (and
would be until dem olished  in February, 1945). The soggy  "island"
between Arnhem and Nijmegen «

(Continued on Page 10)
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HITLER’S FOLLY? OH WAS IT?
bridges was largely a b a n d o n e d  by the British who turned their eyes 
eas t  toward what would eventually be the costly Reichswald operation. 
In total, the M arket Garden  operation provided a  basis  for a  best-selling 
book and movie, but not m uch else. It denied  other armies, particularly 
General G eorge S. Patton 's  Third, the fuel required to exploit 
penetrations in Germany.

Indeed, alm ost all Allied activity that au tum n was directed around 
Aachen, For reasons  still d eb a te d  today, the U.S. Army turned into the 
thick Hurtgen Forest, gained  a  few kilometers of ground while the better 
part of three U.S. divisions were m auled in a fruitless three-month 
cam paign. To the south, the Ardennes, d e e m e d  an unlikely site of 
future G erm an operations, w as used by the U.S. Army as  a place to 
send  battle-weary divisions and  train fresh units.

During the delay, the G erm ans were not idle. Barely able to field an 
equ ipped  force, the G erm ans m ounted  several m odes t  counterattacks 
with scratch forces to restore large portions of the line in the hilly Eifel 
region. By November, units all along the front were standing to fight, 
and when th reatened, they did so in good order. The G erm ans called 
the resurgence  of their arm y "the Miracle of the W est." ' '  With the 
exception of Aachen, the first major German city captured by the Allies, 
the western 1937 borders  of Germany remained more or less intact.

The appa ren t  threat in the West, com bined  with the local German 
successes ,  ac ted  as  a m a g n e t  for Hitler’s military attention. Against 
advice of his generals.  Hitler drained his carefully hoarded resources in 
preparation for a  major attack. Hitler knew that the Ardennes was the 
last card to be ptayed. Whether the forces were successful or not, the 
m achines and  war materiel could never be replaced.

(Continued from Page 9)

W h y  T h e  W e s t
Desperate a s  the situation s e em e d ,  the German Reich still controlled 

a greater poilion of Furope in late 1944 than it had  after the conquest  
of Poland in 1939. Though the enem ies  of the Reich had multiplied in 
num ber and strength since 1941, the invading forces simply ran out of 
offensive steann. Thp rtrnve into Poland and the eastern  tip of
East Prussia, but at great cost. The Red Army found itself at the end 
of a supply line stretched ac ross  eastern  Europe. Continuous oper­
ations aga inst stiff German opposition ac ross  a  scorched countryside 
forced the Soviets to temporarily halt. Though the Soviets crossed the 
prewar Polish frontier in August, they paused  eas t  of Warsaw, where 
they rem ained almost five months. Stalin concerned  himself with 
driving Germ any 's  allies out of the war and occupying the Balkans and 
Baltic countries.

As the Red Army yaUiered its breath for the final drive on Germany, 
Hitler concluded  the Russians were offensively exhausted. Horrendous 
Soviet losses  and a  slim logistics chain m a d e  it "clear" that the 
Russians had reached  their high water mark. Hitler believed that 
administration of iiie  conquered  territories alone vvculd sta!! the 
Russians indefinitely. For the time being, the Russians were not a 
threat.

In northern Italy, Luftwaffe Field Marshal Albert Kesselring skillfully 
m a n ag e d  an econom y  or torce mission in m y y e u  iettdin and 
grudgingly gave ground. In Hitler’s opinion, the defensive battle in Italy 
was good  for at least another  year. To the north, Norway and Denmark 
were secure  for the m om ent.  In fact, the G erm ans maintained military 
suprem acy  in Scandinavia, where the navy secured  the waters around 
Norway while the Luftwaffe ruled the Arctic.

In Germany, the Luftwaffe m a n ag e d  to rebuild from its staggering 
p iecemeal losses  that su m m er  into a  force capab le  of several hundred 
sorties per day  against Allied ta rge ts . '^  German industry, firmly under 
control of Minister of Armaments, Albert Speer, had peak production 
just before D-Day. The production surge, in part due  to the Allied air 
forces m om entary  attention to French targets, provided m uch needed  
war material for a  skeletal Germ an Army. Decentralized production, 
round the clock manufacturing, and reinforced and underground 
factories m a d e  up for shortfalls d u e  to bombing.

To quickly reequip units, the Germ an Army called upon its, a s  yet 
barely touched, vas t  stock of cap tured  w eapons  stored at various depots 
from Czechoslovakia to Grafenwohr, Gemiany. Foreign artillery pieces 
of almost every caliber, originally p lanned a s  roadside monuments to 
com m em orate  G erm an victories, were as sem b led  to fulfill a  military role.

At a farmyard In Belgium on the second day o f the offensive. Gemian 
paratroopers look over antitank guns, trucks, and Jeeps left behind by U.S. 
units.

\o  m ake up for personnel losses, au tom atic  w eapons  were increased 
throughout the army to give units more firepower, especially when 
fighting in wooded ateas .  Tiie 7.92-mm mP-44 assauli  riile, tne 
forerunner of the U.S. .Army's M-16 rifle of thp I960a. was issued in 
great quantities and was the m ost com m on  German infantry weapon 
in the Ardennes. '^

The Reichsbahn. Germany's  efficient, though  antiquated, state 
railroad, was able to keep supplies moving despite  horrific losses and 
massive raids on facilities. Despite rumors to the  contrary, rail was the 
W ehrmacht 's  primary m ode  of transportation. Over the first two weeks 
of December, som e 1,50C trains bearing troops, tanks, and guns 
unloaded in marshaling yards ea s t  of the Ardennes."*

With five years of experience, the G erm ans were technologically 
superior to the Allies. Though they would never have the atomic bomb, 
and  the "V" w eapons  were only a nuisance, the G erm ans m ade  
remarkable strides in military technology. The Luftwaffe, though driven 
from the skies of Europe, had the only operational jet fighter, bomber, 
and  reconnaissance aircraft of the war. Indeed, the dual-jet engined 
Arado 234 routinelv Dhotoqraphed Allied supply  b each es  and 
battlefields in France.'^

Throughout the war in the West, German armor was consistently 
superior to that of the allies. Though the French fielded superb  tanks 
in 1940, they were not em ployed properly and were quickly rounded up 
by the invading Germans. With the German defeat in France, not only 
were m any tanks lost in battle or due  to air attack, d a m a g e d  panzers 
could not be recovered from the battlefield before they were captured. 
The relative stabilization of the front allowed the German Army to 
rebuild its supply of armor. Hitler ordered that the entire production of 
the 68-ton Tiger II tank be  sent to the west and all m edium  armor to the 
Eastern Front.'® On the evening before the g rea t battle. 717 tanks and 
assault  gu n s  sat cam ouflaged  opposite  the American positions. '^  

Leading the refitting effort w as the often maligned Panzerkampfwager 
VI Ausf 8, better known as  the King Tiger 11. Like its predecessor,  the 
Tiger I, the King Tiger was superior in arm or and  a rm am ent to any 
Allied tank. In battles in Normandy, the Tiger eliminated its opponents  
with ease .  So feared were these  68-ton giants that Americans often 
called every German tank a Tiger."'®

(Continued on P age 11)
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Apart from production shortages and the 
tank’s  vulnerability to air attack. 136 King 
Tigers (remarkable considering only 476 were 
manufactured during the war) were ready for 
the Ardennes offensive.^®

Regardless of Hitler’s  disdain for the armies 
of Soviet Russia, the west, from a 
cartographer 's  point of view, w as the threat. 
Historians studying the Ardennes offensive 
usually do  so with 1937 m a p s  of Germany, to 
Hitler, a s  well a s  to the German people, 
Germany w as larger. Kesselring’s determined 
defense  in Italy w as due  not so m uch to 
Italy’s  surrender as  it was that the Germans 
shared a  com m on  national border {the former 
Austrian frontier). An Allied offensive into 
Austria w as an attack on Germany itself, for 
the time being, that possibility was m onths 
away.

In the east, Germany swallowed half of 
C z e c h o s lo v a k ia  a n d  w a s  c lo s e  to 
Germanizing the country. The border area, 
known a s  the Sudentenland. w as already part 
of the Reich. The "Protectorate" of 
Czechoslovakia w as in no dan g e r  of imminent 
invasion.

In Poland. Germany was in the p rocess  of 
repossessing  areas  owned by Germany 
before 1918. With the exception of a few 
towns in East Prussia, these  lands were safely 
in German hands.

An attack against the Red Army would 
undoubtedly  bring tactical success ,  but reach 
no strategic objective. In order to be 
victorious, the Red Army would have to be 
driven hundreds  of miles, at least out of 
Belorussia and the Ukraine. Hitler’s  carefully 
hoarded  panzer force would easily be 
swallowed in the Pripet Marshes and vast 
expanse  of Russia.

An offensive in the Balkans was to be 
avoided entirely. The German forces there 
were having enough problem s protecting their 
lines of com m unications against partisans, 
and flanks against the Soviets and turncoat 
allies. Italy offered opportunities, but not for 
a  heavy panzer force. The very m ounta inous 
terrain which formed Kesselring’s successful 
defense  would be turned against the 
Germans. Additionally, there were no raw 
materials to be gained, no thankful population 
to liberate, and no relief on fronts closer to 
Germany, if there w as an attack, it would

HITLER’S FOLLY? 
OR WAS n ?

T h e  A r d e n n e s  G a m b l e
A rd en n es  battle  m a p  s h o w s  limits of 
Germ an objectives an d  actual p ro g re ss ,  
a rm y boundaries ,  and  Allied front line 
on the  day th e  battle began.

(C ontinued from P age 10)

have to be on the Western Front.
The situation in the West w as by far the 

m ost dangerous.  The allied had already 
liberated the Belgian eastern-m ost province of 
Eupen et M a lm edy ,^  which was annexed  by 
the  Reich in 1940 (they were lost by Germany 
after the  First World War in 1919).

The American capture of Aachen and 
incursion toward the Rur Dams posed  a threat 
to the industrial Ruhr. This conges ted  area, 
encom pass ing  several major cites along the 
Rhine, had already taken a  beating from 
continuous Allied air attacks. Its capture 
would virtually eliminate German war 
production.

Luxembourg, described as  German by 
tradition, French by p o l i t i c s , w a s  close to 
annexation by the time of the June  6 allied 
invasion of France. In Septem ber,  only a 
sliver of the country along the Our and Sauer 
Rivers rem ained German.

W h y  t h e  A r d e n n e s ?
Historians in the 1950s and 1960s contend 

the G erm ans  attacked through the Ardennes 
b ec au se  of earlier victories through the 
w ooded  area  in 1914 and 1940. However in 
1914, the German border ex tended  farther to 
the west than it did in 1937. True, German 
Panzer General Heinz Guderian 's thrust along 
the Ardennes in 1940 was a  masterstroke, but 
it w as directed southwest against weakened 
French, Belgian, and  British positions. The 
1944 drive would be northwest toward 
Antwerp, against the grain of the country and 
in an area  of very few roads.^^

From the Ardennes, it was only 110 miles to 
Antwerp--a reasonably  attainable, though not 
necessarily retainable, strategic objective. 
Not only would the attack relieve the pressure 
on the Germ an border, but would cut off the 
bulk of the British Army in the north and deny  
the Allies their northernm ost port.

As fate would have it, geography  favored a 
G erm an buildup. The Eifel region opposite 
the Ardennes offered cover and  concealment, 
particularly for an arm y without air cover. As 
they had in 1914 and 1940, spurs  of the 
Reichsbahn railroad ran right into the Eifel 
from Trier and Koblenz. The German 
population of the region w as unquestionably 
loyal, thus  the chance  of betrayal w as slight. 
Additionally, m ost  of the families immediately 
ac ross  the front lines had at least one father 
or son still in the

(Continued on Page 12)
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HITLER’S  FOLLY? OR VV4S IT?
Germ an Army and  the locals could be considered sympathetic. For 
the limited resources available, com pared  to the forces allotted in 
1940, the A rdennes was d e e m e d  ideal.

Though Germ an generals  like Field Marshal Walther Model 
advocated  an attack to regain the historic Holy Roman capital, 
Aachen, Hitler would not hear anything of it. In his estimate, Aachen 
could be retaken, but the cost would be too great.  Throughout the 
war, Hitler rarely supported  plans that involved direct assau lts  on 
major cities. City fighting easily swallowed divisions and  tied them 
down for w eeks at a time. Hitler rem em bered  Stalingrad all too 
clearly, where a panzer army was com mitted to a  city that could 
have been  outflanked. Seizing Aachen would have no strategic 
significance. Moreover. Aachen was too close to the British and 
Canadian forces in the Netherlands, Aachen’s capture would no 
doub t evoke a  swift counterattack.
Despite feeble a t tem p ts  to d issuade  him, Hitler was set on attacking 
through the  Ardennes, cutting off British and Canadian armies, and 
inflicting a defeat  on the Americans simitar to that of their 1943 
d isaster at Kasserine P ass  in Tunisia at the hands  of the Panzer 
Armee Afrika. Paralysis of the enemy, not necessarily his physical 
destruction, w as the aim."^ Hitler w as convinced that the Allied link 
with the Russians w as fragile and a  defeat in the West would serve 
to rupture the alliance.^'* Though he knew he could not win the war, 
he might be able to sue for a  separate  p eace  without surrender and 
then deai militarily with the Russians.

In hindsight, the goal s e e m s  unrealistic. To the German military, 
and particularly to Hitler, it was the only logical course of action. 
Germany could not survive by fighting a defensive war, unconditional 
surrender would bring term s worse than those of 1918, and the 
dictatorship would have been doom ed .  The only route left was 
through the Ardennes.
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Military Intellioence BatUffion, Infantry Division (Mecfuinized), 
Wurzburg, Germ/my. He gnuluated from  Seaton Hall University in 1982 
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“ S i L L Y  P E O P L E ’^
“ Silly people,”  W inston Churchill pronounced witli empha­

sis in London on tlie day after Pearl Harbi^r, “ Silly people 
think the Americans are weak. Som e said tiiey were sott, oUiers 
that tliey would never be united. Tliey would fool iiround at a 
distance. They would never com e to grips. They would never 
iUuid bloouieiting. Their democracy and system o f  rccurrcnt 
elections would p^iralyze their wiir effort."

But Churchill saw what Hiller, Tojo ;ind otliers did not see: 
“ I had studied the American Civil War, fought out to tiie last 
desperate in c h /’ He bet on the Americans. “ 1 went to bed iuid 
slept Uie peace o f  the saved imd Uie thiuikful.”

The same new s from Pearl Harbor propelled Hitler from his 
chair to tell his generals: “ N ow  it is im possible for us to lose 
the war! W e now have an ally who has never been vmiquished 
in three Uiousand years.”  Hitler was among the “ silly people.”

Parable:
Seventy m illion years ago, a bunch o f  dinosaurs sat iiround 

chewing vegetation. One o f  tliem tunied to his friend and said, 
“ Is it m y im agination, or is it getting colder?" Hie friend 
laughed and said, “ H ey, it's just temponu-y. Have anotiier 
leaf.”
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To Ihose who ask, ”Why didn’t you publish our reunion?," the 
answer is: You must send it in.

3RD C H E M IC A I. M ORTAR BA'ITALION, O ctober 28-31, 1993, Sheraton 
National, A rlington. V irginia. C ontact: Q uentin  R. U nger, 6016 T orrey  
I^ines Drive. O cala, F lorida 34472-3281. 'rc lephonc: 904-624-0937.

S'l'H INFANTRY D IVISION , 2ND INFANTRY, ANTI-TANK COM PANT, 
S e p t e m b e r  10- 1 1 , 1993, Lees Inn, Seym our, Indiana. C ontact: Billy Ilall, 
10947 E ast Ileyw ood D rive, Seym our, Indiana 47274. T elephone: 812- 
522-3161.

9TH A RM O R ED  D IV ISIO N , 16TII A RM O R ED  FIELD  ARTILLERY 
BA ITA LIO N , S ep tem ber 19-23, 1993, Cocoa Beach, F lorida. Contact: 
H arold T rcthaw ay, 6 O ak S tree t, W ilkes-B arre, Pennsylvania 18702.

9 'r il A RM O R ED  D IV ISIO N , 27TH A RM O R ED  INFANTRY BATTALION,
O ctober 7-9, 1993, O klahom a City, O klahom a. Contact: Edw ard F. G reh, 
807 S h o r e  Club Drive. St. C lair Shores, M ichigan 48080. T elephone: 313- 
776-0067.

