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THE SURRENDER OF GERMANY
[Following are the words o f  the authoritative 
surrender o f  Germany.]

A C T  O F  M IL IT A R Y  SU R R E N D E R

1. We the undersigned, acting by authority of the German 
High Command, hereby surrender unconditionally to the 
Supreme Commander, Allied Expeditionary Force and 
simultaneously to the Soviet High Command all forces on land, 
sea, and in the air who are at this date under German control.

2. The German High Command will at once issue orders to 
all German military, naval and air authorities and to all forces 
under German control to cease active operations at 2301 hours 
Central European time on 8 May and to remain in the positions 
occupied at that time. No ship, vessel, or aircraft is to be 
scuttled, or any damage done to their hull, machinery or 
equipment.

3. The German High Command will at once issue to the 
appropriate commanders, and ensure the carrying out o f any 
further orders issued by the Supreme Commander, Allied 
Expeditionary Force and by the Soviet High Command.

4. This act o f military surrender is without prejudice to, and 
will be superseded by any general instrument of surrender 
imposed by any general instrument o f surrender imposed by, 
or on behalf o f the United Nations and applicable to 
GERMANY and the Gernian armed forces as a whole.

5. In the event o f the German High Command or any o f the 
forces under their control failing to act in accordance with this 
Act o f Surrender, the Supreme Commander, Allied 
Expeditionary Force and the Soviet High Command will take 
such punitive or other action as they deem appropriate.

[The following are the signatures 
on the document.]
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Other stories are included herein regarding the 
surrender o f  German Forces.

IT’S  SAN ANTONIO IN SEPTEMBER . . . B E  TH ERE!!
(S ee  Page 11)
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CONTACT THE CHAPTER IN >OUR 
AREIA. YOU WILL BE GLAD Y O t DID.

CHAPTERS IN PROCESS OF BiEING 
FORMED:

Calirornia: Bob M Ro:>bins
204 Union Ave , Los Gatos. CA 9;;>032

G eorgia: Frank S te iib ijg g e
1925 Bnjce Dr., St, Simons. GA 31522

Ohio: Frank .^a^npos
3903 Sefton Rd., Toledo. OH 436.!3

Texiis: Chauncy I f-arris
PO Sox 112174, Carrollton, TX 7f:011- 
2474

Virginia: John Klingt^nh agen
823 Gadwell C t , Virginia Beach, VA 
234(52

Virginia: Hai'oM E aster
R t2 , Box 141, Cana. VA 2431

If you live in one of these  areas, 
plec.se con tac t th ese  gentlem en .
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Grover Twiner

G reetings!
H ope all o f  you are enjoying the w arm er w eather. It sure 

m akes the old bones and jo in ts  function much easier.
Since m y last m essage to you, we 

have w elcom ed three additional 
chapters, bring ing  the total num ber 
o f  V BO B chapters to 45. C harters 
and flags for these new  groups are 
in process—C ongratu lations to our 
new  chapters.

There are several m ore chapters in 
the w orks. (W e have listed them  at 
the end o f  the chapter listing on the 
inside cover). M y hope is tha t we 
w ill have 50 chapters on board by the tim e w e all arrive in 
San A ntonio. I ask that you respond favorably to the 
letters you receive from  those w ho are try ing to get a 
chapter started. M em bership  in a chapter is a very 
rew arding experience, affording you the opportunity  to 
m eet and enjoy those w ith w hom  you served. The 
activ ities o f  the chapters and m any and varied.

A pril, M ay and June have been very busy m onths w ith 
V ictory com m em orations and celebrations taking place all 
over the w orld, and especially  in the W ashington, D .C., 
area. T hese 50th A nniversary  events w ill end about 
N ovem ber 11, 1995.

S an  A n to n io : E veryth ing is progressing apace for the 
"com m em oration ." In addition  to our m eeting, the 90th 
Infantry D ivision  w ill be concluding their annual m eeting 
there as w e begin ours. A ll 90th B O B ers are invited to 
com e on over. "Yawl com e."

Every effort is being m ade to m ake the dedication o f  the 
plaque for all veterans o f  the B attle o f  the B ulge a 
m em orable occasion.

In th is issue o f  The B ugle, there appears a C hristm as 
story (circa 1944). W e w ould like to identify the 
A m erican pictured therein: H arry, R obin and a third 
unnam ed m e m b e r 'o f  the trio. It is believed they w ere 
from the 106th Infantry D ivision o r one o f  its affiliated 
units. W e w ould like to publish the results, the A m erican 
version.

Looking forw ard to seeing you in San A ntonio. BE 
TH ERE!

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
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While, w e do not like to stray  to far from information 
about the Battle of the Bulge, you will find severa l articles 
in this Issue dealing with the  end of World W ar II. W e 
thought this appropriate for this issue  a s  it will arrive in 
your hom e n ear the  50th anniversary  of the  end of the  war. 
It a lso  ties in with our S ep tem b er 3-6, San  Antonio 
Meeting, which will observe  the end  of the  war.

W e hope you will be with us in S an  Antonio to enjoy the 
ob serv an ces and the dedication of the  plaque honoring all 
who served  in the  Battle of the Bulge.

The End of World WAR II...

BATTLE OF THE BULGE CD-ROM
The computer age has caught up with the Battle of the Bulge 

with a recently released CD-ROM (Compact Disk-Read Only 
Memory) from LAMBERT and BOW (a collaborative project of 
Capt Scott Lambert and Major Steve Bow). This Multi-media 
CD-ROM plays only on com puter and contains a wealth of 
information on the Bulge. For those o f you with a computer which 
has a CD-ROM drive this item would make an excellent addition 
to your collection. For those of you who do not have a computer 
but have a grandchild or son or daughter that does, this particular 
CD-ROM on The Battle o f the Bulge, would be a great gift to give 
them. You might also want to purchase one for the local school in 
your area and present it to them as an outreach to spread the word 
and perpetuate the history on that greatest land batle that you 
fought in and survived. Most schools today, in their libraries, will 
have a Computer with a CD-ROM drive. You might contact the 
Principal and the Librarian.

This new media is marvelous when you realize that on the 
CD-ROM they are able to contain books, audio, video, and still 
photos all o f which can be displayed on a computer screen. 
Specifically this CD-ROM  contains four books including the 
recently released book on the Malmedy Massacre, as well as a 
research level bibliography, glossary, codeword list, chronology 
and color maps. The Malmedy Masacre book alone is worth the 
cost of the disk. In addition, the CD-ROM contains 45 minutes of 
audio sound clips (including actual front line coverage), 800 
images of combat photos on the B^lge as well as 30 minutes of 
video from com bat footage motion pictures of the US Army 
Signal Corps from the collections of the National Archives and 
the US Army’s M ihtary History Institute.

The CD-ROM, also contains Insignias and Army Art Activity 
of over fifty-five images o f art. The descriptive text is fully 
searchable. The real treat is the personal accounts from over 
eighty Bulge veterans in hundreds of pages of reading. Tliere is 
also a perspective from the German side of the battle as a series of 
interview s o f G erm an O fficers m ade after the war by the 
European Theater of Operations Section is also included, l l i is  is 
the equivalent o f over 700 pages of material. It is just amazing 
w h a t y o u  c a n  f i t  on  o n e  o f  th e s e  C D -R O M s .

To order the CD-ROM, which is for Windows Only, you may 
purchase them for $20.00 plus $8.00 shipping from Quanta Press, 
Inc, 1313 Fifth St SE, Suite 208C, Minneapolis MN 55414, Tel 
612-379-3956 if you tell them that you are a veteran. This is half 
the suggested retail price o f $39.95 The shipping charge is a one 
time charge per order so that if you order two or three at the same 
time the shipping is still $8.00.

THE BULGE BUGLE August 19*̂ 5



ONLY MEANT FACETIOUSLY
OMIGOD! Jo h n  Phillips R ichardson  in th e  M ay 1995 Bulge Bugle 
ta k e s  my p rev ious letter in th e  February  Bugle describ ing  w hat 
n ice guys th o s e  Nazi b a s ta rd s  really w ere  seriously!

T he  w hole thing w as  m ean t to  be totally facetious, a  play on 
cu rren t a tte m p ts  to rew rite history. You know: T he H olocaust 
n ev e r h a p p e n e d , it Is a  myth d ream ed  up a s  a  Jew ish  conspiracy, 
th e  J a p a n e s e  w ere  only defending  their hom eland  and  culture (at 
P ea rl H arbor, yet!) and  all that.

T he  A rd en n es  f ra c a s  w as  a really grim thing, but th e re  w ere  still
3 few  th ings th a t Bill M auldin m issed , and  I though t th e  p a g e s  of 
The Bugle could u se  a  little hum or.

For Mr. R ich a rd so n 's  inform ation, I W AS THERE, and  though  I 
w a s  certain ly  n ev er o n e  of th e  B attered  B asta rd s, I w as  n ea r 
en o u g h  to  th e  action  to  know  d am n ed  well th e  utility and  
capability of th o s e  8 8 's  and  how m any firecrackers Adolph sho t 
off on  th e  Fourth  of July!

And, you know, I had  a n o th e r thing th a t I think is funny th a t I 
w a s  thinking ab o u t writing up and  send ing  to  The Bugle, but if 
p eop le  a re  going to m isin terpret su ch  efforts, m aybe  I should 
re leg a te  it b ack  into th e  fog of all th o se  o th e r unwritten an n a ls  of 
th e  time.

R o b e r t W. S h aw  
654 ENGR TO PO G R A PH IC  BN

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

THE BLACK C O R R ID O R
I w alked a  dark  corridor for a half century .

T hen  I jo ined your m em bersh ip , and  w ro te  two le tters you w ere  
good  en o u g h  to print.

It w a s  like placing a  flashlight in th e  h an d s  of H enry H. C oom bs, 
.In.seph Pilleteri, Jo s e p h  M alta, R andy  Kerry, [and] D orothy S. 
Davis, R.N.

I h av e  s e e n  th e  light, an d  rem em b er th e  tragic, th e  m an /e ln iis  
b ravado , an d  th e  silly or com ic incidents.

T hank  you m o st sincerely,
B e n ja m in  L. "L ee"  E b e rt 

114 STATION H O SP

TO O  MANY G O O D  MEN LOST
[As a m em hffr n f the 629Tfi. TANK D ESTRO YER BATTALION, 
I rem em b er the liberation o f the p eo p le  o f S  adz very well.} I am  
still very  u p se t by th e  w hole thing: w e lost too  m any good  m en 
in th a t an d  m any  o th er ac tions. T he contributions of th o se  
v ictories w ere  too  g re a t to  b e  ignored.

...I re m e m b e r finding an  am b u lan ce  th a t had  b een  hit by a 
b azo o k a  on th e  w ay  to  a  re c o n n a is sa n c e  m ission and  s to p p ed  to 
s e e  w hat had  h ap p e n e d . I w a s  told a  m an  th a t w a s  on guard  
duty  h ad  knocked  it ou t th e  night befo re . [It] w as  a  unit new  to 
com bat. W e didn 't ju s t hav e  th e  k rau ts to  fe a r  but g reen  troops. 
It w a s  a  very  b ad  situation  all over th e  p lace . From  then  on, I 
kep t my m ach in e  gun  cocked  and  not locked and  slep t very  little. 
T hank  G od I m a d e  it out of th a t m e ss .

J a m e s  M. C o llin s  
629  TK DEST BN

It's abou t tim e to s top  this d isgraceful downfall of our w onderful 
United S ta te s  of A m srical After being lucky en cu g h  to ret-arn tc  
our beautiful United S la te s , th e  first thing I aid w iien i got off of 
th e  troop ship, Queen Mary, w a s  to kneel down and  kiss th e  U.S. 
soil, and  so  did practically every  Gl around  me! So glad w ere  w e 
to be back hom e in this b e s t country in th e  world. Leaving 
b e h in d -d e fe a te d  Nazi G erm any , and  all th e  horrors of w a r-p ile s  
of unburned  hum an bod ies in all of th e  Nazi d ea th  cam ps-- 
D achau, B uchenw ald, A uschwitz, e tc ., e tc . So m any of our 
buddies, relatives, fellov.’ A m ericans, e tc . hav e  given up their 
lives, su ffered  unbearab ly  for our flag and  country!

Burning our flag is unforgiveable! T here  a re  so  m any o ther 
w ays to protest.

S ta n le y  A. D unal 
17 ABND 680 GIR A

RATIONS
I got to looking over so m e  old Bulge Bugles th e  o ther day and 
ran a c ro s s  an  article ab o u t "K" rations in th e  F ebruary , 1992, 
issue . I don 't know w here  they  got th e  "K" ra tions pictured but 
tha t su re  w asn 't th e  "K" rations I a te  in WWII in 1943-44

B reak fa s t-C h o p p ed  ham  & eg g s , so luab le  coffee, d a te  bar, 
toilet paper, four c ig a re tte s  (Lucky Strike, C am el, Old Gold, 
C hesterfie ld), hard  candy  (C harm s, Life S av ers), c rackers.

D in n e r-C h e e se , lem onade  pow der, c rack e rs , toilet paper, 
c ig a re tte s  (four), hard  candy.

S u p p e r-S te w , choco la te  (com plete  with sugar), toilet paper, 
c ig a re tte s  (tour), choco la te  candy , c rack e rs  (so m etim es  hash  
instead  of stew ).

All th e  c a n s  w ere  round. You had  a  sm all c an  o p en ed  (which 
a re  collectors item s today). T h e ie  w as  a  sm all round wire stove 
grill th a t kept your c a n te e n  cup  a  couple  of inches off th e  ground 
and  you u sed  a  s te rn o  tab le t to r heat.

W e w ere  issued  H alazone tab le ts  to purify w ater. YOu put one 
tab let in a  full c an te en . T hen  o n e  capful of th a t w ate r would 
purify a n o th e r full c a n te e n  of w ater, in b ivouac th e re  w as alw ays 
th e  Lister Bag with purified w ater.

W hen I w as  in >.ve had  th e  old g a s  m ask  th a t fit flat u n d er your 
left arm . T here  w ere  two p lastic b a g s  th a t could b e  sh ak en  to 
ten t s ize  to  crouch  under in c a s e  of an  air g a s  a ttack . T h ere  w as 
a slick of som eth ing  to  rub on th e  inside of your m ask  le n se s  to 
'Keep them  from fogging up. T h ere  w ere  two pair of plastic 
goggles.

To pro tec t your ey e s , o n e  clear, o n e  ta in ted . W hen  you fired 
th e  first b a zo o k as  you w ore  a pair of th o s e  g o g g les  to  p ro tect 
your e y e s  from pow der burns. O ur fa tig u es an d  O D ’s  had  g a s  
flaps both in shirt and  p an ts . O ur c lo thes w ere  g a s  
im pregnated . W e w ere  is su ed  a  can  of sh o e  im pregnite (although 
they  c rea ted  a  lot of soo t, a  can  of im pregnite would burn for 
hours. 1 p layed m any a  g a m e  of poker on th o se  d reary  English 
n ites during th e  rainy se a so n ) . W e w ere  is su ed  a  can  of Dubbin 
to w aterp roof our boo ts Try shinning a  boot co v ered  with Dubbin 
and  sh o e  im pregnite.

