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President's 
Message

Stanley W ojtusik

Historically the President’s message for the 
November issue o f The Bulge Bugle is devoted to 
comments, compliments and commentary about the 
annual reunion typically held just prior to publication. 
Temporarily sidelined due to illness, it was very 
upsetting to realize there was no way 1 could attend this 
year’s event. It was tough enough having to break my 
good track record for attending every reunion but also 
tough to know in advance the schedule o f wonderful 
activities 1 would be missing. Ralph Bozorth, an 
Associate Member o f  the Delaware Valley Chapter, did 
an outstanding job  in arranging this reunion. He 
willingly accepted the challenge and ‘took the bull by 
the horns’. His thorough attention to detail, creativity, 
imagination, and sincere commitment to make sure 
everyone had a good time is truly commendable. I ’d 
like to thank Ralph for keeping me posted from start to 
finish, his ‘on target’ research o f the site, many hours on 
the phone and the cooperation he sought and received 
from so many, such as Louisville’s own Tom Chambers 
o f the 9'*' Armored. My very special thanks to Ralph and 
to Ralph’s wife Peggy, for her patience and 
understanding throughout. Likewise to Past President 
Lou Cunningham performing in my absence and his 
wife, Charlotte for standing by.

My comments and thoughts are based strictly on 
‘hearsay’ other than from the ongoing updates and 
discussions with Ralph and an early ‘on site’ explorator\ 
visit to Louisville with Ralph while planning the event.

Spontaneous calls from Louisville during the 
reunion and calls upon the return trip from many friends 
indicate 1 did, indeed, miss a great reunion. I believe 
those in attendance enjoyed their time together renewing 
friendships, reflecting on many stories that had been 
tucked away for sixty-two years while restoring a 
commitment to uphold the mission o f our national 
organization.

Thank you to all who appreciate and respect my 
sincere efforts to successfully perpetuate the memory o f 
the sacrifices involved during the Battle o f  the Bulge; 
constantly seeking creative ideas to preserve the 
historical data and sites relating to the Battle o f  the 
Bulge; cultivating and promoting friendships both here 
and abroad to help bring about international peace and 
good will. Your confidence in my re-election as your 
President gives me additional time to complete my 
passionate pursuit for marks o f distinction throughout 
the country bringing much publicity, educational interest 
and pride to the organization to insure the world does not 
forget the impact o f this great battle we all participated 
in ... all important investments in history for which 
much planning and groundwork is already in place and 
no time to waste in terms o f  fulfillment. Thank you for 
your vote.

Taking the oath o f office as your President is 
certainly an honor, which I take very seriously with 
passion and great pride. In the spirit o f  teamwork 1 look 
forward to support from the governing body and entire 
membership as I continue as your representative.

We have been exploring many possibilities in 
acquiring congressional charter status and are in the 
process o f  locating pertinent documents within our 
executive office file for consideration before Congress. 
We have the attention o f the right people to pursue this 
procedure.

We have been mulling over sites for our next 
year’s reunion. Strong feeling favors the Middle West 
(Ohio -  Chicago area); however, your input is important 
and encouraged. Let me know your thoughts as quickly 
as possible.

And. as always in the past. I encourage you to 
contact me with your concerns and/or ideas.

IN  TH IS ISSU E
3. P re s id en ts  M essage 19. P u rp le  H e a r t M u seu m
4. L e tte rs  to  E d ito r  20. D istan t B attles
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
I’VE GOT A QUESTION
In the  A ugust issue, T hom as Williams, of the 761st Tank 
Battalion subm itted  a  write up, "Setting the R ecord 
Straight." It would be interesting to know who gave Jimmy 
C arter this information to aw ard the  Presidential Unit 
Citation.

I question  only one  s ta tem en t in this citation which sta tes , 
"O ne of the  m ost significant accom plishm ents of the 761st 
began  M arch 20, 1945, w hen, acting a s  the arm or 
sp ea rh ead , the  unit broke through the Siegfried Line into 
the  R hine Plain, allowing units of the 4th Armored Division 
to m ove through to the Rhine River. T he accom plishm ents 
of the  761st in the Siegfried a rea  w ere truly significant a s  
the  su ccessfu l crossing of the Rhine River into G erm any 
w as iotally d ep en d en t on the accom plishm ent of their 
mission."

T he fact is, th e  9th A rm ored Division, under the com m and 
of Brigadier G eneral William H odges, followed by the units 
of the  78th Lightning Division soldiers, took the  R em agen  
B ridgehead and  c ro ssed  the  Rhine River on the 7th of 
March, 1945. This w as thirteen days prior to the 
accom plishm en ts of the  761st.

Ken G arrett 
78 INFD 310 INF CN

BETTER LATE THAN NEVER
Belated, but none the  less  sincere  a n p r R m a t ln n  tn  M r 
Christian D eM arcken of Paxton, M assachuse tts , historian 
of VBOB C h ap te r 22 of W orcester, M assachuse tts . . .for his 
m any a c ts  of k indness and a ss is ta n c e  to Battle of the 
Bulge v e te ran s, including m em bers of our Battery B group.

Born in C hicago, but growing up in Belgium w here his 
fa ther m oved the  family pre-war, for work reasons; Mr. 
D eM arcken e.xperienced first-hand, the Nazi occupation of 
tha t country, including the  take-over of his family hom e by 
the  G e rm an s  and  the  internm ent of his fa ther in a 
concentration  cam p.

With gratitude for their liberation by A merican forces, Mr. 
D eM arcken toge ther with his wife, J e a n n e  has devoted  a 
lot of tim e and  effort in the  post-w ar years , helping 
v e te ran s  re trace  their WWII s te p s  through Belgium and 
Luxem bourg, locating people, p laces and things of memory 
and in terest to them ; this the  D eM arckens have done from 
the  g o o d n ess  of their hearts, without fu ss or fanfare or 
rew ard. They d e se rv e  our heartfelt THANKS!

Jo h n  F. Freckler 
110 AAA (GUN) BN B

PROXIMITY FUSES
I w as in the  82nd Airborne Division, 319th Glider Field 
Artillery Battalion, Battery A, and after the end of the war 
I w ent to jum p school in Berlin, a s  they w anted us to go to 
the  Pacific a re a  and I didn’t w ant to ride gliders any more.

I am  writing to s e e  if you have any m ore new s on 
proximity fuxes. W e had 75 mm and the  proximity fuxe 
would yu uiT after it left the p iece aoou t 1 UU to JUU  yards

from us. W e thought it might be from the cold w eather. 
Did any o ther outfit have this problem that you know of?

I enjoy reading The Bulge Bugle and I think a  lot of 
Belgium but didn’t like the w eather and I ha te  cold w eather 
now. W e got word that Belgium w as going to give the 
82nd Airborne an aw ard. My battry picked m e to receive 
it a s  I w as sharp  a s  an arm y sergean t. But they got m e to 
headquarte rs too late Well, the  division w as called to 
attention and turned over to the Belgian G overm ent and we 
never got a t e a se . W e couldn't understand  w hat w as being 
said anyw ay I never got the aw ard a s  I w as d ischarged 
the 3rd of January , 1946.

W e had a very bad storm  going hom e a s  the ship started  
to break in half. W e lost our fresh w ater and w ent to the 
A zores to weld the ship back to m ake it home.

I w ant to thank the Belgian G overnm ent for the memorial 
in .Arlington C em eter'/. It looks very nice.

I'll be looking to s e e  if anybody had trouble with proximity 
fu ses a s  w e did.

M ahlon Sebring 
82 ABND 319 GFAB A

BAPTISM OF FIRE
On the evening of D ecem ber 24, 1944, our first position in 
Belgium w as located behind a  huge hill. O ur 105 howitzers 
w ere put in position and w e dug our foxholes around the 
guns Next tn o u r  nuns w e duq a slit trench; and after 
firing our rounds, the G erm ans fired a V-2 rocket into our 
gun position about 200 yards away, and everybody hit the 
foxholes.

By m istake, one of our buddies jum ped into the slit 
trench. To this day I don’t know if he ev er cam e out 
smelling like a rose. I had rem inded my buddy, but he had 
forgotten all about it. T he bigest trea t w e had in the Bulge 
w as w here we could hea t and hea t our "C" rations by 
heating it on the eng ines of our trucks, it w as like being in 
a  5-star restaurant.

W e also  got treated  with Red C ross coffee and 
doughnuts. God b less America!

H ershei Cook 
75 INFD 899 FA BN A

MONUMENT TO GO UP IN VERMONT
...just received the A ugust edition of The Bulge Bugle. 
You’ve done a g rea t job on the new m em orial at Arlington 
Cerem ony.

I'm a m em ber of C hapter #17 of New H am pshire, Maine 
and Vermont. I, a s  an "agent" for our outfit have been 
elec ted  to c rea t a  small memorial in recognition to the 
m em bers of the Battle of the Bulge to be p laced at our 
wonderful S ta te  V eterans C em etery  here  in Randolph (VT).

I’ve talked with the Office of V ete rans Affairs in 
Montpelier and they’ve a sked  for a drawing. I have a 
professional drawing an proposed m onum ent. [Keep us 
posted, Gordon.}

G ordon  B. Pettingell
26 INF 101 INF G
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A GRATEFUL CITY
Re: p age  5, A ugust 2006 edition; 44th INFD, 114 INF 
A late friend w as in this unit and spoke of Luneville and 
S arreguem ines prior to the  Northwind offensive by the 
G erm an army. He got m e involved in an interesting story.

As w e know the  winter of 1944-45 w as brutal. The City 
of S arreguem ines w as isolated and starving of the 
population w as considerable. Major Robert H enderson 
Bennett, Division G-5, arranged  to supply the citizens from 
arm y depo ts  in Nancy. For this effort the citizens erected  
a 9 foot wide s tone  wall in a part on the side of the S arre  
River and placed a 3 foot x 9 foot bronze plaque citing him 
for "saving the  city." Flow ers a re  placed at the b a se  
continuously.

Sadly, Major B ennett w as KIA a few w eeks later, he is 
buried in T he Lorraine Am erican Military C em etery, St. 
Avoid. As a re  many from the Y ankee Division.

As w e know the YD, and 104th, not 44th, w ere the first 
divisions direct from USA, sailing 27 A ugust 1944. T hese  
two direct sailings w ere an  experim ent to check sp eed  of 
resupply. However, it w as not found feasible.

Bill L eesem ann
27 INFD 101 ENGR CMBT BN

REFERRAL TO AN ABSOLUTE AUTHORITY
Letter ad d re ssed  to Buddy Lovette.

I read  your letter in the  A ugust issue  of The Bulge Bugle 
and possibly can  offer som e a ss is ta n c e  to your inquiries.

In 2001 I w ent back to Belgium and G erm any with my 
whole family to revisit m any of the sites encoun tered  during 
the war. My outfit w as located in R oetgen w hen the Bulge 
sta rted  on D ecem ber 16. O ur wonderful Belgian friends 
directed m e to a R oetgen native who turned out to be a 
perfect gentlem an, but m ore importantly he is an historian 
for the region with trem endous know ledge of the even ts of 
WWII in the R oetgen, Hurtgen Forest, and A rdennes areas . 
His nam e and add ress: G erhard  E. Kristan; Faulen- 
bruchstr. 28A, D-52159, R oetgen, G erm any. G erhard is an 
abso lu te  authority and I believe will be happy to a ss is t you 
in any of your inquiries.

R obert W. Erskine 
78 INFD 303 MED BN D

HEY, NURSE...
T he "Perfect Person" who w rote the  article in the last Bulge 
Bugle about all the  m istakes he h a s  had to correct in the 
y ear of his "reign" and all the  honors that have been given 
him.. I’m su re  if he b reaks his arm  "patting himself on the 
back," he will have a hard time finding an Army Nurse 
wishing to give him a pain pill.

T here w ere many w om en in the  Battle of the Bulge and 
m any w ounded m en who n eeded  their nursing care. ALL 
the Army n u rses  tha t w ere in the Battle of the Bulge a re  
very disappointed  tha t w e w ere not m entioned on the new 
m onum ent tha t w as p laced in Arlington this year.

W hen a w ounded soldier w as suffering or crying, he didn’t 
call for a  soldier, he called for a nurse. S o  I think we did 
som e work that could have been  m entioned.

Ruth Puryear 
107 EVAC HOSP

NOM INATIONS FOR 
2006-07 EXECLTIV E COL'NCIL 

On behalf o f the Members of the Veterans o f the Battle of the 
Bulge, Inc., I wish to announce election of the following officers 
to serve the association for the fiscal year 2006-07.

President:
•Stanley A. Wojtusik, Sr.

106th Infantry Division 
Executive Vice President:

•John J. Dunleavy 
737th Tank Battalion 

Vice President, M em bership:
•Neil B. Thompson 

740th Tank Battalion 
Vice President, C hapters:

•John E. McAuliffe 
87th Infantry Division 

Vice President, M ilitary Affairs:
•Robert F. Phillips 

28th Infantry Division 
Vice President, Public Affairs:

•Demetri Paris 
9th Armored Division 

T reasu rer:
•William P. Tayman 

87th Infantry Division 
C orresponding Secretary:

•Dorothy S. Davis 
57th Field Hospital 

Recording Secretary:
•John D. Bowen 

Associate Member 
Trustees: T hree-Y ear T erm :

•Frances W. Doherty 
Associate Member 
•Earle O. Edmonds 

26th Infantry Division 
•James W. Hunt 

1st Infantry Division 
Trustees: Two-Year T erm :

•Harry J. Meisel 
565th Antiaircraft Artillery AW Battalion 

•George L. Watson 
87th Infantry Division 

•Joseph F. Zimmer 
87th Infantry Division 

Trustees: O ne-Y ear T erm :
•Richard G. Guenter 

511th Engineer Light Ponton Battalion 
•Ralph Bozarth 

Associate Member 
Election o f said officers occurred at the General Membership 
Meeting which occurred on October 13, 2006, at the Holiday Inn 
Downtown, in Louisville, Kentucky.

Respectfully submitted, 
George Chekan, Chairman 

Nominating Committee

Do you know a Bulge veteran 
who doesn’t belong to VBOB?

Ask him to join...we need his support.
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THE NIGKT BEFORE 
CHRISTMAS 

BASTOGNE, 1944

by JACK T. PRIOR 
lOTH ARMORED DIVISION 

MEDICAL BATTALION

[Doctor Prior advised that he wrote this article several 
years ago for The Bulletin which is published by Onondaga 
County Medical Society, Inc.]

W hen m y oldest son was a youngster he periodically posed the 
question, "Dad, w hat’s the m ost exciting thing that ever 
happened to  you?" It was a question ! never rem em ber asking 
my Dad and I w onder today what his answ er would have been— 
he did not serve in W orld W ar I. At any rate my answer to my 
son, John, was alw ays the sam e; recounting episodes o f the 
Battle o f  the Bulge with particular em phasis on Bastogne since 
I was "in residence" there from D ecem ber 20th, 1944, until 
January 17th, 1945. 1 w ould often tell the children the 
depressing story o f D ecem ber 24, 1944, just after I had finished 
reading The Night Before Christmas to them on Christm as Eve, 
em phasizing that this particular Christm as was neither happy nor 
m erry for m any people. For a long tim e I had prom ised m yself 
to put this Christm.as stor}/ on paper and it is some 28 years later 
that it is occurring:

Much o f the detail o f this particular period rem ains surprisingly 
fresh in m y m ind and the dates and sequences I had recorded 
daily in my diary which 1 carefully kept (contrary to my army 
directives) and still possess. I have alw ays chuckled over the 
years to see G eneral after G eneral (one being a past president) 
publish his m em oirs which have to have had origin in a carefully 
kept record—m aybe this rule did not apply to General officers!

I was a m em ber o f the M edical Battalion o f the 10th Armored 
Division. This division left G eorgia where it had trained too 
long and arrived in C herbourg Septem ber 23, 1944. The 
D ivision first saw action m attacking the outer fortifications o f 
Metz on N ovem ber 14th and my assignm ent was to help operate 
a clearing station preparing patients for transit to the nearest 
evacuation hospital. W orking in a safe clim ate, free o f artillery 
and sm ali arm s fire, i was ill prepared for the baptism liiai was 
soon to follow:

On D ecem ber 14th I was detached to the 20th Armored 
Infantry Battalion as their surgeon to replace their regular officer 
who had been evacuated with pneum onia. I had assigned to me 
a dentist and about 30 enlisted men who were trained as litter 
bearers and first aid men. Our detachm ent had arm ored half
track am bulances and tw o jeeps and was a w ell-trained unit, fhe 
20th A rm ored Infantry was part o f a com bat team , the latter 
com posed o f  a tank battalion, an engineer platoon, and a 
reconnaissance squadron. I his team , called "Team Desobry," 
after its infantry com m anding officer, moved through 
Luxem bourg on D ecem ber 17th on what we believed was an 
adm inistrative m arch with eventual quartering o f  the unit in 
Luxem bourg. I have alw ays been impressed with how little 
inform ation in the arm y filters down to personnel at my level

some virtue in this, for our assisnm ent actually was to move into 
the town o f  N ovillc, (seven kilom eters iioitlieast o f Bastogne). 
Field Marshal Gerd von Rundstedt could have told us our 
assignment. As the W est Front Com m ander, he had struck a 
blow in the Ardennes. He was on his way to override Belgium, 
Luxembourg, Northern France and penetrate to the channel coast. 
The little village o f  Bastogne was in his way since it was the hub 
o f a network o f seven spoke-like highways and would need to be 
taken on the way to his capturing Antwerp, largest supply point 
for Allied troops on the W estern Front. Soldiers o f the 9th 
Armored Division, 4th and 28th Infantry Divisions could also 
have made our assignm ent clear since their 95 mile sector was 
being overrun by the German on-slaught at that moment

Arriving in Noville at 6:00 a.m ., D ecem ber 19th. we found a 
sleepy little crossroads. My Aid Station was located in the pub.
1 found this type o f building alw ays best for our purposes since 
the large drinking area accom m odated many litter patients. 
W ithin two hours o f our arrival the little town had turned into a 
shooting gallery featuring sm all arms, m achine gun and tank fire 
on the main thoroughfare. The large front w indow o f the pub 
was an early casualty and it was necessary to crawl on the floor 
to avoid being hit as we treated our increasing num ber of 
casualties. Someone had selected oui backyard as the "airiirio" 
dump and this did not boost our equanim ity.

Team Desobry was ordered to hold Noville at all costs and it 
was not until the Battalion Com m and Post was hit and Major 
Desobry was wounded that we were ordered to withdraw to 
Bastogne. Evacuation o f the score o f injured had been virtually 
impossible. We did load four patients into a half-track at one 
point and just as it lum bered off, it received a direct hit from a 
tank and burst into t'lames. The four patients were unloaded and 
returned to the Aid Station; this under the gaze o f the German 
tank comm ander. Upon receipt o f the w ithdrawal order we were 
given ten m inutes to move out.

Since I had no functioning vehicular transportation and no 
litters I decided 1 would stay and surrender my patients to the 
Germans I asked for volunteers to stay with me hut the silcnce 
was deafening! It looked as if  only m yself and the tavern 
owners (an old lady and her husband who said their rosaries 
aloud for two days in their cellai) would leniaiii ueliiiiu.

At tins (joint my n is i seigeaiit sci/.cu llic initiative aiid ran iiitO 
the S tre e t ,  shouting at the departing tanks to swing by the Aid 
Station. The tankers ran into our building and after ripping off 
all the doors from the walls, strapped our patients to the doors, 
and tied them to their vehicles. The colum n then moved down 
the road to Bastogne where I assum ed there was a hospital and 
fresh defenders! It was not until after the w ar that we learned 
that Team Desobry had stopped the entire Second German 
Panzer Division which had assum ed it was opposing a much 
stronger force. O utnum bered by ten to one, the Noville 
defenders knocked out 3 1 enem y tanks in two days.

Even the trip back to Bastogne turned into another fire fight. 
In a late afternoon fog the colum n was stopped b\' the enemy 
who knocked out our tanks and harassed us with small arms fire 
from the flanks. We treated serious injuries in the ditches as we 
w aited three hours for the colum n to move again. Lying in the 
ditch and having sniper fire chip away at a fence post beside me 
was a terrifying experience. 1 was head to head in the ditch with 
my dental officer. He did not w ear a helm et with the bright red
r r o c c  c i i a a p c t p r i  m  i m p  'A i n t * r  ^ l i m i  I d  h p

-a suggestion 1 resisted. (Continued)
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BASTOGNE, 1944 (Continuation)
M any o f our enlisted m en dem onstrated great bravery on the 

road, pulling tankers from their blazing tanks, driving jeeps with 
the injured on the hood to our Aid Station. Many o f these aid 
men were soldiers whose reputation in the unit would have given 
no clue to the fact that under stress they could m eet this 
challenge. This observation was to be pounded home again, time 
after tim e, in the m onths ahead. I have never learned who to 
predict w ill be a hero!

I have often thought I ’d still be in that ditch on the Bastogne 
road if  had not been for the arrival o f  a Parachute Battalion from 
the 101st A irborne Division. This division had been hastily 
sum m oned from a rest area and rushed to Bastogne w ithout 
sufficient w eapons and suitable warm clothing. They were 
instrum ental in getting the rem nants o f Team Desobry back to 
Bastogne on D ecem ber 20th by routing the enemy.

Bastogne on this date was an intact but som ewhat deserted city. 
The sight o f  the residents dragging their belongings with them on 
little carts, leaving as we entered was recognized as a bad omen- 
-"rats leaving the sinking ship." M any o f these people faced the 
difficult decision o f  w hether to retain the Am erican flag over 
their door or to put the Sw astika back up.

My Aid Station was initially in a garage on one o f the main 
streets. Two days later I had to move into a larger area in a 
private three-story hom e as the casualties increased and because 
I could not heat the garage adequate ly -the  w eather was very 
cold and there was about a foot o f snow on the ground. My 
diary indicates we w orked 24 hours a day in the Aid Station, that 
the plasm a froze and w ould not run, that we had no medical 
supplies and the town w as continually shelled. It was a major 
decision w hether to run up the street a block to the Battalion 
Com m and Post.

W e in Bastogne never had any idea o f the im portance o f  this 
battle thinking it was ju s t another town. Its im portance did not 
dawn upon us until one day we hooked up a radio to a vehicular 
battery and heard the BBC in London paying tribute to the 
"gallant defenders o f  Bastogne." They com pared this battle to 
W aterloo, G ettysburg and Verdun. The news that we were 
surrounded also had a curious effect upon our m en -su ch  remarks 
were heard as: "they’ve got us surrounded, the poor bastards," 
or "surrounded, g o o d -n o w  we can attack on all sides." 1 can 
never rem em ber considering that we were going to lose that fight 
or that help w ould not eventually arrive. Germ an artillery fired 
propaganda leaflets into the town, urging us to surrender. These 
were regarded by the G I’s as hum orous and were collected and 
swapped like baseball cards. One o f these had a photograph o f 
a little girl and her letter to her daddy.

Dear Daddy,
Today I went to the birthday party o f Jean, but /  didn 't 

have a good time because I was worrying so about you. 
Last night Mummy cried and cried because we haven't 
heard from you for so long. Jean got a letter from her 
Daddy. He is a prisoner o f war. Jean says he will he sure 
to come back home now. Oh, Daddy, you just got to come 
home. We miss you so

Loads o f Kisses,
Winnie

Living in a city w ithout electricity, w ater, food and medical 
supplies was a challenge. My men scrounged pork steaks, ham 
and jam  from the vegetable cellars o f deserted homes. The 
com bat units sent w hatever food they found to the Aid Station

and any m edical supplies in deserted doctors’ offices found their 
way to us. C ivilian physicians were alw ays scarce in tow ns we 
took. 1 never rem em ber seeing a civilian physician in all o f  
Germany. The only explanation for this 1 can offer was that 
many physicians were m em bers o f the N azi party and that they 
took to the road before we arrived. Jewish physicians had either 
left the country or were in concentration camps. This o f course, 
had serious im plications in that the civilian population descended 
upon our Aid Station as soon as the Red Cross fiag was hoisted—
1 even did a delivery! The w ater problem was serious—melted 
snow was some help but cham pagne filled a big gap. Very few 
people have shaved and bathed in cham pagne as 1 did!

