
T H E  O F F IC IA L  P U B L IC A T IO N  • V E T E R A N S  O F  T H E  B A T T L E  O F  T H E  B U L G E , IN C .

V O L U M E  X X V I N U M B E R  1 T H E  A R D E N N E S  C A M P A IG N F E B R U A R Y  2007

DESTROYERS
For psychological reasons, General Marshall decided that 
anti-tank units should be renamed Tank Destroyers.

■;S.

A s day one o f  the B attle  o f  the B ulge drew  near,
A m erican  tank  destroyers w ould  be thorough ly  tested. 
T h eir m ission  w ould  be defensive: S hould  A m erican  tanks 
avo id  fighting  enem y tanks?  C ould  tow ed  gun  crew s 
surv ive and  w in?  C ou ld  the ligh tly  arm ored  M -lO ’s and 
M -1 8 ’s w ith  the ir shoo t-and-scoo t tac tics deal successfu lly  
w ith  G erm an  arm or?

By R alph S torm  
1 1th A rm ored  D iv ision  
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In fan try  B atta lion  
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CONTACT THE CHAPTER IN YOUK AREA. 
YOU WILL BE GLAD YOU DIO.

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO START A 
CHAPTER IN YOUR AREA. LET US KNOW. 
W E’LL SEND YOU NECFRSARY DETAILS.

H IE: B U LC iF: B U C I I J ’: l ' cbruar> 200 7



President's Message

Stanley Wojtusik

L e t’s sta rt 2007  w ith  m y w ish  for a H appy  N ew  Y ear for you, 
yo u r fam ily  and  cou n tless  friends.

H isto ric  d o cu m en ta tio n  o f  the  B attle  o f  the B ulge m ade great 
strides in 20 0 6  w h ile  co m m u n itie s  across the  coun try  paused  to 
reco g n ize  and  h o n o r ve te ran s w ho no t on ly  answ ered  the call o f  
th e ir  n a tion  bu t h ave  an sw ered  the 
call o f  th e ir  local tow ns. A cco- 
lades w ere  rece iv ed  from  c itizen s 
re sp ec tin g  an d  ad m irin g  the  e x ­
am ple  v e te ran s  have set, the 
co u rag e  an d  p e rsev e ran ce  v e terans 
have show n and  the  pub lic  serv ice  
v e te ran s have  g iven .

S p o tlig h tin g  one m ajo r a ch iev e ­
m en t w as the  M ay 8, 2006 , d e d ic a ­
tion  o f  o u r M em oria l in A rling ton  
N a tio n a l C em etery . Y ears and 
m o n th s o f  ‘yes, no , m a y b e ’; m any  
ob stac les , d isap p o in tm en t and 
d esp a ir w ere  m et head  on w ith ,  
incred ib le  d e te rm in a tio n , hope and 
p e rsis ten t b e lie f  o u r ‘T riu m p h  o f  
C o u ra g e ’ w a rran ted  a m ore  v isib le
‘inv estm en t in h is to ry ’ sp an n in g  life tim es into the  fu ture. W ith 
s incere  ap p rec ia tio n  fo r 62 y ears  o f  liberty , the unselfish , 
g en ero u s d o n a tio n  by the  g ra te fu l p eop le  o f  the K ingdom  o f  
B elg ium  and  the  G rand  D uchy  o f  L ux em b o u rg  o ffset the 
c o n stru c tio n  costs. O u r T R IB U T E  T O  W O R L D  W A R  11 
A M E R IC A N  S O L D IE R S  W H O  F O U G H T  T H E  G R E A T E S T  
L A N D  B A T T L E  IN T H E  H IS T O R Y  O F T H E  U N IT E D  
S T A T E S  A R M Y  IN T H E  A R D E N N E S -D E C E M B E R  16, 1944 
T O  JA N U A R Y  25 , 1945 g en era ted  fron t page head lines, 
v ic to rio u s sto ries , v ideo  p rod u c tio n s, p h o tographs, tears and 
sm iles bo th  he re  and  abroad . T he gen tle  rain  (teard rops from  
h eav en ) at the  o u t-s ta rt o f  the  d ed ica tio n  cerem o n y  obed ien tly  
sub sid ed  upon  the  arriva l o f  H is E x ce llen cy  G uy V erhofstad t. 
P rim e M in iste r o f  B elg ium ; H er E x ce llen cy  O c tav ie  M odert, 
S ec re ta ry  o f  S ta te  for C u ltu re  o f  L u x em bourg ; H onorab le  R. 
Jam es N ich o lso n , S ecre tary , V e teran s A ffa irs D epartm ent; 
H o n orab le  C o n g ressm an  C h ris to p h er H. Sm ith , the v e te ran ’s 
friend  from  N ew  Jersey ; H is E x ce llen cy  Frans von D aele, 
A m b assad o r o f  B elg ium ; H is E x ce llen cy  Joseph  W eyland , 
A m b assad o r o f  L u xem bourg ; ou r friend  and  ‘b ro th e r’ Brig. G en. 
D any  E. V an  de V en, D efense, M ilita ry , N aval and  A ir A ttache  
o f  B elg ium ; H o n orab le  T om  C. K oro logos, U .S. A m bassador to 
B elg ium ; H o n orab le  Ph ilippe  C o lla rd , M ayor o f  B astogne, 
B e lg iu m ; C o m m an d er B audou in  L itt, B elg ian  E m bassy; Paul 
S chm it and  M onique T hill, L u x em b o u rg  E m bassy; foreign 
M ilita ry  A ttach es o f  ou r A llied  F orces that fought w ith  us in the 
B attle  o f  the B ulge; G enera l H arry  W . O. K innard . G eneral 
W illiam  A. K now lton , M rs. G eorge  S. Patton , Jr., and  her sister, 
M rs. R ichard  R oberson ; S u p e rin ten d en t John C. M etzler, Jr., and 
H isto rian  T om  Sherlock , A rlin g to n  N a tio n a l C em etery ; R ose and 
C h arles  D eC h risto p h er; b u slo ad s o f  o u r ve te ran s from  D elaw are  
V a lley  C h ap te r, L eh igh  V a lley  C h ap te r and W ashing ton , D .C ., 
V e teran s H om e; and  m an y  o th er v e te ran s , th e ir fam ilies and 
friends.

T he o ffic ia l V eteran s o f  the  B a ttle  o f  the B ulge C erem onial 
F lag  w ith  stand  w as p resen ted  to  H onorab le  C hris H. Sm ith , o f

N ew  Jersey , w h ich  w ill be p u b lic ly  d isp lay ed  in W ash ing ton ,
D .C . O ur friend . C o n g ressm an  Sm ith  and  his s ta f f  do g g ed ly  
p ursued  H R 5055, w ritten  in to  the o ffic ia l Congressional Record 
and  signed  into law  by  P residen t G eorge  W . B ush, g ran tin g  
p erm ission  for co n stru c tio n  o f  o u r m em o ria l in A rling ton  
N ational C em etery , W e ’re g ra te fu l to  S u p erin ten d en t John C. 
M etzler, Jr., and  H isto rian  T om  S h erlock  fo r the  sp ec tacu la r 
location  at M cPherson  and  P o rte r R oad  and  also , a lo n g  w ith 
Brig. G en. D any  E. V an de V en and C o m m a n d e r B audou in  L itt, 
th e ir friendsh ip , u n d e rstan d in g  and  ex p ertise  th ro u g h o u t the 
process.

T o fu rth er accen tu a te  o u r s ta tus as a strong, v iab le  
o rgan iza tio n , in an o th er u n p reced en ted  ach iev em en t. V e teran s o f  
the B attle  o f  the B ulge w ere  h onored  w ith  a v isit by a m em b er 
o f  T he P re s id en t’s C ab ine t. On D ecem b er 10, 2006 , T he 
H onorab le  S ecretary  o f  th e  V e terans A ffa irs  D ep artm en t, R. 
Jam es N icho lson , can ce led  h is p rev io u sly  booked  sch ed u le  to  be 
in C a lifo rn ia  an d  jo in e d  m em b ers o f  the  D e law are  V alley  
C h ap te r at the  A nnual C o m m em o ra tiv e  C hapel S erv ice  & 
L uncheon  and L ay ing  a W reath  o f  R em em b ran ce  at o u r 
In terna tiona l M o n u m en t at V a lley  Forge  M ilita ry  A cad em y  and 
C o llege  in W ayne, P enn sy lv an ia . H onored  g u ests  w ere  V e terans 
o f  the B attle  o f  the  B u lge, H onorab le  Jim  N ich o lso n , B rig. G en. 
D any E. V an de V en, C o m m an d e r & M rs. B audou in  L itt, 
V F M A & C  P residen t and  M rs. T ony  M cG eo rg e, C a rlis le  W ar 
C o llege  C o lonel &  M rs. T om  S w eeney  and  M r. &  M rs. C h arles 
D eC hristopher.

W ith  coo p era tio n  and  p a rtic ip a tio n  o f  o u r 66 ch ap ters , 
ack n o w led g m en t o f  the  B attle  o f  the B ulge is en g rav ed  in g ran ite  
across the  country . Y o u ’ve h eard  it b e fo re  bu t it sounds g rea t to  
r e p e a t-w e c a n  p ro u d ly  bo ast o f  m o n u m en ts  loca ted  in R o chester, 
N Y ; Ind ian tow n G ap , PA ; W in te r Park , FL; San F rancisco , C A ; 
Q uincy , M A ; W orcester, M A ; O rlando , FL; St. L ouis , M O ; 
R itm an, O H ; T rav erse  C ity , M I; M elb o u rn e , FI; W in ch en d o n , 
M A ; Fort M eade, M D ; C o lo rad o  S prings, C O ; A rm y  W ar 
C ollege , C arlisle , PA ; V a lley  Force M ilita ry  A cad em y  & 
C o llege , W ayne, PA; and  tw o  in A rlin g to n  N a tio n a l C em etery .

Sadly  m issed  at the  H isto rica l F o u n dation  O b serv an ces w as 
V B O B  Past P residen t an d  fo rm er H isto rical Foundation  M an o f  
the  Y ear W illiam  T. G reen v ille  (86 th  C h em ica l M oto r B atta lio n ), 
w ho had  been laid  to  rest w ith  fu ll m ilita ry  honors at A rling ton  
N a tio n a l C em etery  on D ecem b er 15, 2006 . T h e  cerem o n y  w as 
a ttended  by a co n tin g en t o f  fe llow  v e te ran s  in tow n for the 
D ecem b er 16th C o m m em o rativ e  B an q u et at the  D ouble  T ree 
H ilton  C rysta l C ity  H otel. B ill e n co u rag ed  m e to  jo in  the 
N ationa l O rg an iza tio n . O ur co n d o len ces to  h is w ife , "M udge," 
and his fam ily . B ill w ill be m issed  by  all. (Continued on Pane lO)
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
REBUTTAL TO U.S. & GERMAN FIELD 
ARTILLERY IN THE BULGE

T he French  75 w as furnished and deployed to 
H eadquarte rs  C om pany, 55th Armored Infantry Battalion.
I se rved  on a m achine gun crew  w hen a th ree  m an 75 mm 
gun, w heel m ounted, crew  w heeled  up to a  railroad track. 
21st A rm ored Infantry Battalion, C om pany A. w as attacking 
the  town, probably R ecogne, down the  hill. I w as 
aston ished . W e w ere in a fire fight.

Following is from C hap ter 3 of my mem oirs:
In the spring o f 1942 I w ent to work for the U.S. 

A rm y Detroit Ordnance District. !\Ay early tasks  
included finding m easuring gu ages for arm am ent that 
had not been  seen  since World War I.

G au g es  for the  French 75 w as one of the sub jec ts of my 
search .

Following is from C hap ter 4 of my memoirs:
From our position next to a railroad track at the top 

of a hill, w e looked down at a sm all town about 800  
yards away. B etw een  the town and the track our 
troops en g a g ed  the en em y in c lose fighting and 
hand-to-hand com bat. W e open ed  fire and directed  
an alm ost continuous stream  of bullets at en em y  
targets. Within m inutes an en em y mortar shell 
dropped  the three-m an crew  of the 75-mm gun 10 
yards to the right o f us.

It could easily  be a ssu m ed  that said "U.S. & G erm an 
Field Artillery in the Battle of the Bulge" is a  contrived effort 
uf d reuilleiunibl and ii would be interesting to read the 
opinions of o thers  who read  it.

M. E. "Mike" N o sa n o v
11 ARMD 55 AIB HQ

PROXIMITY F U SES
i w as an  artiilery m an in the  953rd i-ieid Artillery Battalion 
(V C orps) in ETO, 4th G un Section, N um ber 1 Man (I fired 
{h0 howitzer)

! noticed a s  the  proximity fuse w as used  it Vvorked a s  
designed  ex cep t on cloudy or rainy days. On overcast 
days a s  our battery f i re d -a s  the shells en tered  the clouds 
one  or two shells exploded b e c a u se  of the  density of the 
clouds. As the  shells on the dow nward cou rse  of its 
trajectory an o th e r one or two would explode and the target 
would not receive four detonations but b e c a u se  of the 
m oisture (drops of rain) we would have prem ature 
explosions. W e could s e e  this happening w hen dark.

T hank you, C harles Biggio, for your information on 
artillery.

A n th o n y  S te fan  
(aka A n th o n y  S te f a n c a v a g e )  

953 FA BN C

A SALUTE TO NURSES
As a ve te ran  of the Battle of the Bulge, I can  appreciate  
the  d isappoin tm ent of Ruth P uryear and o ther arm y nu rses 
for not being m entioned on the new m o n u m e n t  in A riinn tnn

(N ovem ber issue). I w as severely  w ounded in the vicinity 
of B astogne in January  1945 and w as fortunate in being 
brought to a M ash Unit (39th E vacuation Hospital). After 
surgery, I needed  and received nursing care  24 hours a 
day.

For the gift of life I received, I thank the good Lord and 
the medical profession which includes the skill, knowledge 
and k indness of nurses. Since I married a nurse, I include 
her in my prayers for the 53 y ears  w e have been together.

Ed M o rg en s te rn  
17 ABND 195 GIR

A GRATEFUL PATIENT
I enjoyed the article, "The Night Before C hnstm as, 
B astogne, 1944." by Dr. Prior. I w as one of his patients in 
his battalion aid station and a m em ber of the 20th Armored 
infantry Battalion. Lucky for me, I w as not there  on 
C hristm as Eve, but just arriving a t an arm y hospital in 
Paris.

Captain Prior had sen t a  couple of am bulances out into 
the fog hoping that the G erm ans would let the seriously 
injured through. They did and I survived although they had 
to am puta te  my leg on C hristm as moring to get rid of the 
gangrene.

T hanks for the fine publications.
D onald  J .  A d d e r
10 ARMD 20 AIB

[Lion n ss  vvriuen a oooK, sntnieG "Novnie U utpost to 
B ostogn e." If you are in terested  in purchasing a 
r.nnv his ?>ddress 1122 Houston .Acres HI
MiHsoro, D elawary 19966-1625. C ost is $17 00_ 
including shipping and handling.]

LEST WE FORGET
As su g g ested  in The Bulge Bugle, I have again con tac ted  
and corrobrated with a  few of my veteran  friends to m ake 
certain that they join m e on New Y ear's  Day, 2007, to drink 
a  toas t at the  scheduled  hour to honor the fallen of "BOB." 
The following will do so: T had Conway, 575th AAA 
Battalion, Buffalo, New York; Frank Witkowski, 75th 
Infantry Division, Buffalo, New York; Frank Tichy, 575th 
AAA Battalion, Alden, New York; Lloyd Sheldon, 575th 
AAA Battalion, M esa, Arizona; Fred Sliwicki, USN (Ret.), 
San tee , California.

The g lass will be lifted by all at the  coordinated hour of 
3:00 p.m. E astern  Time.

T had  C o nw av  
575 AAA BN

[Thanks, Thad. appreciate the feed  back.]

CORRECTION
G reat issue!

Constructive com m ent: page  14 [N ovem ber 2006 issue) 
ending sen ten ce  should read 150mm, NOT 105mm a s  w as 
written.

Phillip W. R o b b in s
4 INFD 12 INF 2 BN E&F
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A CHANGE OF HEART
My heart is so  sad  to d a y - l’m watching the o b serv an ces for 
V eterans Day and  thinking, "I’m not sending any more 
m oney to this organization b ecau se  I never s e e  any nam es 
or h ear aything about the  87th R econnaissance  Company. 
Then, it occurred to m e th a t's  b ecau se  of the 157 m en in 
the com pany only 21 returned. My husband  w ent under 
the tank, w hen they w ere being bom barded so  heavily-- 
concussion  threw  him face  up and broke off his teeth  and 
bruised his face--that sav ed  his life. I’ve tried several 
tim es to get acknow ledge of his se rv ic e -h e  w as told all 
records w ere burned in K ansas.

[My husband  w as] 1st Sgt John  J. Link. He enlisted to be 
in the ho rse  cavalry and w as first in the 1st Armored 
Division, then the 2nd A rm ored and then the third alw ays 
in reconna issance . He drove tanks in G eneral P atton ’s 
m aneuvers in the  d e se rt and knew him personally. He 
fought all the way ac ro ss  Europe--M etz, Holland, Belgium, 
etc., etc.

He w as also  in the 7th A rm ored -w en t o v e rsea s  with that 
division.

Jo e  R am set w as his Captain.
[John died over 32 yea rs  ago ] Im ogens would like 
to have information about her husband or his unit. If 
anyone can help her, p lea se  do so. She wants her 
children to have information regrding his service. 
A ny information will help. Her address is: 107 W est 
School Street, Trenton, Texas 75490-2310.]

Im o g e n e  Link 
A s s o c i a te  IVIember

. ..BROUGHT BACK MEMORIES
Enjoyed the  recen t issue  of the m agazine (November, 
2007). T he article by Dr. Jack  Prior w as interesting a s  my 
wife recognized him a s  an old family friend who had grown 
up in St. A lbans, Vermont.

In the article, he m entioned working with a Dr. Serrell. I 
believe he w as referring to Dr. Howard Serrell, of 
G reenwich, C onnecticut, who w as chief of surgery when I 
interned at tha t hospital after the war. W e had many 
d iscussions regarding the Bulge.

The last point of in terest w as the letter from Ruth 
Puryear, who w as a nu rse  in the 107th Evac Hospital, 
w here I served  a s  an operating technician.

I have enjoyed the m agazine.
R o b e r t  E. S ta n to n

107 EVAC HOSP

FIELD ARTILLERY W EAPO NS
T he article (in the N ovem ber issue) "U.S. and G erm an 
Artillery in the Battle of the  Bulge," subm itted by C harles P. 
Biggio, Jr., w as nost informative and m ost interesting.

Mr Biggio highlighted "artillery w eapons and organizations 
in the Bulge," specifically noting the battle of E lsen b o rn - 
and d iscu ssed  the participation of the 1st, 9th, and the 99th 
D ivisions-I w as a m em ber of the 955th Field Artillery 
Battalin, V C orps, in the  fire direction section and we 
provided artillery support, a s  needed , to th e se  divisions. 

As I s ta ted  above, the article w as m ost informative and

m ost in teresting-how ever, the  article s ta ted  in part "As the 
Battle of E lsenborn began  on D ecem ber 16, 1944, the 
G erm an artillery of the  6th P an ze r Army greatly 
outnum bered the guns of the  opposing V C orps e le m e n ts -  
1222 to 314 (thus belying the myth that the Am erican 
artillery alw ays outnum bered  the G erm ans). For details on 
the w eapons and organization of the  artillery and 
organization of the artillery a t E lsenborn s e e  C hart A for 
the G erm an O rder of Battle and s e e  C hart B for the 
A merican O rder of Battle. (C harts a p p e a r  a t the end of 
this article). T h ese  charts  p resen t a picture of the 
w eapons involved and the  artillery organizations. P lea se  
note! T h ese  charts  did not ap p e a r  in this article.

I believe th e se  charts  would be m ost informative and very 
interesting and support m uch of w hat Mr. Biggio w as 
reporting in his article. C an you p lea se  print th e se  charts  
in the next issue  of The Bulge Bugle?

[The charts w ere p ro c e sse d  with the article to the 
printer, we will try to locate them -although  it m ay be  
that we will have to publish them  in a future article or 
m ake them available upon request. S pace  availability 
did not allow us to print them with the original article ]  

Again, a s  alw ays, I would like to thank you for the g rea t 
work you a re  doing in publishing of the  m agazine for over 
th e se  many y e a rs - i t  is really app rec ia ted -esp ec ia lly  now 
a s  we a re  getting older and a s  w e a re  rem inded of those  
days of "Way back w hen..."

Felix M elleno 
955 FA BN

SETTING THE RECORD STRAIGHT
I have read the article "Setting the  R ecord Straight" se n t by 
T hom as Williams of the 761st Tank Battalion which w as 
the unit’s  Presidential Unit Citation received on January  24, 
1978, from Presiden t Jimmy C arter. Evidently this article 
w as never reviewed by the military for accuracy, I am  
enclosing an article that I w rote for the 87th Division in 
1993 which contains som e of my findings with this and 
o ther written articles.

H enry P. Dart, Jr .  
87 INFD 346 MED I

[W e have not printed Mr Dart's article a s  we had  
previously received  an article from Michael Petrick  
and sp a ce  did not allow us to u se  the material. We 
will, however, print his information in a future article ]

CHARTS FOR THE ARTILLERY ARTICLE
Thank you very much for publishing my long article on the 
Artillery in The Bugle. I have received many 
com plim entary letters and phone calls from v e te ran s of the 
Bulge and I have you to thank for that. However, every 
one of them  asked  the  sam e  question: W here a re  the 
th ree  charts  m entioned in the text?" which w ere supposed  
to ap p ea r at the end of the article (a s  noted on p age  11). 
T h ese  charts  a re  n ecessd a ry  for a full understanding of the 
text.

May I respectfully su g g es t tha t the  th ree  charts  be 
published in your next

(Continued)
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is su e --if it no t to o  m uch  troub !e--and  w hile th e  artic le  is still 
fre sh  in e v e ry o n e 's  mind.