9TII A RM O R ED  D IVISION , 16TII A RM O R ED  FIELD  ARTILLERY 
B AITA LION , S cp lem ber 19-23,1993, Cocoa Beach, F lorida. C ontact: Ray 
Pearson, 175 N orthw est F irst A venue, Miami, IHorida 33128. T elephone: 
305-373-4000 o r  David K essler, A-10 M onroeville Mall, M onroeville, 
Pennsylvania 15146. T elephone: 412-372-8480.

u r n i  A RM O R ED  D IVISION , S ep tem ber 2-6, 1993. A ugusta, G eorgia. 
Contact: Sam uel F. M urow, Box 213, Bay Port, M ichigan 48720. 
Telephone: 517-656-3551.

32ND SIG N AL C O N ST R U C T IO N  B A T rA L IO N , O ctober 7-9, 1993, 
A tlanta. G eorgia. C ontact: Iloy t E. Redd, 872 D aniell Drive, Smyrna, 
G eorgia 30080. T elephone: 404-436-6353.

5S'm  A RM ORED  FIELD  ARTILLERY BA ITA LIO N , O ctober. 1993. 
Contact: Julian G. Ryan, 664 H alloran  A venue, W ood River, Illinois 62095.

90TH INFANTRY D IVISION , 315 E N G IN EER  COM BA T BA ITA LIO N , 
O ctober 15-17. 1993, Louisville, Kentucky. C ontact: W ilson M. M idyett, 
4426 Kinglet, H ouston, Texas 77035 (T elephone 713-729-8360) o r Carl 
M anuel, 1017 N orth  40th S tree t, F ort Sm ith, A rkansas 72904 (Telephone: 
501-783-6559).

160TH E N (;iN E E R  CO M BA T BATTALION, O ctober 1-3, 1993, Executive 
Inn East. 978 Phillips Lane, Louisville, K entucky 40213. C ontact: Earl R. 
S ionelield, 8513 Pennsylvania Run R oad. Ixiuisville, K entucky 40228. 
i'clephonc: 502-239-3020 (a f te r  8:00 p.m.).

24‘/ m  CO M BA T EN G IN EER S B.VITALION. S ep tem ber 8 - i l .  1994, 
.Nashville. T ennessee. C ontact: Sandy A. Putigano, 967 A drian Circle, 
(iira rd , O hio  44420.

28IST  EN G IN EE R  CO M BA T BATTALION, S ep tem ber 20-22, 1993, 
Holiday Inn O ceanfron t, M yrtle Beach, South C arolina. C ontact: A lbert 
B. Cline, P.O. Box 501. G affney, South C arolina 29342-0501. T elephone; 
803-489-6528.

29IST  E N G IN EER  CO M BA T BATT'ALION, S ep tem ber 9-12, 1993, H otel 
Denver. D enver. C olorado. C ontact: F rank  Rhea. 13505 W est 34th 
Avenue. G olden, C o lorado  80401. T elephone: 303-279-5853.

y n v v u  ,VA.\ AW BN (SP), A ugust 12, 14. 1993. Holiday Inn, 2640 U kew ood  
Blvd.. lx)ng Beach, C alifornia 90815. C ontact: Ralph T erracciano , 3704 
N orth liliis I^ n e , R osem ead, C alifornia 91770 o r  W illiam W, Sill, 6128 
N orth M uscatel, San G abriel. C alifornia 91775. T elephone: 818-287-9546.

426TH  M E D IC A L  B A T T A L IO N , 5 6 4 T H /5 6 5 T H /5 6 6  M O T O R  
AM BULANCE CO M PA N IES, Sep tem ber 21-23,1993, Indianapolis, Indiana. 
C ontact: H arvey A. Legg, 16 M adrid  Plaza, M esa, A rizona 85201.

546TH AAA (AW) B A ITA LIO N , S ep tem ber 17-19, 1993, H oliday Inn, 
Jonesboro , A rkansas. C ontact: Bob Ila sen , 15113 Village 15, C am arillo, 
C alifornia 93012. T elephone: 805^82-3198.

556TH AAA (AW) BATTALION, S ep tem ber 9-11, 1993, Days Inn, 
L ancaster, Pennsylvania. C ontact: II. E. L ashhorn , Sr., 3516 W illiams 
Drive, W eirton , W est V irginia 26062. T elephone: 304-748-7778.

575'1'H AA.A BATFALION, BATTERY "D", S ep tem ber 12-13, 1993, 
Pottaw atom i Inn, Pokagon S tate  Park, A ngola, Indiana. C ontact: R oger 
T. I^Jioads, 4004 C am bridge, D es M oines, Iowa 50313. T elephone: 515- 
282-7062.

644TII TANK D E ST R 0Y I‘:R  BATTALION, O ctober, 1993, Kissimee, 
F lorida. C ontact; F rank  A rie ta , 129 E ast G aribald i A venue, 
N esquehoning, Pennsylvania 18240. T elephone: 717-669-9563.

707TH TANK BATTALION A SSO CIA TIO N , S ep tem ber 23-26, 1993, 
H oliday Inn, D ayton Mall, D ayton, O hio. C ontact: John  E. Bickers, P.O . 
Box 481, G ulf Breeze, F lorida 32562-0481. T elephone; 904-932-2931.

709TH TANK BATTALION. S ep tem ber 16-19, 1993, New Philadelphia,
O hio. C ontact: Paul E. C laster, 35 Euclid A venue, M iddletow n, New Y ork 
10940.

945TH FIELD  A RTILLERY  BATTALION, A ugust 12-15, 1993, B ranson, 
M issouri. C ontact: G eorge Buck, 726-50th S tree t, D es M oines, Iowa. 
T elephone: 515-255^269.

1056TH E N G IN EE R  PC& R G R O U P, O c to b er 1-2, Savannah, G eorgia. 
C ontact: T hom as E. Finnegan, 420 S outh  W eb ste r A venue, Scranton, 
Pennsylvania 18505. T elephone: 717-344-6966.

CAM P FANNIN A SSO C L \T IO N , N ovem ber 11-13, 1993, Tyler, Texas. 
C ontact: G ordon  N eilson. 1017 B alm oral, Tyler, T exas 75703. Telephone: 
903-581-0878.

Letters to the Editor (Continued from P age 4)

In a t te m p t in g  to  w rite  a  ch ro n ic le  of m y o w n  
e x p e r i e n c e s  in t h e  Bulge. I qu ick ly  le a rn e d  h o w  difficult 
it w a s  to  a c c u r a te ly  recall d a t e s  a n d  p lace s .

This f a c e  w a s  exem plif ied  by  H aro ld  H a r m o n ’s  ar tic le  
in th e  M ay 1993 i s s u e  of T h e  B u g le .  H aro ld  in n o cen tly  
p l a c e s  SH A EF H e a d q u a r t e r s  in S p a ,  Belgium, w h e r e a s  
it w a s  a lw a y s  in Paris , F ra n c e ,  e v e n  d u r in g  t h e  Bulge.

W h a t  h e  w i tn e s s e d  w a s  t h e  w ithd raw al of First A rm y 
H e a d q u a r t e r s  to  a  s a fe r  lo ca t io n  in C h au d fo n ta in e .

Fortunate ly ,  t h e  U.S. Arm y h is to ry  s e c t io n  p u t  th e  
r e c o rd  s t ra ig h t  into t h e  h is to ry  b o o k s  im m ed ia te ly  a f te r  
th e  war.

J a m e s  H. B u rk e

Check your label--are your dues due?

460TH AAA AW BATTALION, BATTERY C, S ep tem ber 14-16, H am pton  
Inn, Long Island, New Y ork. C ontact: John  P. M urray, 531 W est 135th 
S treet, New Y ork, New Y ork  10031. T elephone: 212-234-2668.

489TH AAA (AW) BATFALION (SP). S ep tem ber 13-18, 1993, El Paso, 
T exas. C ontact: Carl M eiser, 915 A ngelita Drive, P rescott, A rizona 86303. 
T elephone: 6 0 2 ^ 5 -8 6 7 4 .

526TH A RM O R ED  INFANTRY BATTALION, 1994-T im e and place to  be 
announced. C ontact: G eorge W endt, 1420 R oosevelt D rive, M odesto, 
California 95350-4219. T elephone: 209-524^615.
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VETERANS OF THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE 
12TH REUNION 

Bismarck, North Dakota • S e p te m b e r  15-19, 1993 
H ead q u a r te r s  • Rad isson  Inn Bismarck 

Bismarck, North Dakota

REGISTRATION FORM

No l a t e r  t han  August  25,  1993,  mail  form and check t o ;  
Te r e sa  P e t e r s on  
1608 North 16th S t r e e t  
B i sma r t k ,  NU 58501

N um ber  of Cos t  
P e r s o n s  pe r  p e r so n

$20.00
$25.00

N/C

W e d n e s d a y  * S e p t e m b er  15
*Registra tion (before  8 /2 5 /9 3 )  _________

(after 8 /2 5 /9 3 )  _________
Hospitality Room  _________

Lewis & Clark Riverboat  Ride _________
(Minimum of 60 p a s s e n g e r s )

T hursday  > S e p te m b e r  16
Ladies ’ Luncheon  and  P rogram  _________

Friday * S e p te m b e r  17
Pitchfork S teak  F o n d u e  at Fort Lincoln 

S ta te  Park an d  C us te r  H o u se  Tour _________

Saturday > S e p te m b e r  18 
Tours  of the  Town

(Includes Continental Breakfast) _________ 5 9 00
Reunion Banque t,  E n t e r t a i n m e n t / D a n c e _________ $27.00

TOTAL AMOUNT (Enc lose  check)

NO REFUNDS AFTER SEPTEMBER 8, 19 J3 

*TYiis fee not required for Banquet Guests.

$ 10.00

$ 10.00

$30.00

Total

Please provide the name you want on your name card here: 

Name: Unit:

P lease print all inlonnation.

Wife’s Name: Guest Name(s):

street Address: City, State, Zip:

VETERANS OF THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE 
12TH REUNION •  BISMARCK. NORTH DAKOTA 

SEPTEMBER 15-19, 1993

REUNION AGENDA

Noon - 8:00 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
9:00 - 10:a) a.m. 
10:15 - 12:00 Noor 
12:00 - 2:00 p.m. 
12:00 - 1:15 p.m.
1:30 - 3:00 p.m.
3:30 - 5:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.

W ednesday • Septem ber 15
Arrival, registration, find old friends and make new ones 
Lewis and Clark Riverboat Ride (minimum of 60 required)

Thursday • Septem ber 16
Registration 
Committee Meetings
Chapter Presidents’ Meeting/Put)lic Relations Sem iair 
Lad e s ’ Luncheon and Program 
Lun^h "on your own“
Regional Meeting 
Executive Council Session 
Dinner "on your own"

Time to be announced Lewis and Clark Riverboat Ride (if needed)

9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 Noon 
12:00 - 1:15 p.m.
1:30 - 3:30 p.m.
4:00 - 5:00 p.m.
6:00 - 9:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 Noon 
12:00 Noon 
5:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Friday • Septem ber 17
Registration
General Business MetJting 
Lunch "on your own"
Continue General Bustness Meeting, if necessary 
Executive Council Session
Pitcfifork Steak Fondue, Tour 'duster House Compleji,, 
Indian Dances

Saturday • Septem ber 18
Registration
Continental Breakfast in State Capitol. Tour of the town. 
Return to hotel (lunch "on your own")
Memorial Service 
Cocktail Reception
Reunion Banquet, Entertainment and Dancing

Sunday • Septem ber 19
Departure



VETERAN S O F THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE 
12TH REUNION • BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA 

S E P T E M B E R  15-19, 1993

HOTEL REGISTRATION FORM
P le a se  c o m p le te  an d  m ail to: 

R ad isso n  Inn B ism arck  
800 S o u th  Third S tree t 
B ism arck , N orth D akota  585048 
(701) 258-7700

Nam e(s):__________________

$50.00 (Flat Rate) 
Per Room, Per Night 

Plus Tax

Guest Name(s): 

Address:

City, State, Zip: 

Phone:(___ )____ Arrival

Non-Sm oking____

Triple____  Quad
Smoking Single

Departure_

Double

Room ra tes  apply 48  hou rs prior to  a n d  
following th e  reunion  d a te s . All ra te s  a re  
subject to s ta te  an d  local tax e s . C urrent 
tax ra te  is 9% . Tax ra te  is su b jec t to 
change. R ese rva tions  m ust be  received  
by the hotel no  later than  S ep tem b e r 1, 
1 9 9 3 . A fte r th is  d a t e ,  r e s e r v a t io n  
r e q u e s ts  c a n  on ly  b e  a c c e p te d  o n  a  
s p ac e  available  basis .

A dvance deposit enclo sed .

COMPLIMENTARY TRANSPORTATION 

•  A vailable an d  p rov ided  by 
R ad isso n  Inn to  a n d  from  Airport,

Other Special Requests_

If Arriving After 6 :00  P.lvl., 
P le a se  G u a ra n tee  Room  

For Late Arrival by Com pleting 
The Following Information:

Card Type:

CREDIT CARD GUARANTEE 

Number; Exp.Date;

Required Signature:

THE ARDENNES TANKER
The "C all to A rm s” in Ancient Days 
Brought men to war in varied ways.
Now men arrive to swell the ranks 
In armor, clad in mighty tanks.

The horseman charged into the fray  
To cut the fo e  - to lead the way.
Now tankmen roll on turning tracks 
With mounted guns on armoured backs.

This roving fortress roams the land 
With blazing guns to take command.
It churns through ice and ARDENNES snow 
To open the roads where soldiers go.
These daring men with nerves o f  steel 
Lead Armies in the battle reel.
Sherman, Patton and Abram s tanks 
They have our praise and heartful thanks.

John E. McAuliffe, CO.M. 347th INF. REGT.

YOUR HELP NEEDED!
A ttention Battle of the Bulge V eterans and  Fam ilies: A one 
hour docum entary about the Battle of the Bulge is being 
produced for the Public B roadcasting Series (PBS) 'T he 
A m erican Experience." If you have diaries, photographs, or 
movies from your Bulge experiences, w ritten or taken during 
the Bulge from 16 D ecem ber 1944 through its end in Janu­
ary, 1945, please contact: M ark Zwonitzen, Lennon D ocu­
m entary G roup, 225 W est 26th Street, New York, New York 
10001. Telephone: 212-463-9890. FAX: 212-229-1439.

Up F ro n t w ith  Willie & J o e
by Bill Mauldin Reprinted in The Stars and Stripes Courtesy of Bill Mauldin

“ Nonsense. S-2 reported that machine gun silenced hours ago. 
Stop Wiggling your fingers at me.”
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A PIECE OF 
VVVVII PUZZLE?

Joseph Kuhar, o f G ainesville Virginia, keeps a p iece of 
one o f history’s most intriguing puzzles about a notorious 
Nazi war criminal tucked away safely in his briefcase.

[V ie  fo llow in g  ed ited  article by Chris L aSonde  
appeared  in ihe Fuiurnac iWevvs, O ctober 22, 1992]

...In M ay 1941. R udolf I less parachulcd  in to  history, ostensibly on a 
mission to  open  pcace talks with the British. C ap tu red  by a Scottish 
farm er, ife ss  spen t the rem ainder o f the w ar in captivity.

A fte r the war, the A llies tried  H ess at the N urem berg  W ar Crim e 
I riais. C onvicted, he spent the rest o f his life at Spandau Prison in 
Berlin. My'siery shrouds even the na tu re  o f his death  in A ugust 1987.

W hy did H ess m ake the jum p from  the fr>'ing pan in to  the fire? As 
scholars and m ilitary h isto rians delve d eep e r into the mystery, theories 
abound. W as I less a victim o f an opera tion  run by ik itish  m ilitary intcl- 
iigor.cc, as som e claim? W as he sen t by H itler?  !)id  he act on his o'ati? 
W as H ess even the m an who m ade the flight, o r  was the m an a double?

A th ea te r ow ner in I'u ida, G erm any, handed a young so ld ier a reel of 
.35mm film which may help answ er those questions in 1945. l> .a t so ld ier 
was K uhar. w ho had served with the 3!^rd Special S ov ice  C om pany His 
unjt provided a place fo r soldiers fresh off the front to  relax. Showing 
"G oing M y Way" 200 tim es across the continen t, trucking in b ee r and 
soda and setting  up a L’SO show w ere all in a day's work for him.

