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In  co m bat, the  field a r ti l le ry  h as tw o  w ay s to  locate  its 
ta rg e ts ; u n o b se rv ed  fire , in  w h ich  th e  ta rg e t c an n o t be  seen  and  
is iden tified  e ith e r by in te llig en ce  th a t has b een  p rov ided  o r by 
f irin g  a t a  loca tion  fo u n d  on the  m ap. For ex am p le, you  m igh t 
fire  at an  im p o rtan t c ro ssro ad . It is, in  e ffec t, firin g  b lind . The 
second way is to have someone up front who can observe 
the enemy and his activity and radio back to the battalion 
fire direction center (FDC) both his exact location and the 
location and details of the target he proposes to take under 
fire. That is the job of the Forward Observer, (the “F.O.”).
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BY M. J. “Mike” Levin -  see page 8
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President's Message
It w as w orth  ev ery  nickel, every  ounce o f  effort, head on 

confron ta tion  w ith obstacles, d isappoin tm ents, and sleepless 
nights th roughou t m any years, but we fialfilled o u r ‘pie in the 
sky ’ dream  w ith  the ded ication  o f  our M em orial in A rlington 
N ational C em etery  on M ay 8, 2006. T o date we are still being 
re c o g n iz e d  an d  fo lk s 
across the country  are 
con tinually  and currently  
being educa ted  about the 
Battle  o f  the B ulge, our 
e x p e r i e n c e s ,  o u r  
organ ization  and mem orial.
W e’re ‘on  th e  m a p ’!
C urren tly  B arnes & N oble 
b ooksto res are carry ing  a 
beautifu l hard  cover book 
e n titled , W here  V a lo r 
R ests-A rlin g to n  N ational 
C em etery , w ritten  by 
Superin tendent John C.
M etzler, Jr. and Pulitzer 
P r i z e  A u t h o r  R ic k
A tkinson published by N ational G eographic . In th is beautiful 
p iece V eterans o f  the  B attle o f  the B ulge are p ictu red  full page 
in co lo r (pgs 130 &  133) a long  w ith a curren t m ap o f  A rlington 
N ational C em etery  identify ing  in prin t the location o f  our 
M em orial in A rea 21 at Po rte r and M cPherson  A venue. (P g  29). 
T his m ap, a long  w ith an excerp t from  the book, is a lso  featured 
in the June issue o f  National Geographic m agazine.

M ore and  m ore new spapers and o ther pub lications are 
featu ring  our individual sto ries and requests for personal 
appearances and p resen ta tions are very  m uch alive. The 
de term ination  o f  our good friend, C ongressm an C hris Sm ith, o f  
N ew  Jersey , w ho carved our m em orial p ro ject through the 
bu reaucracy  relentlessly  forges ahead  on our b e h a lf  for sufficient 
fijnding for veterans health serv ices and benefits. H is legislative 
office is d iligen tly  assisting  us w ith ob tain ing  an official charter 
allow ing  us to con tinue to  be recognized  a long  with VFW , 
A m erican  Legion. M ilitary  O rder o f  Purp le  H eart, D isabled 
V eterans, etc.

Y ou, w ho survive, are T he O rgan iza tion  and are never 
forgotten  by the d ifferen t em bassies in W ashington, D .C. who 
alw ays invite us to  events scheduled  th roughout the year. The 
m ost recen t was for a recep tion  in honor o f  M r. Paul S chm it’s 
re tirem ent fi-om the E m bassy  o f  L uxem bourg  as D eputy  C h ie f o f  
M ission. At his request, I convey  to  you his sincere  thanks for 
the opp o rtu n ity  to be w ith us and  his p leasure  w hile w orking 
a long w ith us. He w ished us all good  health , everlasting  
happiness and continued success w ith our o rgan ization  and will 
m iss us.

Q uo ting  a n ew spaper article  from  E ngland the reporter 
describes a ttendance at a m em orial: ‘Each year 1 go. there are 
few er veterans and those w ho do  get there are v isib ly  slo w er.’ 
Each year I am alw ays so p leased  to see the robust energy and 
enthusiasm  o f  our veterans, their fam ilies and friends at our 
reunions. M any a tten tio n -g e ttin g ’ p rogram s are p lanned  for our 
upcom ing  reunion in L inco lnsh ire, Illinois, (C hicago  A rea) 
S ep tem ber 25-30 , 2007 . H opefu lly , you w ill be reg iste ring  to

attend and be o fficially  no ticed  by your ‘vim  and v ig o r’ w hile 
participa ting  in the m any in teresting  events, en joy ing  the good  
food and cam araderie  w ith friends. B rigad ier G eneral John W. 
N icholson , U SA  (R et.), Secretary' o f  the A m erican  B attle  
M onum ents C om m ission , accep ted  w ith g reat p leasure  our 
invitation  to be our featu red  speaker at the  B anquet. W e still 
have the sp irit and the ‘get-up-and-go" and I look forw ard to 
seeing  you there.

D uring  the rem ain ing  tim e as P resident, m y hope is that tl : tail 
end o f2 0 0 7  will be suffic ien t to support m y v ision  for con tinu ing  
success o f  th is o rgan ization . M y honor in be ing  recen tly  e lected  
D irector o f  W reaths A cross A m erica  Inc., m akes m e very  excited  
and happy  know ing  that w hile  rep resen ting  you, the o rgan ization  
w ill be fu lfilling  o u r m ission  and goal in perpetuating  the honor 
and m em ory o f  the sacrifices o f  o u r fallen com rades, p reserv ing  
the true h istory, sp read ing  peace and goodw ill and p rom oting  
friendsh ip  am ong surv ivo rs and their descendan ts. O ur friends, 
K aren and M orrill W orcester have donated  and w ill be esco rting  
93 trac to r-tra ilers carry ing  W reaths to  be p laced at the g ravesite  
o f  our valian t heroes at C hristm as on Saturday, D ecem ber IS ”" at 
A rlington N ationa l C em etery . T his spec tacu lar ou tpouring  o f  
love, pa trio tism  and generosity  o f  the W orcester fam ily has 
becom e con tag ious and g iven b irth  to  a w eek  long V e teran s’ 
Parade from  H arring ton , M aine, to  A rling ton  N ational C em etery  
a long  700  p lus m iles o f  streets lined  by ‘A m erica’ to include 
stops at schools, tow n ha lls  and v e te ran s’ hom es to  p rom ote  
aw areness and patrio tism . In terest w orld- w ide has encouraged  
‘W reaths A cro ss A m erica  Inc.” to expand  their m ission  to 
R em em ber the fallen . H onor those  w ho serve &  T each  ou r 
ch ild ren  the value  o f  freedom  and the sacrifices o f  our serv ice  
m en and w om en and are now  o fferin g  the general pub lic  an 
opportun ity  to  show  th e ir apprec ia tion  fo r the freedom  we en joy  
by sp o nsoring  a w reath  to  rem em ber o u r m en and w om en in 
m ilitary  cem eteries th roughou t the states and national v e te ran s’ 
cem eteries rep resen tin g  each  branch o f  the arm ed forces here and 
abroad. Y ou w ill be rece iv ing  m ore inform ation  on th is p rogram , 
b u t in the  m ean tim e  co n tac t m e on the  w eb site  
WWW.wreathsacrossamerica.org or w rite  to m y attention: 
W reaths A cross A m erica, P .O .B ox 214. H arrington, M E 04643 . 
Be sure to identify  V eteran  o f  the B attle  o f  the Bulge.

‘Til then, be strong, be healthy , be happy..!!
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
106TH NOT RECOGNIZED
[Edited slightly] I cam e  ac ro ss  the article, on page  25, 
indicating a  book Alam o in the A rdennes  w as soon to be 
published. T he re lease  d a te  w as su pposed  to be March 5, 
2007.

N ow here in the  write-up, in bold print, did I s e e  a 
re ference  to the  106th Infantry Division. ... Evidently he 
h as  not re sea rch ed  the  m aps and battle positions of all 
th o se  outfits tha t participated in the Battle of the Bulge.

..., he would have noticed that the 106th Division, with 
th ree  regim ents of infantry sp read  over 26 miles of front 
e ach  of St. Vith w as hit by the  major thrust of the G erm an 
Fifth P an ze r Army, in the cen te r and southern  flank and the 
Sixth S S  P an ze r Army north of center.

He would also  have noticed tha t the 14th Cavalry, a s  well 
a s  the 422nd and 423rd Infantry R egim ents of the 106th 
Infantry Division, while taking very heavy casualties 
delayed the  G erm ans to such  an ex ten t that it w as six days 
before the G erm ans w ere ab le  to take  St. Vith. That delay 
a lone w as  a  major factor in the final defea t of the 
G erm ans. T hat delay w as a contributing factor in causing 
the  G erm an s to run out of fuel for their tanks.

I am  not detracting from the brave fighting and courage 
of the  m en in th o se  o ther divisions and units who fought in 
the battle and I recognize tha t the stand  of th(advisable) 
[as received], I refer you to the book Sf Vith Lion in the 
Way. by Colonel R. E rnest Dupuy, published and 
copyrighted, in 1949, by Infantry Journal P ress , Inc , 
'A 'ashingtcn, DC. This is the  history of the lOGtli iinarury 
Division, from its inception on N ovem ber 29, 1942, to the 
decom m issioning in 1945........

In my opinion, before any such  book purporting to be an 
accounting of such  a horrendous battle ought to have been 
review ed a t leas t by people who w ere familiar with the 
entire picture Not just so m e  incidents by a few. I am 
sorry to say  tha t this is just ano ther exam ple of "the sign of 
the  tim es." T he 101st Airborne Division a t B astogne, along 
with the  ad v an ce  of P a tto n ’s  3rd Army w as the turning 
p o in t"

However, I do strongly think that the 106th Division 
d e se rv e s  a t leas t a little credit for having held the G erm ans 
th o se  precious six days, a t a  co st of over 6 ,600 dead, 
w ounded, m issing and cap tu red  brave soldiers. W e 
continued to fight and support the  com bat throughout the 
battle, albeit with only a minimum strength  424th Infantry 
R egim ent and  one  battalion of artillery, the 589th (four 105 
MM Howitzers), a s  well a s  eight eng inee rs from our 81st 
E ngineer Battalion. W e w ere finally relieved in mid-March. 
A lso  re: a r t ic le  "U.S. & G e rm a n  Field Artillery... ."

A glaring error c o n ce rn s  the  infantry divisions on the front 
lines of D ecem ber 16. 1944

First, th e  m ajor th rust of the  G erm an offensive w as in the 
region m anned  by the  106th Infantry D ivision-not the 2nd 
Infantry Division. T he 2nd w as  relieved m an for m an and 
gun for gun on D ecem ber 10, 11 and 12, 1944, by the 
106th Infantry Division. W e held our positions for five days 
while the  divisions on e ither flank gave  way within the first 
two days. H ave you ever heard  of St. Vith. Belgium? W e

lost over 6,000 casualties (killed cap tured  and w ounded) 
those  first five days.

Second, the records show  that we w ere expert in the use  
of both the 105MM and the 155MM Howitzers. O ne of the
reaso n s  the G erm ans w ere held up for those  five d a y s .......

R o b e r t  S. S c h e re r
106 INFD ARTY HQ

FRENCH MEDAL OF HONOR
I w as a m em ber of the 307th Airborne Medical Com pany, 
82nd Airborne Division, during '.WVIi. A while back I 
received the highest and m ost prestigious aw ard from the 
Republic of France.

Of only 14 A m ericans, I w as aw arded  the French Medal 
of Honor, the first time given in the United S ta te s  Prior to 
this time (since N apoleon’s day) it w as only given in 
F rance

A m elio  Cucinelli  
82 ABND 307 ABN MED CO

48 DAYS IN BASTOGNE
I w as in the 101st Airborne Division with the 907th Glider 
Field Artillery Battalion, B Battery, Gun #3. W e had the 
snub nose  105 mm.

W e w ere in the encirclem ent in the  Battle of the Bulge in 
B astogne. W e w ere there  for 48 days and had plenty of 
incoming artillery and they w ere 88’s  not 105's. I don’t 
know w here all the  information about 105’s  cam e from.

W hen yon heard thp shell coming and you could fee! it 
and the ground it w as not an 88 But let m e tell you they 
w ere all B8’s  that cam e in a t us. T he 88’s  w ere sm aller 
than the  105’s, but nearly twice a s  long.

If w e w ere there  now I could show  you just w here som e 
a re - th e y  w ent into the ground and never w ent off In fact 
of all the artillery guns w e captured, w e never saw  a 
G erm an 105. Talk of resupp ly -a ll tnrough F rance ana 
Holland the G erm ans never had to m ove artillery shells. 
They w ere stacked  in piles all over the country. They just 
se t up the gun by the shells and sta rted  shooting and those 
piles w ere all 88’s.

G. A. "B ud "  L auer  
101 ABND 907 GIB B

THANKS TO MR. BIGGIO
I would like to e labora te  on the excellent article on the 
organization and operation of the field artillery by C harles 
Biggio, Jr., that w as in the N ovem ber issu e  of The Bugle.

In addition to the artillery battalions tha t a re  part of 
infantry divisions, there  a re  artillery battalions a ttached  to 
co rps that a re  sen t in support of infantry divisions within 
the  corps a rea  that need  added  fire power.

My battalion artillery, the 955th Field Artillery 155 mm 
Battalion w as part of the V C orps artillery organization. 
O ur battalion received a special letter of com m endation 
from the  CO of the 1st Infantry Division for our support of 
the  26th Infantry R egim ent in the  Bullingen-M onchow area  
during the  Bulge. O ur after action report of January  31,
i945, inaicates tnat tne ybsth  FA Bn had tired in com bat
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50,000 rounds since our arrival shortly after D-Day into 
Normandy.

Thanl<s for Mr Biggio's artillery article.
P .S . O ur battalion a t the  end of the w ar w as aw arded 

five battle stars.
E. W. M o r tensen  

955 FA BN HQ

WHY NO FORWARD O B S E R V E R S ?
I sp en t four y ea rs  in the 4th Armored Division a s  a forward 
observer during the war.

I write a s  I would like to s e e  som ething in our Bulge 
Bugle about the duties of the  forward o b se rv e rs -F O  a s  we 
w ere called.

I w as in the H eadquarters Battery of the 66th Field 
Artillery Battalion and trained a s  a forward observer. W e 
had th ree  medium  tanks. W e traveled next to the first tank 
in all actions. W hen the tank com m ander needed  artillery, 
w e w ent into action.

With out the FO ’s  the artillery couldn’t fire accurately 
b e c a u se  we called for fire. W e could s e e  the target and 
the guns could not. W ithout us observing w here the guns 
w ere. They couldn’t s e e  and w e could. The T05’s could 
fire to a  coord inance but couldn’t s e e  the target. Our 
artillery w as the b e s t -a s k  Col. Leach.

T here  w ere a lot of FO ’s in the 4th and I would like to se e  
som ething written in The Bugle, explaining w hat we did, 
alw ays up on the  line. O ur 105’s  could not fire accurately 
without the  FO ’s a s  w e could s e e  the hits on all the 
targets. W e helped a  lot to end the conflict.

My call sign w as Fox Dog 23.
I am  now living in a retirem ent hom e and doing pretty 

g o o d -! am  89 y ea rs  old. 1 will never forget th o se  days up 
on the  line and the o ther days. I lived with the finest 
people ever in my life. Most of them  are  gone and 
rem em bered .

A lbert  G a y d o s  
66 FAO Bn HQ

[Editor: I believe you will find so m e  information 
regarding forward observers in this issue. 
R em em ber, we print what we receive—we have no 
research  staff and depen d  on you for our stories.]

REBUTTAL TO PREVIOUS ARTILLERY ARTICLE
In my article in The Bulge Bugle of November, 2006, on 
the U.S. & G erm an Field Artillery in the BoB, I sta ted  that 
by D ecem ber, 1944, the A m erican field artillery had rid 
itself of all WWI cannon  and replaced them  with o n es of 
A m erican design and m anufacture. I s tand  by that 
sta tem en t.

In re sp o n se  to my article, Mike N osanov, of the 11th 
Arm ored Division, w rote to challenge my article a s  a 
"contrived effort of a  feuilletonist." He m aintains that he 
saw  a French 75m m  gun being fired in the BOB by 
A m erican sold iers of an arm ored infantry com pany of his 
division.

The French 75m m  gun (1897) w as designed  and

m anufactured by the F ren ch -an d  w as F ran ce’s  main light 
artillery piece in WWI. S ince it w as the  b est gun of its 
caliber at that era, and since they w ere plentiful in F rance, 
the A merican AEF decided to u se  the  French 75 a s  their 
main light artillery w eapon both during WWI and betw een 
the g rea t wars. By 1942 the U.S. had developed  a  105mm 
howitzer to replace the French 75 a s  the U.S. field 
artillery’s  main light artillery p ie c e -a n d  the  French 75 w as 
phased  out. By 1944 there  w ere no French 75’s  left in the 
units of the U.S. field artillery.

I realize that Mr. N osanov firmly believes tha t he saw  a 
French 75 in action with his 11th Armored Division in the 
Bulge; however, after thoroughly search ing  the  arm y files 
in the Archives and reading all the pertinent books on this 
subject, I have found no evidence a t all to support his 
contention.

T he TO&E 17 of February, 1944, lists all of the 
equipm ent authorized by the U.S. arm ored divisions. The 
only cannon that w ere authorized in To&E 17 for the 
arm ored division in 1944 w ere a s  follows: (1) T he field 
artillery of the arm ored division w as authorized eigh teen  
105mm howitzers, self-propelled for each  of its th ree  
artillery b a tta lio n s-a  total of 54 for the  entire division 
artillery, (2) T here w ere sev en teen  75m m  how itzers (SP) 
authorized for the arm ored div ision-eigh t in the cavalry 
reconna issance  squad rons and nine in the arm ored infantry 
battalions. T h ese  w ere considered  infantry w eapons, and 
did not opera te  under field artillery control. (3) T here  w ere 
thirty 57mm guns, towed, authorized for the  arm ored 
division. T h ese  also  w ere controlled by the  infantry. (4) A 
105mm howitzer w as also  authorized a s  the  main gun of 
each  medium tank in the  division. T here  w ere no o ther 
cannon authorized for the  arm ored division.