W e tried to w hiten our leggings, cartridge  belt, an d  garrison  belt 
in tha t a th le te s  foot solution w hen  going in or getting out of a 
show er. How m any rem em b er th e  P ro  Kit which w as  a 
m andato ry  p a s s  item in E u rope?

H ow ard  P e te r s o n  
4  ARMDD 51 AIB

FLAG BURNING
Flag burning (or any  d e sec ra tio n ) of ou r flag by a  16 year-old , or 
by a n y o n e , is intolerable! T h e se  o ffen d e rs  should  b e  punished! 
My su g g e s tio n  is c a n in g ! S im ple, but effective an d  it would leave 
an  im press ion  th a t a  flag-burner or flag -d e sec ra to r would long 
rem em b er!

TIME WILL TELL
1 wish I had  read  G en era l P a tto n ’s  review  of th e  book The Last 
Assault by C harles W hiting in th e  F eb ruary  1995 Bulge Bugle 
so m e  tim e befo re  I did (Continued on Page 5)
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
(Continued from  Page 4)

The trouble is, I already bought it!
Actually, I have long som ew hat doubted that VonRunstedt's 

attack w as a s  com plete a surprise as conventional history 
describes it, but trashing one of our units that bore the brunt of it 
is sure a s  hell not the way to go.

I haven’t read the book yet, so  w e’ll see.
R obert W. Shaw  

654 ENGR TOPO BN

ONE DISAPPOINTMENT
Last D ecem ber, a magnificent comm emoration of the 50th 
anniversary of the Battle of the Bulge w as held in St. Louis. 
Obviously, intensive planning for this great undertaking was 
necessary , a s  it included many mem orable events that the large 
num ber of a ttendees would enjoy.

O ne disappointing aspect I did not enjoy w as the program ’s 
failure to deal adequately with Patton’s Third Army contribution to 
this g reat battle. True, the G erm ans broke through in First Army 
sector and they and the Ninth Army bore the initial brunt of this 
mam moth offensive by the best the G erm ans could offer. The 
m agnitude of the G erm an thrust w as shrouded in secrecy at the 
early s tag es  of the b a ttle -a t least, secre t enough to those of us 
that w ere down in the S aar region at the time. We were part of 
Patton’s 250,000-m an army that w as hastily moved northward (as 
much a s  120 miles) to help stem  a break-through that proved to 
be the costliest battle in American military history.

First and Ninth Armies suffered huge casualty losses during this 
battle, but so did the Third Army. Hitler and his high command 
w ere aw are that Patton’s Army would be coming up to relieve the 
Bulge and w ere waiting for this expected effort. The ensuing 
battle lo sses w ere so huge at the height of this relief that General 
Patton w as quoted a s  saying, "We could lose this war"!

O ne of the features of the 50th Anniversary program w as the 
showing of the film Battle of the Bulge, Brave Rifles. This 
showing w as accom panied by the p resence  of its producer, a 
former infantryman in one of First Army’s divisions. The program 
billed this film a s  the "most honored WWII documentary." It 
certainly w as a rem arkable docum ent-from  a First Army 
perspective. Practically no mention of Third Army’s participation 
w as m ade. Even in the segm ent describing the initial relief of 
B astogne, there w as no Third Army identification of the heroic 
feat of a Fourth Armored Division arm ored infantryman, Jimmy 
Hendrix. This 19-year-old farm boy from A rkansas individually 
knocked out two 88 artillery em placem ents that w ere obstructing 
the Fourth Armored’s dash  to B astogne to relieve the gallant 
defenders there. Hendrix w as aw arded the Congressional Medal 
of Honor for his am azing valor there.

The docum entary continued to focus on the brutal battles the 
83rd Infantry Division suffered throughout. Appearing alm ost as 
an after thought, it mentioned there w as a First and Third Army 
link-up in the middle of January  1945. Brave Rifles should have 
indicated its history w as mainly confined to the military exploits of 
the 83rd Infantry. Certainly it did not qualify a s  a balanced and 
com prehensive docum entary of the Battle of the Bulge.

As an exam ple of the effects of what I considered a deliberate 
slight of Patton’s arm y’s contribution to the great battle w as 
visited to me personally at the gala banquet my wife and I 
a ttended on Saturday night. W e w ere sea ted  at a rem ote table 
with a couple of other Sixth Armored veterans. The rest of the 
tab le’s occupants w ere various First and Ninth Army veterans and 
their wives. The wife of one 83rd Division veteran eated  there 
asked  me in a very snide way, "What w as all this stuff about

B astogne-w hat w as it really like"? Containing my tem per a s  best 
I could, I responded in no undertain term s that "it w as Hell"! The 
ignorance shown by her question appeared  so alarming to me 
since I realized that this woman m ust have heard G eneral Shali’s 
memorable speech  to the group a day before. G eneral Shall had 
appeared  in St. Louis with a vial of dirt he had collected the day 
before from Bastogne, w here he attended a 50th Anniversary 
Commemoration there. He gave a vivid description of the failure 
of the G erm ans to break the siege of B astogne and the 101st 
Airborne’s G eneral McAuliffe’s  "NUTS" reply to the Germ an 
dem and for B astogne’s surrender. G eneral Shall described the 
relief of B astogne’s siege by Third Army a s  being vital to the 
destruction of the Bulge.

In fact, when you go to Europe it is surprising how Patton is 
universally recognized. Now I realize how awkwardly this 
unbalanced recognition sits with First and Ninth Army veterans 
that suffered so heavily through the Bulge. It’s unfortunate that 
the "glory" is distributed that way but the fact of the m atter is that 
Patton 's Army did get up there and succeed  in relieving 
Bastogne. Again, it is m ost regrettable to have attended such a 
m arvelous function in St. Louis and feel such a  trem endous slight 
of Third Army’s contribution to the great battle.

A hren J a c o b s o n  
6 ARMDD 50 AIB A 

[Editor’s  note: This organization would NEVER, in any 
way, deliberately demonstrate any bias with respect to one 
group over another Quite simply, our purpose is to see  
that the bravery and sacrifices o f ALL who participated in 
the Battle o f the Bulge is never forgotten.]

REVISIONISM ADDRESSED
This letter concerns a subject that might be of interest to The 
Bulge Bugle namely historical revisionism regarding the Battle of 
the Bulge. Included is a review [published elsewhere in this 
issue] of Charles Whiting’s just re leased  The Last Assault: 1944 
- the Battle o f the Bulge Reassessed. It is a first for m e in an 
area I have extensive knowledge of but in which I am not an 
expert. The issue got under my collar in no small degree 
because  I am a native of the G rand Duchy of Luxembourg, born 
in Ettelbruck (a city which sh a res  with W est Point the identical 
statue of G eneral Patton), and deeply grateful for what the 
American soldier did in WWII. I care  enough about the 
anniversary of the Battle of the Culge to plan on being at 
Bastogne on D ecem ber 16 this year for the com m em orative 
cerem onies and to teach  a  course on it at my college this 
January. As a scholar, 1 w as bothered by the laxness of the ca se  
which underlies Whiting’s  serious allegations against Eisenhower.

Perhaps, the best approach would be n o t to accord Whiting the 
attention of a review. But that leaves his book unchallenged with 
audiences w hose knowledge of the even ts surrounding the Battle 
of the Bulge is increasingly indirect or non-existent. The book is 
clearly targeted  at the m ass-m arket, not at specialists.

[In this review] I have included page references for e a s e  of 
verification. I do not seek  publicity, my self-esteem  and 
professional ca reer are  not at stake, I am not looking for 
controversy. I am , however, deeply troubled by this anniversary 
"present." I believe the veterans of the Bulge have reason  to be 
troubled a s  well.

Jo s e p h  M. D ondelinger, PhD.

PLEASE CHECK YOUR MAILING 
LABEL TO SEE IF YOUR DUES ARE 
DUE.
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MEMBERS SPEAK OUT
Veterans o f  7TH A RM O R ED  D IV ISIO N , 203RD AAA AW , where 
are you? Lynda Ardis is looking for anyone who served with her 
father, S/Sgt A RM ON  W . "R E D " ELDER, who passedaway April 11, 
1992. Please write or call her collect. Lynda (Elder) Ardis, 5700-12 
Baltimore Drive, LaMesa, California 91942-1614, telephone: 619-463- 
2968.

Stephen Carrington would like to receive experiences you may have had 
during your m ilitary service with the Salvation Army, Please send any 
recollections, photos, notes, ctc., to: I,TC Steve Garrington, USAR, 
3530 Ridge Court, Davenport, Iowa 52806.

H. 1.. W ohlfort is seeking information for his brother LEONARD J. 
VVOHLFORT, 134TH INFANTRY, COM PANY C Leonard was a 
prisoner in Montabaur, Germany, and, along with fellow prisoners, a 
few days after liberation was interviewed and photographed by various 
media. At Camp Butner Convalescent Hospital in North Carolina he 
received a m ilitary newsletter. One issue contained the group picture 
in which he appeared, along with a message from a mother who thought 
she recognized her son who had been reported missing in action. She 
stated she had seen the picturc in a popular magazine and was asking if 
anyone could provide her with further information. Did you receive 
such a military publication or know anything about it? If so write to 
Henry at: 3213 Fleet Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21224.

•JOSEPH G A LAN O  writes to offer his thanks to JIM ' A M O R ’sfo r his 
offer in the February, 1995, issue. Due to Jim ’s help Joe’s outfit 
located its CO after 50 years. Captain JO E L  T. JO H N SO N  led the 
J J5  TH O RD NA NCE in three battle campaigns and across the Rhine at 
Remagen. Hopefully he will be well enough to attend our "Ruptured 
Duck" Reunion in August

AL PR IC E, 2ND INFANTRY D IVISION , is doing a study and 
research on the massacres by H itler’s armies during the Battle o f the 
Bulge. Any information you can send on any massacres anywhere in 
tlic iiica will be greatly appreciated. Write to Al at: 3732 East 58th 
Street, Tulsa, Oklahoma 74135.

R. K E IT H  O ST R L M ,S7T H  C H E M IC A L M O k TAR BATTALION.
would like to hear from men in his group who, in addition to the Battle 
o f the Bulge, were also involved in D-Day The 87th recently had its 
first-ever reunion and would like to contact others who would be 
interested in attending a second reunion. Write to Keith at: 2931 
Burton Avenue, Erie, Pennsylvania 16504-1443.

Barbara Ledbetter writes lo ask if some one can recommend a book that 
follows the I04TH  INFANTRY D IVISION , for her husband, 
H O R A C E  R. LED B ETTER. W rite to her at HC 60, Box 409, 
Graham, Texas 76450.

Found in Harsin (Near Marche-en-Famenne) an American soldier’s 
identification tag with the name: RILEY  D. TY REE, #37071612 T41 
42. If you can help write to: J-Claude Little, Kleine Ommegangweg 
28, B-9420 Erpe-M ere, Belgium.

■Albert Sellen is looking for anyone who knew W IL L IA M  C. 
JO H N ST O N , 28TH  IN FAN TRY  D IV ISIO N , llO T H  INFANTRY, 
C O M PA N Y  H. Known as "Old Folks," he was captured December 18,
1944. near Clervaux, Luxembourg. Write to Albert: 2452 Missouri 
Street, Kawrence, Kansas 66046.

A LBIN F. IR Z ^ 'K  has announced the future publication o f  his book 
entitled. He Rode Up Froril fo r  Pallon. A Very Personal H istory o f

WWII. Write to Albin for information; 2527  South Flagler Drive, West 
Halm Beach, Florida 3340L

Stacy Trotter Lemons is looking for anyone who may remember her 
father, JER R Y  ERNEST TR O T TE R , 41ST INFANTRY D IVISION , 
I62ND INFANTRY, COM PANY I. Jerry was wounded in the BoB. 
Stacy’s address: 2504 Martinshire Court, Columbia, Missouri 65203.

Karen Lucas Martins is looking for someone who remembers her lather, 
JO SE PH  T. LUCAS, 7TH A RM ORED  D IVISION , 48TH 
ARM ORED INFANTRY BATTALION, COM PANY B If you can 
help write to Karen at: PO Box 385, Blue Jay, California 92317.

Truda Underwood’s brother, BURLEY H IVELY  (H IN ELY ), 7TH 
ARM ORED D IVISION , 48TH A RM O R ED  INFANTRY 
BATTALION, COM PANY B. was wounded in bush fighting and died 
January 26, 1944. If  you can provide her with further information 
write: Iruda Underwood, HC 82, Box 221, Marlinton, West Virginia 
24954-9525.

Theresa Paolucci would like to find someone who remembers her father, 
EUGENE O, PA O LU C C I, 82ND A IRBO RN E D IVISION , 325 
G LID ER  INFANTRY, COM PANY F. Write to her at: 5945 Hyslop 
Place #207, Hammond, Indiana 46320.

Nan McCowan Sumner-Mack would like to contact those who served 
in the 82ND and lO lST  A IRBO RN E DIVISIONS. If you’re not 
"NUTS" about writing, give her your telephone number and she will call 
you. Her address is: 60 Nohea Street, Hilo, Hawaii 96720.

R OBERT J. W ALSH, 451ST AAA AW BN. would like to know if 
anyone recalls his having been frost bit on both feet during the Bulge. 
Robert is among those whose records burned and he is unable to obtain 
any vcrirication. [Robert, you might iv try u^uin iu ubiuin ihe 
records We understand they have located many missing records 
Information (and nddrpss) is contained elsewhere in this new sletter]  In 
the meantime, if you can help Robert write to him at: 93 Spruce Street, 
Milford, Connecticut 06460.

Lorena J. Zanker writes to tell us that her brother, LAURENCE 
JA M ES HENDERSON, 90TH INFANTRY D IVISION, had among 
his personal effects a Gerrnan flag. All around and on the swastika 
were the names and addresses o f the men who were with him at the 
time of his death. Her brother was killed in Habshicd, Belgium. If you 
were with Laurence and signed that flag, Lorena would be happy to 
send you a picturc. Write to her at: Route 2, Box 34-A. Hamburg, 
Iowa 51640.

R O B ERT LATZ, 264TH FIELD  A R TILLER Y  BATTALION, would 
like to hear from anyone who served with his group. Bob’s address is: 
P.O. Box 654, Racine, Wisconsin 53401. Telephone: 414-681-1998.

R. P. ZW ISLER , 561ST FIELD  A R TILLER Y  BATTALION, sent 
a notice regarding his battalion’s reunion and just missed the May issue. 
He would be interested in hearing from anyone who served with his 
battalion. Write to him at: 2810 Heidelberg Drive, Boulder, Colorado 
80303. Telephone: 303-494-6284.