C h a r l e s  P . B ig g io ,  J r .  
99 INFD

[L ack o f  s p a c e  d ic ta ted  a t the la s t m inute that w e  
cou ld  n o t include th e  charts. A s  this is su e  is  nearly  
c o m p le te , w e  are again fa c e d  with th e  sa m e  problem . 
W e will m a k e  th em  ava ilab le  in the M ay is su e  an d  for 
th o se  o f yo u  w ho w ould  like to rece ive  co p ie s  b y  
mail, p le a s e  s e n d  VBOB a se lf-a d d re sse d , s ta m p e d  
e n v e lo p e  a n d  m ark  "Charts" on the o u ts ide  o f  your  
e n v e lo p e  a n d  w e  will p h o to c o p y  th em  an d  mail them  
to  you . O ur a p o lo g ie s  to M r Biggio for not having  
including th em  with h is w onderful a r t id e - s p a c e  
ava ilab le  is  on e  o f our b ig g e s t p ro b lem s.]

R E: A R T IL L ER Y  A R TIC LE
Let m e  e x p re s s  b e la ted  th a n k s  to you  an d  all m e m b e rs  of 

th e  VBOB o rg an iza tio n  for the ir o u ts tan d in g  effo rts in 
o rgan iz ing  an d  carry ing  o u t th e  60 th  A nn iversary  program  
in B elgium  an d  L uxem bourg  tw o y e a rs  ago . I am  very 
g ra te fu l to h a v e  b e e n  a  p artic ipan t in th is m em o rab le  
ev en t.

A s a  fo rm er artillery m an , in s tru m en t an d  su rv ey  sec tion , 
"B" B attery , 66 6 th  Field Artillery B attalion, I w a s  especia lly  
in te re s te d  in th e  artic le  su b m itted  by C h a rle s  P. Biggio, Jr., 
of th e  99 th  Infantry Division. Do you h av e  his a d d re s s , 
w h e re  I m ight c o n ta c t him ?

S o m e th in g  m en tio n ed  in th e  article, w hich w a s  not 
inc luded , re fe rs  to "N ote in C h a rt A ' an d  ''C h a rt B ' a t the  
en d  of th e  article.

I am  in te re s te d  in ob ta in ing  a  copy  of th e  co m p le te  
article. Is it p o ss ib le  it m ight h a v e  b e e n  e x c e rp te d  from  a 
d ifferen t pub lica tion?  If so , could  I ob ta in  a  copy  from  th a t 
so u rc e ?  O f c o u rse , I w ould re im b u rse  w h a te v e r  c o s t m ight 
b e  involved

Dick W h ite  
666  FA BN B

[Vv'e h a v e  s e n t Mr. W hite the information h e  
rec ju ested .]

A GREAT BIG WELCOME 
lOTH ARMORED DIVISION 

MEMBERS
As you  m ay  or m ay  not know , the  10th A rm o red  D iv ision  held 
its last a sso c ia tio n  reun ion  th is  p ast S ep tem ber.

W hile , i t ’s a sad situation  to  have to  d isso lve  an a sso c ia tio n , we 
are h ea rten ed  th a t m em b ers o f  the  g roup  have been en couraged  
to  jo in  w ith  V B O B  in o rd e r th a t th ey  m ig h t p a rtic ip a te  in our 
reu n io n  and con tin u e  to rece iv e  in fo rm atio n  reg ard in g  the B attle  
o f  the  B ulge.

W e rea lize  that vve can n o t d u p lica te  the c lo sen ess th a t conies 
w ith  in d iv idua l asso c ia tio n s d ev o ted  to  one group , but w e a lw ays 
e n d eav o r to  p rov ide  w o rth w h ile  in fo rm ation  and  the opportun ity  
fo r such g roups to  get to g e th e r at the  V B O B  reunion .

W e w elco m e those  from  th e  10th w ho have jo in e d  w ith  us and 
I'lOpc tl'icit Pi'iOrc w ill uCCOii'iC iViCrriOCis soom.m

Members Speak Out
R obert A. C lem en s is in te res ted  in lo ca ting  an acq u a in tan ce  or 
fam ily  m em b er o f  P F C  W IL L IA M  (B IL L ) D. K ID N E Y , J R .,  
C O M P A N Y  B, 2 1 S T  A R M O R E D  IN F A N T R Y  B A T T A L IO N , 
I I T H  A R M O R E D  D IV IS IO N . B ill w as k illed  in action  in 
C h en o g n e  (so u th w est o f  B astogne) on D ecem ber 31, 1944. 
(O th er in fo n n a tio n  in d ica tes  K IA  in M oty  on January  2, 1945.) 
He is bu ried  in Sain t A vo id . F rance. B ill’s w ife ’s nam e w as 
V a lerie  M. K idney  o f  T oledo , O hio . H is p a ren ts w ere: W illiam  
and M arie  K idney , a lso  o f  T o ledo . I f  you  can  prov ide any 
in fo rm atio n  p lease  adv ise  R ojjert at: 130 C o ven try  C ircle, 
B rock ton , M assach u se tts  02301.

.Associate m.em.ber . \n to in e  .Nouens w ould  like to  find 
in fo rm atio n  on M IK E  H O W A N IC H , 51 ST  A R M O R E D  
IN F A N T R Y  B A T T A L IO N , M E D IC . He recen tly  found  his 
ja c k e t at a flee  m arket. A ny  in fo rm ation  regard ing  M ike, his 
fam ily , o r o th er in fo rm atio n  w o u ld  be very  m uch apprec ia ted . 
W rite  to: A . N ouens, A aw al 41 , 5211 PS Den B osch, H olland.

G A B E  F I E N I ,  3 R D  A U X I L I A R Y  G R O U P ,  
H E A D Q U A R T E R S , F IR S T  U.S. A R M Y , w ou ld  like any 
assis tan ce  p ossib le  in lo ca tin g  a ch ild  he be frien d ed  during  the 
w ar. G abe  hid  the ch ild  and fed him  until he got short no tice  to 
re tu rn  to  th e  S ta tes in N ovem .ber 1945. He b e lieves a nurse  who 
h e lped  care  fo r the  ch ild  m ay have b rough t him  back  to the 
S ta tes w hen  she cam e. T he c h ild ’s nam e w as: R ogut Jasbusz  or 
Jasbusz  R ogut. G abe n ick n am ed  him  "S m iley ." H is fam ily  w as 
an n ih ila ted . It you can  p ro v ide  any assistance , p lease  con tact 
G abe  F ieni, 516 E lm er C irc le , R ead ing , P en nsy lvan ia  19605.

G ary  H ock ins (H aw k in s? ) w ou ld  like to  h ea r from  anyone  w ho 
m ay  have served  w ith  W IL L A R D  L. H A W K IN S  
(H O C K IN S ? ) , 2 6 T H  IN F A N T R Y  D IV IS IO N , lO lS T  
IN F A N T R Y  R E G IM E N T . (Sorry  ab o u t the spe lling  o f  the 
n a m e —c o u ld n ’t read  m y ow n w riting ). I f  you can  he lp  w rite  to  
G arry  at: 3939  S om m erse t Park, Johnstow n , Pennsy lvan ia  
15905.

R onnie  W righ t is look ing  for in fo rm ation  reg ard ing  his father: 
L U T H E R  P. W R IG H T , C M P A N Y  A, 4 6 T H  A R M O R E D  
IN F A N T R Y  B A T T A L IO N , 5 T H  A R M O R E D  D IV IS IO N  if
you can  prov ide  in fo rm ation  on L u ther o r his unit, p lease  con tact 
R onnie: 165 L ib erty  L ane, G a lla tin , T en n essee  37066.

Paul G ilson  w ould  like to  co rresp o n d  w ith  anyone  w ho m ay  have 
served  in the M ertz ig  (L u x em b o u rg ) area . C o n tac t him  at: 8. 
rue de i’eco le ; L -9167  M ertz ig ; L uxem bourg .

A rm y ve te ran  Jam es C ro w ’s hobby  is the com p ila tio n  o f  W W II 
G erm an  a irc raft p ho tos o f  the  1944-46 period . I f  you have an 
o ld p ic tu re  o f  a cap tu red , su rrendered , sho t-dow n , ju n k -p iled  
G erm an  p lane, he w ill ap p rec ia te  yo u r m ailin g  it to  him  at 389 
Y ork fie ld  A v en u e, E lm hurst, Illino is 60126-5315 . Jim  will 
pho to  copy  and re tu rn  y o u r o rig ina l p ro m p tly . He w ants you to 
know  th a t th is is a hobby  to  p reserve  h isto ry  and not a
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Reprinted from  
PATTON—A Genius for War

Author: Carlo D’Estra

[E xcerp t] I f  P a tton  and M cA uliffe  em erg ed  as the  best-know n 
m ilita ry  figu res o f  the  B ulge, "the real v ic to ry  in the A rdennes 
be lo n g ed  to  the  A m erican  so ld ier,"  w rites  C h arles B. M acD onald , 
"fo r he p ro v id ed  tim e to  en ab le  h is co m m an d ers—for all th e ir 
in te llig en ce  f a i lu re - to  b ring  th e ir  m o b ility  and  th e ir a irpow er 
in to  p lay . A t th a t p o in t the  A m erican  so ld ie r s topped  every th ing  
the G erm an  A rm y  th rew  at h im ."

W inston  C h u rch ill h a iled  the  B attle  o f  the B ulge as "the 
g rea tes t A m erican  b a ttle  o f  the  w a r [that] w ill, I b e lieve, be 
reg ard ed  as an ev er fam ous A m erican  v ic to ry ."  A B ritish  
h is to rian  has w ritten :

T he B attle  o f  the  B ulge has been  the  sub ject o f  as m uch 
b ilio u s c ritic ism  as W aterloo , G etty sb u rg  and  A lam ein . As 
a resu lt o f  o n ly  th ree  rep u ta tio n s h ave  em erg ed  w ith  a lm ost 
u n q u a lified  acc la im --th o se  o f  E isenhow er, the A llied  a ir 
fo rces an d  the  A m erican  so ld ier. Ju s tice  dem ands th a t to  
these  shou ld  be ad ded  the  nam e o f  Pa tton ." M oreover, 
E isen h o w er’s "fa in t p ra ise  g iven  [Patton] in Crusade in 
Europe fo r h is p a rt in the ba ttle  th ere  is a h in t o f  
co n d escen sio n  w h ich  co m es ill from  the  pen  o f  one w ho 
desp ite  all h is ta len ts  and  v irtu es w as an u nb looded  
so ld ier."

T he b a ttles  th a t raged  for six  w eek s in the  frozen  hell o f  the 
A rd en n es w ere  am o n g  the  b itte res t and  b lo o d iest o f  any  fought 
in th e  W est. C asu a lties  on bo th  sides w ere  no t on ly  staggering , 
but "the A rd en n es o ffen siv e  w as a rude aw aken ing . T he surprise  
lay not so m uch  in the  resu rg en ce  o f  G erm an  p o w er as in the 
rev e la tio n  o f  a llied  w eak n ess ."  In such te rrib le  co n d itio n s Patton  
w as aw ed: "H ow  m en live, m uch  less figh t, is a m arvel to  m e." 
T he T h ird  A rm y a fte r-ac tio n  rep o rt e stim a ted  100,000 G erm an 
casualties. N o  o ffic ia l G erm an  casu alty  figu res have ev er been 
com p u ted . H ow ever, the G erm an  H igh C o m m a n d ’s ow n 
estim a te  o f  loss in the  B ulge is 81 ,834, w ith  12,652 k illed , 
38 ,600  w o unded  and 30 ,582  m issing ."  B oth  sides lost enorm ous 
q u a n titie s  o f  eq u ip m en t; those  o f  the  G erm ans w ere  irrep laceab le.

T he day  the  B ulge w as c lo sed  Patton  w ro te  to  his son, G eorge, 
th a t lead ersh ip  is w hat w ins ba ttles . "I have  i t - b u t  I ’ll be 
dam n ed  if  I can  d e fine  it." O f  O m ar B rad ley  he w ould  soon 
w rite: "H e is a good  o ffice r bu t u tte rly  lacks ‘i t .’ T oo  bad." 
He had ag ain  d e fied  death  w hen  one o f  H itle r’s new  je ts  dropped  
a bom b n earby , scaring  both  W illie  and h is m aster, "T hey also 
shoo t rock ets  at us, bu t one ge ts used  to such th ings. It is like 
a th u n d ers to rm . Y ou are not ap t to  be in the w ay. A nd if  you 
are, w hat the H ell, no  m ore bu tto n in g  and  u n b u tton ing ."

A fte r b e in g  sty m ied  and  fru stra ted  in L orra ine  and the Saar, in 
the  A rd en n es P atton  w as p resen ted  w ith  a n o th e r opportun ity  not 
on ly  to  d isp lay  h is gen iu s fo r w ar but to  tu rn  a w re tched  
situation  to his ad v an tag e , and th a t o f  the  a llies . H ow ever, as 
w ith  any  m ilita ry  o p era tio n , th ere  w ere  flaw s. P a tto n ’s 
m an eu v erin g  o f  T hird  A rm y to  re liev e  B astogne  did not w in the 
B attle  o f  the  B ulge. Indeed, as h isto rian s have p o in ted  out, the 
re lie f  o f  B astogne  w as m ad e  in a sec to r o ccu p ied  by in ferio r 
G erm an  fo rm ations, and  the h eav ies t G erm an  a ttack s against

B astogne  did no t co m m en ce  un til D ecem b er 26. T hey a lso  note 
that c red it m ust be g iven  to  the  m en  o f  the F irst A rm y , w ho 
stubborn ly  he ld  the  no rth ern  sh o u ld er ag a in st o v e rw h elm in g  
odds.

N o r is Pa tton  w ith o u t c ritics  o f  h is g en era lsh ip  du ring  th is  g reat 
battle . B ritish  h is to rian  P e ter E lstob  w rites  th at, a fte r a d ram atic  
start, the  d isap p o in tin g ly  slow  progress o f  the  T hird  A rm y w as 
due to  m ore th an  the  ho rrib le  w ea th e r co n d itions. P a tto n ’s 
p rob lem  w as th a t he cou ld  no t m o u n t his k ind  o f  battle: "Instead  
o f  an a ll-o u t a ttack  c o n cen tra ted  on a n a rrow  fron t d esig n ed  to 
cu t th rough  the  base  o f  th e  s a l ie n t-h e  had  to  try  to  push a 
tw en ty -fiv e  m ile  w ide fron t som e tw en ty  m iles th rough  coun try  
w h ich  seem ed  to  co n sis t o f  a se ries o f  n a tu ra l defen siv e  featu res. 
H is a ttack in g  fo rces w ore  th em se lv es dow n against Seven th  
A rm y ’s tough  and  e lu s iv e  d e fen ses.... P atton  go t his 
re in fo rcem en ts  late  and  co m m itted  them  to o  soon ."

December 16^  2007
Laying the wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown in 
Arlington National Cemetery were Morrill Worchester, 
Harrington, Maine; John DiMino, Norristown, PA and 
National President, Stan Wojtusik, Philadelphia. More 
than 5,000 Christmas wreaths were placed throughout the 
Cemetery through the generosity of Mr. Worchester of 
Worchester Wreath Company in Maine.

WORLD WAR II 
STATISTICS 

(1941-45)
T otal U .S. S erv ice  M em bers ........................................ 16 ,112,566
B attle  D e a t h s ...............................................................................  291 ,557
N on-m ortal W o u n d in g s ..........................................................  671 ,846
L iving V e t e r a n s ......................................................................  3 ,525 ,769

T he above in form ation  ap peared  in the N orthern  Ind iana C h ap te r 
new sle tter The Ardennes Campaign—41 Days in Hell.n

CHECK TO SEE IF YOUR DUES ARE DUE. 
YOUR DUES DATE IS ABOVE YOUR LAST 
NAME ON THE ADDRESS INFORMATION ON 
THIS NEWSLETTER. ANNUAL DUES ARE 
S15.00.
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BUl.CF. MONUMRNT---- „  
DEDICATKI) IN N F,W ;m i«EF^

B attle  o f  th e  B ulge v e te ran s from  the South  Jersey  C h ap te r 
d ed ica ted  a beau tifu l b lack  g ran ite  m o n u m en t on O c to b er 21, 
2 006 , in C ap e  M ay C o u n ty  V e teran s C em etery , C ape M ay C ourt 
H ouse, N ew  Jersey .

A w eek  o f  h igh  w inds had  g iven  w ay  to  a beau tifu l day  fo r the 
m em b ers  o f  the  South  Jersey  C h ap te r o f  V B O B  to  g a th e r to 
d ed ica te  a m em o ria l to  all w ho  served  in the  B attle  o f  the B ulge.

D ed ica tio n  o f  a m o n u m en t w as acco m p lish ed  th rough  the 
d ream s an d  hard  w ork  o f  ch ap te r founder, M ilton  J. Shepherd , 
and  his c lo se  a sso c ia te , R udy  C a llender. A fter th e ir passing , 
c h ap te r  m em b ers and  th e ir fam ilie s  saw  th a t the m ission  w as 
co m p le ted .

E ig h teen  B ulge v e te ran s a tten d ed  the cerem o n y  a long  w ith 
m an y  frien d s and  fam ily  m em bers . M em bers w ho  w ere unable 
to  p a rtic ip a te  in the  cerem o n ie s w ere  recogn ized .

A u g u stu s "G us" E pp le , cu rren t ch ap tc r p re siden t, p resided  over 
the  c c rcm o n ic s , rev iew in g  the  sta tis tics  o f  the ba ttle  and the 
hard sh ip s the so ld ie rs  endured .

An a ll-g irl C o ast G u ard  R ecru it C o lo r G uard  p resen ted  the 
colors.

M ilt S h e p h e rd ’s g ran d so n , R yan H ew itt, p layed  Taps w ith  his 
g ra n d fa th e r 's  c am p aig n  cap  tu ck ed  in his belt.

STORY OF A FOOT SOLDIER
[The follow ing was excerptedfrum a story by THOM AS F. 
ST IM SO j\ ,  S7TH IlWFAi\TRY DIVISION, 347TH  
IN F H S T R Y  REG IM ENT, C O M P ASY K. in "The Golden 
Acorn i\'ews. " the newsletter o f  the 87th Infantn’ D ivision]

O n D ecem b er 12. 1944, the  87th rep laced  the 26 th  D ivision  on 
the  F ren ch  b o rd e r n ear G e rm an y  ju s t  before  dark. As a p latoon  
lead er I took  m y  m en tw o at a tim e and p laced  them  in foxholes 
v aca ted  by  the  m en  o f  one o f  the  p la toons o f  the 26th D ivision . 
A fter c o m n le tin p  th is  ioh I Heridpil tn an horl- nm nnrl the  I ' l U t r . n

area  to  be sure m y m en w ere  okay.
D arkness had se ttled  in and as 1 m oved  abou t the sca ttered  

foxholes, I stepped  m to a hole full o f  ice w ater. W hat a dum b 
th in g  to  do! I sat dow n on a rock, took  o f f  m y boot and pulled  
on a dry sock from  under m y shirt. I had ju s t  go tten  the dry 
sock  on w hen I heard  a h eard  a noise . 1 p icked  up m y rifle, 
stood  up and m oved  to  one side and  then the o th er side. I 
co u ld n ’t see a th ing . It had n ev er been so  dark . I d ecided  I w as 
hearing  th ings, so 1 m o v ed  back  to  w h ere  1 th o ugh t m y boot was. 
A lthough I c o u ld n ’t see a th in g  1 m oved  around  a sm all area 
exp ec tin g  to fm d m y boot. T he boo t had disappO eared. 1 could 
have been shot by one o f  m y ow n m en. 1 found  an o th er rock, 
sat dow n and w aited  fo r d ay ligh t. It w as a long, co ld  night.

On D ecem b er 14, 1944, the  87th a ttack ed  the G erm ans fo r the 
first tim e. T his w as ex ac tly  one y ea r a fte r I g rad u ated  from 
O CS. W e received  heavy  fire and som e m en w ere w ounded. 1 
lost tw o  m en from  N ew  Y ork  w ho had been c lose  friends m ost 
o f  the ir lives. F ragm en ts from  the sam e shell got both o f  them  
a lthough  they  w ere not c lose  to g e th e r T he next day  we 
c o n tinued  the a ttack  from  F rance into G erm any , m ov ing  forw ard 
every  day.

On D ecem b er 18th we rece iv ed  orders to  ho ld  our positions. 
A lthough w e did  not un d erstan d  the ex ten t o f  the p rob lem , we 
heard  that the G erm ans had  broken th rough  o ur lines in the 
v ic in ity  o f  B astogne, B elg ium . T h is becam e the  B attle  o f  the 
B ulge or o ffic ia lly  the B attle  o f  the A rdennes.

On D ecem ber 23rd , 1944 the 87th D iv ision  sta rted  a m ove to 
the rear o f  350 m iles by tru ck  to  B elg ium . T he back o f  those 
open trucks w as freez in g  co ld . T hree  h undred  tlfty  m iles is a 
little  m ore  than the d istan ce  across the S ta te  o f  T ennessee  from  
C hattan o o g a  to  M em phis. A nd  it v.as not a  freew ay ., \Vc did 
not have fur lined boo ts nor fu r lined ja c k e ts  to  p ro tect us from 
o ur w orst en em y —the w e a th e r—24 hours ev ery  day.

O n January  7, 1945, w e w ere  f ig h tin g  in th ick  w ookds and 
deep  snow  C o m pany  K, m y com pany , w as in foxho les in the 
w oods and we w ere  p inned  dow n there  fo r a w eek . I f  we 
m oved , the G erm ans w ou ld  shoo t at us T hey  w ere  in the sam e 
w oods. W e w ere p in ch in g  the side o f  tlie G en u aii bu lge, so ii 
w as im portan t fo r us to  ho ld  o u r position . W e cou ld  take o f f  our 
hoots and m assage  ou r feet but w e could  not w alk  around.