I am  not arguing that it w as im possible for Mr. N osanov 
to have seen  a  French 75 in D ecem ber of 1944. But I can 
find no evidence tha t one w as there  tha t day. I believe 
that w hat he saw  w as one of the 57m m  guns, tow ed, by 
the arm ored infantry battalions and mistook for a  French 
75. I w onder if any o ther m em bers of an  arm ored division 
which took part in the  Bulge thought he saw  a French 75 
during the battle?

C h a r le s  P. B igg io ,  Jr .
99 INFD

TANK DESTROYERS
As a form er tank destroyer soldier and a  long-time m em ber 
of VBOB, I app recia te  your publishing Ralph S torm ’s article 
"Tank D estroyers" in the  February 2007 issu e  of The Bulge 
Bugle which received top notice of the article on the  cover, 
although I m ust say  their m ission w as offensive instead  of 
defensive, a s  m entioned on the cover.

Storm  dealt well with m ost of the  high points of the 
streng ths and w e a k n e sse s  of tank d estroyer doctrine, 
tactics, and w eapons used  during the  brief ex is ten ce  of this 
new "branch of the  army." It would have  ben appropriate  
for him to mention Major G eneral A. D. Bruce, who 
estab lished  the then C am p Hod for im plem enting th e  Tank 
D estroyer Force. He is known a s  the  "F ather of Fort 
Hood," a s  inscribed on a s ta te  historical m arker a t the  fort.

It m ust be rem em bered  that the  T ank D estroyer Force,
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initiated by G eneral G eorge C. M arshal, nurtured by 
Lieutenant G eneral Lesley J. McNair, and im plem ented by 
Major G eneral A. D. Bruce, found that the battlefields and 
the en em y 's  com bined arm s tactics forbade the tank 
d estroyers  from im plem enting its prescribed doctrine. 
Instead, the  tank destroyers developed a new doctrine on 
their own, creating su c c e s s  w here it counted m ost--on the 
battlefields of Europe.

Caivin C. Boykin, J r
7 ARMD 814 TD BN RECON 

P re s id e n t ,  WWI T ank  D es tro y e r  Soc ie ty

BROUGHT BACK MEMORIES
On page 20 of the May copy of The Bugle, there  appeared  
an article entitled "B arracuda R estored  "

I read  this article severa l tim es b ecau se  it brought back 
m any m em ones.

I drove a tank in C om pany B and w as close by w hen the 
B arracuda w as hit. I rem em ber those  men m entioned. 
C apt. A m eno w as  CO. His last w ords w ere "The enem y is 
retreating north, shoo t the s — out of them ." ...my tank 
com m ander. First Lt. Williamson becam e CO and rode in 
my tank for a couple of days and then w as w ounded after 
the w ar w as over.

Pvt G oldstein w rote a letter about his ordeal a s  a  POW  
I received a  copy of the  letter and I am  glad I w as never a 
POW.

Koy A. minrieriy
11 ARMD 41 TK BN B

O VERSIGHT?
Having received the multi-colored certificate of participation 
in the  A rdennes, I am  im pressed  by its craftsm anship  
making it a  sym bol of pride to the recipients and their 
families. T here  is; how ever, a  'glitch’ of oversight in the 
recording of the  num ber of divisions so  ShOVv'n. 
Specifically, the  a b se n c e  of the insignia of the 104th 
Infantry Division; one  having se e n  protracted com bat a t the 
northern extrem ity of the Bulge This a b se n c e  n eed s  
correction to justify the  m em ory of the 16,000 who served, 
fought and died, in the "Pine Tree" Division.

Possibly a  properly designed  paste-on  recognition would 
suffice, not requiring a redo of format. W hatever, this outfit 
m erits honoring a s  o thers, not inadvertently slighted, a s  
now.

I believe this of sufficient im portance to be included in 
"Letters to th e  Editor" soliciting input

Phillip W. R o b b in s  
4 INFD 12 INF 2 BN

[The insignia show n on the VBOB certificates are 
th ose  included in the G eneral Order #114 issu ed  by  
the War D epartm ent 7 D ecem ber 1945. As there 
w ere over 2 ,000  individual units entitled to the 
A rdennes credit, it would have been  im possible to 
include all. Therefore, th ose  groups not shown are 
en couraged  to p lace their patch on the certificate 
before framing.]

STILL PROUD
I really enjoy reading all the articles in The bulge tiugie.

I w as a  m em ber of C om pany C, 202nd Engineer C om bat 
Battalion and w as shelled by the G erm ans a t Stavelot, 
Belgium ... D ecem ber 16, 1944.

I w as driving the com m and car tha t led our com pany out 
of the town to 1st Army H eadquartrs in Spa. O ur acting 
com pany com m ander, Lt. Chinlund, told 1st Army officers 
of our encounter with the G erm ans. They informed him 
they didn't know the G erm ans w ere that close. Our 
com pany ended up in Liege, Belgium, dunng C hristm as of 
'44.

I am  still a  proud veteran  of 83 who helped serve  to 
"Keep America Free." My wife and I a re  hosting our 
com pany’s reunion on July 26-28. O ur Com pany C has 
held a  reunion every year since 1 9 5 4 -th e  last full w eek in 
July. This y ear’s reunion (2006) w as held in New Oxford, 
Pennsylvania. O ne of our buddies cam e that we hadn 't 
seen  in 61 years. I believe he now reg re ts that he never 
a ttended  any of our previous reunions. Seventy-eight 
percent of our com pany cam e  from Ohio and Pennsylvania.

Carl C. Miller 
202 ENGR CMBT BN C 

[Thanks for the kind words. Carl. We try to 
em phasize  to our m em bers the importance of 
attending reunions. No one e ve r  understands like 
those who were there.]

MISSISSIPPI MONUMENT
In the April 2007 issue  of The Bulge Bugle, the 
"P residen t’s  M essage" lists the m em orials (m onum ents) to 
the VBOB in the U.S.A.

W e w ere disappointed that the Mississippi m onum ent 
located at the Armed Forces M useum  in C am p Shelby [the 
p o st office apparently got Mr Hunt's letter caught up in 
one of its machines, but we ge t the m essage . That 
particular new sletter item resulted in a num ber of chapters 
telling us that the m em orials in their vicinity had not been  
m entioned W e have two o f them  covered  in this issue  
I’m not sure if we ran a picture o f the m onum ent at Camp 
Shelby, but it w as m entioned in three or four earlier 
new sletters. P lease  sen d  us another picture and w e ’ll 
cover it in a future issue. The sa m e  applies if your 
chapter's memorial w as n ever in the n ew sle tter S en d us 
a short story regarding sa m e  and a picture. No oversight 
w as intentional.]

J a m e s  W. H unt 
1 INFD

BATTLE FOR TILLET
With regard to the article "Setting the Record Straight," by 
T hom as Williams, I think a little m ore straightening is in 
order. While the 761st Tank Battalion w as a good outfit, 
and d o es  dese rv e  a lot of credit, they have been  credited 
with far m ore than their real accom plishm ents. B ecause  
they w ere a black unit there  have  been  an unfortunate 
num ber of actions that they have been  credited with that 
embellish the truth to say  the  least. O ver the y ears  som e 
of th e se  stories have taken  on a life of their own.
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REUNIONS
2ND A R M O R E D  D IV IS IO N  & 17TH  A R M O R E D  E N G IN E E R  
B A T T A L IO N , Septem ber 12-16, 2007, Colum bus, Georgia. Contact: 
John A. Shields, PC  Box 106, East Butler, G eorgia 16029. Telephone: 
724-287-4301.

2ND C A V A L R Y  D IV IS IO N ,N ovem ber 8 -11 ,2007 , Vienna, V irginia. 
C ontact: 2nd Cavalry A ssociation, 87 O verall Phillips Road, 
E lizabethtow n, K entucky 42701.

4T H  A R M O R E D  D IV ISIO N , Septem ber 3-9, 2007, N iagara Falls, 
N ew  York. Contact: 4th A rm ored D ivision A ssociation, 760 Crestview  
Drive, Sharpsville, Pennsylvania 16150-8332.

5T H  A R M O R E D  D IV ISIO N , A ugust 16-19, 2007, Canton, Ohio. 
Contact: Jeffrey C. Sm ith, 404 W est 12th Street, Dover, O hio 44622. 
Telephone: 330-454-5000.

7TH  A R M O R E D  D IV IS IO N , Septem ber 27-O ctober 1,2007, V irginia 
Beach, V irginia. C ontact: Cheryl M. H igley, 292 Scott Swamp Road, 
Farm ington, C onnecticut 06032. Telephone: 860-678-1018.

17TH  A R M O R E D  E N G IN E E R  B A T T A L IO N -see  2nd A rm ored 
Division.

17TH  A IR B O R N E  D IV ISIO N , O ctober 4-7 ,2007 , Ham pton, V irginia. 
C ontact: Edward J. Siergiej, PC  Box 4793, Dow ling Park, F lorida 
32064. Telephone: 386-658-1292. As th e  asso c iatio n  is d issolv ing, 
th is  w ill be th e ir  la s t re u n io n —try  to m ak e  it.

30T H  IN FA N T R Y  D IV IS IO N , Septem ber 19-23,2007, Raleigh, N orth 
Carolina. Contact: 30th INFO, LTC C liff  W ilkins, 1501 Lafayette 
A venue, Rocky M ount, N orth C arolina 27803.

35T H  IN F A N T R Y  D IV IS IO N , Septem ber 27-30, 2007, St. Louis, 
M issouri. Contact: 35th Division, PO Box 5004, Topeka, K ansas 
66605.

38T H  SIG N A L  B A T T A L IO N , Septem ber 27-30, 2007, Eatontown, 
N ew Jersey. Contact: Bill Foiles, 2208 Dunvegan Drive, Colum bia, 
South Carolina 29209-3012. Telephone: 803-776-1114.

44T H  IN FA N T R Y  D IV ISIO N , Septem ber 15-19, 2007, Springfield, 
Illinois. Contact: JohnE . Conrad, 11361 Taylor Pines Drive, M aryland 
Heights, M issouri 63043. Telephone: 314-739-8408.

75TH  IN FA N T R Y  D IV ISIO N , A ugust 29-Septem ber 1 ,2007, Kansas 
City, M isso u ri. Contact: Jim W arm outh, 6545 W est 11th Street, 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46214. (C orrection on state)

7 8 T H IN F A N T R Y D IV IS IO N ,S ep tem ber24-28 ,L ou isv ille , Kentucky. 
Contact: 78 INFD, 104 Oak Glen Road, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
15237.

84TH  IN FA N T R Y  D IV IS IO N , A ugust 24-26, 2007, Springfield, 
Illinois. Contact: Troy M allory. Telephone: 217-223-9062.

87T H  IN FA N T R Y  D IV ISIO N , O ctober 7-13, 2007, Carlisle, 
Pennsylvania. C ontact: 87 INFD, 400 H em lock Road, Flourtown, 
Pennsylvania 19031-2211.

90TH  IN FA N T R Y  D IV ISIO N , A ugust 9-12, 2007, Pittsburgh. 
Pennsylvania. C ontact: Jam es R. Reid, Sr. Telephone: 630-789-0204.

296T H  E N G IN E E R  C O M B A T  B A T T A L IO N , Septem ber 26-28, 
2007. Sturbridge, M assachusetts. Contact: Joseph C ivitillo , 9 Ireland 
Road, W ethersfield, C onnecticut 06109.

5 2 6 T H A R M O R E D IN F A N T R Y B A T T A L IO N ,A u g u st2 9 -S ep tem b er
2, 2007, Cody, W yom ing. C ontact: Sherrie M orrison, P.O. Box 456, 
Yolo, C alifornia 95697. Telephone: 530-662-8160.

740T H  T A N K  B A T T A L IO N , A ugust 30-Sep tem ber 2, 2007, D allas- 
Fort W orth, Texas. Contact: 740th T ank B attalion , PO B ox 202549, 
A rlington, Texas 76006.

i |
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U N I T E D  S T A T E S  O F  A M E R I C A  <939-1945 73 x  5 <  c m

A n is i:  N o rm a n  R o ckw ell
T h e  fa m ily  a n d  neighbours welcome a returned soldier. Poster taken  
from  a cover painting fo r  Saturday Evening Post

America must never forget the debt 
we owe the World War II 
generation.

P R E S ID E N T  W IL L IA M  J. C L IN T O N
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The Field ArtiUery 
Forward Observer

By M. J. "Mike"Levin 
7* Armored Div, 489^ AFA Bn, A Btry

In com bat, the  field  artillery has tw o  w ays to locate  
its  targe ts ; unobserv ed  fire , in w h ich  the  target cannot be seen  
an d  is id en tified  e ith e r by intelU gence that has been p rov ided  
o r by  f ir in g  at a  loca tion  found  on  the  m ap. F o r exam ple, you 
m igh t fire  a t an  im portan t crossroad . It is. in effect, firing  
b lind . T he second  way is to  have som eone  up  front w ho can 
ob se rv e  the  enem y a n d  h is activity  a n d  rad io  back  to  the 
b a tta h o n  fire  d irec tio n  cen ter (FD C ) bo th  h is exact location  
an d  the  location  an d  de ta ils  o f  th e  targe t he p roposes to  take 
u n d e r fire. T hat is the  jo b  o f  the  Forw ard  O bserver, (the 
“ F .O ” ).

U sin g  u n o b se r \ed  fire  you  m igh t n e \e r  know  how  
c lose  to  y o u r targe t y o u r ro im ds landed  o r w hat dam age you 
m ay have  cau sed  to  the enem y becau se  nobody w as looking. 
W ith  a  F orw ard  O b serv er you  have  som eone not only 
d irec tin g  the  fu-e. bu t ab le  to  report the results. T here  is a 
d o w n  side  to  the  F .O . jo b , ho w ev ei. in  o rder to  do  h is jo b  
e ffec tiv e ly  he h as to  be ou t front, usually  in  fron t o f  the  troops 
he  is supporting . T h e  casualty  ra te  am o n g  F .O .’s w as \e ry  
tiigh. Y ou h ad  to  try  to  m ake  y o u rse lf  a s  inx isib le  a s  possib le; 
h ide y o u r in sig n ia  an d  m ake sure w h a tev er eq u ipm en t you 
w ere  usinp, d id n ’t b e tray  w hat you  w ere doing.

In A rm ored  D iv isions. Uie F.O . w as norm ally  a I®* Lt. 
o r  a  2"" L t. H e w as p ro \ ided  a  je e p , a  sergeant, a  d river/rad io  
o p e ra to r and  a  tw o part d em oun tab le  rad io  (SC R  610). O ne 
part w as th e  radio  itself; the  second  part w as a  battery pack. 
T h e  battery pack  rech arg ed  itse lf w h en  m oun ted  in the  veh icle  
w ith  the  m o to r running. E ach  part w e ighed  be tw een  20 an d  30 
pounds. T h e  radio  o perated  on  frequency m o d u la tion  (FM ) 
an d  w as lim ited  (o “line o f  s ig h t” transm ission  B ecausc o f  th is  
tech n ica l lim ita tion , the  F.O . w as a lso  p rovided a relay 
veh ic le , (a  h a lf  track), w h ich  w as ab le  to  re lay  transm issions, 
w h en  the  territory b e tw een  the F.O . an d  llic F ire  D irection  
C en te r in te rfered  w ith  line  o f  sigh i com iiiu iucaiions.

T he F.O. w ou ld  no rm ally  “ad ju s t” fire, (that is. zero  
ill uii a  ta ig c l)  using  one o f  the  six  105m m  sclf-p ropelled  
ho w itze rs  in  h is battery O n ce  ad justed  o n  target, d epend ing  
o n  th e  size  an d  im portance  o f  the  target, the  S3, (w ho ran  the 
F ire  E hrection  C en ter) w ou ld  d e term ine  the n u m b er o f  
w eap o n s to  be used  o n  the targ e t w hen  the F .O  ca lled  “F ire  
For E ffect”

T h e  F ire D irectio n  C en ter is c ritica l to e ffective  
a rtille iy  b a tta lio n  o p era tio n s In  the  case  o f  unobserv ed  fire  the 
c en te r  m ust no t only reac t to  req u ests  fo r fire based  on 
in co m in g  targ e t m fo n n atio n ; they m ust a lso  m ain tain  
m eteo ro log ica l and  re la ted  in fo rm ation  such  as  am bien t 
tem pera tu re , w in d  speed  an d  d irec tio n  an d  even  tem pera tu re  
o f  th e  gunpow der. T hese  facto rs  a re  im portan t w hen  n o  one is 
observ in g  the target because  they  a ll a ffect the  trajectory and  
th ere fo re  the  accuracv o f  th e  fire. W hen a F o rw ard  Observ e r  is

cond u ctin g  the  artillery  fire  these factors a re  not im portant 
because  th e  F.O . w ill “ad just” the  fire until it is on  target.

D u rin g  com bat m ost o f  the artillery she lls  we 
received  w ere  equ ipped  w ith  ad justab le  fiises For exam ple, 
w e could  set th em  to detonate  on con tact (“Fuse Q u ick” ) o r to 
d e to n a te  a fte r penetrating  a  target ("F use D elay")

D uring  the B attle  o f  T he B ulge w e started  to  receive 
sh e lls  w ith  a  new ly developed  fuse  ihai d id  not lequ ire  any 
se ttin g  It w as called  a  'proxim ity  fuse” because it w ould 
au tom atica lly  d e tonate  the shell at the p roper d istance from  the 
targ e t W e called  it “p osit” . U nlike m ost military equipm ent, 
h ow ever, w h ich  usually  cam e w ith  de ta iled  instructions o r 
F ie ld  M anuals, they rushed  the proxim ity fuse in to  com bat 
w ith  no  instructions w hatsoever. W e understood only that the 
p osit apparen tly  con ta ined  a  sm all radar-like  transm itte r under 
its  p lastic  nose cone.