Danny Parker is working on a new book about Jochen Peiper (ISS 
Panzer Division) and the U.S. units which fought him in the Bulge. He 
requests that veterans from the units mentioned in the May 1995 issue 
o f The Bugle contact him to provide first-hand accounts of their 
experiences. Write: Danny Parker, 139 West leon Lane, Cocoa Beach, 
Florida 32931.

(Continued on Page 7)
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MEMBERS SPEAK OUT
(Continued from  Page 6) UP FRONT Bill Mauldin

A LBERT F. A H R E N H O L Z , 609TH TANK D ESTROYER 
BATTALION, has sent us a copy of his unit history for our 
Library/Archives. [Thank you. Albert, we are most grateful fo r  this 
publication.]

STAN C. BELLENS, JR ., a CRIBA member, has written to offer his 
assistance to veterans returning to the Ardennes area. Write to him at: 
rue Jules Destree, 2; Box 1; 4040 Herstal, Belgium. [W hat a gracious 
offer. Thanks very much, Stan.]

C H A R LES B R IG H T, BATTERY A, 193RD FIELD  A RTILLERY  
B ATTALION, writes to the GI from the 16TH INFANTRY, 1ST 
INFANTRY D IV ISIO N , who advised him to throw away his shoes and 
put straw in his overshoes. This occurred somewhere near Bulligen, 
Belgium, in a cellar o f a bombed-out house just before the G I’s unit 
jum ped o ff  Charles’ frost-bitten feet recovered thanks to this GI. 
Shortly after, Charles moved out a jeep  with a wounded man being sent 
to a field hospital and he thinks it might have been the same man. 
Write to Charles at: P.O. Box 264, Fort White, Florida 32038.

A NTHONY (JA K E ) J . JA C O L A , 282ND FIELD  A RTILLERY ,
would like to hear from anyone who may have trained with him at 
Camp Rucker, Alabama. Upon reaching England Jake worked with 
General Patton’s Divisions (attached to the 69TH SIGNAL 
BATTALION). W rite to Jake at: 93 Carnegie, Youngstown, OH 
44515.

Stanley Phelps would be grateful to hear from anyone who knew or 
served with her father, HENRY M. PH ELPS, HEADQUARTERS 
COM PAN Y, 229TH FIELD  A RTILLER Y  BATTALION, 28TH 
INFANTRY D IVISION . He was an artist and portrait painter who 
often sketched and made small paintings o f soldiers to send home to 
loved ones. Write to Stanlee at: 17 Encinitas Court, Laguna Beach, 
California 92651.

R O B ERT LATZ, 264TH FIELD  A RTILLER Y  G RO U P would like 
to hear from anyone who served with his group. Write: PO Box 654, 
Racine, Wisconsin 53401.

MG JO H N  H. K LIN G EN H A G EN  and Col JO H N  A. M O H LER , 
1102TH E N G IN EE R  C O M BA T G RO U P, are searching for fellow 
members. An article, hopefully to be published in The Bugle, is being 
prepared about the unit reforming as a division with multinational troops 
swept up from the battlefield under VIll Corps in the Bulge. Former 
engineers o f the unit are asked to respond. There is a location available 
in northern New Jersey in late October, 1995, or in Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania, in late June, 1996, when former 1102 personnel can 
gather together. Please contact Col. Mohler at N217, 9120 Belvoir 
Woods Road, Fort Belvoir, Virginia 22060(703-780-9122). Please let 
Peter F. Leslie, P.O. Box 41, Changewater, New Jersey 07831, know 
you have made contact and your name can be placed in the 1102 data 
base for further communication.

•
“ I couldn’t help having a funny feeling about them,” E rnie 

Pyle wrote of a group of young fliers who had become inured to 
deatli.“ They were all so young, so genuine, so enthusiastic. And 
tliey were so casual about everything— not casual in a hard, 
knowing way, but they talked about their flights and killing and 
being killed exactly as they would discuss girls or their school 
lessons.”

Everyone is always talking about our defense effort in terms of 
defending women and children, but no one ever asks the women 
and children what they think.

PATRICIA SCHROEDER

" I’ll let ya know if I find th' one wot invented th’88.”

VA publishes new handbook
The VA has published a revised version of “ Federal Benefits 

for Veterans and Dependents”  including changes in law for 1995. 
The 111-page handbook describes federal benefits for veterans 
and dependent family members such as medical care, education, 
disability com pensation, pension, life insurance, home loan 
guaranty, vocational rehabilitation and burial assistance. The 
handbook, which sells for $3.25 a copy, includes addresses and 
phone numbers of all VA facilities. For copies, ask for GPO stock 
number 051-000-00205-9 from the Superintendent of Documents, 
U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, DC 20402-9325. 
To order with VISA or Master Card, phone (202-512-1800).

VA Q ŝ & A^s
Q — How can I obtain copies o f my VA records?
A — You should  send a w ritten request to the VA 
regional office maintaining your records. Request only 
the records that are needed and be sure to specify the 
types o f  records you are requesting. As w ith  a l l  
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  i n c lu d e  y o u r  VA f i le  n u m b e r ,  
S o c ia l S e c u r i ty  n u m b e r  o r  o th e r  id e n tify in g  in f o r ­
m a tio n . I f  you do n o t know  the add ress o f your VA 
regional o ffice , ca ll 1 -800-827-1000 to be connected  to 
that office . (Note: I f  you have never filed  a claim with 
VA, they may not have a file on you.)

•
Alongside a road entering Stavelot, Belgium stands a monument 
built as a tribute to the American defenders of the town. Its 
inscription could stand as an epitaph for all GIs killed in the Battle 
of the Bulge:

‘‘For our Liberty 
they gave their all.**
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WITNESS TO THE 
SURRENDER
As Germans Laid Down 
Their Arms

By M itch e ll K a id y

[The fo llow ing article was svhntitted  by M ichael Kaidy, 
who has been a generous contributor to The B ulse  B usle .
He also authored the article "Loud Voices M aking War on 
Our B a ttle ." which appeared in the November, 1994, 
issue.]

Signs were everyw here o f the enem y collapsing. By contrast 
to Belgium , w here progress in the Battle o f  the Bulge had been 
m easured in blood-spattered feet, the drive into G erm any was 
being m easured by dozens o f  kilom eters daily.

Splitting open the vaunted Siegfried Line, the Third Army then 
leaped tw o im m ense rivers, the M oselle and Rhine, in broad 
daylight, the latter under a sm oke screen.

Once across those rivers, we ran w ild—the N azis couldn’t stop 
us; they cou ldn’t even find us.

In late April, the 87th Infantry D ivision stood astride the 
autobahn, an hour and a ha lf south o f Berlin. Had we been 
ordered to keep driving, little organized resistance blocked our 
path to the outskirts o f Berlin.

W ar-w eary and nicked, however, we gratefully pitched 
pyram idal and pup tents near the C zechoslovakian border as an 
antidote to the foxholes and barns that had been our constant 
living com panions.

T he boom m g how itzers and rattling m achine guns, the 
grow ling tanks and w histling m ortars which had furnished the 
eerie accom panim ent to the war, were noticeably falling silent. 
As the silence grew palpable, sm all units o f  Germ an soldiers o f 
the VVehrmaciil and V olksirum  began leaking out everywhere, 
begging for food and offering to surrender.

A G erm an truck belching sm oke pulled up to our kitchen 
encam pm ent and the ranking officer leaped out. W aving his 
arm s, he explained that he and a truck full o f  W ehrm acht 
soldiers had taken a long detuui fi oni ilie Eastern Front to  escape 
the R ussians and surrender to the reputedly more humane 
A m ericans.

That w as a plea that we wefe to hear 1,000 times. Facing the 
grim end, the G erm ans w ould take any chancc, suffer any 
privation, yield any arm am ent, even prom ise a bribe, to avoid the 
Soviets and surrender to the Am ericans. T hat’s why 1 believe 
they w ould have surrendered Berlin to us.

But, in fa d , by the tim e the G erm ans began arriving m 
num bers, there was no Soviet front. That had been expunged 
when A m erican and Russian forces, a w eek before, had linked up 
near the Elbe River, closing the ring on G erm any.

E v e ry th in g —including our breathing—paused in anticipation o f 
an official proclam ation on M ay 7. But nothing happened, as it 
turned out, because the N azis were seeking to conclude a 
separate peace excluding the Soviets. This was rejected.

On officia lly  proclaim ed V-E Day, M ay 8, the sun rose early. 
We stood on a rise outside Falkenstein and w atched as hordes o f 
khaki-clad  figures organized a liquid panoram a. The 
surrendering troops had been ordered by G erm an-speaking 
A m ericans w here to stockoile their w eapons and am m n n it in n  anH

to surrender in double or triple files.
In plam view, large signs had been arrayed in German directing 

units what to do; "M achinc Guns," "Rifles," "Tanks," "Bullets," 
"Buses," "Cars and Trucks," even "Bicycles."

And that’s the way they cam e, flowing in endless double and 
triple s tream s-and jo in ing  the incredible am oeba-like panoram a, 
contingents o f helm etless young men, some blond, many 
dangling cigarettes, advancing toward our w ired prisoner-of-w ar 
pens.

A t first, they em erged apprehensively with arm s stretched high 
overhead, looking at us sideways. At first, we were ju s t as 
apprehensive as they. .A shot could ring out and nobody would 
know from w here—then pandem onium -the  O.K. Corral could be 
m agnified thousands o f times.

One hundred A merican fingers tightened on their triggers when 
the first contingent o f W affen SS, the ruthless w arrior class, 
trudged into view. These were H itler’s triggerm en whose 
reputation as butchers preceded them. Their insolent m anner was 
intended to signal us that they had not surrendered; their weak 
leader had But ultim ately there w ould be a reckoning for them - 
-some would appear at w ar crim es trials.

I rem em ber that day, having worn a field jacke t from which I 
bolstered both a Luger pistol and an A m erican .45-caliber pistol. 
In a nearby jeep , I had stashed an M -l rifie next to a sergeant 
w ho sat in a jeep  with his hand on a heavy m achine gun. The 
safety catchcs were in the off-position on all m y weapons; the 
m achine gun had no safety catch.

D isgorging from  tru ck s , buses, bicycles, staff cars and on 
foot, the khaki-c!ad G erm ans sifted out o f  tl'.e woods and roads 
for days and into the evening, when we were forced to order a 
stop. Their loaded and groaning trucks or buses would arrive, 
the khaki-clad passengers unload, march in rows, receive a quick 
frisk, dump their weapons, m arch away and be ordered to lie on 
the ground. And as fast as we could reload them and rush them 
to the rear in Am erican trucks, they still overw helm ed our ability 
to watch and contain them.

Even the civil affairs officers who were charged with 
interrogating and separating the known fanatics bccanic quickly 
backlogged, which gave the otlici G eim aiis a head slarl on 
finding their way home. A fter a few days o f  hungrily downing 
A merican field rations, nearly all the G erm ans, except for 
identifiable Nazi henchm en, were allowed to leave.

A final accounting saw 63,000 Germ an soldiers and airmen 
having capitulated to the 87th Infantry D ivision, perhaps 50 
percent on V-E Day. M ultiply that by 14 divisions that 
com prised the Third Army and you have some idea o f  w hat a 
vast, dram atic and incredibly heady panoram a V-E Day, 1945, 
was. It took days for the Nazi surrender to ebb, but M ay 8 still 
stands out in the mind as the high-w ater m ark for panoram ic 
drama.

The man, who more than any other hum an, had engineered this 
day. General George S. Patton, wrote us: "From the day you 
entered the line in the blood-splattered mud o f  the Saar Valley 
throughout the bitter struggle o f Bastogne, and then across 
G erm any, the 87th (D ivision) alw ays lived up to the highest 
traditions o f Am erican valor, patriotism  and efficiency. It was 
a proud privilege to have had such a unit in the Third Army," 

[K aidy served on the fro n t lines in Europe from  
N ovem ber 1944 to the end  o f  the war. He was aw arded  
the Combat Infantry Badge, the Bronze Star atid three
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Memorial to 
Battle of the Bulge Veterans

To those We Left Behind  —
To let you know  we care 

now, even m ore than then.
H ard to believe its been fi fty  years 

since we left you behind  — went on to win.
We m oved on then, reluctantly, 

fo r  the need to fin ish  the jo b  
where you left oft' — ju s t as, 
fo r  us, you w ould have done, w ithout a sob.

Those whom H e allow ed to return  
built lives based on our shared dreams 
—  fo r  a better life and lasting peace  — 
you helped m ake possible - part o f  H is scheme?

Our belated thanks to  you  
w on't square the score.

There would never be enough  
nor w ould you ask fo r  more.

The w orld you died fo r  
is not here yet.

But there are many signs 
you 've not lost your bet.
The dull landscape you view ed  

through cold and m isty gloom  
is back alive, its beauty renewed.

Y ou’d  be proud  it wasn 7 doomed.
Reverently, we lay these flow ers  

here, next to you  — a sm all gesture  
to let you know  — we rem em ber — 
you pa id  the price, fo r  evermore.

Without ‘you a l l ’ and a ll o f  us 
the F uhrer’s tim etable m ight not have missed.

With your fin a l stand  he w as disable.
Nevermore to conquer — (he was really miffed)
How different this World m ight be 
H ad you not held at Elsenborn  
Rest in Peace — your life restored  — 

fo r  being in Heaven is your great reward.

The above verse was written and delivered at the U.S. Henri Chapelle 
Military Cemetery in Belgium by Jack Rue, former Director of the 
Baltimore VA Regional Office during the 50th Anniversary American 
Ceremonies to Commemorate the Battle of the Bulge. Mr. Rue is a survivor 
of the battle.

S a n  
A n t o n i o ?

Voulez Vous... you fill in the rest
An American soldier uses the French-English dictionary toget his message 
across to ze French mademoiselles. Mon Cherie! July 9, 1944.

National Archives
U.S. Army Signal Corp Photo

Ike’s Car...Bogged in Mud
E ven tu a lly  a w reck er  had  to  be ca lled . Ik e w alked  and  
engaged  tro o p s in co n v ersa tio n , his fa v o r ite  pastim e. 
A fter the B u lg e . _us Army Signal Corp Photos
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V-J DAlf

U n d e r m i n in g  t h e  Axis
[Article by Martin S teven Jacobs which appeared in 
the March 21-27, 1994, issue o f Stars and Stripes. ]

In a radio b ro ad cas t from London on 14 January , 1941, a 
Belgian refugee  urged people of all o p p ressed  nations 
during WWII to u se  the  "V" sign to underm ine Axis m orale 
by waving two fingers in a "V" shape . Soon after, th e  "V" 
sign incorporated the  m orse  C o d e-d o t-do t-do t-dash -w ith  
sound.

Even though battles w ere 
being fought far from U.S. 
borders--on Pacific islands, in 
E urope and in North A frica- 
on the hom e front the w ar 
w as never far from anyone’s 
mind.

