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1160 – Brussels, BE
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CONNECTICUT
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COLORADO
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Florida Southwest (67)

INDIANA
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VERMONT-NEW HAMPSHIRE-MAINE

Tri-State (17)
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Crater (43)

WASHINGTON

Northwest (6)
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Membership Office:

 
703-528-4058, 

PO Box 27430
Philadelphia, PA 19118

For stories, articles, letter to the editor 
for inclusion in The Bulge Bugle

PO Box 336
Blue Bell, PA 19422

VBOB WEB SITE:
www.battleofthebulge.org

or www.vbob.org
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER
 

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

J. David Bailey
106th Infantry 

Division

      VBOB Tours

IN THIS ISSUE
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 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

KUDOS TO PATRICK HINCHY

-

 

-
MY BROTHER ED

SEEKING INFORMATION 

-

-

  

SEEKING VETERANS’ AUTOGRAPHS
Hello,

Best regards

THANK YOU

-
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR   (CONTINUED)

-

 
 

-

-

Chapter

NOMINATIONS FOR  
2013 VBOB EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

-
-

589th Field Artillery

-



THE BULGE BUGLE                                                                                                        August 2012

A SOLDIER’S STORY
th th CEB
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A SOLDIER’S STORY
(CONTINUED)

 

-
-

-
-

 

-

-
-

-

-
 

-

-

-

MY ARMY SERVICE

-

-

-

 

-

-
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BASTOGNE BESIEGED AND  
LIBERATED

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
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CHRISTMAS EVE  

th th

 

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
 

-

-

-

-

-

-

 
-

-

-

restored order to the retreat

-
-

-
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-

-

-

-

 

 

 

 
-
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-

-

-

-

-

-
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DIARY OF JOHN RAFALIK 
(CONTINUED)

6th

10th
11th

12th

13th

14th
15th -

16th

-

20th
21th -

24th
25th
26th

LIEGE TO VIELSALM

-

-

-

-
-

-

-
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-

MY BULGE STORY

-

-

-
-

-

-

-

-

-

 

-

-

-

 

-
-
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MY BULGE STORY
(CONTINUED)

-

-

 

-

 
-

-

 

-

-

-

 

-

-

-
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AND TELL YOUR FRIENDS!

ORDERS FROM  
VBOB HEADQUARTERS

issue of The Bulge Bugle. all

 

HOW TO VIEW THE WEBSITE GALLERY OF VETERANSÕ PHOTOS

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

CALLING ALL VETERANS!
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION

REGISTRATION FEE

-

-

 - the largest 

 
a -

-

-

-

-

the hotel), 

 

-

 

-

-

Beyond All Boundaries
 

-
Please 

 
VETERANS OF THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE 31ST ANNUAL REUNION

HIGHLIGHTS AND SCHEDULE INFORMATION

Photos courtesy of NewOrleansOnline.com  
and Blaine KernÕs Mardi Gras World



THE BULGE BUGLE                                                                                                        August 2012

          

    
free

 

Bus all day
                                                       

      (age 6-12) (under 6 free)                             
     

         or

 
 

 

     
                                                    TOTAL 

 

VBOB REUNION REGISTRATION FORM    
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REUNION PROGRAM

 

 

 
 
 

   Bus departs to the hotel 
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-

-
-
-

DIRECTIONS TO THE HOTEL  
FROM THE AIRPORT  

GENERAL DIRECTIONS TO THE HOTEL

TRANSPORTATION TO AND FROM  
THE AIRPORT

 The shuttle to 
-

VETERANS OF THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE
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MY LETTER TO HOME

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-

-
 

 

MY MILITARY EXPERIENCE

 

-
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-
-

 
 

Purple heart

-

MY STORY

-

RETURN TO LUXEMBOURG

 
-

-

 

 

-
-

 
-
-

-
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-

-

-

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-

-

-
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-

-

-
-

 

-

-

-

-

-

               
AUTO

 

MEMBER NUMBER?