W e had  no problem  ad justing  fire  using  one how itzer 
shell a t a  tim e w idi posit fuses. B efore very  long, how ever, we 
sta rted  to h ear stories o f  shrapnel fa lling  on  friendly  forces. It 
took som e de tective  w ork  to figure out w liat w as happen ing  
O nce  the F.O . had  adjusted  fire the F ire  D irection  C enter 
w o u ld  d irec t fire for efT^ect, using  one battery (six  how itzers) 
o r, dep en d in g  on  the target, the en tire  b a ttahon  (eighteen 
how itzers). F o r m axim um  surprise, they w ou ld  usually  call for 
■'volley” fire; that is, all the guns w ould  fire  together. T here 
w as th e  problem ! T he shells w ould  se lf  detonate  i f  close to 
a n o th e r shell in  n igh t. T iie lix  w as very sim ple, instead  o f 
f ir in g  by volley , w e w ould  fire  by salvo  fire; that is.—gun # 1 -  
F ire , g un  #2  Fire, gun# 3 -F ire . etc. N o m ore sh rapnft on 
friend ly  troops

T h e  w rite r o f  these  notes w ould  ask  h is k ind  readers 
to  be easy  o n  him  i f  they find m istakes H is sixty tw o  year old 
m em ory ju s t  "a in 't"  w hat it used  to  be.

(Ediior A Note: Mike Lex'in received his commission at Ft Sill 
Oklahoma, Officer Candidate School (OCS), and was 
assigned as a Forward Observer to the Armored I'ield 
Artillery, A Battery o f  the Armored Division. Mike 
asked to prepared this article and is a member o f  the A ID DC 
Chapter o f  VBOB)

WEARING MILIT.ARY MEDALS
A rm y R egula tion  670-1 , "W ear and A ppearance o f  A rm y 
U niform  and Insign ia," a llow s re tired  so ld iers to "w ear all 
c a teg o rie s  o f  m edals (describ ed  in th is reg u la tion ) on appropria te  
c iv ilian  c lo th ing . T his includes c lo thes designed  for veterand 
and p a trio tic  o rg an iza tio n s on V eterans Day, M em orial Day and 
A rm ored  Forces D ay, as w ell as at form al occasions o f  cerem ony 
and soc ial fu nctions o f  a m ilitary ' nature. Personnel m ay w ear 
e ith e r fu ll-s ize  o r m in ia tu re  m edals. Personnel w ho w ear m edals 
on c iv ilian  c lo thes should  p lace  the m edals on the c lo th ing  in 
ap p ro x im ate ly  the sam e location  and in the sam e m anner as on 
the  A rm y un ifo rm , so they  look sim ilar tom edals w ork on the 
A rm y u n ifo rm ." Source: A rm y E choes Jan-A pr 2007. HQDA 
A P R E -H R P -R S O , A lexandria. V irg in ia  22332-0470 .□
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MEMBERS SPEAK OUT
E L M E R  M U L L IN S , 583R D  M O T O R  A M B U L A N C E  
C O M P A N Y , w ould  like to hear from  anyone w ho w as there  
w hen  th ey  crossed  into G erm any. W rite to  E lm er at: R.R. 2, 
Box 197H, C lin tw ood , V irg in ia  24228.

R ita  J a c q u e m in  is look ing  fo r tw o  A m erican  sold iers w ho w ere 
friends w ith  her p a ren ts—her m o th er w as a Red C ross nurse. 
The so ld iers are: L T  J O E L  W . S T E IN , 4 56T H  AA A  
B A T T A L IO N , B A T T E R Y  B (form erly  o f  B aldw in, N ew  York, 
and  L T  R A L P H  J . F O R S B E R T , 4 5 6 T H  AA A  B A T T A L IO N , 
B A T T E R Y  B (fo rm erly  o f  M adison, N ew  Jersey). If  you can 
p rov ide any in fo rm ation , w rite  to her at: 51, Rue du 131EM E 
Ri; F-54 .730  G orcy; France.

G u y  Ja c q u e m in  w o u ld  like to find in form ation  and a photo  o f  
P a th finder U nit R adar E quipm ent from  the 101 st A irborne 
D ivision  in B astogne. I f  you can help  him  w ith  inform ation on 
find ing  th is w rite  to  him  at: R, Rue D evant W achert; 6747 Saint 
L ager, B elgium .

M U R R A Y  L E F F , 3 5 T H  IN F A N T R Y  D IV IS IO N . 137T H  
IN F A N T R Y  R E G IM E N T , C O M P A N Y  E, announces 
p ub lica tion  o f  his book  Lens o f  an Infantryman. T he book 
con ta ins over 100 pho tographs taken  at the instant o f  the 
described  action  at the rifle  squad  level. T o inquire about 
ava ilab ility  w rite  o r call: M cFarland & C om pany , Inc., Box 611, 
Jefferson , N orth  C aro lin a  28640--Phone: 336-246-4460. 
M urray  suggests th a t w hen you are fin ished  w ith the book you 
g ive it to your local library  or pu rchase  a copy  fo r them .

C O Y  L E E  T A T E , 106T H  IN F A N T R Y  D IV IS IO N , 423R D  
IN F A N T R Y  R E G IM E N T , C O M P A N Y  F, w ho w as held 
cap tive  from  D ecem ber 19, 1944 to A pril 12, 1945, in B ranch 
C am p 4B , in L iksik , G erm any , w ould  like to  hear from  anyone 
w ho m ay have served  w ith him . His address is: HC 69, Box 
34, H ugo, O k lahom a 74743.

A Z IL  T . W A L L E N , 7 8 8 T H  A N T IA IR C R A F T  A R T IL L E R Y  
A U T O M A T IC  W E A P O N S  B A T T A L IO N , w ould  like to  know  
the w hereabouts o f  the fo llow ing  or th e ir fam ilies: A M B R O S E  
R IC H A R D S  (Port A rthur, T exas), E A R L  F IS H E R  (Fort D odge, 
Iowa), and H Y M A N  H IN D L E  (N ew  Y ork C ity). I f  you can 
he lp  w rite  to Azil at: 103 G reenbriar, R ipley , W est V irg in ia  
25271.

M U R R A Y  E D E L S T E IN , 442N D  M E D IC A L  C O L L E C T IN G  
C O M P A N Y , w ould  like to  find  a listing  o f  all individual units 
involved in the A rdennes. I f  you know , drop  him  a note at: 
4398 Fountains D rive, Lake W orth, F lorida  33467. [ I f you  
know where there is a complete listing. I ’d  like to know, too.]

A sso c ia te  M e m b e r G a r y  J . S p r in g s tu b b  is in te resting  rece iv ing  
any inform ation  av a ilab le  reg ard ing  personal o r unit for S G T . 
W IL B E R T  S P R IN G S T U B B , I9 3 R D  G L ID E R  IN F A N T R Y  
R E G IM E N T , 17T H  A IR B O R N E  D IV IS IO N . Sgt Springstubb  
w as w ounded on January  8th o r 9th. W rite  to  G ary  at: 2880 
Sylvan C ourt, O ceanside , N ew  Y ork 11572.

C arol H. A lbritton  w ould  like to  rece iv e  in fo rm ation  reg ard ing  
W IL L IA M  " B I L L "  M IL L E R ,2 8 T H  IN F A N T R Y  D IV IS IO N .
B ill’s hom etow n  w as L afayette , Indiana. He w as sta tio n ed  at 
C am p G ordon Johnston , F lo rida, in 1943. W rite  to  C arol at: 
236 South  L ipona  R oad, T allah assee , F lo rida  32310.

E D W A R D  E C H M A L IA N , 5 5 7 T H  O R D N A N C E  H E A V Y  
M A IN T E N A N C E  C O M P A N Y  (T A N K ), served  in E upen, 
B elgium  at the bolt factory . He w ou ld  like fu rth er in form ation  
on the sto ry  by Jam es S. B eresford  re: C h erbourg , France. 
(A ugust, 2006 , page 5) If  you can h e lp  w rite  to him  at: 9634 
G ain fo rd  S treet, D ow ney, C a lifo rn ia  90240-3516 .

E D W A R D  S U M M E Y , 77 3 R D  F IE L D  A R T IL L E R Y  
B A T T A L IO N , H E A D Q U A R T E R S  B A T T E R Y , is try in g  to  
locate a Sergean t from  N ew  Y ork w hom  he m et in N o v em b er o f  
1945 at C am p P h ilade lph ia . T he se rg ean t w as go in g  to  m arry  a 
nurse w hen he re tu rn ed  hom e. T he tw o  o f  them  w ere  in a ten t 
w ith  fou r rangers w ho  p layed  cards all day , every  day. Y ou can 
co n tac t Ed at: 20 S unset C irc le , C a rte rsv ille , G eorg ia  30120.

A sso c ia te  M e m b e r  H a n s  J .  W ije rs  an n o u n ces he has fin ished  
his fourth b o o k -" T h e  B attle  o f  the B u lg e—Seize  the B ridges." 
Its the last one on the  N o rth  S h o u ld er and  g iv es c red it to  all 
un its w ho fought at the  N orth  S h o u ld er d u rin g  the  o p en in g  hours 
o f  the  B attle  o f  the  B ulge. P lease c o n tac t H ans fo r o rd e rin g  
in form ation  at: Z e g e rijs tra a t2 7 , N L -6971 ZN  B R U M M E N ; T he 
N e therlands , e-m ail: w ije rs@ p la n e t.n l.

P a u l C . M o o d y  w rites  to  see if  a nyone  can  prov ide  in fo rm ation  
regard ing  his b ro ther, C P L  J A M E S  L. M O O D Y , from  L inton, 
Indiana. He w as fo llo w in g  P a tto n ’s tan k s th ro u g h  L u xem bourg  
on F ebruary  15, 1945 w hen  he stp p ed  on a land m in e  and 
m essed  up his foot. T he m ed ics patch im  him  up and sen t him  
back  to  th 4 I4 T H  A A A  A U T O M A T IC  G U N  B A T T A L IO N . 
If  you can p ro v ide  m ore in fo rm ation , w rite  to  Paul at: 4101 
A m herst L ane, R ale igh , N orth  C a ro lin a  27609 .

MALMEDY MASSACRE MUSEUM 
TO BE DEDICATED
T he n ew sle tte r o f  the  30th  In fan try  D iv ision  ad v ises  us that there  
w ill be a d ed icatio n  o f  a new  m useum  a t the  site  o f  the M alm edy  
M assacre  at B augnez , in B elg ium  on 17 D ecem b er 2007. 
F u rther in fo rm ation  can be found  on the  w eb  at: 

http://vvww.tours-intemational.co.uk/Tours/Malmedy+Massacre+Tours.

GERMAN GENERALS
[The following was excerpted from  the newsletter o f  
GOLDEN G ATE CHAPTER, dated June, 1997]

T here  w ere  ap p ro x im ate ly  2 ,5 0 0  g en era ls  in the  G erm an  m ilita ry , 
786 o f  w hom  d ied  in W W  H. O f  these:

253 w ere  k illed  in actio n  
44  d ied  o f  w ou n d s 
81 co m m itte d  su ic id e  
23 w ere  ex ec u te d  by  H itle r 
41 w ere  ex ec u te d  by  the  A llies 
326  d ied  o f  o th e r causes.

(Puptent Facts fVW II)
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PFC JOSEPH G. FARINA
526TH ARfVlORFD INFANTRY BATTALION 

COMPANY B

[The following article appeared in the July, 2007, issue o f  
The Pekan Newsletter and was submitted to the Pekan hy 
Michael Perry, son o f  Sgt. Manuel Perry, o f  Company C, 
and was written by Jerome Sheridan.)

[E xcerp ts] Pfc Joseph  Farina  w as born 28 O c to b er 1924 to 
Ita lian  im m ig ran t paren ts. He lived  w ith  his paren ts and sister.
M ary , in H ig h w o o d , l llm o is .......H e jo in e d  the arm y  on 15 June
1943. Joe  Farina  w as assig n ed  to  the  526th  A rm ored  Infantry  
B a tta lio n  (A IB ).

...A m o n g  the  a rm y ’s v a rious A IB ’s, the  526th  w as a specia l 
unit. W hen  Joe F arina  jo in e d  the 526th  A IB , it w as tra in in g  at 
C am p  B ouse in the A rizo n a  d esert w ith  a new  secre t w eapon 
ca lled  the  C anal D efense  L igh t (C D L ). The C D L s w ere  
p ow erfu l ligh ts th a t the b a tta lio n  w o u ld  use to b lind  and d iso rien t 
an en em y  w h ile  in fan try  and a rm o r a ttacked . T he m en o f  the 
526 th  A IB  w ere  sw orn to  sec recy  abou t the  C D L s. T h ey  could  
o n ly  lak e  leave  in g roups, and  they  faced  the  p en alty  o f  
ex ecu tio n  for treaso n  i f  th ey  rev ea led  its ex is tence . (C D L s w ere 
d ec lass ified  in 1958.)

So, in O c to b er o f  1944, the  526th  A IB w as sen t to B elg ium  for 
re tra in in g  as a c o u n te r in te llig en ce  task  force. (T he ba tta lio n  left 
th e ir  C D L s b eh in d  and n ev er d id  use them  in ba ttle .)  F rom  30 
O c to b er to  17 D ecem b er. 1944 Joe F a rin a ’s C o m p an y  B, w as 
q u a rte red  in th e  v ic in ity  o f  C o m b la in -la -T o u r in B elg ium  for th is 
re tra in in g  as a c o u n te r in te llig en ce  task  force. Farina  w as 
a ssig n ed  re sid en ce  in the hom e o f  Joseph  and M adelem e 
P acch io tti. T lic P acch io ttis  had tw o  ch ild ren , a son, L ouis, and 
a d a u g h te r Jean n m n e  [sic], and  th ey  live on the  rue du V icinal 
in the  v illag e  o f  C o m b la in -F a iro n . T h eir son, L ouis, had  been 
a c tiv e  in the  B e lg ian  R esistance. H ow ever, the N azis  cap tu red , 
to rtu red , and  ex ec u te d  L ouis on 9 S ep tem b er 1944, a little  over 
six  w eek s  b e fo re  Joe F arina  en te red  th e  P acch io tti hom e Joe 
P acch io tti w as o f  Italian  o rig in , as w as Joe Farina. T h ey  both 
sp oke  Ita lian  and  both  w ere  C a th o lic . M oreover, Farina  w as 
ab o u t the  sam e ag e  as P a c ch io tti’s lost son. A natu ra l bond  grew  
b e tw een  Joe Va rin a  and  Joe P accliiu iii. T hey  b ecam e so a ttach ed  
to  each  o th e r th a t the  P acch io tti fam ily  co n sid ered  Joe as th e ir 
son , and  Joe c o n sid e red  the P a c ch io tti’s to be his second  fam ily .

O n 16 D ecem b er, the  N azis  lau n ch ed  the  B attle  o f  the  B ulge. 
O n 17 D ecem b er, w ith  th ree  h o u rs ’ no tice , Jo e ’s C o m p an y  B 
w as o rd ered  to  leave  C o m b la in  to  face  the  onslaugh t. It w as a 
v ery  co ld  and  d a rk  n ig h t, and  the  trav e lin g  w as slow  because  the 
h a lf- track  d riv e rs  had  to use th e ir  slit lights to  avo id  d e tec tio n  by 
the  enem y. C o m p an y  B w as first sent to  L aR eid . and  th en  to  
M alm ed y . A s th ey  arriv ed  in M alm edy , church  b e lls  w e lco m ed  
them  w ith  the  tu n e  o f  "Y ankee  D oodle  D andy ." H ow ever, there 
w as no tim e  fo r c e leb ra tio n . C o m p an y  B w as im m ed ia te ly  split 
up  in to  team s th a t w ere  sen t to  b lo ck  all roads lead ing  to 
M alm ed y . O ne  o f  these  team s m an n ed  a ro ad b lo ck  on the road 
lead in g  to  T ro is  P onts th a t en co u n te red  the  sp earh ead  o f  Joach im  
P e ip e r’s 1 SS P anzerco rp s. Instead  o f  losing  tim e in an assau lt. 
P e ip er ch o se  to  b ypass the  p o sition  using  side  streets, but the 
526 th  A IB ’s g u n s co n tin u ed  to  h a rass P e ip er un til the panzers 
w ere  ou t o f  sigh t. (A t S tav e lo t. P e iper en co u n tered  the  526th  
a i r ’s C omnanv A whirh  hlpw a fn^! dum^ thst r.ssdsd.

T his action  w as later in accura te ly  im m ortalized  in the m ovie 
"Tlie B attle  o f  the B u lge”). A lthough  P e ip e r 's  panzers ground 
to  a halt, b itte r figh ting  con tinued  for the next several days, 
under m iserab le  w in ter conditions. The 526th A IB  rem ained 
locked  in com bat, su rv iv ing  on co ld  "C" R ations and little  sleep. 
A 526th A IB  veteran , W illard  Ingraham , described  how  they 
spen t C hristm as Day 1944:

"We heard via the grapevine that we were finally going 
to get a hot meal. It v.'as a turkey dinner to he cxact.... !t 
was both elation and disappointment when they plopped 
that black boned piece o f turkey on my plate. I was raised 
on a farm  and knew good meat from  had. That turkey was 
so locker burned that no good cook would have it in the 
kitchen but we had been on the ‘C ' diet so long that any 
cooked fo o d  tasted better than that.... All o f the 526 AIB 
that ate that turkey got dysentery so bad that they had to 
pull us o ff the defense line back somewhere to recover for 
a few  days.... Can you imagine having that kind o f u 
problem while on the front lines in a foxhole?"

But the re lie f  from  co m bat did not last long. On 3 January
1945, Joe F arin a ’s co m pany  w as at H edom ont (n ear M alm edy), 
and  they  w ere ordered  to  cap tu re  H ouyire Hill. It w as a b itter 
co ld  day w ith  light snow , and the G erm an positions w ere well 
p repared  to m eet the  assault. H eavy G erm an artiller>' and 
m ach ine  gun fire ra ined  dow n on C om pany  B as th ey  attacked 
up the hill. C om pany  B suffered  65 casualties in the battle for 
H ouyire H ill. One o f  these  casualties w as Joe Farina, w ho was 
k illed  in action  by a gunshot to  the head. A fte r his rem ains were 
recovered . Joe Fnrinn v.ns buried  at the ' !cnri-C hape'!e .A m ericai! 
C em etery  on 25 February  1945.