After the  surprise  a ttack  by 
the J a p a n e s e  on Pearl 

Harbor, A m ericans in the  United S ta te s  stag ed  wild 
recruiting rallies, cheering our departing GIs. With 
patriotism  a t a  fever pitch, the "V for Victory" sign could be 
sG sn Gvsryvvhere. It soon  becam e  an icon.

T he "V" w as  found on w ar propaganda, posters, ration 
books, food labels, license plates, photo album s, book 
covers, stationapy, postca rd s, envelopes, scrapbooks, 
cookbooks, c igare tte  labels, m atch covers, garden  seed s , 
m usic sh e e ts , hank ies and sca rv es , pinback buttons and 
lad ies’ d re s s  pins.

Even funny-paper ch a rac te rs  of the  day got involved. Jo e  
Palooka joined the  Army and w ore the  "V" patch, (Victory 
T ask  Force) while Little O rphan Annie p e rsuaded  real kids 
to hand out leaflets proliferating the  "V".

In the  m idst of the  war, m ore than one  million bab ies 
Vi/ere born It w as  com m on to s e e  the .sign em blazoned 
Of I baby ca riia y e s  and  even  diapers, it w as fashionable to 
be patriotic. At the  req u es t of the  T reasury  D epartm ent, 
W alt D isney designed  "V 'e m b le m s , casting  Disney s ta rs  
Donald Duck and  Mickey M ouse to prom ote U S  Savings 
S tam ps.

During the  war, farm ers w ere busy supplying food for our 
troops. But on th e  hom e front, food w as in short supply. 
T he S ecre ta ry  of A griculture told A m ericans tha t if they 
w anted  fresh  v e g e ta b le s  on their tab les, they should plant 
"victory g ardens ,"  using "victory seed s ."  Victory gard en s 
sp rang  up in unlikely p laces like C hicago’s  Arlington 
R acetrack , th e  Portland, O regon, Zoo, and even  on 
A lcatraz Island. In T e n n e sse e , farm ers who grew  75 
percen t of their own food received V -Certificates ("Vitamins 
for Victory") from th e  governm ent.

In the  w indow s of m any A m erican hom es, b an n ers  read, 
"This is a Victory H ome." Inside, "V-Home Certificates" 
w ere  prom inently d isplayed. For A m ericans to qualify for 
th e s e  certificates, they had to com ply with air-raid w ard en s’ 
instructions regarding protection and b lackouts and m ust 
have  p u rch ased  U.S. W ar S av ings Bonds.

T he A utom obile Club of A m erica distributed "V"" auto
tS y S  th a t  c l ip p e d  OfitO liC 6n56 p la tc S , a i‘iu StiCkcPS tl'idl ic a u .

"Drive for Victory."
During the w ar the governm ent encou raged  letter-wntinq 

to our troops a s  it boosted  their morale. B ecau se  of the 
, enorm ous am ount of letters and p ostcard s mailed, the  U.S. 
Army Postal Service introduced "V-Mail. By microfilming 
letters onto negatives, or film reels, precious cargo sp ace  
w as saved . O nce the reels arrived, they w ere printed and 
delivered a t hom e and abroad.

r\tn arrri.

Airlines turned over 50 percen t of their p lanes to the 
Army T ransport C om m and. Painted  on the fu se lage  of DC-
3 cargo p lanes w as "Victory Velocity." On A merican 
Airlines’ dom estic flights, the  "V" design  w as printed on 
their place settings, napkins, g la s se s  and cups. At bom ber 
com m and b a se s  called "Boom Towns," bom bardiers 
carefully painted the "V" sign on the  n o se  fuse pocket of 
their bom bs. Later, they would give the "thum bs up" for 
"bom bs away."

The m ost popular "V" item vw'ss the  "V" d re s s  pin 
pinback button, worn around the clock a t ttorne or a t work. 
S logans like, "Buy Victory Bonds," "V-Food for Freedom ," 
"V-for Victory," and "V -Stars and S tripes Forever" w ere 
com m on T he d re ss  pins w ere m ade of plastic, pewter, 
copper, b rass, sterling silver, pot metal, m arcasite  and 
gold. They w ere encrus ted  with pearls, rh inestones, 
am ethysts  and d iam onds which w ere adorned  with eag les, 
lions and flags flanking the  "V." A favorite of mine is of 
b ra ss  with a  painted silhouette of ice-skater Sonja Heine, 
the  Olympic sk a te r w ho charm ed  Hitler and conquered  
Hollywood during the  war. A nother is a fold-over tin "V"- 
sh ap ed  pin reading, "Long R anger Victory Corps."

Today, "V" m em entos a re  valued treasu res . Item s 
occasionally can be found a t collectors show s, antique and 
military shops, auctions, flea m arkets, g a rag e  sa les , or 
even  d re s se r  d raw s in the attic. But I've found the best 
sou rce  is word-of-mouth.

[Martin Jacobs, is a "V" collector, can be reached at 
P.O. Box 3106, Rohnert Park, California 94928.]

Get in a tight spot in combat, and some guy will risk his uss to 
help you. Get in a tight spot in peace time, and \ou go it all alone.

BRENDAN IT<ANCLS
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50TH VICTORIES COMMEMORATION PROGRAM 
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 

September 3-6, 1995

9:30 a.m. - N oon 

Noon - 2:00 p.m.

2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

7:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.

•SUNDAY, SE PT E M B E R  3*

Registration at A irport Hilton

Lunch on your own

Registration and Socializing

Reception - Ballroom and Hospitality Room open

9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

12:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

6:30 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.

•M O ND AY , SE P T E M B E R

Registration 

Lunch on your own

Tour: Alamo, Fort Sam Houston Mission, San Jose, King W illiam D istrict 

Texas Hill Country/Ranch Bar-B-Q

8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

9:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

6:00 p.m.

•TUESD AY , SE P T E M B E R  5*

Tour #1: LBJ Ranch, Bavarian Inn, N im itz M useum (Shopping after lunch at the 
Bavarian Inn) O R

Tour #2: Shopping in Fredericksburg, N im itz M useum and lunch at the Bavarian 
Inn

Dinner on your own and Hospitality Room open

•W ED N ESD A Y , S E PT E M B E R  6^

8:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. Registration for late arrivals

9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. Business M eeting - Ballroom

11:30 a.m. - 12:45 p.m. Lunch—On your own

1:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. Bus to Plaza for Plaque Dedication in V eterans Plaza

4:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. Bus Returns to Hotel

7:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m. Banquet: Speakers and Entertainment - Ballroom

Tim es to be armounced

•TH U R SD A Y , S E P T E M B E R  ?•

Religious services 

Head for home
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B A T T L E  O F T H E  B U L G E  
50T H  A N N IV E R S A R Y  C O M M E M O R A T IO N  

o f  the V ictories o f  1945: B ulge, V E  D ay and V J D ay  
SA N  A N T O N IO , T E X A S - SE P T E M B E R  3-6 , 1995

COMMEMORATION 
REGISTRATION FORM

Name

Address;

W ife/Guest Name:

Division: _______________________________________________  Regiment:

Unit or C o m pany :___________________________________________________

Signature:

Number o f  Cost per 
Persons Person Total

S u n d a y , S e p te m b e r  3 , 1995:
Registration, Buffet and Dedication Transportation _______  $45.00

M onday, Septem ber 4, 1995:
Alamo City Tour: 12:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. _______  $21.00

Ranch Bar-B-Q: 6:30 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. _______  $50.00

Tuesday, Septem ber 5, 1995:
Tour #1: 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

LBJ Ranch, Bavarian Inn, N im itz Museum
(Shopping after lunch at Bavarian Inn) _______  $49.00

OR
Tour #2: 9:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Shopping in Fredericksburg, N im itz Museum
and lunch at the Bavarian Irm _______  $45.00

W ednesday, Septem ber 6 , 1995:
Amiiversary Banquet with Registration _______  $38.00
Anniversary Banquet 

for Those Who Attend Banquet ONLY _______  $45.00

Total Am ount Enclosed

Mail Registration Form and check to:
Veterans o f  the Battle o f  the Bulge • P.O. Box 11129 • Arlington, VA 22210-2129
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SAN ANTONIO HOTEL/TRAVEL INFORMATION 
& INFORMATION ON LOCAL TOURS

H O T E L  IN FO R M A T IO N  

A irp o rt H ilton H otel • H ead q u arte rs  Hotel
611 N.W. Loop 410, San Antonio, Texas 78216-5504 
Reservations: 210-340-6060 OR 1-800-HILTGNS 
Rates*: Single/Double $79; Executive Single/Double $94; Alcove $ 129; 
or Penthouse $325

RA IL PA SSEN GER SERV ICE

A m trak : Service available from some 
locations. Call: 1-800-872-7245.

H oliday In n -A irp o rt C onference C en ter
77 N.E. Loop 410, San Antonio, Texas 78216-5855 
Reservations: 210-349-9900 OR 1-800-HOL1DAY 
Rates*: Single/Double $75
* Rates do not include state and local taxes.

Each Hotel furnishes transportation to and from SAT Airport as well as 
free shuttle between hotels—shuttle service is provided to the several 
nearby shopping malls. Parking facilities at both hotels are free.

Make your reservations early for September 3-6, 1995. There is a 
three-day window on arrival and departure. Please identify yourself as 
an attendee for the VBOB Commemoration to obtain the above rates. 

If you attempted to make your reservations for hotel stay at the Holiday Inn in 
San Antonio and were unsuccessful in obtaining the special VBOB rate, please 
try again. Apparently, there was a misunderstanding and the matter has now 
been clarified.

*TOUR D ESC R IPTIO N S

• M onday, Septem ber 4—An A fternoon in the 
A lamo C ity: Transportation by motorcoach. IM AX:
A 45-minute feature film which will bring the battle 
o f the Alamo to life. A lamo: the most famous spot 
in Texas where all 188 defenders fell on March 6,
1836, at the hands o f General Santa A nna’s army.
F o rt Sam H ouston: The home o f the 5th Army and 
Brooke Army Medical Center which was established 
in 1876 and the site o f the first m ilitary flight. M ission San Jose: 
Established in 1720, the mission became the most beautiful, most 
prosperous and best fortified of all Texas missions. K ing W illiam  
D istrict: Drive through this historic area which was established by 
German immigrants in the middle to late 1800’s.

A IR LIN E  IN FO R M A T IO N

Southw est A irlines has been designated 
the O fficial A irline for the BoB Victories 
Commemoration. To take advantage of 
their special discounted fares call Southwest 
A irlines Group Desk at 1-800-433-5368 
before August 23, 1995, and refer to Identifier Code N1495. Discounts 
available only by using this number.

Or, call Bridget Pierson, 1-800-323-2167 for reservations.

Other 800 Numbers for Airlines:
Delta: 1-800-221-1212
Northwest: 1-800-225-2525 (ID #QA14SW 4/NCAAN)
United: 1-800-241-6522 
American: 1-800-433-7300
Continental: 1-800-468-7022 (ID #ZEVM ref: 19MF41)
USAir: 1-800-428-4322

A IR PO R T  TRA N SPO R TA TIO N  
IN FO R M A T IO N

S ta r Shuttle: (Reservations: 210-366-3183) 
24-hour shuttle service. Departure from all 

designated hotels downtown will be on a request basis. Fares: One 
way $7 adults; $4.00 each additional person traveling with one full 
paying passenger. Senior citizens $4.00. 24-hour advance reservation 
recommended.

T axicab: M etered service based on $2.80 for the first mile and $1.10 
for each additional mile. Four ride for the price o f one. Prices subject 
to change.

• M onday, S ep tem ber 4, Evening—Texas 
Hill C oun try /R anch  B ar-B -Q : Travel by 
motorcoach to the tiny town o f W elfare, 
Texas, to visit one o f the loveliest ranches in 
the Texas hill country. There will be open 
bars and the sound o f country and western 
music throughout the evening. A Texas 
barbecue with all the trim m ings will be served. 
A very special Texas evening.

• Tuesday, Septem ber 5, T our #1: Travel by motorcoach for tram 
accommodations to the LBJ R anch. You will visit the one-room school 
house attended by Johnson in 1912, tour his reconstructed birthplace and 
the nearby Johnson Family Cemetery where Johnson is buried. The LBJ 
itself is an working ranch with cattle and other ranching operations. On 
to F redericksbu rg  which was settted by German immigrants in the 
early 1800’s. There will be a lunch at the B avarian  Inn which has an 
old German atmosphere, customs and good food. After lunch and 
shopping there will be a visit to the N im itz M useum  and the N imitz 
Steamboat Hotel which contains a three-story museum o f the Pacific 
War.

• Tuesday, S eptem ber 5, T o u r #2: Same as Tour #1 with the 
exception that it does not include the trip to the LBJ Ranch and it’s 
related sites.

*Please bear in m ind that prices are contingent upon 40 persons 
occupying a motorcoach. It is necessary fo r  us to handle these on a 
first-com e first-served  basis. It will be necessary fo r  us to advise the 
company each time we require an additional bus and it w ill also be 
necessary to cancel when we do not have a sufficient number.
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VETERAiNS OF THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE 
CERTIFICATE ORDER BLAiNK

I request an 11" x 17" C ertificate (show n in previous new sletter issues) and certify that I received credit for the A rdennes 
C am paign during  m y m ilitary service. C ertificates are available to all who served in the B attle o f  the Bulge.

I w ould like the fo llow ing inform ation on the certificate: (P lease p r in t  c learly .)

F irst N am e Ml Last Name Serial N um ber

O rganization: C om pany, B attalion and/or Regim ent, D ivision Rank (O ptional)

I I Hold for fram ing* □  Killed in action [ n  Died o f  W ounds R eceived

*Cost o f  sim ulated  w alnut fram ing w ith plastic overlay and four decorative tacks will be $30.00 plus $5.00 shipping and 
handling. The fram es w ill be available early June and will m easure 13" x 19".

M AILING IN FO RM A TIO N :

N am e Telephone N um ber

Street A ddress A n t  N o

C ity State Zip + 4 C ode

Signature and date

M ak e  checks o r  m oney  o rd e r s  in th e  sim onnt o f  S15 00 fo r  each  c e rtif ic a te  p ay ab le  to  V B O B  a n d  m a il to : V B O B , PO  
Box 11129, A rlin g to n , V A  22210-2129. (W e can  p rocess y o u r o rd e r  q u ic k e r  if  you  p ro v id e  a s e p a ra te  check .)

P lease  d ire c t a ll q u e stio n s  to  Jo h n  D. B ow en, 613 C h ich es te r L ane , S ilver S p rin g , M D 20904-3331 o r  ca ll 301-384-6533.