On Decem ber 22nd the G erm an C om m ander sent a major, 
captain and two enlisted me into the town with a w hite f la g - it  
was quickly rum ored that they had com e to arrange our 
surrender. Many o f our defenders took this lull to shave, wash 
or visit the straddle trenches. W hat follow ed is well know n-w e 
were given two parts to surrender the garrison or face com plete 
destruction. The G erm an C om m ander, Lt. General von Luttwitz, 
listed one A rtillery Corps and six heavy A.A. Battalions as ready 
to annilate us. General M cA uliffe’s reply o f "Nuts" posed a 
problem for their interpreters. The best they could do with the 
translation was: "Go to Hell." We were advised that a heavy 
shelling would o c c u r- it did but 1 cannot recall it being any 
different from the usual.

Now, in regard to the care o f  the w ounded in Bastogne, 1 have 
always believe and still do that this did not constitute a bright 
page in the history o f  the Arm y M edical D epartm ent. 1 operated 
the only Aid Station for the A rm ored Division Com bat 
Comm and although there were at least three other Battalion 
Surgeons with the arm or. I was holding over 100 patients, o f  
whom about 30 were very seriously injured litter patients. The 
patients who had head, chest and abdom inal w ounds could only 
face certain slow death since there was no change o f surgical 
procedures—we had no surgical talent am ong us and there was 
not so much as a can o f ether or a scalpel to be had in the city. 
The extrem ist w ounds were irrigated with a preciously slow 
supply o f hydrogen peroxide in an attem pt to prevent gas 
infection. I attem pted to turn my litter bearers into bedside 
nursing personnel—they were assigned by the arrival at our 
station Decem ber 21st o f two registered fem ale civilian nurses. 
One o f these nurses, Renee Lem aire, volunteered her services 
and the other girl was black, a native o f the Belgian Congo. She 
was "willed" to me by her father and when we eventually left 
Bastogne he was most distraught w ith me for refusing to take her 
along.

They played different roles am ong the dying—Renee shrank 
away from the fresh, gory traum a, w hile the Congo girl was 
always in the thick o f the splinting dressing, and hem orrhage 
control. Renee preferred to circulate am ong the litter patients 
sponging, feeding them , and distributing the few m edications we 
had (sulfa pills and plasm a). The presence o f  these two girls 
was a m orale factor o f  the highest order. This decaying medical 
situation was w orsening—with no hope for the surgical 
candidates, and even the superficial w ounds were beginning to 
develop gas infection. 1 never did see any tetanus develop 
during the entire siege. It was at this point that 1 visited the 
acting Division Surgeon o f  the 101st Airborne Division and 
requested that he m ade an effort to bring m edical help to us.

1 had not visited the A irborne area up until this tim e, Decem ber 
23rd. Their headquarters and (Continued)
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hosnital area w as in a fonner Belgian barracks compound 
M ajor D avison, their surgeon, listed as I detailed our hopeless 
situation, and he assured me it was im possible to bring a glider 
surgeon team  into the area because o f  the w eather and because 
the G erm ans w ould knock down anything that tried to tly in. He 
also stressed the fact that his paratroopers were used to being cut 
o ff  (N orm andy and Holland), and this situation was the expected. 
He then brought me to a riding hall where I saw the 
unbelievable! There on the dirt riding floor were 600 paratroop 
litter cases—I can not recall the num ber o f w alking wounded or 
psychiatric casualties. These patients were only being sustained 
as were mine. 1 did see a paratroop chaplain (arm ed with a 
pistol and shoulder holster) m oving along the dying. W hile 1 
was there som eone accounted that General Patton was only a few 
m iles out and that the road in would be opened mom entarily. 
This evoked loud cheers and whistles from all those in the riding 
hall. Gas gangrene was ram pant there, aided and abetted. I’m 
sure, by the flora on the dirt floor. M ajor Davison did drive into 
the G erm an lines later with a w hite flag in an attem pt to arrange 
a truce for m edical evacuation. He proposed to take out one 
G erm an w ounded to two A m ericans but this was refused by the 
ranking Germ.an m edical officer

I returned to m y Aid Station very depressed—it is ironic but 
surgical help did arrive in the person o f a M ajor Sorrell on 
D ecem ber 26th. He cam e in via a Piper Cub to care for 60 
patients—a m istake in decoding from the Airborne headquarters 
had occurred and the figure o f 600 hundred surgical patients was 
interpreted as 60. M ajor S oncii had a basic instrum ent kit and 
a few cans o f  ether. W hen he saw the riding hall and the mass
r\+‘ rvoti»antc n<=<=Hina cnra^>r\/ h<=» n\/pr\vhplm f»H HiQ*->» ~  ............. .............. . ----------------  -----------------------

was to take care o f  the gas infected extrem ities first feeling that 
he could save m ore lives this way as against the tim e it would 
take to do one belly, one chest or one head case. On December 
23rd hundreds o f  C -47’s droned over Bastogne and m ulticolored 
parachutes fell to ea rth -each  color representing a various 
category o f  supplies. Food, am m unition, blankets, medical items 
were eagerly gathered. Ihcrc v,as no attem pt at central 
collection and each unit corralled w hatever fell in their vicinity. 
M any parachutes fell in Germ an territory, and we later learned 
that they relished the fam ed "C" rations. Even the parachutes 
w ere utilized as bedding in our hospital. 1 can recall Renee 
Lem aire leaving her duties and rushing into the back yard to get 
a chute. She w anted the silk for a wedding dress. She 
invariably was beaten out by a soldier and alw ays returned empty 
handed.

D ecem ber 24th was another day o f constant shelling. General 
M cA uliffe sent his fam ous Christm as m essage to the troops 
asking them . "W hat’s merry about this Christm as?" He added 
that they w ere cold and hungry and not at home but that they 
had stopped four Panzer divisions, two Infantry divisions and one 
Parachute division. He concluded his m essage saying that we 
w ere giving our loved ones at hom e a M erry Christm as and that 
we w ere all privileged to take part in this gallant feat o f arms.

At 8:30 p.m. C hristm as Eve, I was in a building next to my 
hospital preparing to go next door and write a letter for a young 
lieutenant to his w ife. The lieutenant was dying o f a chest 
wound. As 1 was about to step out the door for the hospital, one 
o f  my men asked if 1 knew w hat da> it was, pointed out that on 
C hristm as Eve we should open a cham pagne bottle. The two o f 
us filled our cups. Ihe room, which was well blaclced out.

BA STO G N E, 1944 (Continuation) becam e as bright as an arc w elder’s torch. W ithin a second or 
two we heard the screeching sound o f the first bom b we had ever 
heard. Ever>' bomb as it descends seem s to be pointed right at 
you. We hit the floor as a terrible explosion next door rocked 
our building. 1 ran outside to discover that the three-story 
apartm ent serving as my hospital was a flaming pile o f  debris 
about six feet high. The night was brighter than day from the 
m agnesium flares the German bom ber pilot had dropped.

My men and I raced to the top o f  the debris and began flinging 
burning tim ber aside looking for the w ounded some o f whom 
were shrieking for help. At this juncture the German bomber, 
seeing the action, dropped down to strafe us with his machine 
guns. We slid under some vehicles and he repeated his 
m aneuver several times before leaving the area.

Our team headquarters about a block away also received a 
direct hit and was soon in flames. A larger num ber o f men soon 
jo ined  us and we located a cellar window (they were marked by 
white arrows on most European buildings). Some men 
volunteered to be lowered into the sm oking cellar on a rope and 
two or three injured were pulled out before the entire building 
fell into the cellar. I estim ated that about 20 injured were killed 
in this bom bing along with Renee Lemaire. It seem s that Renee 
had been in the kitchen as the bomb cam e down and she either 
dashed into or was pushed into the cellar before the bomb hit. 
Ironically enough, all those in the kitchen were blown outdoors 
since one wall was all glass. 1 gathered what patients 1 still had 
and transported them to the riding hall hospital o f the Airborne 
division.

At about 2;00 a.m., Christm as m orning, the bom ber rct"rned 
and totally destroyed a vacant building next to the sm oldering 
hospital. I have often w ondered how the pilot picked this 
hospital as a target. There were no external m arkings but, as 
some o f the men said the bomb must have come down the 
chim ney. Many tanks and h a lf tracks were parked bum per to 
bumper in the street in front o f  the hospital so it seem s probable 
he simply picked an area o f high troop concentration. Before 
our unit left Bastogne we dissected the hospital rubble and 
identified ilie majority o f  the bodies, including Rcnc Lemaire. 
1 brought her rem ains to her parents encased in the white 
parachute she so dearly wanted. I also wrote the following 
com m endation for her and forwarded it to our Com m anding 
General:

Medicai Detachment 
20th Armored injantry division 

tPO 260, I .S', trmy
2 January’ 19435 

SUBJECT: Commendation for Rene Bernadele Emilie 
Lemaire (Deceased)

TO: Commanding General, 10th Armored Division:APO 
260, U.S. Army (Attn: Division Surgeon) thru channels.

.4s Battalion Surgeon: 20th Armored Infantry Battalion:
I am recommending a commendation for Renee Lemaire on 
the following evidence.

This girl, a registered nurse in the country o f Belgium, 
volunteered her ser\’ices at the aid station. 20th .Armored 
/nfantfy Battalion in Bastogne: Belgium, 21 December. 
1944. .At this time the station was holding about 150 
patients since the city was encircled by enemy forces and 
evacuation was impossible. Many o f these patients were
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BASTOGNE, 1944 (Continuation)
seriously injured and in great need o f immediate nursing 
attention. This girl cheerfully accepted the herculean task 
and worked without adequate rest or food until the night o f  
her untimely death on 24 December, 1944. She changed 
dressings, fe d  patients unable to feed  themselves, gave out 
medications bathed and made the patients more com
fortable, and was o f great assistance in the administration 
o f plasma and other professional duties. Her very presence 
among these wounded men seemed to be an inspiration to 
those whose morale had declined from prolonged suffer
ing. On the night o f December 24 the building in which 
Renee Lemaire was working was cored with a direct hit by 
an enemy bomber. She, together with those whom she was 
caring for so diligently, were instantly killed.
It is on these grounds that /  recommend the highest award 

possible to one, who though not a member o f the armored 
forces o f the United States, was o f invaluable assistance to 
us.

JACK T. PRIOR
Captain, M.C.
Commanding 

Renee Bernadette Emilie Lemaire 
Place du Carre 30 
Bastogne, Belgium

1 have never learned w hat action was taicen on this 
com m endation.

Lt. Col. A bram s (now G eneral A bram s and aw aiting con
firm ation as Army C h ief o f  Staff) opened the road on Decem ber 
26 and elem ents o f the 4th Armored Division poured into 
Bastogne. I spent the next few days assisting M ajor Sorrell in 
surgery, and, on D ecem ber 27th a G lider Surgical Team arrived. 
This was a highly organized unit and they worked as team s on 
the abdom en, chest, etc. It was their role to prepare as many 
casualties as possible for evacuation to the rear. The Germans 
continued to shell the town day and night and the bombers 
continued their activities several tim es a night until January 2nd. 
It was not until January 17th that Team Desobry left Bastogne.

The most spectacular battle o f the W orld W ar II was over. 
More than 56,000 A m ericans were killed in this w inter blitz. 
The G erm ans had thrown 500,000 crack troops and 1,000 
thousand tanks into their last stand. They had used 800 
Luftwaffe planes in the A rdennes battle. They now reluctantly 
withdraw, battered and bleeding, and the wounds o f that fight 
never healed .□

BELGIANS CONDUCT 
MEMORIAL CEREMONY

By DEMETRI PARIS 
14TH TANK BATTALION 

9TH ARMORED DIVISION

The orders were to defeat the G erm ans and force them out o f 
Belgium. We did this as a com bat operation to defeat the Nazi 
threat. But the Belgian people considered this action to be a 
liberation from N azi occupation.

Then, on Decem ber 14, 1944, in his last desperate gamble. 
H itler’s army fiercely attacked to the surprise o f  the A llied high 
comm and. Once again the Germ an aggressor entered Belgium 
and Luxem bourg and. this tim e, com m itted m assacres and 
atrocities against both A llied soldiers and civilians. Despite 
heavy losses in both w ounded and killed, the U.S. troops held 
and again forced the German army to retreat.

We considered these to be com bat operations against the Nazi 
enemy. Not so with the Belgians. They insist we liberated them 
from the Nazi occupation. Not once b u t tw ice lib e ra ted  them .

Now, 62 years later, they continue to rem em ber and 
acknow ledge their gratitude. In a letter to VBOB Secretary John 
Bowen, m em ber M. D ’Haese m odestly writes: "Concerning the 
activities o f  the 5th Bon, 1 send you the enclosed pictures taken 
on Memorial Day o f 27 M ay last at H enri-Chapelle U.S. 
Cem etery with the A m bassador o f the U.S. Mr. T. Korologos 
and also with Lt. General E. Hanlon, Jr., USMC Military 
Representative NATO."

Their pride in having served alongside the U.S. Army is 
evidenced with their official letterhead which has:

1st U.S. A rm y 1944-1945 
A RD EN N ES 

A L L E M A G N E
The letterhead also has the follow ing information:

V eterans o f the  B attle  o f the  Bulge 
(V BO B)

C h a p te r  X X X V IIl 5th F usilie rs o f Belgium
M em bers o f the Battle o f the Bulge can be truly grateful to the 

5th Fusiliers for their sincere adm iration and continued public 
appreciation o f our com bat actions in these tim es when so many 
other nations no longer adm ire nor respect us.

Belgian Fusilier M. D'Haese with U.S. Ambassador 
Korologos and Lt. General E. Hanlon. Jr.

The Belgian Fusiliers have participated in all o f  the VBOB 
visits to the Bulge battlefields and with other veterans’ 
organizations in their tours. They have also had m em bers 
participate in our cerem onies in the U nited S tates.□
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U.S. & GERMAN FIELD ARTILLERY  
IN THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE AND 
SOME FACTS ABOUT THE GERMAN 88

Recent articles in m ilitary periodicals on the Battle o f the 
Bulge rem ind us that m any o f  the U.S. Infantrym en who fought 
in the Bulge were w oefully uninform ed about the German 
Artil!ery--and his own artiller)' as well. This is not surprising, 
since the m ilitary training o f most G I’s had not included any 
form al instructions on the artillery weapons, organization, or 
tactics o f the Germ an or the Am erican artillery.

W hat he picked up on his own about the artillery was 
som etim es m isinform ation based on myth, rumor, unreliable 
press articles, and "com m on know ledge." As a result, many 
infantrym en developed a distorted view o f the artillery o f the 
tw o nations. O ften, these views exaggerated the power o f the 
Germ an w eapons (especially the Germ an 88mm gun)--and tended 
to disparage the A m erican W eapons as obsolete and qualitatively 
inferior to the Germans.

The purpose o f  this paper is to dispel some o f those 
m isconceptions--andto  provide my fellow veterans with a factual 
account o f  the artillery  o f  both sides in the Battle o f the Bulge.

A m erican  Field A rtille ry  in 1944—
O bso le te  o r M odern?

Perhaps a b rie f review  o f  the changes m ade in the U.S. field 
artillery betw een the G reat W ars will best answ 'erthis question.

During W orld W ar ! the artillery arm o f the AFF was eqi i ipper l  
entirely with French (m ostly the fam ous French 75mm gun) and 
a few British pieces. At that tim e the French weapons were 
technologically  superior and were plentiful.

A fter the war, the U.S. decided to equip its peacetim e army 
with the French W W l weapons. However, even before the war 
ended, som e Am erican artillery officers found defects in the 
French guns—and the U.S. Field Artillery School at Ft. Sill, 
O klahom a, took the lead in calling for the motorizing o f  the 
U .S.field a r t il lc ry -a n d th c  replacing o f all foreign weapons with 
im proved w eapons o f  A m erican design. In response, several 
W ar D epartm ent Boards exam ined the question-includ ing , 
am ong other things, replacing the French 75 with a new 105mm 
how itzer as the main division artillery piece.

In the 1920’s, progress on the m odernization project was slow 
due to lim ited funds, pacifism , and conservativetendenciesin  the 
arm y, and the availability  o t surplus weapons. Despite these 
obstacles som e progress was made on designing a new 105mm 
how itzer and other weapons. In the 1930’s, the Field A rtillery 
School kept pushing for the new w eapons and the pace o f 
m odernization increased despite the effects o f the Great 
D epression. However, there w'as continued resistance from 
conservative senior officers to replacing the 75 with a 105 
how itzer. As late as 1939, General G eorge C. M arshall still 
opposed it because o f  the cost involved. N evertheless, with 
encouragem ent from the A rtillery School, innovativeartillery and 
ordnance officers continued in the 30 ’s to experim ent with new 
gun d es ig n s-an d  by the end o f the decade prototypes had been 
developed for the how itzers and guns which saw action in 
W W II. Also in the 1930’s after much debate, a decision was 
m ade to begin modernizing \he field artillery (which was horse- 
draw n)—and by the end o f  the decade 75% o f the division

. M l  I I I  Ia i i i t i c i ^  i i au ucci i  i i iuiui iz.cu.

In May 1940 the Germans easily defeated the French and 
British with a new type o f  mobile arm ored w arfa ie -and  
including the 105mm how itzer as their m ain division artillery 
weapon. In June the U.S. W ar D epartm ent finally announced 
that the U.S. division artillery would be armed with the new 
105mm how itzer and the 155mm howitzer. And in 1942. the 
decision was made to fully m otorize the U.S. field artillery. 
When the first American com bat troops landed in North Africa 
in A lgeria in Novem ber 1942, the First U .S.Infantry Division 
was arm ed with the new 105mm how itzer. M l. M oreover, all 
o f  the division’s artillery was m otorized.

By the Battle o f the Bulge (hereinafter referred to as the Bulge) 
in D ecem ber 1944, all America artillery units had been equipped 
with new American weapons. The new weapons entered the 
service on the following dates;

105mm how itzer in Novem ber, 1942 
155mm how itzer in July, 1943 
i55irnii gun in Deccinbei, 1941 
4.5 in. gun (originally o f UK design) in 1942 
90mm gun in 1943
8 in how itzer in 1942 
240mm how itzer in 1943 
105mm how itzer (self-propelled)in 1943 
155mm gun (self-propelled) in 1944 

Thus, in the space o f just over two decades and against 
formidable obstacles, the U .S.Arm y had m anaged to replace all 
o f  its WW l artillery pieces with new, modern howitzers and 
guns—and to convert from horse-drawn to m otorized artillery. 
Ian Hogg, the noted British expert on V/W '! artillery believes 
that the U.S. was so successful with its weapon program because 
its total focus was on creating new weapons. In contrast the 
German designers tried to overhaul current service weapons 
while designing new ones—thus not giving full attention to the 
new ones.

The .American artillery w eapons in the Bulge were not 
retrograde pieces o f W W l vintage, but were virtually new —and 
in fact newer than many o f  the com parable Germ an w eapons o f 
that day. How these new A nierican weapons com pared in 
quality with like weapons in the Germ an Arm y w'ill be discussed 
later in this paper.

A rtille ry  W eapons and  O rg an iza tio n  
in the Bulge
In order to keep this paper reasonably short—and to facilitate 

com parisons o f the artillery o f the two nations, the discussion 
will be limited to the artillery which participated in the Battle of 
Elsenborn; i.e.. the artillery o f 6th Panzer Army on the German 
side and artillery o f the opposing A m erican V Corps (-).

The Tactical Situation, Elsenborn Sector, as the battle begins 
on 16 December, 1944.

For his counteroffensive H itler decided to attack with three 
arm ies in the thinly held Belgian Ardennes. The main effort 
would be m ade on the right by the tank heavy 6th Panzer Army 
in the Elsenborn Sector between M onschau and L osheim -w here 
the Germans expected to counter only one infantry division (the 
99th) and a light cavalry group. Sixth Panzer Army included 
four SS panzer divisions, four infantry divisions, and a large 
artillery fo rce-supported  by a parachute drop and Skorzeney’s 
Special Operations Group. The four SS panzer divisions were 
charged w'ith exploiting the gaps opened up by the infantry

(Lontinued)
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ARTILLERY (Continuation)
divisions—and m aking a lightning dash to the Meuse River, 
Liege, and Antwerp. They expected to easily penetrate the 
99 th’s w idely dispersed defenses.

M uch to their surprise, the G erm ans soon learned that they had 
failed to detect the presence o f  a second infantry division(the 2nd 
Infantry D ivision) in the 99 th ’s sector. M oreover, the Germans 
had not anticipated that the A m ericans could reinforce the area 
with two additional divisions (the 1st Infantry Division at 
Butgenback and the 9th Infantry Division at M onschau) by 19 
December.

T he G e rm a n  an d  A m erican  A rtille ry  " O rd e r  o f B a tt le " -
E lsenbo rn , 16 D ecem ber 1944
As the Battle o f  Elsenborn began on 16 Decem ber 1944, the 

G erm an artillery o f  6th Panzer Army greatly outnum bered the 
guns o f  the opposing U.S. V Corps elem en ts-1222  to 314. 
(Thus belying the myth that the Am erican artillery always 
outnum bered the G erm ans.)

For details on the w eapons and organization o f the artillery at 
Elsenborn see Chart A, for Germ an O rder o f Battle (OB) and 
Chart B for the A m erican OB (Charts appear at end o f article). 
These charts present a picture o f the weapons involved (by 
caliber, type, nom enclature, and assignm ent), and the artillery 
organization.

An analysis o f  the tw o charts presents some interesting insights:
a. The division artillery o f the German and the American 

Infantry D ivisions were surprisingly s im ila r-bo th  in 
w eapons and organization. Both opted for a 105mm 
how itzer as the main close support weapon and for a 
m edium  how itzer o f  about 150mm.

b. At the Corps level there were noticeable differences 
in both w eapons and organization The G erm ans had a 
greater variety o f  cannon (including some Russian) and a 
m uch larger num ber and variety o f rockets and very heavy 
guns. O rganizationally, the G erm ans had no Corps 
A rtillery H eadquarters as such—and their non-divisional 
artillery was grouped into Volks A rtillery Korps (VAKs), 
W erfer Brigades, and Very Heavy Batteries.

c. Re; the 88s: Chart A shows that the German 88mm 
guns were obviously not the main close support weapon in 
the G erm an A rm y -(th a t function belonged to the 105mm 
how itzer). In the entire 6th Panzer Army there were only 
216 tow ed 88s out o f  a total o f  1,222 p iece s-an d  most 88s 
were Flak guns whose main mission was anti-aircraft 
defense. And note that there were no 88s in any o f the 
Germ an Infantry D ivision (V G D ’s).