B efore he left for the B attle  o f  the B ulge, Joe Farina left 
in structions that, if  he w ere k illed , his rem ains w ere to  be laid to 
rest in the Pacch io tti fa m ily ’s p lo t in C om bla in -la -T our. In
1946, the Farina fam ily  sought to honor Jo e ’s request but the 
U.S. A rm y opposed the idea. In the spring  o f  1947, Farina’s 
m other, Ju lia , and sister, M ary, cam e to  B elgium  to visit the 
P acch io tti fam ily . T he Pacch io ttis and the Farinas quickly 
becam e very  closc friends. A i a result o f  ll1i^ visit, ilte FHrinH 
fam ily  again  p e titioned  the A m erican  G overnm en t to m ove Jo e 's  
rem ains to  the Pacch io tti fam ily  p lot, and the  Farina fam ily 
conv in ced  the A m erican  Legion to support the request. As M ary 
w ro te  to  the  A rm y, "Y ou can n o t realize  how  im portan t it is to 
m y paren ts to  know  m y bro ther is in his final resting  p lace near 
his friends." A bout a y ea r later, the U.S. A rm y gran ted  the 
Farina  fa m ily 's  request. Joe s rem ains w ere finally  laid to  rest 
in the Pacch io tti fam ily  p lo t at C o m b la in -la -T o u r on 5 A ugust 
1948. The Farina and P acch io tti fam ilies con tinued  to 
co rrespond  w ith  each  o th er until the I9 6 0 's . and M adeleine 
P acch io tti a lw ays felt that she had lost tw o sons in the war. At 
he r request, w hen she d ied  she w as buried  w ith tw o  special 
item s: the gun that her son. I,ouis. carried  w hen figh ting  the 
N azis , and an A m erican  flag  fo r her A m erican  son. Joe.
S o u rces  f o r  Jerom e Sheridan  s  story:

•ID P F  o f  Pfc. Jo seph  G. Farina.
•P ersona l interview with D an ie l D eFays. g ra n d so n  o f  Jo seph  a n d  M adeleine  

Pacchiotti.
'In fo rm a tio n  p ro v id e d  to H enri-C hapelle  C em etery  hy Mrs. M arguerite  

Pirotton. who was a  yo u n g  teacher  a t the C om bla in -la -Tour sch o o l in 1944 
(The fu n e ra l d irec to r  w ho a rra n g e d  fo r  the transfer o f  the b ody  was C lem ent 
Piro tton  (possib ly rela ted .)

•  H illa rd  Ingraham , fr o m  "Farm  B oy to S o ld ier"  (G ilberi. . I '/: B izy Enterpri.ies. 
Inc.. 2004).

•  Various h istories o f  the Battle o f  the Bulge.
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THE GAS DUMPS 
AT STAVELOT

Submitted by Vic Neiland 
30th Infantr\ Division 

117th Infantrv' Regiment 
2nd Battalion 
Company F

I was in the 2nd Baltalion, 117th and we were protecting the 
flank o f  the 1st Battalion who were in Stavehit.

On the 20th o f  December. 1944, /  was part o f  a four man 
patrol to Stavelot (first one). The Germans were between us and 
Stave I at.

We started out at 3:00 a.m. on the 20th and reached the first 
battalion. We could hear Germans on both sides as we went in 
diamond formation.

Coming back we found  a man who said he was an American. 
He said he was an engineer. But he had no helmet or arms or 
belt. He had on an ()D uniform and was dirty and smelled o f  
gasoline. We took him back but he was hard to understand— 
mumbled. Worst o f  all he kept on stumbling and making noi.se. 
We got back and gave him to the road block guard. We never 

found  out who he was. nor was I interested at the time.

V ic a t ta c h e d  th e  fo llo w in g :

T h e  R e st o f  th e  S to ry :
A C a m e o  o f  H is to ry  fro m  

th e  B a ttle  o f  th e  B ulge 
By H a n k  S ta ir s  

3 0 th  In f a n t r y  D iv ision  
117th  I n fa n try  R e g im e n t 

1st B a tta lio n  
H e a d q u a r te r s

T he site  is the v ic in ity  o f  S tavelo t. B elg ium , in m id D ecem ber. 
1944. T he B attle  o f  the B ulge w as been underw ay  for tw o days 
as Jochen  P eiper and his SS arm o red  tan k /in fan try  task force 
c rossed  the  A m b le iv e  R iver and en te red  the T ow n o f  Stavelo t. 
Up the h ill to  the north  on a narrow  road w as an enorm ous 
g aso lin e  dum p co n sis tin g  o f  five-ga llon  "Jerry" cans stacked  
th ree  h igh , th ree  m ete rs  w ide , and ap p ro x im ate ly  20 m eters long 
(2 ,500  can s pe r stack ). T he U .S. A rm y had evacu ated  the tow n 
and  the o n ly  tro o p s be tw een  th is  " trea su re” and  the G erm ans w as 
a squad  sized  d e ta il o f  the 5th B elg ian  Fusiliers. T hey  could  
h ear the  c la tte r  o f  a rm o r and  the  shou ts o f  in fan try  as the SS 
m an eu v ered  in to  the tow n. An a ttem p t by the G erm ans to gain 
the  p rize  o f  G as D um p #3 seem ed  em inen t. T he o rd er to fire the 
d u m p  w as g iven  by the 5th B elg ians. O ne o f  the Fusiliers tired  
h is au to m atic  rifle  in to  the first stack  but the  trace r fa iled  to 
ign ite  the  gas. T h ey  then  used  th e ir b ayonets to  punctu re  the 
can s and  sp read  the  g aso lin e  to  the  next stack . T he w as then 
s ta rted  w ith  a m atch . It w as a very  hot Sunday  afte rnoon .

P rio r to  the ign ition  o f  the  G as D um p, m uch o f  P e ip e r’s 
G erm an  co lu m n  o f  tan k s and  in fan try  en te red  the tow n and 
co n tin u ed  the w estern  a ttack  to w ard  La G leize. T hey  n ever 
a ttem p ted  to  tak e  th e  n o rthern  road  ou t o f  S tavelo t.

(N ote: T his rev iew  o f  the b u rn in g  g aso lin e  dum p is a far cry

frotn the action  d ep ic ted  in the m ov ie , "T he B attle  o f  the B ulge." 
T here  w ere  no barre ls o f  gas to  roll dow n the h ill at the 
a ttack in g  G erm ans. H ank S ta irs used  the 30th  D ivision  h isto ry  
and a handw ritten  report from  the  5th B elg ian  F usiliers to  
research  th is acco u n t.)

I w as L ieu tenan t C olonel R obert E. F ranklin  w hen  th e  1st 
B atta lion , 1 17th In fan try  d e tru ck ed  at the top  o f  h ill lead in g  into 
S tavelo t. R em nants, as I reca ll, pe rh ap s 30 m en  from  the  526 
A rm ored  Infantry  B atta lion , w ere  at ro adside  w hen  they  arrived . 
W ith a ritle  co m p an y  on e ith e r side o f  the  road, w e a ttack ed  
dow n the hill. T he reserve  and H eavy  W eapons com p an y , a long  
w ith ba tta lion  h ead q u arte rs  w a lk ed  the  narrow  road p assing  
thousands o f  burned , b lo a ted  gas cans. G as D um p #3 w as still 
hot and sm o ld erin g  on Sunday . D ecem b er 18. 1944.

Fast forw ard , ou r ba tta lio n  cap tu red  the  tow n and  co n tro lled  the 
S tavelo t bridge, thus cu ttin g  o f f  P e ip e r 's  supp ly  line. T he B attle  
o f  the B ulge con tinued .

The picture above o f  Gas Dump # i  uyw drawn by Hank 
Stairs and shows the gas cans neatly stacked prior to the 
fire.

The picture above is what was left o f  the gas cans on 
December I 1944.

“How old would you be i f  you 
didn V know how old you was” 

-S a tch e l Paige
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GERMAN PROPAGANDA 
IN THE BL'LGE

[The follow ing article appeared in the April 2007 issue o f  
The Flash—the newsletter o f  the 78th Infantry Division. ]

D ear B ill [This is Bill Parsons who has served as editor o f the 
78th’s newsletter for many, many years.]'.

I he a ttach ed  d o cu m en t w as found for sale on E bay  ( S I 07.00), 
but th e re  have not been any  bids on it as yet. I w as w ondering  
i f  anyone  reca lls  a c tu a lly  see in g  th is leafle t du ring  the w ar o r has 
been m en tio n ed  in any  F lash a rtic les. M y fa ther n ever spoke 
ab o u t p ro p a g an d a  leafle ts but he did m en tion  rad io  broadcasts. 
T h o u g h t I 'd  send  a copy  fo r y o u r in fo rm ation . Sorry  about the 
q u a lity . B elow  is the  tex t a sso c ia ted  w ith  the  E bay listing.

Jim  C ooper 
-Associate M em ber

T he p ic tu re  and  in fo rm atio n  follow s:

itP riiiiw r -  mtf. w a
'.tit «

-ifc

m»m ‘JOrH t  b g  # •«
1 ir»)h iutt t«> ki Im  <tl

t e t  Jtsitt} Sjsss’5

i ym  mmem m liwi «««

fytt tank « WMp tmmm iifkm  INjf flW*
• p i  jw i?

fim  l a d  iO t i t r t  «t>> H r  

' takr^ Hmt wk9»s
m m M o r n i t tm  -  fm'im — aM  M •  «My

»  * 0 U C O
’  w i > a o n i m v O M n w » « i m n w n ) o

t ;

MM JB

[Space limitations dictated that we reduce the size o f  the 
document: therefore, we provide you with the wording as nearly 
n't we rnn n>nil if-

M EN  OF THE 78TH D IV ISIO M

(JCTOBER IN THE STATES
NOVEMBER IN FRANCE
DECEMBER A T  THE FRONT
AND UP TO NO W -2400 MEN IN THE CEMETERY. ..

Nice going kids, isn 't it.
Now hoys—just stop fo r  a moment

In September - they cried: THE V/AR IS WON!
In October - they said: PROBABLY CHRISTMAS 
In November - they predicted: EARLY SUMMER PERHAPS... 

AND NO W ’
Well - now JERRY suddenly starts a big blow—and you poor 

devils just happen to be in fo r  it!
Tough luck - pretty tough luck indeed....

Men, you wonder how all that was possible?
Heme a look at your Commanders—do you honestly believe that 

they ever took a map reading course before they came over here 
to lead you?

Boy oh boy - and with those guys you had to start on the Road 
to Berlin.

Boys, y o u ’ve taken the wrong direction -
Instead o f  going East - you re going west - and at a very 

speedy rate.
THE ADVENTURE IS SPOILED.

AND MOST LIKELY CHRISTMAS IN BERLIN TOO
But there’s still an important question you must decide 

yourself.
WILL YOU GET A CROSS 
O R-W ILL YOU COME ACROSS?/

T his leafle t w as d ep loyed  by shell a rtille ry  o ver A m erican  
troops du ring  the  B attle  o f  the  B ulge (da te  u nknow n)

(L eafle t size  14.6cm  x 21cm )
L eafle t h ead ings are: M EN  O F T H E  78TH  D IV ISIO N
L eafle t condition : T his leafle t w as found  still inside the 

a rtille ry  shell it w as fired  from , it has a g rea t deal o f  w ater 
dam age, very  d isco lo red , large p aper n icks top  edge d iiJ right 
hand side edge, but no tex t m issing , still read ab le  and  very rare.

T his leafle t w as d ep loyed  o v er A m erican  tro o p s d u ring  the 
B attle  o f  the  B ulge notes: In early  1944, the  G erm an  
G o v ernm en t d ecided  to reo rg an ize  its o rg an iza tio n  for 
p rop ag an d a  to  the enem y. T he W eh rm ach tp ro p ag an d aab te ilu n g  
(M ilita ry  P ropaganda  S ec tio n ) w as d isso lv ed  and the (SS- 
S tan d an e  " k u r t  E ggers") rep laced  it. Ih e  SS w as considered  
m ore loyal and tru stw o rth y , and its p ro p ag an d a  w o u ld  be m ore 
in line w ith  N azi po licy . Few  reco rds o f  th is (K urt E ggers) 
o rgan iza tio n  have su rv ived  the w ar fo r the  study  by h isto rians 
and co llecto rs. A lthough  G erm an y  w as c learly  in d ecline , the 
leafle ts show  a sp irit o f  v ita lity  and in g en u ity  h ard ly  seen  until 
the  p resen t day. T hese  leafle ts are b e tte r  know n as ("S korp ion - 
w est"). The D issem m ation  w as by (R o ck e t "Pr. Gs. 41" and by 
A rtille ry  Shell), both b e ing  sp ec ia lly  d esig n ed  for the purpose. 
B ecause o f  the A llied  a ir  su p erio rity  a irp lan e  d ispersion  w as 
se ldom  used. R ocket and a rtille ry  range w as re la tiv e ly  sm all so 
leafle t d issem in a tio n  took  p lace  in the fron t line only. T his is 
reason  w hy these  SS leafle ts are so se ldom  seen. T h is in fo rm a­
tion  w as o b ta ined  from  (D r. K laus K irchner). his kn o w led g e  o f  
all the  W ar leafle ts is sim p ly  end less , and he has put th is 
in fo rm ation  dow n in g rea t de ta il in all h is p u b lish ed  w o rk s .a
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GEN HASSA VAN MANTEUFFEL 
5TH PANZER ARMY 

COMMANDER

Defense of St. Vith Area 
and Impact on German Offensive 

Submitted by Ray Brassard 
774th Tank Destroyer Battalion

[This is a speech prepared by a general fo r  presentation to 
a group o f  form er 106 'ers at the 23rd Annual Reunion o f  
the 106th Infantry Division at St. Vith, Belgium, July 1969.
He did not appear at the reunion, but his speech made its 
wqv to the 106th Infantry Division History archives.]

W hereas B astogne  had an ho n o rab le  p lace  in A m erican  m ilita ry  
h isto ry , St. V ith  is h a rd ly  m en tio n ed . T he hero ic  defense  in the 
St. V ith  a rea  has su ffered  d ep rec ia tio n  and a strange  den igra tion  
at the hand  o f  the  p o p u la r m ed ia . T he B attle  o f  the  B ulge w as 
not fo ugh t O N L Y  or so le ly  in B astogne  or by the  adm irab le  
co m in g  into action  o f  P a tto n ’s T h ird  A rm y. A round  St. Vith 
w ere  all e lem en ts  o f  trag ed y , o r hero ism , and  se lf-sac rifice  w hich 
m ake  up  the hum an  ex p erien ce  at its m ost acu te  phase , w hen it 
is u n d e r the  stra in  and  stress o f  W ar!

T he ac tio n s a ro u n d  St. V ith  ex erted  a g rea t in fluence  on the 
resu lt o f  the  G erm an  in ten tions. A w hole  arm y  corps w as 
d e lay ed  by  y o u r de fen se  a round  St. V ith , in sp ite  o f  the  ill-fa ted  
e lem en ts  o f  y o u r d iv is ion  in the  S ch n ee-E ife l, you he ld  up the 
G erm an  66 th  A rm y  C orps five days longer than th e ir  tim e-tab le  
a llow ed . Y ou fo rced  the  d e to u r o f  a ttack in g  forces so m uch 
m ore as the  righ t n e ighbor, the  6th P anzer A rm y, had no success 
o f  the  a ttack .

T he 6th P an zer A rm y ’s a ttack  to  the  north  w as bogged  dow n 
in the  first few  days o f  the  o ffen siv e  by the  brave so ld iers o f  the 
106th In fan try  D iv ision  th a t w ere  left.

U n der those  c ircu m stan ces  the  energ y  and  m om entum  o f  the 
a tta ck  in th is a rea  w as d im in ish ed  decisively!

In th is  re spec t, the  actio n s a ro u n d  St. V ith  are in m y opin ion  
and  from  the  G erm an  s id e —eq u iv a len t to  the defense  o f  
B astogne!

T he fact th a t th is  a rea  a round  St. V ith  w as ob stin a te ly  and 
su ccessfu lly  d e fended , the  resu lt, as d em o n stra ted  by the ga llan t 
m en o f  the  106th In fan try  D iv ision  and the C C B  7th A rm ored.

T he a ttack  o f  the  G erm an s on both  sides o f  the Schnee-E ife l 
o u tflan k ed  these  units , p arts o f  th is  "green d iv ision" (that m eans 
in ex p erien ced  so ld ie rs  w ith o u t co m b a t ex p erien ce), that "rest- 
cam p" as the  d ep artin g  v e te ran s qu ipped .

T he u n its w ere  encirc led ! W hile  th ey  m arched  and  fought 
th rough  that te rrib le  te rra in , in w in te r tim e , fire  cam e from  the 
left and  fire cam e  from  the  righ t, and from  the  rear also. T hese  
un its su ffe red  h eav ily . Further, th ey  did not know  w hat w as 
h ap p en in g  on th e ir  flan k s and in the rear, the sou rces o f  
co m m u n ica tio n  w ith  the rea r  w as destroyed .

T he cav a lry  on th e ir flan k  m ad e  no a ttem p t to  put up a fight 
and  drew  back . T he v is itin g  pa tro ls  w ere  sho t o r cap tured . T he 
am m u n itio n  w as gone  w ith  ex cep t fo r a few  rounds per gun for 
th e ir m ach in e  guns. N o h e lp  o r a ssis tan ce  cam e by the  artille ry .

no supp lies cam e in. M ost o f  the m en  had not had a drop  o f  
w a ter or a b ite  o f  food. T hese  units w ere  o v erw h elm ed , in a real 
sense o f  a w o rd -b y  pow erfu l G erm an  forces, su p erio r in 
num bers and a rm s -w ith  g reat in ten sity —the  G erm an s fired  into 
th e ir m assed  ranks w ith  every  cannon  th ey  had. It w as a rain  o f  
steel, no tank  d estro y ers w ere  av a ilab le , there  w as co n fusion  and 
tem p o rary  pan ic  spread  out. Ail o f  that w ith  the  b lood , dirt, 
cruel w eather, deep  snow  w ith  fog, co ld  and  confused  w as w hat 
happened  in those  days in S ch n ee-E ife l.