Your renewal  
date (again)

Your renewal date

Your member 
number

SAMPLE BULGE BUGLE LABEL
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Betty W Bishop

Jerry Walsh 

 

Walter C Bishop

Brady Pigg, Jr

Bill Huxley

Chris Wolfe

Joelle Cole

Geoffrey Parker, Jr

Gary Joy

 BULGE BUGLES
Bulge Bugles

The Bulge Bugle

We certainly are pleased to have you with us and look forward to your participation in helping to perpetuate the 
legacy of all who served in that epic battle. You can help immediately by

EDITORÕS NOTE: Due to a printerÕs error, some new membersÕ names were misspelled in the February 2012 issue of The Bulge 
Bugle. We sincerely apologize for any errors or omissions.
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-

-

 

-

-
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THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE HISTORICAL FOUNDATION, INC. 
Invites You to Join Your Friends for the 

ÒEVENTS OF REMEMBRANCE AND COMMEMORATIONÓ 

OF THE 68
th

 ANNIVERSARY OF THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE 
December 14, 15 and 16, 2012 Metropolitan Washington, DC 

 

 The Belgium Ambassador and Mrs. Matthysen have invited us again to their beautiful residence, on Friday, 14 December 

2012, from 6:30 Ð 8:30 PM, for their wonderful reception.  As a result we will hold our annual Commemoration Banquet, on Saturday 

evening, 15 December 2012, between 6:00 and 10:00 PM.  Our speaker for the Banquet will be Lieutenant General Theodore C. 

Nicholas, Assistant Director of National Intelligence for Partner Engagement, Office of the Director of National Intelligence. Our bus 

trip this year on the 15
th

 of December will be to Fort Mc Henry in Baltimore in commemoration of the 200
th

 Anniversary of the War of 

1812 and the composing of the Star Spangled Banner by Francis Scott Key. The DoubleTree Hotel Crystal City by Hilton, 300 Army-

Navy Drive, in Arlington VA22202 has been selected again, with its panoramic view of our NationÕs Capital. This hotel, just off 

Route 1 in Crystal City is a 7 minute drive from Reagan National Airport and a 2 City block walk to the Pentagon City Metro Station 

and the Pentagon Mall. It provides easy access to Washington DC and has just completed major renovations for great 

accommodations. We have managed again to retain the reduced rate of $99.00, single or double occupancy plus taxes, as well as 

food prices and free parking. We have blocked 20 rooms so it is imperative to make hotel reservations immediately.  Parking is 

complementary. This rate is available for any night(s) between December 12 and December 18.  For room reservations, please call the 

DoubleTree Reservations (1-800-Hiltons) or 703-416-4100 by December 6, 2012.  Mention the BATTLE OF THE BULGE for this 

special rate.  

   

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2012 

  2:00 PM Ð   9:00 PM Registration & Hospitality Room open Ð Harrison/Jackson Room - Receive name badges, Parking 

Passes, Banquet/bus tickets. Sign Attendance Books. (If you are only attending the Banquet, (on the 15
th

 

this year) you may pick up your tickets at the DoubleTree by 6:00 PM Dec 15
th

.)  

  3:00 PM Ð 11:00 PM Hospitality Room/Exhibits, Books, scrapbooks, memorabilia open everyday.  John Bowen, BOB Vice-Pres 

will be the host.  Marty Feldman will again be in charge of refreshments.  

  4:00 PM We will be having our traditional Tree Trimming Ceremony ÒSalute to Bulge VeteransÓ in the Harrison 

Hospitality Room 

  5:30 PM Ð 8:30 PM Bus loads at 5:30 PM for Reception at beautiful Belgium AmbassadorÕs Residence from 6:30 Ð 8:30 PM   

 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2012 

  8:45 AM - 9:00 AM  Load buses and depart promptly at 9:00 AM for Fort Mc Henry, Baltimore MD.  

10:30 AM We will first visit the new visitor center of this star shaped fort which defended Baltimore, from the British, 

during the War of 1812. In spite of the bombardment the fort held with the American flag still flying which 

inspired Francis Scott Key to pen the Star Spangled Banner which became our National Anthem. At 11 AM 

we will participate in their flag ceremony holding that special garrison flag by its edges, "a flag so large 

that the British will have no difficulty in seeing it from a distance."  If you have a Golden Age Card or 

National Park Service Pass please bring it. 

12:00 PM - 2:30 PM We will travel to BaltimoreÕs Inner Harbor for lunch on your own and shopping at Harborplace & The 

Gallery. 

  2:30 PM Return to DoubleTree Hotel to rest and prepare for our annual commemorative Banquet. 