One o f  the m ost notable advances in artillery weapons 
technology in W W Il was the proximity fuse. In both o f the 
G reat W ars, the fuses available for achieving air bursts were 
quite unsatisfac to ry -requ iring  daily registrations and settings at 
the guns. N eeded, was a fuse that would explode the shell when 
it arrived in the proxim ity o f  the ta rg e t-w ith o u t registrations and 
individual settings. The U .S.put some o f  its best electronic and 
engineering experts on this very com plicated problem. By 1944 
the U.S. had built an operational proxim ity fuse for use against 
ground targets and the artillerym en called it Pozit or VT 
(variable tim e). It consisted o f  a tiny battery and a 
transm itter/receiver which sent and received electronic emissions 
until the shell reach the optim um  distance from the ta rg e t-a t

which instant it detonated the shell.
W hen the German offensive began on 16 D ecem ber 1944, 

General Eisenhow er quickly released the new fuse for use in the 
E T O -an d  at Elsenborn it was first used on 19 D ecem ber at 
Monschau. The new fuse was em ployed tentatively at first 
because o f fears that it w ould endanger friendly troops and 
aircraft (it could not discrim inate betw een friend and foe). 
Therefore, the fuse was not fully exploited at Elsenborn during 
the Bulge. N evertheless, the Pozit Fuse was one o f the great 
technological achievem ents o f  W W Il. (Note: O ver the years, 
the U.S.field artillery resolved the safety problem s and during 
the ongoing war in Iraq, the Pozit fuse has been used with 
excellent results.)

Q U A LITY  O F  T H E  W E A P O N S -A  C O M P A R IS O N
Since many A m ericans believe that the Germ an artillery 

weapons firing at them were superior in quality to those o f the 
A mericans, we shall com pare the close support w eapons;that is, 
those guns which did m ost o f  the firing against enem y personnel- 
-o f both nations by assessing their respective characteristics.

See attached Chart C for a detailed com parison. Since this 
study focuses mainly on the close support weapons, only the 
principle light and m edium  pieces o f  the divisional artillery will 
be considered.

Chart C indicates that there is not much difference in the 
quality o f  the divisional w eapons o f the two sides. The 
A merican pieces have the edge in shell power, range, elevation 
and transport—w hile the G erm an w eapons were slightly lighter 
(desirable for close support m issions) and had more on-carriage 
traverse. In many cases the Am erican w eapon was as good as its 
counterpart in the G erm an A rm y—and in som e cases were better. 
The notion that the A m erican guns/how itzers o f  the division 
artillery were som ehow inferior to those o f the G erm ans in the 
Bulge is w ithout merit.

T H E  T H R E E  BASIC A R T IL L E R Y  FU N C T IO N S.
A significant aspect o f  the A m erican artillery’s perform ance in 

the Ardennes (and elsew here) was not so much in the num ber o f 
its tubes, but in its excellence in perform ing the three basic 
functions o f the field artillery: Shoot. Move and Comnmnicate.

a. T he "S h o o t"  o r G u n n e ry  Function .
The Am erican called the shooting aspect o f their mission 

Gunnery. This function involved all o f  the activities incident to 
placing artillery fire on the target. G unnery in W W Il was the 
area where the Am erican artillery made its m ost significant 
con tribu tion -and  particularly its use o f  m assed fires.

(1) M assed Fires:
As a result o f  experiences in W W l, the m ajor power had seen 

the need to improve their abilities to mass the fires o f  their 
division artillery. However, m ost nations were bound by tradition 
and habit and were slow to make the necessary changes to bring 
this about. Only the U .S.was w illing to make a clean break with 
the past and to restructure its entire artillery com m and and 
control structure in pursuit o f  a mass fire capability. Leading the 
way for the A m ericans was the Field A rtillery School at Fort 
Sill, O klahom a, where in the 1920’s a group o f  far-sighted, 
innovative young officers becam e convinced that achieving such 
a capability should be a top priority. After much deliberation, they 
decided that in order to mass the fires of a division, it would be 
necessary to make two major structural changes: (Continued)
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ARTILLERY (Continuation)
First, fire control w ithin the battalion would have to be 

centralized at battalion headquarters rather than remain 
decentralized to the firing batteries. Hence the battalion 
com m ander w ould exercise fire control instead o f the firing 
battery com m anders. This idea caused great dismay among older 
artillery officers who liked the old arrangem ent and adam antly 
opposed diluting the authority o f  the firing battery comm ander. 
D espite high-level opposition to their ideas well into the 1930’b, 
the officers at Fort Sill knew that centralization was key to their 
success—so insisted on this change.

Second, provide the battalion com m ander with the means to 
control the fires o f  the three batteries. Fort Sill created a Fire 
D etection C enter (FDC) on the battalion staff to be manned by 
highly trained gunnery experts. All requests for fire would be 
funneled to the FDC w here they would be processed, and fire 
com m ands relayed directly to the firing battery exec at the 
iiow ilzcr position. By 1934 Fort Sill had developed a prototype 
FDC and in 1940 an innovative new G raphical Firing Table was 
invented to help the FDC speed up its calculations. 
(B oyd.D astrup, King o f Battles.)

W ith war loom ing in 1941, the W ar D epartm ent finally 
approved the FDC system for the divisions—and FD C’s were 
installed throughout the artillery. Refinem ents in the system 
continued to be m ade at Fort Sill and in the units from 1941 to 
1943. One o f  the m ost notable refinem ents was the Tim e-on- 
Target (TO T) m ission in which many guns are massed on a 
single, and the projectiles are program m ed to arrive at the target 
at rmariy the same momeni ]  Hence, enem y personnel in the 
open are engulfed before they can take cover.

Subsequent com bat operations proved the value o f t he  masspH 
fire and TO T techniques. In the Bulge,A m erican divisions had 
no problem, m assing the fires o f their 48 organic pieces o f 
artillery. A lthough the m assing o f fires was norm ally limited to 
the fires o f  one division, at Elsenborn, by 20 December, there 
w ere four divisions defending the critical hinge o f the northern 
shoulder. The V Corps A rtillery Com m ander, Brig. Gen. 
H ehniek, seized the m.om.ent and authorized the 2nd Division 
artillery  to coordinate the fires o f all four divisions. On 22 
D ecem ber, the fires o f three divisions (129 available guns) were 
m assed by the 2nd Infantry Division on a single target. (It never 
becam e necessary during the battle to mass the fires o f all four 
d ivisions.) On the 22nd, the 2nd Division fired 63 T O T ’s -  
m ostly w ith 44 guns per mission.

The distinguished m iliary historian, T revor N. Dupuy believed 
that the U.S. FDC system was perhaps the most im portant reason 
w hy the U.S. artillery, by the end o f WWII was "best in the 
w orld."

The G erm ans too were aware o f the advantages o f  m assed fires 
and tried to develop a capability  during the Russian Campaign. 
By February o f  1944 their system had failed and they decided to 
design a new  one. The new system involved a "fire control 
battery" to be attached to and to control the tires o f each Volks 
A rtillery Korps (V A K ’s). This system got its first test in the 
Bulge but ran into problem s at the start. For exam ple, there was 
only one fire control battery available in the 6th Panzer Army 
during the entire cam paign—and it was not particularly  effective. 
It was readily  apparent to experiencedA m erican artillerym en that 
the G erm ans at Elsenborn were not m assing their fires effectively 
in support o f  their attacks.

(2) Air Observation:
Another aspect o f the gunnery was observation. Artillery lire 

is most accurate when it can be adjusted to the target by a 
trained observer. To ensure that they had good observation 
during W W II, arm ies em ployed both ground and air observers. 
Air observation had the advantage o f being able to see deeper 
into enem y lines (and better detect targets like enemy artillery) -  
but the disadvantage o f being limited by weather. An artillery 
air observation capability was desired by all arm ies o f that period

In June 1942, the W ar D epartm ent decided the field artillery 
should have an air observation capability, and two Pipe Cub 
planes were authorized at battalion and higher levels

In the Bulge, w henever the w eather perm itted, the American 
artillerym en made m aximum use o f their observation p lan es - 
with excellent results. Germ an General Thoholte later noted that 
American artillery directed by air observation was "exceptionally 
good" and fire directed by air observation "usually knocked out" 
its target.

On the German side at Elsenborn, the situation was quite 
different because they no longer could fly cub planes in daylight 
because o f  U.S. air superiority. Therefore, the artillery o f 6th 
Panzer Army had no air observation capability in the Battle o f 
the Bulge.

b. M obility
In addition to being able to shoot, the field artillery m ust be 

capable o f m oving—and m obility was especially desired for the 
close support units o f the division artillery. M obility is required 
not oiily to traiispoit ilie liuvvilzcr^ froii! one position to the next- 
-but also to resupply the units with am m unition, fuel, and food. 
As noted earlier, how itzers are not much use if they cannot be 
supplied with amm unition.

In WWI. Field artilleries were horse-drawn. In the 1920 'sthe  
reform ers at Fort Sill began urging that the U.S. field artillery be 
motorized. Despite considerable opposition to the idea, by 1935 
the U.S. Army had begun to replace its horses with trucks. 
W hen the Germans dem onstrated in 1940 that could be 
dcconiplished with liighly mubile forces, the U.S. .Arm.y 
accelerated the pace o f  its m otorization. By 1942, all American 
field artillery units had been fully m otorized.

At Elsenborn, the excellent m obility o f the artillery o f  the 99th 
and the 2nd Infantry D ivisions enabled them  to m inim ize their 
losses when Col. Peiper’s Panzers broke through on their right 
flank.

I'he m obility o f the Germ an artillery was quite another story. 
Am ericans have been led to believe by WWII film 
docum entaries that the whole German Army in the Bulge was 
highly mobile. However, in the I930’s, the G erm ans decided 
not to m otorize the infantry divisions. Hence, for m ost o f WWII 
the artillery o f the German infantry divisions was horse-drawn. 
In 1944, some o f the light battalions were provided with 
captured and other veh ic le s-b u t the 150mm howitzer units 
remained horse-drawn, as well as a couple o f the light battalions 
o f the VAK's. Some VAK units possessed only a single prime 
m over for every three or four pieces.

In the Bulge, an acute shortage o f gasoline further reduced the 
m obility o f the German artillery. Because o f the lack of 
transportation and fuel, the Germ an field artillery was notable to 
keep up with the advancing Panzers. For exam ple, it took the 
388th V.AK four days to move its six battalions to the next 
position—a distance o f oniy iz  m iles. (Continued)
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ARTILLERY (Continuation)
And only about h a lf  o f the Germ an Corps Artillery was able to 
follow in the w ake o f the offensive. (Danny Parker)

D uring the Offensive, both arm ies at Elsenbom  faced the 
problem  o f  resupplying their firing batteries with amm unition 
and fuel. The G erm ans were unable to solve their ammo 
resupply problem s—w hile the A m ericans, thanks to their superior 
m obility, were able to solve theirs quite handily.

c. C om m unications:
To perform its shooting (gunnery) function the field artillery 

m ust be able to com m unicate with higher, lower and supported 
units. W hen the FDC System was being developed it became 
evident that in order to exercise the control necessary to mass 
fires the FDC w ould have to be provided with an 
elaborate,redundant and reliable com m unication network 
involving the forward observers, FDC, and the gun batteries. 
M oreover, it should be an independent artillery system which did 
not rely on the infantry for wire links.

In W W II the prim ary means o f  com m unications was by 
p h o n es-in  the infantry divisions. Radio was considered a "back 
up" means. D uring the Bulge, the Am erican com m unication 
system generally perform ed well. During the first few days, 
there were some disruptions to w ire lines cut by shell fire—but 
these were usually repaired with dispatch.

R egarding G erm an artillery com m unications during the Bulge 
not much inform ation is available at the division level. W e do 
know that the Senior A rtillery O fficer o f 6th Panzer Army did 
not have independent artillery w ire/radio links to his subordinate 
u n its-su ch  as those available to his counterpart in U.S. V Corps, 
Brig. Gen. Helmick.

T H E  G E R M A N  88m m  G UN 
In tro d u c tio n :

The Germ an 88mm gun is the best known artillery weapon o f 
W W II. A m erican com bat veterans o f the ETO have strong 
feelings about this particular w eapon because they firm ly believe 
that the 88 was the artillery piece that did most o f the firing 
against them . V eterans tend to describe the 88 as the"super 
gun," "terrifying," "pervasive," and "scourge o f the battlefield." 
By the Bulge, the 88s had attained an alm ost mythical aura with 
the G I’s, and alm ost all G erm an incom ing artillery rounds, 
regardless o f caliber, were referred to as "88s" by the troops.

But these beliefs do not represent an accurate assessm ent o f  the 
88 as a field artillery weapon.

D evelopm ent o f the  88m m  FL A K  G un:
In 1925, the G erm an Luftwaffe anticipated the need for a 

heavy anti-aircraft gun. Because o f  restrictions o f the Versailles 
Treaty, the first gun was not produced until 1933 as the 88mm 
Flak 18. As w ar loom ed in the m id-30’s, efforts were made 
continually to upgrade the Flak 8 8 s-an d  new models were 
introduced in 1936, 1939, and 1942. As anti-aircraft guns, these 
w eapons were placed under the Luftw affe—with the mission o f 
defending against enem y aircraft in both the Homeland and on 
the battlefields. D uring W W II, Flak 88s were built.

a. The 88mm Flak 18; Entered the service in 1933. The gun 
featured a single-tube barrel on a pedestal,and an ingenious sem i
autom atic breech and a cruciform  platform  carriage.

b. The 88mm Flak 36: Entered the service in 1936. Because 
o f  flaws in the Flak 18, the G erm ans redesigned the weapon and

produced the Flak 36. This gun had a new three-piece barrel so 
the section near the cham ber could be replaced separately. The 
basic m ounting was changed from an octagonal to a square 
shape—and the piece was provided a new carriage.

c. The 88mm Flak 37: Entered the service in 1939. It 
em ployed a new proved data transm ission system for finer 
control. And a sim pler barrel construction o f only two segments.

d. The 88mm Flak 41: Entered the service in 1942. This 
version o f the Flak 88 was designed to enhance the w eapon’s 
capability as an anti-aircraft weapon by significantly increasing 
its m aximum range. The Flak 41 could reach alm ost 9.000 feet 
higher than the Flak 37. It also had im proved ballistics, an 
increase in the rate o f  fire, a new, longer tube, and new 
m ounting and am m unition.

Uses o f FLA K  G u n s - 1936-1945.
The German 88mm Flak gun was originally built to be 

G erm any’s m ain heavy anti-aircraft gun. During the Spanish 
Civil W ar in 1936-39 it was discovered that the 88 was also 
useful as an anti-tank gun. L ater Romm el used it very effec
tively in North Africa as an anti-tank gun—and it was as an anti
tank gun in North A frica that the 88 earned a world-wide 
reputation.

Latr the Germans made the 88 into a m ulti-purpose weapon; 
that is, the same piece could be used as an anti-aircraft, anti-tank 
and/or a field artillry piece. By 1943 the 88 added to its 
reputation during the large tank battles in Russia. During the 
Battle o f the Bulge, m ost 88 units were organic to the panzer 
divisions and had the prim ary mission o f  protecting the tanks 
from enem y aircraft. In a few instances in the Battle o f  the 
Bulge, the 88s were used as an anti-tank w eap o n -an d  only 
occasionally was it used as an anti-personnel weapon.

A New 88-
By 1943, the G erm ans had developed a new 88 caliber gun to 

be used exclusively as a heavy anti-tank/field  gun. In the Bulge, 
the 6th Panzer Army had two battalions o f  these new 88mm anti
tank g u n s -a  total o f 54. The old 88 Flak gun was kept in 
service for anti-aircraft purposes.

T he M yth o f the 88.
The Myth was born in North A frica w ith R om m el’s great 

success with the 88 as an anti-tank gun. At that tim e the 
G erm ans had plenty 88s w hile the U.S. and the UK had no 
com parable heavy anti-tank gun. Germ an propaganda publicized 
it as an all-conquering super-weapon. The U.S. and UK 
infantrymen som ehow came to believe that the 88 was a major 
threat not only to tanks but to the infantry as well. In 1943 
reports from the big tank battles in Russia extolled the prowess 
o f the 88s as the only anti-tank gun that could stop the new 
Russian T-34 tank. By the Bulge in 1944, most U.S. com bat 
infantrym en were fully persuaded that the 88 was their main 
nem esis on the ba ttle fie ld -an d th ey  invariably yelled "88s" upon 
hearing an incom ing round. Ian Hogg, the noted English expert 
on the artillery o f W W II, noted this tendency in his book on the 
German artillery o f W W II. And I, personally, noticed it as a 
forward observer at Elsenborn.

M yth  vs. R eality .
The Am erican infantrym en who fought in the Battle o f the 

Bulge believed firm ly that the (Continued)
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A R TILLE R Y  (Continuation)
German artillery piece beme tired at them were mostly 88s—and many 
G I’s still believe that to be true today. The average GI was not trained 
on how the German artillery was organized. Had he been trained on 
that subject he would have known that the main weapon of the German 
Division Artillery was the 105mm howitzer—not the 88. The Germans, 
like the Americans, had chosen the 105mm howitzer as their main close 
support, weapon because it was a better anti-personnel weapon than the 
88 or the 75. The 105 had several advantages over the 88: (1) the 105 
was lighter (4,980 lbs vs 10,992 for the 88) and the shell o f the 105 was 
larger and more lethal (4.81 Ibso fT N T  vs only 1.91 IbsofT N T  for the 
88), (2) the 105, as a howitzer, could lob shells behind hill masks while 
the 88. with its flat trajectory and high muzzle velocity could not.

In the German Army, as in ours, the weapons that were used primarily 
to fire at enemy personnel were the pieces o f the division artillery. 
Note in Chart A (Charts appear in this issue) that the main artillery 
pieces in the German division artillery, both infantry and panzer 
divisions was the 105mm howitzer. In the Bulge, the 88s were used 
mostly for anti-aircrRft protection o f the tan.ks in the panzer divisions, 
because the Americans and British had air supremacy.

Therefore, the evidence is overwhelming. The 88s were simply not 
the main weapon that was targeting the American infantry-man in the 
Bulge. The fear that the infantrymen had toward the 88s was very real- 
-but it was not based on fact. Nevertheless, this was probably one of 
the greatest myths to come out o f World War 11.

CO N C LU SIO N S

1. The U.S. Field A rtillery  in WVVH:
There is no m erit to the allegations that the U.S. Field Artillery fought 

W W ll with obsolete weapons o f inferior quality. All o f the American 
howitzers and guns w'ere virtually new and compared quite favorably 
with those of the G erm ans-and they were more highly motorized. In 
the aiCii i)f aitiilciy Iccliuulugy. tiic Aniei icaii proxiniiiyfuse was an 
achievement unmatched by the (jermans. though the Germans were 
ahead in missile technology.

In the area o f artillery operations, the Americans were noticeably more 
effective at controlling the fires o f the artillery by mastery o f the massed 
fire techniques.

2. I'he G erm an  S8s;
Early in the war. the American Infantry were misled into believing 

that the 88 was more dangerous to men in the front lines than was 
actually the case. A niylli developed and spread widely—and by the 
Battle o f the Bulge, the U.S. Infantrymen were persuaded that jusi alxmi 
every artillery round fired at them were 88s. Actually the lU5mm 
howitzer was the G erm an’s main anti-personnel weapon—and fired many 
more rounds at the infantrv than did the 88s—and with a lareer shell
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99TH INFA NTRY  DIVLSiON
fo r  s u b m it t in g  th is  in fo rm a tiv e  a r t ic le

NOW I’M AN ASSOCIATE
MEMBER... W hat do I do now?

T he best answ er to  th a t is ge t Invo lved .
At the reunion and in response to  recen t appea ls in The Bugle, 

w e have en ro lled  ap p rox im ate ly  1 GO a s s o c i a t e  m em bers. A s tim e 
passes, you w ill be the ones to  see tha t the B attle  o f  the Bulge 
is never fo rgo tten . W e c a n ’t let th is  in terest on y ou r part go 
un touched.

So, you m ight w ant to;
1 H elp your veteran  get his ex p erien ces  on to  a 

p iece o f  paper. T oo m any o f  the ir 
rem em brances w ill d isap p ear fo rever if  they 
are not recorded. W hen you have done this, 
send them  to  us and w e ’ll see th a t they  are 
preserved.

2. A ssist youi ve te ian  in ch ap te r ac tiv ities ; d rive 
him  to the p lanned  functions and  v o lu n tee r to 
help  them  w ith the ir even ts , he lp  him  form  a 
chap te r (o r ju s t a chat g roup ) in his ow n area 
(w e can send you nam es o f  B ulge v eterans in 
your ow n area), etc.

3. U se your in fluence  to  see tha t the B attle  o f  the 
B ulge is in troduced  to  school ch ild ren  in your 
area. Y o u ’d be su rp rised  how  little  the 
ch ild ren  are taugh t about W orld  W ar II.

W e are sure that you also have o th e r ideas tha t w ill be helpful, 
so take  yoiir ideas and pist them  to use.

W e thank you for y ou r support and know  th a t w e have put our 
leaacv  in aood  handsn

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS ■ 1944
—  ̂ I

This Is a picture of th« Christm as Card issued  to the 80th Division, 
shortly before their “Quick March to the Battle of the Bulge."
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2007 BULGE REENACTMENT 
62th Anniversar>’ Commemoration Battle 

TO HONOR WORLD WAR II VETERANS 
Fort Indiantown Gap PA 

23 Jan -  28 Jan 2007 
The W orld War II Federation iin ites  \o u  to their 

Battle o f the Bulge Reenactment this com ing Januar\ and the\ 
will be honoring the W orld W ar II Veterans during the week, 
with spccial c \en ts  scheduled for Friday. 26 Jan 2007.

Tliis is a great week for \ eterans which allows >oii to 
re li\e  \o u r  initial d a \s  in the Annv. living in genuine G1 
bunks in original WWII barracks. You need onh  bring a set 
o f sheets and a blanket or sleeping bag and yonr pillow .A.I1 
sleeping is on lower bunks. It g i\c s  you an opportunity to 
enjoy the conieraderie of fellow v eterans, enjoy W'WII v ideos, 
penise material on the Bulge and partake o f the hospitality. It 
will also g i\e  you an opportunitv to visit the reenactors 
barracks which they will hav e transform ed back to the diiy s of 
WWII and be able to interact with them.

You are their role-niodels and they are try ing to learn 
about what it was like back in the 1940s. They do this to 
honor you.

V'cterans mav arrive after 1700 hours on Tues 2.1 Jan 
2007. The Veterans Barrack will be Building 12-15. At 2000 
hours, on Tues. they will be showing 1940 Movies in Bldg #
12-15. As usual, the veterans will have a hospitalitv suite set 
up in the barracks as well as a m em orabilia display

On Fridiiy. the Federation v^ill salute the Veterans 
w ith a Tactical Banie Briefing at I2.>0 Hours in the 
Community Club followed by a free luncheon for Veterans at 
1330 hours (others may attend at $6.(K)), At 1700 hours there 
will be a W reath Laying at the VBOB M onum ent and 21 gun 
salute As usual there will be 1940 Vlovies in Bldg #12-15 
and hospitality in the Veterans Barracks. For Bulge veterans 
they arc offering a discount coupon o f $15.00 from prices of 
Option .A <ft B below. Contact John Bowen for the coupon

On W'ed. 24 Jan the Flea M arket will open and 
contmiie through Sat..

Registration hours are Tuc. POO to 2000 hrs: Wed A; 
Thu. 1000 -  1200 hrs. 1400-1700 hours and 1'.>00-2100 hours; 
Fri. 1000-1200 hrs. 1400-2300 hours; Sal. 0600-0700 hours 

On Sat. troops will move into the battlefield at 0900 
hrs Veterans will be transponed by bus for a tour of Ihc 
battlefield 1030-1200 hrs .At I800 hrs dinner will be served in 
the Community Chib and at 2 100 hrs there v\ill be an Evening 
o f Period Entertainment during which the Veterans will act as 
judges for the I940 's  Talent Show

Option A with a biink in the barracks and with 
D inner on Saturd;iy will be $67 for the 6 days Option B with 
a bunk but without meal v mI I  be S47 ()0 Option C at S22 is 
for V eterans only and is for the D inner Meal Entertainment 
onlv. for those not staying in the bairacks.