T hey  did not w eaken , they  broke in to  sm all g roups, they 
form ed im prov ised  p e rim ete r d e fenses, even  though  th ey  did not 
know  w hat w as hap p en in g  on th e ir flanks and  in the rear th e ir 
un b reak ab le  w ill to  figh t, thus in d estru c tib le  "esprit de corps." 
T hese  su rv iv ing  e lem en ts  o f  the 106th In fan try  D ivision  jo in e d  
by the very  b rave m en o f  the  C C B , fell back  to the  crossroad  
east o f  St. V ith and stayed  and  fought un til they  w ere  k illed , 
w ounded  o r cap tu red .d

NATIONAL POW-MIA 
MEMORIAL

Riverside National Cemetery' 
22495 Van Buren Blvd. 

Riverside, California 92518 
Dedicated in 2005

[The following is excerpted from  a dedication address by 
Kerry McLaughlin (Gold Star Son). Kerry was born three 
days before the Battle o f  the Bulge began. After many 
years o f  wondering what happened to his father, he was 
about to learn that his fa ther was mortally wounded 
through conversations with Leo "Marty" Schlecker, 17th 
Airborne Division, 5 13th Parachute Infantry Regiment, 
Company D. Marty had been a good friend  to Howard 
Myles McLaughlin, Kerry’ ’s father.]

M y airbo rne  friend  asked  m e one day;
‘W hat does it m ean  to  n ev er have m et y o u r fa ther?
‘N ot to know  w hat b ecam e o f  y o u r fa ther?
‘T o be the  son o f  an M IA  so ld ier fo r y o u r en tire  life?
‘T o not have the  peace  o f  m ind  to  know  th a t y o u r fa th e r is 

buried  w ith  the  d ig n ity  and resp ec t o f  o thers. U n der th e  w hite  
m arb le  c rosses, on the  g reen  m an icu red  law ns o f  w e ll-k ep t 
c em e te rie s? ’

There  is no cem ete ry  to  v isit; no g rav e-site  to  p lace  flow ers 
upon.

I often  felt a lone  in m y search  for in fo rm atio n  abou t m y father. 
B ut acco rd in g  to  the  A m erican  B attle  M o n u m en t C o m m iss io n , 
there  are 78 ,976  M IA  from  W W II a lone , not to  m en tio n  2 ,504  
M IA from  V ie tnam , and  8 ,196  from  K orea. T here  are  at least 
that m any  m o th ers, d augh ters, fa thers, sons and  o th e r re la tiv e s 
seek in g  c losu re  and  a focal po in t fo r th e ir  sense  o f  loss

(B ut,) now  at least, there  is a m em orial th a t we can  all treasu re , 
that w e can to u ch , that w e can  feel, th a t w e can see, so w e can 
let people  know  that these  m issing  m en ex isted .

A nd now , for m e, I have m ore th an  a fad in g  pho to g rap h . A nd 
there  are now  tw o  m en I can call "D ad ."a
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FRANK WALSH 
GOES TO WASHINGTON

On June 21st, Frank W alsh. 705th Tank Destroyer Bn 
and ardent Veteran o f  the Battle o f  the Bulge supp>orter, 
returned to  W ashington with his son Jerr> W alsh. Frank could 
be countcd on to be at all VBOB attairs & reunions and the 
reenactm ent, until his stroke curtailed his driving.

He had missed the World W ar II Memorial 
Dedication and the new VBOB .Memorial event in .Arlington 
Cemetery. He wanted to see these and all o f  the War 
M em orials in W ashington and his son .lerry, drove him to 
W ashington, to do ju s t that. Frank had also contacted his 'o le  
travelling buddy, John Bowen. VBOB Secretary, who lives in 
Silver Spring and asked him for a five dollar tour o f 
W ashington.

John & his w ife Mary Ann with Frank & his son 
Jerrv started out first with a drive through Arlington Cemetery 
to  visit f i r s t  the VBOB M em orials, follow ed by a visit to the 
I'omb o f  the Unknowns and the Changing o f  the Guard. Next 
stop was the WWII M emorial followed by the Vietnam 
M emorial and the Korean W ar Memorial.

At both the WWII M emorial and the Vietnam 
M em orial. Frank with his affable personality, was greeted by 
boys and girls o f  the present generation. He particularly 
dazzled a high school group from just outside o f  San Diego, 
C alifornia all o f  whom wanted to shake his hand. Some 
plclujcs o f  hii> day arc bclyw.

J o h n  B o w en  
F r a n k  W a lsh  
a t  R e tle c tin g  
Pool

J e r r y  W a lsh  a n d  F r a n k  W a lsh  
7 05 '"  T D  R N  - V B O B  M e m o ria l

F r a n k  W a lsh  d a zz le s  s tu d e n ts  o f  
A r e r  H ig h  S ch o o l, S a n  D iego , C A
(Photos by Jerry Walsh, 6/21/07)

VETERANS OF THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE, INC. ANNUAL REUNION

LINCOLNSHIRE MARRIOTT RESORT
LINCOLNSHIRE, IL 

SEPTEMBER 25 -30, 2007
Be There!
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Battle of the Bulge Casualties At Sea 
Not AH American Casualties Were 

in Belgium and Luxembourg
By Demetri Paris 

14'̂  Tk Bn 9̂  ̂Armd Div 
There w ere m ore than  600,000 A m erican 

forccs in the  B attle  o f  the  Bulge. A m erican forces 
suffered 81 ,000 casualties w hich  included 19,000 
killed  in B elgium  and Luxem bourg.

But these w ere not the only  casualties. T roops in 
England w ere  being rushed to  streng then  the 
A m erican  forces -  both individual replacem ents and 
com plete  units. One o f  those  replacem ent units w as 
the 66“’ D ivision.

On C hristm as Eve, D ecem ber 24, 1944, the 66* 
D ivision troops boarded the  Leopoldville, a  B elgian 
vessel nam ed fo r the city  in the  fo rm er B elgian  
Congo. It had a  crew  o f  237 and  it officers w ere 
B elgian, C ongolese and English.

This vessel had been a  c ru ise  ship capable  o f  
handling 360 passengers yet it w as packed  w ith  
m ore than  2 ,200  66* D ivision soldiers.

T he ship w as bound fo r L e H avre, France v ia the  
cold  and  rough E nglish  C hannel. But the jo u rn ey  
w as in terrup ted  w hen  a  G erm an subm arine to rpedo  
struck it. A n alarm  and  abandon  ship w as sounded 
in F lem ish, a  language spoken in N etherlands, 
N orthw est B elgium  and  N orw est France.

The sh ip ’s officers and crew  abandoned  the  ship, 
tak ing  the few  lifeboats. A bout 1400 o r 1500 o f  the 
soldiers m anaged to  be saved by th e  destroyers 
w hich w ere to  protect the ship. T he o thers e ither 
d row ned o r w ere c rushed  betw een  the L eopoldville  
and destroyers. It is believed  that abou t 800 o f  the  
sold iers died yet none o f  the crew  or o fficers. The 
survivors w ere  taken  to  several A rm y hospitals in 
F rance w here  they  spent C hristm as Day.

This tragedy  w as not announced  and, as a  result, 
w as not reported  by  the press. In 1959, 15 years 
after this tragic incident, a  report w as issued w ithout 
the unp leasan t and shocking  facts A 1960 report by 
the B ritish  A dm iralty  (navy) excused the  officers 
and crew . A 1992 Belgian report cla im ed  A m ericans 
w ere in th e  lifeboats, a  claim  denied  by  the  so ld iers 
w ho survived.

O ne m igh t suppose that, fo r security  reasons, the 
A m erican A rm y com m and in G reat Britain decided 
to  w ithho ld  announcing  th is tragedy  so as to  keep 
the inform ation  from  the G erm an high com m and. 
But i f  th e  G erm an  subm arine had any  signal 
capability , they m ost likely  reported  it to  gain  credit 
for the  h it

NOMINATIONS FOR 
2007-08 EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

O n b e h a lf  o f th e  N om in a tin g  C om m ittee, I, G eorge  
C h e k an , C h a irm a n , an n o u n ce  th e  follow ing nom inations to 
be vo ted  on fo r th e  E xecu tive C ouncil a t the G en era l 
M e m b ersh ip  M eetin g  fo r  th e  fiscal y e a r  2007-08.

P re s id e n t:
•D em etri Paris 

9th A rm ored D ivision 
E xecu tiv e  V ice P re s id e n t:

•John J. D unleavy 
737th T ank Battalion 

V ice P re s id e n t, M e m b ersh ip :
•R obert P. Phillips 

28th Infantry D ivision 
V ice P re s id e n t, C h a p te rs :

•John E. M cA uliffe 
87th Infantry D ivision 

V ice P re s id e n t, M ilita ry  A ffa irs:
•S tanley  A. W ojtusik, Sr.

106th Infantry D ivision 
V ice P re s id e n t, P u b lic  A ffa irs:

•G eorge L. W atson 
87th Infantry D ivision 

T re a s u re r :
•W illiam  P. Taym an 

87th Infantry D ivision 
C o rre sp o n d in g  S e c re ta ry :

•D orothy S. Davis 
57th F ield H ospital 

R e c o rd in g  S e c re ta ry :
•John D. Bowen 

A ssociate M em ber 
T ru s te e s : T h re e -Y e a r  T e rm :

•Frances W. Doherty 
A ssociate M em ber 
•Earle O. Edm onds 

26th  Infantry D ivision 
•Jam es W. Hunt 

1st Infantry  D ivision 
T ru s te e s : T w o -Y ea r T e rm :

•H arry J. M eisel 
565th A ntiaircraft A rtillery  AW  B attalion 

•Joseph F. Z im m er 
87th Infantry D ivision 

T ru s te e s : O n e -Y e a r  T e rm :
•R ichard  G. G uenter 

511th E ngineer L ight Ponton Battalion 
•R alph B ozarth 

A ssociate M em ber 
The above nom inees have been approved by the N om inating  
C om m ittee w hich consists o f  all Past N ational Presidents.

R espectfu lly  subm itted, 
G eorge Chekan, C hairm an 

N om inating  C om m ittee
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LINCOLNSHIRE CONVENTION HIGHLIGHTS AND 
SCHEDULE INFORMATION

INTRODUCTION
O u r A nnual V B O B  R eunion w ill convene a t the  L inco lnsh ire  
M arrio tt R esort to  con tinue w ith the  62nd  A nniversary  
celebration .

W e have arranged  w ith the hotel for a  special ra te  o f  $93 .50  per 
n ight w hich  includes all taxes. W e look forw ard  to  a great 
reun ion  w ith  a variety  o f  activ ities.

T he H ospita lity  Room  is there  for you to  socialize  and enjoy the 
m any exhib its, pho to  books and  B attle  o f  the B ulge m em orabilia . 
T h e  H osp ita lity  R(x)m hours w ill be posted  in the  lobby o f  the 
hotel.

P lenty  o f  free parking is at the hotel for your convenience.

REGISTRATION FEE
A ll w ho a tten d  the  V B O B  R eunion m ust pay the reg is tra tion  fee. 
W rea ths, nam etags, p rog iam s, tab le  decorations, hospitality  
room , e tc ., a re  pa id  for from  th is  fee.
T he Q uarte rm aste r w ill a lso be availab le  for your purchase  o f  
B O B  item s.

•TUESDAY, SFPTFM R FR  25, 2007

* Welcome Wine and Cheese Reeeption (6:30 pm -  7:30 pm) 
C o m p lim en ts o t the  L incolnshire  M arrio tt R esort.

• Dinner is on your own. T he hotel has th ree  restauran ts.

•WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2007
• Botanic Garden -  Bus departs from hote! at 9:00am. Find 
b lazing  co lo rs in o u r gardens, w oodlands, and p ra irie , includ ing  
laven d er asters , b righ t red  and  orange  m ap les and  sum acs, and 
the  deep  gold  o f  yellow  coreopsis an d  goldeni od. T iic G arden  is 
your au tum n w onderland! Pu t on your w alk ing  shoes for a 
gu id ed  stroll through the  G arden , o r se ttle  in for a  n a rra ted  tram  
ride. E ith e r w ay, you’ll be de ligh ted  by w hat you see and  learn  in 
o u r 23 d iffe ren t gardens situated  on 385 acres. Lunrh inrluded.

• Volo Auto Museum - has over 300 c lassic  cars  on I'he Volo 
A u to  M useum  is hom e to the w orld 's largest m uscle  car 
co llection  and  the  G eorge B arris T V  & M ovie C a r C ollec tion . In 
add ition  there  are five an tique  m alls and  a  W orld  W ar 11 “C om bat 
Z o n e” a t Volo. T he C 'om bat Z one co n ta ins n ine  d isp lays about 
the w ar in the  E TO . Bus returns to hotel about 4:30pm

• Lincolnshire Marriott - Italian Dinner (6:30 p.m.). Enjoy a 
lu sc ious Italian  ButTet. C ash  bar. Video/audio presentation -  
"A M usical Stroll D ow n M em ory L ane” .

•THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2007

• Chicago Tour -  Bus departs from hotel at 9:00am. Enjoy a 
fully narra ted  driv ing  tour o f  C hicago. You w ill see the new  
M em orial W ater W all, a  v e te ran ’s m em orial at So ld ier F ield and 
see the beautifu l parks along the m agnificen t ' You w ill
see N avy Pier, a  form er N avy train ing  cen ter and  now  the top  
a ttraction  in C hicago. Y ou w ill enjoy a  cru ise  on the C hicago 
R iver to learn  about the  a rch itec tu re  o f  C hicago 's aw e-insp iring  
build ings. T h is is o ne  o f  the top  th ings to  do  in the city. You 
will see its ou tdoor art, the M agnificen t M ile, the stunning new  
M illennium  Park, and the landm ark W ater T ow er that survived 
the f  re. It w ill tru ly  be a day to  rem em ber. Lunch on your ow n at 
Navy Pier. Bus returns to hotel about 4:00pm.

• Dinner is on your own. T he hotel has th ree  restaurants.

•FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2007

• Cantigny, Wheaton, !L -  Bus departs hote! at 9:00am.
H om e o f  the R obert M cC orm ick estate. W e w ill be the honored 
guests o f  the F irst D ivision Foundation and  w ill tour the fom ial 
gardens, the  F irst Infaiitry D ivision i v l u s e u m  t tn u  t i ic  
M cC orm ick  m ansion. A  band  along w ith active  duty so ld iers 
will g reet us. Lunch included. In sum m ary', the First D ivision 
Foundation  is going all ou t for V BO B. Bus returns to hotel 
about 3:30pm.

• Dinner is on your own. T he hotel has th ree  restaurants.

•SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2007

• Free tissc asd lunch on your own

• General Membership Meeting (2:00 pm -  4:00 pm.)
L ocation w ill be posted  in the lobby.

• Reception (6:00 p.m.)

• .Annual Battle of the Bulge Military Banquet (7:00 p.m).

•SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2007

•Farewell Breakfast (7:30 am) - com e and say goodbye to all 
the reunion m em bers a t a p rivate  b reakfast butTet. D on't forget to 
b ring  your cam eras for last m inu te  p ictures.

T H F  B U L G E  Bl IGI F 16 N ovem ber 2003



VETERANS OF THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE, INC. ANNUAL REUNION

LINCOLNSHIRE MARRIOTT RESORT 
LINCOLNSHIRE, IL 

SEPTEMBER 25 -30 , 2007 

REGISTRATION FORM

N a m e :__
A d d re ss :

P h o n e :
W ife /G u e s t N a m e : ________________________________
D iv is io n :_____________________________  R e g im e n t:
S ig n a tu r e :_________________________________________
A rriv a l d a t e __________________  D e p a r tu re  d a te  _

People Cost/ Total
Person Cost

Registration Fee (all attendees must register) _____  $ 30 $____
Tuesday, Septem ber 25, 2007:
Wine and cheese reception (compliments of the hotel) _____ Free
Dinner on your own 

W euiiesday, Septem bei 20, 2yU7;
Botanic Garden lunch included.
Volo Museum * S55 $
Italian buffet dinner _____ S40 ____

T hursday, Septem ber 27, 2007:
Chicago tour/river cruise/lunch on your own * _____  S 55 $____
Dinner on your own 

Friday, Septem ber 28, 2007:
Cantigny, Robert McCormick estate *
First infantry Division Museum, lunch included. _____  S45 $____
Dinner on your own 

Saturday, Septem ber 29, 2007:
Free time
Reception (cash bar)
Banquet (indicate preference)

London Broil or Salmon S55 $
Sunday, Septem ber 30, 2007:

Farewell breakfast _____  SIO* S____
*Total cost of breakfast is $25 of which VBOB 
will fund $15 for active VBOB National Members 
and Guests

Total am ount enclosed (all taxes & gratuities included) $________

* See Highlights and Schedule Inform ation Sheet for Details

M ail registration  form  and check  to 
V e te ra n s  o f  th e  B a ttle  o f  th e  B u lg e  • P .O . B o x  1 0 1 4 1 8  • A r lin g to n , V A  2 2 2 1 0 -4 4 1 8  

R E G I S T R A T I O N  R E C E I P T  D E A D L I N E - S E P T E M B E R  2 , 2 0 0 7  - A F T E R  
T H A T  D A T E  B R IN G  F O R M .

(Refunds for cancellations, will be honored in whole or in part, depending on availability of funds.)