W'ar's end  found him with the A rm y o f O ccupation in Fulda serving 
prim arily as a film projectionist at the U nion 'I liea te r. W hen Mickey 
Kooney and E^obby B reen decided to  pay a visit to  I'uida, K uhar wound 
up with the job  o f settm g up the show. I'he U nion had no stage, so 
K uhar w ent to  the tow n’s o th e r  thea tc r--the  Lichtspiel.

W hile craw ling around  under the stage, searching for any structural 
ciavN's caused b y /\ii!c d  bom os ngs in the area. K uhar discovered a cache 
ot tires, sugar and petrol--all item s still strictly rationed.

Perhaps nerv^ous about the im plication of being caught with black- 
marKci goods, the Licispiel ow ner, H erm an Bccker. handed K uhan d 
r r r l  i-jf fih-jT as a p ttare offe.rinv.

'I'h rough his in terp re ter, K uhar learned that the film was a new sreel to  
be shown befo re the main a ttrac tion  in May 1941. Im m ediately after 
I less’ night May 10, Joseph G oebbels, m inister o f propaganda, sen t word 
that the film was not to be showTi. No explanation  was ever given.

K uhar b roughi the film to the a tten tion  o f his superiors, but with the 
w ar over, intelligence expressed little in terest in a dusty newsreel.

K uhar b rough i it back to the sta les in his duffle bag. It was not until 
many years la te r that his curiosity  got the best o f him T h e  film could 
be run only on a th ea te r p ro jec to r so  K uhar persuaded  the sta ff o f a 
lorni playhouse lo  give him a private showing.

I'here on the screen was R udolf Hess. T he deputy  reichsfuhrer was 
first show'n a t the dedication o f a new w arplane with G erm an  industria l­
ists Dr. F erry  Porsche and W illie M esserschm idt. 'I'he next show shows 
a veritable w ho’s who o f the Nazi Party  at the opening  o f  the R eichstag 
in Berlin. H ess again is showTi in the footage.

Did H itle r denounce H ess' mission as "pacifist delusions" by 
prearrangem ent with his deputy, o r  was he severing all tics with a man 
he thought had gone round  the bend?

K uhar d o esn ’t speculate on why the Cierm an leade r decided the film 
was not to  be shown to the G erm an populace. "I d o n ’t have a theory 
e.Kcept w hat I hold in my hands," K uhar said. 'T m  in terested  in finding 
out the tru th  for no reason o th e r  than  curiousity."

A uthorities said H ess hung him self in a prison green house, bu t s ta te ­
m ents from  his d o c to r indicated that he was not physically capable of 
com m itting  suicide in that m anner, l l i e  lam p cord allegedly used in the 
suicide and  the green house w ere destroyed shortly  a fte r H ess’ death.

K uhar has w ritten  to  H ess' son W olf R udiger H ess, abou t the film. 
W^olf H ess is still prob ing  the unusual events connected  to  his fa th e r’s 
death , and  expressed an in terest in seeing the film.

Recently, the K G B  unsealed docum ents which may shed new light on 
the mystery. B ritish involvem ent in the affair includes a set of 
docum ents sealed until 2016.

W hether K uhar’s film answ ers an im portan t question  is doubtful. 
W hether he holds in his hands an im portan t piece o f history is not.

AS I REMEMBER
On D ecem ber 20, 1944, Com pany D  o f the 14th Tank 
Battalion, 9th A rm ored D ivision, was in the Ardennes 
when we were ordered to m ove forward to m eet the 
enem y. I had the third tank but, after proceeding a short 
distance, w e m ade an about face W'hich placed m e as the 
lead tank.

W e proceeded along this other road and Imoved slowly 
as we approached the crest o f a hill. Suddenly, we were 
hit by a bazooka fired by a soldier hidden in the woods.

I rem em ber the blast. I had my head above the tank 
turret and the blast b lew  off my helm et. T he shell 
penetrated the tank, hitting both the driver and the 
assistant driver (bow  gunner).

The lank had an autom atic transmi.ssion. W hen the 
driver was hit, he slum ped in his seat with his foot on the 
gas pedal so we proceeded down the road with no one 
driving. 1 was unable to get down into the driver’s seat.

W e travelled about a quarter o f a m ile into enem y  
territory and stopped after hittmg a tree. T he bazooka 
had cut our wires so  the gun did not work. I could not get 
a call back on the tank radio.

Both the driver and assistant driver w ere dead. Ervin 
Erickson was the driver. I believe the assistant driver was 
G roboski. G eorge K elley was the gunner.

W e started to the rear when we ran right into Germ an  
soldiers. W e w ere taken to a hearby house and 
ititc! logated . iiic y  took oui o veish oes and oveicoats. W'c 
were shelled by the A m ericans that night.

W >. d id  n o r  re .r r iv p . a n v  f o n d  t h e  fir<;! fp.w H av^ A f l r r  

about a week, w'e w'ere put in Stallag 4-B wdth about 300p 
A m ericans and Englishm en. W e spent only a few days 
there. In the four m onths I was a prisoner, we were in 
three PO W  camps. W e w ere fed once a day with three 
slices o f sawdust bread and a small bowl o f soup with a 
few strings o f horse meat.

Bui we w ere not fed every day. O ncc wc w ere lockcd in 
a train box car for five days without anything to eat or 
drink. W e travelled only about 50 m iles since our 
airplanes w ere blowing up the tracks.

A nother tim e we w ere on a tram that was strafed by two 
English fighter planes that hit the engine and first two 
cars, killing most o f  those in the cars. I was lucky since I
w a s  i i i  t l ' i C  t l ' i i i u  C a t .

During the four m onths as prisoner, I was bom bed or 
strafed almost every day by A m erican or English planes.

W e were told that w e w'alked about 400 m iles during the 
four m onths. M en often dropped along the w-ay, too weak 
to go  any further. 1 often w ondered what happened to 
them.

In the four m onths, w e received on R ed Cross parcel 
divided betw een four m en. G eorge K elley and I were 
together until we w ere liberated.

I w'as liberated by the Enghsh at M unster, Germany, on 
April 16, 1945. I was weak and sick from diarrhea when  
taken to a hospital in France. A fter about 10 days, I was 
transported by airplane to a hospital in Topeka, Kansas. 
I weighed 96 pounds. I stayed there three m onths and was 
then discharged.

(C ontinued on Page 28)
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REPORT OF 
THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE

The V BO B Nominating Committee has prepared the following slate of officers to serve 
on the Executive Council for the 1993-94 fiscal year. Their pictures and biographies are 
submitted herewith for your information. They will be presented for election at the 
Reunion in Bismarck, North Dakota.

PRESIDENT: WILLIAM P. TAYMAN
William P, Taym an presently  VBOB Executive Vice President, joined 
VBOB in N ovem ber, 1984. b ecom ing  a  life m em b er in N ovem ber 
1987. During th ese  years he h as a tten d ed  the  Executive Council 

M eetings on a regular basis. Bill has 
served a s  C hairm an of the VBOB 
P o stag e  S tam p  C om m ittee: C hairm an 
of the VBOB B udget C om m ittee  for FY- 
91 and  FY-92; C haired the 47th 
Anniversary C om m em oration; and  is 
p resen tly  C hairm an of the VBOB 50th 
Anniversary C om m em oration . From the 
inception  of the  BOB Historical 
F o u n d a tio n , he h a s  se rv ed  a s  
Com ptroller. He is a  Life M em ber of

■  the  DAV, belonging to the  Arlington-
Fairfax C hapter. He served in the 87th 
Infantry Division, C om pany  C, 345th 
R egim ent, and v^as w ounded  in the 
Battle of the  Bulge by m achine gun fire. 

^ H i s  military deco ra tio n s included the 
French Croix d e  G uerre v/ith Bronze Star, both  the Silver and  Bronze 
Stars, the  Purple Heart and  C om bat infantry Badge,

Born in the  District of C olum bia, he received his formal education  
flt G eorge W ashington University and  D epartn ien t of C om m erce, 
NBS G raduate  School. Bill retired from the  U.S. Geological Survey 
in August 1984 a s  Chief of the  Optical Science Section in tne 
National M apping Division. Before com ing to the  GS he v^as with the  
National Bureau of S tandards; there  he worked in the  Optical Physics 
Division. Bill is au thor of over 12 p a p e rs  in p ho togram m etry  on 
aerial m app ing  c am era s  and  lenses.

EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT: EMERY B. ANTONUCC!

m ajor c am p aig n s  w ere the  Battle of the 
Bulge. Colm ar Pocket, an d  the  Ruhr 
Pocket.

He retired from the Prudential 
Insurance C om pany  after 30 years of 
service. During th is period he sp en t 16 
years »n m anugerncrit a s  a  cs 'cg 
m an ag er and  14 years a s  a  sa lesm an .

Currently. Emery works two d ay s a 
w eek  a t th e  A lexandria  Police 
D epartm ent in Alexandria, Virginia, a s  
the Volunteer C oordinator m an ag in g  a 
staff of 86 volunteers.

Emery h as b een  a  regular a tte n d ee  at 
VBOB Executive Council m ee tin g s and 
Treasurer,

h a s  served a s  Assistant

VICE PRESIDENT, M EM BERSHIP: LESTER M. BORNSTEIN
Lester served with the  168th Engineer C om bat Battalion for 2-1/2 
years and participated  in five cam p a ig n s  in the  ETO. During the 
Battle of the Bulge his unit w as a ss ig n e d  a s  infantry in d e fen se  of St. 
Vith. He received the Bronze Star for Valor in the  assau lt crossing  of

Administration.

the  Rhine River,
L ester g ra d u a te d  from  B oston 

University in 1949. where he received 
D esig n a ted  D istingu ished  Military 
G raduate  from ROTC and  accep ted  a 
Regular Army C om m ission a s  2nd Lt. 
M.S.C. He w as assig n ed  to Walter 
R eed  Army M edical C en ter in 
W ashington, D.C., from 1949 to 1950.

At the outbreak of the Korean War he 
w as sen t to the Far East, where he 
o p en ed  a  station hospital in Sasebo, 
Ja p a n , in 1950. He served a s  adjutant 
of the  hospital for th ree  years. He 
resigned  his Army C om m ission in 1953 
to a ttend  Yale University where he 
ob tained  a  M asters in Hospital 

Retired from the  active reserve in 1969.

VICE PRESIDENT, CHAPTER COORDINATION: GROVER C. 
TWINER
Grover currently ser'.^es V^BOB as  Vice President for M em bership He 
h as also  served a s  President and  Secretary  of the Maryland/District 
of C olum bia C hapter of VBOB. He has regularly a tten d ed  Executive 
Coupcl* meetlnos ---------------

Born and  ed u ca ted  in Mississippi.
Grover w as o rdered  to active duty with 
the  M ississippi National Guard in 
N ovem ber of 1940. He w as transferred 
to the  30th Infantry Division, 117th 
Infantry in Novem ber, 1943. His 
division en tered  the  continent of Europe 
ih ro u ah  O m aha Beach In Ju n e . 1944.

The division participated in ail actions in 
its a ssig n ed  tasks, from St. Lo through 
France, Belgium, Holland and  G erm any 
to  M agdeburg  on the  Elbe (including a 
side trip to the Battle of Ardennes).

m w : £ m m

Awards included three Bronze Stars, five Battle Stars (ETO), CIB, 
several Presidential Unit Citations a s  well a s  Belgian and French 
Ferigeire. He sep a ra ted  from the Army of the United S tates In 
January , 1946.

After his d ischarge, Grover com ple ted  his education  and  joined the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation in Sep tem ber, 1947. He retired from 
the  FBI in January , 1972. He h as held several responsib le  positions 
with the police d ep artm en t and in the  real e sta te  industry,

VICE PRESIDENT, MILITARY AFFAIRS: PETER G. DOUNiS 
Peter w as born In the  District of C olum bia, where he a tten d ed  public 
schoo ls prior to going into the  Army on N ovem ber 11, 1943. After 
d isch arg e  from the service he a tten d ed  the  University of Maryland 
and  G eorge W ashington University.

Peter had IRTC basic  training a t C am p Blanding, Florida, and was 
sh ipped  out from there to C am p Atterbury, Indiana, where he was 
a ss ig n e d  to the  106th Infantry Division, 422nd Regim ent, 1st 
Battalion, C om pany  C. From there  he w as sh ipped  to C am p Butner,
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North Carolina, where he was assigned 
to the 89th Infantry Division, 354th 
Regiment, 2nd Battalion, Company E. 
From there he headed for the ETO with 
the 75th Infantry Division, 291st 
Regiment, 2nd Battalion, Company G, 
where he served in three cam paigns 
(including the Battle of the Bulge). He 
returned to the States and was dis­
charged from the Army on April 27, 
1946.

Pete has served in various capacities 
with the American Legion and DAV,

He was in printing sales for 37 years 
and 42 years in the printing business. 

He still does som e brokerage work from his home in Silver Spring, 
Maryland.

He is a Life/Charter m em ber and has been actively involved in 
VBOB for many years, having served as Vice President for Military 
Affairs for the last two years.

TREASURER: PETER F. LESLIE, JR.
Peter is a VBOB Life Member and is currently serves as VBOB 
Treasurer and serves as a Director of the Battle of the Bulge 
Historical Foundation. He also formed the VBOB Arizona Chapter in 
1993.

He was born in Amsterdam, Netherlands, and has been a U.S. 
citizen since 1933. He was educated in Hawthorne, New Jersey. He 
was employed in the truck equipm ent industry since 1938 and was 
the sole owner of Steelfab, Inc. (regional truck body manufacturer) 
from 1967 to 1985. He retired in 1986.

Peter entered the U.S. Army on 27 
December, 1942, and served with the 
511th Engineer Light Ponton Company, 
having been awarded five battle stars 
(including the Ardennes) and the 
following medals: Good Conduct, 
American Service, ETO Service, Army of 
Occupation, Victory, Silver Star and the 
AES De Fluery Medal. He was 
discharged in 1945. He entered the 
New Jersey Army National Guard in 
1949 and was discharged in 1953- 
serving with Bridge Company, 104th 

Engineers.
Peter is also a m em ber of CEBA, VFW, and Charter Member Army 

Engineer Association. He serves as unofficial historian of the 511th 
Engineers.

His goal is to supervise VBOB expenditures and hasten completion 
of VBOB's new data base into a format easy to administer and 
supervise. He has the necessary computer equipm ent and 
knowledge of com puters to see that his goal is achieved.

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY: DOROTHY S. DAVIS
Dorothy has served VBOB in many capacities: Health Affairs Officer; 
Executive Officer of the Battle of the Bulge Historical Foundation; 
Historian; Chairman of the Historical Foundation Dinner Gala 
Planning Committee; Member of the Reunion Planning Committee; 
President of the Battle of the Bulge 
Historical Foundation; Assistant for the 
Battle of the Bulge Gallery; National 
Recording Secretary; etc.

She served from February, 1944, to 
February, 1946 in the Army Nurse 
Corps, with the 57th Reid Hospital in 
the ETO, providing medical support to 
the casualties of the Central Europe 
Campaign, Battle of the Bulge, Colmar 
Pocket, Rhineland Campaign and 
prisoner of war cam ps.

Dorothy has served for five years as 
President of the Battle of the Bulge Historical Foundation; 
participated with historians in research on the WWII Ardennes

\  .

Campaign; and provides administrative guidance for preserving the 
history of the Battle of the Bulge.

Dorothy has extensive experience in American Red Cross volunteer 
leadership assignm ents, with responsibilities for designing programs 
to m eet community health needs and for recruiting, training and 
supervising volunteers to serve in these programs.

She attended the University of Minnesota, University of Maryland, 
American University, Howard University, and the University of 
Chicago.

RECORDING SECRETARY: BEVERLEY VAN HOUTEN
Beverley has been a m em ber of VBOB since 1982 and currently is 
an Associate Life Member.

She has served a s  Corresponding 
Secretary for the years 1988 through
1992. She is currently serving as 
Recording Secretary.

Throughout her association with 
VBOB, Beverley has served In many 
capacities.

She ably assisted her husband, Bob, 
with the m any tasks which were 
involved in his activities during his 
service as Vice President for Chapter 
Coordination.

The Nominating Committee has given careful consideration to the 
above slate of candidates and feels that each proposed officer will 
perform the duties of his/her office in an excellent manner.