If you would like a Registration packet send 
a self-addressed stamped envelope to John D. Bowen. (>13 
C hichester Lane. Silver Spnng MD 20904-3331. e-mail 
johndbow en (•/earthlink.net or go to wAv vv .vvw iifedcration org 
Deadline is 31 Dcc 2<Mt6.

GENESEE VALLEY CHAPTER 
DEDICATES MONUMENT
John D. Foy, Secretary o f  the G enesee V alley Chapter, provides 
us with the follow ing photo o f  the m onum ent dedicated in 
October, 2005, at the entrance o f  O ntario Beach Park in 
Charlotte, New York

WESTERN MICHIGAN CHAPTER 
MEETS WITH GOVERNOR
In August, 2005, C hapter 23 was invited to attend the annual 
G overnor’s Review o f the M ichigan N ational Guard at Camp 
G rayling, M ichigan. Seven m em bers o f the M ichigan C hapter 
attended the m eeting and reception.

With Michigan Governor Jennifer Grandhohti are: left to 
right: Jim Wihby, Richard Rizzio, Fred Kore. Wayne 
Mentier, Maury Cole, Tony. Stefan and William Nemecek. a
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THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE HISTORICAL FOUNDATION
Invites You to Join Your Friends for the 

“ EV ENTS OF REMEMBRANCE AND COMMEMORATION * 
OF THE 62"*̂  ANNIVERSARY OF THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE 

December 14, 15 and 16, 2006 
Metropolitan Washington, DC

The DoubleTree Hotel Cry stal Cil> . b> Hilton. 300 A nn>-Na\> D ri\e . in Arlington VA22202 has been selected, with its panoram ic 
\ ie\v o f  our N ation s Capital, as the site for acti\ ities com m em orating the 62”̂ ' Anniversar> o f the Battle o f the Bulge. December 14 -
16. 2006. Tliis hotel, just off Route 1 in C r\sta l Cit> is a 7 minute d ri\e  from Reagan national Airport and a 2 Cit> block walk to the 
Pentagon M etro Station and the Pentagon Mall It proMdes easy access to W ashington DC and has just recenth com pleted a major 
renovation for great accom modations, at a reduced rate of S99.00. single or double occupancy plus ta.\es. Parking is C o inp lim en tn . 
This rate is available for any night(s) betw een D cccmbcr 13 and Dccembcr 17. For room reservations please call the DoubleTree 
Reservations (1-800-Hiltons) or 703-416-4100 b\ December 1, 2006. Mention tliat you are attending the BATTLE OF THE 
BULGE e\ ents for the special rate and ask for a room w ith a View o f W ashington DC.

THVRSDA K DECEMBER 14. 2006
2:00 PM -  6:00 PM Registration (Hospitalitv Suite. Jackson), receive name badges. Banquet/bus tickets, and information.

(If you arc only attending the Banquet, you may pick up >our tickets at the DoubleTree by 6:00 PM Dec 
15"’.) Plan ahead with your friends to be seated at the same table (rounds o f 10 per table).

3:00 PM -  10:00 PM Hospitalitv Room/Exhibits, scrapbooks. John Bowen & Bob Phillips. Battle o f the Bulge Historians will be 
the hosts A pnxate area in the Hotel restaurant has been re sen ed  for supper from 6:30 -  8:00 PM for the 
Battle o f the Bulge Velcrdns (.pav nieni is on your own). A time to renew rriendsiiips & \ isit w/old frieiids.

FRIDA Y, DECEMBER 15. 2006
8:00 AM -  9:00 AM Registration open/Rccei\ c name badges. Banquct/bus tickets. Jackson (Hospitalit>' Suite).
9:00 AM Charter buses depart hotel

10:00 AM -  3:00 PM Wc w ill be visiting the bnind new US M arine Corps M useum at Quantico VA w hich opens for the 
first tunc on Veterans Da> Compare Marine Basic Lunch on your own and at your leisure 

at the Museum. Those wanting to do some quick & unique Christm as Shopping at the Pentagon
M cill w ill b e  u iuppC C l ilic iC  Oil Oui iC iu iii fiO iu  ih c  M a ii i iC  iVjuSCuui. Vv̂ C V \ill IC<r\C th e  M uSC U iil iii

4 4\s^
wi . X JV i  J U I  J I I  l l U l k . - J .

b a n q u e t  a t  t h e  is "* f l o o r  JEFFERSON ROOM, DOUBLETREE CRYSTAL CITY
6 0 0  PM Social Hour/Cash Bar
6:45 PM Seated for Dinner.
7 0 0  PM Color G uard/M em bers o f the Fife and Drum Corps/Ccreinonies
7:15 PM D inner sen  cd.

BANQUET ENTREE The choke o f  entree fo r  the Banquet is:
Medallions o f Beef Tenderloin 

f>R
C 'hick.cn Piccata nith lemon caper .sauce

Program:
G reciings from Dignitaries
Spe^iker To be Announced. The Militarv Then and Now.

.After Banquet Hospitaliiv Room open. Jackson Suite, at DoubleTree Crvslal Cit>

.SATURDAY, DECEMBER 16. 2006
9 30 AM Bus leaves from DoubleTree Crvstal Citv Hotel to A rlington Cemeterv

11:00 .AM Impressive ccreinonv and placing of wreath at the Tom b o f the Unknowns. Arlington Cemeterv
1! 30 AM Cercmonv o f Remem brance. Baltic o f the Bulge Memorial, across from .AmphitJieater.
1 200  PM Ccreinonv o f Remem brance. Battle of the Bulge Memorial, Porter Av enue. Arlington Cemeterv

IOO PM Buffet Luncheon. Hosted by VBOB. DoubleTree Cry stal City Hotel
Suearing-in  o f nev\ VBOB officers.
Com m ents by VBOB President 
Farev\ell

N otes Free Airport shuttle provided bv the DoubleTree Hotel ev en  half hour. 3 miles from Reagan W ashington National Airport 
Free Shuttle from DoubleTree Hotel everv hour on the halfhour to Pentagon Cit> Metro (BlueA 'ellow Line) and Pentagon Citv Mall 
Skvdomo Lounge the a rea 's  onlv revolv ing rooftop lounge for a spectacular v lew o f W ashington at night Cover & music applies after
9 PM Fridav & Saturdiiys The Cafe Restaurant open 6:30 AM to 11:0<) PM

THE BULGE BUGLE 16 Novembei-2UU6



RESERVATION FORM 
‘REMEMBRANCE AND COMMEMORATION’’ 

OF THE 62"‘̂ ANNIVERSARY OF THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE 
December 14, 15 and 16, 2006 

Metropolitan W ashington, DC

Return form and check by December 1, 2006 to:
Battle of the Bulge Historical Foundation 
FO Box 2516,
Kensington MD 20895-0181

Name;

Questions:
John D Bowen. 301-384-6533 
E-.Mai!: johr.dbov.enV.' earthlink.net

Telephone

Spouse/Guest

Address; Cit>; State; ZIP:

Battle of Bulge Lnit; 

E-Mail Address:

Number AttendingRESERV.\TIONS

Registration Fee ________

THURSDAY, DECEMBER U , 2006
6:30 PM -  8 00 PM: DoublcTrcc Hotel Restaurant _________

Please indicate the number lhal will be attending so that we can ad\ ise the hotel.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2006

Chartered Bus, 9;00 AM -  4:00 PM ________

9:00 AM -  2:30 PM Visit to US Marine Corps new Museum at Quantico VA 
2:30 PM Return to Hotel dropping off shoppers at Pentagon iVlall

Cost/Person 

SI 0.00

on vour own

530.00

555.00

Total

Commemorative Banquet. DoubleTree Hotel Crystal City _______________
6:15 PM - 10:00 PM Jefferson Room 15"’ Floor -  Beautiful \ ie%\ o f W ashington under the lights 
Please make vour Main Course selection(s):

□

M edallions of beef lendcrloiii 
O R

Chicken Piccata with lemon caper sauce 

Diabetic Meal

(N'aiiic_

(Namc_

(Name )

Plan ahead u  ith >our fnends to be seated at the same table. Tables are Rounds o f 8 Please indicate friends w ith \\ hom you 
would like to sit: _________________________________ _______ _

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2006:
9:30 AM Chartered bus to Arlington Cenieter> ________________  S15.00 ___

10:00 AM Drive-by WWII M emorial:
11:()() AM Ceremonies: Tomb o f the Unknow n Soldiers and V'^OB Monument No. .‘Vttending;______
12:30 PM Bus Return to DoubleTree Crsstal City Hotel

1:00 PM VBOB Luncheon <ft Installation o f O fficers No. Attending:________ SIO.OO* _____
* l otal Cost o f I uncheon is S28.00 ol'which \'B O B  will hind SI 8 00 for actise VBOB National Member & Chiest 

\  HDB .Membership = a.s shown on vour last page o fth e  Bulge Bugle
GRAND TOTAL (Enclose check made out to BoBHF Comm emoration): $____
NO TES Ji REMINDERS:
B anquet D rtss: BusincNs suit/black tie (m in ia tu re  medals encouraged) o r militar> dress uniform
Room reservations m ust be m ade with the DoubleTree C n s ta l  City directly, by Decem ber 1, 2006 (Telephone (1 -800-H iltons). 
R etu rn  completed Reservation Form  for events to BOB Historical Foundation bv 1 Decem ber 2(K>6, (Telephone 301-384-6533). 
No cancellatitm  refunds afte r Decem ber 9, 2IK)6.
Please indicate in all places the num ber & names a ttend ing  so that we can be advised of the p ro p er num ber to plan. Thanks! 
'" P L E A S E  BRING A PIC TU R E ID (D rivers License, Passport, Mil ID) for the W ashington a rea * '*
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The WERETH 11

Remembering the Invisible 
Soldiers of the Battle 
of the Bulge

Submitted by John McAuliffe 
Vice President for Chapters

Few realize  that a d ecisive  facto r in the  defense  o f  B astogne, 
during  the B attle  o f  the B ulge, rested  in the  a rtille ry  support o f  
the su rrounded  tow n. O ne o f  the  h eavy  (155m m ) artille ry  units 
w as the  seg regated  969th  F ie ld  A rtille ry  B atta lion  jo in e d  by a 
few  h ow itzers and  surv ivors o f  the seg rega ted  333rd  F ie ld  
A rtille ry  B atta lion . For th e ir actions the 969th  FA B rece ived  the 
P residen tia l U nit C ita tion , the h ighest aw ard  a m ilita ry  unit can 
rece ive . In sp ite  o f  th is  m erito rious serv ice , p a rtic ipa ted  by 
b lack  G I’s in the B attle  o f  the  B ulge, o r for that m atte r in 
W W II, is no t w ell know n or recognized .

E veryone know s o f  the  T uskegee  A irm en  and som e know  o f  
the 761st T ank  B atta lion  and the  R ed B all Express. H ow ever, 
the m ajo rity  o f  the b lack  G I’s in W orld  W ar 11, 260 ,000  in the 
E uropean  T heatre  o f  O perations, w ere  no t fo rgo tten  to  h istory , 
they  w ere  sim ply  n ever acknow ledged . T hey w ere the 
"invisib le" so ld iers o f  W orld  W ar 11. T hey include e leven  young 
a rtille rym en  o f  the 333rd  F ie ld  A rtille ry  B atta lion  w ho w ere 
m urdered  by the SS, a fte r surrendering , during  the B attle  o f  the 
Bulge.

The 333rd  F ield A rtille ry  B atta lion  w as a 155m m  h o w itzer un it 
that had been in action  since com ing  ashore  at U tah B each on 
June 29, 1944. T ypical o f  m ost seg rega ted  units in W orld  W ar
11, it had w hite o fficers and b lack  en listed  m en. At the tim e o f  
the B attle o f  the B ulge, the unit w as located  in the v icin ity  o f  St. 
V ith, B elgium . S p ec ifica lly  it w as no rtheast o f  Schonberg  and 
w est o f  the O ur R iver in support o f  the A rm y V ll C orps and 
especially  the 106th Infantry  D ivision.

On D ecem ber 16th, G erm an  artille ry  began  she lling  the 
Schonberg  area. W ith reports o f  rap id  G erm an  infantry and 
arm ored  progress, the  333rd  FAB w as ordered  to  d isp lace  fu rther 
w est but to  leave C B atte ry  and Serv ice  B attery  in position  to  
support the 14th C avalry  and the 106th D ivision. By the 
m orn ing  o f  D ecem ber 17th, these  tw o positions w ere rap id ly  
overrun by the advan c in g  G erm an troops and arm or. W hile 
m any personnel tried  to  escape  th rough  Schonberg , e leven m en 
o f  the Service B attery  w en t overland  in a northw est d irection  in 
the hopes o f  reach ing  A m erican  lines. A t about 3 :00 p.m ., they  
approached  the first house in the n ine-house  ham le t o f  W ereth , 
B elg ium , ow ned by M athius Langer.

The m en w ere cold , hungry , and ex hausted  afte r w alk ing  cross
country  through the deep snow . T hey  had tw o rifles betw een  
them . The fam ily  w elcom ed  them  and gave them  food. But th is 
sm all part o f  B elgium  did not n ecessarily  w elcom e A m ericans as 
"L iberators." T his area  had been part o f  G erm any  before  the 
First W orld W ar and m any  o f  its c itizen s still saw  th em selves as 
G erm ans and not B elgians. The people  spoke G erm an  bu t had 
been forced to  becom e B elg ian  c itizen s w hen the ir land w as 
g iven to B elgium  as part o f  the W W l repatria tions. U nlike the 
rest o f  B elgium , m any people  in th is a rea  w e lco m ed  the N azis in

1940 and  again  in 1944, becau se  o f  th e ir  s trong  tie s  to G erm any . 
M ath ius L an g er w as not one o f  these. A t the  tim e he took  the 
b lack  A m erican s in he w as h id ing  tw o  B elg ian  dese rte rs  from  the 
G erm an  A rm y and had  sen t a d ra ft-ag ed  son in to  h id ing , so the 
N azis  cou ld  not co n sc rip t him . A fam ily  friend  w as a lso  at the 
house w hen  the  A m erican s ap peared . U n fo rtu n ate ly , unknow n 
to the L angers, she w as a  N azi sy m path izer.

A bout an hour later, a G erm an  patro l o f  the  1st SS D ivision, 
be long ing  to  K am pfgruppe  H ansen  a rrived  in W ereth . It is 
be liev ed  the N azi sy m p a th izer in fo rm ed  the SS that there  w ere 
A m erican s at the L anger house. W hen  the  SS troops ap p roached  
the house the e lev en  A m erican s su rren d ered  q u ick ly , w ithout 
resistance. T he A m ericans w ere  m ade  to sit on the road, in the 
co ld , un til dark. T he G erm ans then  m arch ed  them  dow n the 
road. G unfire  w as heard  d u ring  the  n igh t. In the  m orn ing , 
v illag ers  saw  the bod ies o f  the m en  in a d itch . B ecause  they  
w ere  a fra id  th a t the  G erm ans m igh t re tu rn , th ey  did no t touch  the 
dead  sold iers. T he snow  cov ered  the  bod ies  and  th ey  rem ained  
en to m b ed  in the  snow  until m id -F eb ru ary  w hen  v illag ers  d irec ted  
a U .S. A rm y G rave  R eg is tra tio n  un it to  the  site . T he official 
report n o ted  that the m en  had been b ru ta lized , w ith  b roken  legs, 
bay o n et w ounds to  the head, and fing ers  cu t o f f  Prior to  their 
rem oval an arm y ph o to g rap h er took  p h o to g rap h s o f  the  bod ies to 
do cu m en t the  b ru ta lity  o f  the  m assacre .

An in v estiga tion  w as im m ed ia te ly  begun  w ith  a "secret" 
c lass ifica tio n . T estim o n ies w ere  taken  o f  the  G raves R egistra tion  
officers, the arm y  p h o to g rap h er, the L angers and  the  w om an  w ho 
had been  p resen t w hen  the  so ld iers arrived . She tes tified  th a t she 
to ld  the  SS the  A m erican s had left! T he case  w as then 
fo rw arded  to  a W ar C rim es In v estig a tio n  unit. H ow ever, the 
in v estiga tion  show ed  th a t no p o sitiv e  id en tifica tio n  o f  the 
m urderers cou ld  be found  (i.e ., no un it pa tch es , v eh ic le  num bers, 
e tc .)  on ly  that th ey  w ere  from  the  1st SS P an zer D ivision . By 
1948 the  "secret" c lass ifica tio n  w as can ce led  and  the paperw ork  
filed  aw ay . T he m u rd er o f  the W ereth  I I w as seem ing ly  
fo rgo tten  and  unavenged!

Seven  o f  the m en  w ere b u ried  in the  A m erican  C em etery  at 
H en ri-C hapelle , B elg ium , and  the o th er four w ere  re tu rn ed  to 
th e ir fam ilie s for burial a fte r the w ar ended . Fhe W ereth  1 I 
rem ain ed  unknow n, it seem ed , to  all but th e ir fam ilie s until 
1994.

H erm an L anger, the son o f  M ath ius L anger, w ho  had g iven  the 
m en food  and she lte r, e rec ted  a sm all cross, w ith  the nam es o f 
the  dead , in a co rn er o f  the  pastu re  w h ere  th ey  w ere  m urdered , 
as a p rivate  gestu re  from  the L an g er fam ily . But the m em orial 
and the  tiny  ham le t o f  W ere th  rem ain ed  b as ica lly  o b scu re  in a 
tiny  ham le t w ith  no school o r shops there  w ere  no  signs on the 
ro ad w ay s to  ind ica te  the  m em o ria l, and  it w as not listed  in any 
gu ides o r m aps to  the B attle  o f  the B ulge b a ttle fie ld . Even 
peop le  looking  for it had tro u b le  fin d in g  it in the sm all G e rm an 
sp eak ing  com m unity .

In 2001 th ree  B elg ium  c itizen s em b ark ed  on the task  o f 
c rea tin g  a fittin g  m em o ria l to  these  m en  and  ad d itio n a lly  to 
h o nor all b lack  G I’s o f  W W II. W ith  the he lp  o f  an A m erican  
physic ian  in M obile, A labam a, w hose fa th e r had  fought and  w as 
cap tu red  in the  B attle  o f  the B ulge, a g rassro o ts p u b lic ity  and 
fu n d-ra ising  e n d eav o r w as begun , and has had m odest success. 
T here  are now  road signs in d ica tin g  the  location  o f  the 
m em orial, and the B elgium  T ouris t B ureau listed  it in the  60th 
A n n iversary  "B attle  o f  the  B ulge" b rochures. T h ree  fam ilie s  o f

(C o n tin u ed )
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the  m u rdered  m en  have been located, inch id ing  one U.S. g rave 
site.

E nough  m o n ey  has been ra ised  to purchase  the land the curren t 
m em o ria l is on and  m o n u m en t co n stru ctio n . Further m onies are 
need ed  to  p rov ide  fo r a p reserva tion . It is b e lieved  that th is is 
the on ly  m em o ria l to  b lack  G I’s o f  W W Il in Europe. C on tri
bu tio n s w ill be g reatly  ap p rec ia ted  and w ill go en tire ly  to  
m ain ta in in g  and  p reserv a tin g  the m em oria l. The site w as ded i
ca ted  on M ay 23, 2004  and co n trib u tio n s can  be m ade payable 
to  U .S. W e re th  M e m o ria l ,  and m ailed  to  N orm an  L ich ten field , 
6701 A irport B lvd #B 110 , M obile, A lab am a 36608.

The goal is to make the Wereth II and all black GI’s 
"visible" to all Americans and to history. They, like so many 
others, paid the ultimate price fo r  our freedom.

M a ss a c h u e tts  V e te ra n s  
.M em orial C e m e te ry  in 

W in c h e n d o n
[John McAuliffe also sent us a copy o f  an August 17, 2006, 
Telearum & Gazette article by Jasun Feifet frum  which we 
have extracted the following information.]

[E xcerp ts] " It w as a v ic io u s slay ing , and one largely  forgotten 
or ignored  by histor>'. B ut th a t changes th is  w eekend , w hen the 
first A m erican  m o n u m en t to  those  fa llen  so ld iers goes up at the 
M assach u se tts  V e terans M em oria l C em etery  in W inchendon.

"T he 11 m en  w ere  from  A labam a, and th e re ’s no te llin g  if  they  
had a co n n ec tio n  to  W inchendon . I3ut the m onum en t w ill be 
there  large ly  because  ol the eilu its. ul ra x to ii les id en t C hristian  
W. d eM arck en , h isto rian  for the  C entra l M assachuse tts  C hap ter 
o f  the  V eterans o f  the  B attle  o f  the  B ulge, w ho lived  in B elgium  
w hen  the  N azis  invaded

"A m erican  so ld iers need  to be rem em b ered , he said. T h a t’s 
e sp ec ia lly  true  o f  those  w ho have been so long  forgo tten ....

"In 2001 , th ree  B elg ian  c itizen s began  w ork ing  to c rea te  a 
m o n u m en t to  the  m en  and it w ent up in W ere th  in M ay 2004. 
A bou t th a t tim e, one o f  the B elg ians, a w om an  n am ed  A dda 
R ikkcn , began  look ing  for som eone  to  build  a com panion  
m o n u m en t in .America.

"T hrough  a series o f  co n tac ts , she go t in touch  w ith Mr. 
deM arck en . an A rm y veteran  w ith  a th ick  accen t. B ecause o f  his 
he ritag e  and ex p ertise , he w as en th u siastic  about the project.

"M r. d eM arck en  is A m erican -b o rn  and o f  B elg ian  descen t; his 
fam ily  w as liv in a  in B elgium  w hen the G erm ans invaded. He 
w as 12 at the tim e. H is fa th e r su rv ived  d esp ite  be ing  cap tu red  
tw ice  by N azis , and  spen t tw o years in a con cen tra tio n  cam p. 
M r. d e M a rc k e n ’s w ife  a lso  grew  up in B elgium  during  the war.

" ‘W e know  w hat it is to be co ld , to  be hungry  and to be 
scared . S cared , e sp e c ia lly ,’ he said.

"M r. d eM arck en  spen t tw o  y ears w o rk in g  on the p ro ject, w hich 
w as u n an im o u sly  app ro v ed  by the  C entra l M assachuse tts  c h ap ter 
o f  the  V e teran s o f  the B attle  o f  the B ulge. It had a lread y  been 
p lan n in g  to  e rec t one m o n u m en t to h o nor all A m ericans w ho 
p a rtic ip a ted  in the  A rdennes C am paign  in B elgium  and 
L u xem bourg , but d ec id ed  to d ed ica te  an o th er one sp ec ifica lly  to 
the  1 1 m en, w h ich  w ill a lso  pay trib u te  to the  260 ,000  A frican- 
A m erican  so ld iers  w ho fought th ro u g h o u t E urope."

T he d a u g h te r  o f  one o f  the  sla in  b lack  so ld iers w as located  by 
Mr. D eM arcken  and she a tten d ed  the d ed icatio n  a long  w ith the 
sen io r m ilita ry  a ttach e  for the B elg ian  E m bassy  in W ashing ton .

THE W ERETH 11 (Continua tion) PURPLE HEART HALL 
OF HONOR MUSEUM
T he N ational Purple H eart H all o f  H onor is cu rren tly  under 
construction  at the N ew  W indsor C an tonm en t S tate H isto ric  Site 
in the N ew  Y ork  H udson R iver V alley.