A fter six o r seven davs w e f^ot o rd e rs bv rad io  to  m.ove to a 
n earby  tow n for food and rest. T he G erm an s had g iven up iheir 
p ositions and had w ithd raw n . A bout m id n ig h t our co m pany  o f 
abou t 160 m en w alked  out o f  the w oods tow ard  the tow n. The 
g round  w as covered  w ith  snow  and a full m oon m ade the w hole 
a rea  as bright as day. W e w ere w a lk in g  sing le  file com ple te ly  
exposed  and  up ah ead  sat a G erm an  tan k —w as it em pty?  O r full 
o f  G erm ans?  W e had no idea. It w as e e rie —ju s t the  rustle  o f  
eq u ipm en t o r the c runch  o f  o u r feet in the snow  m igh t alert 
som eone. F o itu n ate ly  we did  not stir  up any G erm ans.

A fter w e got into the  tow n and  go t som e food and sleep, we 
w ere inspected  by the m ed ics. O v er h a lf  o f  K C o m pany  w as 
ev acuated  to  hosp ita ls w ith  frostb ite  o r frozen  feet. F rozen feet 
and hands are serious. Y ou can lose toes or fingers 1 w as gone 
five o r six  w eeks so 1 m issed  a lot o f  the  heavy  fig h tin g —the 
c rossing  o f  the M osel R iver and the c ro ssin g  o f  the R hine R iver 
M y p resence here to d ay  m ay be due to m y being in the 
hospital □
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By Ralph Storm 
11th Armored Division 

21st Armored Infantry Battalion 
Battery B

[The following appeared in the 11th Armored Division 
Association newsletter. Assistance was provided by Wayne 
Tennant, 705th Tank Destroyer Battalion.]

W hen th e  G erm an  arm y  invaded  Poland  in 1939, the  U .S. A rm y 
had  no  an titan k  un its or an y  an titan k  guns in p roduction . F ield 
a rtille ry  o ffice rs h ad  been  ch arg ed  w ith  an titank  defense  how ever 
m ost a rtille ry  o ffice rs  in 1939 had  n ever seen a tank  in action . 
O ne o ffice r w ho w as k een ly  in te rested  in an titank  defense  w as 
G enera l L eslie  M cN air, o f  the 2nd  In fan try  D ivision . M cN air 
w as to  beco m e the m ost in flu en tia l m an  in dev elo p in g  an 
an titan k  defense .

M cN air reco m m en d ed  th a t each  in fan try  reg im en t be equ ipped  
w ith  an e ig h t gun  an titan k  com pany . T here  w as m uch debate  
an d  ex p erim en ta tio n  reg ard in g  the  d octrine  and eq u ip m en t o f  
an titan k  b a tta lio n s. T h o se  supp o rtin g  the se lf-p ro p e lled  guns 
a rg u ed  th a t these  v eh ic les  cou ld  p e rfec t a shoo t-and-scoo t 
tech n iq u e . T he m ob ile  guns w o u ld  qu ick ly  m ove in to  firing  
p ositions and  then  re trea t. T he ad v o ca tes for tow ed  guns 
c la im ed  th a t the  to w ed  w eap o n s w ere  eas ie r to  conceal. An 
ironic a sp ec t o f  th is  v iew  w as th a t by 1942-43, both  the G erm an 
and  S ov ie t a rm ies w ere  p h asin g  ou t th e ir tow ed  guns ju s t as the 
U .S. A rm y w as ad o p tin g  th ree  inch guns tow ed  by half-tracks, 
A th ird  v iew  on how  to  figh t en em y  tan k s w as put forth  by 
G enera l Jacob  D evers, w h o  arg u ed  th a t the arm y should  sim ply  
bu ild  a b e tte r  tank . E v en tu a lly  th is  v iew  p rev a iled  but only  afte r 
both  the A m erican  tan k s and  tan k  destroyers w ere tho ro u g h ly  
tes ted  on E u ro p ean  ba ttle fie ld s .

For p sy ch o lo g ica l reasons. G enera l M arshall decid ed  that 
an titank  un its sh ou ld  be ren am ed  T ank  D estroyers. A m ain  
tra in in g  cen te r  w as to be lo ca ted  at C am p H ood T exas. T hese  
ba tta lio n s w o u ld  be eq u ip p ed  w ith both guns to w ed  by  h a lf­

tracks and se lf-p ro p e lled  guns. T he tan k  d estro y er co m p lex  at 
C am p H ood grew  into a huge co m p lex  w hich  at its peak  had 28 
ba tta lions tra in in g  at a tim e. D uring  the  w ar y ears, 1942-45, G Is 
w earing  the b lack  and  ye llow  sh o u ld er p a tch es from  the  T ank  
D estroyer C en te r w ere a fam ilia r sigh t in the ra ilro ad  sta tio n s o f  
the sou thw estern  states.

A m ain  goal in tank  d estro y er tra in in g  w as to  fam ilia rize  the 
c rew s w ith  th e ir eq u ip m en t and  to  o p e ra te  the  m ain  gun. 
T rain in g  for m any  gun crew s invo lved  d ism o u n ted  tan k -h u n tin g  
w ith  bazookas, th erm ite  g ren ad es, and  even  co n ta in ers  o f  
gaso line . Som e TD  m en had re se rv a tio n s abou t the value  o f  the 
d ism oun ted  tra in ing , h o w ev er du rin g  the fig h tin g  in the B elg ian  
A rdennes, m any  tan k  d estro y er m en found  th em se lv es in in fan try  
foxholes defen d in g  th e ir  sec to rs w ith  th e ir  b azookas and .50 
calib re  m ach ine  guns.

A fter the U .S. en te red  the w ar in 1941 there  w as a gradual 
evo lu tion  o f  an titan k  w eap o n s from  the  37m m  gun on up to  the 
90m m  guns w hich  w ere  co m in g  in to  use in late 1944... C olby 
R icker o f  the  609 T D , reca lled  how  in 1942, h eav ie r guns w ere  
b e ing  in troduced  in to  h is unit;

"C oncern ing  to w ed  guns. T hese  w ere  the  on ly  guns the early  
T D s had. W hen 1 jo in e d  the  609 th  T D , th ey  w ere  in the  p rocess 
o f  tu rn in g  in th e ir 37m m  guns w h ich  w ere  soon rep laced  by the 
T -12 h a lf-track , se lf-p ro p e lled  75m m  gun. I do know  th a t there  
w ere  som e tow ed  gun u n its still in use du rin g  the  B ulge."

R ichard  C ou rtn ey  served  in an an titan k  co m p an y  in the  B ulge 
and reca lled  som e o f  the  d e fec ts  o f  the  57m m  gun:

"B y com parison  to  the  G erm an  88 m m  gun, o u r 57m m  w as a 
su ic ide  w eapon . It d id  no t have  the  p o w er to  pen etra te  the 
a rm or on a G erm an  tank . W e had  to  h it th em  on the  sides or the 
rear, m aybe  a lucky  sho t to  the  u n d ersid e  i f  a tan k  w as co m in g  
o ver a rise. The m u zz le  b last o f  the 57m m  w as ju s t  like a red 
line show ing  w here  w e w ere. T he 88 h ad  a m uzz le  b rake on the 
fron t o f  the b a rre l...th e  88 had  a w o n derfu l b a lance . O ne m an 
cou ld  p ick  up the  end  o f  the  tra ils , and  on level g round , m ove 
the  gun around. O ur 57m m  gun  w as no t w ell ba lan ced  and 
requ ired  tw o m en  to  lift the  h eav y  ra ils  and  at least one m an to 
lie dow n on the  barre l to  o ffse t som e o f  the  w eigh t."

T he M -10 se lf-p ro p e lled  tan k  d estro y er consisted  o f  a th ree- 
inch gun m ou n ted  to a m o d ified  S herm an  ch assis... W ith  its six 
road  w heels, the M -10 w as so m e tim es m is tak en ly  iden tified  as 
an M -4 tank. P ositive  id en tifica tio n  co u ld  be m ad e  by n o tin g  the 
s lop ing  sides and lo n g er th ree  inch  gun. T he o rd nance  
dep artm en t bu ilt o ver 6 ,000  M -lO s an d  it becam e the  m ain  
veh ic le  in the tan k  d estro y er arsenal.

W hen A m erican  d iv is io n s a rriv ed  in E urope, th e ir an titan k  
w eapons w ere 57m m  guns and  b azo o k as W hen tank  d estro y er 
ba tta lio n s w ere b rough t in to  the  E uropean  T h ea tre , e v ery  d iv is ion  
co m m an d er w an ted  one.

U ntil the figh ting  in N o rm an d y  h ed g ero w s, it w as b e liev ed  by 
the high  brass that the  M -4 w as a su p erio r tank . It w as b e liev ed  
that the 76m m  gun co u ld  p en etra te  th e  tough  h ide o f  a T ig e r 
tank . T ig e r tanks w ere  no t read ily  a v a ilab le  in N o rm an d y , but 
in Ju ly , 1944, a tir in g  tes t w as c o n d u c ted  aga in st the  g lac is  p late  
o f  a panther. It w as found  that w hen  a v a rie ty  o f  guns pounded  
the  p an th e r front, o n ly  the  90m m  co u ld  m ak e  a p en etra tio n . 
S ee ing  th is. G enera l E isen h o w er rem ark ed  angrily : "W hy  is it 
that I am  alw ays the last to  h ea r ab o u t th is  s tu f f  O rd n an ce  to ld  
m e that th is 76 w ould  take  care  o f  e v e ry th in g  the  G erm an s had. 
N ow  I find ou t you  c a n ’t kno ck  ou t a  d am n ed  th in g  w ith  it!"

E isenhow er im m ed ia te ly  d isp a tch ed  (C o n tin u ed )
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TANK DESTR OY ERS (Continuation)

th rough  A m erican  lin e s .’"
A lto g e th e r in the E uropean  T heatre , tank d estro y ers marie an 

im m ense  co n trihu tion  to  A llied  victor^'. T ank  d estroyer 
ba tta lions in the T hird  A rm y a lo n e  c la im ed  to have k illed  600 
and 86 enem y tanks and 239 se lf-p ro p e lled  guns. T otal tank 
destro y er losses in the  E T O  w ere 536 M -I0 s r2 1 5  M -18s, 151 
M -36s, and  228 tow ed  guns.

By VE D ay there  had been so m any  arm o red  ba ttles invo lv ing  
both t^nk destroyers and tanks that the lines had becom e blurred. 
An E i c  G enera l B oard  study ing  tank  d estro y ers ru led  that 
b ecause  o f  the b lu rring  betw een  tan k s and T D s’ these  veh ic les 
w ere becom ing  so s im ila r that the  tank  d estro y ers had becom e 
superfluous. It w as reco m m en d ed  that the  tan k  destro y er force 
be d isso lved . T his is w hat G eneral Jacob  D evers had proposed 
back  in 1941, nam ely  that the a rm y  should  bu ild  as be tte r ta n k .□

REUNIONS

a sec re t le tte r to  G enera l M arshall c arried  by B rig ad ie r G eneral 
H olly  in person . H olly  w as a tan k  sp ec ia lis t and  had m ade 
n u m eru s trip s  acro ss the  A tlan tic  d ea lin g  w ith  th is  and o ther 
p ro b lem s. Ik e ’s le tter d em an d ed  th a t bo th  tanks and tank 
d es tro y ers  be eq u ip p ed  w ith  90m m  guns. T he 90m m  gun w as 
b asica lly  an a n tia irc ra ft w eapon  w ith  a m uzz le  v e loc ity  o f  2 .850 
feet p e r second . In an ea rlie r  e x p erim en t, a 90m m  gun had been 
su ccess fu lly  m o u n ted  on an M -10. It becam e know n as the  M- 
36 tan k  destro y er. G en era l M arshall p rom ised  that p roduction  o f 
th e  M -36  w o u ld  be ex p ed ited  and  th a t sh ipm en t to  E urope w ould  
be sp eed ed  up.

W hen tan k  d estro y er b a tta lio n s a rrived  in F rance, and w ere 
a ssig n ed  to  d iv is io n s , th ey  w ere  p a rce led  out to  reg im en ts and 
b a tta lio n s. I 'y p ica lly  a tan k  d estro y er co m p an y  w as sent to  an 
in fan trj ' b a tta lio n  w h ich  assigned  a T D  p la toon  to each  com pany .
T he m ain  ro le  fo r the tan k  destro y ers  w as in fan try  support. The 
T D  p la to o n s  w o u ld  m ove fo rw ard  severa l h undred  yards behind 
the  line  c o m p an ies  and w ould  bank  aw ay  at stone houses, pill 
boxes, and  o th er en em y  strong  points. Q uite  o ften  the  tank  
d e s tro y e r guns w ere  used  as a rtille ry . T hese h igh  v e lo c ity  guns 
co u ld  sh o o t 4 ,0 0 0  y a rd s fu rth er than  th e  s tandard  105m m  
h o w itze r and  th e ir  she lls  cam e w ith  little  w arn in g  to troops 
below . A d isad v an tag e  w as th a t the th ree -in ch  guns under 
co n stan t firin g  cond itio n s, ten d ed  to  w ear ou t rapid ly .

T ank  d estro y ers , un like  the M -4 tanks, did not have the 
a rm o red  sides and tops to  p ro tec t the  crew ? from  w ea th e r and 
a rtille ry . A lso , once a T D  p la to o n  w as sep ara ted  from  its 
co m p an y , it had  to  depend  on its ow n food ra tio n s or w hat they 
c o u ld  o b ta in  from  the o u tfit th ey  w ere  a ttach ed  to. W ayne 
I en n an t. fo rm er C U  o f  C o m p an y  C. 705 th  Fank D estroyer 
B a tta lio n , reca lled  how  h is c rew s su rv ived  som e cold  n igh ts in 
the B ulge n ea r B astogne: "A lot o f  us dug  a sha llow  foxhole, 
th en  d ro v e  the  tan k  o v er the  ho le, then  c raw led  into the hole.
T hat w ay  w e w ere  p ro tec ted  from  ov erh ead  shrapnel and the 
w ea th e r O u r tan k s had no  to p  o v er the  tu rre ts  Each veh icle  
had  a p re tty  go o d  supply  and  each  veh ic le  had  a little  gas stove 
for h ea tin g  the food. I th in k  that w e w ere  su p p lied  by 
w h o m ev er w e w ere  a tta ch ed  to. W e d id  no t use the  com pany  
k itch en  tru ck  on the  front line."

A s day  one o f  the B attle  o f  the  B ulge drew  near, A m erican  
tan k  d es tro y ers  w o u ld  be th o ro u g h ly  tested . T h eir m ission  w ould  
be d e fensive! S hould  A m cricari tan k s uvoiu  figh ting  enem y 
tan k s?  C o u ld  to w ed  gun  crew s surv ive  and w in? C ou ld  the 
lig h tly  a rm o red  M -lO s and  M -I8 s  w ith  th e ir  shoo t-and-scoo t 
ta c tic s  deal su ccessfu lly  w ith  G erm an  a rm or?

C h arle s  B aily  co m m en ted  on severa l o f  these  questions: "T ank 
D estro y ers  p lay ed  a c ru c ia l ro le  th ro u g h o u t the ba ttle .. The 
B a ttle  o f  the  B ulge w as a co n fu sed  braw l that found  A m erican  
c o m m an d  and  con tro l frag m en ted . C o m b at co m m an d ers from  
a rm y  co m m a n d e rs  to squad  leaders , fough t th e ir ow n local 
b a ttle s  w ith  w h a tev e r a sse ts th ey  found  at hand. B ut, as the U.S.
A rm y  h isto ry  o f  the b a ttle  p o in ts  out. T he m ob ile , tac tica lly  
ag ile , se lf-p ro p e lled  tan k  d estro y ers  are c learly  traceab le  in the 
A rd en n es  f ig h tin g  as o v er and  o v er again  in flu en cin g  the course 
o f  the  battle! C o m b at in the  A rd en n es co m p le te ly  d isc red ited  the 
to w ed  gu n s o f  th e  tan k  d es tro y er units. T he tow ed  g u n s ' lack o f  
m o b ility  m ade  them  less e ffec tiv e  than  se lf-p ro p e lled  guns and

in o r e a t p r  T H p v  r n n l H  n n t  c n n n n r t  r o i i n t < = * rw  ^ - J .  J-------. . .  .........................  .........J --------------------------------------- _ ----------- ,

a tta ck  an d  w ere  a lm o st in ev itab ly  lost w hen  a G erm an  un it broke a d iffe ren ce  as h isto ry  is co n stan tly  b e ing  recorded .

5T H  A R M O R E D  D IV IS IO N , A ugust 16-19. 2007. Canton. Ohio. 
Contact: 5th .ARMD. 16471 N ottingham  Drive. W apakoneta. O il 
45895-9471. T elephone: 419-739-9677.

I IT H  A R M O R E D  D IV IS IO N , Augu.st 12-19. 2007. lacksonvillc. 
F lorida. C ontact; 11 A rm ored D ivision. 2328 A dm ira Street A liquippa. 
Pennsy lvan ia 15001.

30T H  IN F A N T R Y  D IV IS IO N . M arch 7-10. 2007. Colum bia. South 
C arolina. C ontact: Frank W. Tow ers. 2915 W SR #235. Brooker. 
F lorida 32622-5167.

7 5 i l l  iiMrAN i KV D lV iS iO N . A ugust. 2007, K ansas City. Kansas. 
C ontact: Jim  W arm outh. 6545 W est 11th Street. Indianapolis. Indiana 
46214.

80T H  IN F A N T R Y  D IV IS IO N . A ugust 15-18. 2007. Dayton 
(Fairborn), O hio. C ontact: E lm er G. D orsten. 208 N orth Elm Street, 
C oldw ater. O hio 45828-1124. T elephone: 419-678-2618.

84T H  IN F A N T R Y  D IV IS IO N , A ugust 24-26, 2007, Springfield, 
Illinois. Contact: T roy M allory , 2229 Jersey  Street. Q uincy, Illinois 
62301. T elephone. 217-22.-?-9062.

87T H  IN F A N T R Y  D IV IS IO N . O ctober 7-13, 2007. C arlisle. 
Pennsylvania . C ontact: W illiam  C. Young. 400 H em lock Road. 
Fiouriow n, P ennsy lvan ia  19031-2211.

297T H  E N G IN E E R  C O M B A T  B A T T A L IO N , June 5-7, 2007 
C ontact: Hal M iler. ‘S2^1 W indy Hnllnw  Rnad O w enchnm  Kentucky 
42301. T elephone: 270-785-4088.

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

P R E S I D E N T ’S  M E S S A G E  {ConU naed fr o m  P age 3}

O th er recen t sig n ifican t ev en ts  to  confirm  o ur e ffo n s  to  reach 
out to  p e rpetuate , p reserve , fo ste r and  prom ote  the m ission , 
pu rpose and goals o f  the national o rg an iza tio n  w ill be p ictu red  
and reported  on e lsew here  in th is  p u b lica tion .
I t’s g ra tify in g  to rea lize  the  m any  on g o in g  calls , conversa tions, 

inv ita tions and co rresp o n d en ce  rece iv ed  a lm o st daily  w hich 
certa in ly  ind ica tes m any , m any  m ore p eo p le  o f  all ages and 
loca tions are very  m uch  in terested  in the  B attle  o f  the B ulge and 
the ve te ran s w ho fought th is  b a ttle  and  know  the true stories. 
O nce our C h a rte r is o ffic ia l, o u r exp o su re  w ill be even greater. 

A s a lw ays, I enco u rag e  you to  reach  ou t to o thers and  identify
•>rrrQni'70tir»n
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SETTING THE RECORD 
STRAIGHTER

by Michael C. Petrick 
87th Infantry Division 

346th Infantry Regiment 
Company M

[Mr. Petrick's article relates to an article on page 14 in 
the August 2006 issue o f  The Bulse Busle. 1

[E xcerp ts] I’ve sat th ese  past few  days, since  rece iv in g  and 
read in g  the  above  Bulge S w g /e ...rem em b erin g  som e previous 
action  tak en  on that sam e cla im  and  cou ld  not sit back!

T h at p ro m p ted  by (in th a t rem em b erin g  o f  then  1st Lt Bob 
W atson , 87th In fan try  D iv ision , 346th  In fan try  R egim ent, 
C o m p an y  I, w ho  co m m an d ed  that co m pany  and w ho w ere  down 
in T ille t itself?

B ob passed  aw ay  ea rlie r  in th is y ea r and  in his honor and 
s im ila rly  o f  those  KIA in cap tu rin g  T ille t, w ere  all d eserv ing  to  
set th a t reco rd  stra igh t.

So, I set abou t to look in to  m y files, and  you  w ill fm d a ttached  
the  days o f  those  ac tions, o f  un its invo lved  and o f  a S/Sgt 
Shoup , w ho po sth u m o u sly  rece iv ed  the M edal o f  H onor fo r his 
hero ic  ac tio n s in T ille t. T he on ly  M edal o f  H onor aw arded  in 
W W II to the 87th  In fan try  D ivision.

B ob W atso n --a  hero  h im se lf  c o n tin u ed  in the  serv ice  and w as 
w o unded  tw ice  in K orea. H e en d ed  his serv ice  as a co lonel and 
is bu ried  in A rlin g to n  C em etery . ...

L et m e fu rth er add  so m e th in g  w h ich  I w itnessed  from  m y 
m o rta r  O P in G erim o n t S ta tion  above T illet.

A 761st tan k  w as beh ind  a house in G erim o n t sta tion  about 
50/75 yards from  m y OP. C o m p an y  L, 346th  In fantry  R egim ent, 
had  begun  an actio n  at the  to p  o f  G erim o n t S ta tion  to w ard  T illet.

T he tank  began  to  m ove ou t and  w as b lasted  by a tank  dow n 
in T ille t—a huge orange  flam e. T he a rm o r p ierc ing  shell w ent 
th rough  and k illed  the d riv er, w ho h appened  to  be their 
lieu tenan t. T hose  in the tank , a live , got out m u tte rin g  and  ran up 
the  s treet to w ard  G erim o n t S ta tion .