LP-D ATE OIN I HE
BULGE & NORMANDY TOUR VIDEO

Several months ago we announced that a video tape o f the 
VBOB 50th Anniversary Bulge tour o f Belgium and Luxem­
bourg which took place in late October 1994 and the VBOB tour 
o f the Normandy beach area in early November would become 
available. We are happy to announce that the tape should be in 
the hands o f all who ordered by the time you receive this 
newsletter. If not, please write to John Bowen and he will check 
into the matter. The tape included six hours o f video regarding 
Luxembourg and Belgium and two hours relating to Normandy. 
Requests, along with your check or money order for $33.75, 
should be sent to: John D. Bowen, 613 Chichester Lane, Silver 
Spring, MD 20904-3331, telephone: 301-384-6533 Maryland 
residents should add S I.50 to cover sales tax.

50TH A NNIVER SA RY O BSERVANCE  
VIDEO TAPE  

A V A ILABILITY  UP-DATE

A video tape o f the highlights and ceremonies o f the VBOB 50th 
Anniversary Commemoration in St. Louis, Missouri, this pa.st 
December will be available by the end o f June, 1955. It was 
originally announced they would be available in May, but work 
on other projects has necessitated delay. If  you have not yet 
ordered and would like to receive this tape please send your 
check or money order payable to John Bowen in the amount of 
$33.75 to: John D. Bowen, 613 Chichester Lane, Silver Spring, 
MD 20904-3331 Phone: 301-384-6533. Mar>'land residents 
should include $1.50 State Tax.
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INVOCATION
The fo llow ing  invocation was offered by Joe Zimmer, VBOB 

member, at the dedication  o f  the Bulge M em orial Conference 
Room, Ft. George G. M eade, M ay 19, 1995.

Heavenly Father w hom we all worship, we invoke thy name on 
th is d ed ica tio n  day  o f  the B attle  o f  the B ulge M em orial 
Conference Room, here at historical Ft. George G. Meade. The 
table and chairs and the room  will stand for many years as an 
example o f an incom parable legacy, we Americans at our very 
best, a distant 50 years ago. O  Lord, we are indebted to Vincent 
G asper, C raftsm an , and to  all those p rincipals who planned, 
worked, and contributed to m ake this m em orial site possible —  all 
o f  us are in tlieir debt. Nothing really truly happens until we share 
it with friends and fellow com rades o f tlie Foundation, members 
o f VBO B, 1st A rm y, Fort M eade, B elgium  and Luxem bourg. 
V alo r, C ou rage , B rav e ry , Sacrifice , all are coins in the currency 
o f all those who fought and died, and each o f us in that currency 
are very wealtliy indeed. The harshness o f life’s lottery that took 
the fallen from us has been balanced by some gently com pensat­
ing thum b on the scale o f  chance that gave we survivors life.

This m em orial provides a  basis for all o f us to go back in that 
m om ent when we w ere young again, in the only vault where 
anyone or anytliing truly lives: the m ind that remembers. Those 
who served - to a  man or woman, did the ordinary things of life in 
an extraordinary mminer. W e desire to stand one last time at your 
ch o o sin g , in the em b race  o f  th ese  w ea th e red  friends - a 
rendezvous with m em ory. Even though all wars are hateful and 
horrible, we m ay try occasionally to intellectualize about them but 
that only cheapens tliem.

As believers, we believe that everything happens for a reason. 
W hat that reason is, we do not know. Only you do D ear God. We 
keep waiting for it to appear, even after fifty years; our survival, 
our lives since the great conflict o f W W II, and particularly the 
Battle o f Uie Ardennes, and our state in life and health, as we 
enjoy these late late years. The ultim ate m eaning o f life, for those 
who died, the wounded, the prisoner o f war, is relative to how 
much we have given to others. lEach o f we V eterans o f the Battle 
o f the Bulge can be very proud this day. There was only one 
deadline for tliose m any heroes who carried in their clutched hand 
only what they had given aw ay - a  valuable and splendid life. So 
many are in tlieir debt, and the c .osses and Stars o f David at 
Ham m , H enri C happele , here a t nearby Arlington, and every 
miliujry cem etery - Uiese gardens o f stone, are constant reminders 
o f the futility o f wjtr and the waste o f such splendid man and 
womanliood.

Help us to keep the m em ory o f what we see here in this symbol, 
and it is our prayer tliat future generations never forget the cost o f 
liberty and freedom  exem plified in the Battle o f the Bulge, We 
<isk this in tliy name.

NEW MEMBERSHIP CARDS
W h en  o u r supp ly  of cu rre n t m e m b e rsh ip  c a rd s  ex p ires , w e 
will b e  sen d in g  you a  new  sty le  of ca rd . T h e  new , 
a ttra c tiv e  ca rd  will b e  s e n t  in a d v a n c e  of y ou r d u e s  being 
d u e  an d  will s e rv e  a s  a  rem in d e r to  you of th e  d a te  w hen  
y o u r d u e s  will so o n  b e  d ue . S o  p le a s e  help  u s  m ak e  th is 
tran sition  sm oo th ly , by paying y ou r d u e s  prom ptly. C h eck  
y o u r mailing label u se d  to  mail th is  is su e  to  d e te rm in e  th e  
d a te  upon  w hich y ou r d u e s  w e re  d ue .

School Interview
Recently, one o f Sam  Silverm an’s neighbors called and asked if 

he w ould be w illing to give an interview  to their daughter (11 
years old). H er class of 30 had an assignm ent for each student to 
interview  a W orld W ar II veteran w ith a  tape recorder and a 
parent present to ask a  few questions.

The questions were:

Q »  W hen did you get into the service?

A. D rafted in January 1941.

Q .  W here did you get your training?

A .  Fort R iley - U.S. Horse Cavah7  - and assigned to the 
11th C avalry, Cam p Lockett, CA.

Q .  D id you like it?

A *  Yes, I was assigned m y ow n horse and we went on 
m aneuvers in the L aguna M ountains and learned 
how  to  a ssem b le  d if fe re n t types o f  guns and  

patrolled the border from  Tijuana to Arizona. In July 
1942, all Cavalry were dism ounted and converted to 
T ank B attalions and assigned to Armored Divisions. 
11th Cavalry becam e 11th Tank Battalion assigned 
to the 10th A rm ored Division.

D id you go overseas?Q.
A. Yes the 10th A rm ored D ivision landed in Cherbourg 

and w as assigned to G eneral Patton’s 3rd Army and 
we captured M etz in early Decem ber 1944.

Q »  W ere you scared?

A »  No, because I felt nothing w ould ever happen to me.

Q. W ere you w ounded?

A. Y es, the G erm ans m ade a  big b reakthrough - 
called the “ Battle o f  The B ulge”  starting D ecem ber
16, 1944. W e left M etz and drove 75 miles tliat night 
and arrived in Luxem bourg City early D ecem ber 17. 
W e assisted all units who were there from Luxem ­
bourg C ity to E chternach and Berdorf to Bastogne, 
as we had tanks, artillery and Armored Infantry. A 
p a n z e rfe is t h it m y tank  in B erd o rf and  I w as 

wounded.

This class assignm ent resulted in experiences from 30 different 
veterans and from  different branches o f the services.

1941 - ‘42 11th Horse Cavalry, Troop “ F” 
Sam Silverman 1 9 4 2  . ‘46 11th Tank Bn. “ C”  Co.

Tenth Armored Division

I was very careful to send M r. R oosevelt every few days a 
statem ent o f our casualties. I tried to keep before him  all the time 
the casualty results because you get hardened to these things and 
you have to be very careful to keep them alw ays in the forefront o f 
your mind.

G EN ERA L G EO R G E M A RSH A LL
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BOOK REVIEW  
BATTLE OF THE BULGE REVISIONISM TARGETS EISENHOWER

T h e  L a s t A ssa u lt:  1944 - T h e  B a ttle  o f  th e  B u lge  R eassessed . C harles W hiting . N ew  Y ork; 
Sarpendon , 1994. 238 pages; photographs; b ib liography ; index, $24.95

By Jo se p h  M . D o n d e lin g e r , P h D .

Few W orld W ar II events rem ain as controversial as the Allied 
failure to anticipate the G erm an attack in the Ardennes in 
D ecem ber 1944 Charles W hiting’s The f,ast Assault 1944 - 
B attle o f  the B ulge R eassessed  adds a revisionist tw ist based on 
a conspiracy theory to a rehash o f old debates such as the 
controversy betw een Eisenhow er and M ontgom ery over "broad" 
versus "narrow front" strategy and evaluations o f the generalship 
o f E isenhow er, M ontgom ery, Bradley, and Patton.

W hiting’s core thesis is that the Germ an attack in the Ardennes 
was no surprise at all, that E isenhow er knew "exactly" where the 
attack w ould com e, (p .86) inter alia through ULTRA decodes o f 
Luftw affe and R eichsbahn com m unications, "M agic" decodes o f 
Japanese am bassador O shim a’s m essages from Berlin to Tokyo, 
and through the super-secret N um ber 100 Group Royal A ir Force 
ground-scanning reconnaissance squadron. W hiting docs not 
seem to adm it to the possibility o f  m isperception and m ultiple 
interpretations o f intelligence data. Furthermore. W hiting adds 
a conspirational twist, supposedly revealing "how thousands o f 
young A m erican lives were sacrificed for a strategy." (p.xvii) 
From Eisenhow er down to Bradley, Patton and VII Corps 
C om m ander Troy M iddleton, the A m ericans "wanted the 
G erm ans out in the open" after m onths o f  heavy casualties 
assaultm g the Siegfried line. I hus, after a Novem ber 8, 1944, 
visit with Bradley and M iddleton in W iltz, Luxembourg, 
E isenhow er "purposefully w eakened" VIII Corps to "bait" the 
G erm ans into attacking. Only that, according to W hiting, can 
explain why M iddleton ordered no aggressive pairoiling behind 
G erm an lines because the plan required that no evidence o f  the 
G erm an build-up be spread, (p. 139)

A m ajor nroblern with th? thesis is that the original idea for the 
A rdennes attack was form ulated by H itler h im self in August and 
caily  Seplciubei 1944, uredaliim  the Webtwali carnage and any 
notion o f a bait and trap arrangem ent. H itler’s idea was 
dism issed by professional G erm an soldiers including M odel and 
von Rundstedt as unrealistic, given resources, and understood as 
a potentially  self-inflictcd trap. But it was never substantively 
altered. If the G erm an generals discounted the possibility o f 
success why not A m erican generals? Perhaps the "something" 
"going w rong with E isenhow er’s schem e" (p. 133) was that there 
was no schem e in the first place and the G erm an attack did not 
develop as Ike has "im agined" (p .141) because he never quite 
im agined it.

Such argum ents arc lost on W hiting. W hen the assault came, 
E isenhow er's response was not sluggish, as "cover up" logic 
w ould have it. Ike was "untroubled" as if he knew what was 
unfolding and could "profit" from it. (p .78) He sw iftly sent 
"conveniently" available reinforcem ents, (p.xvi and p.64) 
U nfortunately, the unexpected fury o f  the Germ an assault 
unhinged his plan. It rattled E isenhow er and "depressed" 
Bradley because he had "failed to execute the deception 
correctly." (p. 163)

I he key Verdun conference o f  D ecem ber 19 becom es a "tense"

meeting, with the British representatives doubting A m ericans’ 
ability to cope, (p. 128) where those not in the know could not 
understand the real m eaning o f the discussion, especially Patton’s 
boastful pledge o f  a quick reaction. P atton’s counterattack 
against the southern shoulder o f  the Bulge is interpreted not as 
the result o f  foresight but o f prior know ledge, (p. 107) 
N evertheless it was slow in execution, proving M ontgom ery’s 
prediction it would be a "bit o f  a dead duck." (p. 188)

W hiting leaves the reader w ondering w hat Patton w ould have 
revealed had he lived to deliver a statem ent billed as explosive, 
following his resignation from the army. W hiting is sure it "had 
to be about E isenhow er’s conduct o f the war." (p.224) Even if 
that is granted, it is no proof o f  a conspirational strategy prior to 
the Bulge.

But a conspiracy is precisely what E isenhow er allegedly "got 
away w ith," (p.228) engaging in a successful cover-up which 
made it "almost im possibly difficult for the researcher" to get at 
the truth, (pp.viv-xv) A fter all, "[w]hat would the Great 
American Public say if it ever found out that the Supreme 
Com m ander and future President o f  the United States had known 
the Germans were com ing, but had done nothing because he 
wanted them to com e?" (p.xvii) On the basis o f  such argum ents, 
Whiting turns the A m erican soldiers who fought in the Buige 
into expendable "bait" and sacrificial "victim s" o f  "deceit in high 
places." (p.xvii)

Such grave accusationsrequire careful docum entation. W hiting 
piuvidcs iiu footnotes to double check the sources, contexts and 
tim ing o f  key quotes on which his argum ents rest. Conversations 
are related in quotation m arks w ith no source docum entation. 
Despite references to im portant inform ation which W hiting 
credits h im self as forcing into the public dom ain under the 
Ficcdoru o f Inform ation Act, no precise new sources are cited 
clearly and the docum ents pried loose are then conveniently 
dismissed as "harmless," an obvious "w hitewash job ." (p.xiv) 

As a result, the book’s sensationalist allegation are reduced to 
mere conjecture starting with a spurious interpretation o f  a photo 
(curiously not reproduced in the book) o f the m eeting, im portant 
to W hiting’s argum ent, in W iltz during Ike’s allegedly 
m ysterious three-day front-line tour. The actual photo does not 
match W hiting 's conjectural description o f  Bradley "listening 
attentively" to M iddleton’s key point, (p. 15)

There are large and small logic and inference problem s. If 
baiting the G erm ans out o f the W estwall was indeed the strategy 
then did it not ultim ately save A llied lives and shorten the war? 
On the one hand, W hiting credits E isenhow er with finally 
showing "some fortitude" in risking his soldiers to m ake the 
G ermans come out and fight, (p. 141) On the other, he labels it 
an "evil" plan. By W hiting’s own adm ission, the fall 1944 
attacks against static defenses resulted costly battles. How high 
would the "butcher’s bill" have been had an A llied W estwall 
breakthrough been counterattackedby refitted SS and W ehrm acht 
panzer divisions? (Continued on Paee 17)
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Eisenhow er should at least have attem pted "to prevent the 
tragedy" (p .90) and redeploy the overexposed US 106th Infantry 
and the w idely dispersed 28th Infantry Divisions. But the 106th 
was sitting astride the W estwall, a position surrendered only at 
a cost. In war, a calculated risk, exposing some troops, will 
cause battle casualties. To label such casualties "victims" 
lequiies a rew rite o f  m uch m ilitaiy  liistory.

M essages that describe the confused situation as perceived by 
com m anders in the field and untidy com m and structures around 
St. Vith, involving rem nants o f  divisions and the US XVIII 
A irborne corps under an arrogant, "hook-nosed" Ridgway, a 
"prickly subordinate" for M ontgom ery, becom e in W hiting’s 
m ind indications o f  "just how badly E isenhow er’s plan had 
gone." (p. 160) A Special O rder o f  the Day on D ecem ber21 by 
Eisenhow er encouraging his hard-pressed troops and detailing an 
opportunity to strike back, becom es an order which "unwittingly, 
revealed his strategy and plan all along." (p. 181) This is 
conjecture, not evidence.