It w ill co llect and preserve the 
sto ries o f  Purple H eart recip ien ts 
from  all b ranches o f  scrv ice  and 
across the g en era tions in an 
a ttem pt to  ensure  that all recip ien ts 
are represen ted . T hese  sto ries will 
be p reserved  and  shared  through 
exhib its , live and v ideo taped  
in terv iew s w ith the  v e terans and 
the  R oll o f  H onor, an in teractive  
co m p u te r program  p reserv ing  the 
sto ries o f  each  indiv idual.

The N ational Purple H eart Hall 
o f  H onor is the first in the  nation 
to recogn ize  the m ore than
800,000 A m ericans w ounded  or killed  in action  w hile  serv ing  in 
the U nited  S ta tes M ilitary .

P ro o f o f  the aw ard m ust be subm itted  in the form  o f  a DD214, 
new spaper artic le , te leg ram , etc. T hey w ould  like to have a 
pho tograph  o f  recip ien t both then and now  if  possib le.

For fu rth er in form ation  or to  have your story p reserved , you 
m aycon tac t M ichael J. C lark , P ro ject C oord inato r. N ational 
Purple H eart l la ’I o f  H onor, N ew  V.'indsor C an to n m en t St^re 
H istoric  S ite, PO Box 207 (374 l em ple  Hill R oad), V ails Gate, 
N ew  Y ork 12584-0207. T elephone: 845-561-1765 , E-mail: 
m ich ae l.c la rk @ o p rh p .sta te .n y .u s.

V isit th e ir w ebsite  at: h ttp ://w w w .p u rp leh eart.o rg

DON'T FORGET OUR 
NEW YEAR'S TOAST
In tribute to all who served in the Battle of the Bulge, 
let's all drink a toast again this year (the tenth year). 
The choice of beverage is yours. Again this year the 
time will be: Noon—Pacific time; 1:00 p.m .—Mountain 
time; 2 :00  p.m .—Central time; and 3:00 p.m .-Eastem 
time on New Year's Day.

It's our special way to  be together again, even it is 
only in our thoughts. We shared so much so many years 
ago, we should remember those we were with and be 
grateful for each and every one.

Comments from our members indicate that many of 
you join in this special observance. Let us hear from 
you.

A HAPPY AND HEALTHY NEW YEAR TO EACH OF 
YOU AND YOUR FAM1LIES.D

PLEASE CHECK TO SEE IF YOI R DI ES ARE 
DUE. You'll find the date your dues >vcrc due just 
above your last name on the mailing label. Thanks
t'r>r \ /n i i r  to  th ii;  m a t f p r  l in e '';  n rp  Si I S 0 0
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ECHOES OF DISTANT BATTLES
By Jack A. M arshall 

80th Infantry Division  
317th Infantry' Regim ent 

Com pany I

A ll is su e s  o f  The Bugle  a re  g o o d , b u t so m e  a re  ju s t  b e tte r  th a n  
o th e rs . T h e  F e b ru a ry  (2 0 0 6 )  issu e  s tru c k  m o re  re sp o n s iv e  ch o rd s  
in m y  m e m o ry  th a n  m o s t. H e n ce , w ith  d u e  a p o lo g ie s  to  L ew is  
C a rro ll ,  ’t is  t im e  to  sp e a k  o f  m a n y  t h i n g s - o f  ‘M e d ic a  in th e  
B u lg e ’- - ‘p o s i t ’ s h e l ls - -o f  ‘R e p p le -D e p o ts ’--an d  b a y o n e ts - a n d  
o th e r  th in g s .

W ere  y o u  e v e r  in a  ‘R e p p le -D e p o t’? (T h a t ’s R e p la c e m e n t 
D ep o t, in c ase  y o u  w o n d e r .)

C o m e  n o w , m a n y  o f  y o u  m u s t h a v e  b een . 1 re p o rte d  to  th e  
T h ird  A rm y  R e p p le  D e p o t (w a s  th e re  m o re  th a n  o n e ?), 
D e c e m b e r  14, 1944. T h o u g h  w e c o u ld  h e a r  a r ti l le ry  fire  fa in tly , 
w e  w e re  fa r  fro m  th e  fro n t. T h e  f irs t in k lin g  th a t a ll w as  n o t 
w e ll c a m e  (I b e lie v e )  th e  n ig h t  o f  D e c e m b e r  17th, w h e n  a  w ild -  
e y es  2 n d  l ie u te n a n t  b u rs t  in to  th e  o f f ic e r  q u a rte rs  an d  y e lle d  ou t, 
"A re  th e re  a n y  ta n k e rs  h e re ? "  W h en  a  c o u p le  o f  o ff ic e rs  
a c k n o w le d g e d  th e y  w e re , th e  l ie u te n a n t sa id , "A ll o f  m y  u n it is 
g o n e .. .l  w as  th e  o n ly  ta n k  to  g e t ou t. I ju s t  g o t h e re  fro m  O C S  
a w e ek  ag o  a n d  1 d o n ’t k n o w  w h a t to  do  o r  w h e re  to  go . I ’ve 
g o t a p e rfe c tly  g o o d  ta n k , a n d  a  g o o d  c re w  o u t s id e - s o  a n y b o d y  
w h o  w ill ta k e  o v e r  m y  ta n k  can  h a v e  it—an d  I’ll s ta y  h e re !"

O b v io u s ly , n o t q u ite  "by  th e  b o o k "  a n d  th e  o f fe r  d re w  o n ly  
silen c e . T h en  so m e  M P ’s a rr iv e d , to ld  th e  l ie u te n a n t he  c o u ld n ’t 
s ta y —th ey  w o u ld  g iv e  h im  g a s  from  th e  m o to r  p o o l—an d  he 
w o u ld  ju s t  h av e  to  g o  fin d  so m e  o th e r  a rm o re d  un it.

B y th e  n e x t d ay , c h a o s  to o k  o v e r. W e s ta r te d  m o v in g , m o v in g  
as w e w o u ld  e ac h  d a y  fo r a b o u t tw o  w e ek s . M en  in a  ‘R e p p le -  
D e p o t’ a re  m u ch  lik e  th e  in v e n to ry  o f  a lu m b e r  y a r d - s o  m a n y  
o f  th is  ty p e —so  m a n y  o f  th a t. F o r re a so n s  th a t e sc a p e  m e, th e  
o ff ic e rs  a n d  e n lis te d  m en  w e re  k e p t s e p a ra te - p e r h a p s  to  
p e rp e tu a te  th e  m y th  th a t o ff ic e rs  a lw a y s  h ad  e x tra  p r iv ile g e s . 
Sure  th e y  do. A s  th e  c o n v o y  fo rm e d  e a c h  d a y  to  m o v e  fro m  o n e  
u n k n o w n  p lac e  to  a n o th e r , e n lis te d  m en  w e re  a ss ig n e d  to  tru c k s  
(o v e rlo a d e d , b u t a t  le a s t  to ld  w h e re  to  rid e ). C a b s  w ere  o c c u p ie d  
by  D ep o t p e rso n n e l. O ff ic e rs  w e re  le ft to  f in d  so m e  sp a c e  in the  
c a rg o  tru ck s . O n e , tw o , s o m e tim e s  th re e  o f  us b u rro w e d  u n d e r  
v a rio u s  o rg a n iz a tio n a l e q u ip m e n t to  try  to  g e t o u t o f  th e  w in d  
and  s n o w - th e  ta rp s  w e re  n o t up  on th e  c a rg o  tru ck s .

A fte r  the  f irs t d a y  o r  so , so m e  e n te rp r is in g  o ff ic e rs  r ig g e d  up  
s to v es  to  h ea t w h a te v e r  w a re h o u se  w e w e re  d u m p e d  in. S e v e ra l 
sh e e ts  o f  g a lv a n iz e d  iro n  w e re  u se d  a s  th e  b ase  fo r  a  f ire , an d  
v a rio u s  len g th s  o f  s to v e -p ip e  r ig g e d  to  w in d o w s  to  d ra w  o f f  
so m e  sm o k e  A c tu a l ly , it is a  w o n d e r  w e d id  n o t a ll s tra n g le  on  
the  sm o k e . C o o l a ir  n e a r  th e  f lo o r  a llo w e d  us to  b r e a t h -  
p ro v id ed  w e c ra w le d  ab o u t.

O u r  tra v e ls  e n d e d  in a  p o rtio n  o f  th e  M a rg in o t L in e —th a t 
u se less  m o n u m e n t o f  d e f e n s e - D e c e m b e r S l ,  1944. W e h a d  a 
sh o w er fo r th e  f irs t  t im e  in o v e r  th re e  w e e k s - l  d id  n o t th en  
k n o w  it w as to  be s ix  w e e k s  b e fo re  I h ad  a n o th e r!  S o m e o n e  g o t 
u s a  l iq u o r ra tio n , a n d  w e  b u ilt  up  ro a r in g  fire s  in th e  sm a ll 
firep lac e s , and  e x c h a n g e d  s to r ie s  o f  o u r  p ast. A f te r  b e d d in g  
d o w n , a fire  b ro k e  o u t in o n e  c o rn e r  o f  th e  r o o m - o u r  f ire s  h ad  
b een  to o  m u ch  fo r th e  f ire p la c e , a n d  tim b e rs  u n d e r  th e  f lo o r  
c au g h t fire . A s h is  b la n k e t c a u g h t f ire , a l ie u te n a n t y e lle d .

" F ire .. .f i re .. .."  H e ju m p e d  up , g o t a  b u c k e t  o f  w a te r - c h o p p e d  
a w ay  a t th e  ice  on  t o p - a n d  y e lle d ,  "C o m e  o n - s o m e b o d y  h e lp  
m e!"

I was sleeping near a second-floor w indow , and I decided if  the flam es 
got too bad. I could ju m p  out into the snow. M eanw hile, a m ajor 
watched the lieutenant scurry about—chopping at the floorboards with 
his entrenching to o l-g e ttin g  another bucket. The m ajor said, "Y ou 're  
doing a fine job , lieutenant. Y ou’ll get the fire out in no tim e." W hich 
he did. As he craw led under his partially  burned b lanket he said, "You 
are all a bunch o f  SO B ’s."

And the m ajor said, "W ell, lieutenant, obviously  you have yet to get 
to the front. In the next few  days you will find out w hat a m inor 
incident all o f  this has been. Happy New Year!"

H appily, 1 kissed the R epple D epot goodbye. January 5. 1945. to take 
com m and o f  C om pany I. 317th Infantry, 80th D ivision. It was a good 
com pany. They were all good com panies—but m ine was special.

My Executive O fficer, 1st Lt. Selm er. and F irst Sergeant Kuti were 
part o f  the story—as w ere m y m edics—and as was the platoon sergeant 
o f  m y W eapons Platoon.

Im m ediately after I introduced m y se lf to the com pany. Lt. Selm er took 
m e aside to say. "I want you to  know. C aptain, you are very welcom e. 
You are the fourth C.O. I have had. One killed, one w ounded, one 
fatigue—so I don’t want to be a C .O ." As I soon found out. Selm er 
should have been C.O. He first w ent into com bat with the 80th in 
August. He was sm art, and he w as quick to offer m e suggestions to 
im prove on attack orders.

Sim ilarly, First Sergeant Kuti, know  the capab ilities o f  the older men 
in the com pany and was m y strong right arm for picking patro ls and 
other assignm ents. Though I regularly  gave Kuti the opportunity  for 
leave, and even rotation, he alw ays said, "G ive it to one o f  the guys that 
have been on the line the longest." O f the 22 m en who part o f  the 
original I Com pany, about h a lf  out by ro tation—and the o ther half.' 
W ell, they d isappeared via dead, w ounded or M IA. so that by the end 
o f  the Bulge, Sgt Kuti and Sgt Jensen, the w eapons platoon leader, were 
the last o f  the original com pany.

Did you ever see a full rifle  com pany? In theory it was about 220 
m en (the table o f  organization varied a bit over tim e). I never went into 
attack with m ore than 110 m en. Usually it was less than 90. and at one 
low point I went to colonel Fisher, 3 17th C.O. scream ing. "W hat do you 
expect me to do with a com pany o f  68 m en?” And he replied calm ly. 
"1 expect you to attack. C aptain, and if  you c an 't. I 'll dam ned-w ell find 
som eone who will!" Today, we hear huge outcry about the lack o f 
adequate arm or for our m en in Iraq—and I agree they are entitled to 
every possible help they can get. But in "our day" there was no such 
outcry over deficiencies. W hen 1 gave m y first attack order to I 
Com pany, I finished with "fix bayonets before m oving out." Sgt Kuti 
broke the silence, "Fix bayonets? W ith the possible exception o f  the 
m ess sergeant, I hav en 't seen a bayonet for over a m onth—they were 
picked up to send to the Pacific!" 1 d o n ’t know how m any units gave 
up their bayonets—but we had none in the 317th for the Bulge.

But worse than equipm ent was the replacem ent sy s te m -in c lu d in g  me. 
I first served in com bat with the British C om m andos in Africa. W ith 
m y left foot m angled by accidental grenade explosion  by one o f  my 
men, 1 rem ained on active duty as " lim ited  serv ice"—and had to get 
custom  orthopedic shoes at my own expense at that. Long before the 
Bulge, in the fall o f  1944. the shortage o f  line officers led for a call for 
volunteers—and I responded. From  a desk Job in Paris. I w ent to a 
com bat com pany. I had never been in a field exercise as com pany 
com m ander. I had never even seen a bazooka until 1 saw it used in the 
Ardennes!

And then there was that re len tless parade o f  replacem ents from the 
States. They cam e 10 or 15 at a tim e. Som etim es they arrived at night. 
I spoke to them  in the dark, and they w ent into com bat before we 
received w ritten orders with their nam es. .About a third disappeared  as 
M IA before we saw their orders. A fter a few days another third were 
in the hosp ital—wounded or trench feet.D
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LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY 
WELCOMES 

VBOB REUNION 
OF VETERANS AND FRIENDS

O c to b e r  9 , 2 0 0 6 -W e !c o rr .e
A s v e te ran s , th e ir  fam ily  m em b ers and friends a rrived  at the 

L ou isv ille  A irpo rt, th ey  w ere  g reeted  by an e lectron ic  sign that 
c arried  the  fo llo w in g  m essage: W elcom e V etrans o f  the R attle  
o f  the B ulge.

R eg is tra tio n  w as ho t and h eavy  as ap p ro x im ate ly  200 people 
from  29 d iffe ren t s ta tes a tten d ed  the reun ion  w hich was 
h ead q u a rte red  at the  H o lid ay  Inn L ou isv ille  D ow ntow n. In 
add itio n  to  the  good  food  and friend ly  serv ice , everyone  w as 
p leased  w ith  the  large h o sp ita lity  su ite  w hich  sea ted  about 120 
people . D isp layed  th ere in  w ere  m any  item s o f  m em o rab ilia  and 
six  p o ste r sized  ba ttle  m aps.

In the ev en in g  the  hotel p rov ided  a com p lim en tary  w ine and 
ch eese  recep tio n  w h ich  w as en jo y eed  by all.

O c to b e r  10, 2 0 0 6 - T o u r s
T he day  w as filled  w ith  tou rs and ac tiv ities  w hich  the  m em bers 

seem ed  to  en joy  very  m uch; L o u isv ille  S lugger M useum  (w e 
each  cam e  aw ay  w ith  a sm all rep lica  o f  the ba ts m ade there); 
F raz ie r A rm s M useum  (sure  w as en lig h ten in g  re: the tria ls  o f  our 
fo refa th ers); G lassw orks Fac tory ; and o lovely  Ifrilion d inner 
to g e th e r back a t the  H o liday  Inn.

O c to b e r  11, 2 0 0 6 - F o r t  K nox
A fte r c lea rin g  secu rity  at the B radenburg  S tation  G ate o u r th ree  

to u r buses c ru ised  d irec tly  to  the  post side en trance  o f  A rm or 
park  and  then  to  keys Park  w here  w e found som e 12 or 14 re 
en ac to rs  s tan d in g  in the  d rizz le  sa lu ting . T hey  w ere  there  to  
d isp lay  a S herm an  tank , a h a lf  track , a co m m an d  reco nnaissance  
car an d  a w eap o n s carrier.

For v a rious reasons, a F ly-B y o f  W W II an tique  a iip lan es  had 
to  be can ce lled . O n the  runw ay  o f  G odm an A rm y A irfie ld  we 
w a ited  (in  in creased  d rizz lin g  ra in ) fo r the  sigh t o f  a C -130  
G lo b em aste r  from  th e  K en tu ck y  A ir N ational G uard  w hich  w as 
b ring ing  fou r p a ra tro o p ers  fo r a ju m p . Fo llow ing  the ju m p , the 
C -130  tax ied  up  to  o u r loca tion  and w e had the  opp o rtu n ity  to  
m spect th is  trem en d o u s a irp lan e  o t b o x -car p roportions.

W e loaded  the  b u ses gain  and m ade our w ay to the  post 
L eaders C lu b  for a w o n derfu l lunch. Lou C u n n ingham , 106th 
In fan try  D iv ision , gave  a sho rt w e lco n in g  speech . Dee Paris, 9th 
A rm ored  D iv ision , aw ard ed  V e terans o f  the B attle  o f  the  B ulge 
ce rtif ica tes  to  G en era l T ucker; C o lonel M ark  N eed h am , G arrison  
C o m m an d er; an d  A rth u r S m aag aard , M an ag er o f  G odm an A rm y 
A irfield .

F o llow ing  lunch  w e w en t to  the  Patton  M useum  w hich  con ta ins 
v eh ic les  o f  a rm o r and  a rm o red  cava lry . A th ea ter g iv es a 
d e ta iled  acco u n t o f  the  life o f  G enera l G eorge  S. Patton. 
T o w ard  the  en d  o f  the  day, it p rov ided  a w e lco m ed  p lace  for 
tired  feet and  legs to  sit dow n for a w hile.

M any , m any  th an k s  go  ou t to  Tom  C h am bers, o f  the  9th 
A rm o red  D iv ision , fo r m ak in g  th is a in te res ting  and m em orab le  
day  for all.

O c to b e r  12, 2006—H igh  Schoo l V isit, H a n d c ra f te d  S to n e w a re
& th e  C ru is e

Male High School—O ur v isit to  M ale High School w as one ot 
the h igh ligh ts o f  the reun ion . In a ttendance  for the sch o o l’s 
A nnual Patrio tic  Day Program  w ere: 1,700 studen ts, the faculty , 
guests and V B O B . The school chorus (boys in tu xedos and girls 
dressed  in black even ing  d resses) sang  "The P ledge o f  
A lleg iance ,"  "The N ational A nthem ," and "The B attle  Hym n o f  
the R epublic . A. "Salute to Patrio ts" w as perform ed by the 
o rchestra , "A m erica  the B eau tifu l,"  w as sung by .Mendy 
C u m berledge, a facu lty  m em ber.

Male High School

Principnl D.ivid F, Wilr.nr; in troduced  Lou C unn ingham , w ho 
rece ived  a stand ing  ovation . Lou described  the even ts leading up 
to the B attle  o f  the B ulge and in troduced  an audio /v ideo  
presen ta tion  w hich featured  b a ttlefie ld  scenes and "then and now" 
photos o f  the  veterans.

D uring  the p resen ta tion . H eather French Henry, from 
L ouisv ille , M iss A m erica  o f  2000  and a cham pion  for hom eless 
vete rans, read  G eneral M cA u liffe ’s C hristm as m essage to the 
surrounded  troops in B astogne. T he band p layed  "Stars and 
S tripes" and "G od B less A m erica."

At the conclusion  o f  the p rogram , Lou w as p resen ted  a bushel 
basket con ta in in g  several hundred  thank  you cards w ritten  by the 
studen ts to  the  v e te rans in ap prec ia tion  for all they  have done.

L o u isv ille  S to n e w a re  C o m p a n y —A trip  to the S tonew are 
C om pany  deligh ted  all w ho a ttended  and w as very inform ative.

B elle o f  L o u isv ille—T he d in n er cru ise aboard  the Belle o f  
L ouisv ille  w as c en a in iy  an en te rta in in g  evening.
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LOUISVILLE REUNION (Continuation)

V B O B  had the en tire  boat for our ow n use during  the tw o  hour 
c ru ise  on the  O hio  R iver, w hich  included  a good d inner and 
g rea t m usic  from  the  4 0 ’s. M any o f  the o ld-tim ers d isp layed  
th e ir  ag ility  on the  dance  floor and one veteran  danced  w ith  his 
w alker.

O c to b e r  13, 2006—C h u rc h il l  D ow ns, W W II W re a th  L ay in g
& B a n q u e t

C h u rc h il l  D ow ns--W hat an am azing  opportun ity  to  be on the 
inside track . T he p anoram a  at th is facility  really  gave you the 
feeling  o f  be ing  "up and ready ." T he gift shop also gave those 
o f  us w ho have K entucky  D erby D ay celeb ra tions the 
opp o rtu n ity  to  p u rchase  som e unique item s to  d isp lay  a long w ith  
recipes for the m in t ju lip s .

W re a th  L ay in g  a t  W W II M e m o ria l—G eorge W atson, 87th 
Infantry  D ivision , con d u cted  a w reath  lay ing  cerem ony  at the 
W orld  W ar II M em oria l.

John B ow en, A ssocia te  M em ber, o ffered  a prayer.
A lso p a rtic ip a tin g  in the cerem ony w ere  Bill Leopold , 75th 

In fantry  D ivision , D w ight R eed, 221st Q uarte rm aste r B atta lion , 
H eadquarters.

L aying  the w reath  w ere ladies we 
co u ld n ’t have done w ithout: Hope 
K irkendall, 16th G eneral H ospital; 
K atherine  N olan , 53rd  F ield  
H ospital; and  R ose Y oung, 130th 
G eneral H ospital.

G e n e ra l  M e m b e rs h ip  M e e tin g —In the absence o f  S tanley  
W ojtusik , the m ee ting  w as con d u cted  by L ouis C unningham , Past 
President o f  V B O B .

P residen t S tan ley  W ojtusik , 106th In fan try  D ivision, w as re
e lected  to office and the  rem ain in g  slate  (lis ted  e lsew here  in th is 
new sletter) w ere v o ted  into office.

O ther item s o f  in te rest to the m em bers w ere: the fact that 
m any chap ters do not en force  the by law s by insisting  that 
m em bers w ith in  th e ir chap ters do not be long  to  national and the 
fact that V B O B  should  have reun ion  p lans fo r tw o years in 
advance.

Tom  C ham bers, 9th A rm ored  D ivision , gave an ou tstand ing  
presen ta tion  about con stru c tin g  a V B O B  m useum , includ ing  a 
v ideo o f  the battle. T he m em bers vo ted  that a co m m ittee  be 
form ed to  evaluate  the  p ro ject and report back  to  the G eneral 
M em bership.

B a n q u e t- Jo h n  M cA uliffe, 87th In fan try  D ivision , served as 
m aster o f  cerem onies. T he M ale H igh School R O TC  presen ted  
and re tired  the C olors. The B elgium  and U nited  S ta tes an them s 
w ere played. BG D any Van de V en w as p resen ted  w ith  a 
fram ed photograph o f  B elg ian  m iners don a tin g  m oney  to  help 
G I’s during  th e  B attle  o f  the Bulge.

P hoto  show s  
Belgian miners 
donating to help 
the G I’s who 
were p a r tic i
pating in the 
Battle o f the 
Bulge.

T oasts w ere  m ade  by Lou C u n n ingham ; R obert T hom as, 90th 
In fantry  D iv ision ; and W ill T em p le , Jr., 106th In fan try  D ivision.

K atherine N o lan , 53rd  Field H osp ita l, led the g roup  in the 
"P ledge o f  A lleg iance .

Several o f  the  10th A rm ored  D ivision , w ho  recen tly  jo in e d  
V B O B  w ere in a ttendance.