Respectfully submitted,

Darrell Kuhn, Chairman 
VBOB Nominating Committee

V E T E R A N S  A F F A I R S  A P P E A L S :
“ E lig ib ility  /  B enefit; C laim ants fo r V A  benefits have the 

right to appeal determ inations m ade by a  V A  regional office o r 
m edical center. N o t all field determ inations are appealable but 
those dealing w ith com pensation  or pension benefits, education 
benefits, w aiver o f  recovery  o f  overpaym ents, and reim burse­
m ent o f unauthorized m edical services are typical issues which 
m ay be appealed  to the B oard o f  V eteran Appeals.

Tim e L im its /  W here to File: A claim ant had one year from 
the date o f  the notification  to file an appeal. An appeal initiated 
by filing a  “ N otice o f  D isagreem ent”  in w hich the claim ant 
ex p resses  h is  o r  h e r d issa tisfac tio n  and  requests  appella te  
review . T his notice o f  D isagreem ent should be filed with the 
D epartm en t o f  V eterans A ffairs facility , such as a  regional 
office or m edical center, responsible fo r m aking the determ ina­
tion.

Follow ing receip t o f  a  N otice o f D isagreem ent, the D epart­
m ent o f  V eterans A ffairs o ffice  w ill furn ish  the claim ant a 
‘S tatem ent o f  the C ase’ setting for the issue, facts, appUcable 
law  and  regulations, and the reasons for the determ ination.

T o com plete the request fo r appeal, the claim ant m ust file a 
‘S u b stan tiv e  A p p ea l’ w ith in  60  days a fte r the date  o f  the 
Statem ent o f  the C ase, o r w ithin one year from  the notification 
o f  the orig inal determ ination , w hichever is later.”

W hat d ifference does it m ake to the dead, the orphans, and the 
hom eless, w hether the m ad destruction  is w rought under the 
nam e o f  to talitarianism  o r the holy  nam e o f  liberty or 
dem ocracy? M A H A T M A  G A N D H I
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PANDORA’S BOX 
The Trouble with History
[H istory is not only a subject that m any students have 
trouble with, it is a lso  som ething that changes with 
alm ost every retelling. It is not only beauty that is in the 
eye o f  the beholder—som etim es history suffers from  the 
sam e type o f  ogling.

We have been collecting histories an d  it is our intention 
to  print portions dealing with the Battle o f  the Bulge from  
as m any o f  them  as possib le  because we believe they will 
be o f  interest to  you.

We will a lso provide space under the "Pandora's Box" 
headline fo r  those o f  you  who have seen "history^" with 
another set o f  eyes. We d o  not intend to  get into a 
squabble with our m em bers or cause our m em bers to 
squabble with each other. Our p o licy  will be to  print 
you r history^ as you  subm it it an d  then allow  those with 
a bone o f  contention to  present their view poin t in the 
next issue, infom xation received after the im m ediately  
fo llow ing issue will not be printed. WE WILL P R IN T  
O N L Y  R E B U T T A L S  F R O M  U N ITS O R A N  IN D IV ID ­
U AL'S O W N  A C C O U N T -N O T  SECO N D -.H AN D  
IN F O R M A T IO N J

Reference: 761ST M EDIUM  TANK BATTALION  
The 87TH INFANTRY DIVISION has written quite a 

lengthy response to the claim s in the history with respect to 
the "Taking o f Tiilet," in the February issue. In no way does 
the 87th wish to discount other successfui exploits o f the 
tank battalion. The following are excerpts from the 
iiiiorniatiori tucy sUL/rnittccAi

From  the book w ritten  by C h arles  B. M acD onald , U.S. A rm y  
in  W IV U: I'he IxLSt Offensive:

Page 35--Victory in the A rdennes: "M iddleton had in addition the 
17th A irborne  Division and  two new com ers to  the front, the 11th 
A rm ored  Division and the 87th In fantry  Division, which G eneral 
B radley has specifically directed to  be em ployed at Bastogne lest 
Patton  stin t the offensive there  in favor o f his chcrishcd drive near 
the base of the Bulge."

Page 39 -V icto ry  in the A rdennes: "For the 87th Infantry Division, 
trying to  b reak in to  the crossroads se ttlem en t o f T iilet. midway 
betw een B astogne and St. H ubert, the fighting proved bitterly 
frusiraiing  as every an em p i m ei sharp  riposte frum  liie ru ch it;i 
Begleit B rigade—an o th e r eh te  unit heavy in a rm o r—that had been 
created  from  H itle r’s household guard.

"Even the affected units m ade no precip ita te  exodus, but instead 
executed the Icmd ot gradual, grudgm g w ithdrawal that notnxJy OiO 
b e tte r  than the G erm ans with the ir penchant fo r coun te r attack 
w henever and  w herever a position approached  the untenable.

"Not until the  th ird  day o f the renew ed offensive. 11 January', did 
any firm indication o f  w ithdrawal develop in the west wing o f  the 
VIII C orps. T he 87th In fan try  Division, a fte r finally having en tered  
Tiilet the night before found the G erm ans pulling hack abandoning 
St. I lubert and  several sm aller towns, bu t leaving behind rear guards, 
roadblocks and  deadly quilts o f mines."

They point out "there is no m ention o f the 761st--ahhough  
other arm ored divisions w ere mentioned."

Kxcerpt from  le tte r w ritten  by R obert J . VVat.son regard ing  a 
movie concern ing  the 761st M edium  T an k  B attalion:

"...advance publicity indicates that the 761st T ank B attalion 
captured the town o f T iilet, Belgium. W hatever successes the 76lsi 
T ank B attalion  m ay have enjoyed (and  I do  not deny them  any 
glory), it should not include the cap tu re  o f T iilet. Belgium.

" I was in T iilet from January  6 to  10, 1945, except fo r about 5 o r 
6 hours o f the night o f  January  6 spent at the 3rd B attalion aid

station  up the w oods on G ircm ont Station Hill overlooking Tille*.
"I know o f where I am speaking bccause Com pany "I," 346th 

Infantry. 87th Division, took the town o f I'illet by "house-to-house" 
fighting. 'H ie four day attack was responsible for the a ttrition  from 
80 m en and 4 officers to  the final count o f 30 m en and 1 officer 
(niyselO- T he battle was exceptionally b itte r and the only 
"Congressional M edal of H onor” fo r the 87th Infantry Division was 
aw arded posthum ously to  C urtis Shoup, a m em ber o f Com pany T  
in tha t battle."

Excerpis from  m Ju iiuu iy  22, 1945, sioiy in  ihc Chicago 
N ew s concerning I J .  G lenn J . Dom an, com m ander o f 1st 
P latoon  o f Com pany "K," 87th In fan try  Division, and  his 
T e r r ib le  20."

l ln  the Town o f  h l le t j  ..."Ihe  T e rrib le  20' attacked at 4:30 a.m., and 
the seven-hour battle  began.

"D om an and a small group took a position in the first house while 
the o thers surrounded  the G erm ans in the house across the street. 
W ith G erm ans firing from every window o f the second house, the 
doughboys crept to  windows and hurled in phosphorous bom bs and 
grenades.

"Pt'c. W alter M uddier, o f D etro it, held a grenade in each hand 
tow ard Sgt. D onald A. C orbin, o f Zanesville, O hio, and said: T u ll 
the pins fo r me and I can throw  them  bo th .’ T hen he crept closer 
and plan ted  both in an upstairs window, draw ing scream s from the 
G erm ans.

"M achine gun fire betw een the two houses cut off D om an’s group 
from the fighting. A G erm an officer slipped behind Corbin in the 
stree t, grabbed him around  the neck and dem anded his surrender.
Sgt. Cmii J. Tiger, o f A llentown. Pennsylvania, rescued Corbin by 
jam m ing a burp  gun in the G erm an’s side and shooting him.

"D om an and H orton  went to  an exposed position on the roo f and 
began firing their only bazooka in to  the house across the street. 
T h e y  scream ed each time we fired.’ D om an said, ‘and w hen they 
stream ed out dow nstairs my boys got 15 o r 20 with tom my guns and 
bazookas.

"A bout that tim e D om an saw 70 G erm ans approaching for a 
counter-attack  and he organized his T e rr ib le  20' in the first house 
for a defense. He called on the artillery for support until 105- 
m iiiim eier sheiis w’iih an SO-yard bia^i laugc w cie falling 50 yards 
away. H e kepi up the spirit o f his boys by loud chat on the radio 
back to  the com m and post. ‘Send us lucky strikes. T he G erm ans 
need a sm oke (m eaning am m unition was needed),* he shouted  so ail 
could hear.

" i f  we are  going lo  get this place cleaned up for officers’ mess, 
send me som e m ore Ci.l s like I’ve got with m e.' ‘A nd send me a 
field m anual v.^th a school soluison to r a situation hke this, i'hey 
never taught me what to do  at Fort B enning.’

"It was like that for alm ost seven hours as the lioys laughed and 
killed G erm ans all around  iiiein. A  G en n an  tank app ioachcd  and 
began firing into the house. W ith the ir am m unition pr?*ctic?.!!y 
exhausted the ‘T errib le  20’ finally managed to  w ithdraw  carrying 
their one w ounded man,

"W hen two o th e r com panies took Tiilet the next day they found 80 
G erm an fc c t- th c  bodies were so to rn  up from grenades and 
bazooka fire they couid not be counted—in the house across the 
s tree t. T h irteen  bodies were found outside the house and about 50 
bodies were found on various arcs fronting both  houses."

The 87th also states "It is hard to write a letter of 
disclam ation, but we, the living, must carry the torch, and in 
honor o f our many who died there—(also the 761st. it must 
be written!"

JO H N  E. M cAULIFFE, 87TH INFANTRY DIVISION, 347 
INFANTRY, writes, in part:

...'"rhe 761st Tank B attalion was the first and only all black tank 
batta lion  in G en. G eorge P a tto n ’s T hird  Army. T hey have an 
enviable service record from  the time they moved to  France on 
Octol>er 16. and w ere assigned to  P a tto n ’s T hird  Army.

"T'he 87th Infantry- Division and its three regim ents were the 
prim ary a ttackers on the tow'ns o f T iilet, Rem agne, B onnerue and 
P ironpre in the area to

(Continued on P age 20)
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Pandora’s Box (Continued from Page 19)
"close the important March-Bastogne road, in early January. 1945. 
The 761st assisted and gave support.

"I will not deny Gates the accolades he bestows upon his 
distinguished group in his account of Tillet, but in doing so he 
underplays and gives negative ‘left-handed’ due to the 87th Infantry 
Division, i.e., ‘they died by the score,’ and ‘in desperate efforts to 
take the town-which they did not do until--.’

"This is not the first article by members of the 761st Tank 
Battalion in which they slight the 87th Infantry Division in the battle 
of Tillet. They have been called on this before, and in their Video 
Tape of Liberators, Fighting on Two Fronts, they give no mention 
whatever of the part the 87th Division played in Tillet. while 
narrating their exploits in Tillet. These accounts do not tell the 
whole truth about I'illet.

"...If one is going to talk about that battle [TillctI, positive mention 
should be attributed to the main characters--the 87th Infantry 
Division-and not in after thought, negative manner.

"...Let’s tell the whole truth about Tillet. and give crcdit where it 
is due."

Dedicated to my old buddies^ past and present 
who were in the ETO.

D u rin g  m an y  tr ip s  in  life, w e find  
O u rse lv e s  ru s h in g  o n  d re a ry  ro a d s  
U n y ie ld in g , b o rin g , rig id , s tra ig h t 
N ev er d o  th e y  g en tly  w ind;
U n til th e  lim e  w e w alk  th e  c o u n try  lan e s  
A t a b le s se d  ag e  a n d  slow  o u r  gait.

Michael J. Williams - 87 INH) 345 INF 212 ENGRS C CO

12/21/44 Lt. Ruth N. Haddick of Greensboro, MD arranging Christmas 
tree decorations during a party for nurses of the 51st Evacuation Hospital 
near front lines in Germany.

U.S.Army Signal C orps

T he tro o p s  w ill m a rc h  in , th e  b a n d s  w ill p lay , tlie  c ro w d s w ill 
cheer, a n d  in fo u r d a y s  ev e ry o n e  w ill h av e  fo rg o tten . T h en  w e 
w ill be  to ld  w e h a v e  to  se n d  in m o re  troops. I t ’s like tak ing  a 
d rink . T h e  e ffe c t w ea rs  o ff. a n d  y o u  h av e  to  take anotlier. 

JO H N  F. K E N N E D Y

ARE YOUR DUES DUE?

ll-TI’K Till:
KAITLE

Jean Paul Pallud
SIZE 12"X8y2" 544 PAGES 
1260 ILLUSTRATIONS 31 M APS 
ISBN 0 900913 40 1 $ 9 5 .0 0

A superb book from the publishers o f

THE BATTLE OF THE B U L ^
THEN AND NOW

The rem arkable im partia lity  o f  M r Pallud's calm , m e a su re d  reportage  g ive s  th e  reader  
con fidence  th a t th e  narrative is as free from  d is to rtio n  a s a n y  a cco u n t can  b e . . .  a  da u n tin g ly  
m a ssive  b o o k . . .  m a je s t ic . . .  carefu lly reca p tio n ed  p h o to g ra p h s  for a u th e n tic a te d  accuracy  
. . .  in tricate s ta tis tica l da ta  on  eve ry  p h a se  a n d  a sp e c t o f  p lann ing , o p era tions a n d  a fterm a th .

THEDAILYTELEGRAPH

N ine d a y s  b e fo re  C h r is tm a s  1944 H itler p lay e d  G e rm a n y 's  la s t c a rd , on  w h ich  h e  s ta k e d  
e v e ry th in g  to  tu rn  th e  ta b le s  in th e  W est. T h e  m a s s iv e , s tu n n in g  b lo w  h e  s tru c k  in e a s te rn  
B elg ium  c a u g h t  th e  A llies to ta lly  u n a w a re s ,  y e t a w e e k  la te r  th e  p a n z e rs  h a d  still n o t c ro s s e d  
th e  M e u se  in th e  f irs t p h a s e  o f a n  a m b it io u s  a tta c k  a im e d  a t re c a p tu r in g  A n tw e rp  a n d  cu ttin g  
off th e  A llied fo rc e s  to  th e  n o rth . T h is  i s t h e f i r s t t im e  th a t  a n  a t te m p t  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  to  c o v e r  
th e  e n tire  s a lie n t in o rd e r  to  p re s e n t  th e  b a ttle  in th e  'th e n  a n d  n o w ' fo rm a t fo r  w h ich  A fter  the  
B aff/e p u b lic a tio n s  a re  re n o w n e d . H u n d re d s  o f m ile s  h a v e  b e e n  tra v e lle d  by  th e  a u th o r  
th ro u g h o u t  e v e ry  c o rn e r  o f  th e  b a ttle fie ld  to  s e a rc h  o u t  th e  s c e n e s  o f p a s t  e v e n ts , a n d  th e  fac t 
th a t  m a n y  p re v io u s ly  p u b lis h e d  p h o to g r a p h s  h a v e  n o w  b e e n  p in p o in te d  h a s  e n h a n c e d  th e ir  
s ig n ific a n ce  a cc o rd in g ly . E very  k n o w n  p h o to g ra p h  b e lo n g in g  to  c o m b a ta n ts ,  c iv ilian s, a n d  in 
p u b lic  c o lle c tio n s  a n d  p r iv a te  s o u rc e s  h a s  b e e n  s o u g h t  o r  c o n s id e re d . All th e  c in e  film  h a s  
b e e n  e x a m in e d  f ra m e  b y  f ra m e  a n d  c e r ta in  s e q u e n c e s  illu s tra te d  a n d  a n a ly se d . In th is  w a y  a 
n u m b e r  o f  c la ss ic  p ic tu re s  a lm o s t  a lw a y s  u se d  —  o r  m is u s e d  —  in d e p ic tin g  th e  A rd e n n e s  
b a ttle  a re  n o t o n ly  p lac ed  in th e ir  c o n te x t  in th e  G e rm a n  a d v a n c e  b u t a re  a ls o  sh o w n  to  b e  n o t 
a lw a y s  q u ite  w h a t  th e y  s e e m !

DISTRIBUTED BY SKY BOOKS INTERNATIONAL INC., 48  EAST 50th  STREET, NEW YORK NY 10022
- K -

From Please send me copies of THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE
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SKY BOOKS INTERNATIONAL INC., 
48 EAST 50TH STREET, NEW YORK, NY 10022
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Members Speak Out
I Som e times we wonder i f  there are any results from  this colum n. Well, 
our m inds are now  at ease, JA M E S SN YD E R , 820171 T A N K  
D E ST R O Y E R  l iA T T A IJ J O N , B  COM PANY, asked to hear from  
m embers o f  his o ld  un it in the D ecem ber issue. H e had  tremendous 
results from  his o ld  buddies. See article which appears elsewhere in this 
issue.]