M ontgom ery is lauded for tidying up the front against an 
"almost pathological" A merican concern to give up ground 
(p. 175), yet soldiers o f  the US 106th Infantry Division are 
approvingly quoted questioning their officers’ w illingness to 
retreat, (p. 171) If M iddleton’s Corps was to be deliberately 
w eakened why, in early D ecem ber, try to fool the Gernians "into 
believing a new division, the 75th Infantry, was m oving into VII 
Corps area"? (p. 16)

W hiting’s circum stantial evidence includes the fact that no 
Allied arm ored division was actively engaged at the tim e o f the 
attack (p.92) and that British XXX Corps was "conveniently out 
o f line" (p.64) in anticipation o f  its use. More plausibly, XXX 
Corps was used because it was out o f  line.

W hiting’s book also rests on a sim plistic whitewash o f 
M ontgom ery’s generalship which colors his assessm ent 
throughout. Thus, the calm , "rapid," com petent response by 
M ontgomery averted a disaster at the M euse and on the northern 
shoulder o f the Bulge. W ith the controversial resubordination o f 
the A niciiean First Army, M oiilgoincry "was in" and could 
"shape the battle to com e." (p. 142) He set about his job, 
"sm iling and alert," "Paternal and unhurried." (p. 152)

If on D ecem ber? , E isenhow er, Bradley and M ontgom ery had 
m et in M aastricht to plan strategy, (p.91) does that m ean Monty 
was in on the plan? W hiting avoids the question because it 
could tarnish M ontgom ery’s reputation. He describes 
M ontgom ery’s early reaction to the Germ an attack as 
"apparently" m ade w ithout E isenhow er’s prior approval. 
M ontgom ery who "radiated confidence," set about correcting the 
long predicted "mess" the Yanks had made. (p. 152) Unlike the 
callous A m ericans, he was alw ays "mindful o f his soldiers." 
(p. 153) In the Bulge, M onty’s first concern was for the men o f 
the US 28th and 106th Infantry Divisions, (p. 153) He had "no 
intention o f w asting any further Am erican lives for the sake o f 
prestige." (p. 154) Unlike Ridgway, he w ould "not tolerate any 
further loss o f  life" in the St. Vith salient, (p. 192)

The man who wanted the narrow attack, then set upon the 
"tidying up" o f the lines into a continuous front, giving up 
ground the A m erican’s had paid for so dearly and w ould have to 
pay for again. M onty led from the front, personally touring the 
area with a sm all escort and a visibly m arked Rolls, (p. 190)

BOOK REVIEW-REVISIONISM
(Contirmed from fa g e  16)

operated in a security cocoon. The legacy o f General 
Montgomery, a tu iap lex  and euiilroversiai man, ib not well 
served by W hiting’s sim plistic logic. Readers interested in 
M ontgomery should read the careful new biography M onty  by 
A listair Horen and M ontgom ery’s own son David. (Harper 
Collins Publishers).

Having savaged the perform ance o f the US 106th Infantry 
Division in previous works, W hiting now seemingly seeks 
atonem ent from the soldiers, v.'hose trials deeply touched him, by 
turning them into "abandoned," "suffering," unsuspecting 
"victims" o f  top-brass treachery, sacrificed to "an evil, ill- 
conceived strategy." (p.200) O f the "green young" defenders o f 
St. Vith he writes they "unwittingly served Eisenhow er’s purpose 
and were no longer needed." (p.93)

W hiting’s book has merit when it confines itself to extensive 
and a som etim es gripping battle narratives. But stories o f great 
valor are punctuated with references to American officers, 
unconcern for their men, incom petence, w omanizing, partying, 
laxness, unprofessionalism, vanity, spit-and-polish instead o f 
substance, and panic. Overall, A merican soldiers were served 
poorly by their superiors, some striking exceptions 
notwithstanding.

Knowledgeable readers can make their own assessment of 
W hiting’s arguments. Less informed readers will come away 
w ith a distorted version o f  history. Conspiracy theories are 
insidious because mere publication gives them, some currency. 
On the 50th anniversary o f the Battle o f the Bulge, all readers 
deserve a better book such as Trevor N. D upuy’s new H itler’s 
Last Ganthle: The. Rattle o f  the Bulge, December !944-Jamiary
1945. One need not revel in the glory o f war nor forget the 
horror o f war and the failings o f men in com bat to rem ember the 
veterans o f the Bulge for w hat they accom plished, not as 
"victims" o f some dark conspiracy that rem ains very much 
unproven.

[Mr. D ondelinger is a tenured Associate Professor o f  
Government and  International Affairs at A ugustana College 
in Sioux Falls, South D akota.]

[We present this book revie'.v to you  in its entirety due to 
the fa c t  that on the occasion o f  the 5Gth Anniversary o f  the 
Battle o f  the Bulge, many articles appeared in publications 
which attem pted to rewrite t[ie history o f  this historic 
battle. As those who served in this battle, it is up to you  
to be prepared to rebut these articles. BE PREPARED or 
your grandchildren and their .children may not recognize 
the stories which you  pass down as a part o f  this important 
occurrence. Elsewhere in this issue is a "Letter to the 
E ditor" o f  The Star-Ledser, which also attempts to rewrite 
history.]

NO SWEAT 
Jake Schuffert

"W ell. Achingback, 
we fina lly  got you 
all patched up.
Now relax, 
take it easy, 
and don’t do 
too much laughing.
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M em ories of an  Am erican POW
Bv FRANK SHELTON

SPECIAL TO THE ROANOKE TIMES & WORLD-NEWS

Reprinted from The Roanoke Times & World News - May 7, 1995

A cousin o f  ours, Charles Wesley Lawrence, was captured 
and made prisoner during the Battle o f  the Bulge. When Charles 
finally got home in April o f  1945, he told us this story;

“It w as Christmas 1944. and a few  o f  us with our 
commanding officers were 
directed to man an old 
farmhouse near a 
crossroads close to 
Bastogne. The next 
morning w e saw several 
tanks com ing toward us.
Suddenly there seem ed to 
be tanks com ing from  
every direction.

“W e were surrounded, 
and now —  what would be 
our next m ove? One o f  my 
buddies became very 
excited and said that he 
was making a run for the 
w oods near the farmhouse.
‘No! No! If you run you 
w ill be killed,’ I said. My 
buddy would not listen and 
out the back door he went.

“He had not gone 50  
yards when he was literally 
cut in two.

“At this time our Lawrence
commanding officer found an old white sheet, tied it to a broom  
and stuck it out the door. W e were ordered to com e out with our 
hands up. W e were manhandled, roughed up, mistreated and 
ordered to get in a truck.

“W e were taken back a few  m iles and ordered into a 
railroad car where w e were forced to stay without water, food, 
warm clothing or blankets. There was snow on the ground and 
the weather was cold. Som e o f  the German soldiers poked som e  
snow through the cracks for us.

“Our commanding officer clim bed up the inside o f  the car 
so  that he could see and asked for food and water. A  few  
seconds later he was shot and he fell back to the car floor.

“W e were gradually m oved back from the front lines and 
got to a prisoner o f  war cam p where w e got soup made from  
potato peelings. W e were starving for food. Another buddy 
became weakened and said that he was not going to make it —  
and died.

“1 remember on one occasion that one o f  the pnsoners 
found a tiny crust o f  bread and they fought over it. There were 
som e British soldiers in camp with us and they acted differently. 
If one o f  them found a bit to eat, they would divide it among 
their soldiers.

“Then, one morning, we noticed that everything was 
unusually quiet. Very soon som eone yelled that the A llies had 
taken our camp. The men w ho were able to yell did and gave  
thanks that we were finallv rescued.”

Charles never talked about his experiences as a prisoner o f  war and we 
understood. /  do remember that Charles would say that his division in the 
army was the “hungry and sick,” meaning the 106th.

Frank Shelton is a retired Christiansburg insurance agent. Charles 
Wesley Lawrence came back home, moved to Salem and worked fo r  the 
General Electric Credit Union. He died in November 1993.

I ' i H
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Dlf

f tu o  

f  I.U

Jim  Burns (82nd A/B.)
20 Saratoga Road, Stratford. N.T 08084

(This is one o f  m any war-tim e draw ings by Jim  Burns. Jim  says 
this should stir up the m em ories o f  any old dog fo o t o f  World 
War II, especially those who participated in the Battle o f  the 
Bulge.)

Mail Call
T/4 Harry H. Hymes and Pvt. Frank Benicasi read their mail in a bam  near 
the front lines Belgium, 1/9/45.

US Army Signal Corps Photo
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‘^Peace on Earth, Good Will 
Toward (Seven) Men!”

An Unsolved M ystery o f  The Bulge
A boyhood memory by Fritz Vinken

The following story was provided by the “ young boy" in the story, Fritz 
Vincken, who contacted John Bowen, our Historical Researcher, for assistance. 
Parts of this story aired on the TV program “ Unsolved Mysteries”  a few months 
ago. In research thus far at the National Archives, John has determined that the 
most likely larger unit in this area would have been the 106th Infantry Division. 
However, by 24 Decenibei, tiic lines liad been pushed so far west by the Germans, 
from this spot, that it is likely that the Americans had been lost for days and 
searching for American lines. They could have been from other units that were 
attached or in the area of Prum. If you have heard of this story or a similar incident, 
or were in the area of Prum, back during the Bulge or thereafter, even if you don't 
think it is related, please contact John at 301-384-6533 so he can pursue the lead. 
You can also write to him care of our VBOB Hq Office. If anyone wishes to 
communicate directly with Fritz Vincken his address is 1336 Dilhngham Blvd. 
Honolulu HI 96817.

I was twelve years old, when on a night in April, 1944, a heavy 
bombing riiid on the city of Aachen left my family homeless. 
Togetlier, we were evacuated out o f tlie smoldering ruins to a 
village near tlie river Rhine, where we found shelter. Ten miles 
aw ay w as N euw ied, a tow n w here my father was placed to 
supervise the operation o f a  large bakery, owned by the head 
m aster o f Qie local bakers’ guild. Then, a few months later, this 
baker>' too, w as war dam aged beyond im mediate repair. Father, 
48, was about to be drafted to become a soldier, but to our relief, 
the head m aster knew the right people and was able to have him 
conscripted as a civilian baker, to bake bread for tlie German 
army. He was ordered to report for work at a “ Field Bsikery” , 
som ewhere along tlie btirdcr o f Belgium. It was late summer, the 
a llied  in v as io n  w as ro llin g  tow ards G erm any  and seem ed 
unstoppable. Hierc w as an assum ption among many, that tJie war 
w ould be over before the end o f autum n, and plans were m ade to 

into iiiuin^, wiiilc ’waiting for tlic front to paSS by.
One evening, my father arrived in our village witli a small army 

trjck , picked up m other and me, and drove all through the night to 
take us to be in his proxim ity. Tliere, about 20 m iles from where 
he was housed at tlie bakery, deep inside tlie Ardennes Forest on a 
w ooded mountain, there was a clearing on whose edge stood a 
lonely cabin, uninhabited and unclaimed. One o f father’s fellow 
bakers had shown hiii! ilic way io tliis hiduei! icfugc, and heipr.i' 
to prepare for our arrival. Here, you 'll have to spend iJie next 
tliree to four w eeks,”  faUier told us hopefully, “ then tlie war is 
behind us.”  It was not to be.

W eeks tu rned  in to  m onths as the front stiffened , and in 
D ecem ber H itler surprised the Allies witli a last bold offensive 
history was to call the Battle o f the Bulge.

W e w eic still living in our cabin, deep snow had compounded 
our isolation £uid cut us o ff from tlie outside world My father, 
w ho had supplied us witli provisions until well into November, 
couldn’t get through to us anymore.

O ur cabin had two smiill glassed w indows, an oven built from 
bricks for heat and cooking; am ple firew ood was stored in a 
nearby shed. O ur basic foodstuff w ould last us a few more weeks. 
Before the big snow fell, I would m ake my way down into tlie 
valley to a  potato clam p, where w ild boars had dug a  hole tlirough 
the heavy cover. I went tliere with my knapsak as often as weather 
pem iitted. And tliere was a  deserted faniihouse witli its gate wide 
open. It had been pillaged tlioroughly, except for some candles, 
scattered on tlie tloor. Knowing how much we needed them, I 
cou ldn 't resist to pick tlieni up. There was also a lonely inhabitant, 
a scrawny rooster, that followed me in his search for something to 
eat. M otlier nam ed him  “ H erm ann” , and he became our boarder 
for a w hile. H is appetite  w as voracious, our oatm eal supply 
dw indled last and ne Decame very plump, nerm ann s irequent

crow ing grew  louder too, which was worrisome in our lonely 
hideout.

About a  w eek before Christmas, all hell broke loose. Up from 
the valleys cam e the sound o f heavy fighting, m achine gnn 
staccato and the howling o f rockets. We fell safe in our cabin, but 
as a  precaution, Hermann was silenced. It was hard not to worry 
about father. W e hoped for the best, which in his situation was to 
have becom e a Prisoner o f War. For him, that would mean relative 
safety in an American Camp.

By the 24th o f Decem ber the weather cleared up. Temperatures 
dropped overn igh t to below  freezing, bu t the sun rose on a 
cloudless blue sky. All day long, many hundreds ot Allied planes 
flew on their deadly missions undisturbed. The gloomy, heavy, 
roar o f  their engines, w ould rem ain forever entrenched in my 
mind. W hen darkness fell in late afternoon, tlie sudden quietness 
was conspicuous, as countless stars reclaimed the heavens. Long 
icicles had formed outside our windows, one single candle lighted 
the vicinity o f our stove, where moQier was preparing a delicious 
soup, o f which H ennann was the m ost substantial ingredient. Our 
tlioughts were witli father, whom we missed now more than at any 
other time. “ It’s Christm as Eve,”  mother said quietly, “ he must 
feel we’re thinking o f h im .”

At that m om ent, we could hear some noise outside, quiet human 
voices. M other hastely blew out the candle and we waited in 
fearful silence. Ilie re  was a  knock, careful and full of anxiety, 
then another. My m other went to tlie door. I slipped behind her 
and when she opened it tliere were two men in Qie doorway, like 
phantom s against tlie endless white background. Iliey wore steel 
helm ets and m other asked them where in G od’s name they’d 
com e from  on a n ight like this. One answ ered in a strange 
language and pointed to a third man, sitting in the snow. We knew 
by then tliey were American soldiers.

My m other paused. She realized very well how dangerous the 
situation  w as, they w ere arm ed and could have forced their 
cntrancc, yet, they stood there and.askcd Vv’ith their eyes. And 
there was som eone on tlie ground, who seemed more dead than 
alive. “ K om nt re in ,”  said m.y m.other and m ade an inviting 
gesture toward the door. ITie soldiers carried in their comrade and 
placed him on my mattress. One o f tiiem had a little knowledge of 
French and, assuming we were French speaking Belgians, tried to 
comm unicate. Fortunately, my motlier had learnt to speak French 
as a child , w nilc atieriiliiig a coiivcnt school in neighboring 
Belgium. Now she was told alH)ut Uie Geniiaii offensive and liow 
they had lost Uieir battalion and wandered for days tlirough the 
snowy A rdennes Forest, carrying tlieir wounded buddy who was 
shot in tlie leg.