I saw  1st Lt. W illiam  F. O ’D onnell, C o m pany  L, 346th 
In fan try  R eg im en t, run and  m an  the 50 ca lib re  m ach ine  gun on 
the  tank , and h e ro ica lly  fire dow n  above  the 346th  in com bat 
actio n  to w ard  T ille t. (L t. O ’D onnell is the  sam e M onsignor 
O ’D onnell, the  N a tio n a l V B O B  C h ap la in .)... Lt. O ’D onnell w as 
la te r a ssig n ed  as a g e n e ra l’s aid  to  the co m m an d in g  m ajo r 
g enera l a t H eadquarters .

T his re fu ta tio n  is no a ttem p t to  d e trac t from  any o f  the factual 
reco rd in g s in se ttin g  the reco rd  stra ig h t o f  the 761st T ank 
B atta lion  in W W II ac tio n ....

[Following are excerpts from  letters exchanged between 
officers o f  the 87th Infantry Division and Hollywood 
director/producer Stanley Kramer, regarding a film  being 
contemplated in 1991]

T o  Mr. Kramer:

I am  one o f  y o u r m any  ad m irers  hav in g  g rea tly  en joyed  "H igh 
N oon" and  "G uess W h o ’s C o m in g  to  D inner," "Pride and

Passion ," etc. To en joy  the su ccesses you have had, I w ould  
im agine, w as because  o f  yo u r th o ro u g h n ess in resea rch in g  your 
background  m ateria l for these  g rea t m ov ies, not on ly  for 
b e liev ab ility , bu t a lso  tru th  in m atter.

It is w ith  respec t to  tru th  in m atte r  that I am  w ritin g  to  you. 
T he item  in q u estion  is the film  you are u n d ertak in g  to  direct: 
"E leanor R o o sev e lt’s N ig g ers."  A d v an ce  p u b lic ity  in d ica tes that 
the  761st T ank  B atta lion  cap tu red  the  tow n  o f  T ille t, B elg ium . 
W hatever su ccesses the 7 6 Is t  T ank  B a tta lio n  m ay have en joyed  
(and  I do not deny  them  any  g lo ry ) it should  not include the 
cap tu re  o f  T ille t, B elg ium .

I know  o f  w here  I am  sp eak in g  becau se  C o m p an y  I, 346th 
In fan try  R egim ent, 87th D ivision , took  the tow n o f  T ille t by 
house-to -house  figh ting . T he fo u r d ay  a ttack  w as responsib le  for 
the  a ttrition  from  80 m en and  4 o ffice rs  to  the  final count o f  30 
m en and  1 o ffice r (m yself). T he ba ttle  w as e x cep tio n a lly  b itte r 
and  the on ly  "C ongressional M edal o f  H onor" fo r the  87th 
In fantry  D ivision  w as aw arded  po sth u m o u sly  to  C urtis  Shoup , a 
m em b er o f  C o m p an y  I in that battle.

Letter from Stanley Kramer:
T hank  you very  m uch  fo r y o u r le tte r reg ard in g  ou r p roposed  

film  " E .R .N ," -"E le a n o r  R o o se v e lt’s N ig g ers ."
The film  is based  upon the  book  o f  the  sam e title  by D avid 

W illiam s, T h e c h a ra c te rs—th e ird ia lo g u e —the  in te rre la tio n sh ip s— 
are all suggested  by Mr. W illiam s but w ritten  and d ev elo p ed  by 
our adap tation . T he sam e is true  o f  the fic tional tow n o f  La 
C ro ix —bearin g  no re la tio n sh ip  to  T ille t, B elg ium . T he tow n is 
not c ap tu red —is used  as a run -th rough  fo r tan k s—and there  w ill 
be no co n flic t o f  in te rest o r u su rpa tion  o f  ach iev em en t by the 
87th In fan try  D ivision . W e deal o n ly  w ith  a d ram a tized  tank  
ach iev em en t by the  b lack  m en o f  the  761st T an k  B atta lion  in a 
to ta lly  d ifferen t sec to r—an invested  a ch iev em en t by o u r w riters.

I can  assure  you  there  w ill be no co n flic t o f  id en tifica tio n  or 
ach ievem en t. Be th a t as it m ay , p lease  accep t m y ad m ira tio n  and 
regard  for the  deeds o f  the 87th In fan try  D ivision. W e ow e a 
deb t o f  g ra titu d e  and  respec t and  I w ould  be the  last to  in trude 
on that debt.

Wording on Medal Honor Citation to S/Sgt Shoup:
On 7 January  1945, on the o u tsk irts  o f  the  v illag e  o f  T ille t, 

B elg ium , S /Sgt S houp  d is tin g u ish ed  h im se lf  by the fo llo w in g  act 
o f  heroism  above and beyond  the  call o f  duty: C o m p an y  I w as 
o ccu p y in g  the sides o f  a h ill on the  ap p ro ach es o f  the  tow n. T he 
enem y had a M G p laced  so as to co v er th is  position  and  w as 
p in n in g  the co m p an y  dow n. T he casu a lty  ra te  w as very  heavy  
and un less the  M G next w as e lim in a ted , the  w h o le  co m p an y  w as 
faced  w ith an n ih ila tio n . T hen , en em y  m o rta r and "88" shells 
began to fall all around . S /S g t Shoup , a B A R  m an c raw led  up 
to  w ith in  75 yards o f  the  M G and  tried  to  destro y  it. S ee in g  that 
he c o u ld n ’t do th is  from  th a t p o sitio n , he stood  up and  firing  the 
BAR from  the w aist, ad v an ced  to w ard  the nex t w ith  to tal 
d isregard  for his ow n life o r p e rsonal safe ty . B u lle ts w ere 
h ittin g  all a round  him  and  shell frag m en ts  filled  the  a ir near him . 
He w as hit several tim es and w as finally  k n o cked  dow n by 
enem y fire. A lthough  se rio u sly  w ou n d ed , he stru g g led  to  his 
feet and  co n tin u ed  to  adv an ce  un til he w as c lose  enough  to  th row  
a g renade  and  d estroy  the  nest. By h is co u rag eo u s and unse lfish  
act o f  b ravery , he no t on ly  saved  the  lives o f  o v er 60 m en , but 
he p e rm itted  the co m p an y  to  adv an ce  and  a tta in  its o b jec tive . 
R igh t a fte r k n o ck in g  ou t the  M G nest, S /S gt S houp  w as fa ta lly
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hit by  a b u lle t from  a n o th e r m ach in e  gun

[Mr. Pet rick also included quotes from  "U.S. Army in 
WWII - European Theater o f  Operations: The Last 
Offensive hy Charles B MacDonald]

"Victory in the Ardennes,"page 35:
H old in g  p a rt o f  B a sto g n e ’s o ld  p e rim ete r  defense  to  north  and 

no rthw est. T h e  101st A irb o rn e  D iv ision , w ith  an a ttach ed  
co m b a t co m m an d  o f  the  10th A rm o red  D iv ision , w as the  only  
read ily  av a ilab le  ex p erien ced  force  in M id d le to n ’s VII C orps.

M id d leto n  had  in ad d itio n  the  17th A irborne  D iv ision , and  tw o 
n ew co m ers to  th e  front, the  11th A rm ored  and the 87th In fantry  
D iv ision , w h ich  G enera l B rad ley  had sp ec ifica lly  d irec ted  to  be 
em p lo y ed  at B astogne  lest Patton  [shift?] the o ffensive  there  in 
fav o r o f  h is ch erish ed  d rive  near the  base o f  the B ulge.

In the fou r days p reced in g  ren ew al o f  the o ffensive  on 3 
Jan u ary , the  87th  In fan try  D iv ision , and the a rm o r had taken  
su b stan tia l losses, leav in g  the a rm o red  d iv is ion , "badly  
d iso rg an ized "  a fte r  loss o f  a th ird  o f  its tanks.

T o  en ab le  the  a rm o r to  catch  it’s b reath , the new  a irborne 
d iv is io n  w as to  e n te r  the  line o f  3 January .
"Victory’ in the Ardennes, page 39:

W ill h o p in g  to  m o u n t an a tta ck  aga in st the base, Patton  w orried  
now  lest the  G erm an s m ak e  good  th e ir  e scape  before  he cou ld  
act.

D esp ite  th e  ex o d u s o f  G erm an  a rm o r A m erican  troops found  no 
ev id en ce  on 7 and  8 Jan u ary  o f  G erm an  in ten t to  w ithdraw .

A lth o u g h  the  U .S. d iv is io n s around  the  sa lien t postponed  
fu rth e r a tta ck s  to  aw ait the  a rriv a l o f  the new  d iv ision , pa tro ls 
fuuiiu the en em y  as full o f  u g h i  as cvci.

T he 17th A irb o m e  D iv ision , and  the  87th  in tan try  D iv ision , 
m ean w h ile  ren ew ed  th e ir  a ttack s on bo th  days w ith  th e  usual 
G erm an  reac tio n .

For the  87th In fan try  D iv ision , try in g  to  b reak  into the 
c ro ssro ad s se ttlem en t o f  T ille t, m id w ay  b e tw een  B astogne  and  St. 
H ubert, th e  f ig h tin g  p roved  b itte rly  fru stra tin g  as ev ery  a ttem pt 
m et sh a rp  rep o ste  from  th e --F u eh re r B eg ie ith  B r ig a d e -a n o th e r  
e lite  u n ity  h eav y  in a rm o r—th at had  been  c rea ted  from  H itle r’s 
H o useho ld  G uard .

th s  MAYcctwd un its muciw no  **'rsci^itsts cxcciiis bu t instwud 
ex ecu ted  th e  k in d  o f  g rad u al, g ru d g in g  w ith d raw al th a t nobody  
did  b e tte r  th an  the  G erm an s w ith  th e ir  p en ch an t fo r co u n te ra ttack  
w h e n ev e r and  w h e rev e r  a p o sition  ap p roached  the  un ten ab le

N o t un til th e  th ird  day  o f  the  ren ew ed  o ffensive, 1 1 January , 
d id  any  firm  in d ica tio n s o f  w ith d raw al develop . On the w est 
w in g  o f  the  VII C orps, the 87th  In fan try  D iv ision , a fte r finally  
hav in g  en te red  T ille t the n igh t b efo re  found  the  G erm an s p u lling  
back , ab an d o n in g  St. H ubert and severa l sm a lle r tow ns, but 
leav in g  b eh in d  rea r  g u ards, ro ad b lo ck s and d ead ly  q u ilts  o f  
m ines.
Page 2:

N e ar T ille t, S ta f f  Sgt. C u rtis  F. Shoup , o f  the 87th D iv is io n 's  
346 th  R eg im en t, ch arg ed  h ead -o n  ag a in st a G erm an  m ach ine  gun 
firing  h is a u to m a tic  rifle  as he w ent. A lthough  the G erm an  fire 
cu t him  dow n , he m u stered  s treng th  as he d ied  to hurl a hand 
g ren ad e  th a t k n o ck ed  ou t the  en em y  gun. He w as aw ard ed  the 
M edal o f  H o n o r p o sth u m o u sly  ...

R e la ted  m ap s fo llow :
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26*  ̂ ANNUAL NATIONAL VBOB MINUTES

Tlic 26*  A nnual N ational R eunion o f  the V eterans o f  
the B attle  o f  the  B ulge « a s  held  09  O ct to 14 O ct 2006. at the 
Holida> Inn D o\vn to \\n . Louisx ille KY. A Book o f  R eports 
liad been prepared  by the o fficers as \ \e ll  as the N oinn iating  
C om m ittee  s report o f  n om inees for o ffice  w ere  d istribu ted , on 
the seals, to  all m eeting  attendees. Each memb>er o f  N atiom il 
in good standing, w h o 's  dues w ere pa id  and current. re ce i\e d  
a purple \o tin g  panel in their R egistra tion  packet to use for 
\ o ting  at the m eeting

T he A nnual M eeting  w as held  on F rid a \. 13 Oct 
2006 at the Holiday Inn Dow ntow n Hotel. Stanle> VVojtusik. 
P resident, w as absent due to health  reiisons. Past - President 
L ouis C unn ingham , ch aired  the m eeting  and  opened  the 
m eeting  at 2:().'> PM. John M cA uliffe. P resident o f  the C entral 
M assachuse tts  C luipter &  T n istee  led the group  in the Pledge 
o f  .Allegiance to  the flag. John B ow en. C haplain  s .Assistant. 
g a \e  the h n o c a tio n . T he fo llow ing  officers w ere seated  on  the 
dais: John D. B ow en. R ecord ing  Secretary: ’ D ee" Paris. VP 
Public  A ffairs; Lou C unningham . Past P residen t. John 
M cA uliffe. T n is tee  and  G eorge W atson. T rustee. T he C liair 
adx ised  the group  that the m eeting  w as be ing  taped as all 
m eetings are taped. He asked  for any ob jec tio n s and there 
w ere  none

John D B ow en. R ecord ing  Secretary, rose to present 
the M inutes o f  the  last 2.^"' A nnual N ational M eeting, held 30 
Sep tem ber 2005. at the Holidav Inn. P ittsburgh PA. T he 
m inutes had  been published  in the B ulge B ugle an d  copies had 
d is tribu ted  to all a ttendees at th is m eeting. T he S ecretar\ 
asked  for a n \ corrections, ad d itions or deletions. H earing  
none, it w as m oved b \ T om  B urgess, seconded and adop ted  to 
accept the m inutes o f  the last Anniuil N ational M eeting  as 
pre.sented

G eorge F isher. V ice President o f  C hapters, w as not 
present. N anc\ M onson  reported  for him  and Siiid that there 
are two possib le  new chap ters w ork ing  to form  at the present 
tim e, one m C incinnati OH and a possib le ch ap tcr in 
M ississippi. N anc\ adM sed the group  that if  anvone w as 
in terested  m form ing a chap ter that she cou ld  pro \ ide them  the 
mfo o f  N ational m em bers in their area  and o ther assistance  to 
get a ch ap ter o f f  the groiiiul

Neil B T hom pson. Vice President for M em bersh ip  
w as absent due to health  re;isoiis

R obert Phillips. V ice-P resident o f  M ilitan  Affairs 
w as not present

Dee P an s. Vice President o f  Public  A ffairs reported 
on and i.ilkcd about his serM im  on the State o f  M a n  land 
\  e te ran s C ouncil He ciicoum ged  each C hap ter to tr> and  get 
on the V eterans C ouncil in their state, if  there  is one

W illiam  T a>m an T reasurer, w as not present and 
Nanc> .Monson. H eadc |uaners A dm inistrator, presen ted  the 
B udget for the 2007 Fiscal 'I'ear. prepared b> him . a co p \ o f  
w hich  w as m the Book o f  R ep(nts that had been d istribu ted  
riie budget proposed SI .'’2 . 1 o f  E stim ated  Incom e and 

S14l.44.> o f E stim ated  O perating  E xpenses for 2007 In most 
cases, th is  budget is based  on pre\ lous budget expend itu res

and  the incom e estim a ted  m a sim ila r m anner. Si/.eable 
e.xpenses b \ com m ittees m ust be p re -a p p ro \ed  b \ the
E .\ec u ti\e  C ouncil.

T he p ream ble  o f  the Proposed  B udget sa id  in part 
■'We h a \e  been  do ing  a really good  jo b  in  m ain tain ing  dues at 
the $15.00 le \e l due to incom e from  o th er sources. A great 
deal o f  th is is due to the incom e we re e e i\e  from  the sale o f  
C ertifica tes and  the Q u arte rm aste r item s ” N anc\ M o n so n  -  
rose to an sw er q uestions on the proposed  budget fo r 2006-07. 
The B udget w as based  on a m em bersh ip  o f  7000 people.

PROPOSED BUDGET 2006-07

INCOME ACCOUNTS 
Spendable Income
D ues from  Anniuil M em bers 
D onations
O u arterm aste r M em orab ilia  Sales 
C ertifica te  Sales 
M iscellaneous Incom e 
Sa\ in as A ccount

$105 ,000  
750

17 500 
2..>00 

75
____IjO
$126,445

S pendable Incom e C a rr> o \e r  from  2005-06 15.(K)0 
T otal Spendable Incom e for FY 2005-06 $141.445 
R csenc Income
Life M em bersh ips (70+) $ 5.(K)0
Life m em bersh ips (70-) 250
Interest on RescPi c A ccounts 5.500
Total R cse r\e  Incom e $ 10.750
Total E stim ated  Incom e $152.195

EXPENDITURES
President 
E x e c u tn e  V'ice President 
V ice President. C hapter C oord inator 
Vice President. Militar> Affairs 
V ice President. M em bersh ip  
T reasurer
R ecording S ec re tan  
C orrespond ing  Secretarx 
H eadquarters O ffice 

Contractor. O fc Supplies, Postage. Prtg 
Storage rental 

•Sales:
(. ertificates 

M ailing tubes, supplies, postage, etc 
O uarterm aster 

R epicnisliing iinento i'y . Slipg. Postage 
B ulge Bugle 

Printing. Postage. M ailing  p reparation  
Professional E xpenses 

Andiling. Insiinince. etc 
D ecem ber lo  Luiieheoii 
M iscellaneous C om m ittee  Expenses 
A nlicipated 2oo"' C on \ C osts a b o \e  Incom e 
Post Budget E xpenses
T otal 0 |X 'ra tn ig  E xpenses for F^' 2005-06 $

S i.f,^00
500
.000
500
500
500
500
250

6 2 .5 0 0
2.000

(>50 

I ■'v'̂ 511 

4."!..^9 5

1 ..'SI Hi
2.500

1.500 
J J  M10

141.445

(C on tinued)
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A iiio iion  w as m ade by W ayne F ie ld  (o a p p ro \e  the 
2()0()-()7 B udget a s  p resen ted  u liic li w as seconded  b> K icliard 
W h eeler T he m otion  w as approxed  b \ unan im ous \o ie

A q u estio n  later w as ra ised  about the R eserve Fund  & 
Incom e Nanc> M onson said that the dues o f  Life M em bers Is 
requ ired  to  be pul m a R eserve (e sc ro w ) Fund to sustain  the 
m em bersh ip  o f  the  Life M em bers. T h is fund now is about 
'S222.IXHI from  which, the o rgani/.a tion  is a llow ed  (o u!ili./c (lie 
in terest on  ihal Fund for the Life M em bers co n tribu tion  lo the 
organiA il ion

T he report on the 2005 R eunion  w as ,ui\en b \ N anc\ 
M onson  in ihe absence  o f  G eorge C hekan. She said ihai the 
reuiuoii w as successfu l and  had a p io fil o f  seven  or eight 
ihousaiid  dollars.

John B ow en reported  that the Anmuil B anquet and 
C 'om incinoralion  o f  ihc start o f  the  B altic  o f  liie B ulge w ould 
be liclu b \ ihc Biitlle Oi the B ulge H istorical Fouiidiilion oii the 
14"' and 15' '̂ o f  D ecem ber 2006  ai the D oiib leT ree Cr>stal 
C it\ b \ H illon. m A rlington VA. T here  w ill be a bus in p  lo 
liie new I.S  M arine  C orps M useum  (thai opened  on lo  N o\ 
200(>) on the 15"' o f  Dec fo llow ed b \ ihe B anquei in ihe 
ev e n in g  sta rting  at 6 15 PM Further de ta ils  and R egisira lion  
I 'o rn is arc m the current B ulge Bugle. Dorothv D a \is  w ill be 
inoM iig to re iincssee  but will still rem ain  a c l i \e  flic  BOB 
H istorical Foundation  is responsib le  for p re serv ing  the iiis io n  
o f  Ihc B attle  o f  the  B ulge and  as such  accep ts m aterial o f  a 
h is io n ca l nature  on the B ulue T his m aterial is stored at the

(Continuation)

! S \tn iv  Mi!i! H is ? - -  !. .. . lisle Riirracl''^ for
liirihcr research  bv h istorians.

loiiii Bowcii reported  on CcM illcatcs and that 
du p lica te  ccrlifica lcs w ith the sam e in forn ia lion  on them  for 
tlicir ch ild ren  or grandchild ren , can be obtained, so thcv do not 
have 10 m ake that decision  A ppro \im atclv  5oo ccn ifica tc s  
liavc been |)n iited  th is vcai He a lso  m fonm .d  the m em bers 
that ilie c em ric a te s  arc done up generallv at the end o f the 
m onth  b \ Naiicv M onson in the Headciiiariers O lficc  and  ihcir 

itiicd. riic  i^o>i c.̂ niv_̂ . D u \ lui \ r x ) c  
\\;is cliiiiiucil b> the Postal Sciv icc  and is now Pf) B o \ 
K iU IS . A rlm m on \  A 22210-44IX
ioliii ilicn talked about the B attle o f  the B ulge Reenacim citi 
tli.ii IS held each  last full w eek o f  Jaiiuarv. 2 ’-2S lanuarv 
j n t r  :ii I'l indiantow ii G ap PA bv liie \ \  V\ ll Federation  This 
'.’lo iip  ot lecnac to r'. m viie  the V eterans ti' aitond. in o rder lo 
iioih)! tlicm. as well as lo give llie v e terans an opportim itv to 
spend  a lew davs in au then tic  NWM! barracks again  and relive 
th^ii basic iiaiiiiiig  davs R egistra tion  form s w ere availab le  ai 
the iiie jiiii'j Bulge Biiulc L tlitor G eor'jc  C hekan w as not 
prcseni I'ui a icpoit

\I)M IN IS T R A T 1 V E  O FFIC E  \a n c v  .Monson 
responded  to an earlie r qiicstioii aboiii l ife M em bersliip  costs 
M em bers below the age o f  (>5 is S I 25. M em bers (>5 and above 
ihe Life D ues arc  'i>''5 If vou pav to be a L.ife M em bei before 
'.o u r dues are  due then vou can  take credit for the dues iliat 
voii paid for that vear Lite M em bersh ip  rules apjjlv to 
\s so c ia te  M em bersh ips a lso  Naiicv said  that we iiave 
ijiproM inatelv '0 0 0  m em bers She a lso  said thai the \  ROB 