T l in  B U l.G i: n U G l.r :  17  August 2007



Lincolnshire Marriott Resort 
10 Marriott Drive -  Lincolnshire, IL 60069 

Tel. 847-634-0100 -  Fax 847-634-1278
www.marriott.com/propertv/propertvpage/chiln

Welcome
VETERANS OF THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE 

RESORT RATES
T he resort is o ffering  a  tw o-day w indow  before and after the reun ion  dates at a  rate  o f  $93 .50  per n ight, single or double  
occupancy. T his rate includes all taxes. All reservations can be m ade by calling  the  L incolnshire M arrio tt R esort at 1-800- 
228-9290  and saying you are w ith the V eterans o f  the B attle o f  the B ulge group. W e suggest you guaran tee  your reservation  
w ith a  charge card. I f  you have any problem s m aking your reservation , ask fo r T ina  B easley, her n u m b er is 847-634-0100 . 
C heck-in tim e is 3:00 p.m . and checkout is 12:00 p.m. In the event you need  to cancel your reservation , please inform  the 
hotel 48 hours p rio r to the day o f  scheduled  arrival. R eservation  requests received  after Septem ber 1 st will be confirm ed  on a 
space available basis.

N O T E : T H E  H O T E L  IS  N O N -S M O K IN G  A N D  P E T S  A R E  N O T  A L L O W E D

H ote l am en itie s : Indoor pool, fitness cen ter and com plim entary  shuttle  service w ith in  a  5-7 m ile radius o f  the hotel, based 
upon availability. Full service restaurants and lounge. A m ple free parking. R V 's are w elcom e, how ever, w e do no t have 
hook-up facilities.

S leep ing  room  am en ities : coffee, tea, and decaf, with coffee  m akers, irons and iron ing  boards, h a ir dryer

T ra n s p o r ta tio n  fro m  O ’H a re  to  th e  re so r t :  The least expensive is A m e ric an  T ax i w hose current rate is about $30/taxi. 
Free courtesy phones are located on the luggage level at T erm inals 1, 2, 3, 5 a long  w ith the Bus Shuttle C enter. O nce  you 
have gathered your luggage, go to the phones and dial 15 to request your taxi. T he operato r will confirm  your p resen t 
location, nam e and destination. Please feel free to confirm  your flat rate. A taxi will be assigned to you and the operato r 
will give you the taxi num ber. Since all rides are prearranged, only take the taxi assigned to you.

I f  you fly in to  M id w ay  A irp o r t  ex p ec t to  pay  a t  least S60 /tax i.

DIRECTIONS TO THE RESORT

F R O M  O ’H A R E  IN T E R N A T IO N A L  A IR P O R T  (a b o u t 18 m iles): Take 294 N orth  to H alf Day Road Exit, l  urn left. 
Approx. 2 m iles to M ilw aukee A venue. Turn left. Turn left at first stoplight into M arriott en trance on M arriott Drive. 1 '4 
mile south o f  H a lf Day Road.

F R O M  N O R T H : Take 294 South to  H a lf Day R oad Exit. 
F R O M  E A ST : Take 1-80 W est to 294 N orth  to  H a lf Day | n right. A pprox. 2 m iles to M ilw aukee A venue. Turn 
Road Exit. lu rn  left. A pprox. 2 m iles to M ilw aukee | .̂f  ̂ jupp [g f j  ^  fjr^t stoplight into M arriott en trance on 
Avenue. 1 urn left. Turn l.eft at first stoplight into M arriott M arriott Drive. I 4 m ile south o f  1 la lf  D a\ Road, 
entrance on M arriott Drive. I 4 m ile south o f  H alf Dav 
Road.

F R O M  W E S T : Take 1-80 F.ast to 294 N orth  to  H a lf Day
r’nrA** -r I c -7 xi _.u j . R oad Exit. T um  left. A pprox. 2 m iles to M ilw aukeeFR O M  SO U T H : Take 57 N orth to  294 N orth  and go to
H alf Da) Road Exit, furn left. A pprox. 2 m iles to A venue. I urn left. 1 urn left at first stoplight into M arriott
M ilwaukee A venue. Turn left. Turn left at first stoplight en trance  on M arriott Drive. 1 4 m ile south o f  H a lf Da>
into Marriott entrance on M arriott Drive. I 4 mile south o f  Road.
H alf Dav Road.

THE BULGE BUGLE j g  August 2007
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The Battle o f the Bulge
December 16, 1944 -  January 26, 1945 

Source:
National Archives & Records Administration 

College Park, MD Exhibit No. 3, Picture Division, 
London Office o f  War Information as published
by John Bowen in the MD/DC VBOB Chapter 

newsletter. Submitted by Demetri Paris, 1 Tk 
Bn 9"" Armd Div.

M arch 27, 1945 w hen G eneral E isenhow er 
p roclaim ed that the G erm ans “as a  m ilitary force on 
the W estern  Front a re  a  w hipped arm y,” he added 
that the A rdennes drive w as the  w orst m istake the 
N azis had m ade in the west.

It had cost the enem y 220,000 m en, o f  w hom
110,000 w ere taken prisoner, it had  cost hundreds o f  
m illions o f  dollars w orth o f  equipm ent T hese m en 
and th is m aterial w ere sorely  needed w hen the  A llies 
forged across the Rhine and struck into the  heart o f  
the Reich. But the G erm ans had gam bled them  
aw ay in the ill-fated  A rdennes offensive.

N ^ e n  the N azis struck in the A rdennes, only 
sm all detachm ents o f  US non-com batan t troops 
stood in the path o f  the G erm an arm ored  spearhead 
to  S tavelot, B elgium  and the vital A llied supply 
point o f  Licgc. But the  colum n w as stopped The 
G erm ans had counted on sm othering  fog to  hide 
their m ovem ents. I hey had  not counted  o US pilots 
w ho  risked their lives to  fly 100 feet from  the 
g round  to  b last the a ttack  forces w ith bom bs, rockets 
and bullets.

[Contrary to the statement that only non-combat 
troops delayed the (Jerman attack. Combat 
Command B o f  the 9'  ̂ Armd Div, CCB o f  the 
Armd Div and other combat units were in the path o f  
this utiuuk ui SiCtveloi arid Si. Vith. They d id  not see 
any US aircraft until after their withdrawal on 
December 23, 1944. D. Paris j

N or had the N azis countcd  on the  raw  courage 
o f  A m erican airborne so ld iers who, fighting as 
g round infantrym en, held out against a  w eek-long 
siege o f  B astogne until they  w ere relieved D ecem ber
27, 1944 by troops o f  the T hird  US A rm y w ho 
sw ung north from  the  Saar. A lthough surrounded  by 
confident N azis and supplied  only from  the a ir the 
1 0 r ‘ A irom e D ivision held the vital 
com m unications cen ter o f  B astogne and inflicted 
heavy losses on the  enem y. O n the N azis o w t i  

adm ission , the lightening drive o f  the relieving T hird  
arm y slow ed dow n and  even tually  checked  the 
advance o f  G erm an M arshall G erd  V on Runstedt.

[This account fa ils to reveal that the 101^ Airborne 
Divison was 100 miles away when the Gemans struck, 
that other troops suffered hea\y losses in men and 
equipHwni in delaying ihe Germans unlit the arrival o f  the 
10P‘ AB. The American troops who survived and were 
not captured infiltrated through the Germans and joined  
the 101” AB in the defense o f  Bastogne. For an accurate 
and detailed account see "Alamo in the Ardennes” by Dr. 
John C. Mcmanus published in 2007 by John Wiley, Inc — 
D. Paris]

From  that point on, the G erm an bulge was 
squeezed to  com plete deflation by Allied arm s 
pressing  from  the front and sides and  planes 
ham m ering from  the top. Parts o f  the First and 
N inth US Arm ies and the  second British arm y 
pushed from  the N orthern  ground w hich had 
previously  been held in defensive victories. The 
linkup o f  the  F irst and T hird US A nn ies on January
16 in H ouffalize, key com m unication  cen ter o f  the 
salient, w as the signal fo r the start o f  a  m ass 
w ithdraw al by the enem y to  positions behind the 
S iegfried Line.

By January  26, the Battle o f  the  A rdennes was 
declared  officially  over and the G erm ans, w ho a t one 
tim e had reached a  point four m iles from  one o f  the 
m ajo r objectives, the M euse R ier, w ere again 
w aging defensive w arfare on hom e soil. W eakened 
and w ith few  replacem ents, they faced A llied 
A rm ies m assing fo r assaults across the Rhine. W hen 
the onslaught began, G erm an troops w ho m ight have 
served a  reinforcem ents w ere in A llied prisoner-of- 
w ar cages o r buried  in Belgium  soil-victim s o f  the 
N azis’ irreparable m istake, “the Battle o f  the Bulge ”

[Note the official end o f  the Battle o f  the 
Ardennes was January 26, 1945. The Alsace 
operation was added later. One possible 
explanation is that Alsace was added rather than 
granting a separate battle star fo r  the Alsace 
operation. D.Paris]

Requesting Your Personnel Records
T he National Personnel Records C enter claim s 

they have a  new' and im proved m ethod to  obtain 
y o u r records from  the NPR C . They will fiim ish the 
records to authorized requesters. T heir web site is: 

H tt://vetrecs.archives.gov 
N ote there is no “w w w ” required at the beginning o f 
their address

They claim  this procedure will e lim inate the long 
delay  caused by their mail room  processing the 
m any Form s 180 subm itted by veterans and their 
next o f  kin.
(Source: V ictory D ivision N ew s published by editor 
W ill Cook for the 5* A rm ored Division]

T in  lU ii.G r: lU 'Cii i; 19 ■August 2007



CHAPTERS REPORT

John McAuliffe 
Vice President for Chapters

It is e n co u rag in g  to  see in the  M ay, 2007, issue o f  The Bugle, 
photos sh ow ing  the  g roup  o f  the  Indian  R iver C hap ter m em bers 
w ho  have ju s t p laced  a p laque  honoring  B ulge veterans and 
ano ther pho to  sh ow ing  the V B O B  m onum ent ded icated  at 
G reensburg , Pennsy lvan ia . T h is is an ind ication  that the chap ters 
rem ain  activ e  and  en jo y in g  the com raderie  o f  m eetings and 
p a rtic ip a tio n  in ev en ts  w hich  h o nor o r ga llan t and w om en o f  the 
B ulge.

Som e ch ap ters , look ing  ah ead  to  possib le  d isso lu tion  in 2-3 
y ears have sent ballo ts to  th e ir m em bers ask ing  if  they  w ant to 
con tinue  w ith  the  m eetings. T his w as necessita ted  because o f  
poor a tten d an ce  at som e m eetings as w ell as the m em bers 
reach in g  th e ir m id -8 0 ’s and  m any in poor health , they  have lost 
the ab ility  to  get a round. Surprising ly , the report from one 
ch ap ter show ed an o v erw h elm in g  vote to  con tinue  not for 2 or
3 years, but fo r 5 y ears o r m ore. T h is show s th e ir confidence 
and is en courag ing , and so long as there  is good leadersh ip  the 
m em bers should  co n tin u e  to  convene even should  th e ir ac tiv ities 
or even ts be lessened.

From  the 9-10 reports I rece ived  from  ch ap ter p residen ts the 
past six m onths, it is n o tab le  th a t the chap ters con tinue  to  enjoy 
that g reat com raderie  and  fe llow sh ip  as in the past. M eetings are 
a ttended  by as m any  as 65-85 v e terans and the ir guests. 
S peakers from  ve te ran s groups, sta te  senators, VA directors, 
n ational and local d ig n ita rie s, e tc ., are en g ag ed ...education  
p rogram s are held  in the  schools speak ing  to hundreds o f  
students by the ve te ran s o f  various activ ities o f  the B ulge 
battle ...(F reedom  is not F ree)...T he  ‘old b a ttle rs’ m arch or ride 
in V eterans Day, C o lu m b u s Day, St. P a trick ’s D ay and o ther 
local p a ra d e s -s i t  dow n d inners, p icn ics and m useum  v isits are 
standard  fare ...som e ch ap te rs jo in  fo rces w ith o th er o rgan izations 
like the M OPH in annual b an quets...on  the in ternational level, 
chap ter m em bers have jo in e d  ‘the L ib e ra ted ’ in the annual 
A m erican -L uxem bourg  F riendsh ip  W eek ...he ld  every  m onth o f  
June. The annual B attle  o f  the B ulge R eenactm en t held the last 
w eek o f  January  at Fort Ind iantow n G ap. Pennsylvania , is still 
frequented  by the h eartiest o f  the m em bers...bu t now occupying  
only one floor o f  the barracks.

T hese as well as o th er activ ities  con tinue to  draw  the m em bers 
together, As one vete ran  put it: "T here is no th ing  like partak ing  
in a battle together that so lid ifies a friendsh ip  forever."

R eports received: L ehigh V alley -P residen t M orris D. M etz; 
C entral Indiana C h ap te r—Presiden t Bob C ooper/F .d itor T erry  
M cD aniel; Florida S o u th eas t—P residen t G eorge Fisher; C itru s— 
President G erald V. M yers; C en tra l M a ssac h u se tts -P res id e n t 
John M cA uliffe; O hio  B uckeye—President M ilan A. Rolik; 
M ary lan d /D C -P resid en t E arle  O. E d m onds/E d ito r John D. 
B owen; D elaw are V a lley —President S tan ley  W ojtusik /E d ito r 
Edith Knowles; and Peter F. Leslie , J r -P re s id e n t Jerry  M ount.

R espectfu lly  Subm itted , 
John E. M cA uliffen

‘We shoulda dran \ th’ cognac 
an wall^ed to git gas.”

MICHAEL E. THORNTON 
MEDAL OF HONOR 
RECIPIENT ENROLLED 
IN VBOB
As overall A m erican  conven tio n a l fo rces w ere g radually  
w ithdraw n from  V ietnam  in the early  1970s, the "unconven tional 
w arfare" ro le o f  N avy  SE A L S grew . In the spring  o f  1972, 
Petty  O ffice r T horn ton  w as assigned  to  a m ission  un d er the 
co m m an d  o f  Lt. T hom as N orris.

T horn ton  and N orris acco m p an ied  a th ree -m an  South 
V ie tnam ese  N avy team  on an in te llig en ce -g a th e rin g  m ission  in 
en em y-held  territo ry . L aunched  from  a V ie tn am ese  N avy  ju n k  
in a ru b b er boat, the  patro l reach ed  land and found  them se lv es 
fu rth er beh ind  en em y  lines than th ey  had p lanned . C on tin u in g  
on foot tow ard  th e ir o b jec tiv e  they  cam e  un d er heavy  fire from 
a far larger fo rce  and w ere in d an g er o f  b e ing  surrounded . 
W hile in flic tin g  heavy  casu altie s  on the  en em y , they  h eaded  for 
the  shore, in hopes o f  e scap in g  by sea.

On h earing  that his N avy  SE A L  co m m an d er, Lt. T hom as 
N orris had been k illed  w h ile  co v erin g  th e ir e scape , T horn ton  
rep lied , " I’m not leav ing  w ithou t m y L ieu ten an t."  and re tu rned  
under fire to  find N orris g rav e ly  w o unded  but a live . Q uick ly  
d isposing  o f  tw o  enem y so ld iers w ho ap p ro ach ed  at that m om ent, 
T horn ton  slung  N orris o ver his sh o u ld er and  d ashed  for life over 
400  yards to  open beach , re tu rn ing  en em y  fire  as he ran. He 
carried  N orris and an o th e r w ounded  co m rad e  out to sea, beyond 
the range o f  enem y fire. T he co m p an y  flo ated  for ap p ro x im ate ly  
tw o hours before  be ing  re triev ed  by the  South  V ie tnam ese  
N av y .n
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SOUTHERN ARIZONA 
CHAPTER MONUMENT

HUDSON VALLEY CHAPTER 
MONUMENT

On May 30, 2003. m em bers o f  the Southern Arizona Chapter 
dedicated a m em orial in Presidio Park, facing City Hall and 
Federal B uilding in Tucson, Arizona.

Then C hapter President John W estover, designed the original 
sketch and was very instrumental in accom plishing the end 
result. The m onum ent was funded entirely by donations from 
chapter m em bers w hich num bered 65 m em bers at the tim e o f the 
beginning o f the p lanning—presently there are about 50 members.

Saratoga National Cemeter\ 
200 Duell Road 

Schuylerv'ille, New York 

Dedicated: May 30, 2000

[In a recent issue several monuments were cited and, 
apparently, many were omitted—although not intentionally.

Jim Wilson. President o f the Hudson Valley Chapter (New 
Yorkj provided us with the following photos o f a monument 
erected in their area and we are happy to provide this 
information to you ]

n E f ) ic A T i:D  T O  riif-: g a l l a n t  a n d
V T C T O R IO rS  M EN A N D  W O M E N  V V Hp_ _  

P A K T iC IP .M F .i) IN I H E  B A T T L E  O F  T H E  
lil l.C.K D WAR li. 11. DEC'EM RF.R

1944  T U K i; L>5 JA N U A R Y  1945 !N B E L G ll M 
A N D  L U X E M B O U R G . T H E  G R E A T E S T  B A T T L E  

FVT.R F O U C .H T  BY T H E  U N IT E D  .STATF..S ARM Y

T - n i i  i 4 j n i j  I D  A r ' Ci iv iu m rii  KJt  v<v/<ui%nvii.
-f>RESF„NTED BY

The photo above is a copy o f the monument. The photos 
o f the monument it.<<elf were fuzzy and did not do the 
monument justice, so we are using this. It is identical to 
the monument.

H U D S O N  V A LLEY  C H A P T E R  «

Wording which appears on the monument

Replica o f monument in Veterans Day Parade, 2006, left to 
right. Buck Bloomer. 28th INFD: George McGee (chapter 
president) 109th EVAC HOSP: Harper Coleman. 4th INFD: 
and John Swett. 106th INFD □

Monument as it appears on Memorial Walk (foreground)

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT...CHECK YOUR 
MAILING LABEL. Your dues date is printed directly 
above your last name. If your dues are due please submit thetn 
prom ptly and it will save us having to mail a dues reminder. 
Postage and printing costs have skyrocketed. Thanks.
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IVIORE ON THE 
PROXIMITY FUZE

Provided by: Rufus D. Lewis, Jr. 
10th Armored Division 

420th Armored Field Artillery Battalion 
Headquarters

[Note from Riifiis: This is not to debate nor contradict 
several past articles on the proximity fuze but to add facts 
to its use. The following, article was Mritten by the 
battalion commander o f the 420th Armored Field Artillery 
Battalion. The 420th was o f  the 10th Armored Division. 
Combat Command "B." CCB served with the lOlst in 
Bastogne.]