G uest speakers w ere from  the U.S. M int Police and  they  
d iscussed  the  go ld  dep o sito ry  at Fort K nox.

Tom  C ham bers w as p resen ted  a V B O B  certifica te  fo r his 
d ed ication  and hard  w ork in o rg an iz in g  the trip  to  Fort K nox.

T he banquet con clu d ed  w ith  the  p lay in g  o f  the  v ideo /au d io  
trib u te  p rep ared  by R obert R hodes. T h is trib u te  w as p repared  as 
a resu lt o f  the trip  to  B elgium  and  L u x em b o u rg  for 50th 
A n n iv ersary  obse rv an ces in 2004.

M isce l!an eo u s--S ev era l requests w ere  m ade  for co p ies o f  the 
v id eo /aud io  p rogram  show n at M ale H igh School and the  tribu te  
p repared  by R obert R hodes. The M ale H igh School program  
w ou ld  n ecessita te  b e ing  co n v erted  to D V D  form at. I f  one or 
both o f  these  item s b ecom e av ailab le , it w ill be anno u n ced  in a 
fu ture  issue o f  the new sle tter.

A ll in all, it w as a w onderfu l g a th e rin g  and w e hope that all 
w ill be ab le  to  a ttend  nex t v ea r.n

V B O B  a t  L o u isv ille  V e te ra n s  M e m o ria l
Rose Young, Hope Kirkendall and Kate Nolan (all Army 
Nurses) in foreground.
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THE TWO LIBERATIONS OF 
THE COUNTRY OF 

LUXEMBOURG 
1944-1945

by ie Lt-Colonel E. T. MeJchers 

Translated from French and submitted by: 
FREDERIC H. HARF 

9TH ARMORED DIVISION

S ep tem b er 1 1 ,1 9 4 4 , is know n by the  fact that the  th ree  d iv isions 
o f  the  Fifth  C orps c rossed  the G erm an  B order. T o the north  the 
4th In fan try  D iv ision  m ad e  progress a long  the  route  B araque- 
F ra itu re -H o u ffa lize . A t the  cen ter, the 28 th  In fan try  D ivision  
w ith  its 1 10th R eg im en t in the  lead, passed  th rough  B astogne, 
c rossed  the  b o rd er o f  ou r coun try  [L uxem bourg  at 
O b erw am p ach , fo llow ed  the  m ain  h ighw ay  th rough  A sselborn  
a n d T ro isv ie rg e s , and  no  la te r than  the very  even in g  its advanced  
e lem en ts  c rossed  the G erm an  border at W em perhard t. l o its 
righ t, the  109th R eg im en t o f  the  sam e 28 th  D iv ision  advanced  
from  M arte lange  to  W iltz, C lerv au x  and H einerscheid , to  cross 
the G erm an  b o rd er at L ie ler. To m en tion  a lso , that w hile  the 
tw o in fan try  reg im en ts  lib e ra ted  the  north  o f  our country , three 
co m b at co m m an d s [o f  the  5th A^rmorsd D iv ision! fan n sd  out in 
the no rth ern  and  eas te rn  can to n s o f  the G o od land  [the pari o f  the 
cou n try  o t L ux em b o u rg  sou th  o f  the Sauer (ak a  Sure) R iver].

H ere is the  s itu a tio n  at the end o f  S ep tem b er 11. G eneral 
O liv er [CG 5th  A D ] had  loca ted  h is Hq in a g rove a long  the 
road  to  L ux em b o u rg , ou tside  o f  B ascharage. From  here his 
m essen g ers  c rossed  the country . C C B  d e tach m en ts  w re  in 
S ch lin d e rm an d e rsch e id , H oscheid  and  M ichelau , C C R  w as 
loca ted  in E rm sdorf, and  C C A  w as in H em stal and  B iw er. The 
112th In fan trj’ R eg im en t o f  the  28 th  Infantry' D iv ision , sta tioned  
in E rnzen , w as ch arg ed  w ith  the defense  o f  the C ity  o f  
L u x em bourg , a lo n g  w ith  the  85th  C av alry  Squadron  w hich  sent 
ou t pa tro ls  to w ard  the  M oselle  R iver.

Ih e  a rea  B e ttem b o u rg -M o n d o rf w as liberated  by the light 
a rm o r o f  the  43 rd  C av alry  R econ S quadron , co m m an d ed  by Lt. 
C ol. Polk, w h ich  w as part o f  the  3rd A rm o red  C av alry  R egim ent. 
T h is sq u adron  had  o ccu p ied  ihe S iro m b erg  [near S chengen] on 
S ep tem b er 1. D uring  these  reco n n a issan ces, ad v an ced  arm ored  
veh ic les  m ade  a m uch  ex p ec ted  en try  into B e ttem bourg , H ellange 
and  F risange.

A je e p , d riven  by th ree  so ld iers , sy m b o lica lly  liberated  
M o n d o rf  at the very  instan t w hen  a g ro u p  o f  Cierman so ld iers 
w as still v ery  c lose  at E llan g e. A sc rim m ag e  broke out, th ree  
G erm an s lay dead  on th e  ground . P rom ptly  in a short but 
m o v in g  cerem o n y , the  th ree  G ls  w ere  d ec lared  honorary  c itizens 
o f  M o n d o rf

A gain  on the  11th, a t 15:30, the first a llied  so ld iers o f  W W il 
to  p en e tra te  in to  G erm an  soil c rossed  the  bo rder at 
S to lzem b o u rg . A reco n n a issan ce  patro l from  C C B  consis tin g  o f  
a se rg ean t and severa l so ld iers  w as g iven  the m ission  to 
d e te rm in e  w h e th er the  fo rtifica tio n s  o f  the  S ieg fried  line on the 
G erm an  side  o f  the  r iv er w ere  m anned . T he patro l found  only  
tii'ip iv  burirvCi’5 an d  coriricctin^  tunn els , und pusscd  uncppCGcd

E xcerp ts from : th ree  k ilom ete rs beyond the border. B ecause th is historic  event 
took  p lace  on our border, it is consiuered  on ly  fittin g  that the 
nam e o t the so ld ier w ho perfo rm ed  th is rem arkab le  exploit be 
honored: he w as S/Sgt W arner W. H olzer, o f  T roop  B, 85th 
C avalry  R econnaissance  Squadron. He laid dow n his life five 
days la te r in the a rea  o f  W allen d o rf A m em ber o f  the French 
A rm y, Lt. A. D elille, acco m p an ied  the p latoon  as interpreter.

W hen the patro l re tu rned , the new s o f  the A llied  invasion o f  
G erm any  w as hrnadcast th roughou t the w orld, a m essage o f  
w hich  the  5th A rm ored  D ivision  is ju s tly  proud....

On S ep tem ber 12 only lim ited  operations took place. The 28th 
In fan try  D ivision, w ithout the 112th R egim ent, regrouped  its 
fo rces around  B insfield  and crossed  the G erm an border at 
D asburg . Further south C C R  and  C C B  o f  the 5th A D  were fully 
engaged  w ith  p a tro lling  the  G erm an  side o f  the O ur R iver to 
de term ine  the d isposition  o f  the enem y. The accum ula ted  
ob servations o f  these  reconnaissances are h igh ly  interesting, 
pa rticu la rly  those  m.ade at Stolzem .bourg, w here a patro l recorded 
the reo ccupation  o f  the W estw all....

L et us com ple te  the story  o f  the even ts o f  the 12th o f 
S ep tem ber by fo llow ing  the re treat o f  the G erm an 80th C orps in 
its re treat tow ard  the Reich. T hese  troops pu lled  back w ithout 
any rear-guard  com bat. The C orps HQ first installed at 
h c h te m ac h  crossed  the border on the next day  to locate at 
W olfsfeld , m idw ays betw een  E ch tem ach erb ru ck  and Bitburg. 
T hey  did not how ever ev acu ate  the sm all b ridgeheads o f 
W allendorf, E ch ternach  and R osport so as to fac ilita te  the retreat 
o f  th e ir un its tow ard  the W estw all.

O ne could  say that the defense n f  T rie r evo lved  in the country 
o f  L uxem bourg . T his is ev idenced  by the ba tta lion  p laced on a 
line F laxw eile r-C anach  and the b ridgeheads at W asserbillig , 
G rev en m ach er and W orm eldange . T his d isposal w ould  protect 
the an cien t R om an city  from  any surprise.

A ll considered , the G erm an corps co m m ander. G eneral Dr. 
B eyer, w as satisfied  w ith  the  re treat o f  his units. He had 
fu lfilled  to  his best the h azardous m ission  to b ring  back behind 
the borders m otley  beaten  units, harried  by an enem y several 
tim es superio r in m an p o w er and m aterie l T he experience 
acqu ired  in the course o f  five years o f  ba ttles had a lso well 
se rved  these  m en in the profession  o f  war. T hey soon 
u n derstood  the p rocedures o f  their adversary : ihe aii 
reco n n a issan ce  p reced in g  every  advance, the p ro tec tion  and air 
c o v er o f  th e ir m o d ern ized  co lum ns, the fact that a ttacks alw ays 
took  p lace  at the sam e hour, the  system atic  p rogression  along 
seco iidaiy  loads avo id in g  m ajo r liighw ays. T hey a lso  learned to 
ex p lo it to a certain  degree  the  m ethodical p rocedures o f  the 
ad v an c in g  A m ericans. H ow ever, the G erm an  fo rces w ere not 
aw are  that they ow ed th e ir tem porary  sa lvation  to  a lack o f 
g aso lin e  needed  by the excessiv e ly  m oto rized  A m erican  colum ns. 
W ityh all th e ir skill they  cou ld  not have resisted  to  the pow erful 
A m erican  w ar m ach ine  if  it had  been prov ided  w ith  sufficient 
fuel. A t th a t m om ent the A m erican  co m m and  w as tied hand and 
foot; it lacked co m p le te ly  the m eans to m ake a ju m p  o f  100 km 
and to cu t o f f  the re treat o f  the em bi7 onic G erm an  form ations, 
by w hich  it could  have changed  the w ar at th a t stage....

A t any  ra te  th is  u n ex pected  in terrup tion  in the  a llied  advance 
w ill ra ise  com m en ts as long as m en w ill seek  to  define  aspects 
o f  th is past w ar. For exam ple  here is w hat G enera l Dpeidel 
(G erm an  A rm y high co m m an d ) w rote in his book Invasion 1944: 
"H ere o ccurred  an u n ex pected  e lem en t, a G erm an  varia tion  o f  the
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SEPTEMBER 1944 (C ontinua tion )
Miracle on the Marne in France o f  1914, the fiery  pursuit o f  the 
a llies  slow ed  suddenly . T his slow dow n could  not have been 
caused  by the lack o f  assured  supplies or a decrease  in the 
s trength  o f  the o ffensive ...one  m ust find the essential reason in 
the m ethod  app lied  by the suprem e com m and o f  the a llied  
fo rces...pe rhaps the im ag ined  pow er o f  the w ord  ‘W all o f  the 
W est’ had  an effec t on the adversary? If  the A m erican-B ritish  
fo rm ations had stuck to  th e ir adversary , they  could  have execu ted  
a pursu it ‘to  the last b reath  o f  horse and m an ’ and so ended the 
w ar a sem este r earlie r."

A fter th is in term ission , let us return  to  the happenings o f  
S ep tem ber 13.

T o the  north the 4 th  Infantry  D ivision  resum ed its advance. It 
forced  its w ay th rough  m ine fields and strongly  defended  
roadblocks to  install i ts e lf  som e days later on top  o f  the Schnee- 
E ifel (alt. 680 m ) from  w here  roads lead to  B onn, R em agen, and 
in a general sense, the  R hine V alley.

T he 28th  Infantry  D ivision  occup ied  the sec to r B urg-R euland  
a t H einerscheid ; its lines pass th rough  H abscheid , E schfeld  and 
D ahnen on the G erm an  side o f  the O ur R iver.

The sec to r o f  the Fifth A rm ored  D ivision ex tended  from  
V ianden a long  the  O ur, sure and M osselle  R ivers to  
W orm eldange.,..

The Truth About 
The Wallendorf Penetration 

14-22 September 1944

"In S ep tem ber 1944 the m ost dangerous position  o f  the en tire  
w estern  front w as the M oselle  G ap o f  T rier.

It w as the m ajo r concern  o f  R undstedt." 
—H eer in Fesseln , G en. S iegfried  W estphal

On the even ing  o f  13 S ep tem ber the 5th A rm ored  D ivision 
received  the o rder to  cross the G erm an border near W allen d o rf 
and to occupy the he igh ts at M etten d o rf located  at 9 km  from  the 
border. A ccord ing  to the reckon ing  o f  G eneral G erow , 5th 
C orps com m ander, those  w ere on ly  in te rm ed iate  ob jectives. The 
final ob jec tive  had to  be the C ity  o f  B itburg , a com m unica tions 
cen ter located  beyond  the W estw all.

B ecause C C B  o f  th e  5th A rm ored  D ivision  w as sta tioned  in the 
north o f  the C ountry  o f  L uxem bourg , and C C A  w as engaged  
a long the eastern  can tons, on ly  C C R  w as availab le.. 
C onsequently  th is a rm o red  unit w as charged  w ith the m ission  o f  
p enetrating  th rough  the  fo rtified  positions o f  the W estw all.

This w as an ex trao rd in a ry  m ission full o f  pitfalls! O nly  a 
m ission gu ided by surprise  and rap id ly  execu ted  cou ld  have 
succeeded. To reduce  the risks o f  the m ission  the sm all arm ored  
unit was re in forced  w ith  in fan try , a rtille ry  and en sin ee rs '.

'composition of the 5th Armored Division's Combat Command R: 10th Tank 
Bn. 47th Armored InfantO' Bn, 93rd Artillery Bn. Co C of 626th Tank Destroyer 
Bn, Co C of 22nd Armd Engineers, Troop D 85th Reconnaissance Squadron- 
Attached units: 1st Bn 1 12th Regiment of 28th Inf. Div. one Co Engineers, 
400th Artillery Bn. one battery o f 987th Bn Artillery (155mm).

E very th ing  co n sidered , the A m erican  co m m an d  co u ld  de inand  
such an u n dertak ing  from  its troops, becau se  the  enem y seem ed 
to  re treat in the en tire  sec to r o f  the 5th C orps. It is true, 
how ever, that since the  p reced in g  ev en in g  the  A m erican  advance  
had been slow ed  co n sid erab ly , enem y resis tan ce  had grow n, but 
the question  rem ain ed  w h e th er the d e fea ted , d iso rg an ized  and 
dem o ra lized  e nem y w as still cap ab le  o f  tem p o ra rily  s topp ing  the 
a llied  forces.

H ow ever, it is ra th e r ex cep tio n a l to  dem and  that an arm ored  
d iv ision  p ierce  a fo rtified  position . T h is is an e ffo rt co n tra ry  to 
the very  essence o f  an a rm ored  and m o to rized  form ation . Such 
units are espec ia lly  eq u ip p ed  for m issions o f  ex p lo ita tio n  and 
rap id  p rogress ra th e r th an  for d ig g in g  out and slow  and 
m ethod ica l conquest o f  c o n cre te  bunkers, a rran g ed  by an enem y 
in appropria te  defensive  positions. T h ere fo re  the jo b  o f  m aking  
a breach  in a fo rtified  position  is g en era lly  assigned  to the 
infantry. N ev erthe less , in the o p eratio n  rep o rted  here, one m ust 
co n sid er that at the start o f  the  o p eratio n  the  chosen  ob jec tive  
w as n e ither o ccup ied  in fo rce  n o r p ro v id ed  w ith  su ffic ien t fire 
pow er.

T his undertak ing , w hose u n fo rtu n ate  o u tco m e is co m m en ted  on 
ex tensively  in the  C oun try  o f  L u xem bourg , has g iven b irth  to 
aston ish ing  fab les and d eserves p a rticu la r a tten tion .

A look at the m ap  (nex t p age) su ffices to  inform  us o f  the 
d ifficu lties  in the terra in  chosen  by the A m ericans. T he enem y 
positions w ere  spread  out in dep th  sta rtin g  at the east shores o f  
the O ur and Sure [Sauer] R ivers. From  the s ta rt the  troops saw 
tw o m ajo r o b stacles a rise  w h ich  w ere: c ro ssin g  a va lley  and 
scale  a steep  slope, seeded  w ith  co n cre te  she lte rs, to  gain  access 
to  heigh ts largely  su p p lied  w ith  b lock  houses. B esides, that 
elevation  w as on ly  a ridge risin g  be tw een  the  va lley  o f  the O ur 
and a narrow  canyon  fo rm ed  by the b rook  G ay, w hich  fiow s 
p rac tica lly  paralle l to  the  O ur. T h is second  cu t in the terra in  is 
fo llow ed  by a th ird , the va lley  o f  the  Enz. B eyond  there  the  axis 
o f  an a ttack  on B itburg  cu ts a lso  th rough  the  v a lleys o f  the  Prum 
and the N im s. T his req u ired  fo r the  a tta ck in g  fo rces to  cross the 
natural access rou tes p e rp en d icu la rly  to gain  the  o pposite  heights 
th rough  deep  and  n a rrow  v alleys o f  the  ind iv idua l w atersheds. 
Forced to  get around  the  fo rtifica tio n s d isp o sed  a lo n g  the length 
o f  these  valleys, the  A m erican  troops w ere  reduced  to  figh ting  
in a very d ifficu lt terra in . W hile  there  w as a certa in  p ro tection  
from  firing  from  one ridge to  the  nex t, th is  ax is o f  a ttack  w as 
very  vu ln erab le  to  co u n te ra ttack s co m in g  from  the north  o r the 
south  a long  the va lley s ty p ica l o f  the m o u n ta in o u s region o f  the 
E ifel. C learly , the  few  roads co n n ec tin g  the  estab lish ed  loca lities 
in th is area  a lso  run from  north  to  south  fo llo w in g  the  valleys; 
in con trast roads in a n o rth -easte rly  d irec tio n  are rare, includ ing  
bridges and fords. T he ax is o f  the  a ttack  w as flanked  on each 
side by tw o large fo rests, each  o f  m ore  than  10 square 
k ilom eters. T o the north  w as the  K am m erw ald , near V ianden , 
to the  south o f  B o llen d o rferw ald , tw o  in ex tricab le  m ouse traps, 
su itab le  fo r g a th e rin g  op p o sin g  fo rces. T o  con clu d e  th is 
sum m ation , w e m ust add  th a t the  h igh  po in ts in L u xem bourg  
(B efo rte rh a id e  402 m, B ig elb ack  390 m m , B e tten d o rfe r 
N ie d e rb ie rg 4 I6  m ) are on ly  slig h tly  h ig h er than  the first ridges 
o f  the E ifel. T hee  e lev a tio n s from  w here  one has exce llen t 
v iew s on the east shore o f  the  O u r and  the  open p la teau s on the 
G erm an  side did not h o w ev er p e rm it obse rv a tio n  into the 
in te rm ed iate  v a lleys desc rib ed  here.

(C o n tinued)
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SEPTEMBER 1944 (C o n tinuation )
L et m e su m m arize  th a t the  terra in  chosen  n ear W alien d o rf to 

p icrcc  the W estw all lent i ts e lf  ad m irab ly  w ell to  the  defense , but 
w as not su itab le  fo r tan k  m aneuvers .

W e e x p erien ced  th a t the  G erm ans kep t qu ie t during  the 
b o m b ard m en t in the  a fte rn o o n  o f  S ep tem b er 13. T his ruse 
a llo w ed  them  to  keep  sec re t th e ir p ositions and  ba tteries. The 
A m erican s then  w ere  go in g  to  a ttack  an enem y o f  w hom  they 
w ere  po o rly  in form ed .

O ur study  w ou ld  be inco m p le te  w ithou t a b r ie f  accoun t o f  the 
op p o sin g  forces. B efo re  te llin g  o f  the o p erations, let us b riefly  
pen etra te  into the G erm an  cam p. T he officers and m en o f  the 
80th A rm y C orps had d e liv e red  innum erab le  rear-g u ard  com bats 
since th ey  re trea ted  from  the  M arne R iver and hoped  to  find at 
the end  o f  th e ir  tro u b le s  w ell p repared  p ositions in the  W estw all. 
B ut as soon as th ey  a rrived  in these  so renow ned  lines they 
becam e d isillu sio n ed . T he d ep lo rab le  sta te  o f  the installations 
w h ich  o ffered  n e ith e r a m in im u m  o f  com fort no r the  necessary  
secu rity  d isap p o in ted  them  cruelly . The d ilap id atio n  o f  the 
W estw all can  be ex p la in ed  as fo llow s: D uring  the years o f  the 
g rea t H itle rian  v ic to ries  m ain ten an ce  o f  a fo rtified  system  a long  
the b o rders o f  the  R eich  ap p eared  superfluous; the W estw all was 
d ec lassified  and  p a rtly  d ism an tled  to  b en efit the  W all o f  the 
A tlan tic , so  n am ed  to  defen d  "F ortress E urope."

In S ep tem b er 1944, in the m o m en t w here  a fo rtified  line w as 
m ore and  m ore n ecessary , the  new  defen d ers  o f  the S ieg fried  line 
found  tro u b le  on top  o f  troub le . T he m ine fields had been 
rem oved , ba rb ed  w ire  n e tw orks reduced  to  a m in im um , the 
a rm am en ts  o f  the  b lo ck h o u ses , m ach inc  guns, m ortars and 
can n o n  had  d isap p eared , the  steel doors to  the casem ates had 
b een  rep laced  by w ooden  hnarHs re ienhone  lines w ere gone, etc : 
th is w as a sp ec tac le  o f  d eso la tion  ex p ec tin g  them . In all th is 
ab an d o n m en t the  on ly  e lem en ts  rem ain in g  in tact w ere  the 
q u ad ru p le  row s o f  co n cre te  an ti-tan k  d rago n -tee th , w hich  lined 
the co u n try s id e  be tw een  the in n u m erab le  bunkers, w ell 
c am o u flag ed  by a v eg e ta tio n  o f  fou r years. Furtherm ore , the 
bunkers, bu ilt in 1938 fo r an titan k  guns o f  3.7 cm  caliber, had 
in the  m ean tim e  b ecom e to o  sm all fo r the  an ti-tan k  guns o f  7.5,
7 62 o r 8 8 cm  used in 1944. The cond ition  o f  the W estfa ll w as 
then  n e ith e r read y  to  be o ccu p ied  nor cap ab le  o f  w ith stan d in g  an 
assau lt. It is best d escribed , as it p resen ted  i tse lf  in the fall o f
1944, as an e x ce llen t fie ld  position  but not as a perm anen t 
fo rtified  in sta lla tion .

T he G erm an  80th  C orps had  been  g iven  the m ission  to occupy 
and defend  a fron t o f  100 km  be tw een  R oth  on the  O ur and 
R em ich  on the M oselle . Its c o m m an d cr had  d iv id ed  its m eag er 
fo rces in co n sid era tio n  o f  the  im p o rtan ce  o f  the va rio u s sectors. 
T hus the  n o rthern  sec to r from  R oth to  B o lle n d o rf  w as only  
w eak ly  o ccu p ied  becau se  o f  its m in o r im portance . T he cen tral 
sec to r from  B o lle n d o rf  to  M esen ich  rece iv ed  m ore troops. The 
best defen siv e  un it w as reserv ed  for the defense  o f  the  sou thern  
sec to r, the  "G ap  o f  T rie r,"  one o f  the keystones o f  the G erm an 
W est defen siv e  system . B esides, the b rid g eh ead s o f  E ch tem ach , 
R osport. W asserb illig , G rev en m ach e r and  W orm eld an g e  w ere 
each  d e fen d ed  by a  com pany .