  5:00 PM Hospitality Room Closed till after Banquet. 

  6:00 Ð 10:00 BANQUET AT THE DOUBLETREE CRYSTAL CITY HOTEL COMMONWEALTH ROOM. 

  6:00 PM Social Hour/Cash Bar. Seated for Dinner at 6:45 PM. 

  7:00 PM Color Guard & Honors. 

  7:15 PM Dinner served: Apple Brandy Pork Tenderloin OR Chicken Florentine 

 Program: Greetings from Dignitaries, Person of Year Award, Speaker LTG Theodore C. Nicholas 

10:00 PM Hospitality Room open  

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2012 

  8:45 AM - 12:30PM Bus loads 8:45 AM leaves Hotel promptly at 9:00 AM for Wreath layings at World War II Memorial, 

large VBOB Memorial, and Tomb of the Unknowns and changing of the Guard. 

12:30 PM Return to DoubleTree Hotel for annual VBOB Luncheon in Windows Over Washington. 

  1:00 PM  Lunch 14
th

 Floor of hot soup, Grilled Chicken or Smoked Turkey sandwich, beverage and cookies. 

 Swearing-in of new National VBOB officers for 2013. 
Notes:  Free Airport shuttle provided by the DoubleTree Hotel every half hour, 3 miles from Reagan Washington National Airport.  
Free Shuttle from DoubleTree Hotel every hour on the half hour to METRO: Pentagon City (Blue/Yellow Line) and to Pentagon City Mall. 

Skydome Lounge for dinner, the areaÕs only revolving rooftop lounge, for a spectacular view of Washington at night.    7/7/12 
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RESERVATION FORM 

ÒREMEMBRANCE AND COMMEMORATIONÓ 

OF THE 68th ANNIVERSARY OF THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE 

December 14, 15, and 16, 2012 Metropolitan Washington, DC 
Return form and check by December 7, 2012 to:      Questions: 

 Battle of the Bulge Historical Foundation, Inc.     John D. Bowen, 301-384-6533 

 PO Box 2516,          E-Mail: johndbowen@earthlink.net 

Kensington MD 20895-0181        

 Name: ______________________________________________ Telephone _________________Cell _____________________ 
 

 Name of Spouse/Guests: ___________________;____________________;______________________;____________________ 
 

Address: ______________________________________ City: __________________________ State: ________ ZIP: __________ 
 

Battle of Bulge Unit You Served With: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 

E-Mail Address: ________________________________________________________ Do you have a WWII Pictures to send us? 
           If you havenÕt before? 

RESERVATIONS:      Number Attending Cost/Person       Total           
 

Registration Fee: Provides for Badges, Programs, Hospitality, etc. ________________X     $20.00 $____________ 
 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2012 

  4:00 PM Tree Trimming Ceremony Harrison Room ________________X     FREE  

  5:45 PM      Bus to Belgium Ambassador Residence Reception  ________________X     $20.00    $____________ 

   

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2012: 

Chartered Bus:  Ft Mc Henry Baltimore Bus Transportation ________________X     $35.00   $____________ 

  9:00 AM Bus Leaves for Ft Mc Henry 

Commemorative Banquet, DoubleTree Hotel Crystal City  ________________X     $65.00   $____________ 

  6:00 PM - 10:00 PM    Please make your Main Course selection(s): 

 Apple Brandy Pork Tenderloin  _______________ (Names)_____________) 
 Chicken Florentine   _______________ (Names)_____________) 

 Diabetic Meal    _______________ (Names)_____________) 

Sitting is assigned. Plan ahead with your friends to be seated at the same table. Tables are Rounds of 8. Please indicate 

friends with whom you would like to sit: _____________________________________________________________   

   

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2012: 

Chartered Bus: Wreath Layings VBOB Memorials, Tomb of ________________X     $25.00   $____________ 

Depart 9:00 AM   Unknowns & WWII Memorial 
 

09:00 Ð 12:00 AM Wreath Laying Ceremonies: Number Attending: ____________ 

 

 1:00 PM VBOB Luncheon at DoubleTree Hotel  Chicken ________X     $30.00   $____________ 

        Turkey   ________X     $30.00   $________ ___ 

 

GRAND TOTAL (Enclose check made out to BoBHF 2012 Commemoration):       $____________ 

   NOTE: Checks will not be deposited until 1 Dec 2012 so you can register now. 