420th Armored Field Artillery Battalion 
Fires New (Secret) Fuze 

W. D. Crittenberger, Jr. 
(Then) Battalion CO of the 40th 

Major General, U.S. Army, Retired

A fter p a rtic ip a tin g  in the  XX C orps cap ture  o f  Fortress M etz, the 
10th A rm ored  D ivision jo in e d  the C orps effort to  breai< the 
S iegfried  Sw itch  in the  S aar-M o se ileT rian g le . W hile in position  
near Perl, G erm any , the  420th  AFA B atta lion  w as se lected  to  
organ ize  and  perform  a dem onstra tion  o f  the new , then secret VT 
or Pozit fuze. A ll availab le  field  o fficers, particu larly  
artille rym en , o f  XX C orps w ere to  attend.

On 6 D ecem ber, 1944, the ba tta lion  C O  and an A dvance Party 
strong in Survey, Fire D irection  C en ter and C om m unicato rs 
m oved out to se lect a dem onstra tion  area  su itab le  for this 
m ission.

The next day, 7 D ecem ber, the batta lion  fo llow ed , cu tting  
across the m ain  supply  rou tes o f  the th ree  d iv isions in con tact, 
and covering  the 43 m ile  m ove in four hours. The nearest town 
on the m ap  w as M arange, France, on the southern  edge o f  XX 
C orps. T he jo u rn a l en try  reads "D eparted  Perl, G erm any , at 
1045 on m ounted  m oto r inarch  to M arange, F rance, a rriv ing  at 
1500. D istance trav e led  43 .6  m iles. W eather cold  and rainy. 
M orale good."

An "im pact area" o f  ro lling , varied  terra in  w as p icked, and 
shot-up veh ic les and farm  equ ipm en t p laced as iden tifiab le  
targets in the valley , on the slope and even on the crest, to  best 
illustrate  the standard  heigh t o f  burst o f  the new  fuze. Survey 
and reg istra tion  took  p lace  as o thers w ere laying com m unica tion  
lines for us and to  tie into C orps lines, should  h igher 
headquarters need to  reach any o f  the a ttendees. The usual 
"dem onstration" serv ices w ere set up; latrines, w arm ing  tents, 
parking areas, hot coffee , m ess tents w ith a hot m eal, and yes, 
ex tra field  glasses, a public  address system  and som e fo ld ing  
chairs for the real VIPs.

The day o f  the "shoot," 11 D ecem ber, daw ned cold  and rainy 
but happily  not foggy. O ur p repara tions for such a day w ere 
both needed and apprec ia ted . The C orp  C o m m an d er W alton 
W alker, led the list o f  a ttendees, dressed  for the co ld  as the 
picture shows.

The firing  w ent w ell. The targ e ts had been p laced  to  show  that

the new fuze w ould  burst the shells u n ifo rm ly  above the  target, 
w h e th er it w as on flat g round , on a slope, up h ill o r dow n. The 
hot m eal and coffee  w ere  big  hits, too. Follow 'ing the  shoot, 
those  in terested  ta lk ed  to  the Fire D irection  C en te r and  Survey 
crew s; and the gun crew s as well.

The rem ain d er o f  the day  w as spen t in c lean in g  up the 
b a ttlefie ld  fo r the next day , 12 D ecem ber, o u r "vaca tion" w as 
over, and w e m arched  back  to  the north  boundary  o f  XX C orps 
in M e rz iq -L a u n s tro ffa re a to  fire fo r T ask  Force Polk, the  C orps 
M ech. C av. in an econ o m y -o f-fo rce  ro le ho ld in g  a part o f  the 
"front." (O ur B astogne ex p erien ce  w as but five days aw ay .)

T his VT d em onstra tion  and hands-on  ex p erien ce  stood  us in 
good  stead , for w hen the  4th A rm ored  D ivision  TF A bram s 
broke the G erm an ring  around  B astogne, o u r am m o tra ins cam e 
w ith  them , b ring ing  in am m o w ith  the  new . now -d eclassified , TV 
fuze, and perm ission  to shoot it. It w orked  b eau tifu lly  "for real," 
and its use up and dow n the  front had to  be one o f  the big 
factors in w ind ing  up the  B attle  o f  the B ulge successfu lly  fo r the 
A llies.

Chaussy. h ranee: Commanders observe artillery’ 
demonstration. General Morris commanding 10th Armored 
Division: General IValker, commanding X X  Corps: General 
Irwin, commanding 5th Infantiy Division. (Picture taken from 
X X  Corps History o f  WWII, page 216.)
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REMEMBERING ANOTHER 
ENEMY: COLD WEATHER

Reuel Long 
90th Infantry Division 

357th Infantry Regiment 
2nd Battalion

Company E

A lthough  the  in fo rm ation  w e h ad  rece iv ed  about the  B attle  o f  the 
B ulge from  a rtic le s  in the  Stars and Stripes w as o ld  and sketchy  
n ev erth e less  the  s itu atio n  m ust have requ ired  help  from  our 
d iv ision , as w e h ead ed  no rth  in tru ck s on January  6, 1945. W e 
w ere  a lw ays kep t in the  d ark  by ou r co m pany  co m m an d ers as to 
w here  w e w ere  h ead ed  nex t, ex cep t the  im m edia te  o b jec tive  a o f  
h ill, tow n  or stream  as w e d ep arted  M onneren , A lsace-L orraine , 
F rance.

W e kep t track  o f  any  m ajo r tow ns or c ities that w e passed  
th rough , ho w ev er, and w hen  w e reached  the C ity  o f  
L uxem bourg , w e knew  w e w ere  nearin g  the figh ting  and 
reasoned  w hy w e had  been  p u lled  back  from  our foo tho ld  across 
the S aar R iv er in D ecem ber. T h is m ust be so m eth ing  big, and 
as w e co n tin u ed  no rth  a fte r spen d in g  all n igh t in the truck  sitting  
up in w hat w as below  zero  w eath e r, w e started  to  see our 
a m b u lan ces c o m in g  back  from  the front. 1 reca lled  see ing  a road 
sign p o in t d irec tio n s to  the  T ow n o f  W iltz  and o f  St. V ith, w hich  
I la te r lea rn ed  h ad  been  fla tten ed  by a battle  in w hich  the 7th 
A iiiiO icd D iv ision  h ad  h e ro ica lly  h e ld  up  the  G erm an  advance 
fo r a tim e to  en ab le  A m erican  defen siv e  p ositions to  form  farther 
b ack  in B e lg ium , back  in D ecem ber.

O ur d iv is ion  w as ev id en tly  go ing  to  strike  the en em y  on the 
left flank  o f  h is sa lien t in to  the A m erican  positions. I rem em b er 
o u r tru ck s m o v in g  up the  road  w ith  a steady  stream  o f  
am b u lan ces m o v in g  dow n the  o th er side as w'e cou ld  now  hear 
the  no ise  o f  b a ttle  n ea r the  front. It w as here  that G eneral Patton 
la te r w ro te  th a t d u ring  th a t a fte rnoon  he drove th rough  the 90th 
w ho  stood  up and  c h ee red  as he passed . T hese m.en did th is iis 
sp ite  o f  sp en d in g  a g rea t m an y  hours in tru ck  at 6 deg rees below  
zero  and in spite  o f  all th e  w o u n d ed  co m in g  dow n the o th er side 
o f  the  road.

I d id n ’t see the g en era l, bu t feel certa in  th is is the  p lace  he 
w ro te  about, fig u rin g  he p assed  th rough  the  90th  ahead  o r beh ind  
o u r p a rticu la r truck . W e stayed  the n igh t in a farm  house that 
had ju s t  been lib e rated  by o th e r A m erican  fo rces that w e w ould  
soon be re liev in g . T he w arm  acco m m o d a tio n s w ere w elcom e 
a fte r tw o  b itte r  co ld  days in th e  truck.

T he fa th e r o f  th is  fam ily  in L ux em b o u rg  brough t out an a ll­
w ave tab le  m odel rad io  th a t he had kep t h idden  from  the 
G erm ans, and  o u r squad  g a th e red  a round  it to listen  to  BBC and 
o th e r b roadcasts, in clu d in g  N azi p ro p ag an d a  b roadcasts in 
E nglish . S o m ehow  I ended  up s leep in g  on the liv ing  room  rug 
instead  o f  in the  h a ll, w h ich  w as a b ig  trea t. A ctually , w e grew  
to  b ecom e th an k fu l fo r ju s t  little  th ings, like a c lean  drink  o f  
w a ter, o r w arm  w a te r to  shave  in.

T he next day  w e had  a festiv e  celeb ra tio n  d in n er o f  ch icken  
(p ro cu red  by o u r sq u a d s’ b ack y a rd  "recon" crew ) and dum plings. 
T he farm er, his w ife  and 15 y e a r o ld  d au g h te r a te  w ith  us. He 
spoke  little  E ng lish , but w e en joyed  sh aring  his ju b ila tio n  o f  
liberation . It w as a fine d in n er all a round  and  m ade  us feel very  
sa tis tied . W e stay ed  ag ain  th rough  tne  n igh t an a  m oved  ou t tne

next m orn ing . I had  go tten  rid o f  the bazooka, but found a 
d ifferen t responsib ility  w ith m y new  m obility , that o f  tak ing  
tu rns b e ing  the "point" m an  for the  squad. W hen in the lead, 
you had  to  be very  a le rt fo r any m o v em en t or sounds up ahead, 
but w ith  the ground  now  co m p le te ly  covered  w ith  a w hite 
b lanket o f  snow , it w as easie r to  d e tec t the enem y. W e still ju s t 
had  o u r lea ther boots and o u r feet w ere  co ld  all o f  the tim e. 
Foxholes w ere  h arder to  dig, and even tho u g h  strapped  to our 
sides, the  w ater in o u r can teens w ould  a lw ays be frozen by 
m orn ing . W’e w ere g e tting  th ree  square "K" ra tion  m eals per day 
though  and used the  cartons to  m ake a fire to m elt o u r w ater.

■After d igg ing  our tw o m an foxhole at n igh t, and spreading 
dow n o ur ra incoats on the g round, each hav ing  one b lanket, we 
p laced  one doubled  under us and one doub led  o ver us for w hat 
w arm th  w e could  ge t for one hour o f  sleep. A t daybreak , a 
norm al day  w ould  include, since w e w ere  a lready  dressed , o f  
th aw in g  our w ater and  eating  our "K" ra tion  b reakfast. Our 
latrine  w as a slit-trench , and w e had soap  and ice-co ld  w ater for 
our hands. W e now  had w ool g loves w ith  lea ther palm s, and 
sto ck in g -cap  style he lm et liners w hich  w ould  pull o v er our ears.

Fo llow ing  break fast our squad  leaders w o u ld  receive 
in structions about our o b jec tiv es for o u r p latoon  leader, a 2nd 
lieu tenan t. W e m ade certain  our little  cardboard  fires w ere out 
and then  fo lded up our b lankets in o u r little  co m bat packs, 
a ttach ed  our shovels to  our belts, sh o u lder-strapped  ou r rifles and 
got ready to m ove out. If  there  w as no enem y fire, leaning up 
against a tree  lent support to  the  various p a rap h ern a lia  that you 
had to  carry . The M-1 w eighed  9 pounds, ex tra  am m unition , 
tv,’o g renades, can teen , pack, siiovei, bayu.'iei and he liiie t m ust 
have w e ighed  at least 20 pounds, m ak in g  it a lm ost eas ie r to  w alk  
and get ail those  th ings on a synchronous m otion  th an  to  try  to 
stand  still in one place.

T hen w e rem inded  w h o ev er’s tu rn  it w as to  be po in t o r scout, 
and upon com m and  w e m oved  out, a lm o st a lw ays in single file 
w ith  abou t 15 feet betw een  squad m em bers, as an average 
d istance, w hich  varied  acco rd in g  to  te rra in , enem y location , etc. 
A dv an cin g  th rough  w oods, up a road or th rough  an open field  
w as a lw ays a cau tious a ffa ir, looking to see w hat m ig h t be in the 
nex t group  o f  trees, over a sm all rise o r behind a  hedgerow , 
particu la rly  troub lesom e because  they  w ere  usually  b u ilt partially  
o f  stone, w ith  a th ick  hedge on top  to  obscure  your vision. The 
G erm ans w ere  to  use the  hedgerow s to  good  advan tage  as we 
w ere  soon to  learn in the B attle  o f  the B ulge. A dvancing  up a 
hill w as a lso  a g ru e lin g  ordeal, m o v in g  cau tiously  o r qu ick ly  as 
the co nd itions d ictate .

T he m ental stress w as m ore tirin g  than  the physical strain 
though  (I thought). A nd even though  you d id n ’t find enem y for 
hours o r som etim es a full day, several "breaks" a day besides 
lunch w ere  necessary  and w e lcom e, un less o f  course, the enem y 
w as en coun tered  o r an incom ing  she lling  a ttack  w as experienced. 
All the "break" had to be w as a drink  o f  w ater, an ex tra  "K" 
ration  dog b iscu it, a c ig a rette  fo r som e, w here  possib le , or a stick 
o f  gum  to p rovide a few  m inutes aw ay from  the concen tra tion  o f  
advancing .

Often times there was a few extra minutes for lunch, other times on 
the move it was eaten later in the afternoon, sometimes on the move, 
and other times, of necessity, skipped entirely. The Battle o f the Bulge 
was fought largely in overcast weather and there was about an average 
of 8" loose snow on the ground, depending on the area, and the 
temperature probably averaged about 20 degrees overall, although
iiciiqIU/ r\r\t ^PnntiniipH^
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W hen dusk arrived , w e w ou ld  try  to  stake our foxholes in a 
defensive  p e rim ete r to  the front in case  o f  co u n te r a ttack , unless 
w e p lanned  a n igh t a ttach . T here  w ere tim es w hen we w ould 
have o u r foxhole  w ell started , o r even com ple ted , w hen we 
w ould  be o rdered  to  change  o u r positions to  be on the line w ith 
o th er units. S om etim es th is  change cam e afte r dark, m aking  
ano ther hole m ore d ifficu lt to  dig, as you c o u ld n ’t see the rocks, 
o r even w orse o bstruc tion , roots, w hile  d igg ing . W e usually  ate 
our supper ra tion  as a  rew ard  a fte r the hole w as com pleted . W e 
felt m ore p ro tec ted  th en , and  one o f  us cou ld  relax  at a tim e to 
partake o f  food.

T here  w asn ’t m uch o f  a ritual to  get ready  for b e d -n o  clo thes 
to  change, no shav ing  or even tak in g  o ff  the helm et. I usually  
tried  to  brush m y tee th  and then tu cked  the b reakfast "K" ration 
under m y arm pit before  re tiring  for an hour, to  keep it thaw ed 
for b reakfast. O ur feet w ere  b ecom ing  a lm ost as big  a concern  
now  as the enem y and  during  th is period o f  tim e we started  
losing  m en  w e could  a fford  to  spare  to frostb ite , trench  feet, and 
frozen feet.

W e w e ren ’t ge ttin g  o u r usual dry change o f  socks every  few  
days, and it d id n ’t h e lp  to  bare your w et foot in below -freezing  
w eather. So m ost o f  us tried  to  keep  w igg ling  our toes w hile on 
n igh t guard  duty, o r during  pe rio d s that w e w eren ’t m arch ing  
during  the day. B ut w e all soon becam e run dow n and tired  due 
to the strain  o f  co m b at and  b e ing  outside  in the cold  for an 
ex tended  period  so th a t m any  ju s t  gave up the add itional effo rt 
to take care  o f  th e ir feet.

T his, then , co m p rised  w hat w as a rep resen ta tive  day o f  the foot 
so ld ier during  the B attle  o f  the B ulge excep t for the various 
experiences in com bat, w hich  w e w ere  very  soon to encounter. □

REMEMBERING ANOTHER ENEMVContinuation)

ANTI-TANK GUNS

Submitted by Elmer .1. Potzmann 
110th AAA 90mm Gun Battalion (TD)

gun canno t do. G enera l B rad ley  w an ts us to  use them  
ex clusively  as an ti-tank  guns, and  to  d ev elo p  a d octrine  fo r th e ir 
use as an ti-tan k  guns e lsew h ere  in the  F irst A rm y.

1 am  acco rd in g ly  a ttach in g  one b a tte ry  to  the  tan k  d estroyer 
ba tta lion  w hich  is a ttach ed  to  y o u r d iv is ion . T he ba tte ry  is 
stripped  o f  its A A A  d irec tin g  equ ip m en t. A ttach m en ts  to  the 
tank  destro y er b a tta lion  is e ssen tia l in o rd e r to  take  full 
advan tage  o f  its an ti-tan k  reco n n a issan ce  and  secu rity  fac ilities, 
and to  g ive the 90m m  unit g u id an ce  by ex p erien ced  tank 
destro y er com m anders. T he 90m m  perso n n el have had little 
an ti-tank  tra in ing . Each gun  m ust have w ith  it an exp erien ced  
tank  destro y er o ffice r o r n o n -co m m issio n ed  o ffice r to  designate  
its targ e ts and e sp ec ia lly  to p rev en t firing  a t o u r ow n tanks, 
a rm ored  card , a rtille ry  and en g in eer trac to rs .

1 am  particu la rly  an x ious fo r the 3 -inch  and 90m m  guns to  be 
w orked  into a team  in w hich the 90m m  fire is re served  fo r heavv  
G erm an  tanks. It is u n derstood  that the  G erm an  heavy  tank  M k 
VI is em ployed  only , at rough, from  1 100 to  2000  yards. In th is 
hedgerow  country , th ey  are u n like ly  to  op era te  o f f  the good 
roads. T he 90m m  gun requ ires a little  tim e  to  un lim ber, 
em place , and conceal p roperly , and is, o f  course, pu re ly  a 
defensive  w eapon . T h ere fo re , the  90m m  guns should  be leap­
frogged  a long  the m ain  road, seek in g  sing le  gun p ositions w ith 
a field  o f  fire dow n the  road  abou t 1500 yards. T he 57m m  and 
3-9 inch guns should  seek  to can a lize  the  G erm an  tanks into the 
m ain  road  w here  the 90m m  gun aw aits them .