TKI) HATON, 28'1'H INFANTRY D IVISION , 112TH RKGIM ENT, 
COMPAN'Y "F," w ants to  know if anyone rem em bers (N ick) Popeyc, who 
was Sergeant Steven Paskicwicz in C om pany "1*’" and was w ounded in 
IVancc o r  Belgium. Nick was a buddy o f T e d ’s and passed away at the 
llin cs VA H ospital in Ilines, Illinois, in 1949. T ed  would very much like
lo have a pho to  o f Nick if anyone might have one. l i e  would also like to  
hear from  anyone from  his old outfit. T ed  was a B arm an in five cam paigns 
m H urope and says to  you all "Roll On." W rite to  T ed at: 2717 
Kenilworth A venue, Berwyn, Illinois 60402-2552.

JO H N  W. M ARTIN, 79TH INFANTRY DIVISION, 313TH R1:GIM FNT, 
C OM PAN T "C," w ould like to  find a copy o f the history o f the 79th. 
[Incidentally, we w ould like to have the 79ih's address fo r our records.] 
C ontact John  at: 1000 New H am pshire  A venue, L>'nchburg, V irginia
24502.

ROBKRT BEDVVEU^ 9TH A RM O R ED  DIV ISIO N , CCA, H Q  C O M P .W l, 
IS trying to  locatc anyone from  his unit. I le w rites that when the G erm ans 
su rrendered  he signed up for a furlough to  go hom e and then go fight the 
Japanese. W hen he landed m New Y ork H arbor, the Japanese had 
surrendered . He lost his duffle bag with all his p ictures and addresses in 
It. W rite to  R obert at: 419 M iller S tree t #225. Ixw iston. Idaho 83501.

*>45'rH FIKLI) A R TIM .FR Y  BA'ITALION m em bers who are  in terested  in 
contributing  th e ir m em ories and sto ries to  a history o f the batta lion , write
lo Bill Cosgrove. R ou te  1. Box 196, A rnoldsville, G eorgia 30619.

FRW IN VKRIiOLEN would like to  hear from o thers who were in the BoB. 
W nte to  him at: M eibos 14; B-9200 B assrodc; Bclgiuni.

DONALD B. DEXTER, 106TH INFANTRY DIVISION, 592 FIELD  
AR'I'ILLFRY B A ITA LIO N , COM PANY ”B," would like to  hear from 
anyone ou t there from  his old outfit. W rite to  him: R.D. # 3 . Box 45, 
H annibal. New Y ork 13074-9640.

M ichael W atters w rites to  us abou t his father, CHARI>ES V. W A ITER S, 
who was killed in the B attle o f  the Bulge on C hristm as Day. M ichael has 
very little inform ation. H e believes that his fa ther was in C om pany "I," 
aliliou^u the inform atior. is handv.T:tier. and unclear. T he paper also 
m entions the lOTH INFANTRY D IVISION  (m ay b e  R EG IM EN T). He also 
stales that old le tte rs refer to: Service #394-77-052, C om pany A , 2nd 
Platoon. If you can help M ichael, w rite to  him at: Box 206, Troy, 
M ontana 59935.

JO H N  C IIER N ITSK Y , 2S'rH INFANTRY DIVISION, llO TH  INFANTRY, 
w rites that a book en titled  Voices from  the Foxholes is available. It tells the 
siories o f som e 50 G Is ' m em ories o f the w ar and covers ail com panies of 
the 110th Infantr)' except "M" C om pany as told by soldiers o f all ranks. 
Cost is S23.00 including postage and handling. W rite to: D oro thy  
C hernitsky, 18 C ountry  Club Blvd., U niontow n, Pennsylvania 15401.

G ary Schone would like to  hear from  anyone who rem em bers PV'l’. 
HOWARD P E T I'IT  o r  any one w ho can provide inform ation abou t the 
cam paigns o f the 34TH SIGNAL L K H IT  C O N STRU C TIO N  BA ITALION 
W rite 10 Gar>' at: 802 W est 5th S treet, # 1 , R edficld, South D akota 57469-
2027.

I 'o o n  L. A ndreas has becom e in terested  in W orld W ar II and during one 
o f his trips to  a m ilitary "shop" he found a solid bronze, cast, 
com m em orative plaque. T he plaque is in re lief w ith an A m erican soldier 
and flag on one side, a G erm an  tank and flag on the right side. U p near 
the top  it reads: "A IR B O R N E " and "NUTS," along the bo ttom  it says:

"D E C  44 B A STO G N E." Can any o f you help Tryon with knowledge 
abou t this? W rite to  him at: 433 W est W'alworth S treet, Eikhorm , | 
W isconsin 5.1121.

FRANK J . H ERNDON, 26TH INFANTRY DIVISION, 104TH INFANTRY, 
COMPAN"Y A, would like to  know if anyone knows w here THOM AS 
HURLEY is now. H e did live at 15 C arol I'errace in A lbany, New York.
If you know w rite to  Frank at: Rhea Co. Highway, Spring City, T ennessee 
37381.

M em bers o f  the 3RD ARM ORED DIVISION, S E kV IC h  COM PANT. have 
been holding reunions and a re  searching for the following missing 
m em bers: K ENNETH I -  I^VAN (B ethleham . Pennsylvania); KENNTTrH 
P. K IM B LE (Lubbock. Texas); and JO H N  PIC C O LI (New York, New 
Y ork). (T hese are 1943 addresses.) Can you help. If so, write to: Mary 
V. V alliere. 51 C uster S treet, B rockton, M assachusetss 02401.

STANLEYC. WALLACE, 2 IfT H  FIELD  ARTILLERY BATTALION, writes 
that he has never heard a word from anyone from his old group. Can 
anyone ou t there  oblige him ? W'rite to  him at: 8464 Roswell Street, 
V^entura, C alifornia 93004-2109. (Incidentally, i f  there is an association for  
this group, please send us the address ]

JO H N  C. FISH ER, SR., with e ither the 26TH o r  90TH INFANTRY 
D IVISION, was killed in action of D ecem ber 14, 1944. His son would very 
m uch like to  hear from anyone who served with his father. John (Sr.) had 
been  a S/Sgt with the 26th Division N ational G uard . If you rem em ber 
him, please write to  his son as follows: John  C. Fisher, Jr., c /o  John 
M cAuliffe, 425 Pleasant S treet. #1410, W orcester, M assachusetts 01609.

C H E ST E R  HENSRAW , 80TH INFANTRY DIVISION, 318'FH INFANTRY, 
C O M PA N T E, has com piled a list o f 951 m en who served with his group. 
T h e  list contains inform ation from  m orning reports and records the day-to- 
day events o f Com pany E. H e was unable to  get all m orning reports so 
som e o f the m en and events are missing. H e will be glad to  send you a 

1 copy o f  the 53 page docum ent. Just send him S3.85 to  cover the printing 
I  and postage. H is address: 1523 A nglers Drive, N.E., Palm Bay, Florida 
i 32905-4323.

ARMAND V A N D ER H EiuE , y lH  A RM ORED  DIVISION, 2ND TANK 
BA'ITALION, COM PANT C. would like to  know if any one knows how'
many "Bloody "B------ ’s o f Bastogne" there  were. D o you know? A rm and
knows that he was there from  start to  finish. W rite to  A rm and if you can 
help at: 1061 Roscoe S treet, G reen  Bay, W isconsin 54304-3369.

CLYDE S. LEE, 42ND INFANTRY DIVISION, 232ND INFANTRY, would 
' like to  SCO 3 story  about T  ask Force Linden" in The Bugle, if som eone i 

will subm it such a story, w e’ll consider it fo r publication.

Inez Oswait is trying to  find ou t about her b ro th e r 's  service. H is name is 
EARaj IIEV'^TT. She doesn’t know any fu rth e r details o th e r than  he w?s 
killed in the B attle o f the Bulge. If you can help, w rite to  Inez at: Route
1, Box 240, G reenville, Mississippi 38703.

R OBERT T. W ILLIAM S, 296TII COM BAT EN G IN EER  BATTALION, 
w rites to  let us know that the reunion announcem ent in the M ay issue for 
his unit was wrong. [W e do no t know  who sent it in.] He advises that the 
unit did have a reunion July 22-24. 1993. H owever, as this issue will get to 
you in A ugust, you will have to  w rite to  R obert to  find ou t w hat happened. 
H is address is; 61 C edar S treet, Newington, C T  06111. R obert also 
advises that his unit will partic ipate  in D -D ay activities in N orm andy on 
June 6, 1994.

RUTH LON G, 16TH FIELD  H OSPITA L, has been corresponding with 
S im one T o rfe  (o f Belgium), w ho collects U.S. m ilitary souvenirs. Simone 
was 9 years old during the lia ttle  o f the Bulge and her collection started 
as a result o f her adm iration  for A m erican service men. if  you have 
anything you would like to  contribu te  to  Sim one’s collection, please send 
it to  R uth  and  she will forw ard it. R u th ’s address is: 2671 Elmwood 
A venue, K enm ore, New Y ork 14217.

W IL L U M  FREEiVUN, 28'1'H INFANTRY DIVISION, llOTH INFANTRY 
R E (;iM E N T A L  A N TITA N K  COM PANT. wants to  know why there is never 
an>ihing in T/w  Bugle about his unit. [Does any one have something? 
Send it a lo n g -w e ’ll publish it.] (C on tinued  on  P a g e  22)

I
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T he son o f RAYMOND JA M ES O BLIN G ER, 26 INFANTRY DIVISION, 
I04TH INFANTRY, 1ST BATTALION, HF:aDQLARTP:RS COM PANT, 
would like to  hear from  anyone who rem em bers his father. He would like 
to  also hear from  anyone who trained at Fort M cClellan, A labam a, 
between February  and  June o f 1944 o r  any veteran o r  crew m em ber who 
sailed from New Y ork to  Scotland on the He de France in A ugust o f 1944 
o r  sailed from  L ellav re , France to  New Y ork on the Wilson Victoty in late 
N ovem ber o f  1945. Contact: T hom as E. O blinger, 22788 T cppert S treet, 
Cast D etro it, M ichigan 48021-1928.

EUGENE E. GANZ, IS'F INFANTRY DIVISION, 18TH INFANTRY, 
COMPANY M, would like to  know if anyone out there has a copy o f a m ap 
of the area o f the Siegfried line and Belgium near A achen? If you have 
one, send it to  G ene at: 876 Sulphur Springs R oad, iManchester, M issouri 
63021.

Jane Davis writes to  see if anyone knows w here she can find a poster o f the 
upside-down helm et in the snow. She believes this was a poster used in 
connection with the 40th A nniversary C elebration in Belgium. She w ants 
it as a surprise presen t for her father. If you know w here she can find one, 
wTite to her at: 5402 M eadow ood Drive, M adison, W isconsin 53711. 
[Incidentally, please also let the VBOli office know, we would like to have 
one.]

HENRY J. KLINAR, 633 AA.A AW BATI'ALION, attached to  the 80TH 
DIVISION, would like to  hear from  anyone who was in his outfit. W rite 
to  Menry at: 2769 Richland S treet, Johnstow n, Pennsylvania 15904.

Lyle Butzke would like to  hear from  anyone who served with his b ro th er 
T /5  VIRGIL P. BUTZKE, 3RD ARM ORED  DIVISION, 32ND ARM ORED 
REG IM EN T, COM PANY A, who was killed in the B attle o f the Bulge 
D ecem ber 23,1944. (Virgil is in terred  in U.S. M ilitary C em etery # 1 , H enri 
Chappelle, Belgium.) W rite to  Lyle at: 4935 South Canyon Road, Rapid 
City, South D akota 57702.

LOUIS A. DELLAPORTE, 109 ANTI-AIRCRAFT ARTILLERY 
AUTOM ATIC WTIAPONS BATTALION, would like to  hear from  anyone 
with his group—especially A BATTERY. W rite to  Louis at: 235-60th S treet, 
Brooklyn, New Y ork 11220.

LYI.E SPARKS, 126TH AAA AW BATFALION, C BAITERY, would like 
to hear from  any one in his old outfit. H e recalls spending time in 
England on the W hite Cliffs o f D over shooting down buzz bom bs and la ter 
up and down the English Channel doing the sam e thing, l l i e y  were in the 
Battle o f the Bulge on the outside of Liege, Belgium, at C hristm as time in
1944. W rite to  Lyle at: 1866 Pine Drive, T raverse City, Michigan 49684.

M embers Speak Out (Continued from Page 21)

■ / H ^ l

‘Hey, G ravygrease, I had a po t of dirty laundry boiling on the 
s to v e  - have  you se e n  It?”

BILL CO SG RO V E, 945TH FIELD  ARTILLERY  BATFALION, would like 
m em bers o f his g roup w ho are  in terested  in con tribu ting  the ir m em ories 
and sto ries to  a h istory  o f the batta lion  to  w rite to  him . Bill’s address is: 
R oute 1, Box 196, A m oldsville. G eorgia 30619.

M ICK  "PAPPY" C O N N ER, 106TH INFANTRY D IVISION , 592ND FIELD  
ARTILLERY B A ITA LIO N , is trying to  locate LEO  C. BANNER, NFj^L 
M ARKLE, and L. J . LINDSAY. If you can help w rite to  him at: A rlington 
V^illa, Room  272, 2601 W est R andol Mill R oad, A rlington, Texas 76012. 
l i e  also sta tes that as a result o f a previous article in this colum n, he had 
a barracks bag that had been lost fo r 47 years re tu rned  to  him by a young 
Belgian man.

...AND THE MEMBERS RESPONDED
In the "Members Speak Out" we m entioned that JAM ES  
SNYDER, 820TH TANK D E S T R 0\T :R  BATTALION, B 
COM PANY, received great response to his request to  hear 
from his old buddies. Jim dropped us a note to let us 
know what happened.

"...so many wonderful things have happened from that 
little m ention in the D ecem ber Bugle.

"First I was sent a roster o f the 820th T D  BN  and 
through that I was reunited with a lot o f the old 
outfit! I found two my my best buddies in the 
service- BOB LONG and ED SHIVELER. They both  
sent pictures o f us taken in 1943-45--Bov was I pretty.

"...have been sent lapel pins, T-shirt (with T D  logo  
on front, Tank D estroyer Forces-820 T D  on back), 
coffee mug, m oney clip, patches. G eneral Order o f 
when they disbanded our outfit and m ost important 
o f all a hell o f a lot o f  new and old friends."

...received a letter from H ubert N aes, who lives in 
Belgium . A n A m erican friend had sent him a copy 
o f the D ecem ber Bugle. H ubert wanted to send m e 
a T D  patch from his collection. I w rote to Hubert to 
thank him and also asked him if he could locate a 
Belgium gentlem an w e stayed with after the Bulge.

"Sure enough, in yesterday's letter, H E  F O U N D  
HIM! I still can’t believe it! A lm ost 50 years since 
la st contact."

W e’re glad we could help, Jim, and thanks to all o f  you
who responded. t'i i> i c*'  T he  Bugle StalT

THE ARDENNES MEDIC
The cries ca ll out above the battle din.
M oans p ierce  the m ist from  lips o f  w ounded men.
They search f o r  those who b ea r a so ld ier's need.
To bind the wounds where fa llen  com rads bleed.

The M edic stans beside the figh ting boys.
To G ive A id  and Com fort under steady fire.
They brave the shot and shell o f  battle noise 
In deep co ld  snow and Ardennes m uddy mire.

They w ear the C ross o f  Succor on their sleeve.
Theirs is a B adge o f  Courage in their heart.
When ba ttles end they take their honored leave.
And healer and the m ended go  apart.

Jo h n  E. McAuliffe, CO. M. 347th INF. REGT.

As long as war is regarded as wicked, it will always have its 
fascination. When it is looked upon as vulgar, it will cease to 
be popular.

OSCAR WILDE
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BULGE REENACTMENT
Fort Indiantown Gap

by  J o h n  D. B o w en

Slowly they started to arrive, the afternoon of January  29th, at the 
registration barracks, in Area 12 of Fort Indiantown Gap Pennsylvania. 
An Irish Guard s tood sentry duty by the entrance. You could easily 
distinguish the Bulge Veterans from the World War II Reenactors; they 
were the better looking ones. But a s  days  of old, every one lined up in 
the order that they arrived 'to be  processed." The difference was that 
now they called all the veterans "Sir."