T he first w av e  o f  the  a ttack  by the  A m erican s w as sta rted  at 
11:00 hours so m ew h at upstream  from  W alien d o rf  and 
en co u n te red  v io len t m ach in e  gun fire from  the  o p posite  shore  o f  
the O u r th is  co lum n, p rev en ted  from  crossing  the riv er at the 
ch osen  lo ca tion  p ro ceed ed  sou th  o f  W aliendorf, w here  supported  
by tanks, it co u ld  to rd  the  u u r .  im m ed ia te ly  a lte r  the c rossing

there  w as a strong coun te r-a ttack  o rig ina ting  from  the village. 
T he A m ericans had to  d irec t on it a m assive shelling . Som e o f  
the  bu ild ing  ignited  im m edia tely , but the shells had little e tte c t 
on the bu ild ings co n structed  o f  so lid  masonr>'. S heltered  by 
these constructions the G erm an so ld iers con tinued  to  resist and 
finally  the eng ineers, using  flam e-th row ers, d isposed  o f  the last 
defenders. In terrogation  o f  p risoners revea led  that the bunkers 
had been reoccup ied  fo r th ree  days and  that the locals had been 
drafted  to  rem ove the w ater co llected  in them  during  four years 
o f  neglect.

T he troops had barely  caught the ir breaths afte r occupying  
W aliendorf, when the tanks, fo llow ed by the infantry , w orked 
th e ir w ay up the narrow  w ind ing  road leading to  the top  o f  the 
spur betw een  the O ur and the G ay. B efore the rising  o f  the 
even ing  fog, A m erican  patro ls exp lored  the G ay V alley  to  find 
a p lace  fo r a  tank crossing . T hey  could  only  de te rm ine  that the 
roads on the o ther side o f  the ridge w ere im practical. It becam e 
o bvious that the heavy  veh ic les there w as only  one w ay to cross 
the stream , the bridge before  N iedersgegen .

The fo llow ing  day. on S ep tem ber 15, a hum id fog reduced 
v isib ility  to  150 m. As soon as the first tanks w ere  about to 
cross the b ridge at N iedersgegen , G erm an  tanks appeared  on the 
o ther bank, they  w ithdrew  a fte r a short but v io len t com bat. The 
bridge co llapsed  under the  w eigh t o f  one tank  and the rem ain ing  
A m erican  co lum n had to ford the stream . But it still could  get 
out o f  the va lley  at N iedersgegen  and take con tro l o f  the heights 
facing  H oinm erd ingen  w ithou t serious opposition . At the end o f  
the a fternoon  they  o ccup ied  e levation  407 to the south o f  
M ettenrlnrf, called  in G erm an  reports "F reilingerhohe."

A second  A m erican  co lum n forded the river at the sam e place, 
and in its advance  o ccu p ied  the v illages o t K.ruchten, B iesdorf, 
N ussbaum  and S tockem . B ette r yet. a t n igh t-fa ll they crossed 
the E nz V alley  to position  th em selves on an e levation  
o v erlook ing  the Prum  R iver to the south  o f  B ettingen .

In the la te r afternoon  the  a rtille ry  ba tta lion  o f  C C R  m oved’ in 
turn tow ard  the positions o ccup ied  during  the day. it could  cross 
the O ur and pass th rough  W alien d o rf w ithou t inciden t; but at the 
ford at N iedersgegen , w hich  had fa llen  back into G erm an hands 
its advance  w as stopped  by a G erm an coun ter-a ttack . Enem y 
activ ity  did  not stop there; the m enace to the A m erican  rear 
position  w as accen tua ted  during  the n ight w hen G erm an infantry 
in filtra ted  into the loca lity  o f  W a lien d o rf

To sum m arize , the tw o days o f  figh ting  C C R  had established 
a sm all but g reatly  im portan t b ridgehead .. N ot only had it 
successively  occup ied  tw o successive  ridges in enem y lerriio iy , 
but m ore im portan tly  it had realized  a breach  in the  fo rtifications 
o f  the W 'estwall by tak in g  the initial ob jec tives o f  the d iv ision  on 
the w ay tow ard  B itburg. L et m e em phasize  im m edia te ly  that 
th is narrow  breach into the G erm an  lines p resen ted  dangerously  
feeb le  flanks.

On the 16th S ep tem ber C C R  co n tinued  its p rogress in spite o f  
these  latent dangers. The day broke w ith the a rrival o f  CCB, 
p rev iously  engaged  in the north  o f  the C oun try  o f  L uxem bourg. 
Its m ission  w as to en large  the b ridgehead  o f  W allen d o rfa n d  to 
d efend  the p recarious flanks o f  the penetra tion . A part o f  this 
co m bat com m and  pushed  on to H om m erdingen , the rem ainder 
w as positioned  around  the  ford o f  N iedersgegen , a crossing 
necessary  fo r the A m erican  troops.

U nits o f  C C R  w hich the  even ing  before  w ere on the w estern 
h e igh ts d o m inating  the Prum  crossed  th is river during  the day at
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W ettiingen . B ut th ey  pushed  on. A t the p rice  o f  v io len t and 
m urderous com bats th ey  took  e levation  298 on the east bank o f  
the Prum , w hich  po in t represen ts the ex trem e advance o f  the 
A m erican  offensive.

The enem y reac tion  occurred  during  the n igh t from  the 16th to  
the 17th. It began  w ith  v io len t co u n ter-a ttacks on the A m erican  
positions, espec ia lly  E levation  407; E levation  298, conquered  
du ring  the p rev ious day  had to  be surrendered  to  a m assive push 
o f  G erm an  tanks, using  th e ir head ligh ts for illum ination . The 
ford a t N ied ersgegen , the im portant nerve-cen ter, w here a 
de tach m en t o f  C C B  had  taken  position , w as endangered  by an 
enem y in filtra tion  into A m m eld ingen , 2 km  north  o f  W allen d o rf

T he th ree  days o f  advance  into G erm any  w ere  fo llow ed  by 
in tense figh ting , at th e ir  issue the A m erican  positions could  
barely  hold  out. On 17 Sep tem ber G enera l O liver C om m ander 
o f  the  5th A rm ored  D iv ision , conferred  w ith  the  com m anders o f  
the  tw o  co m bat com m ands. C olonels C ole and A nderson , and 
decided  to  abandon  any  p rogress tow ard  B itburg. T here w ere no 
in fan try  d iv isions av ailab le  to conso lida te  the  rear o f  the arm ored  
d iv ision , so that to a ttem p t an advance w ould  be pure folly. 
H ow ever, he gave o rders to  m ain ta in  the p resen t positions except 
fo r the advance  p o in t at W ettiingen .

The nex t day, 18 S ep tem b er a G erm an in fan try  and tank  attack , 
com ing  from  O lsd o rf  w as stopped, but S tockem  had to  be 
abandoned . W hile a rtille ry  barrages con ta in ed  the G erm ans in 
the C C R  sector, the rea r  line, defended  by C C B  could  no t be 
co n so lida ted  during  the  day. T en tative  advanced  tow ard 
O bersgegen , K ew enig  and  H uttingen  w ere repu lsed  by the 
G erm an forces. T he A m ericans en coun tered  in th is section  
roadb locks m ade o f  tree  trunks and  rocks, som etim es w ith  m ines. 
The com bats w ere p a rticu la rly  v io len t and  c lose  about H uttingen, 
w here  the A m erican  troops w ere sub jected  not on ly  to  artille ry  
and m ortar barrages o f  ex trem e v io lence, but also  to  an titank  
rockets launched  by G erm an infantry  under co ver from  the 
forests.

C C B  had in the m ean tim e  set up its C P on E levation  375 to  the 
w est o f  N iedersgegen  and  w as busy on th is day  to occupy or 
destroy  35 concre te  she lte rs in the a rea  o f  A m m eld ingen- 
G entingen.

Let us, a fte r five days o f  u n in te rrup ted  figh ting , c row ned  by 
A m erican  v icto ries , b riefly  rev iew  the G erm an reaction . A 
reflection  o f  G eneral S ieg fried  W estphal on the b reak th rough  at 
W allen d o rf  sum m arizes to our m ind  p e rfec tly  the G erm an 
p reoccupations at that tim e; [T ransla ted  from  the G erm an  page 
266, H eer in Fesselm  (an  arm y  in chains):] "T hen exp loded  into 
all o f  o u r w orries a b o m b-like  new s that an A m erican  arm ored  
d iv ision  had crossed  th e  Sure near W allen d o rf  to  the north o f  
T rier, and in its first a ssau lt b roken  th rough  the  W estw all. All 
availab le  and o therw ise  not engaged  forces w ere  brought into 
rem ove the p enetra tion . D espite  serious reserv a tio n s even the 
sec to r o f  T rie r w as stripped  o f  troops."

E very th ing  considered , the G erm an gen era ls  w ere not too 
surprised  by the v ic to ry  o f  the 5th A rm ored  D ivision . The tank, 
infantry, a rtille ry  and  en g in eer units had  struck  in a w ell chosen 
location  by surprise. T he a ttack  w as acco m p lish ed  because 
W allen d o rf had n ev er been considered  as a p robab ly  p lace o f  
a ttack , the terra in  w as ev id en tly  too  d ifficu lt in a sec to r w ithout 
a valuab le  target. T he natural en try  po in ts into G erm any  w ere 
ev iden tly  the M oselle  o p en ing  to w ard  T rie r and the  V alley  o f  the 
Saar. H ow ever, th e  A m erican  co m m an d  re jected  these

SEPTEM BER 1944 (Continuation) approaches, th ey  reaso n ed  righ tly  that it w ou ld  be re la tiv e ly  
easie r to  take T rie r by a de tour, m ak in g  a hook  th rough  B itburg. 
In fact, the A m erican  co m m an d  rep ea ted  th is m an eu v er in 
February , 1945.

T o reca ll, w hen  the  m orn ing  fog gave w ay  to  a sunny  14th day 
o f  Sep tem ber, the  W allen d o rf  sec to r w as occu p ied  by the 
w eakest fo rm ation  o f  the  en tire  G erm an  80th A rm y C orps. This 
w as the "A larm  B atta lion" com p o sed  o f  iso lated  and A W O L  
so ld iers p icked  up in T rie r tw o  days before . It w as a 
h e te ro g en eo u s un it, poorly  staffed  w ith  little  tra in in g  and 
supported  by an "A larm  B attery" o f  s im ila r o rig in . A ccord ing  
to  G erm an  and  A m erican  rep o rts the  A larm  B a tta lion  defended  
itse lf  honorab ly , m uch  b e tte r than  the b a tte ry  o f  the  sam e nam e. 
O n that very  day  and  the  tw o th a t fo llow ed  num erous 
co u n te ra ttack s w ere  launched  on the  in itia tiv e  o f  the  co m m an d er 
o f  the  m ixed  com bat u n it o f  the P an zer-L eh r-D iv isio n  and  the 
co m m an d er o f  the reg im en t o f  the  5th P arachu te  Infantry  
D ivision. In any  case these  w ere  iso lated  ac tions, m an eu v ers o f  
harassm en t, an noy ing  to  the  A m erican s , but n ev er cap ab le  o f  
stopp ing  the  b rillian t p rog ress o f  the  5th A rm o red  D ivision  or to 
end an g er the  tw o  a rm o red  co m b at co m m ands. By o ccupy ing  
E levation  298 east o f  the  Prum  R iver, the  A m erican s had in fact 
b roken th rough  the W estw all. A nd th ey  w ere  on ly  8 km (5 
m iles) from  B itburg . From  th is  position  th ey  d o m in a ted  a region 
that the G erm an  tac tic ian s  n am ed  the  B itburg  D epression. 
B efore them  ex ten d ed  a  ne tw o rk  o f  good  roads w hich  lent its e lf  
ad m irab le  to  an ex p lo ita tio n  in dep th . A few  b a tte rie s  o f  the 
fam ous an ti-tan k  and  an ti-a irc raft 88 m illim e te r guns o f  the a n ti
a irc raft c o m m an d  w ere  the  on ly  o b stacles on the  w ay  to  success!

W ell, the rest is know n....
T he fa ilu re  o f  th is  en te rp rise , sta rted  un d er the  best ausp ices, 

still haunts the sp irits  an d  p e rio d ica lly  the  sam e question  returns: 
"W hy w as the  b reak th ro u g h  at W a llen d o rf  no t ex p lo ited  
im m edia te ly  like it w as done six m o n th s later w hen  the b ridge 
a t R em agen  w as taken?" T here  is a s im ple  answ er. A tac tical 
success can  on ly  be ex p lo ited  w hen  d isp osab le  un its are 
av ailab le . B ut these  w ere  m issin g  in S ep tem b er 1944. A t that 
m om ent the e ffo rts  o f  the a llies  cen tered  on the  p rogression  o f  
the  21st A rm y G roup  to w ard  the  low er R hine (A ird rop  O peration  
a t A rnhem ).

T he G erm an high co m m an d  had no illusion  abou t the 
seriousness o f  the m enace . It p rovhked  an avalan ch e  o f  o rders 
and  co u n te r orders, re su ltin g  in ch an g es and overall g row th  o f 
the ranges lim iting  the zones o f  action  o f  a rm y  groups, arm ies 
and corps so th a t som e un its cou ld  be w ith d raw n  from  the front 
and im m ed ia te ly  d irec ted  to  the c ritica l zone. A co o rd in a ted  
co u n te ra ttack  w as d ev elo p ed  for the  19th o f  Sep tem ber, 
co n sid erab le  fo rces, ab o u t tw o  reg im en ts  o f  tanks and  five 
reg im en ts o f  in fan try , su p ported  by six a rtille ry  b a tta lio n s w ere 
m assed  on the  tw o  flanks and  before  the  po in t o f  pocket. T hese  
coun te rm easu res, som ew hat too  am bitious , w ere  not ex ecu ted  to 
the letter, there  w ere  co n sid erab le  de lays, due m ain ly  to  transport 
d ifficu lties .

Still, these  fo rces, n u m erica lly  th ree  tim es su p erio r to  the 
A m erican  troops co u ld  o n ly  seal o f f  the b reak th ro u g h  at 
W allen d o rf  at the  p rice  o f  in cessan t c o m b ats  w hich  s tre tch ed  out 
o ver four days (See m ap  4).

On the  first day  the  G erm an  108th T an k  B rigade  su ffe red  a 
sting ing  d e fea t in losing  ten  tan k s w hen  a ttack in g  E lev a tio n s 407 
and 426. B ut the fate  o f  w eap o n s w as m ore fav o rab le  to  the

(C o n tin u ed )
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S E P T E M B E R  1944 CContinuation)
in fan try  o f  the  !9 th  V o lk sg ren ad ie r D ivision, w ho ap p roached  
d an g ero u sly  to w ard  B iesdorf. A t th e ir turn the v o lun teers o f  the 
P an zer-L eh rd iv is io n , a rm ed  w ith  "p an zerfau s t"d es tro y ed  several 
A m erican  tanks sou th  o f  N ussbaum .

N ow  let us re tu rn  to  the  A m erican  side to  stay w ith  the G I’s 
d u ring  the  four hard  days w h ich  ended  by th e ir w ithd raw al to  the 
C oun try  o f  L uxem bourg .

C C R , in sta lled  on E lev atio n s 407 and 426 underw en t first the 
shock  o f  the  G erm an  co u n te ra ttack , launched  at sunrise  o f  19 
S ep tem ber. It w as exp o sed  to the  m ost v io len t concen tra tion  o f  
a rtille ry  fire  it had  ev er encou n tered . (An ex p lod ing  shell tore 
the  ten t o f  the  C P  at the  m o m en t w hen  C olonel A nderson and 
his s ta f f  w ere  tak in g  a h u rried  b reak fast.)

The G erm an  a ttack s, w h ich  grew  in in tensity  th roughou t the 
day, w ere  d irec ted  aga in st the  en tire  tw o  flanks o f  the 
b reak th rough . T he A m erican s d id  th e ir best in repu lsing  all the 
assau lts  co m in g  sim u ltan eo u s ly  from  B ettingen , W ettlingen  and 
N u ssb au m , and  d isab lin g  a co n sid erab le  n u m b er o f  tanks and 
en em y  so ld iers , bu t it w as doub tfu l that they  cou ld  have 
w ith sto o d  m uch  longer ag a in st the  co n tin u o u sly  renew ed G erm an 
attacks, co n sid erin g  th a t th ese  co n cen tra ted  th e ir en tire  effo rts on 
in filtra tin g  W a lle n d o rf  T hese  e ffo rts  w ere  fru itfu l, because  the 
G erm an  in fan try  m an ag ed  to  take  over several houses in the 
v illage.

A lso , at 1630 hours C C R  rece iv ed  an o rder to  b reak o ff  com bat 
and fa ll back  to w ard  D iek irch . W hen  its re treat ended at about 
0400  hours a new  b a tta lio n  o f  the  112th In fantry  R egim ent (28th  
In fan try  D iv isio n ) c rossed  the  b o rd er to  re liev e  the 1 st B attalion  
o f  the sam e reg im en t, s trong ly  tes ted  in six days and n igh ts o f  
co m bat. T he new  b a tia iion  lo o k  p o sitio n s in Bicbiiui f.

O n 20  S ep tem ber, w hen  tlie ligh t o f  daw n  illum inated  the 
he igh ts and  v a lleys filled  w ith  debris , C C B  co n tinued  to  m ain tain  
a sm all b rid g eh ead  be tw een  W allen d o rf, B iesdorf, N iedersgegen  
and A n im eld in g en . T he b re a k -o ff  and  re trea t o f  th is unit w ould , 
as w e shall see, ex ten d  to  the m o rn in g  o f  22 Sep tem ber.

On th a t m orn ing , the  G erm ans, anx ious to  see if  all the 
A m ericans had qu it th e ir  land, sen t recon n a issan ce  and infantry  
into the V alley  o f  N ied ersg eg en . It d id  not take them  long to 
find ou t that a p a rt o f  the  5th A nrio rcd  D iv ision  held  ou t w ell. 
A lm ost im m ed ia te ly  a rtille ry  b a rrag es, d ircc tcd  tov.'ard E levation  
375 and the N ied ersg eg en  V alley  doub ted  in in tensity . H ere the 
bu rstin g  she lls  p ro d u ced  so m any  losses, that it becam e know n 
as "P urp le  H eart V a lley ,"  (ju st as E levation  407, so tes ted  the 
n igh t before , w as n am ed  "P urp le  H eart H ill" by the m en  o f  
C C R ). H ow ever, the  d iv is ional a rtille ry  b a tte rie s  in sta lled  in the 
G ran d -D u ch y , e ffic ien tly  p ro tec ted  the d e fen d ers o f  the last 
G erm an  ridge  o ccu p ied  by A m erican s . D uring  the n igh t o f  20 
to 2 1, en em y  pressu re  w as fe lt m ore  and  m ore on the  last portion  
o f  the road he ld  by the A m erican  troops be tw een  B iesd o rf and 
W allen d o rf, and on E lev atio n  375, now  o ccup ied  by a 
d e tach m en t o f  C C B . E nem y shells , launched  in darkness, 
destro y ed  the b ridge  at W allen d o rf, and the .^m ericans w ere 
d an g ero u sly  c lose  to  b e ing  c o m p le te ly  encircled .

O n the fo llo w in g  d ay ,th e  G erm an  troops invaded  E levation  375 
from  all sides. T he f ig h tin g  took  p lace  in dense m orn ing  fog. 
The m en o f  the G erm an  in fan try , a tta ck in g  the c ircu la r defenses 
o f  the  h e ig h ts th rew  th em se lv es  on the m en o f  the 5th A rm ored  
in h an d -to -h an d  co m bat, w h ich  one cou ld  have d escribed  as led 
hy fu rtive  and m iirfierniis sh adow s T he A m ericans coun ted , as 
soon as v isib ly  p e rm itted , 52 so ld ie rs  o f  the W ehrm ach t k illed  in

th is engagem ent.
Just like E levation  375, the road lead ing  to  W allendorf, w hich 

to  the A m ericans rep resen ted  the  last and only m eans o f  escape, 
w as the ob jec t o f  con tinuous enem y attacks. It cou ld  how ever 
be kep t safe by  susta ined  patro ls. D uring  the sam e day, infantry 
o f  the  47th  A rm ored  Infantry  B atta lion  o f  C C R  crossed  again  the 
O ur R iver to  reach the top  o f  the opposite  e scarpm en t and 
ex trica te  th e ir com rades m enaced  by encirc lem en t. At the 
m om ent w hen the new com ers w ere to  ford the O ur, th ey  w ere 
sub jected  to  an ex trem ely  pow erful b o m bardm en t, from  G erm an 
tanks w hich  had slipped into W allen d o rf Yet, these  panzers 
w ere qu ick ly  d isab led  by the A m erican  artille ry , positioned , as 
w e have seen , on the he igh ts o f  the L uxem bourg  side o f  the Our.

T he en tire  day o f  21 S ep tem ber w as m arked  by violent 
com bats. T he infantry m en o f  the 47th  B atta lion  c lim bed  the 
ridges to  help  out th e ir com rades engaged  on E levation  375, in 
the m idd le  o f  ever m ore v io len t a rtille ry  fire. In the afternoon 
A m erican  figh ter bom bers a rrived  at the very  righ t tim e  to  save 
the situation  at the m om ent w here  15 G erm an tanks w ere ready 
to cross the fam ous ford  o f  N iedersgegen . T hese  planes 
m anaged  to  destroy  som e and d isperse  the others.

A lso  at the end o f  the a fternoon  a liaison p lane brough t to the 
ex hausted  troops o f  C C B  the o rder to  re treat d u ring  the night 
to w ard  the C ountry  o f  L uxem bourg . T hey  then evacuated  
E levation  375, descended  the steep  slopes to finally  cross by the 
ford  at W allen d o rf under incessan t enem y fire. A t 0400 hours 
they  found  th em selves on L uxem bourg  soil.

T o cover the re treat, the 47th  A rm ored  In fantry  B atta lion , still 
ho ld ing  out on E levation  375, m ade a final co u n te ra ttack , i ins 
operating , using  hand g renades, degenerated  into a m ost

i<arir*c»nc Qnr

G erm ans w ere  m ing led  in the  darkness. At a certa in  m om ent Lt. 
R ichard  L ew is w as so close  to  an adversary  th a t his hand 
touched  the bore o f  an enem y subm ach ine  gun. W hoever o f  two 
ad versaries reac ted  m ost q u ick ly  survived.

T he nex t day rose as the last A m erican  in fan trym en got back 
to  the  friend ly  riverside  o f  L uxem bourg  betw een  W allen d o rf and 
am m eid in g en . (Q uoting  the 5tli A iin o red  history: "T hen shortly  
before  day ligh t the in fan trym en w alked  qu ie tly  dow n the slopes 
o f  the  h ill and w aded  th rough  the w a ter o f  the  O ur R iver into 
L uxem bourg .")

T hus ended  the  b reak through  at W a lle n d o rf  an operation  which 
has aroused  live d iscussions at the very heart o f  the A m erican 
A rm y T he A m erican so ld ie r w ho had fought like a lion to 
co n q u er these  few acres o f  G erm an soil cou ld  not well 
u n d erstan d  the  reason for the re treat im posed  on him . The 
passage  o f  post-w ar hears has no t changed  the m ind o f  the m any 
v e te ran s o f  the 5th A rm ored  D ivision  w ho fe lt that the  sacrifices 
o f  th e ir buddies, lost by the hundreds on G erm an soil, were 
poorly  exp lo ited . T he h isto ry  o f  the b reak-th rough  at W allendorf 
fills them  w ith  b itterness.