Since your tank  ba tta lio n  is not en g ag in g  in d ep en d en t tank 
a ttacks, I be lieve  the  question  o f  d irec t c o o p era tio n  be tw een  your 
tanks and the 90m m  gun can be d e ferred  in fav o r o f  d evelop ing  
first the an ti-tank  team w o rk  su ggested  above.

Please see th a t your ba tte ry  gets a good  sta rt and is carefu lly  
g u ided  in th is new  line o f  w ork . L et m e have your ideas on the 
sub ject as you go along.

Sincerely :

J. L A W T O N  C O L L IN S  
M ajor G enera l, U .S. A rm y,

C o m m an d in g

[Elmer writes: Enclosed is a photo copy o f the original 
document not altered in any way. Check the dateline o f  
July 9th, 1944. I have the original document in my so- 
called War Room with my other memorabilia. This order 
document was given to our battalion. We employed it 
whenever necessary. We were very useful and effective in 
the Battle o f the Bulge—in Belgium, Malmedy, St. Vith and 
Leglise and two other towns close by.]

CONFIDENTIAL

9 Ju ly  1944

M ajor G eneral M. S. Eddy,
C om m anding, 9th In fantry  D ivision,
APO #9, U nited S ta tes Arm y.

D ear Matt:

The A rm y C om m ander has a ttach ed  an an ti-a irc raft ba tta lion  o f  
90m m  guns to VII C orps to  deal w ith heavy  G erm an tanks. The 
90m m  guns can knock these  tanks out fron tally , w hich  the 3-inch

CONFIDENTIAL

C O P Y c

WANT TO TODDLE??
CHICAGO, CHICAGO... 

THAT TODDLIN’ TOWN

Frank Sinatra made it sound so adventuresome and fun.
T o d d lin g  m eans; w a lk in g  w ith  short to tte rin g  steps in the 

m an n er o f  a y o ung  child .
T o tte rin g  m eans: th rea ten in g  to  co llap se  o r m ove  unstead ily .
N ow  d o n ’t let th a t d isco u rag e  you, ’cause  w e ’re go in g  to  have 

fun and  be ad v en tu reso m e anyw ay.
So, pack  your bags and jo in  us at the  L in co ln sh ire  M arrio tt 

R esort, S ep tem b er 25-30, 2007 , in L inco ln sh ire , I l l in o is -o n  the 
north  shore o f  C hicago .

D o n ’t fo rget to  b ring  a w arm  w rap  o f  som e ty p e —the w inds o ff  
o f  the lakes can be ra th e r c risp  w hen  au tu m n  ro lls  a ro u n d .a
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VETRR ANS OF THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE CERTIFICATE

♦  

o

VETERANS OF THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE
• K n f ^ r  yr,  / y  t t / /  f / w (

.T/k' .'/iff//A f./'t/,f .f>»/f/f‘.
I Mf»f/Ht*fn /y f/t*' ■ 'Jtmy

J fi y u H i ta iy  J fH  ',

The Veterans o f  the Battle o f  the 
Bulge Assn is proud to offei d full to lo i 11" 
by 17" certificate, which may be ordered by 
any veteran who received credit for the 
Ardennes Campaign. It a ttests that you 
participated in, endured and survived the 
greatest land battle ever fought by the US 
Army You do not have to  be a member o f  
the VBOB Assn in order to  order one but 
you must have received the Ardennes credit. 
This beautiful certificate is produced on 
parchment-like stock and is outlined by the 
full color W W II insignias o f  the major units 
that fought in the Battle o f  the Bulge 
starting with the 12th Army Group followed 
numerically with Armies, C orps and 
Divisions and the two Army Air Forces We 
wished that each unit insignia could have 
been shown but with approxim ately 2000 

units that participated in the Bulge it was impossible. How ever any unit which served in the Bulge would have been attached to  or 
reported through one o f  the unit insignia depicted. You may want to  add one o f  your original patches to the certificate, when you 
receive it. Units were researched in the Official General Order No 114 for Units Entitled to  the ARDENNES Battle Credit and will be 
the basis for sale o f  this certificate. The unit insignias shown are also those used in the design o f  the Battle o f  the Bulge Memorial 
Conference Table dedicated and on view in the Garrison Library at Ft Meade, MD (open M on & Wed 12:30-3 .00 PM. The requests 
to  date have been overwhelming, therefore we would request that you allow approximately 3-4 weeks for delivery.

A Special Certificate is available to  spouses or children o f  those who made the Supreme Sacrifice in the Battle o f  the Bulge or 
who died o f  wounds received in the Battle o f  the Bulge The individual request should have the date and place o f death and be certified 
by the family requestor or by a buddy who was present Multiple copies o f  the same certificate may be ordered if you have a number 
o f  children/grandchildren. Rank or command during the Bulge is preferred. It will be abbreviated to  the WWII or three character 
standard. The certificate will be sliipped rolicu in a piOlcClivc mmling Luuc. Flcasc be suic Lo piace your name, service number and 
u n it as you w ould  like it to  a p p e a r  on th e  certificate. The unit name should as full as possible as you want someone leading it to 
understand what unit you were in W e will abbreviate it as necessary It is important that you type or print this information. The unit 
m ust be one o f  the 2000 units authorized for the Ardennes Campaign credit The cost of the certificate is $15.00 postpaid.

Unfortunately we do not have auy more rraines available at this lime. John Bowen is presently trying to arrange 
with other suppliers who will produce these special sizes in quantities of 100. This may result in a higher frame cost. Our 

previous order had to he for 500 frames which took over three years to sell and resulted in the non use of a garage where they
were stored. We will keep you posted.

VETERANS OF THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE CERTIFICATE ORDER BLANK
I request an 11" x 17" Certificate and certif^ that I received credit for the Ardennes Campaign during my military service I have 
enclosed a check for $15.00 for the Certificate. Please include the following information that I would like on the certificate:

First Name MI Ijist Name Serial Number

OrgamzaUon:Company, Battalion and/or Regt, Division

□Killed in Action Location DDied o f  W ounds

Rank (Optional)

□POW
date place date

M A ILIN G INFORMATION:
dates Camp

Name Street Address Apt No.

City State 

VBOB Member. Yes No

Zip + 4 Code

Telephone Number (In case we need to call you) not a requirement Signature & date 
.Make checks out to VBOB for $15.00. O rders should be mailed to VBOB C ertificate. PO Box 101418. .Arlineton. VA 22210-4418. Ouestions can be 
directed to John Bowen, 301 384-6533, Certificate C hairm an.

m e  BULGE BUGLE 29 August 200



THANK GOODNESS FOR DUDS

Edward Echmalian 
557th Ordnance Heavy Maintenance 

Company (TK)

D ecem b er 18, 1944: W e w ere  aw akened  by the sound o f  a 
b reak in g  g lass w indow ; by  a p iece  o f  shrapnel b reak ing  a glass 
w indow  and  p ie rc in g  a c loset co n ta in in g  som e hang ing  clo thes.

A ll o f  us god  u p - d id n ’t speak  a w ord and go t our c lo thes on. 
It w as ex ac tly  th ree  o ’clock  in the m orn ing . For us, that w as the 
beg in n in g  o f  th e  B attle  o f  the B ulge.

W e w ere  on the  fourth  floo r o f  the cab le  w orks (still there  but 
g reatly  ex p an d ed ) in E upen , B elgium .

W e w en t dow n to  the  c e lla r  o f  the bu ild ing  w here an ordnance 
co m pany  w as stay ing . T hey  had had a p rev ious experience  
w here  they  su ffered  som e casu altie s and knew  be tte r than  that. 
W e w ere  th en  to ld  to  line up fo r chow . B efore we could  form  
the  line, th ree  she lls  cam e sc ream in g  in. The shells w ere really  
scream ing .

A fter w e w ere  ou tside  on the g round, w e heard  th ree  shells 
sc ream in g  at us to  h it the  g ro u n d -w h ic h  w e did. 1 w as to ld  by 
a fe llow  o rd nance  m an  that m y carb ine  really  hit the ground. 
T hat w as fo llow ed  by th ree  m ore shells scream ing  at us to  hit 
the  g ro u n d -w h ic h  w e did again . N one o f  the shells exp loded  
n earby  and w ere  duds.

A fe llow  o rd nance  m an fo llow ed  up the  recovery  o f  the shells. 
T hey  w ere  170m m  shells.

A bout tw o  n igh ts later, a  coup le  o f  ou r guards w ere  w alk ing  
o ff  a detail w hen th ey  heard  a shell com ing  in. T hey  heard  a 
bom b hit the w all o f  a sm all bu ild ing. It put a large hole 
th rough  the  w all o f  the  bu ild ing . A recovery  tech n ician  from  the 
ordnance w as la te r av ailab le  to  defuse  the shell.

T hat w as o u r ex p erien ce  o f  the beg inn ing  o f  the B attle  o f  the 
B ulge. It w as o v er a w eek  before  w e w ere  to ld  to  leave and 
m ake o u r w ay  to H uy, B e lg iu m .□

SUSQUEHANNA CHAPTER 
VA VOLUNTEERS
A copy o f  a V A V S Sum m ary  o f  A nnual Jo in t R eview  inform s 
us that the S usquehanna  C h ap te r is co n tinu ing  its w ork  assisting  
the W ilkes B arre, P ennsy lvan ia , V eterans A dm in istra tion  M edical 
C enter.

G reat w o rk .n

740TH TANK BATTALION 
DIARY OF A MEDIC

Preserved by S/Sgt Howard E. Small 
Author Unknown

[The following article appeared in the July 2006 issue o f  
the tank battalion's newsletter, "Newsletter and Historical 
Quarterly. It is a continuation o f  an earlier article.]

W e h eard  o ver the rad io  o f  the  G erm an  b reak th ro u g h  and  we 
knew  w e w ere  go ing  to  go  into battle . T he n igh t the  G erm an 
break th rough  sta rted , w e saw  and  h eard  G erm an  p lanes and they 
dropped  flares and w e th o u g h t for sure  th ey  w ere  p a rachu tists , 
so w e d id n ’t sleep  m uch.

O ur co m pan ies sta rted  leav ing  (A u b in -N e u fch a tea u )a s  soon as 
possib le  and left at 10:25 a .m ., D ecem b er 19, 1944, no t know ing  
w hen  or w here  w e w o u ld  m ee t the  G erm ans. W e a rrived  at 
Sprim ont, B elg ium , 19 D ecem b er 1944 a t n igh t and  everyone  
w as re treating  and rum ors w ere  th a t the  G erm ans w ere  still 
com ing  our w ay, all the  o rd nance  co m p an ies  w ere  pu llin g  out 
and leav ing  th e ir veh ic les  so w e go t w h a tev e r tanks, peeps, 
a rm ored  cars, and any th in g  w e cou ld  find  and  rushed  in to  battle .

W e set up ou r first co m b at-a id  sta tion  in a dry  goods store , run 
by M arcella . O ur first casu a lty  w as M addox , w e trea ted  him  and 
kep t him  w ith  us. W e m oved  to a ch a teau  in S prim on t and on 
C hristm as Eve w e saw  a trem en d o u s a ir  b a ttle  and  a lot o f  
A m erican  b om bers and  figh ters w ere  k n o cked  dow n. Left 
S prim ont 26 D ecem b er 1944 and  arriv ed  1/2 m ile  no rth east o f  
Spa, B elg ium , fo r a rest bu t w e left 9 :00  in the m o rn in g  on the 
29th  o f  D ecem ber, 1944. W e fo ugh t w ith  the  30 th  In fantry  
D ivision but on the  29 th  o f  D ecem b er w e w ere  sen t to the  82nd 
Infantry  D ivision and w e a rrived  ou t in the  open  fie ld  near a 
w ooded  area  n ea r C hevron , B elg ium , on th e  30th  o f  D ecem b er 
1944, W e lived  in a house th a t had  a large w ood shed  and  it 
w as so co ld  and G erm ans w ere  ju s t  o v er the  nex t hill. T he 82nd 
A irborne fe llow s w ere  in fo x -h o les all a ro u n d  us. W e finally  
found an old farm  house  fo r the a id -s ta tio n , near an a rtille ry  
ba tte ry  and  w e th o ugh t by the sound  w ere  past the  fron t line.

...W e w ere in a lot o f  ba ttles  in th is  a rea  w ith  the 82nd 
A irborne D ivision. T his is w here  Sm all &  H olm an ro lled  th e ir 
w eapons carrie r o ver a  c liff, the  roads w ere  so icy on the  w ay  to 
the c learin g  station.

W e left C hevron , B elg ium , 10 Jan uary , 1945, and  a rriv ed  at 
W inam planche , B elg ium , fo r a rest. W e had m ov ies there , but 
it w as aw ful cold . W e w en t to Spa several tim es and to o k  a 
m ineral bath. L eft W in am p lan ch e , B e lg ium , and  a rrived  at a 
little  v illage  near S tavelo t and  w ere  shocked  at the sigh ts o f  
th ings the G erm ans had done.

W e fought a round  L eG le ize , S toum ont and the  su rround ing  
area. W e m oved  to  a sho t up old hotel in R echt, B elg ium , 28 
January  1945. A rtille ry  n early  shook  the  p lace  d ow n—w e w ere 
the first A m ericans to  occupy  th is  little  p ro -N azi tow n. W e 
m oved  to  A n d erstrase , B elg ium , 30 Jan uary , 1945, and  there  
w ere  dead  G erm ans ev ery w h ere , th ey  w ere  still fig h tin g  hard  but 
w e w ere  g rad u ally  pu sh in g  them  out o f  the  B ulge. T he w eath e r 
w as so cold , snow y and  bad  it w as as h ard  to  figh t as the 
G erm ans.

L eft A nderstasse  1 F ebruary  1 9 4 5 -a rr iv e d  at M edell, B elgium . 
F ierce  figh ting  w ent on at U denbreth  and G erm an s w ere  k illed  
by large g roups at a tim e. W e en te red  G erm an y  for the  first 
tim e and pushed  th rough  the  S ieg fried  L ine n ea r there . W e 
pu lled  back to  H ebronval, B elg ium , fo r a re st 5 F ebruary  1945 
and w e w ere de tach ed  from  the  82nd  A irb o rn e  D ivision.

W e left H ebronval 8 F eb ru ary  1945, and w en t to  K ornel- 
m uenster, G erm any , n ear A ach en , B rad and  S to leberg .

[This completed the Battle o f  the Bulge fo r  the 740th Medics. ]a

LOOK TO SEE IF YOUR DUES ARE DUE.
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VBOB QUARTERMASTER 
ORDER FORM 

AUGUST, 2007
P i e a s ^ T h i^ h ^ o H o w in ^ T e r n ^ o ^

Nanne
(first) (last) (phone #-will call only if there is a problem)

(no ) (street) (city) (state) (zip)

Item D escription Price Each Quantity Total Price

VBOB Logo Patch - 3" $ 4.50 $

VBOB Logo Patch - 4" $ 5.50 $

VBOB Logo Decal - 4" $ 1.25 $

VBOB Windshtekj Logo - 4" $ 1.25 $

VBOB Logo Stickers - V/4" (in quantities of 10) 10 for $1.25 $

Baseball Cap w/3" VBOB Logo Patch - Navy only $ 10.00 $

W indbreaker w/4" VBOB Logo Patch - Navy only
P lesse  circle siz9  (th9y run a little snug):  S M L XL XXL XXXL 
PO(L and  XXXL  - s e e  prices)

$ 25.00 (S. M. L and XL) 
$ 26.00 for XXL 
S 27.00 for XXXL

$

VBOB Logo Lapel Pin - $ 5 .00 $

Miniat'jrc VBOB Logo Msds! w/Ribbcn (pir. cn N*ps) t  o cn

VBOB Logo Belt Buckie -
iwMfv wi ii/f/o  (r lo o a o  uifu/v Offvrwv/

$ 16.00 S

VBOB Logo Bolo Tie - 
Silver (one or Gold tone (Please circle choice)

$ 16.00 S

VBOB License Plate Frame w/Logos - White plastic w/B!ack printing $ 5.00 $

V B O B  100 Sheet Notepad w/Logo - **This Note Is From... A Veteran of the 
S a n h  o f the S u /g e"  - 'A'hile oaoer with B lu e  printinQ

$ 3.00 $

BACK IN STOCK
Large VBOB Logo NecK Medallion w/ribbon 
Ideal for insertion in medal shadow box

$ 25.00 $

VBOB Tote Bag-SOLD OUT $

Only Cash, Check, or Money Order Accepted 
Make ch ecks  payable  to: "VBOB" - and  nnail o rders  to  VBOB-QM, PO Box 101418, Arlington, VA 22210-4418

Shipping and  Handling:
SO 00 to $5-00 - $ 2.00
S5.01 to $10 00 - $ 3.00 
$10.01 and over - $ 4 (X)
P lease  add  $1.00 to  for all items sh ipp ed  ou ts ide  the USA.

DO NOT INCLUDE ANY OTHER MONIES WITH QM PAYMENT
Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery

C ost of items:

S&H:

Total:

Office Use Only -  Do Not VYrite Below This Line

Date Received:

Payment: Cash Check MO

THE BULG t BUULh

Date Mailed:. 

Check No.:
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TOGETHER...
WE WILL REMEMBER THEM 

AT THE VBOB REUNION 
SEPTEMBER 25-30, 2007, 

Lincolnshire Marriott Resort in Lincolnshire, IL

OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Do not write above this line

Name.

Address. 

City____

--------- Detach and M ail---------------------------
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
VETERANS OF THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE
PO Box 101418, Arlington, Virginia 22210-4418 

Annual D ues  $15

□  New Member □  Renewal - Member #.

________Birthdate _

. Phone( )_ 

__State_____ -Zip.

All new members, please provide the followmg information:

Campaign(s)___________________________________________________________________

Unit(s) to wt)ich assigned during period December 16,1944 ■ January25, 1945 - Division_______

Regiment__________________________________________ Battalion____________________

Company___________________________________________Other______________________

Make check or money order payable to VBOB
and mail with this application to above address: Applicants Signature___________________

OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Do not write at)ove this line