.'peaiti.'a iion  w ould accept d o nations m ade b> m em bers in 
tiieir W i l i s  W e have had a m em ber leave \  BOB S lo .o o o  
C ontact \a n c v  for fiinher in form ation  'she a lso  eneoiii.i>!ed

u n its w ho arc d isbanding  o r w liosc m cm bcrsl'.ip is so low tliat 
tliev can  no longer pul on a reunion to com e loin liic VBO B 
R eun ions T he lo"' A rm ored D ivision, w hich had its last 
reun ion  th is vear. has m ade cnquirv to that effect A Icngthv 
d iscussion  ensued  about people be ing  m em bers o f  C hapters 
that arc not m em bers o f the N ational VBO B Ih e  B v-law s 
specificallv  do not allow anv one to be a m em ber o f a C ha|)ier 
ih.al is not firs! a incm bcr o f  N ational V arious suggestions 
and  m otions w ere m ade, w hich d ied  for lack o f  seconds The 
consensus v\as that the Executive C ouncil should address this 
prob lem  and if  it docs not then the m em bers will

N O M IN A T IO N S: Lou C unningham . Past President 
and  C hair o f  the N om inating  C om m ittee  p resented  the 
N o m inations for the 200()-07 E.xccutive C ouncil as follow s: 
President Neal B T hom pson. 740' ‘ T ank Bn

Staiilev W oitusik . 106th lu ll)
Exec V'lce Pres John  i Dunlcav v . T ank  Bn
VP M em bersh ip  Neil B T hom pson. '4 o '' ' T ank  Bn
VP C hap ters John E M cA uliffc. S7 ' lu ll)
VP M ilitarv .AlTairs R obert F Phillips. 2S ' InfD
VP Public  A ffairs D em etri Paris. 9"' .ArmdD
T reasu re r W 'illiam  P T avinan . S7' InfD
C orresp o n d in g  Secretarv Dorothv S Davis. 57“' Fid H ospital 
R ecord ing  Secretar> John D Bowen. Associate M em ber 
T rustee  T h ree-Y ear Frances W D ohertv. Associate
T rustee  T h ree-Y ear E arle O  Edm onds. 26" hi ID
I rustee I hree-'i ear Jam es W Hunt. 1 lu ll)
T riislco T w o \  c:ir H arr. M erisel •>6'' ' A A \  \W  Rn
T rustee  T w o -Y ear G eorge L W atson. 87 ' liilD
T rustee  'l 'w o - \ 'e a r  Joseph  Z im m er. S7' lu ll)
T rustee  O n e-Y ear R ichard  G G iicn ihcr 51 I ' 1 ngr C'o
fru s tec  O n e-Y ear R alph Bo/.arth. .Associate M em ber
T rustee  O n e - 'i 'ea r  V acant*
♦Filled 14 Nov oo Exec C ouncil bv T h o m as R C h an ibe is 
A rindD

,'\ secret ballot for President w as d istribu ted  to 
iiie inbeis .lad Sl<ai!>_> W oilusik  w as el cv_icvl Presid<.iU, .A 
m otion  bv Bill France m oved that Ihe Secret,irv cast one vote 
for Ihe re inam ing  nom inees it was seconded  bv Dee Paris 
and  the n iolion w as approved  unam nioiisiv hin Barlow 
m oved that m the future that anv can d idate  for office i'urnish 
111 advance a short bio It v\as seconded and iiiianiinoiislv 
ap |)roved

M A \ Bl
W avne Fields asked if A ssocia te  M em bers can hold 

office and  the response w as ves He a lso  asketl abi'iii the 
s ta tus oi the invesiigatio ii into the 2004 i n p  to hiiroi>e 
( liairnian ( iiniim gham  stated thai the m atter w as now in ihe 
hands o f law enforcem ent

Bill France indiealed  that the ( jo v e rn o r ot A n /o n a  
has signed a bill to place a \  BOB .Memorial on iheir Capital 
G rounds

R ichard  W heeler. 5 |7  p |R . rose to introdiiee him scli 
as a represen tative  o f  ihe new (Centra! O hio  C hapiei -  (.s 
b rin g in g  good w ishes o f  ch ap te r President Alton I itsm berger 
He w anted  to ex tend  an mv itation to the N ational < )ri:ani/aiio ii 
to C o lum bus O hio  and let the N ational o rgan i/atH 'ii know that 
tiiev w ould  be w illing  to host anv reunion ot the \  e te rans ot 
the B attle  o f  the  B ulue in then  citv in the fntiiie  The M idw est
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H otel and  C onfercncc  C enter. \\ liicli luis hosted  a num ber o f  
V e terans o rg iin izations tlierc also, w ould  like to w elcom e 
V B O B  to C olum bus. O h io  for a future reunion.

W a\ ne F ields proposed  that we know a >ear ahead  o f 
tim e w here  the reunion is go ing  to be. It w as m ade into a 
m otion  bv T om  C ham bers that we h a \e  m ore than  a \e a r  
notice o f  w here  and  w hen the ne.xt reunion m eeting  w ill be 
held. It w as seconded  and  a show o f  ballo ts w as had. The 
m otion  passed  48 to 5.

T om  C ham bers. Rccon Platoon. .Annored
D i\ ision  rose to  talk about a p roposal, for the c reation  o f  a 
B attle  o f  B ulge M em oria l T heater, w hich  w as d istribu ted  at 
the m eeting . W liat is the stor> to be lo ld ’ M en i t  w om en 
caugh t up  m a war. T he e \e n ts  m ust speak for them selves. 
C h ron icle  the spirit o f  the  dutifu l m en  and  w om en. A m otion 
w as m ade b> D ec Paris and seconded  b> L inco ln  H am er that, 
no later than D ecem ber 1.̂ . 2006. the V BO B President or 
E xecutive  C ouncil shall appoin t a com m ittee  o f  f i \e  reliable 
and  co m peten t V'BOB m em bers to stud> in a ftur m anner the 
d e s irab ilit\ and  the feasib ilit\ o f  e s tab lish in g  a B attle  o f  the 
B ulge M em orial T heatre  as proposed  b \ V BO B M em ber 
T hom as R. C ham bers and. further, a report o f  their find ings 
and  recon im cndations be g ixen to the E .\ec u ti\e  C ouncil no 
later than Jul> I. 2007 and  to the m em bersh ip  at large before 
O c tober 15. 2007. A fter d iscussion  a \o te  w as taken  and  the 
m otion passed.

FO R T H E  G O O D  O F T H E  O R D ER : Jim  Johnson. 
A ssocia te  M em ber, said he looked for the m eeting  lo be 
handled  b \ R o b e rt's  R ules o f  O rd e r and  expressed  conccrn  
that it could  Ik a c  been better handled  acco rd ing  to R obert s 
Rules. He offered  his se n  ices to he lp  conduct the m eetings 
by R obert s R ules in the future. He asked  that a copy o f  the 
o rg a n i/a tio n  B \-law s be fu rn ished  to  him  

T he m eeting ad jo u n ied  al 4:00  PM

Respccifiiliv subm iiicd .

John D Bowen.
R ccordiim  S e c rc tan

GOOD VIBRATIONS-NOPE!
C E C I L  D . G I L L I A M ,  9 T H  A I R  F O R C E ,  
H E A D Q U A R T E R S , p ro v id es the  fo llow ing  reg ard ing  his 
serv ice  d u rin g  A n tw rep-X : there  w ere  22 arm y  batta lions, 90m m  
guns, 40m m  guns, sea rch lig h t and rad ar un its all in cgn tact and 
w e w ere  u su a lly  c lose  en ough  to  each  o th er th a t we could  be 
seen. W e su re ly  co o p era ted  and he lp  d efend  each other. O ur 
reports , in fo rm ation , ac tio n  w as co m p le ted  in p a ir s -o n e  for the 
arm y  and the o th er w en t to  the 9th  A ir D efense C om m and.

W e had v ery  few  co n tac ts  w ith  anyone  excep t abo9ut every  
o th er w eek  w e w o u ld  ge t rep lacem en t am m u n itio n , 5 gallon  cans 
o f  w a ter, 5 gallon  can s o f  gaso lin e  fo r the  p o w er p lant, and C or 
K ra tio n s and  o ccasio n a lly  m ail. It w as very  lonely  excep t w hen 
the  qu ie t w as broken  by s tra tln g  and the V-1 B uzz B om bs w hich 
w ere  co n stan tly  sc ream in g  o v er us. Y ou cou ld  first hear them  
com ing , feel the v ib ra tio n s and  see the tlam es. T hen  the a rtille ry  
w ould  a ttack , and  they  e ith e r b lew  up or h eaded  stra igh t for the 
ground . □

Task Force Peiper
[M ITCH ELL KAIDY, 87TH IN F A N T R Y  DIVISION,
remarks at Battle o f  the Bulge Monument, Ontario Beach 
Park, in Rochester, New York, December 16, 2006] 

S ix ty -tw o  y ears  a fte r the  B attle  o f  the  B ulge, there  are still 
phases o f  the  w o rld ’s largest b a ttle  th a t are fascina ting , repu lsive , 
but no t g en era lly  know n. O ne o f  these  involves T ask  Force 
P eiper, a c rack  force  o f  6 ,000  G erm an  troops led by the 
d eco ra ted  and  fie rce ly  d ed ica ted  N azi, C olonel Joach im  Peiper.

A s you  all know , P e ip e r’s T ask  Force w as responsib le  fo r the 
h id eo u s m assacre  o f  o v er 300 A m erican  troops plus 100 unarm ed  
c iv ilian s at M alm edy , B elg ium . But T ask  Force P e iper should  
a lso  be re m em b ered  for w hat it d id n ’t a c c o m p lish -a tte m p tin g to  
p io n ee r a huge  g ro u n d /a irb o rn e  op eratio n  that, a lth o u g h  it 
u ltim a te ly  w en t aw ry , dese rv es to  be b e tte r know n.

W hat P e ip er and the  lead ing  N azi gen era ls  p lanned  w as to  
te rro rize  A m erican  T roops by d ro p p in g  para tro o p ers  from  o ver
100 a irc ra ft w h o  w o u ld  m ee t w ith  P e ip e r’s 30 P an th er tanks and 
30 G erm an  h a lf-track s, p lus 6 ,000  h eav ily -a rm ed  N azi so ld iers. 
T h is huge  fo rce  w o u ld  th en  m ove on to  A n tw erp —the supp ly  port 
th a t w as the  u ltim ate  B attle  o f  the  B ulge ob jec tive .

A cco rd in g  to  th e ir  p rec ise  tim e tab le , th is w as to  happen  the 
second  day  o f  the  B attle  o f  the  B ulge, D ecem b er 17, 1944. 
G erm an  p a ra tro o p ers , flow n in on m ore than  100 a irc raft, w ere 
to  be d ro p p ed  a t a p re -a rran g ed  tim e at a c learin g  in the 
A rd en n es area.

W ell, P e ip er and  h is ram p ag in g  fo rces (and  I m ean  ram p ag in g ) 
a rriv ed  at the  d rop  po in t, but w h a t the N azis h a d n ’t an tic ip a ted  
w as se v e re ly -o v ercas t w eath e r. O n D ecem b er 17, o v er 100 
G erm an  ca rrie r  p lanes d escen d ed  to w ard  the drop  zone and 
p ro m p tly  go t lost in the  th ick  m ist w hich  w e all rem em b er...an d  
ge t th is .. .o f  the  sev era l hun d red  G erm an  p ara troopers , o n ly  about 
ten  found  the  righ t c learin g . T he rest go t lost, p ro v id en tia lly  got 
sep ara ted , and, b e in g  a lo n e  and  lead erless, w ere  n ev er a fac to r in 
the w ar.

O ne w ho  ju m p e d  in the righ t p lace  w as the  p a ratroop  
co m m an d er, the  ag in g  Col." V an d er H ydte, w ho  found h im se lf  
a lm o st a lone. W hen  P e ip er looked  and c o u ld n ’t find e ith e r 
V an d er H ydte o r the  c rack  paratro o p ers , it set the stage for his 
m urd ero u s ram p ag e  against the  A m erican s w ho w ere b lock ing  
him  from  k eep in g  to  his tim e tab le . A nd du rin g  these  ram pages, 
for reasons unknow n, he a lso  k illed  the unarm ed  B elgian 
c itizens.

C o lo n el P e ip e r w as tried  a fte r the  w a r and im prisoned  for w ar 
crim es. B ecause  o f  som e sort o f  fau lty  ev id en ce , he w as 
re leased  y ears  la te r and m oved  to F rance. T here , In a sus­
p ic io u sly -se t fire, he and  his house  w en t up in t la m es—a deserved  
end for a m ass m u rd ere r .n
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M A R K  V O U R  C A L E N D A R S -

VBOB 
2007 

REUNION
Dates: September 25, 2007 

to September 30, 2007

Location: Lincolnshire Marriott Resort in Lincolnshire, IL
T he L inco lnsh ire  sits on  !9 0  w ooded  acres in  the  N orth  Shore C hicago suburbs abou t 18 
m iles  n o rth  o f  O ’H are A irport. It includes an 18-hoIe g o lf  course  and jo g g in g  and  h ik ing  
tra ils  a long  the D es P la ines R iver Trail. T here  are five restau ran ts and  lounges and  an 
800 seat capacity  theatre , w hich  a ttracts nearly  h a lf  a  m illion  people a year to  its 
m usica ls. T he m usica l “T he P roducers” by M el B rooks w ill be p lay ing  in the theatre  
d u rin g  o u r stay. T h is is tru ly  a m agn ificen t resort.
T he w eb  site  for the L inco lnsh ire  is
h t t p : /  m a r T i o t t . c o m / p r o p c r t v / p r o p c r t \ p a u e /C H IL N

Room rates: $85/night plus tax 

Attractions/Sightseeing:
•  C uneo  M ansion  and M useum  - B u ilt as a  •Private residence the C uneo  m ansion  is 

n o w  a h isto ric  house  m useum , w h ich  is really  m any  m useum s b lended  in to  one.
•  C hicago  B otanic  G arden  -  board  a  tram  for a beau tifu l overv iew  o f  the  G a rd en ’s 

385 acres.
•  V olo  A uto  M useum  and A ntique M alls -  con ta ins th ree  auto  show room s, a  W W II 

com bat zone, m ercan tile  m all, H ollyw ood show room , etc.
•  C hicago  T our and R iver C ru ise  - see the M em oria l W ater W all a t So ld ier Field . 

M illenn ium  Park, N avy P ier and  the arch itec tu ra l river c ru ise  tour.

Complete details will be published in the May issue of the Bulge Bugle. 

WE NEED VOUR PHOTO

A v id eo /aud io  presen ta tion , con ta in ing  pho tos o f  all peop le  w ho attend  o u r reun ion  in 
L inco lnsh ire , IL is be ing  developed . M ake a copy, not a  X erox copy , o f  the fo llow ing  
p ho tos and prin t the first and  last nam es o f  all people  on the back o f  each photo.

•  A bu lge ve teran , du ring  the  w ar, in their W W II uniform , (include the nam e o f  the
unit in w hich  he/she served).
A recen t p ictu re  o f  the veteran .
■A p ictu re  o f  bo th  the veteran  and their spouse/com panion .

M ail to;
Ralph W. Bozorth
608 Treaty Road
Plym outh M eeting , PA 19462
u 1
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REPORT
from John E. McAuiiffe 

VBOB Vice President for Chapters

Through this report let me please extend my congratulations to 
the new ly-elected officers o f the VBOB organization, elected in 
O ctober, 2006, at the Reunion in Louisville, Kentucky. I 
hum bly accept my post as the new ly-elected Vice President o f 
Chapters succeeding the retired past holder o f  that office, George 
Fisher, President o f  the SE Florida C hapter (LXIl). I must 
congratulate G eorge for the great job  he has done over the past 
five years in this position and reaching out to the chapters for the 
good o f the organization. His involvem ent with his own SE 
Florida Chapter, by increasing their num bers immensely, as one 
o f  the top three chapters in m em bership speaks o f his hard work 
and devotion not only for the benefit o f  his chapter but for all 
the chapters he has corresponded with, i can only hope to do as 
well as 1 assume the office he served so diligently.

We are all aware o f the current problem s that veterans 
organizations are faced with today. The VFW , AL, AMVETS, 
and others are losing mem bers, mostly due to the advanced age 
o f the WWII veterans that com prise the bulk o f these groups and 
the fact that 1,500 WWII veterans are dying da ily -thus 
dim inishing their mem berships. Our own VBOB mem bers, now 
in their 80s, and most with physical handicaps which limit their 
active participation are now bow ing out o f m em bership. Thus, 
we have seen that about 4-5 chapters have becom e non- 
funciiuiiul u!!ii ulliers aic coiibidciijig "fbldiilg thcii ieilts"...s0 to 
speak.

Since the VBOB chapters have no physical properties and most 
m eetings are held at veterans posts or restaurants, the problems 
incurred on disbandm ent are not quite as existent. VFW and Al, 
posts city-w ide have jo ined  forces in some places and others 
pooled their resources to cope with the current crisis o f lack o f 
mem bers. For the VBOB chapters to do likewise is quite 
im possible because o f the extrem e distances between state 
cliapiers I believe we have reaciieii the end iif tiie line in 
form ing new chapters considering the factors m entioned above. 
For the larger chapters, continuance may present little or no 
problem to stay existent, but for the others, to rem ain in force 
may be a hardship. Thus we may see in the ensuring 2-3 years 
the closing o f more chapters. The dem ise o f the N ational VBOB 
at this tim e has not been a topic o f intense discussion but does 
loom in the very near future.

Considering the above I would like to see the rem aining 
chapters adopt the practice o f  "preserving our legacy" as set forth 
in the reasons for our existence as an organization. Before 
disbandm ent it would behoove chapters to create a memorial in 
the form o f a m onum ent in their respective areas. Such a 
m onum ent would acknow ledge the sacrifices made by the gallant 
men and women who participated in Ardennes Campaign, the 
greatest battle ever fought by the American Army. A nationwide 
o f m em orials would thus pay the deserved tribute to our comrade 
"battlers." Several chapters have already established monum ents 
in their areas that are visible to the public in their locale. They 
are to be com m ended. I suggest that these chapters forward a 
photo and accom panying text o f their m onum ent to the VBOB 
website which can be found in The Bulge Bugle. This has been 
recom m ended by the w ebm aster o f the site.

Please lake iioie liiai liie lopic o f  cliaptei iiieiiibeis pav iiig iheii

national dues has been a critical issue and was discussed at the 
O ctober Loui.sville Reunion. It is expected that all members 
submit national dues annually. Membership starts with 
belonging to the parent Veterans o f the Battle o f the Bulge. Inc. 
Hopefully, the presidents o f all chapters will remind their 
mem bers to pay the annual national dues. This issue has been 
stressed from tim e-to-tim e by the Executive Council and the 
chapter presidents have been reminded as well.

Please sent to me repons o f your chapter activities ai least 
tw ice throughout the year. Notice o f important events may also 
be sent to The Bulge Bugle for publication.

Finally, I wish you all good health in the New Year and 
continued great comradeship throughout ’07.
Please respond to:

John E. McAuiiffe 
VP Chapters. VBOB 
425 Pleasant St, #1410 
W orcester, MA UlbU9 
508-754-7183

GOOD FUND RAISER

Harry M eisel reports that his Florida chapter collects used books 
and delivers them to their local VA clinic. Their volunteer 
group raises funds by selling them on Monday mornings and 
they sell like hot cakes. Harry places labels on the inside cover 
stating that the books are a donation o f the Veterans o f the Battle 
o f the Bulge.

In addition they bring magazines o f all kinds (The Bulge Bugle
_______________- ___Kiwiuvjwuy vviiivii a i v  p iaw v u  v̂ ii laigL. lauic .^ iii iiiL> 5a ii ic  d icu .

Some o f the books go to the nursing hom e.a

A LITTLE DOG TAG HISTORY
[The fo llow ing  injormation appeared in "Old Hickory
N ew s" the new sletter o f  the 30th Infantly Division,]

Dog tags evolved during WWII to 4 types;
T ype I was used from December 1940 to November 1941.
T ype II was used from Novem ber 1941 to July 1943.
Both bore the so ld ier's name, serial number (ASN). and next 

o f k in ’s name and address.
Blood type and religious affiliation were added in the later 

iiiontlis, to T y p e  !!.
T ype III dropped the next o f  kin. and added blood type and 

date o f tetanus shots, and was used from July 1943 to March
1944.

T ype IV then came into use in April 1944, and differed from 
Type 11 in that one 's surname was now listed tlrst. I'ollowed by 
first name and middle initial.□

ARE YOUR  ̂
DUES DUE?
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Remembrance & Commemoration 
62"̂ * Anniversary \  BOB 

Banquet, 15 Dec 2006
b> Joscpli F. Zimmer 
H7''' Infantn Division 

Compam B. ,’43''' Inl'aiUn

Oncc again. \\c  meet lo recall and honor, those days, 
those men. those women, those warriors, who helped &)%e 
Western C i\ili/n lion  those man\ years ago in WWII. 
Emerson s;nd "E \e r\ hero bccomes a bore at last" 
N c\criheless. the stor> telling will ensure that our joum e\ to 
this siicred will keep us connected lo each other, to what wc 
experienced in battle during those terrifying times, our 
inherited strength, and most especiali\. to those who h a \e  
gone before us. Life becomes death, the shatterer of worlds 
and dreams. Our Armed Forces numbered about 174 thousand 
men. ranking 17'*' in the world behind such nations as Bulgaria 
and Portugal, at tlie time of the attack on pearl Harbor, whose 
65''' anni\crsar> we commemorated eight d;i>s ago. We 
turned into a global fighting force o f more than X million, an 
.'\rm> without which our Allies could not ha \e  defeated N a/i 
Germany under Hitler, and. Emperor Hirohito o f Japan.