We relit tlie candle.It was w ann in the cabin and now, after I 
had helped the soldiers to take off their heavy coats, tliey kwked 
like big friendly boys. An dial was tlie way motlier treated tliem. 
W e learned that the stocky, dark haired fellow  was Jim; his 
comrade, tall and slender, was Robin. Harry, the wounded one, 
was now sleeping on m y bed. “ Get me some more potatoes,”  
motlier told me, w hile she lit an additional ciindle, “ we need more 
soup.”

By that tim e tliere spread a very tempting smell tlirough our 
room and before long, dinner was ready. I put plates on tlie table 
and wc all sa t dow n to eat, w hen suddenly again som eone 
knocked  a t the door. W ithou t hesita tion  I rushed to open, 
expecting m ore straggling Am ericans outside, ITiere were sol­
diers, four o f tlieni, all anned  to tlieir teeth. Witli one look I 
reahzed they wore tlie uniform fam iliar to me after five years of 
war. They were men o f my people. Germans! I was paralyzed 
with fear, for though I was still a child, 1 knew tlie harsh law of 
war: anyone giving aid and comfort to the enemy will be shot. 
W ould it all com e now to a horrible end?
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While I stood and ju s t stared, my mother stepped behind me in 
tlie doorway. I couldn’t see her face, but her calm voice eased my 
fear at once. “ W hat a freezing night to be out in the open,”  she 
said to the men, followed by “ Frohliche W eihnachten!”  wishing 
them a Merry Christmas.

The soldiers seemed surprised at the sight o f a woman and a 
young boy at this time and place, but happy, to have found a 
G erm an fam ily in th is borderland . They returned m other’s 
greeting with a friendly smile. “ W e have to wait for daylight,”  
explained one, who wore the shoulderstraps o f a corporal. “ Do 
you have a little warm space for us to get some rest and perhaps a 
bit of sleep? We w on’t trouble you too m uch.”  O f course, you can 
stay with u s ,“ m other replied  as cheerfully  as she could, “ I 
w ouldn’t leave you outside in a cold like this.”  She appeared very 
m otlierly and her friendly reception obviously im pressed the 
weary warrior. “ You can also have a good Christmas dinner with 
us and eat until tlie pot is em pty.”  Through the half open door 
drifted the overpowering arom a o f our chicken stew into the clear 
winter night and the men sniffed with enthusiasm. “ W e also have 
tliree other half frozen guests who came a  little while ago, asking 
for shelter.”  Then m other’s voice became very firm as she spoke 
directly to the corporal: “ This is Christm as Eve and there will be 
no shooting around here!”  “ W hat is this?”  the corporal protested 
gruffly, catching m other’s hint at once, “ W ho’s inside? Ameri- 
kaner?”  Disaster seemed just moments away. M other looked at 
their faces and said, witli a calmess bom  of panic: “ Listen to me, 
boys, all of you could be my sons, and so could those three in 
tliere. One o f them is badly wounded and they’re ju s t as cold and 
hungry as you are. Let Uiere be peace tonight!”

(Continued from Page 19)

GI returns from woods after securing firewood during Bulge.
PFC George Bobish, Dunglea, Ohio, near 
Camp Elsenbom, Belgian 1/25/45.

I l l  SC 199470 National Archives

Tlie corporal was speechless. Two, three endless seconds of 
silence followed. No inkling of support came from his little group, 
who seemed more than ready to accept this unexpected invitation. 
Motlier broke tlie stalemate. “ Enough talking,” she commanded 
with convincing auUiority. “ P lace your w eapons here in the 
woodshed and hurry up. D inner is alm ost ready.”  That did it. The 
soldiers stepped toward tJie shed and placed their arms on a pile of 
fiiewood. It was quite an arsenal when I covered it witli an old 
blanket. M other had hurried inside already, when we approached 
tlie door. I could hear her rapidly speaking French, then Jim said 
sonietliing in English. N ever before had I felt my heart throbbing 
as at tliat moment. The Americans, realizing who the new arrivals
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were and uncertain about tlieir hostess’ negotiation, had turned to 
their guns. M eanwhile, tJie G erm ans had entered, looking at them 
with suspicion, but apparently  unarm ed. M otlier, witli her left 
hand got a firm hold o f Jim ’s rifle, with her right she took a pistol 
from Robin. W hat a relief!

N ever losing her m otherly smile, she now tried to find a seat for 
every one. W e had only three chairs, but m other’s bed was big, 
and two o f tlie new com ers were placed side by side with Jim and 
Robin. For two minutes, perhaps three, there was a strain in the 
room , you could alm ost feel the tension this unique situation 
emanated. W hen jill were assem bled around tlie table, cautious 
glances w ere exchanged, then suddenly, Harry m oaned in his 
sleep. One o f tlie G erm ans inquired, in what seemed to be fluent 
EngUsh, about tlie A m erican’s injury. W hile inspecting H arry’s 
upper leg, he told Jim  and Robin the good news: It was a flesh 
wound, no bone was hurt, and coldness had prevented infection. 
“ Are you a  doctor?”  m other asked him. “ No, but I hope to be 
one som e day ,”  he replied with a  smile. Then he proceeded to 
apply som e dressing and a  bandage from his first aid kit. “ His 
weakness is caused by a  severe loss of blood. W liat he needs now 
is rest, liquids, and good nourishment. H e’ll be all right!”  By 
now, tlie strain had disappeared and all seemed relaxed. While 
Harry was being attended to, I had added water and some more 
potatoes to increase tlie soup’s volume. Hermann w asn 't growing 
any bigger at tliis stage and, besides motlier and myself, we had 
seven hungry moutlis to feed.

The corporal unscrewed die cork from a bottle of red wine and 
one o f his m en brought a  hirge loaf o f rye bread on tlie table, 
w hose slices m otlier p u t on a  p late . From  tlie w ine m other 
reserved a sm all portion for our patient, the rest was equally 
divided. A t last, tlie soup was ready to be served and tlie heavy, 
steaming kettle, was placed on tlie table, flanked by flickering 
candles. M otlier finally sat down on an im provised seat on the 
table’s head. All eyes w ere looking at her. The mood had become 
som ewhat festive, alm ost solem n, and even tliough they were 
hungry, no one w ould stiirt eating. Jim took the hands o f those 
sitting next to him, Robin did Uie same, and all of sudden we were 
holding each o ther’s hands like they do it in Am erica, when 
giving Uianks to God. M other spoke a spontaneous prayer for all 
o f us, thanking not only for our meal, but also for this night o f 
peaceful togetherness. “ And bring an end to this terrible war, so 
that we all can go hom e, where we belong. A m en,”  There were 
tears in her eyes and as I looked around the table, the soldiers 
were filled w ith em otion and their thoughts were many, many 
m iles away. N ow  they w ere boys again, som e from America, 
some from G erm any, all far from home.

A fter dinner we had A m erican instant coffee and pineapple 
pudding in sm all olive-green cans. Then, cigarettes were passed 
among our guests, but before the smoke, Uiere was my mother, 
who w ent to tlie doorstep and asked us to join her to look at the 
Star o f Betlilehem. It was a wonderful w inter night with thousands 
o f stars sparkling and the brightest o f all was Sirius, which was 
our Star o f Bedilehem tliat Christm as Night, No one spoke. All 
had their private tlioughts and m ight have dream ed o f a time when 
tliere w ould really be peace on eartli.

The soldiers slept on their heavy coats, while I found space in 
my m other’s bed, Harry woke in the early hours and was fed an 
invigorating drink o f red wine and sugar. M orning came soon 
enough and our patient felt m uch stronger,. For breakfast he ate 
with all o f us w hat was left o f the chicken soup. He couldn’t walk, 
o f course, so a  stretcher was made with two strong sticks and 
canvass from a Germ an tent square. Then the corporal explained 
to Jim  and Robin, how  to find their way back to the American 
lines, w hile the m edic transla ted  h is w ords in to  E nglish. A

(Continued on Page 21)
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Gennan compass changcd hands. “ And watcn your step, there 
may be mines out tJiere. And if “ Mustangs” rome, yoiir way, 
wave with your arms like madmen.”

Afier this, they all received their weapons back, and the ume tor 
departure had come. It was a farewell like among old friends, they 
hugged merrily and promised to meet again “ once this damn war 
is over.” Jim and Robin kissed motlier’s cheeks, Harry was 
placed on his stretcher and with big smiles on their faces the three 
American were on tlieir way. Sometimes they turned their heads 
toward us and waveu. We waved back until tliey disappeaicu 
between the trees; happy for the encounter and sad because it was 
so short. “ They’re people just like us,” I heard the corporal 
mumble to himself.

Now it was time for the Gennan soldiers to return to their 
regiment when my mother, to my and the soldiers complete 
surprise, asked the corporal: “ Please, take us along!”  This 
impulsive decision was based on sound reasoning. Isolated for 
many weeks, hoping father was in safe American captivity at best, 
we could not remain in tliis lonely cabin for much longer. Now 
was the chance to leave this inhospital wintery woodland in the 
company of four strong men. To the corporal it was “ a sacred 
duty” to honor mother’s request to escort us civilians out of 
no-man’s land.

We trudged in a row tlirough Uie deep snow down to the valley 
where it was easier to walk. Darkness had fallen when we arrived 
at a small, badly ruined town. It could have been Prum, but I am 
not certain. It was here, that our new friends had to say good-bye 
to us. Of this, I have no memory. I was asleep walking on 
mother’s hand.

(Continued from  Page 20)
Both my parents had the address of a relative who had been 

evacuated from tlie war zone to a place in central Gennany. Tliat’s 
where vvc were heading now. The following night a Gcrmari army 
truck gave us a ride to Koblenz. Prom tiiere we went by tram on a 
journey of many detours and several days, through ruins and 
destruction, to the city of Gotha. Now, only a few more miles and 
we would reach our destination. But first moUier and 1 went to a 
soup kitchen, next to the railroad station, where ladies from tlie 
Red Cross attempted to feed many hundreds of refugees who 
arrived at all hours from the eastern provinces. Here, amidst the 
countless hungry, like in a fairy tale, we were reunited with father. 
We were jubilant, even tliough he was not easy to recognize. 
“ You look like a vagabond!” motlier exclaimed. “ And so do 
you!" tatlier replied and we all had a good laugh.

He had been on the road for two weeks, heading for the same 
address as we. Somewhere on his way, he had “ appropriated” the 
brand new bicycle of a local Nazi party official, who had detained 
him as a potential deserter. Father got away by his wits and 
incredible luck. The modem, glistening bike, was a bounty he well 
deser\'ed. His old squeaking tw'o-wheeler was left behind. That 
same day, we arrived in Herrenhof, a small village on tlie edge of 
the Thuringian Forest. Here on April 8, 1945, we were liberated 
from the horrors of war by the soldiers of General Patton’s 4th 
Armored Division. Weeks thereafter, we returned to Aachen, our 
home town. Many years have passed since then, but each winter, I 
look up to the sky to find Sirius, which was our Star of 
Betlilehemn that shone on Christmas Eve, 1944, right in the 
middle of the Battle of the Bulge.

NO SWEAT Jake Schuffert

‘I got an Oak Leaf Cluster!”

A revealing light is thrown on this subject through the studies by 
Medical Corps psychiatrists of tlie combat fatigue cases in tlie 
European Theater. ITiey found Uiat fear of killing, ratlier than fear 
of being killed, was the most common cause of battle failure, and 
that fear of failure ran a strong second.

S.L.A. MARSHAI.L
SGT J.B. Hodkinson of Houston, Texas dries his heavy winter 
underwear in a log cabin drying room built w/timber from forest in 
Gennany.

I l l S r  ^ 7 7 1 I K  N a l i n n a l  A r r h i v p s
A R E  YOUR DUES DUE?
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KAMPFGRUPPE PEIPER

A Young, Ruthless, German Officer 
Spearheaded the Battle of the Bulge

[The following article by M ichael R. Craddock appeared  
in The Stars and Stripes December 30, 1992. It was sent 
to us by A. A. ALVAREZ, 1ST IN FAN TRY DIVISION, 
16TH INFANTRY. COM PANY C.]

By the fall o f 1944, the once-vaunted German Army had been 
pushed back to its own borders.

So fast and furious had been the Allied breakout from 
Normandy that many predicted the war would be over by 
Christmas. The offensive power o f the German army was gone. 
The only reasonable course o f action for the German 
commanders was to husband their resources for defending the 
"Fatherland."

But wars are not predictable, and no one could anticipate what 
was being planned by the Supreme Com m ander o f the German 
Army, A dolf Hitler. At 5:30 a.m. on Decem ber 16, 1944, 1,900 
German guns erupted along an 85-mile "quiet" front o f the 
Belgium-Luxem bourg-German border. The Ijarrage ended after 
90 minutes, replaced by the new Nazi fright weapon, "artificial 
m oonlight"-searchlights that provided an eerie m oonlight as they 
reflected o ff the snow.

Soon the German war machine emerged from the darkness 
while H itler’s latest secret weapon, the M esserschm itt jets, 
streaked overhead at unbelievable speeds. G erm any’s latest great 
offensive, in what the Americans have come to call the Battle o f 
the Bulge, had begun.

A m ericans m ost com m only  associate the Battle o f the Bulge 
with Bastogne, Belgium. But while Bastogne becam e a rallying 
point o f American resistance, it was not a crucial part o f H itler’s 
plan, Wacht am Rhein  (W atch on the Rhine). In fact, on 
Decem ber 18, the second day o f the offensive, the 2nd Panzer 
Division could have easily taken Bastogne but was ordered to 
bypass the city. Not until the offensive came to a halt did the 
Germans turn their wrath against the surrounded town.

Am ericans inspect a tank dem olished near Elsenborn Ridge.

O f more significance was the clash in the northern sector o f  the 
Battle o f  the Bulge betw een the 1st U.S. Arm y and the German 
6th Schutzstaffel Panzer Army. The gallant stand o f V Corps, 
especially by the 2nd and 99th Infantry D ivisions, is considered 
am ong the greatest in A m erican m ilitary history.

H itle r had given p rio rity  in m en, equipm ent and supplies to 
the 6th SS Panzer Army and its heavy tanks, for it was assigned 
the Schw erpunkt-m di\n  point o f  attack—for the entire offensive. 
W ithin the arm y were powerful battle groups called 
Kampfgruppen, organized for penetration and the deep attack.

One Kampfgruppe was selected to be the m ain arm ored spear 
head for the attack. Its mission: break through the thin 
Am erican lines and drive deep to the M euse River and then on 
to the port at Antwerp. It was under the leadership o f  the 
dynamic and resourceful SS  Obersturmbannfuhrer (Lt. Col.) 
Joachim Peiper.