How well is their resentment justified'^
T he analysis o f  th is unfortunate  operation  has show n us that it 

co n ta in ed  all the m ajo r e lem en ts  o f  g reat success, there  w as the 
e lem en t o f  co m ple te  surprise , as w ell as the d a rin g  and quickness 
o f  m aneuver. The troops perfo rm ed  ad m irab le . To sum m arize 
b riefly  the p rocess o f  operations, let us rem em b er that an 
a rm o red  co m bat unit had  a ttacked  in a surprise  at a w ell chosen 
loca ted  and ach ieved  a penetration  o f  9 km th rough  the fortifies 
lines o f  the W estw all. th is tac tical v icto ry  w as realized  in three

(C ontinued)
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days; the fo llow ing  tw o days the tanks o f  C C R , re in forced  by 
those  o f  C C B , su ccessfu lly  resisted  G erm an counterattacks. But 
here  a lready  ap p ears the cause  o f  the failure. B ecause o f  o th er 
engagem ents, e sp ec ia lly  the a irborne assau lt at A m heim , SH A E F 
w as short o f  units. A t th is m om ent they  could  not possib ly  
liberate  suffic ien t fo rces to  conso lida te  the break through  and 
a ttack  the rear o f  the  G erm an  positions. The inev itab le  took  
p lace. A delay  o f  five days a llow ed  the W eh rm ac h tto  p repared  
its coun tera ttack . O n 19 Sep tem ber, six  days afte r the start o f  
the o ffensive, the  G erm an  forces, superio r by tw o div isions, 
launched  a co o rd in a ted  cou n te ra ttack  against both flanks o f  the 
A m erican  pocket. T he so ld iers from  across the A tlantic  cou ld  
only  understand  th e  facts and re treat. T he terra in , poorly  
favorab le  to  ex cessiv e ly  m o to rized  troops, could  not long be 
defended  against the  ev er m ore  fu rious a ttacks o f  the G erm ans. 
It is on ly  thanks to  the very  e ffic ien t covers p rov ided  by their 
a rtille ry  and th e ir a ir  fo rces th a t the A m erican  forces m anaged  
to  ex trica te  th em se lv es w ithou t to o  m any  losses.

A t that tim e erro n eo u s in te rp reta tions and m ore and m ore 
incred ib le  legends abo u n d ed  on the  sub ject o f  W a llen d o rf  The 
psycholog ical w ar co m m an d s seized  on the affa ir and exp lo ited  
it sk illfu lly . So, fo r ex am p le  an A m erican  period ical o f  the 
period te lls  o f  a w om an , d ressed  in w hite w ho a ttacked  the 
Y anks into a trap  by d isp lay in g  a large w hite flat at the en trance 
to  a v illage. Yank m ag azin e  g ives a sligh tly  m odified  version. 
The sam e w om an d ressed  in w h ite—or a n o th e r -a s  becom e, 
thanks to the im ag in atio n  o f  a w ar co rrespondent, the "G host o f  
W a lle n d o r f  and ap p ears th is  tim e on top  o f  a hill to  d irect the 
fire o f  the G erm an  a rtille ry . T his m atte r w as too tem pting  for 
the G erm an p ro p aganda  no t to  se ize  it in turn. H im m ler, in 
person, a le rted  h is com p atrio ts  against the " indescribab le" 
destructions o f  W allen d o rf caused  by the invader! Since then  a 
study o f  G erm an and  A m erican  docum en ts has m ade it possib le  
to ex tract the tru th  and now , that num erous poin ts o f  th is 
unfortunate  o peration  have com e to light only  one questions 
re ta ins stra teg ic  in terest: "Should  SH A E F have exp lo ited  the 
b reak-th rough  at W allendorf?  W ere they  capab le  to  do so?"

T he G erm an A rm y H igh C om m and , in its turn, as we have 
a lready  seen, fully  reco g n ized  the seriousness o f  the A m erican  
a ttack  as a push to w ard  T rier, and even beyond, to  the R hine. 
A ccord ing  to  F ie ld -m arshal M odel, there  w ere on 8 S ep tem ber 
only som e ten  fo rtress ba tta lio n s in the fo rtifica tions o f  the 
W estw all betw een  A achen  and Trier. But a w eek  later all k inds 
o f  un its occupied  the  G erm an  fortified  lin e ....o

SEPTEMBER 1944 (Continuation) speed. T hat done, 9th A ir Force fig h te r co n tro lle rs  w ou ld  be 
no tified  by phone and  scram ble  o u r figh ters to  in tercep t.

S ince N o vem ber, 1944, D e tach m en t B had been  sta tio n ed  in the 
Tow n o f  Ja lhay , B elg ium , ju s t  near the  E u p en -M alm ed y  road. 
Its cam o u flag ed  D /F van w as s ituated  som e six  m iles aw ay  at 
B araque M ichel (righ t o f f  the  M alm edy  road).

VON der HEYDTE’S 
PARATROOPERS

By ARNOLD C. FRANCO 
Detachment B 

3rd Radio Squadron Mobile 
9th United States Air Force

T he 3rd RSM  w as a sec re t signa ls in te lligence  unit tasked  w ith 
in tercepting  and d ec ip h erin g  G erm an  A ir Force com m unica tions. 
T he jo b  o f  Det. B w as to listen  to  G erm an figh ter p ilo ts 
com m unica ting  w ith  each  o th er and th e ir con tro llers by radio  
telephone. O nce the  L uftw affe  w as "p icked  up" on the rad io  our 
d irections finders w o u ld  ge t a fix on th e ir location , d irec tion  and

Baraque Michel—camouflaged D/F van

At 6:00 a.m . on D ecem b er 17, Sgt. B ob S iefert, o f  B ennet, 
N ebraska, drove the D /F re lie f  crew  in h is je e p  to  B araque 
M ichel. O n the w ay  they  n o ticed  severa l p a rach u tes  in the 
w oods o f f  the  road. W hen he p u lled  up to  o u r van the  guard  
w h isp ered  to  h im , nervously , th a t he had seen  so ld iers sku lk ing  
around  in the  w oods and  he susp ec ted  th ey  m igh t be G erm ans. 
(W e later learned  th a t the  m ajo rity  o f  Von der H ey d te ’s 
fa llsch irm jagers w ho  w ere  ab le  to  land  in one p iece  h eaded  for 
th e ir ra lly in g  po in t w h ich  w as be tw een  Ja lh ay  and  B araque 
M ichel.) S ie fert sped  back  to  Ja lhay  w h ere  he rep o rted  his 
find ings to  the  C O -M a jo r  T ed  S ilv erste in . T he m ajo r w as 
g reatly  a la rm ed  th in k in g  th a t the G erm an s w ere  actu ally  out to 
cap tu re  our outfit. B ecause  o f  all the in fo rm ation  w e had 
ga th e red  since D -D ay and the o ccu p a tio n  o f  the E iffel T ow er 
w hen  Paris w as liberated  w e w ou ld  be a ju ic y  p lum . S ilverste in  
im m edia te ly  called  9th T ac in V erv iers.

T hey  w ere  so confused  by the s itu atio n  th ey  cou ld  o ffer him  no 
gu idance. By the  end o f  the day, w ith  en em y  a ir  action  in the 
a rea  g e tting  m ore in tense , he finally  g ave  o rd ers to  pack up. "B" 
m oved  som e 20 m iles north  to  jo in  th e ir  s is te r d e tach m en t "D" 
loca ted  at the  C h ateau  de la C o m m an d e rie  in Fouron St. Pierre 
(now  Sint P ie ters V oeren ) at the p o in t w h ere  the  B elg ian , D utch 
and G erm an  borders m et. W hen  th ey  arriv ed  late at n igh t, they 
found  the boys in "D" in the m idst o f  a fire  figh t. T here  had 
been in tense a ir  co m b at du rin g  the  n igh t, w ith  search ligh ts 
sw eep ing  the sky and  m ach in e  guns ra ttlin g . A  guard  had  spo t
ted  a parach u te  d escen d in g  in the  g lare  and  ev ery o n e  s ta rted  fir
ing th e ir w eap o n s into the  w oods across the  cas tle  m oat. It w as 
the fo llow ing  m o rn ing  th a t a patro l d isco v ered  the  p arachu te  
a ttach ed  to  a s ligh tly  w o unded  G erm an  fig h te r p ilo t. S ince m ost 
o f  the m en in D et "D" spoke flu en t G erm an  he w as thorough ly  
in te rrogated  b efo re  be ing  tu rn ed  o v er to  an M P d e tachm en t.

In early  January , once  the th rea t o f  a b reak  th rough  w as tru ly  
over, D et B re tu rn ed  to  the  Ja lh ay  a rea  and  resum ed  operations. 
(The writer, a member o f  Det A wrote the story o f  the 3rd RSM 
in his book Code to Victory published in 1998 after their records 
were no longer classified "Secret, "n
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IMEMBRRS SPEAK OUT
M artin  and  John C o llin s  are  re sea rch in g  a book  on hosp ita ls in 
the M alven  area  o f  E ng land  during  W W II. W ere you  at any  o f 
the  fo llow ing : M ereb ro o k —53rd G eneral H osp ita l; W oodfarm -- 
55th G en era l H osp ita l; B rick b am s--9 6 th  G enera l H osp ita l, 231 st 
S ta tion  H ospita l; B lack m o re  Park --93 rd  G enera l H osp ita l, 155th 
G enera! H osp ita l; o r 90 th  G enera! H osp ita l, 19th G enera! 
H osp ita l. I f  so they , w ould  ap p rec ia te  hearing  from  you; 3 
Ispw ich  C rescen t, G rea t B ar, B irm ingham  B42 IL Y , E ngland.

T ere sa  T odd  L ay w rites  to  see if  anyone can prov ide any 
in fo rm ation  reg ard in g  he r fa ther w ho w as in the B ulge: G L E N  
F R E D E R IC K  T O D D , SR . She has no in form ation  regard ing  
h e r fa th e r’s serv ice  and  w o u ld  very  m uch  app rec ia te  hearing  
from  you if  you  can  prov ide  any in fo rm ation . W rite to  her at: 
3919  N o rth  H ills D rive, A ustin , T exas 78731.

John P alm isan o  is try in g  to  find  m ore in fo rm ation  on fam ily  
m em b er w ho  w as k illed  in action  on January  fi, 1945, and is 
bu ried  in H enri-C h ap e lle . H is nam e w as: PV T . PA U L  
C H IA R E L L O , 8 4 T H  IN F A N T R Y  D IV IS IO N , 333R D  
IN F A N T R Y  R E G IM E N T . If  you can he lp  w rite  to  him  at: 
PO B ox 1081, South  O rleans, IVIassachusetts 02662.

P A T R IC K  J .  K E A R N E Y , 5 5 T H  A R M O R E D  IN F A N T R Y  
B A T T A L IO N , I I T H  A R M O R E D  D IV IS IO N , w rites that the 
p eo p le  o f  Tir.hury', W iltsh ire  ro iir i ty , F.nglnnd eracteH n plp.q-.ie 
a t the  v illa g e 's  w a r m em o ria l to  h o nor the  b a tta lio n 's  so ld iers 
w ho  w ere  s ta tio n ed  in Tisbury' and  fought in the B attle  o f  the 
B ulge. T he p laq u e  co n ta in s S ir W inston  C h u rc h ill’s quo te  that 
the  "B ulge" w as the  g rea tes t battle  o f  the  w ar and  w ill a lw ays be 
reg ard ed  as a fam ily  A m erican  v icto ry .

The RIFLEMAN

T h e  rif le m an  fig h ts  w ith o u t p ro m is e  o f  e ith e r  re w a rd  o r 
re lie f . B e h in d  every  r iv er th e r e ’s a n o th e r  h ill—a n d  b e h in d  
th a t  hill, a n o th e r  riv er. A f te r  w eek s  o r m o n th s  in  th e  line  
on ly  a  w o u n d  c an  o ffe r  h im  th e  c o m fo rt o f  safe ty , sh e lte r , 
a n d  a  b e d .

T h o se  w h o  a re  left to  figh t, figh t o n , ev ad in g  d e a th  b u t 
k n o w in g  th a t  w ith  e a c h  d ay  o f  ev as io n  th e y  h av e  ex h au s ted  
o n e  m o re  c h an c e  fo r  survival. S o o n e r  o r  la te r , u n les s  v icto ry  
c o m e s  th is  c h ase  m u s t e n d  o n  th e  l i t te r  o r  in  th e  grave.

General Omar Bradley

RESPONSE TO ARTICLE 
REGARDING HENRI-CHAPELLE

By GEORGE CIAMPA 
607TH GRAVES REGISTRATION COMPANY

1 ju s t re tu rned  from  B elgium  v.hcre I conductcd  a to u r for high 
school h isto ry  teach ers  to  teach  them  the s ig n ificance  o f  W orld 
W ar 11 and  the cost o f  freedom . Included in the tou r were 
in terv iew s o f  c iv ilians w ho lost th e ir freedom  during  the N azi 
occupation . W e v isited  fo rm er battle  g rounds o f  the  B attle  o f  
the B ulge w ith com bat veterans, the Henri C hapelle  C em etery 
and  m ore. A docum en tary , ca lled  "L et Freedom  R ing" covered  
the tou r and  is now  being  ed ited  for a iring  on TV.

The article  in the A ugust issue o f  The Bulge Bugle quoting  
re tired  G eneral L eszezynsk i is incorrect. 1 w as there  in m id- 
A ugust. T here  is no m otion  sensitive  ligh ting  there , as he states, 
for one th ing. He a lso  a lludes to the M euse-A rgonne C em etery , 
w hich  is near Paris It is N O T  in the  area o f  O m aha Reach as 
sta ted  in the a rticle . It is a W W l cem etery  and does have a road 
running  th rough  it, w hich  is unfortunate.

I w as in the 607th  G raves R egistra tion  C om pany  and w e buried 
m any o f  the dead at H enri-C hapelle  before  and during  the B attle 
o f  the B ulge before m ov ing  on to G erm any. T hat tem porary' 
c em ete ry  w as later d is in te rred  and m oved  to the  p resen t location. 
A lthough  the A m erican  B attle  M onum ents C om m ission  does a 

i n h  r i r c h i te c t i s r .T l lv n n r l  m r s in t e n n n c a  v v is e  t h i s  c e m e t e r v w a sU  J  J ' •>

not w e ll-p lan n ed  in that not on ly  does it have a busy road 
runn ing  tlirough it, there  are N O  G A T E S at the en trance  or 
enclosu re  around the cem ete ry  as o th er cem etries have. The 
A B M C  sta tes th a t they  d o n ’t w an t to  give it a "fortress-like  
ap p earance" that w ould  d iscourage  visitors. T his is ludicrous. 
I c a n ’t th in k  o f  any cem ete ry  th a t d o esn ’t have ga tes to  secure 
it at n igh t, e sp ecia lly  m ilita ry  cem eteries. D oes A rlington 
C em etery  d iscourage  v isito rs?  I call H enri-C hapelle  an "orphan" 
ccm cte ry . it is a sham e. T here  arc o ther p rob lem s that I w ould 
like to  re la te  here, but I am  lim ited  to  space due to  a deadline 
for th is issue. H opefu lly , 1 w ill be able to fo llow  up w ith m ore 
de ta ils  in the next issue. I can be reached  at: 3304 W hiffletree  
Lane, T orrance, CA 90505. T elephone: 310-539-4345 . E- 
m ail: g c i^ m p a@ sb cg lo b al.n e t.o

V B O B . I n c .  is n o n - p a r t i s a n .  I t  
e n c o u r a g e s  c a n d i d a t e s  o f  a l l  p o l i t i c a l  
p e r s u a s i o n s  a n d  in c u m b e n t s  to  s u p p o r t  
le g i s l a t i o n  i m p o r t a n t  to :  N a t io n a l  
D e f e n s e  a n d  to  A c t iv e ,  R e s e r v e ,  
N a t io n a l  G u a r d ,  r e t i r e d  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  
u n i f o r m  s e r v ic e s ,  o t h e r  v e t e r a n s ,  t h e i r  
f a m i l ie s ,  a n d  s u r v iv o r s .

ARE YOUR DUES CURRENT?

CHECK THE MAILING LABEL USED TO 
AD DRESS THIS NEWSLETTER TO YOU. THE 
DATE ON THE FIRST LINE ON THE FAR 
RIGHT IS THE DATE YOUR DUES W ERE DUE.

THH BULGH BUGLE 29 November 2006



VETERANS OF THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE CERTIFICATE

m

VETERANS OF THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE

i ' Mirit'ff/ fftr fntu/ /w/Z'/jt’
.T/,f 4UttU

I 'M iffii f a n f / / y  f / t r  i /n i t r * /  ■ /-

Jfi

The Veterans o f  the Battle o f  the 
Bulge Assn is proud to  offer a full color 11" 
by 17" certificate, which may be ordered by 
any veteran who received credit for the 
A rdennes Campaign. It a ttests that you 
participated in, endured and survived the 
greatest land battle ever fought by the US 
Army You do not have to  be a member o f  
the VBOB Assn in order to  order one but 
you must have received the Ardennes credit 
This beautiful certificate is produced on 
parchment-like stock and is outlined by the 
full color W W II insignias o f  the major units 
that fought in the B attle  o f  the  Bulge 
starting with the 12th Army Group followed 
numerically w ith Armies, C orps and 
Divisions and the tw o Army Air Forces We 
wished that each unit insignia could have 
been shown but with approxim ately 2000 

units that participated in the Bulge it was impossible. How ever any unit which served in the Bulge would have been attached to  or 
reported through one o f  the unit insignia depicted. You may want to  add one o f  your original patches to the certificate, when you 
receive it. Units were researched in the Official General O rder No. 114 for Units Entitled to  the ARDENNES Battle Credit and will be 
the basis for sale o f  this certificate. The unit insignias shown are also those used in the design o f  the Battle o f  the Bulge Memorial 
Conference Table dedicated and on view in the Garrison Library at Ft Meade, M D (open M on & W ed 12:30-3:00 PM  The requests 
to  date have been overwhelming, therefore we would request that you allow approximately 3-4 weeks for delivery.

A Special Certificate is available to  spouses or children o f  those who made the Supreme Sacrifice in the Battle o f  the Bulge or 
who died o f  wounds received in the Battle o f  the Bulge. The individual request should have the date and place o f  death and be certified 
by the family requestor or by a buddy who was present. Multiple copies o f  the same certificate may be ordered if  you have a number 
o f  children/grandchildren. Rank or command during the Bulge is preferred. It will be abbreviated to  the W W II o r three character 
standard. The certificate will be shipped rolled in a protective mailing tube. Please be sure to  place your name, service number and 
unit as you would like it to appear on the certiflcate. The unit name should as full as possible as you want someone reading it to  
understand what unit you were in. W e will abbreviate it as necessary. It is important that you type or print this information. The unit 
must be one o f  the 2000 units authorized for the Ardennes Campaign credit The cost of the certificate is $15.00 postpaid.

Unfortunately we do not have any more frames available at this time. John Bowen is presently trying to arrange 
with other suppliers who will produce these special sizes in quantities of 100. This may result in a higher frame cost. Our 

previous order had to be for 500 frames which took over three years to sell and resulted in the non use of a garage where they
were stored. We will keep you posted.

VETERANS OF THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE CERTIFICATE ORDER BLANK
I request an 11" x 17" Certificate and certify that I received credit for the Ardennes Campaign during my military service I have 
enclosed a check for $15.00 for the Certificate. Please include the following information that I would like on the certificate:

First Name MI Last Name Serial Number

Orgamzation:Company, Battalion and/or Regt, Ehvision 

□Killed in Action_________________ Location____________
date

M AILING INFORMATION:

Rank (Optional)

□D ied o f  W ounds □PO W
place date dates Camp

Name Street Address Apt No.

City

VBOB Member; Yes

State

No

Zip + 4 Code

Telephor»e Number (In case we need to call you) not a requirement Signature & date 
Make checks out to VBOB for $15.00. O rders should be mailed to VBOB Certificate, PO Box 101418, Arlington, VA 22210-4418. Questions can be 
directed to John Bowen. 301 384-6533, Certificate C hairm an. ____
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VBOB QUARTERMASTER 
ORDER FORM

N O V F M f iL K ,  2UU5

Please s T v p ^ th ^ o IIo w In ^ te m ^ ^

Name
(first) (last) (phone #-will call only if there is a probJem)

A d d re ss
(no ; (street) (city) (state) (zip)

Item Description Price Each Quantity
~  ■—  1

Total Price

VBOB Logo Patch - 3" S 4 50 $

VBOB Logo Patch - 4" $ 5.50 $

VBOB Logo Decal - 4" $ 1-25 $

VBOB WindshieW Logo - 4" $ 1.25 $

VBOB Logo Stickers - 1%" (in quantities of 10) 10 for $1.25 $

Baseball Cap w/S** VBOB Logo Patch - Navy only $ 10.00 $

Windbreaker w/4" VBOB Logo Patch - Navy only
Please circle size (they run a little snug): S M L XL XXL XXXL 
pO(L and XXXL - see prices)

$ 25.00 (S. M. L and XL) 
$ 26.00 for XXL 
$ 27.00 for XXXL

$

VBOB Logo Lapel Pin - Vi' $ 5.00 $ i
Miniatiir« VBOB Logo Meda! w/Rlbbon (pin on typ^) $ 8 .50 $

VBOB Logo Belt Buckle -
f\r tr\r\£k /0 /aoca nimio

$ 16.00 $

VBOB Logo Boto T «  - 
Silver tone or Gotd tone (Please circle choice)

$ 16.00 $

VBOB U cense Plate Frame w/Logos - White plastic w/Black printing $ 5.00 $

VBOB 100 Sheet Notepad w/Logo - "This Note Is From... A Veteran of the 
Bartfe of the Bulge" - White paper with Blue printing

$ 3.00 $

BACK IN STOCK
Large VBOB Logo Neck Medallion w/ribbon 
Ideal for insertion in medal shadow box

S 25 00 $ (

VBOB Tote Bag-SOLD OUT $ 1

Only Cash, Check, or Money Order Accepted 
Make ch ecks  payable to: "VBOB" - and  mail o rders  to  VBOB-QM, PO Box 101418, Arlington, VA 22210-4418

Shipping and Handling;
SO 00 to $5.00 - $ 2.00
S5.01 to $10.00 - $ 3.00 
$10.01 and over - $ 4.00
Please  add $1.00 to for ail items sh ipped  ou ts ide  the USA.

DO NOT INCLUDE ANY OTHER MONIES WITH QM PAYMENT
Please  allow 3-4 w eeks for delivery

C ost of Items:

S&H:

Total:

$_

$_

$

Office Use Only - Do Not VYrite Below This Line

Date Received

Payment; Cash Check MO

THE BULGE BUGLE

Date Mailed;. 

Check No.;

31 November 2000
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Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. P ostage 

PAID 
Arlington, VA 

Permit No. 468

LET US ALL BE THANKFUL 
FOR OUR WONDERFUL COUNTRY AND THE 

YEARS WE HAVE BEEN 
GRANTED TO ENJOY OUR 

LIBERTIES, OUR FAMILIES AND EACH OTHER

OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Do not write above this line

----------- Detach and M a il --------------------------------

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
VETERANS OF THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE
PC Box 101418, A rlington, Virginia 22210-4418 

Annual Dues $15

□  New M em ber □  R enew al - M em ber #

Name.

Address. 

City____

________ Birthdate _

. Phone( ) .

State -Zip_

All new members, please provide the following information:

Campaign(s)________________________________________________________________________

Unit(s) to wtiich assigned during period December 16, 1944 - January25, 1945 - Division________

Regiment_____________________________________________ Battalion_____________________

Company_____________________________________________ Other________________________

Make chcck or money order payable to VBOB
and mail with this application to above address: Applicants Signature _

OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Do not write above this line ,