In all of this, it is worthwhile to remember some 
words of war They were uttered b\ Joshua Chamberlain 
when he rctunied to the battlefield. man\ years after Ins 
heroics on Little Round Top during the C i\il War. "In great 
deeds something abides. On great fields o f battle something 
sta\s" said the old soldier. "Generations that know us not and 
that we know not o f  heart-drawn to see where and by whom 
great things were suffered and done for them, shall come to 
know tlicir this deathless field, to ponder and dream." This 
too can be said alxiut all the areas wc fought m panicularK 
during the Battle ol the Bulge, the r i\e r  crossings, etc.. in 
WWll

The history o f the world, like letters without poetry, 
fiowers without fragrance, or thoughl without imagination, 
would be a dr> matter indeed without its legends. And \e t. 
man\ of these, though scorned b\ proof o f a hundred times, 
seem worth p resenm g for their own familiar sakes VMiat we 
did as participants, whal we c\pcricnced. represents the 
engrafted lo\ e of our bckned  coun tn . our fellow cili/ens and 
freedom In the suburbs of our heails. we remember that we 
were pari of a gathering of the iioblesi of men who c\ er Ined
III the tides of times.

We feel that we must draw on our history, what we 
went tliroiigh. to e\perience. It all fils us. each one. lo a "T" - 
H on^iy. Loyally. Iiiieurin Our founders, preseni and past 
officers. Chapter leaders and our Historical Foundalion. are 
owed a great debt of gratitude to alTord us such a \ chicle; and 
each of these annual conmiemorations. m the companx of our 
companions, lo once again gather logether. keeps alive in the 
spccial \aiilt of the national imagination, ihe gallantry. 
bra\er>. ulon and sacrifices displased during our sen  ice in 
World War II It is good to be reminded that there were such 
men. that there always h a \c  been and always will be. "We 

sonietiiiies forget 1 think." said historian Siephen .Ambrose, 

"lliai you can manufacture weapons, and \o ii can purchase

ammunition, but you can t buy valor and you can t pull 
heroes, off an assembly line."

A highlight o f happenings since our last 
com m em oration is the memorial at Arlington National 
Cemetery. Section 21. that garden stone, where over 26().()0() 
are buried. It was dedicated on Mav 8. 20(X) to the American 
Soldier (both men & women) who fought in the Battle of the 
Bulge. So much thanks and gratitude is due to Superintendent 
o f Arlington Cemeterv. our Congress, the Belgium and 
Luxembourg people, a few members o f the Veterans o f the 
Battle of tlie Bulge, particularly, our current President, officers 
and Executive Council O ur thanks and gratitude lo the 
grateful people o f the K.ingdom o f Belgium and the Gnind 
Duchy o f Luxembourg.

The ly.OOO who died, during the 41 davs. did not 
leave this earth in the snows o f  Belgium and Luxembourg, the 
way a snowflake disiippcars. without a single pennanent 
inipnnt to mark their passing. Their n tirk  is in the freedom 
now enjoved by the peoples o f those brave countries, 
particu'.ariy. and western civili/.atioii. We also rem ember the
69.000 wounded and the 10.000 captiv es. We nirelv reah /e  it. 
but as we grew up in the war we were living and writing our 
own book o f lessons. Most o f us cast the book aside when we 
got too busv being adults. But we reallv needed those lessons 
when wc had our own children -  not to te;ich our kids, but to 
reeducate ourselves. Sure it changed us We. cvervdav. 
looked death riglu in the eve. It helped us sift out our 
priorities and the tnie meaning o f life.

Even we who were trained lo kill or destroy -  surely 
most o f us were nauseated at what we must do to sun ive ; 
w hen we rcjiched the end o f our rope, we tied a knot and hung 
on Combat life is a dailv uncertainty

Before manv more vears pass, all that will remain of 
historv s most terrible war will be the books, cemeteries and 
monuments and museums. No one will remain lo remember 
those who fell, where thc> came from, whv ihcv fought and 
se n e d  so valiantly, how it fell to watch them die We can 
onlv ask whv w eren't thev given more time. There will be no 
reunions o f those who sen cd . retelling improbable tales We 
here, ofien iliiiik of the passing vears and quietiv note who 
else hasn 't made it back this vear These arc not statistics -  
these arc persons -  fi iends.
The women who waited -  a mother, wife, sister, even a 
daughter, all the women who have accom panied us here w is h  
to express their thanks. I'm  sure, to God. whom we all 
worship, for His bringing their men and women, sons and 
daughters, home siifelv and lo have shared them all Ihese 
vears Thev have been sw ecthcans. wives, daughters -  and as 
companions. honicm;ikers and mothers, too; thev have helped 
to heal ihe wounds both in mind and bodv o f us veterans

Then. ‘>4 million were drafted and in that number 
onlv 271 were conscienlious objectors -  speaks v olumes of the 
just cause and spini wc had as a nation One hundred 
thousand women also served m uniform, and anoiher two 
million left home for the first time, sen  mg in faclories (Rosie 
the Rivetors) performing jobs lo conlnbuie lo the war effori. 
replacing the men who were in the battle. As we are the hv iiig 
vve happv few. a band o f men and women, we niu.si allow the 
greater share o f honor to fall on ourselves. The bond wc 
formed long ago had manv o f us roots with evcrvone here this 
evening and Ihe manv more who are nol here The truth of
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\\h:U \\c  went through !;;is no spccial time o f its own Its hour 
is !in\\ -  ;!!v.a>s It g i\c s  t!ie he to Socrates v.ho though! 
iioihmg biici cuuid c \c i liiippcii lu guou (x.opie.

In sumniarv then, facing death in the creul fierce 
world of combat. e \e r \ thing abnormal and unstable, the cold, 
wind. snow, below freezing temperalues. it g i\es  one a 
different perspecti\e o f what is iniporlant in life. H a\e  heard 
that of the original 200 men m our rifle conipans. perhaps 
only tw enl\-iune came home. man\ wounded, fhose were the 
numbers we evpcricnccd as we fouglit and saw our b ra\e  
com rades die. and also main wounded or captured That part 
o f our li\e s was nc\ er poor m purpose or barren in results, and 
the new friends we made, from lime to tnue. were alwaxs a 
continuing blessing.

Thanks to all those who keep the torch lit. keep our 
Chapters and Historical Foundation going these main \e a rs  ; 
volunteers and olTieers. so faithful m the piirsiui o f ihe idea 
that we n.ius! n.e\orforgo! th.osc who perished m ihe baiile 
were wounded, and those who ha \e  passed on m the 
in ter\enm g years lo d a \ .  the \ ' . \  tells us. that, less than 

000.000 of us are still here -  passmg on about l . 'o o  a day.
H a\c  a great holdia> season and a Happ> New \e a r  

2007 Vla\ God bless our couiitr\. and. all it stands for these 
paast 2.’V \ears  Hope to see \o u  next \ear. God wiiling. one 
and all.
ih'clitDr 's \oic: Jnscph was sclciU'il h\ '.In luiillc o!
ilic /’inline llislDruiil l-oiitnldliiiii U>r l/icir Man ol the
w ar Award at the < 'oiiiiiicninralinii Hanf/iict / 

• • • • • • • • • • • •

(JRHH ! !NGS ! 0  VhTS ()}■ BOB
Ciood c\cnm g. ii!\ naiiic is P:'.u! Goffit! and ! .im 

iiapps 10 Ix; here
Recentlx. I attended a meeting of retirees at the 

World t3ank .A.mong the topics discussed were the ci\a!lenge> 
o f getting older One ictiicc. who wanted to make his point 
stood up and suited ihai as one uets older, there are man\ 
problems Bui liieie aie. pariiculaii>. Umi iMi()Oii.mi ones one 
is the loss of m em or\ and the other one . well he paused for 
aw hie. looked around and then said I don i rciuenibcr and '̂ a'. 
down .\f te r all. we all agreed !lu!! some things are easier to 
forget than others I ikewise some events ar^' moie impoitant 
10 rem ember than others fo r  example. %on ma\ easil\ forget 
\Our ntoilior m la w s  I'lriiKla' bin it is nni id forget \o u r 
w ife 's birthda>

Now let me turn lo the end of World War 11 it s 
diffieult if not imposMbI lo forget the milestone known as the 
Battle of the Bulge.

ll is a significant aiin i\ersar\ as a Comnicinoration lo 
I t s  participants, to both the \  eterans of the Batile ol' ihe Bulge 
and the j)eople of ihe Ardennes

It IS also a celebration of the o iitanne 
I n n se lf  am here lor thicc reasons I'ust I am here 

because >on were kind enough lo include me
Second I am here because. (O \ea rs  ago \o ii liberated 

us lu 'in  4 \ca rs  o f N a/i occupaiion
And third. I am licic lo personal!) salute son on 

b c h a iro fa ll the Belgians
^  o i l  f o u i i h t  f o i  F r e e d o m  w i l i i  u r e a l  ( . l e le m i n i a l K M i  a n d

You returned my countr> and Europe back to iis 
I am X2 \ea rs  old and. Ibrtunatel\. I remember w in 1 

here and can siiil liiank \ou  \e r \  niucli I'oi the inemorx and b\ 
thewa> Vlcrr) Christmas

tl '.clitor 's Sole: Paul (roljiii is a iiieinhcr ol ilic Ik-liiian- 
Antcncan Society and was selecled as one ol the Historical 
f-oiindaiioii s Men ol the Year in 2002 /

VETERANS REMEMBER  
BATTLE OF THE BULGE
Memories are aging, but 
recall o f the great World War II 
Battle is Vivid

5. Chronicle

[By S ia f f Writer. D iana Louise Carter]

Some walked with canes or a walker and one used an oxygen 
tank.

But all o f the octogenarians who participated in Saturday s 
cerem ony at Ontario Beach Park stood proudly at attention as 
they observed the 62nd anniversary o f the Battle o f the Bulge, 
the decisive battle o f World W ar II in Europe.

"It was an event that would change our lives for many, many 
years, " said Marty Cocea, 80 o f Webster. "It was an 
extraordinary amount o f human life destroyed."

The battle involved 600,000 American troops. About 19,000 
were killed and 62,000 others were injured or missing in action, 
m aking it a major event in the bloodiest war in U.S..history.

V eterans offered their m em ories o f the rr.cr.th long battle, 
fought in Luxembourg and Belgium before crossing the Rhine 
River into Germany.

Cocca said the men in his division were just boys, untested by 
battle before they w'ere given 17 miles o f front line to defend. 
They were told, he said, that the war was drawing to a close and 
this would be their chance to get some combat experience.

"Apparently nobody told the Germans tlie war would be over 
very soon," Cocca said. He celebrated his 19th birthday on the 
front lines by eating cold, canned corned beef and cabbage His 
facia! expression sho'.ved how unsavory that culinary experience 
was.

One veteran recalled w aking up in a trench in the Ardennes 
Forest fearing he was dead because all he could see was white 
It had just snowed while he slept on the night before the big 
battle.

A nother veteran. Bob Liming, 82, o f Irondequoit, drove a jeep 
during the battle and noted that he never had to dig a trench. 
But he recalled losing a chain on one o f his tires and having to 
drive w ithout brakes for two weeks until it could be repaired.

"I’d have to run into a snow bank to stop." Liming said. "At 
the Battle o f the Bulge, we had a pile o f snow."

Having survived the many comrades who were killed 62 years 
ago, and others who have died more lecently. the veterans 
genially poked fun at their infirmities.

As one o f the group’s leaders tried to get the vets to line up 
without much success, W'illiam Statt. o f Irondequoit. wearing his 
62-year-old Army uniform, told others. "You guys who can t 
hear, the gentlem an said to fall into two ranks."

m i-  HUGLF 19 I'cbriinrv 2007



NURSES PLEADED TO REMAIN 
WITH WOUNDED AS 
NAZIS NEARED

[The fo llow ing  article appeared in Stars & Stripes. 
D ecem ber 16, 1945, and  was sent to us by C U R TIS  
W H IT E W A Y , 99TH  IN F A N T R Y  D IV ISIO N , 394TH  
IN F A N T R Y , 3R D  B A T T A L IO N ]

Curtis writes:

Just reading my Novem ber copy and saw Ruth P uryear’s 
letter (army nurse). Thought that she m ight appreciate the 
enclosed [article]. She is correct, we tend to take fo r  
granted  those wonderful nurses in that war. Though we 
love them to pieces, we tend to neglect them, fo rgetting  to 
give credit due them.

[Stars & Stripes article, author not cited] Eight nurses o f the 
107th Evac attending the wounded including Lt. Ruth Puryear 
and Lt. Helen Yances, were in danger o f being over run during 
the Bulge, [...believe this is the end o f the article.]

Ruth is still with us. On April 22nd they entered Buchenwald.
Marie Ellifritz and Jessie McIntyre, o f the 203rd Evac, also 

attached to the 394th Infantry during the Bulge and later they 
were into Mauthausen to help.

Ethel Greenbaum o f  the 102nd Evac nurses, also attended the 
wounded during the Bulge.

There were nurses aboard the hospital ships attending our 
wounded, such as Lt Beatrice W estbrook, Helen Taylor, Edna 
Raasoch. Suzan Tidm arsh and Virginia Thomas. The general 
hospitals in England such as the 802nd and 111th plus the 302nd 
transport wing, (air evacuation)and Ninth A ir Force troop carrier 
command composed o f 13 transport planes with the 18 litter 
patients each, the Paris General Hospital.

Five, who were the first nurses to land on N orm andy such as 
Lts Elenor Govanelle, Mary Young, Helen Melissa, Marijean 
Brown, and Luella Bernard.

Nurses in England like Capt Princes W ilson, Lts Elsie 
McAmis, Josefa Dymacek, Grace Dimiichele, Vivian 
LaMontagne, Lee Hee, Cecila Chenette and Betty Pelzer. They 
continued caring for the wounded in the 102nd during the Bulge.

Oh, so many wonderful nurses who cared for us wounded and 
I do rem ember them. We combat [soldiers] placed halos over 
their heads. In fact, I did a little research on the army nurses 
having three file holders on them containing clips from the Stars 
and Stripes. Searches in Ft. Carlisle Archives, letters, etc., just 
for my own information. Yes, Ruth, we do rem em ber the nurses 
with deep gratitude, always.

I was taken off line, put on top o f a jeep  with three other 
wounded, soon to an ambulance. They gave me a shot and I 
came to in the entrance o f the Spa hospital. Standing there was 
a woman with a glow around her. I hadn’t seen an American 
woman in a long time. It was hard to believe that 1 was seeing 
a real live nurse after all I endured in those days, but 1 was still 
alive and so was she, what a moral boost. 1 landed in the 
hospital at w ard’s end in W urzburg (again with the 107th).

I remember when I was in the hospital in Spa. One night I 
woke up around 2:00 a.m. and had to use the toilet. I quietly

staggered down the long ward passing the nurses’ station with a 
night light on the desk. I saw a nurse quietly crying there and 
stopped. "He was only 18 years," she said. The doctors had 
worked on him for many hours trying to put him back together 
and she had attended the operations. Nurses were not supposed 
to show emotions, just continue doing their job  too. I was only 
19 years at the time. I simply hugged her as best I could until 
she felt better and continued on my way.

After the war M arie Ellifritz continued as a nurse in 
W ashington, D.C. She attem pted to tell the VA about PSTD the 
nurses suffered, caring for the terribly wounded and after, 
tending the survivors in the horrible camps. No one would 
listen.

Today, people contact me on occasion: "Can you find out 
about my mother. She was a nurse in the Bulge," or a certain 
unit? 1 do what 1 can.

No R uth , we have not fo rgo tten  the w onderfu l a rm y  nurses, 
docto rs and  staff, m edics and  com bat m edics. They w ere do 
very  im p o rtan t, saving so m any o f o u r lives in th a t w ar. 
T h an k  you.o

MASSACHUSETTS 
MONUMENT

[P ictured below  is the monument dedicated  by the 
M assachusetts Chapter—fu l l  information regarding the 
monument appeared in the Novem ber 2006 issue o f  The 
B ulse B usle . Thanks to Christian W. deM arcken fo r  
providing the p icture and  fu r th er inform ation.]

DEDICATED TO T H E  ELEVEN 
A F R I C A N - A M E R I C A N  S OLDIERS OF TH E 3 3 3 R D  

FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION. W H O  WERE 
TO R T U R E D  AND M U RD ERE D  BY THE 

G ER M A N  SS IN W E RETH . BELGIU M  ON 
D ECEM BER 17. 1 9 4 4 .  AND TO THE 

2 6 0  0 0 0  A F R I C A N - A M E R I C A N  CI S WH O  F O U G H T  
IN T H E  BATTLE OF THE BU LG E AND EUROPE

PRE SEN TE D BY THE 
CE N T R A L  M A SSACH USE TT S C H APT ER 2 2  

VE TE RAN S OF T H E  BATTLE OF TH E BULGE
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BATTLE OF THE BULGE DVD

A DVD containing two movies about The Battle o f  the Bulge is available for sale and can 
be purchased through the Quartermaster at a cost o f  $25, which includes shipping and 
haiidiiiig. The movies are entitled “T he Enemy S trik es” and “T he Batxic of ihc Bulge, 
The Men and the W om en”.

“T he Enem y S trik es” is 10 minutes in duration and was prepared by the Office o f  War 
Information on the Battle o f the Bulge and was distributed in M ar or April 1945 to 
describe the battle and to encourage men and wom en to continue to produce for the war 
effort. The movie;

•  Documents the German counterattack in Belgium in December 1944.
•  W arns against complacence in the closing months o f  the war.
•  Uses U.S. and (ierm an films to show the activities o f the respective troops.
•  Shows burning and wrecked U.S. equipment, dead and wounded soldiers.
• Shows U.S. soldiers and Belgian citizens massacred at Malmedy.
•  Explains the costliness in men and material o f  such counter offensives.
• Emphasizes Germany's w iilingness to sacrifice everything to stave off defeat.
• Includes General Eisenhow er’s talks w ith soldiers.

“The Battle o f the Bulge, The Men and the W om en” is 13 minutes in duration and 
was made from the video/audio presentation that w'as shown at Male High School during 
our 2006 reunion in Louisville, KY and also shown at the Friday banquet held in 
W ashington DC as part o f  the 62"** Comm emoration, by the Battle o f the Bulge Historical 
Foundation. The movie includes:

• Insignias o f  all the units that are listed on the VBOB Certificate.
•  Equipm ent used by the Army and Army A ir Corps.
•  M en and women in action.
•  Patriotic music.
•  “Then” and “N ow ” photos o f  the men and women o f VBOB.

THE BUI OF BlKil.K 21 Febriiarv 20U7



MILITARY MAP BAG’S 
AMAZING JOURNEY CHRISTMAS REMEMBERED

In 1945, Lt. John Pehovic left behind his m ilitary map bag when 
his army unit (the 526th) moved on to another location.

In 1947 Karl N euroth bought the bag from a German m ail­
order company along with other WWII artifacts. He used it all 
during his Boy Scout years—taking it on many tours.

Years later, M arkus Neuroth found the bag in his 
grandparent’s home in Bruhl. Germany. He used the bag for 
several years during his m ining trips in Germany.

In 2005, Markus becam e curious about the former owner o f the 
bag-John  V. Pehovic.

In June, o f 2006, he found information regarding Mr. Pehovic 
on the internet o f a Belgian website for CRIBA and contacted 
Mr. Henri Rogister there to ask for help in locating the original 
owner o f his olive-colored green WWII bag.

To make a long story short, Mr. Rogister contacted the 526th 
AIB Association. The 526th. through the efforts o f Sherrie 
Morrison, editor o f the newsletter, Mr. Neuroth was able to 
contact a member o f the Pehovic family (also, John), who lives 
in Michigan. John located the address o f John’s widow Gene in 
Richmond, Virginia.

The map bag was delivered by the post office to Gene on 
September 1, 2006.□

You can read more about the 526th at its web site: 
www.criba.be.

By John Swengel 
78th Infantry Division 

309th Infantry Regiment 
Company L

[The fo llow ing  appeared in the Ju ly  2006 issue o f  "The
Flash" the new sletter o f  the 78th Infantry Division ]

A fter so m any Christm as seasons have gone by, there should be 
several that ought to stand out in my mind, but that is not so. 
There is only one that stands out in my memory. Christmas
1944 was a long tim e ago, but the details are clear in my mind.

We had our introduction to com bat on Decem ber 13,1944, our 
objective was to take a small town in Germany. We were 
successful in taking our first objective. That night we spent in 
one o f the captured houses. This was the last time we were to 
spend the night inside a house for a while.

G erm any was very cold that w inter, and there was a lot o f 
snow. On D ecem ber 16, the day the Battle o f the Bulge began, 
we were m oving into another town, and the Germans did not 
want us there. We were into the town when we got word not to 
advance any further, but to  hold what we had taken.

We went into foxholes, not getting much sleep, because o f the 
cold and because we had to be on the alert for a counter attack. 
Our food for the next eight days consisted o f K rations; three 
boxes the size o f  C racker Jacks per day. Each night after dark 
we received a new supply o f  rations.

It seem ed that tim e was endless, every day was the same, we 
didn’t get enough sleep, were always cold, and quite concerned 
about what the G erm ans might do. Living in a foxhole was not 
the greatest.

Christm as Eve cam e, and after dark, we were told to get out of 
the holes, and move out. We then walked several miles and 
were directed into a building. We were given sleeping bags, and 
were able to take our boots o ff for the first time in several 
weeks, and then into a sleeping bag. We slept on the floor, but 
it was quite com fortable. We were finally able to be out o f the 
cold, and lay down.

Christm as Day cam e and w ith it we had a hot breakfast, a 
church service, and then a turkey dinner. We also received mail 
from hom e, and were able to write letters home. We had a very 
enjoyable Christm as Day even though we had no tree or 
decorations. W hat a Christm as Day.

In the next couple o f days, I was able to take o ff the clothes 
that 1 had worn continuously since leaving England in mid- 
N ovem ber, also was able to take a show er and receive a clean set 
o f  clothes.

That was a Christm as season worth rem em bering.□

CHECK YOUR MAILING LABEL TO SEE IF 
YOUR DUES ARE DUE.

THANKS.
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WANTED: 
ONE GERMAN PRISONER

By Robert L. Martin 
17th Airborne Division 

194th Glider Infantry' Regiment 
Company B

[Excerpts] I left for Fort Benning, Georgia about 27 October
1944, and sailed to Europe first class on the Quaen Elizabeth, 
which had been converted to a troop carrier. I boarded the ship 
3 N ovem ber 1944, and arrived in Europe 10 N ovem ber 1944, 
som ewhere in Scotland, then by plane to England.