After signing in, receiving our barracks ass ignm ent and meal tickets 
we p roceeded  to the barracks des ignated  for Veterans. The barracks 
were authentic World War II. The only difference was that the floors 
had been tiled, the walls painted and this year the Latrines were brand 
new. No more troughs and open  co m m odes .  Such luxuries of 50 years 
of life for what were 'temporary ' buildings.

The first to arrive had staked out the squad  rooms. It was even 
rumored that the locked room on the second  floor w as for the female 
reenactors as  they figured they were safe in the veteran s  Barracks, if 
they did room in the Veteran’s Barracks they were of the stealth type 
for no one seen  them . As others arrived they were warmly gree ted  by 
those  who had arrived earlier. Som e had m et the previous year, others 
were new tor the first time. Som e like Francis Walsh, 705th Tank 
Destroyer Bn, had been to all three Bulge Reenactm ents  to which 
Veterans had been invited. Whether this was your first reenactm ent or 
not, within a few m inutes it was like old times. Where ya from? What 
outfit did you serve with? Where were you in the Bulge? Have som e 
cheer?  Have so m e  snacks?  That special bonding that exists for 
veterans w as immediately evident and  you felt that you had served with 
each other for years.

In short order there was music of the forties filtering through the air 
in the background. Som e had brought books on the Bulge. Others had 

I  brought souvenirs that they had obtained. One VBOB m em b er  brought 
I  copies of Bulge photos  from the National Archives. Around 4 O ’clock, 
i after locatina a  TV with the good  g races  of the NCO Club, the Veterans 

gathered  round to watch som e videos on the Battle of the Bulge and 
video that had been  taken of the previous yea is  Reenacim ent by Frank 
Waish and John Bowen. The veterans sa t in iheir lawn chairs or lay on 
the bunks to watch in silence a s  the Bulge films were shown, As new 
arrivals cam e in, they joined the viewers.

After the films it w as dinner on your own and the veterans arranged 
car pools to ea t at what has  been  a  favorite place just outside the gates  
of Ft Indiantown Gap The food is excellent and the Bulge veterans 
quickly filled the placc, thoir plates and their s tom achs. Since the 
Infantry travelled on its s tom ach, these  veterans had their priorities in 
order.

After dinner and return to the barracks area, so m e  veterans took time 
to v isi t  the flea market that the rccr.actors had set up to trade unifornns, 
equ ipm ent and other memorabilia. Others took the time to walk the 
com pany  street a s  the barracks a rea  that we were at was laid out to 
house an entire regiment, com pany  after com pany, row after row, in 
that uniform ufciei uf uuiiciiiiys. Som e vets had been  stationed at Ft 
Indiantown Gap m any years ago. In the corner barracks, across from 
registration, on the second  floor, was an entire squad  room decorated 
in the World War II period with a  central switchboard and broadcasting 
radio station. Each building had been  hooked up with authentic field 
phones  that connected  to this central switchboard. The radio station 
was broadcasting  authentic period music and announcem en ts  and 
could be picked up on any AM radio throughout the post.

As they traversed the regimental street, stopping In the various 
barracks, the veterans b egan  to visit with the reenactors a s  they set up 
their barracks. Many had full foot lockers and  wall lockers on display. 
They had their M-1s, Carbines and 45s and were d ressed  in original 
WWIl uniforms. There were the Canadian Barracks, British Barracks 
and a num ber  of American Barracks. Outside one barracks hung the 
44th Infantry Division Sign Board. In another  a Sgt reenactor was being 
graded on assem bling the M-1 while blind folded.

Then there were the German barracks, The authenticity of the 
GrossDeutchland unit was outstanding. Their barracks was completely 
m ade  over com plete  with Christmas tree, flags, German weapons,

German Shepherd  Watch Dog and Frauleins that accom panied  the 
units. This unit took the award for bes t and most authentic barracks, 
for the Germans, in the judging contest on Saturday night. Had there 
been an award for the top barracks of all barracks they would have 
easily won it. On Saturday night they had their annual Christmas party 
and musical sing-a-long to fill out a day of comradely.

The Veterans and guests  filled both floors of their barracks. They 
slept on authentic double decker Gl Bunks with comfortable mattresses.
No veteran slept on the top bunks to ensure that there would be no 
falling out from that height. Rank had no privileges. A Brigadier 
General slept upstairs as  did his boy. Many Bulge units were 
represented  by the veterans. There were vets from the 26th Infantry 
Division (InfD), 28th InfD, 29th InfD, 42nd InfD. 75th InfD, 83rd InfD, 87th 
InfD, 100th InfD, 106th InfD. 6th Armored Division. 705th TD Bn, 285th 
FA OB Bn, 728th Ord Co, 818th Cm bt MP Co. 17th Airborne Division 
and  a couple of Korean veterans. A few civilian gues ts  of the veterans 
also a t tended. There were between 40 and fifty veterans and their 
guests ,  well over twice a s  many as  was at the previous Reenactment.

Many of the reenactors had found the Veterans’ Barracks and wanted 
to talk to the veterans abou t their experiences. Lights out was to be at 
2300 hours but som e veterans m a d e  it to sleep earlier. Reveille was to 
be  at 0600 hours.

However, Ted Paluch m anaged  to slowly wake the barracks up about 
0400 hours as  he chatted with so m e  of the veteran early risers. 
Needless to say Ted was threatened with a  blanket party should he not 
sleep through the night Saturday night. This gave everyone a chance 
to fulfill that old proverb that you learned early in basic that the "Early 
Bird Gets The Worm " Most alt of the veterans were first in the chow 
line for breakfast at the NCO Club. A delicious breakfast was served at 
0700 in two shifts a s  there were over 600 Reenactors who had shown 
up for this affair.

After chow, activities around the various barracks began  to intensify 
as  units fell out, others arm ed their trucks, jeeps and other vehicles, 
unit inspections were held and reenactors posed  for pictures in their 
com bat gear. The Canadian reenaulois were joined by four Canadian 
Veterans of the Bulge who ca m e  down to the event and  had their 
picture taken with their distinctive red berets with the reenactors. 
Shortly before 0900 hours the troops started to marcn on to tne large 
assem bly  area  and assem ble  in those large formations that we a!! 
rem em ber  for Regimental inspections. The Allies as sem bled  at one 
end and the Germans at the other. One of the interesting scenarios 
over at the German cam p  was the reenactors impersonating Adolph. 
Admiral Dinitz and Goring. They surely looked the part. Stan Wojtusik 
could be seen  trying to negotiate his release. At the Allied cam p  they 
were gearing up an authentic M-4 Tank that one of the reenactors had 
brought on its dedicatert flatbed a n d  tiactoi. A few practise firings ffOfti 
the turret gun got peoples  attention. |

At 1000 hours both the Allied and Axis Troops moved out to the range 
areas  to begin the reenactm ent of Celles. They even reenacted the 
Skorzeny tactics as  p«rt r̂ f the column of reenactors and veterans were 
sent down the wrong road and were lost in the range area for about a 
half hour. After watching the battle troops move out into the fields, it 
was time for chow again and a  bit of warmth. A num ber of additional 
veterans v»ho had just com e for the day joined us wp movAd h;»ck 
to a more strategic position, the restaurant just outside the gates, for 
another excellent meal. The troops were going to have soup and 
rations served in the field.

After lunch, it was back to battle as  the troops progressed past some 
vantage points to view them in actual battle. Som e veterans follow 
them  with video cam eras. Dennis Steele from Army Magazine, who 
bunked with the Veterans, was taking pictures and preparing the 
material for an excellent article that appears  in the March 1993 issue of 
Army Magazine, “Deja Vu at Indiantown Gap." A major interview of our 
VBOB m e m b ers  Ted Paluch, who survived the Malmedy m assacre, and 
Stan Wojtusik, who was captured with the 106th InfD are included.

After the battle was over, (the Allies won by the way), everyone 
returned to the barracks to get  cleaned up for Chow at the Officers 
Club. For the reenactors it was clean uniforms. Som e changed  into 
d ress  uniforms that they had brought. The veterans returned to the 
area, after chow, to visit with the reenactors. At 2000 hours there was 
an excellent USO Show at the Officers club put on for the enjoyment 
of all. After the show, the veterans (Continued on Page 28)
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"Tftuc one C*co<ted a tte n d

The 4 9 th  ANNIVERSARY
OF THE

BATTLE OF THE BULGE 
COMIVIEMORATIVE EVENTS

DECEMBER 15 and 16, 1993
Special com m em orative  even ts will again  be held in th e  W ashington, D.C. a rea , on  W ed n esd ay , D ecem b er 15 and 
Thursday, D ecem ber 16, 1993. It will be  a  tim e for th e  V eterans of the  Battle of th e  Bulge an d  their friends, to  pay 
hom age to  th o se  w ho never cam e  hom e, to  enjoy the  o cca s io n  and  to  sh a re  in th e  p reserva tion  of th e  history of the  
Battle of th e  Bulge.

The Historical Foundation  will host the C om m em orative B anquet, 6:30 p.m ., W ed n esd ay , D ecem b er 15, 1993, a t the  
S heraton  Hotel, Colum bia Pike and  W ashington Blvd., Arlington, Virginia. Highlights of th is o c ca s io n  will include th e  3rd 
Infantry Color G uard, a  no ted  sp eak er and  th e  p resen ta tion  to  e ach  World W ar II V eteran  th e  newly-m inted 50th 
Anniversary co p y  of the  Lapel D ischarge Button (fondly called th e  "Ruptured Duck"). On exhibit a t th e  b an q u e t will be 
a display of th e  p lans for the  Battle of the  Bulge Memorial C onference  Room , Fort G eo rg e  G. M eade, M aryland, and  
draw ings of th e  co n feren ce  tab le  and  chairs.

V eterans a re  en co u rag ed  to  bring written m aterials (letters, diaries, unit histories, p h o to g rap h s , m ap s , etc.) pertaining 
to their ex p erien ces in th e  Battle of the  Bulge. T h ese  articles will be  ca ta lo g ed  an d  th en  d o n a ted , for p e rm anen t 
preservation, to  th e  Battle of th e  Bulge Collection, U.S. Army Military Institute, Carlisle B arracks, Pennsylvania. M em bers 
of the Historical Foundation  will be  p leased  to  receive your m aterials at th e  C om m em orative  B anquet, an d  to  talk with 
you abou t this specia l collection.

A rrangem ents have been  m ad e  with the  S h era to n  Hotel (which is loca ted  only a  few m inutes from  Arlington C em etery  
and Fort Myer), for a reduced  room  rate of $59.00, single or dou b le  o ccu p an cy . This ra te  is available for an y  night(s) 
betw een D ecem ber 13 and  D ecem ber 17. You m ay call for room  reservations, S h e ra to n  National Hotel, C olum bia Pike 
& W ashington Blvd., Arlington, V irg in ia-Telephone #800-468-9090, by D ecem b er 1, 1993. (M ention that you are  
attending the  Battle of the  Bulge B anquet and  events.)

On Thursday, D ecem ber 16, the  im pressive w reath-laying cerem o n y  at th e  Tom b of th e  Unknow n Soldier an d  the  
V eterans of the  Battle of the  Bulge Memorial, Arlington C em etery  will be  held at 11:00 a.m . After th e se  moving 
cerem onies a  recep tion  buffet will be  hosted  by the  V eterans of the  Battle of th e  Bulge at th e  O fficers’ Club, Fort Myer, 
Virginia.

Reservation form for the  C om m em orative B anquet an d  th e  D ecem b er 16 ev en ts  is on  th e  following page, p lease  
com plete  and return by D ecem ber 7 to:

Battle  of th e  B u lge  H isto rica l F o u n d a tio n
P.O. Box 2516
Kensington, MD 20895-0818

For S h e ra to n  Hotel R e se rv a tio n s  call:
Telephone #800-468-9090

For m o re  in fo rm a tio n  o n  th e  C o m m e m o ra tiv e  B a n q u e t call;
Dorothy Davis, T elephone  #301-881-0356

For m o re  in fo rm a tio n  o n  th e  D e c e m b e r 16 e v e n ts , call:
Peter Dounis, T elephone  #301-589-6730

L
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RESERVATION FORM 

COMMEMORATIVE BANQUET 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15, 1993 

SHERATON NATIONAL HOTEL, ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA 

RETURN FORM BY DECEMBER 7, 1993, to:
BATTLE OF THE BULGE HISTORICAL FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 2515, Kensinyton, mD 20391-0818  Telephone: 301-8S1-0356

P lease  m ake  c h e c k s  payable to BoBHF GALA

N am e :_______________________________________ Telephone:________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________ _____

Unit:

Spouse/Guest:

Number of R e se rv a t io n s :______  Total Cost @ $42.00 per  Person

D ress : B u s in e ss  su i t /b ia c k  tie /m ilitary  d r e s s  uniform  (m iniature m eta is  e n c o u ra g e d ) .

Table assignment for the Banquet will be on your name card. If you wish to be seated with friends, 
please include their nam es with this form.

THE AGENDA

V/EDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15, 1993

COMMEMORATIVE BANQUET 
Hosted  by

Battle of the  Bulge Historical Foundation

1830 hours Reception/Cash Bar
DINNER MENU

Fruit Medley in pineaopte Boat 
iy30 hours Seated tor Dinner _  Esquire Salad with Choice of Dressing

Posting of Colors . . 3rd Infantry Color Guard Breast of Chicken Piccata with Lemon Caper Sauce
Pledge of Allegiance  ̂ Red Bliss Roasted Potatoes
Invocation .................. Msgr. Vv'illiam O ’Donnell Green Beans Almondine and Julienne Carrots
Toasts Rolls and Butter

2100 hours Introduction of Guests Ice Cream Ball rolled in Pecans with Shaved Chocolate
Comments Coffee or Tea

2130 hours Entertainment
Wine—Tayluf VViiiie

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 16, 1993

1100 hours Wreath laying Ceremonies, Veterans of the Battle of the Bulge 
at the

Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, Arlington Nation?' Cemetery, Arlington, VA*

1130 hours Veterans of the Battle of the Bulge Monument Ceremonies
Posting of the Colors .................................................................... Color Guard
Placing of a Wreath 
Brief Program

1200 hours Reception, Officers' Club, Fort Myer, Virginia 
Buffet/Cash Bar
C o m m e n t s .............................................................................. President of VBOB
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WEAPONS SECONDARY- 
DOUGHBOYS’ STAMINA WON 
THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE

[The following appeared in "The Battalion Channel" 
which is published by the 14TH T A N K  B A T T A L IO N  
A SSO C IA TIO N . The article originally appeared in the 
W A SH IN G T O N  E V E N IN G  ST A R  on January 13,
1945.]

Youth and touraj'e were the deciding factors in the Rattle 
of the Belgium Itulge, and weapons on both sides played a 
secondary role.

Seldom in m odern war have weapons taken such a 
subordinate position. It has not happened in E urope since 
the out-num bered and out-equipped G reeks defeated the 
Italians in A lbania in the winter of 1940-41.

W'eapons were secondary because of the terrain, the 
weather and the types of battles fought.

The new G erm an Royal Tiger tanks, which can out-shoot 
any American arm or, had few opportunities to prove it.

The weather, the woods and the mountains forced nearly 
every battle to be fought at point-blank range. There were 
no wide open spaces.

THE SPIRIT 
OF THE 394TH

[The following was sent to us by Sam uel Lombardo, 
99TH IN F A N T R Y  D IVISIO N, 394TH  IN FAN TRY, 
C O M PA N Y "I." It appears on the back cover o f  "From 
Battle Babies to Vets....The Combat History o f  the 394th 
Infantry Regiment."]

"If they won’t give us a flag, we’ll make one!" vowed First 
Lieutenant Samuel Lom bardo and his men of the second 
platoon of Company "I." And that’s just what they did.

They’d fought their way almost to the Rhine without seeing 
a single Am erican flag, and they had read the letters in Stars 
and Stripes bem oaning [he lack of A m erican flags and of 
American patriotism . They were burned up.

(ialhering scraps of red, white, and blue cloth as they 
swept to the Rhine, the men sewed them on a white G erm an 
surrender flag.

W hen they cross the Rhine at Remagen, their flag, one 
side of it completed, becam e the first on the east bank of the 
river. The flag received its finishing touches when the 
platoon reached the D anube in April.

W herever they went, their flag went with them. W'hen they 
look the bitterly-contested high ground around Honningen 
on the Rhine, up went the flag. W herever they set up their 
CP, the Stars and Stripes was soon fluttering from the 
window.