Permission granted for Hotel to notify BoB Historical Foundation that room reservation has been made. 
  

     Signature: ______________________________________________________ 

 

NOTES & REMINDERS: Banquet Dress: Business suit/black tie optional (miniature medals encouraged) or military dress uniform  

Room reservations must be made with the DoubleTree Crystal City directly, by December 6, 2012 Telephone (1-800-Hiltons) Block of 20. 

Return completed Reservation Form for events to BOB Historical Foundation ASAP but no later than 7 December 2012. 

No cancellation refunds after December 7, 2012.                                             Hotel Reservations based on Availability. Please do not delay. 

Please indicate in all places the number & names attending so that we can be advised of the proper number to plan.  Thanks! 

***PLEASE BRING A PICTURE ID (Drivers License, Passport, Mil ID) for the Washington area***    7/7/12 
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DONATIONS

Colbert, Hugh Febo, Joseph

Hardy, Charles

Orth, Herbert

Puff, Paul

2012 VETERANS TOUR HONORING GENERAL GEORGE C MARSHALL ON THE MARSHALL PLAN’S 
65th ANNIVERSARY

2013 VETERANS TOURS 
-

PILSEN LIBERATION FESTIVAL AND PRAGUE

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

VBOB TOURS
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2011

2012

 

MEMBERS: IN MEMORIAM
-

The Bulge Bugle.
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Please ship the selected items to:

Name       
         (First)                        (Last)

Address       
  (No. & Street)           (City)           (State)   (Zip Code)

Telephone number      E-mail address

ITEM DESCRIPTION PRICE EACH QUANTITY TOTAL PRICE
VBOB logo patch 3Ó     BACK IN STOCK!       $4.50  $
VBOB logo patch 4Ó  $5.50  $
VBOB logo decal 4Ó  $1.25  $
VBOB windshield logo 4Ó  $1.25   $
VBOB logo stickers 1 1/8Ó (in quantities of 10)  $1.25  $
Baseball cap with 3Ó VBOB logo patch (navy, solid twill) $12  $
Windbreaker with 4Ó VBOB logo (navy only)

Please circle size (they run a little snug):
S     M     L     XL    XXL     XXXL    XXXXL $36  $

VBOB logo lapel pin 1/2Ó  $5  $
VBOB logo tie tack $3.50  $
VBOB challenge coin 1 3/4Ó     NEW ITEM! $10.00  $
Miniature VBOB logo medal with a ribbon (pin-on type)  $8.50  $
VBOB logo belt buckle (gold tone only)   $16  $
VBOB logo bolo tie  

silver tone   or   gold tone    (please circle one) $16  $
VBOB license plate frame with logo (white plastic with black printing)  $7   $
VBOB 100-sheet note pad with logo  $6

ÒThis Note is fromÉ.A Veteran of the Battle of the BulgeÓ  (white paper with blue printing)  $
Large VBOB logo neck medallion with a ribbon 

(Ideal for insertion in medal shadow box) $25  $

*SHIPPING AND HANDLING:                             COST OF ITEMS:  $
Cost of items up to $5.00: $3.00
Cost of items $5.01 to $10.00: $4.00  ADD S & H*:  $ 
Cost of items $10.01 and over: $8.00
International Shipping: Please add $4.00 to the shipping charges for delivery outside the USA TOTAL:  $  
 

Only cash, check or money order accepted. Make checks payable to: VBOB
Do not include any other monies with QM payment.

Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery.

MAIL ORDERS TO: VBOB-QM, PO BOX 27430, PHILADELPHIA, PA 19118-0430
Questions? Call 703-528-4058                     ORDER ONLINE AT WWW.VBOB.ORG

NEW
VBOB QUARTERMASTER ORDER FORM

IMPORTANT NOTE: QM prices are changing, due to increased manufacturing and 
shipping costs. Therefore, we will no longer accept old QM forms from previous issues of the 

Bulge Bugle. Please complete this form and send your payment to the address listed below.