It was rum ored that most o f us would be sent to the 101st 
Airborne as replacem ent for the men lost on D-Day. 1 am not 
sure what area we were sent to fight in, but learned this was for 
real—a man could get killed and never know what happened. I 
rem em ber walking dirt roads, along side wooded areas, cold and 
snow making w alking difficult, not to mention carrying rifle, 
amm o, and a back pack.

An officer kept yelling, "Spread out. one shell will kill you
all." W hen the Germ an shells began coming at us, we knew
what the officer was saying was very true. We finally had to
move up into the wooded area and take cover. The shellings
were com ing steadily. We were ordered to dig in. The men
paired o ff and dug two-m an fox holes. It was not easy, the
ground was frozen down to at least 12 inches. Fox holes were
dug a couple o f trees back from the tree line. Holes were dug 
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for protection from the incom ing fire.
I’ll never forget the w histling sound the shrapnel from the 

shells m ade when they exploded in the trees near our fox holes. 
We were also getting sm all arms and m achine gun fire coming 
at us. Then cam e the tank m ounted 88s. We held our position 
for several days, but we were losing men faster than they could 
be icp ia tcd .

The G erm ans w ould put up a bright flood light at night so that 
we could not see past the light and therefore couldn’t see what 
they were doing. If we shot at the light, they could see where 
ihe shot was com ing from and all hell would open up. It was 
better not to shoot at the light.

We found we were at the edge o f  the Ardennes Forest on the 
border between Belgium and Germany. At one point, we had 
G erm ans directly in front o f us and beyond them Americans 
were dug in. Behind us were our own troops.. After days and 
nights o f  this, we started thinking it would be nice to get out o f 
this war. So, if  you and your buddy shot each other just enough 
to draw blood, you might get out. Then we would consider that 
we could both bleed to death there in the fox holes and the idea 
would pass w ithout a second thought. We had tried making 
small attacks out o f  the woods, but were driven back each time, 
sustaining heavy losses. We had to leave the dead lying where 
they dropped. My fox hole buddy and 1 pulled a wounded man 
into our hole. He died before a medic could get him. We had 
to keep his body in the hole with us for a while before we could 
get him out. Things were getting worse every day.

One m orning we were told H eadquarters wanted a prisoner 
from the G erm an lines in front o f us. My buddy and 1 decided 
just before daylight that we would creep along a small creek

bank that would give us some cover. There was a thin coat of 
ice on the w ater and \vc, by being quiet, could get behind one of 
their m achine gun em placem ents and surprise them while they 
were still have asleep. We were around almost behind them 
when they saw us, but they were not minding their emplacement, 
they were crawling towards the creek.

With my gun, I motioned for them to get up ahead o f us and 
go towards our lines on their hands and knees. H alf way back 
we stopped to rest and one o f the German soldiers said there 
were a lot o f them that wanted to surrender. 1 asked why they 
didn’t. He said that if  any soldier wanted to surrender, they had 
to first get by the outpost that had orders to shoot anyone trying 
to surrender. I asked how they managed to get by the out post 
without getting shot. He said, "We are the out post." About that 
time, we were laughing and small arms fire was coming at us.

Up the creek we went, breaking ice as we went on hands and 
knees, delivering the prisoners as ordered. The next day we 
made the attack and pushed the Germans way back.

Our group could not follow them. We were drawn back. I 
don’t think there were more than a dozen o f our original group 
of approximately 150 left. Our remaining men were scattered 
out among other units. 1 rem ember fighting for a bridge, but 
don’t recall what company or division 1 was in w'ith at the time.

It was now the end o f January 1945. The Battle o f the Bulge 
was over and the Germans were fighting their way back into 
their hom eland.□

BRING BACK MEMORIES?
[The follow ing picture and squib from B ERT H. 
MORPHIS, 1ST IISFAISTRY o iv iS IO N ,  26TH 
IN FAN T RY  REGIMENT, 1ST BATTALION, B 
COMPANY, appeared in the Winter, 2006 issue o f  ON 
PO INT magazine.]

"1 think everyone’s most vivid m em ories are the numbing cold. 
Mine certainly are! The cold was enough o f an adversary' 
w ithout the Germans. Just staying alive took all one’s ingenuity. 
1 rem em ber being on an outpost right in front o f  the German 
lines where the choice seemed to be moving and being shot, or 
lying perfectly still and freezing to death. Somehow we 
survived, 1 with trench foot on onlv one great toe." □
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THE SERVICE COM PANY
By Carroll E. Austin

3 5 1 9 th  O rd n a n c e  M ed iu m  M a in te n a n c e  C o m p a n y  
A u to m o tiv e

[The follow ing article appeared in The Ardennes Campaign—41 
Days in Hell, which is the newsletter o f  the Northern Indiana 
Chapter o f  VBOB ]

(3f all that has been written about WWII. little has been said about the 
role service companies played in helping to bring this conllict to a close. 
Those of us who served through that era are aware that men on the front 
lines would have lasted but a short time if had not been for the efforts 
of the men who served in the rear. I recall having read somewhere that 
it took three or four men in the rear to keep one man on the front lines.

Someone had to move the clothing, food, gasoline, ammunition, 
vehicles and tons o f items too numerous to mention, plus keeping the 
equipment in repair. 1 served in one of those repair units. My unit was 
an ordnance company, known as the 3519th Medium Automotive 
Maintenance Company. We served under the command of General 
George S. Patton, Jr., Third Army.

Our primary objective was to repair vehicles from the lowly Jeep to 
the six by six trucks, thus the description "Medium Automotive 
Maintenance Co." In addition to the automotive mechanics, six of our 
approximately 130 man company were "Small Arms Repairmen," I was 
one of the six. We repaired 45 caliber pistols. Carbine M-1 Rifle, 
Springfield Rifle, Sub-Machine Gun, Browning Automatic Rifle, plus 
the 30 and 50 caliber machine guns. We were good at what we did 
because we were well trained.

In addition to the training I received with my own unit, I spent eight 
weeks at the Army Ordnance Proving Grounds, Small Arms School, 
Aberdeen, Maryland. When we finished there we were able to 
disassembleand reassemble any small arm piece, blindfolded. Although 
we were capable, I don’t recall ever being asked to assemble a piece in 
the dark.

Even though our unit was primarily vehicle repair, we were called on 
to do other things that were essentially necessary. As an example, after 
the ground troops got a toe hold on the French soil, the infantry was 
losing men to a fine wire stretched tightly across main roads. As men 
were traveling unsuspectingly in an open Jeep, roaring down a road, 
they were decapitated by the tight wire. After a few of those incidents 
our unit was called on to weld steel bars with a sharp blade built into 
a hook. The blade was welded to the front bumper of the Jeep. As the 
Jeep traveled down the road, the hook would catch and cut the wire. 
This bar idea was the brainstorm of some lowly GI. Their ingenuity 
was uncanny.

In another incident, soon after landing on French soil, the G erm an soldiers w ere 
h iding behind hedgerow s and p inning our infantrym en down. Some GI thought 
up the idea o f  w elding b lades onto the front o f  tanks, m uch like a bulldozer. The 
blade cut through the hedgerow  allow ing our infantrym en to cross to the next 
hedgerow  and to the next.

There w ere lim es that our m en repaired half-tracks and o ther vehicles but m ost 
o f  the vehicles w ere Jeeps, w eapons carriers and six by sixes.

In the lull before the B attle o f  the Bulge, we w ere located in N ancy. France. 
O ne day four or five six-byes cam e roaring into our area, all loaded with 
dam aged small arm s covered  w ith mud and blood, w hich had been picked up 
from the villages and open fields after a  recent battle. They w ere b rought to us 
for repair. We took every M-1 and Carbine apart, piece by piece, c leaned tliem  
and replaced parts. A fter reassem bling, we fired 8 rounds o f  am m unition through 
each before returning them  to service. G enerals E isenhow er and Patton ju s t 
happened to m ake an inspection o f  our unit at the time. We received a 
Presidential C itation for the efficient m anner in which we conducted  our work. 
I'he citation recognized the entire com pany, not ju s t the sm all arm s division.

Ordnance units w ere only one o f  the m any service com panies that conu-ibuted 
so m uch to the soldier on the front line and to help bring this w ar to a 
conclusion .□

This was the arm y- 
as I saw it

[The fo l lo w in g  a p p ea red  in  the O ctober 2006  ed ition  o f  the  
14th Tank B a tta lio n  A sso c ia tio n  n ew sle tter  ed ite d  by D ee  
Paris. I t com es to  y o u  as a  resu lt o f  our chuck le  a n d  we 
hope it g ives  y o u  one too. We d o n 't know  w ho su b m itted  
it to  D ee, b u t w e th a n k  h im .f

In add ition  to  being  ass igned  as a p latoon  leader, I w as also  the 
com pany  m o to r o ff ic e r desp ite  m y exp lana tion  tha t 1 could  pass 
m echan ica l tes ts  w ith  a h igh score but I w as defin ite ly  no t a 
m echan ic .

O ur tanks in the  com pany  m o to r pool w ere in open sheds. All 
w ere in p erfec t a lig n m en t in case  o f  an in frequen t in spection  o f  
the area. C am e one w eek  1 had  one tank  m oved  forw ard, outside 
o f  the  shed. I knew  th is w ou ld  a ttrac t the atten tion  o f  an 
inspecting  officer. A s an tic ip a ted , the in specting  o fficer w ent 
d irec tly  to  tha t tank  w here  I had the  crew  standing.

"W hat are those  red  do ts?" asked  the  officer.
'T hose are the  zerk  fittin g  w hich  I ju s t g rease du ring  every  

tank  m ain ten an ce ,"  rep lied  the  tan k  com m ander.
T hen  the  in sp ec tin g  o ffice r c lim bed  on to  the  deck , looked at 

the  dashboard  and  asked , "W hat are those red m arks on tha t 
dial?"

"T hose m arks. S ir, te ll m e to  dow nsh ift at 1000 R PM s and  the 
sh ift up  a t one five hund red  R PM s," w as the  se rg ean t’s reply.

W ith  th is, the  o ffice r left in his peep. M inutes la ter the 
com pany  co m m an d er te lep h o n ed  m e to  report the reg im en ta l 
sergean t m a jo r had  in fo rm ed  him  the  com pany  w as go ing  to  get 
a c ita tion . I to ld  the  cap ta in  to  ho ld  tig h t un til 1 got there  w ith 
the full story.

U pon arriva l, I ex p la ined  th a t the tank  had been pu lled  ou t o f  
the shed  to  lift eng ine  and  to  take  it to  o rdnance  for repair. T hat 
I rep laced  the full deck  and  p laced  the bolts in th e ir holes. T hat 
I had  also  p laced  the  red  m ark ings on the tank  to  a ttrac t the 
in sp ec to r’s a tten tion  and  h is questions A lso  I b riefed  the tank 
crew  on rep lies  to  questions. I assu red  the  com pany  com m ander 
tha t the tan k  w as u tte rly  useless.

"W eren ’t you  a fra id  y o u r decep tion  w ou ld  be caugh t by the 
in specting  o ffice r?" w as th e  c a p ta in ’s frigh tened  question .

"N o," I rep lied , "because  he is a cava lry  o ffice r accustom ed  to 
in specting  horses and  you  d o n ’t lift a h o rse ’s tail to  see if  it has 
an eng ine ."

So the nervous co m p an y  com m an d er rem ain ed  silen t and la ter 
a ccep ted  the  com m en d atio n .

I took  the  g am b le  b ecau se  I had  once observed  the  reg im en ta l 
ad ju tan t read in g  a fie ld  m anual on m ach ine  guns to  se lec t a 
coup le  o f  q uestions he co u ld  ask  befo re  v is iting  the  firing  range. 
It w as his w ay  o f  g iv ing  the  im pression  o f  his vast know ledge. 
T his w as the  sam e o ffice r w ho "inspected" the ta n k .a
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T HE  U N T O L D  S T O R Y  O F  THE 
A M E R I C A N  S O L D S E R S  W H O  AAADE THE  

D E F E N S E  O F  B A S T O G N E  P O S S I B L E

A L A M O
■ w n M T M H F

I N T H E

At last, the full story of the turning point in the 
Battle of the Bulge. In December 1944, the 
Belgian town of Bastogne was a key objective of 
the Germans’ surprise offensive in the Ardennes— 
and they had to take it quickly. For five crucial 
days, small groups of American soldiers from the 
28th Infantry Division, 9th and 10th Armored 
Divisions and 101st Airborne Division, slowed the 
German advance and allowed Bastogne to be 
reinforced. At times, these beleaguered defenders 
were outnumbered ten-to-one. Theirs is a tale of 
last-ditch efforts, incredible courage, and 
impossible odds. This is their story....

^ ^ ^ ^ 4*
The author, John C. McManus, advises dozens of 
VBOB members contributed to his research in writing 
this book, whether through personal interviews, 
networking, or documentary material they provided.

The book Alamo //? the Ardennes: The Untold Story 
of the American Soldiers Who Made the Defense of 
Bastogne Possible will be released March 5. 2007. 
and will be available at Borders. Barnes and Noble. 
Amazon.com or jusi about anywiiere books are sold.

By John Meli 
90th Infantry Division 

359th Infantry Regiment 
Company F

[John sends this article not to he arbitrary, t>nt he thought 
you  m ight be interested.]

After crossing the Our River and into Germany January 29,
1945, I realized that we were taking land that was previously 
occupied by the U.S. Army.

1 recall that the incident, which 1 describe below, took place in 
the first part o f  February'. My platoon received orders to capture 
a particular village in the RJiineland. Moving down the road 
unseen, the platoon’s two scouts encountered a German outpost 
and captured two enemy soldiers. With the outpost phone 
disabled, the platoon could advance without detection. On a hill 
ahead stood a house with about 30 Germans m illing around and 
not expecting anything. Taking positions at roadside with ritle 
in hand and m achine gun set up, the platoon opened t'ire on 
order. After firing eight shots, ! watched the empty clip tly out 
o f my rifle. The noise and smoke scared the Germans, and they 
raised the white flag o f surrender.

We advanced to the hilltnn only tn find two German tanks at 
the bottom. They spotted us and began to open fire. The shells 
sounded like a train com ing in. While hugging the ground 
behmd this hill the shells made slots in the snow and exploded 
behind us. With no antitank weapons, the Germans not aware of 
it w ithdrew. We rushed the first house and took some prisoners. 
On the stove, the landlady had a pot o f stew. She asked if she 
could feed the prisoners. We said no, but each o f us sampled the 
stew with the same spoon. Then a runner arrived with news that 
I t Dwyer had been killed by a sniper

We moved to the next house. Standing just inside the door, a 
woman was holding a paper certificate against her chest. It 
becam e im niediately clear that the U.S. had occupied this town 
ai ail earlier date and that it had issued this identification fonn 
to the civilian population.

Under sniper fire, we continued from house to house until 
halted by a liiachinc gun that was shootiiig out o f a wiiiuow. 
One by one we ran to the house next door as snipers tried to 
pick us o f f  1 took my turn and ran like hell into the house. 
W hile on the way, a single round was cracked by my ear. Later 
on I learned that a new man who had been following me closely 
had been hit and was lying dead on the road. In the house, a 
G erman was lying on the floor. He had a stomach wound and 
was crying for water. The machine gun was still firing, it had 
to be silenced. The tiring stopped for some reason.

Squad leader Fitz led us to the front door and kickcd it in. Screaming 
and hollering, we ran into the house. One of our squad fired a sliol into 
the ceiling. It made a loud noise that scared the Germans. One got 
away out the back window. Out of a dark hallway came three Germans 
where I was standing. I led them out with the point of my ritle under 
the chin of the first German. They surrendered easily. We took them 
outside, searched them, and sent to the rear.

The next day. a German villager showed us where some .Americans
I'luvj b u T iC d  tu C ii ' vVCttpOi'lS b c fO lC  v -aj./iu ic  UN IjJC VJCIUlUllb. ivIuN b e  m ic r

all. there was a little more land to be retaken after .lanuarv 25. 1945 □
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Kilroy is back
Nearly every  so ld ier In 

ev ery  th e a te r  of W orld W ar II 
c a m e  eye to  eye w ith a 
"Super Gl" w ho  se e m e d  to  
b e  ev e ry w h ere . He sh o w ed  
up in m ess  halls, latrines, 
tanks, p lanes and  b o a ts . He 
rem ained  a f te r  ev ery o n e  
e lse  left and so m e h o w  go t 
to th e  nex t s to p  first.

"Kilroy" w a s  his n am e. He 
w as no th ing  m o re  th an  a 
graffiti c h a ra c te r  w h o se  
nose  and  h an d s w e re  
su sp e n d e d  over a fen ce . The 
ubiquitous d raw ing 's 
caption: "Kilroy W as Here."

More th a n  62 y e a rs  a fte r 
World W ar II, Kilroy is back 
again, e tc h e d  on an  o b sc u re  
granite p a n e  on th e  N ational 
World W ar II M em orial in 
W ashington.

The N ational Park Service 
sa y s  v isitors 
o ften  re p o rt it 
a s  graffiti.

P e te r 
W heeler of

BrOwr,2006 G e O rg ia ,  W hO

se rv ed  as chairm an  of th e  
National w orld  W ar II 
M em orial A dvisory Board, 
says Kilroy d e s e rv e s  his 
p lace th e re . "It is a p leasan t 
su rp rise  to  find o u t th a t 
Kilroy h as b e c o m e  p a r t of 
our co u n try 's  g re a te s t  
m onum en t. I w o n d er how  he 
got there ."

AS it w as  during w orld  War
II, w hen  h e  se e m e d  to  be 
every w h ere , no o n e  c a re s  
how  or w hy -  ju s t th a t  Kilroy 
IS th e re  an d  alw ays will be.

"NUTS” ................................................ .
IN A NUTSHELL

D ecem b er 16 (E urope) The B attle o f  the Bulge. In the last 
m ajor G erm an counteroffensive, A llied troops are pushed back 
in B elg ium ’s A rdennes Forest. (As A llied lines fall back, a 
"bulge" is created in the center o f  the line, giving the battle its 
fam iliar nam e.) Tw o w eeks o f  intense fighting in brutal w inter 
w eather follow  before the G erm an offensive is stopped. One 
o f  the m ost fam ous m om ents in the long battle com es when 
the A m erican 101st A irborne D ivision is encircled by G erm ans 
in B astogne. W hen the G erm an general dem ands surrender. 
G eneral A nthony  M cA uliffe reportedly replies, "Nuts." The 
101st is relieved a few  days later as Patton sends in his tanks. 
The last-gasp G erm an gam ble is follow ed by rapid defeat for 
G erm any.

R eprinted from
"D on’t K now  M uch A bout H istory"
K enneth C. D avis

V E T E R A N S  R E M E M B E R  (continuedfrom page 19)
Three European immigrants, two of whom served in the U.S. military, expressed 

their gratitude for their adopted country.
Issac Kaplan, 86, of Pittsford, a Danish immigrant who came to the United States in 

1930 at the age o f 10 kissed the ground before the battle monument. “I fought for my 
country and I ’m very proud to be an American, “Kaplan said.

Greta Stephany, 74, o f Irondequoit, said she can still recall seeing American 
paratroopers dropping from the sky to liberate Holland when she was a child living 
there in 1944. “It’s been such a blessing for me to have met these men, “she said of 
great war’s veterans.

Richard W. Brookins, of Pittsford, 84̂ , a founder of the veterans group, asked the 30 
Bulge veterans and 50 others to honor the memory of the “21 people who began with 
us who are not here any more.”

Brookins said the Genesee Valley Chapter, Veterans of the Battle of the Bulge, has 
about 70 members.

Arlington
Cemetery,
Dec. 16, 2007 
VBOB Chaplain 
John Bowen 
offers a 
Prayer at 
VBOB 
Monument 
adjacent to 
amphitheater.

M A R K  Y O U R  
C A L E N D A R

VBOB 
2007 

REUNION
S ep tem b er  25 , 2007  

to S e p tem b er  3 0 , 2 007

Lincolnshire M arrio tt 
Resort in 
Lincolnshire, IL
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PUBLIC OPINIO N, MEDIA  
ENTERPRISE, AND THE  

R EALITIES OF W ARFARE-- 
AN INCO M PATIBLE M IXTURE

By Joseph C. Dohert>' 
99th Infantry Division 

393rd Infantiy Regiment 
4th Battalion

W hite House spokesperson, Tony Snow, told a CNN interviewer 
Sunday, June 18 (2006), that " if som ebody had taken a poll in 
the Battle o f  the Bulge I dare say people would have said ‘Wow, 
my goodness, w hat are we doing here.’ But you cannot conduct 
a w ar based on polls."

U nfortunately for Snow, som ebody did conduct a poll at the 
tim e o f  the Bulge when some 750,000 U.S., British and German 
troops were engaged in a mortal struggle in eastern Belgium and 
Luxem bourg. (D ecem ber 16, 1944, to January 31, 1945).

The W ashington Post Federal Page writer, A1 Kamen, reported 
that G eorge Gallup polled a sam pling o f the A merican people at 
the tim e. He found that in spite o f the carnage an oven.vhelming 
percentage o f  people interviewed continued to support the war on 
Hitler, and opposed any com prom ise {Post, June 23, 2006)..

H owever, as usual with polls then and now, generalized and 
volatile public opinion reflects only part, and not the most 
im portant part, o f  the historical reality.

The poll results at the tim e o f the Battle o f the Bulge would 
surely have been more nuanced and negative if the media 
covering W orld W ar 'I had been as m ultifacctcd, unccnsorcd, 
free-v.'heeling, and eager for leaks by insiders as it is now.

Certainly there were plenty o f  negative happenings and major 
failures on the A llied side, not to m ention high-level disputes 
cr>'ing out for exposure, if  exposure had been the order o f the 
day as it is now with our Iraq experience.