The "M odern Betsy Rosses" can rightfully claim that their 
Old (ilory is a professional job. But it isn’t the workmanship 
that counts most. It’s the spirit behind it, the spirit of the 
American so ld ic r-the  spirit of the 394th.

[Sam tells us, "This flag was started as the result o f  the 
Battle o f  the Bulge. I  had not seen an American flag in 
over two m onths."]

BoB Film Project 
Needs Your Help
If you have photos, movies or o ther visual m aterials from 
when you were in the A rdennes, please send them  to:

The Battle of the Bulge Project 
290 West End Ave., # 5 C , New York, NY 10023 
Telephone: 212-787-0258 or FAX: 212-808-4983 

They would also be interested in diaries, letters and other 
m em orabilia concerning the Battle of the Bulge that your 
family m em bers might have. Also, if you have a story to  tell, 
please give them  a b rief account including your outfit, 
location, date, etc. Do not send originals unless they 
request them. If they do request them , they will m ake 
copies and return  your originals.

y "

LOOK FAMILIAR?
BUILDING LOCALE
N orbcrt Van den Berghe would like som e help. If you 
rccogni/c the men in this photograph, he would like to hear 
from you. He is trying to locate the building in the photo. 
The men in the picture are from the tO lST AIRBORNE 
D IV ISIO N -not sure if it’s the 50IST, 502NI) or 506TH 
PARACHUTE REGIM ENT.

l-'ollon ing a night skirmish on 30 Dcccmbcr, 1944, 
troops SCI out to rejoin their outfit. Left to right: 

l‘fc. M.I.. Dickmnn, l \ t .  Sunny Siindqnist, and Sgt. Francis M. McCann.

If you know the men an d /o r  the regiment, write to N orbcrt 
at: Kt)ririjksesleenweg 1250, 9051 G ent, Belgium.

Wiu- .should belong to tlie tragic past, to history: it should find 
no place on humanity’s agenda for the future.

POPE JOHN PAUI. II
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BATTLE OF THE BULGE 
50TH ANNTV^RSARY BOOK 

NOT A VBOB PUBLICATION!!

T h e  r e c e n t  fly e r y o u  m ay  h a v e  re c e iv e d  in  th e  m a il re q u e s t in g  y o u r  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  th e  "B a ttle  o f th e  
B u lg e  5 0 th  A n n iv e rs a ry  B o o k ,"  m ay  h a v e  b e e n  in te r p r e te d  a s  b e in g  p u b lis h e d  by th e  V e te ra n s  o f  th e  
B a tt le  o f  th e  B u lg e , Inc . P le a s e  b e  a d v is e d  th a t  th is  fly e r a n d  th e  p ro p o s e d  p u b lic a tio n  a re  th e  so le  
e n d e a v o r  o f  T u r n e r  P u b lish in g  C o m p a n y , o f  P a d u c a h , K e n tu c k y .

W h ile  th e  E x e c u tiv e  C o u n c il d id  a llo w  T u r n e r  P u b lish in g  to  u se  o u r  m a ilin g  p riv ileg e s , no  p e rm iss io n  
w as g iv en  to  in f e r  o r  in d ic a te  th a t  th is  p u b lic a t io n  w as p a r t  o f  o u r  5 0 th  A n n iv e rs a ry  o b se rv a n c e s . F o r  
th e  u se  o f  o u r  m a ilin g  p riv ile g e s , th e y  w ill d o n a te  to  V B O B  a  sm all p e rc e n ta g e  o f  th e i r  n e t p ro f it.

M an y  o f  th e  g ro u p s  in v o lv e d  in  th e  B a tt le  o f  th e  B u lg e  a n d  u n its  to  w h ich  o u r  v a lu a b le  m e m b e rs  
b e lo n g e d , w e re  o m i t te d  f ro m  th e  "T h e se  G ro u p s  W e re  in  th e  B a tt le  o f  th e  B u lg e --W ill Y o u r  S to ry  B e 
T o ld ? "  lis tin g . G e n e r a l  O r d e r  # 1 1 4 ,  d a te d  D e c e m b e r  7, 1945, lists  o v e r  400  u n its  a s  hav ing  
p a r t ic ip a te d  in th e  B a tt le  o f  th e  B u lg e ; th u s , th e  p a r t ia l  lis tin g  in  th e  fly e r w as in te n d e d  to  r e p re s e n t  
o n ly  a  s a m p le  o f  th o s e  in v o lv ed  a n d  it w as n o t in te n d e d  th a t  th e s e  w e re  th e  o n ly  g ro u p s  in v o lv ed  in 
th e  b a t t le .  N e e d le s s  to  say , if  w e  h a d  o c c a s io n  to  s e e  th is  lis tin g  b e fo re  it w as p u b lish e d , m e n tio n  
w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  th a t  th is  w as  o n ly  a  " sa m p le  listing ."

C a p ita l iz a t io n  o f  th e  w o rd  " V e te ra n s"  a n d / o r  " V e te ra n ,"  th e  u se  o f  o u r  in s ig n ia , a n d  th e  use  o f 
"V B O B " h a s  c a u s e d  th is  p ro je c t  to  b e  m is c o n s tru e d  to  b e  a  p ro d u c t  o f  o u r  o rg a n iz a tio n . IT  IS  N O T . 
A ll c o m m u n ic a t io n  re g a r d in g  th e  fly e r a n d / o r  p u b lic a t io n  o f  th e  b o o k  sh o u ld  b e  a d d re s s e d  to  T u rn e r  
P u b lish in g  C n m n a n y , P .O . B ox 3101 , P a d u c a h , K e n tu c k y  42002 -3101 .

W 'e h a v e  d is c u s se d  th e  m a t te r  w ith  'I ’u r n e r  P u b lish in g  a n d  h av e  b e e n  ad v ise d  by th e m  th a t  th e  
o v e rs ig h ts  w e re  p u re ly  u n in te n t io n a l  a n d  th a t  a ll u n its  w h o  p a r t ic ip a te d  in  th e  B a tt le  o f  th e  B u lg e  a re  
e lig ib le  to  b e  in c lu d e d  in  th e  u p c o m in g  e d it io n .

W e a re  a  y o u n g  o rg a n iz a t io n  a n d  s o m e tim e s  a s  su c h  v.'e h a v e  to  le a rn  th in g s  th e  h a rd  w ay. T h is  is 
s u re ly  th e  c a se  in  th is  s i tu a t io n . In  th e  fu tu re , w e w ill m a k e  ev e ry  a t t e m p t  to  s e e  th a t  su ch  o v e rs ig h ts  
a s  th is  d o  n o t o c c u r  a g a in .

W e  e x te n d  o u r  s in c e re  a p o lo g ie s  to  an y  o n e  o r  an y  g ro u p  w h o  m ay  h av e  o ffe n d e d .
W illiam  R. Hem phill 

VBOH President

M A LM ED Y  M A SSA C R E  R E PO R T  
FO U R  DAYS LATER
O ne of the first reports  o f this tragic event appeared  in the daily 78lh 
Infantry Division G-2 Intelligence R eport for 21 D ec 1944-

"S U R R IiN D E R  O F  B A IT I 'R Y  'IV 28,'ilh I'A  O B S IiR V A lIO N  
BA 'IT A L IO N : D uring  the  afternoon  o f 17 D ecem ber the b attery  was 
moving South along the highway ou t o f M AI.M FiDY. W hen about three 
miles South o f the town the m o to r colum n was halted by enem y fire and 
overtaken by a group o f tanks, a rm ored  cars, and  half tracks. ITie 
personnel of the B attery  were forced to  su rren d er to  the G erm ans. A 
quick search o f the victims which deprived them  not only o f the ir arm s 
but also o f the ir w atches and w allets, was followed by the  group being 
herded toge ther to  an open  field and guarded by th ree  arm ored  cars and 
a light lank, all o f w hose guns were trained  on the prisoners. The 
captors s tood about, som e on the ir vehicles, evidently discussing what 
they should do with these A m ericans. I-inally, one G erm an, possibly an 
officer, from his position a top  the tank, fired his pistol into the group. 
I'he B attery 's L ieutenant spoke up, 'S tand still' and with that the 
Ciernians opened  fire with the ir au tom atic  w eapons and pistols. I'he 
dead and the living fell to  the ground, but the firing continued to  spray

the ir prone bodies. As a parting  gesture the G erm ans walked amongst 
the bodies, kicking them  and shooting the body that showed any sign of 
life.

Later the small group o f which the narra to r was a m em ber, believing 
the ir way clear broke for a nearby wcx>ds. Before reaching cover, 
however, a tank on the highway fired at the escapees. (I'irst Army 
Periodic R eport #191).

G-2 N ote: T he responsible enem y unit is believed to  be the 1st SS 
Reconnaissance B attalion o f the 1st SS Panzer Division."

(F rom  the National Archives, Suitland M D Record C en ter WWII 
U nit Record Collection researchedby John D Bowen)

C heck  you r m ailin g  label 
to  see  if you r dues are due.

The first line of your mailing label will tell you if you arc 
late. The first number is your membership number, the 
second set of numbers reflects the date on which your 
dues are due, followed by your zip code.
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AS I REM EM BER  (Continued from Page 16)
M y wife and  folks d idn’t know  if I was alive until I was 

liberated .
I carried  a sm all B ible and, lucky for m e, they did not 

take it from  m e. 1 read  it th rough  tw ice in the four 
m onths. I ’m su re  1 cou ldn’t have m ade it w ithout the help 
of G od. H e gave m e streng th . A t tim es w hen 1 felt I 
couldn’t walk any fu rther, I prayed and H e  gave m e the 
streng th  and  th e  will to  go on.

I pray  tha t o u r A m erica  can stay free  and  that no one 
has to  go to  w ar again.

Harry Hankel 
14th TK BN

[The previous article appeared in the April, 1993, issue 
o f  "The Battalion C hannel," the publication o f  the 14th 
Tank Battalion A ssociation . J

I wish you could have seen 
just one of the unforgetable 
sights I  saw!

I was sitting am ong clum ps o f sw ord grass on a  steep and 
rocky hillside that w e had ju s t taken, looking out over a  vast 
rolling country to  the rear. A narrow  path w ound like a  ribbon 
over a  hill m iles aw ay, dow n a  long slope, across a  creek, up a 
slope, and over another hill. All along the length o f that ribbon 
there w as a  thin line o f  m en. For four days and nights they had 
fought hard, eaten  little, w ashed none, and slept hardly a t all. 
Their nights had been violent w ith attack, fright, butchery, their 
days sleepless and  m iserable w ith the crash o f  artillery.

T he m en w ere  w a lk ing , they w ere fifty  fee t apart for 
dispersal. Their w alk  w as slow, for they were dead weary, as 
a  person could tell even when looking at them  from behind. 
E very  line and  sag  o f  the ir bod ies spoke the ir inhum an 
exhaustion. On their shoulders and back they carried heavy 
steel tripods, m achine-gun barrels, leaden boxes o f  anuiiuni- 
tion. T he ir fee t seem ed  to sink in to  the g round  from  the 
overload they w ere bearing.

They d idn’t slouch. It w as the terrible deliberation of each 
step that spelled ou t their appalling tiredness. T heir faces were 
black and unshaved. T hey w ere young m en, but the grim e and 
whiskers and exhaustion  m ade them  look middle-aged. In their 
eyes as they passed  w as no hatred, no excitem ent, no despair, 
no tonic o f their victory- there was ju s t the sim ple expression 
o f being there as if  they had been there doing that forever, and 
nothing else.

The line m oved on, seem ingly endless. All afternoon men 
kept com ing round  the hill and vanishing eventually over the 
horizon. It was one long tired line o f  antlike men. There was an 
agony in your heart and you felt alm ost asham ed to look at 
them.

They were ju s t guys from  Broadw ay and M ain Street, but 
you w ou ldn’t rem em b er them . T hey w ere too  tired. T heir 
world can never be know n to you, but it you could have seen 
them ju s t once, ju s t for an instant, you w ould know  that no 
m atter how hard people were w orking back hom e they never 
kept pace w ith those infantrym en.

f ro m  ERN IE P Y L E 'S  “ H E R E  IS  YO UR W A R ”  
The above document was contributed by John D. Kearney, 84th Infantry 
Division)

DO YOU WRITE POETRY?
W c have received a no tice from  th e  N ational L ib rary  of 
Poetry  in w hich they an n o u n ce  th a t they  have a poetry  
con test each  year. W e received th e ir no tice too  la te  to  be 
included in the  M ay issue o f The Bugle  and  the  contest 
dead line  w as Ju n e  30, 1993.

A s we receive m any good  poem s from  o u r m em bers, we 
though t those  o f you w ho w rite  poe try  m ight like to  m ake 
a no te  o f th e ir address. Y ou can  th en  w rite  to  them  and 
get details fo r th e  contex t they will ho ld  next year. T h e ir 
add ress is: N ationa l L ib rary  o f P oetry , 11419 C ron ridge  
D rive, P .O . Box 704-X M , O w ings M ills, M ary land  21117.

VETERANS H A N D B O O K  AVAILABLE
The D epartm ent of V eterans Affairs announces the availability of their 
handbook Federal Benefits for Veterans and Dependents. It’s a 105-page 
handbook describing benefits, medical care, education, di.sability 
compensation, pension, life insurance, home loan guaranty, vocational 
rehabilitation and burial assistance. All VA offices, medical centers, 
cemeteries, etc. are listed liy state. If you would like a copy write for 
GPO  Stock .\um ber 051-000-00-200-8 from the Superintendent of 
Documents, U.S. G overnm ent Printing Office, W ashington. DC 20402. 
t'.nclose a check or money order for S3.25 per copy.

Bulge R einac tm ent (Continued from Page 23) 
returned to perform the inspections for the Barracks Competition, Back 
at the Veterans' Barracks a nunnber of reenactors had found the 
veterans with whom they wanted to chat. The questions and the stories 
were flowing along with the snacks of Kielbasa, bread, cheese, crackers 
and beverages. Lights out was supposed to be at 2300 hours but it's 
tough to turn the reenactors away. Even as the lights were being 
turned off, after midnight, another group of reenactors, who heard 
about the veterans, had to be turned away. Everyone was exhausted 
and even Ted Paluch slept through the night. It was just like days of 
old. 'V'ou could hear the snores and the occasional talkers in their sleep.

At 0600 hours, on Sunday, veterans started to rise, clean up and get 
ready to leave. Goodbyes were said to the early leavers. A num ber of 
the veterans attended Catholic Services at the Post Chapel. Before 
leaving for home a num ber of Veterans and reenactors m ade their way 
to that favorite restaurant for one last delicious meal. After eating, 
adieus were said with prom ises of seeing one another at next years 
reenactment. It was a wonderful time.

Herr Commandant inspects the German Barracks. Bulge 
Reenactment, Indiantown Gap, PA, 27 January 1993

H istory is littered witli w ars w hich everybody knew  would 
never happen.

EN O C H  PO W EL L
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, SNAPSHOT MAKES 
KtX'NION POSSIBLE

I This siory was subm itted by the South Carolina Chapter.
It appeared in "The State" newspaper in Cohimbia, on
November 22, 1992-written by Bill M cDonald.]

This is a sm all story about a GI who fought in the Battle of 
the Bulge. It won’t shake the world. But its significance is 
rather profound, for it shows how life lines so warmly 
intcrscct.

At the center of the storv are DICK STR.ACHAN [35TH 
iiNFANTRY DIVISION, 60TH ENGINEER COMBAT
B.\TT.\LIO N, CO.MP.ANY "C"l a retired industrial salesman 
in Colum bia and a Belgian brother and sister—survivors of 
W orld W ar 11.

The three met shortly after H itler’s tanks launched a 
surprise attack in Belgium in D ecem ber 1944, causing the 
Am erican front to "bulge."

Time seem ed in shortening supply for the young G l 
lieutenant that year. The Belgium winter, the worst in years, 
also had frozen him with fear.

■As Strachan recalls it today, his chance meeting with ihe 
Belgium children, Cluy, 10, and M atilda, 8, was a delightful 
"distraction." It m ade him forget, m om entarily the 
hellishness of war.

A yellowed snapshot Strachan has kept all these years has 
the names and dates recorded on the back: "Guy and 
Matilda Hendrick, Bonlaide, Belgium, Jan. 4, 1945." 
C ontinental n'sniuds

Age now has dug creases in S trachan’s face. But the mind 
is slill bright, questing, energetic.