AUGUST 2012
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 THE VBOB CERTIFICATE: Have you ordered one?
Over 6,500 certificates have been purchased by 

Battle of the Bulge veterans. If you haven’t received 

yours, then you might want to consider order-

ing one to give to your grandchildren. They are 

generally most appreciative of your service now 

and they make excellent gifts—also for that buddy 

with whom you served in the Bulge. The Veterans 

of the Battle of the Bulge, Inc. is proud to offer 

this full color 11” by 17” certificate, which may 

be ordered for any veteran who received credit for 

the Ardennes campaign. It attests that the veteran 

participated, endured and survived the largest land 

battle ever fought by the US Army.

You do not have to be a member of VBOB to 

order one, but the veteran must have received 

the Ardennes credit. This beautiful certificate is produced on parchment-like stock and is outlined by the full color World War II 

insignias of the major units that fought in the Battle of the Bulge, starting with the 12th Army group, then followed numerically 

with Armies, Corps and Divisions and the two Army Air Forces. We wished that each unit insignia could have been shown, but with 

approximately 2000 units that participated in the Bulge, it was impossible. However, any unit that served in the Bulge would have 

been attached to or reported through one of the unit insignia depicted. You may want to add one of the veteran’s original patches to 

the certificate when you receive it. Please allow approximately 4 to 6 weeks for delivery. The certificate will be shipped rolled in 

a protective mailing tube. Please be sure that you write the name, service number and unit as you would like it to appear on 

the certificate. The unit name should be as complete as possible because you want someone reading it to understand what unit the 

veteran was in. We will abbreviate it as necessary. It is important that you type or print this information and the unit must be one of 

the 2,000 units authorized for the Ardennes Campaign credit that is in the Official General Order No. 114 for units entitled to the 

Ardennes Battle Credit and will be the basis for sale of the certificate. The cost of the certificate is $15 postpaid.

 
Veterans of the Battle of the Bulge Certificate Order Blank
I request an 11Ó by 17Ó certiÞcate and certify the veteran named below received credit for the Ardennes campaign.  

I have enclosed a check for $15 for the certiÞcate. Please include the following information on the certiÞcate:

First Name      Middle Initial   Last Name    

Serial Number     Rank      Unit

Organization 
                       (usually Company, Battalion and/or Regiment and/or Division)                              Killed in Action             Died of Wounds

Signature           Date

Mailing Information: 

Name        Address

City        State    Zip Code

Telephone number      E-mail address

VBOB member:  yes    no   (membership not a requirement)                    Make checks out to VBOB for $15. 
Orders should be mailed to: VBOB CertiÞcate, PO Box 27430, Philadelphia, PA 19118-0430

Questions can be directed to John D. Bowen, telephone: 301-384-6533 or by e-mail to: johndbowen@earthlink.net  
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    REGISTER TODAY!

VBOB 31st Annual Reunion

SEPTEMBER 26-30, 2012 

 
NEW ORLEANS, LA

 

Registration 
form on pg. 17

VETERANS
of the

BATTLE
of the

BULGE
P.O. Box 27430

Philadelphia, PA 19118-0430

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
SOUTHERN, MD

PERMIT NO. 3323

August, 2012

Detach and Mail

ARE YOUR

DUES DUE?LOOK!

q Regular Membership    q Associate Membership    q New    q Renewal - Member # _______________
Regular Membership is for those who have received the Ardennes campaign credit. Associate membership is for relatives, historians or 

others with an interest in preserving the memory of the Battle of the Bulge. Both have the same rights and privileges.

Name ______________________________________________________ DOB ___________________________

Address ____________________________________City_____________________ State ______ Zip+4 __________

Telephone ________________________________________ E-mail ___________________________________

Campaigns _______________________________________________________________________________
All regular members please provide the following information below:

Unit(s) to which assigned during the period 16 Dec 1944 to 25 Jan 1945 - Division _________________________

Regiment __________________________________ Battalion _______________________________________

Company _____________________________________ Other _______________________________________
All associate members please provide the following information below (Military Service is not a requirement but as a 501 c (19) we need to identify all veterans):

Relative of the Bulge Veteran __________________ Bulge Vet’s Name and Unit ____________________________
              (wife, son, daughter, niece, etc.)

q Historian    q Other          Associate’s Military Svc (dates) _________________ Branch __________________

Applicant’s Signature __________________________________________ Date ________________________
Make check or money order payable to VBOB and mail application

APPLICATION FOR NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP
Veterans of the Battle of the Bulge

PO Box 27430, Philadelphia PA, 19118-0430
ANNUAL DUES $15.00