To call the roll o f  only the m ost egregious and unreported or 
g lanced-over aspects o f the Battle o f the Bulge:

•In N ovem ber and early Decem ber 1944, the W ehrm acht was 
able to bring a h a lf m illion troops, thousands o f  artillery' pieces 
and rocket-throw ing tubes, more than a thousand armored 
fighting vehicles, and tw elve hundred aircraft up to or near the 
A m erican front line at its most vulnerable place (the Ardennes
r p o in n ^' O /

Yet Am erican corps, arm y, and army group com m andersw hose 
troops were m ost at risk due to the German buildup made 
virtually no preparations for w hat this m ighty enemy force may 
have been planning. N or did General E isenhow er’s headquarters 
at SHAEF.

•The A m erican Army suffered eighty thousand battle casualties 
in six w eeks o f bitter fighting. Not a few o f  the casualties were 
rear-area soldiers hastily dispatched to the front and men from 
replacem ent depots with very little training in infantry warfare

•The U.S. Army was plainly unprepared for a m ajor battle on 
the W estern Front during the coldest, m ost punishing winter 
w eather in 50 years. The soldiers’ OD (olive drab) uniforms 
m ade obvious targets against the snowy fields and woods and 
were inadequate to protect them from the cold. The cuffed boots 
m ost o f them wore sucked up icy water at every seam. This 
resulted in tens o f thousands o f  men who had to be evacuated 
due to im mersion foot and frozen feet.

•Some o f the most im portant weapons used by A merican troops 
in the Bulge fighting were inferior to those o f their German foes: 
high velocity anti-tank guns, anti-tank weapons operated by 
individual soldiers, m achine guns, arm ored fighting vehicles, for 
example.

•The crisis o f men and arms o f the American side in the early 
days o f the German counterattack gave General E isenhow er’s 
two principal allies, General Charles deGaulle, com m ander o f the 
1st French Army, and Field Marshal Bernard Law Montgomery, 
com m ander o f  the British 21st Army Group, many opportunities 
to assert them selves, which they did.

DeGaulle threatened to remove his army from the Allied 
coalition if  Eisenhower did not rescind an order to shorten the 
American lines in the Strasbourg area in order to obtain 
reinforcem ents to fight in the Bulge.

M ontgomery used the crisis to push hard once again that a 
single com m ander be put in charge o f all A llied forces in 
combat, from the North Sea to the Swiss border. The Field 
M arshall’s opportunism infuriated Ike. So much so, that he told 
his staff he planned to message the Allied Joint Comm and to 
chose: "Monty or me." Ike’s staff talked him out o f  it.

Monty w asn 't through. He called a press conference as the 
Battle o f the Bulge was w inding down to announce that he and 
his British Army had turned the tide and saved their American 
allies. General Omar Bradley, U.S. 12th Army Group 
Comm ander, and the generals comm anding his three arm ies were 
outraged. They urged Ike to fire his incorrigible British 
subordinate. (And w ouldn’t that have been a m edia sensation in 
Great Britain.)

•Both Winston Churchill and Eisenhow'er appealed in secret to 
Sialin tu sicp up liis pldiib foi a vviutci offensive in the Cast to 
relieve pressure on the U.S. forces fighting in the Bulge. As 
might be expected, Stalin took maximum propaganda advantage 
o f his A llies’ pleas, which he d idn’t keep secret. Stalin would 
claim thereafter that the Red Army, though not prepared, speeded 
up its offensive and thereby "saved" their A merican allies from 
a crushing defeat.

•In Washington, Secretary o f W ar Henry Stimson, was shocked 
and unnerved by the dram atic early success o f a foe believed was 
on the verge o f surrender. He met with General George C. 
Marshall. U.S. Army C hief o f Staff, to ascertain how bad the 
damage and what now should be done.

At the time o f the meeting W herm acht troops had torn a wedge 
in the Am erican lines sixty miles deep and sixty-four miles wide 
at the base, destroyed one infantry division, come close to 
destroying two more, and chewed up American armored units in 
the breakthrough area. American rear guard actions and 
repositions were going on all across the battlefield,

Marshall was optim istic about stopping the German counter­
offensive. But he was not unrealistic about the new conditions 
that might result. He told Stimson it might be necessary to go 
to the Am erican people to obtain their approval o f an expanded 
m obilization and a more cautious strategy that could prolong the 
war. M arshall added he d idn’t believe this would be necessary 
in the end, however.

•A few reporters o f major newspapers sounded a pessimistic 
note after so many months o f writing and broadcasting upbeat 
stories and predictions o f an imminent German collapse.

(Continued)
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Hanson W. Baldwin, ch ief m ilitary analyst o f The New York 
Times, wrote that if  Liege, Belgium on the Meuse River was 
taken by the G erm ans two U.S. arm ies would need to pull back 
and the great Port o f  Antwerp, Belgium, would be endangered. 
Drew Middleton, another Timesman that people paid attention to, 
wrote, "[The Germ an] offensive has lost its local character. It 
now affects...the whole character o f the war in the West."

In general, however, censored U.S. m edia was content to file 
and broadcast stories o f heroic American soldier conduct on the 
Bulge battlefield and rewrite Army press releases on the general 
situation (bad, but getting better).

None o f the m edia efforts at the tim e even began to cover what 
General Bradley described in a m em oir written long after as, 
"The high-level political and strategic battles (that) violently 
shook, and ver>' nearly shattered, the Allied High Command."

Tony Snow made a mistake not looking up George G allup’s 
post-Battle o f the Bulge polling before his off-the-cuff remarks. 
His larger mistake was not drawing the logical and important big 
lesson o f the Battle o f  the Bulge happenings, their coverage by 
the U.S. m edia at the time, and its influence on public opinion.

Error, surprise, failure, lack o f  sufficient forces, ineffective 
weapons, and lots more are a constant in warfare, intrinsic to the 
actions o f com m anders and the experiences o f their men (and 
now women).

If a freewheeling and uncensored m edia make these the only 
reality for our side hereafter, America better find a safe, 
errorless, death-and-injury-proof way o f fighting its wars, large 
and small.

Or renounce war altogether, if  it can.Q 
[Joseph was with an infantry battalion's heavy weapons 
company in the Battle o f  the Bulge. He is the author o f  a 
three-volume study o f  the battle between the 1st SS  Panzer 
Korps and the U.S. Vth Corps at the Elsenborn Ridge in 
eastern Belgium in late December, 1944.]

PUBLIC OPINION (Continuation)

NEW YORK HONORS 
299TH ENGINEER COMBAT 
BATTALION

[The follow ing article appeared in a New York State 
Assembly bulletin fo rm  Assemblyman Robin Schim m inger 
(date unknown).]

Last fall, long tim e Town o f Tonawanda resident Mike 
Accordino (VBOB mem ber) approached me regarding plans for 
the 63rd reunion o f the U.S. A rm y’s 299th Combat Engineer 
Battalion at Fort Niagara. Mr. Accordino noted that mem bers of 
the 299th were predom inately New Yorkers and all were 
inducted at Fort Niagara. Therefore, he suggested that part o f 
the roadway leading to Fort Niagara be dedicated to the 299th.

I thought Mr. A ccordino's suggestion was a great one. Fort 
Niagara itself has a long and distinguished military' history that 
dates back to 1726. This historic m ilitary fortress served as a 
training station and active barracks from the Civil W ar until the 
last army units were withdrawn in 1962. During World W ar II, 
Fort Niagara was the induction center for all o f  the army recruits 
who were to become mem bers o f the 299th Com bat Engineer 
Battalion. The battalions official history notes that "trainloads o f 
men arrived (at Camp White, Oregon) nearly every d a y -a ll o f 
them from Fort Niagara, New York, until our strength was built

up to battalion level." These men, m any o f  them boyhood 
friends, cam e from Buffalo, N iagara Falls, Rochester, Auburn, 
Syracuse and many small towns in between.

Given the special tie betw een the 299th and Fort N iagara, I 
im m ediately wrote and introduced a bill in A lbany to designate 
portions o f the N iagara Thruw ay and Robert Moses Parkway, 
beginning at the intersection o f the 1-190 and River Road in the 
Town o f Tonawanda and ending in Fort N iagara State Park in 
the Village o f Youngstown, as the 299th E ng ineer C om bat 
B atta lion  M em oria l H ighw ay. So, as the veterans o f the 299th 
gathered at Fort N iagara in June to renew friendships and 
rem em ber deceased and fallen com rades, the legislation 
dedicating the roadways to Fort N iagara in their honor was being 
finalized by the Legislature. That bill, A. 10576-S.7329, has now 
been passed by both houses and is aw aiting the hoped for 
signature o f the Governor.

This dedication is a fitting tribute to the brave soldiers o f the 
299th Engineer Com bat Battalion, whose unparalleled bravery 
was evidenced by numerus military decorations, which included 
the Distinguished Unit C itation and Bronze Service Star for each 
o f  the following campaigns: N orm andy, Northern France, the 
Rhineland, Ardennes and Central Europe.□

•A TTEN TIO N — ATTENTIO N-
H O W  T O  R E PL A C E  L O ST  M ILITA R Y  
M E D A L S/R E C O R D S

To obtain lost decorations or awards from W W II, write; 
C om m ander (ARPERCEN)
9700 Page Blvd
St. Louis, Missouri 63132-5260 

explain how you lost the medals, request replacem ent and send 
copies o f discharge certificates to show you are entitled to them.

To obtain a copy o f m issing discharge records (Form 214) 
write:

Com m ander (ARPERCEN)
ATT: DARP-PAS-EVS
9700 Page Blvd
St. Louis, MO 63132-5260

If you have been awarded the Com bat Infantry Badge (CIB) 
(W W ll only), you are entitled to a Bronze Star Medal. If you 
have not received this award write:

Com m ander (ARPERCEN)
ATT: DARP-PAS-EAW  
9700 Page Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63132-5260

Make the request and include a copy o f  your discharge 
certificate. This docum ent should show you received the CIB. 

[You wifi need  to exercise patience. It w ill take time.
Don 't fo rg e t to send  copy o f  your discharge.]

V B O B . In c . is n o n -p a r tisa n . It 
e n c o u r a g e s  c a n d id a te s  o f  all p o litica l 
p e r su a s io n s  an d  in cu m b en ts  to su p p o rt  
le g is la t io n  im p o r ta n t to: N a tio n a l 
D efen se  an d  to  .A ctive, R eserv e ,
N a tio n a l G u a r d , re tired  m em b ers  o f  the  
u n ifo rm  serv ice s , o th er  v e tera n s , th e ir  
fa m ilie s , an d  su rv iv o rs .
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VETERANS OF THE BATTLE OF THE BULOE CERTinCATE

V T T E R A N S O F  T H E  BATTLE O F  T H E  B U LG E

•///•y/. 't' fftt- /anf/ S/tP ‘ilHffU fij' f/t4‘
ftftf/ tn H /y f/tr y//»/ifr*/ ■ 'itmif

/ft /ffi.;

m m m . 9 B #

The V'eterans o f the Battle o f the 
Bulge Assn is proud to offer a fiill color 11" 
by 17" certificate, which may be ordered by 
any veteran who received credit for the 
Ardennes Campaign. It attests that you 
participated in, endured and survived the 
greatest land battle ever fought by the US 
Army. You do not have to be a mciribei of 
the VBOB Assn in order to order one but 
you must have received the Ardennes credit 
This beautiful certificate is produced on 
parchment-like stock and is outlined by the 
full color WWII insignias o f the major units 
that fought in the Battle o f the Bulge 
starting with the 12th Army Group followed 
numerically with Armies, Corps and 
Divisions and the two Army Air Forces We 
wished that each unit insignia could have 
been shown but with approximately 2000 

units that participated in the Bulge it was impossible However any umt which served in the Bulge would have been attached to or 
reported through one o f the unit insignia depicted. You may want to add one of your original patches to the certificate, when you 
receive it. Units were researched in the Official General Order No. 114 for Units Entitled to the ARDENNES Battle Credit and will be 
the basis for sale o f this certificate. The unit insignias shown are also those used in the design o f the Battle of the Bulge Memorial 
Conference Table dedicated and on view in the Garrison Library at Ft Meade, MD (open Mon & Wed 12 30-3:00 PM. The requests 
to date have been overwhelming, therefore we would request that you allow approximately 3-4 weeks for delivery

A Special Certificate is available to spouses or children o f those who made the Supreme Sacrifice in the Battle o f the Bulge or 
who died o f wounds received in the Battle o f the Bulge The individual request should have the date and place of death and be certified 
by the family requestor or by a buddy who was present. Multiple copies o f the same certificate may be ordered if you have a number 
o f children/grandchildren Rank or command during the Bulge is preferred It will be abbreviated to the WIVTI or three character 
standard The certificate will be shipped rolled in a protective mailing tube. Please be sure to place your name, service number and 
unit as you would like it to appear on the certificate. The unit name should as full as possible as you want someone reading it to 
understand what unit you were in. We will abbreviate it as necessary It is important that you type or print this information The unit 
must be one o f the 2000 units authorized for the Ardennes Campaign credit The cost of the certificate is $15.00 postpaid.

Unfortunately we do not have any more frames available at this time. John Bowen is presently trying to arrange 
with other suppliers who will produce these special sizes in quantities of 100. This may result in a higher frame cost. Our 

previouji order had to be for 500 frames which took over three years to sel! and resulted in the nun use of a garage where they
were stored. W'e will keep you posted.

V F T F .R A N S  O F  T H F  R A T T I E O F  T H F  RITI G F  rFRTfFfCATF ORDER Bl.ANK
I request an 11" x 17" Certificate and certify that I received credit for the Ardennes Campaign during my military service I have 
enclosed a check for $15.00 for the Certificate Please include the following information that I would like on the certificate:

First Name MI Last Name Serial Number

Organization:Company, Battalion and/or Regt, Di\ision

□ Killed m Action________________ Location___________
date

MAILING INFORMATION:

Rank (Optional)

□Died o f  Wounds □POW
place date dates Camp

Name Street Address Apt No

City

VBOB Member:

State

No

Zip + 4 Code

Telephone Number (In case we need to call you) 

directed to John Bowen, 301 384-6533, Certificate Chairman.

_Y es_____
not a reqmrement

k _ i : -----\r
Signature & date,1.410 ...an
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94TH INFANTRY DIVISION 
MONUMENT IN GERMANY

Information submitted by:
CARL HEIN 

94TH INFANTRY DIVISION 
319TH MEDICAL BATTALION 

COMPANY A

[Carl w anted us to know that in addition to the cemetries 
in Belgium and  Luxem bourg there is a cem etery dedicated  
to the 94th in Germany. Although not identified, the 
article he sent seem s to have come from  his association's 
new sletter and the story was written by Douglas LaRue 
Smith. 302nd Infantry Regiment, Company M.J

—the only m onum ent our country has on a famous battlefield on 
form er enemy soil, and was the first American monument 
erected after VJ Day o f W orld W ar 11. It is truly a soldier’s 
monum ent--first built by men o f Company M o f the 302nd 
Infantry, 94th Division in Czechoslovakia, as a tribute to fallen 
comrades. Taken back to the battle site on the Siegfried Line 
in Germ any in 1945, it rem ained there for forty-five years. 
Then, in 1990 it had to be moved due to a road widening projet, 
and now the former soldiers o f  Germany and America, who had 
fought on this same ground, agreed it should be mounted as a 
mark o f peace between our two countries.

Our German friends generously donated land for the new site 
and paid half the cost for construction, creating a small park o f 
beauty and charm. A dedication cerem ony in 1991 grandly 
established it as an eternal tribute to Peace, and in 1944 a re­
dedication was held to add a message from President George 
Bush, cast in bronze tablets on a granite wall, that added 
profoundlly to it. Considering that our countries have been at 
w ar twice in this century, the m onum ent now stands as a true 
symbol o f peace for all m ankind.□

VBOBers to March 
In our Nation’s 

St Patrick’s Day Patrick 
Sun, 11 March 2007 11:30 AM 

Washington DC Mall
Get >our marciiing shoes shined!

We will gather outside the old Smithsonian 
Castle, on the Mall side.
Look for the VBOB Flag 

And WWII Uniforms & vehicles 
Please w ear an o\ erseas cap and your medals or ribbons 

Vehicles w ill be a\ ailable for the walking wounded, furnished 
b> the Militar> Vehicle Collectors Society, however as many 

o f > ou as can m irch  are asked to show the >ounger 
generations how it is done!

O ur National organization and all Chapters liave been 
iiiviled once again to march in our Nation s St Patrick s 
Parade, down Constitution A \enue from 7th to 17th Streets 
NW.

We especially would like to h a \e  miirchers to show 
the crowd that > ou Bulge Veterans still luive alol o f kick. Tlie 
march is about one mile, nothing like those fiv e mile or 20 
mile marches that you had to pass. It is a particular pleasure to 
march in this parade because we salute “Those W ho S en  e" as 
>ou once did.. Each year tlial we h a \e  marched we h a \c  had 
continuous applause from the crowd along the whole parade 
route, som ething no other unit lias susUtined. We ha \e  won 4 
trophies.

So get those inarching shoes shined and caps out and 
if  you can still get into your unifomi please w ear it as it really 
is a crowd pleaser Mark your calendars for the 16th o f March. 
Call John D. Bow en at 301-384-6533 if you w ill be marching. 
See you there! We siilute

THOSE WHO SERVE 
Fire-Police-. 1 ctive liHtary -Sa tional Guard-Posta!

A s  You Once D id  
FREEDOS /  IS  X O T  FREE

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS?
Are they allowed?

Maybe we don’t do enough to enlighten our m em bers regarding 
the fact that we gladly accept associate mem bers. O ccasionally, 
we run an article but maybe th a t’s not enough.

A. N O R B E R T  V ER Z O SA  one o f  our long tim e mem bers, 
recently called to our attention that our application makes no 
mention o f the fact that those other than those who served in the 
BoB can becom e mem bers.

We have well over 700 m em bers who are associates. Needless 
to say, this will not be enough in the future to carry on as usual.

We will make a change in the next issue o f the mem bership 
application to show that associates are welcome.

...and in the future we will try to rem em ber to encourage 
fam ilies, historians, etc., and that we w elcom e their m em bership.

In the m eantim e, if  you know o f  som eone who would like to 
become a m em ber who did not serve in the Battle o f  the Bulge, 
please encourage them to do so.. T hey  a re  o u r  fu tu re .a

ARE Y O U R  DUES PA ST D U E??
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VBOB QUARTERMASTER 
ORDER FORM 

FEBRUARY, 2007
F^lease sliTpTh^Tonow ingTem ^o^

Name
(first) (last) (phone #-will call only if there is a problem)

Address
(no] (street) (city) (state) (zip)

Item Description Price Each Quantity Total Price

VBOB Logo Patch - 3" $ 4.50 $

VBOB Logo Patch - 4" $ 5.50 $

VBOB Logo Decal - 4" S 1.25 $

VBOB Windshield Logo - 4" $ 1.25 $ 1

VBOB Logo Stickers - 1%" (in quantities of 10) 10 for $1.25 S

Baseball Cap w/3" VBOB Logo Patch - Navy only $ 10.00 $

Windbreaker w/4'’ VBOB Logo Patch - Navy only
P lease circle s ize  (they  run a little snug): S M L XL XXL XXXL 
(XXL and  XXXL - s e e  prices)

$ 25 00 rS. W, L and XL) 
$ 26.00 for XXL 
$ 27,00 for XXXL

$

VBOB Logo Lapel Pin - S 5.00 $

Miniature VBOB Logo wedai w/Ribbon (pin on type) $ 6.50 5

VBOB Logo Belt Buckle - 
Silver tone or Gold tone (Please circle choice)

$ 16.00

VBOB Logo Boio Tie - 
Silver tone or Gold tone (Please circle choice)

$ 16.00 $

VBOB License Plate France w/Logos - White plastic w/Black printing $ 5.00
1

$

VBOB 100 Sheet Notepad w/Logo - "This Note Is From... A Veteran of the 
Battie of the Bulge’' - Wnite paper with Blue printing

$ 3.00 $ !

1 “  ................................ . "
BACK IN STOCK
Large VBOB Logo Neck Medallion w/nbbon 
ideal for insertion in medai shadow box

$ 25.00 $

VBOB Tote Bag-SOLD OUT $

Only Cash, Check, or Money Order Accepted  
Make checks payable to: "VBOB" - and mail orders to VBOB-QM, PO Box 101418, Arlington. VA 2 2 2 1 0 ^ 1 8

Shipping and Handling:
SO 00 to $5.00 - $ 2,00 
S5 01 to $10.00 - $ 3.00 
$10,01 and over - $ 4 00
P lease add $1.00 to for all items shipped outside the USA.

DO NOT INCLUDE ANY OTHER MONIES WITH QM PAYMENT
Please allow 3-4 w eeks for delivery

Cost of Items:

S&H;

Total:

$_

$_

$

Office Use Only - Do Not V\{rite Below This Line

D a te  R e c e iv e d :

Paym ent: C ash  C heck  MO

I nr BULGE BUGLE

Date Mailed: 

Check No.:

February 2007
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WE HOPE HE; BROUGHT.VOU SUNSHINE.
fMAKE PLANS^NOW TO ATTEND^ 

THE VBOB REUNION 
id ’ SEPTEMBER 25-30, 2007,
Lincolnshire Marriott Resort in Lincolnshire, IL

North Shore Chicago suburbs

OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Do n o t w rite  a b o v e  th is  line

N am e

— - —  -Detach and M a i l ---------------------------------------------------------

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
VETERANS OF THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE
PC Box 101418, Arlington, Virginia 22210-4418 

Annual Dues $15

□  New Member □  Renewal - M em ber # .

A d d r e s s . 

C ity _____

__________ B irth d a te  _

. P h o n e ( ) .  

__ S t a t e ______ -Zip.

All new members, please provide the following ir)formation:

Campaign(s)_________________________________________________________________________

Unit(s) to which assigned during period December 16,1944 - January25,1945 - Division________

Regiment______________________________________________ Battalion______________________

Company______________________________________________ Other________________________

Make check or money order payable to VBOB
and mail with this application to above address: Applicants Signature____________________
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