He and his wife, Beckie, a retired elem entary school 
principal, live in a com fortable brick home off Forest Drive. 
They are forever asking one another, "Where does all the 
time go?"

The Strachans happen to be authorities on brass rubbings. 
The hobby has turned them into intercontinental nomads.

Ii’s akin to gravestone rubbings. Beckie explains. But the 
brass is found mostly in E uropean cathedrals.

The brasses were used in the 13th and 17th ccnturies to 
com m em orate kings and queens, knights and ladies. They’re 
cngra'.ed sheets of m etal set into the stone slabs that cover 
graves.

A real long shot
Tllc Sliacliaiis v v c i c  a i t c i i u i i i j '  a  i c C C i l t  rubbings workshop 

in Belgium when Dick Strachan rem em bered the yellowed 
photograph.

The memory had not faded with the passing of time.
It was a long shot, but he contacted the Battle of the Bulge 

Society in Belgium. One of its m em bers, A ndre H erbert, 
agreed to m eet him in Bastogne.

From there they would drive to the village of Bonlaide, 20 
miles away, where the photograph was taken outside the 
children's home.

A Bonlaide grocer held a magnifying glass against the snap 
shot. He shook his head. He didn’t recognize the faces, 
but maybe the village’s oldest citizen, an 81-year-old woman, 
would, he said.
(Jnarled hands

Strachan soon would feel like a man who’d hit the jackpot.

The woman took the photograph in a gnarled hand and 
held it to the iight. Then she pointed at the little girl’s 
smiling face and shouted, "Matilda! Matilda!"

M atilda lived in a village nearby, on the Luxembourg 
border. The elderly woman telephoned her. A man from 
Am erica, a soldier in W orld W ar II, was there looking for 
her, she said. He had a photograph of her, her parents and 
her brother.

M atilda’s recollection hadn’t faded, either:
"Is it Dick?" she said.
The two held an em otional reunion the next day. Strachan 

said: "M atilda even saved the letter I’d written her when I 
returned hom e after the war. It was in tattered  pieces."

Guy lives in the village of Bonlaide. Like Matilda, he also 
is m arried and blessed with children. "We always rem em ber 
you," they told Strachan.

It is a small story, of course. But it makes a telling point: 
our older citizens are a m other lode of living history, their 
m em ories spanning eras otherwise relegated to library 
shelves.

IT DROPPED FROM THE HEAVENS
Did you read the ailicle ia the February "M embers Speak 
Out" column where "JU M PIN ' HERMAN POSCH, 17TH 
AIRBORNE HEADQUARTERS, was looking for the identity 
of the man from the lO lST .AIRBORNE who stood with his 
arm s upraised as the C-47’s dropped food and supplies to 
Bastogne on the 21st or 26th of D ecem ber, 1944? "Jumpin" 
H erm an received the following response:

T ...........................r' An. . .I  aciNv a i l  a i  u i i  v i i o p  *.\j
Bastogne. On the 6 x 6 1  was driving I had chains for 
my tires. This truck had been with us since Africa. I 
had a metal cab and had a wrench and a 50 caliber on 
the roof. I was told to go to 101st Division 
H eadquarters and wait for the C-47’s. About 10:00 or 
11:00 o’clock in the morning, we saw the planes 
coming. We rushed into the fields where the 
pathfinders had marked the drop zone. H ere came the 
C-47’s towing gliders, some with two. They turned the 
gliders loose and dropped their car goods. They had 
crossed CJerman lines. Some had been hit by AA and 
were on fire.

"Before they could turn around they came under fire 
again. Many were lost. 1 can rem em ber as the para 
paks came down standing in the field with 2 or 3 other 
men. 1 was waving my arm s in the air, yelling "Come 
on Boys".... At the same time we were under fire from 
G erm an 88’s. Ammunition was our first concern. 
Small arm s amm o and 75 ammo, then food was our 
main concern.

"Made one hell of a run back to cam p—Decem ber 26, 
1944. We were down to about 5 rounds of 75 ammo 
per gun. W'e had no more AP shells. The amm o we 
had was H.E. and Phosph."

[From R O B E R T  L. LIN A W E AV E R , W I S T
A I R B O R N E ,  4 6 3  P A R A C H U T E  F A
B A IT A L IO N , H EA D Q U AR TE R S!

■\notIier m ystery so h c d .
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PROPOSED BYLAWS 
AMENDMENT # 2
It is proposed that the Bylaws of the V eterans of the 
Battle of the Bulge, Inc., be changed by the deletion of the 
five paragraphs under A rticle 7—EX E C U T IV E  
COUNCIL, SECTIO N  2 -M E M B E R S , and the following 
paragraphs be inserted:

ARTICLE 7-EX EC U TlV E COUNCIL

SECTION 2, M em bers of the Executive Council shall be 
as follows:
A. Elected voting officers of the corporation: President, 

Executive Vice President, Vice President for 
R egional/C hapter Coordination, Vice President for 
Military Affairs, Vice President for M embership, 
T reasurer, Recording Secretary and Corresponding 
Secretary who is hereby designated as C orporation 
Secretary.

B. All living Past Presidents of the V eterans of the 
Battle of the Bulge as an unincorporated association 
and as this corporation shall also serve as voting 
m em bers of the Executive Council.

C. Nine trustees to be nominated and elected at the 
1993 G eneral M em bership M eeting and to begin 
their service as voting m em bers of the Executive 
Council on 16 D ecem ber 1993: Three trustees to 
serve for one year; three trustees to serve for two 
years; and three trustees to serve for three years. 
Each year thereafter, three trustees to be nominated 
and elected to replace those trustees that have 
completed their terms.

D. Non-voting m em bers appointed by the President and 
approved by the Executive Council: Chaplain, 
Editor, H istorian, Librarian, Public Relations Officer, 
Health Affairs Officer, Liaison Officer for 
International Affairs, Intergovernm ental Affairs, 
Liaison Officer for Military Units, Protocol Officer, 
Chair of Audit, Budget, Bylaws, Finance, Nomination, 
and Reunion Committees.

MORE REUNIONS
I.1TH AR.MORKD DIVISION ASSOCIATION-Octobcr 14-17, 1993, 
Hampton, Virginia. Contact: Elmer "Bo” Bowington, 422 East Main 
Street, #244, Nacogdochies, Texas 75961.

.^ rn i INFANTRY DIVISION-September 8-12, 1993, Safari Resort 
I lotel, Scottsdale, Arizona. Contact: Edward Bradbury, 915 Schweiter 
Court, Wichita, Kansas 67211-3707.

565TH AAA (AW BATTALION)-Contacl: Harris Drake, 27 Spring 
Haven Drive, Flat Rock, North Carolina 28731.

802ND FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION-Scptember 23-27, 1993, 
Charlotte, North Carolina. Contact: Russell Walker, 144 Lollipop 
Circle, Cookeville, Tennessee 38501.

MEMORABILIA
W e are sorry that we w ere unable to carry the o rder form 
for m em orabilia. W e had so many m atters that had to  be 
covered in this issue that we were the last m inute taking 
things out and putting m ore things in.

If you wish to o rder m em orabilia, please write to the 
Q uarterm aster for an order form or give him a call at his 
800 num ber. H is address a n d /o r  telephone num ber is: 

VBOB Q M  
Box 2454
Peoria, A Z  85380 
(Telephone: 1-800-544-9275)

HE STOOD & FOUGHT
O n 24 January  1945 the Com pany C om m ander of 
Com pany C, 9th A rm ored  Engineer Battalion w rote to the 
Com m anding Officer of the 73rd A rm ored  Field A rtillery 
Battalion to  com m end one of many in those hectic first 
days of the G erm an Counteroffensive later to be called the 
Battle of the Bulge. It is a testim ony to  all of those Sgt 
H arzels who stood and fought and form ed those Rag- 
Tagged groups, during those early hours and days, which 
stopped the G erm ans in their tracks. It is this ability of 
the A m erican G I to fight as an individual, to display 
initiative and to  assum e com m and that separated  him from 
the Nazi soldier and allowed us to stem  the tide. As you 
read this you no doubt could substitute o ther names. To 
Staff Sergeant H arzel and all those others who did not get 
recognized when they Stood & Fought we repeat this 
com m endation.

"1. I wish to com m end a m em ber of your 
com m and, Staff Sergeant H arzel, for his actions in 
our presence just prior to the Battle of Bastogne, in 
the vicinity of Bixcry, Belgium.

2. Staff Sergeant H arzel infiltrated into our lines at 
Bixcry which w ere o rdered to  hold awaiting the now 
fam ous 101st A irborne Division. T here were 
num erous o ther m en of different units who did the 
sam e thing, however, Staff Sergeant H arzel differed 
from the rest in that he took his place in our lines, 
along side our m en, awaiting attack, and rem ained in 
that position until we w ere relieved. H e did this on 
his own with no orders from us. W e gave o ther men 
orders to rem ain with us in o rder to hold as ordered 
but all fight had been  driven out of them  and they 
literally ‘took o f f  for the rear.

3. A t present, this action has little im portance, but 
I assure you that at the tim e every m an and weapon 
was ‘all im portant.’ It is my wish that you notify Staff 
Sergeant H arzel that this entire company com m end 
him." Ellis G  Fee, Capt.

(From the Nationat Archives, Suitland MD Record Center WWII Unit 
Record Collection researched by John D. Bowen)

MAKE YOUR RESERVATION NOW FOR
BISMARCK, N.D.
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AN INVITATION FOR YOl! 
F K O M  B E L G IU M

[The following inviiation was received from  the 50th 
Ajijiiversa/y o f  the Liberation o f  Litxenibourg and Battle 
o f the Bulge Oiganization and Coordination Committee," 
regarding the 50th Anniversary' Bulge Memorial at "Mon. 
Schum ann." Wiltz, Grand-Duchy o f  LiLxembouigI

As you are certainly well aware, the Battle of the Bulge or 
Battle of the A rdennes has been identified as a key element 
uf the range of com m em orative events in the context of the 
50th Anniversary of WW II, and as such is supported by the 
U.S. 50th Anniversary C om m em oration Com m ittee.

No date could be m ore meaningful than D ecem ber 16 
(which in 1944 m arked the beginning of the Bulge in the 
G rand Duchy of Luxembourg and in Belgium) to outline 
projected activities in that context.

Drawing on the 1984 experience of the 40th anniversary of 
the Bulge, it is believed that thousands of U.S. veterans (in 
groups or on an individual basis) will again take the 50th 
Anni%’crsary opportunity to return  to the Ardennes. 
Needless to say that all of Luxem bourg is looking forward to 
again having our A m erican friends and liberators for that 
m em orable occasion.

To do a m ore effective job  in c.xchanging projected activ­
ities information, the major local historical associations and 
VVW II m useums have created a joint organization com m it­
tee (I ,l IXBOC') to coordinate efforts and cooperate in wel­
coming U.S. veterans and their families. LUXBOC presently 
consists of: CEBA (C ercle d ’E tudes sur la Bataille des 
A rdennes); Uiekirch htistorical/N ationai ivliliiary Iviuseum, 
G R E G  (Ciroupe ue R echciciics 2e G uerre  M ondialc, 
Ettelbruck); "Musee sur ia Bataille des A rdennes, Wiltz."

Looking ahead to 1994, LU X B O C  has planned to erect a 
special significant m em orial to com m em orate the 50th 
Anniversary of the Bulge. Because of its special token for 
American sacrifice and civilian suffering during the Bulge, 
"Mon. Schumann" (strategic crossroad leading !rom Wiltz to 
Bastogne) has been jointly selected as the most appropriate 
site for the aforem entioned mem orial. In particular, the 
memorial nays tribute to the units of the 26th, 28th, 90th 
Infantry Divisions and 6th Cavalry group, that were 
com m itted to the "Mon. Schumann" area.

The m em orial will refiect a com bined symbolism of valor, 
bravery, sacrifice, hum an suffering, and an alerting message 
for future generations. At the sam e time, the m em orial can 
be considered the Luxembourgish contribution to com m em ­
orate the .50th Anniversary of the Bulge.

The agreed-upon date for the inauguration of the 50th 
■Anniversary of the Bulge .Memorial has been llxed for the 
afternoon of June 11, 1994.

We would he profoundly honored by a strong U.S. presen­
tation to this occasion and would like to hereby extend an 
open invitation to every A m erican veteran or W\V II veteran 
organization that may tour through Europe during that time 
frame, to include the cerem ony in their travel schedule.

Details can be obtained by writing: LUXBOC; Attn: 
LLBBOCC; c /o  Diekirch H istorical M useum; P.O. Box 104; 
L-9204 Diekirch; Luxembourg. Telephone: 352-460123-255. 
FAX: 352-220028.

WAS ! DREAMING?
! M U R R A Y  SH APIRO , 28TH  IN F A N T R Y  DIVISION, 
I12TH  IN FAN TRY, C O M PA N Y "M,” wrote a letter to 
the Los Angeles Times in 1991 because he was incensed 
with the exposed ignorance ofm ilita iy history with one o f 
their sta ff writers. He wonders: "...if any VBOBers had  
the sam e experience I  had being covered with "tinsel" and 
could help verify the early use o f  "cha ff by American 
and British A ir crews." He says since his letter uus never 
published or acknowledged, "I have begim to wonder if  
I dreamed up the experience and the Times expen was 
coirect; or was Churchill and I  right in the premise 
suggested in niy reply."]

"Ralph V artabcdian’s conclusions in ‘U.S. Risking Its Hard- 
W on Stealth Secrets in Gulf W ar’ is contrary not only to 
what I have gained from at least one expert, but also to my 
own personal experience.

"V artabedian says that, ‘During W orld W ar II, both the 
Allies and the G erm ans refrained from using certain 
technologies for fear of disclosing secrets to the other side. 
Each side, for c.xamplc, discovered that radar .systems could 
be defeated by small strips of radar-reflective metal, later 
called chaff, dropped from an airplane. But neither side 
used the idea, fearing the loss of their own radar capability 
if the opponent used the same tactics.’ Then Vartabedian 
cjuotes an unnamed defense industry radar expert as saying, 
‘We probably lost a lot of crews needlessly because we didn’t

"Sometime during Seplem ber-Novem ber, 1944, 1 was a j  
buck sergeant commanding a hea%7 machine gun squad j 
fighting the G erm ans in the H urtgen Forest-A rdennes area. | 
I awoke one morning lo discover a large area of the forest 
completely decorated with ‘tinsel.’ I was tlabbergasted. It 
was still too short of Christm as for anyone to be decorating 
pine trees. And who would decorate trees outdoors in such 
a m anner and for what purpose anyhow, I asked myself. My 
gun squad was equally puzzled. It wasn’t until a few years 
later, poring through W inston Churelull’s personal six- 
volume history. The Second World War, that I found the 
answer: In Book T sko, Volume Two, Chapter 4: ‘The 
W izard W ar.’ Churchi!! tells of planning for the day when 
the Nazis will have discovered radar which the British were 
already using so effectively (and of which they had given the 
secret to ns) The counter to radar was the "chaff 
m entioned in your article. But Churchill says that it was 
instantly put to good use as soon as the British were 
convinced the G erm ans had discovered radar. I think 
Churchill is a better expert than your unnamed one. I think 
my own personal experience testifies to the incorrectness ol 
the conclusions of the L.A. Times writer. We did use the 
new technology quickly and its early use did save allied lives, 
not wasted them."

flVhat about it guysy Did any o f  you, airforce or ground 
crew sec or know o f the cha ff being used or being 
withheld from  use/ /
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BE A DEAR...MAIL YOUR REGISTRATION NOW 
FOR THE BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA, 
REUNION. The North Dakota Chapter has 
expended every effort to see that you have a 
wonderful time. REGISTER NOW.
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D o  n o t  w r i t e  a b o v e  t h i s  l i n e
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-----------D e t a c h  <in({ M < i i l ----------------------------- -
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VETERANS OF THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE 
P.O. Box 11129, Arlington, Virginia 22210-2129 

A nnual D u es  $15

□  NewMemt>er □  Renewal - Member # _________

_____________________ B irthdate_____________________________________

A ddress. 

City____ State

. Phone ( ) .  

________ Zip_____

All new members, please provide the followirjg information:

C am paigns______________________________________________________________________

Units(s) to which assigned during period Decennber 1 6 ,1944-January 25, 1945 - Division,

R egim ent__________________________________________________B attalion____________

C om pany___________________________________________________ O th e r :_____________

Make check or money order payable to VBOB 
and mail with this application to above address. Applicants Signature
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