Though ju s t 29, Peiper brought to the A rdennes offensive long 
months o f  com bat experience in Russia. He had earned the 
adm iration o f  his troops for bravery and ruthlessness. In one 
battle on the Eastern Front, his panzer regim ent claim ed 2,500 
Russians killed and only three captured. This was testim ony to 
the brutality, fanaticism  and m ounting desperation that character­
ized the w ar in the east, at least as Peiper practiced it. M any o f 
the men who came with Peiper to the A rdennes had also exper­
ienced that savagery.

Peiper’s 4,000 men (another 1,800 w ould jo in  later) and tank- 
heavy task force (72 m edium  tanks and 20 Tiger tanks), hit the 
thin A merican lines at the boundary betw een V and VIII corps 
east o f M almedy, Belgium. Soon Peiper was in V C orps’ rear 
area. Outside the town o f  Honsfeld, Peiper’s colum n came upon 
U.S. vehicles in retreat. Peiper’s colum n calm ly pulled in behind 
them and com pletely surprised the A m ericans in Honsfeld.

At Honsfeld, the first o f  the Kampfgruppe  Peiper massacres 
took place. N ear the center o f the village, an SS officer prodded 
eight sleepy Am ericans, barefoot and in their underwear, at 
gunpoint from a house. They were lined up and shot down with 
a burp gun.

F rom  an o th e r  house, five A m ericans em erged under a white 
flag. A group o f  G erm an soldiers opened fire, killing four o f 
them and wounding the fifth. As the w ounded soldier cried for 
help, a tank rolled over him and crushed him.

Running short o f  fuel, Peiper headed north to the town o f 
Bullingen and captured 50,000 gallons o f  fuel. In taking 
Bullingen, Kampfgruppe Peiper had seem ingly trapped the bulk 
o f  the 2nd and 99th Infantry Divisions. Most o f  the divisions’ 
men, artillery pieces, supporting tanks and tank destroyers were 
located along or near the road leading northeast from Bullingen 
through the twin villages o f K rinkelt-Rocherath and on north to 
the W ahlerscheid crossroad area.

If  Peiper headed north out o f  Bullingen, he could roll up two 
divisions. However, if  he continued on three m iles w est to 
Butgenbach and then turned north to the town o f  Elsenborn, he 
could come in behind everyone—possibly 30,000 men.

P e ip e r decided to p ress fo rw ard  along his assigned route 
tow ard Ligneuville and Stavelot, for tim e was crucial in reaching 
the bridges on his drive to the M euse River and beyond.

At a junction known as Baugnez (the A m ericans called it Five 
Points because o f  the five roads that spread out from this 
intersection), near M alm edy, Peiper’s colum n collided with 
Battery B o f  the 285th FieM Artillery O bservation Battalion.

(Continued on Page 23)
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KAMPFGRUPPE PEIPER (Continued from page ) 
The Germ an half-tracks and tanks veered o ff the road and 

charged across the open t'lelds tow ard the Baugnez Crossroads 
with their runs firing along the Am erican column.

The wheels o f the lead Am erican truck were blown, halting the 
entire colum n. From the m om ent the G erm ans opened tire, 
confusion descended over the convoy. Most o f  the men dove for 
cover in the ditches or behind abandoned vehicles. Some tried 
to run to the nearby w o o d s-b u t Germ an tire cut them down.

As the firing died down, American soldiers em erged from 
ditches, their hands in the air. The G erm ans herded all the 
prisoners to a field.

The prisoners, approxim ately 130, were tightly grouped into 
eight rows and stripped o f their possessions—cigarettes, watches, 
glasses, etc. Then a com m and was given to shoot.

A gunner in one o f  the Mark IV panzers fired one shot that hit 
a prisoner in front, knocking him backward and toppling men 
behind in an accordion fashion. Some o f the officers yelled for 
the men to stand fast on the hope o f preventing more shooting. 
Bui another shot was fired, killing a m edical officcr, 1st Lt. Carl 
R. G uenther, and then som ebody shouted, "Much alle kaputt!" 
("M ake all dead"), and m achine guns on both tanks opened fire.

M en fell in all d irec tions, m any diving to the ground and 
trying to bury them selves under fallen comrades. The firing 
continued, the m achine guns racking back and forth across the 
fallen bodies. This carnage lasted 15 m inutes amid screams, 
groans and cries o f agony. For the next two hours Germans in 
passing vehicles am used them selves by firing into the dumps o f 
bodies.

Soon German engineers’ 1st SS Pioneer Co. moved into the 
flriisli ot't* oiir\'ivors si^n of* lifs '.vss met a

shot point-blank in the heart or head. Some Germans asked men 
to speak up, prom ising m.edical treatm ent. A few m.ade the 
m istake o f responding.

Still, som e o f  the Americans were alive. They tried desperately 
to control their breathing, not only to keep their bodies still, but 
also to prevent vapor from showing in the cold as they exhaled.

I o the survivors, it seem ed the pounding o f their hearts would 
surely give them away. Shot in the ca lf and foot, Lt. Virgil 1.
I.ary recalled that a Germ an cam e his way. shooting here and 
there.

"A bullet w ent th ro u g h  the head o f the man next to me. I lay 
tensely still, expecting the end. Could he see me breathing? 
Could 1 take a kick in the groin w ithout w incing? He was stand­
ing at my head. W hat was he doing? Tim e seem ed to stand still. 
And then I heard him reloading his pistol in a deliberate m an­
ner...laughing and talking. A few odd steps before the reloading 
was finished and he was no longer so close to my head, then 
another shot a little farther away, and he had passed me up...."

O f the 130 men, 43 escaped. Five days after what came to be 
known as the M alm edy M assacre, a heavy snow fell, covering 
the bodies and tem porarily concealing the slaughter.

Historian C harles B. M acDonald called the m assacre at the 
Baugnez C rossroads the "most heinous crime inOicted on 
A m erican troops during the course o f  the war in Europe."

Peiper, who had m oved on before the slaughter began, rolled 
into the next town, Ligneuville. He entered the Hotel du 
M oulin, w here he finished the still-w arm  lunch o f U.S. Gen. 
Edward T im berlake, whom he had missed by only 10 minutes.

A fter a tw o-hour delay in Ligneuville to reorganize, Peiper’s 
battle group m oved on. tsut in Ligneuviiie, another war airocity

{Continued from  Page 22) .

was happening. A German sergeant, Paul Ochmann. detailed 
eight American soldiers to dig graves for three dead Germans. 
Once they had finished, Ochmann lined them in a row and 
system atically went down the line shooting them in the head.

Ahead in the town o f Stavelot, Kampfgruppe Peiper secured 
one o f the bridges (not all bridges could withstand the weight of 
tanks) crucial to its success—the bridge over the Ambleve River 
at Stavelot. American engineers from the 202nd Engineer Com­
bat Baitalioii allciiipted to destroy the bridge, but the chargcs 
failed to detonate. W hat they did not known was that in their 
m idst were two Germans disguised as Americans who had 
sabotaged the attempt.

N orth  o f S tavelo t was a fuel dump. Contrary to the portrayal 
o f the incident in the film The Battle o f  the Bulge, Peiper did not 
know about the fuel dump. Only a small patrol approached the 
roadblock before turning around because Peiper was focusing on 
his w estward push.

P -47 air strikes were costly to Peiper's arm ored column. This 
tank was hit just after crossing the Am bleve bridge (background.)

Next was a town where the rivers Ambleve and Salm were 
bridged at three points—hence the tow n’s name Trois Ponts. But, 
as Peiper neared Trois Ponts, the engineers blew up the bridges.

A fter studying  his m ap, Peiper moved farther down the 
valley, and found a loophole in the A merican defenses. The 
bridge at Cheneux, close to LaGleize, was captured intact, but as 
the colum n was crossing, it was attached by 16 P-47 1 hunderbolt 
planes and for four hours the column was halted. Finally the 
G erm ans moved on, but this crucial two-hour delay gave Com­
pany A o f  the 291st Engineers tim e to rig explosives on the next 
bridge over the Lienne Creek, five miles away al Habieinont.

As Peiper’s column neared the creek, the bridge went up in a 
cloud o f smoke and debris. Only a few vehicles behind the 
leaders, Peiper saw the bridge collapse. Legend has it that 
Peiper pounded one knee with his fist and m uttered "The damned 
engineers! The damned engineers!"

Unknown to Peiper, the A merican com m and was reacting 
rapidly to his threat. Ordered forward to stop Peiper were units 
from the 82nd Airborne, 30th D ivision’s 119th Infantry, and 
portion o f the 3rd A m iored Division. Kampfgruppe  Peiper was 
in for a fight.

By Decem ber 22, Peiper had pulled back to LaGleize, where 
the A merican artillery began an alm ost constant barrage. The 
Germans would later call the village o f LaGleize Der Kessel 
(The Cauldron).

Peiper could not m aneuver because he was out o f supplies.
{Comiriucu un 24̂
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KAMPFGRUPPE PEIPER (Continued from page ) 
in front o f Elsenbom Ridge and at Dorn Butgenbach had cut his 
supply route, and an anticipated airdrop netted only some 
containers o f cigarettes and schnapps.

On the afternoon o f the 22nd, Peiper reached his headquarters 
by radio to apprise them o f  his predicam ent and to request per­
mission to pull back. Instead, he was told that there were six 
Tiger tanks that belonged to him near Stavelot. What did Peiper 
want done with them, asked the radio operator. Peiper, disgusted 
with the question, replied sarcastically, "Send via airlift to 
LaGleize."

C om posing him self, Peiper again asked for permission to 
break out o f the siege. At 5 p.m., the reply came back: "You 
may break out but only if  you bring all wounded and vehicles."

Peiper angrily pointed at the radio car. "Blow up the damn 
thing! Permission or not, w e’re breaking out o f here on foot."

Soon, the code words were being passed around, "Frohe 
Weihnachten" ("M erry Christmas"), meant "immediate escape-- 
blow up your tanks and follow."

By 2 a.m. on Decem ber 24, Peiper was leading remnants o f his 
once-powerful task force out o f LaGleize. At 11 p.m. Christmas 
Eve, Peiper’s group ran into an A merican patrol. In the ensuring 
firefight, Peiper was grazed by a bullet.

Finally, at 10 a.m. Christm as Day, ju s t under 800 weary m en— 
out o f a total o f 5 ,800-crossed  back over German lines. For 
over a week, Peiper and his men had been constantly engaged in 
combat. Peiper fell asleep for nearly 24 hours.

"But as I did so, I knew it was all over. W e’d lost...not only 
the Battle o f the Ardennes, but also the war."

Maj. Michael R. Craddock is willi the 89th Medical Detachment in Stuttgart, Germany.
Sources for this article include: A Time fo r  Tnimpels—The Untold Story o f  the Ballle o f  

the Hulgc by Charles B. MacDonald; The B a n k  o f  the Bulge: Then and N ov  by Jean Paul 
^ Pallud; The March to Victory by John T. Brockman and Stephan T. Powers; and Ballle: The 

Story o f the Bulge by John Toland.

(Continued from Page 23)

81 ST FIELD ARTILLERY 
PROFILE

[The fo llow ing  was extractedfrpm  the history o f  the 81st F ield  
Artillery. It was subm itted  by H. Dean Fravel.]

The 81st Field Artillery Battalion was originally organized at 
Fort Oglethorpe, George, 21 June 1917 as the 23rd Cavalry. 
After undergoing several name and designation changes, it was 
redesignated the 81st Field Artillery Battalion on December 16, 
1940.

D ecem ber 16-28, 1944: [The] Battalion holds southern hinge 
o f The Bulge, by denying enem y crossing in strength o f the Saur 
River North and East o f  Luxembourg city by destroying bridges, 
harassing crossings, and by breaking up enem y tank and infantry 
attacks. During this period all battalion installations were 
subjected to heavy counterbattery fire from 210mm, 190mm, 
150mm, 105mm and 8mm guns. Hundreds o f rounds landed in 
battery areas, some within 10 yards o f howitzers. Shells landed 
in "B" Battery and H eadquarters Battery kitchens. No serious 
battle casualties suffered. Battalion area defended by infantry 
platoon o f 70 men spread along 3 mile front. Battalion assigned 
to General Patton’s fam ous Third United States Army.

D ecem ber 28, 1994: Battalion m arches 70 miles to take up 
firing position southwest o f Bastogne, Belgium, in blinding 
snowstorm. Greets 1945 with battalion volleys against German 
attack on the escape road from Bastogne.

D ecem ber 31, 1944 -F eb ruary  4, 1945: "The Battle o f the 
Ardennes." Battalion fights thru Belgium and northern 
Luxem bourg in zero w eather, blinding snow storm s and over 
im passable roads. Supports 11th A rm ored Division, 17th 
A irborne Division, and 87th Infantry Division.

The 81st Field A rtillery was:
Assigned to: 1st, 3rd and 9th U.S. Armies.
A ttached to: XIII and XII Corps and the 174th, 333rd and 

422nd Field Artillery Groups.
In support of: 4th, 5th, 9th, 10th 28th, 83rd, 87th and 89th 

Infantry Divisions, along with the 11th A rm ored Division and 
the 17th A irborne Division.

UNCONDITIONAL SURRENDER 
RHEIMS, FRANCE-M AY 7, 1945
The crushed rem nants o f  the G erm an governm ent had been 
established in Flensburg as authorized in H itler’s testam ent under 
the supervision o f  Grand Adm iral Doenitz.

On M ay 4, word reached Eisenhow er that Adm iral Hans Georg 
Friedelburg (head o f the new G erm an navy) was enroute to 
A llied headquarters to  negotiate a surrender. It soon becam e 
apparent that the Germans had intentions o f surrendering only to 
the W estern A llies. E isenhow er was quick to inform them that 
nothing less than unconditional surrender to all the A llies would 
be acceptable. This included the Russians.

Jodi, with pen  in hand, signing the U nconditional 
Surrender. A t his left is Wilhelm Oxenius.

At 2:41 a.m ., on M ay 7, 1945, G eneraloberst G ustav Alfred 
Jodi, accom paniedby G eneralm ajor W ilhelm  Oxenius, signed the 
surrender at E isenhow er’s headquarters in Rheim s, France. At 
11:01 p.m. (Central European T im e) on the 8th o f  May 
hostilities officially ceased.

Forty-five hours later in Berlin, the cerem onies w ere repeated 
at Russian headquarters.
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RUI f ^ F  V i n F n . < 5  A W A I I  A R I  P

B oom erang Publishers h as  sen t us four video tap e s  
relative to the  Battle of the  Bulge for our Archives/Library. 
W e thought you would w ant to know of the availability of 
th e se  tapes . Additionally, ask  for their flyer on o ther videos 
available: they ’ve got a lot of them.

They se n t us:
BATTLE OF ST. VITH-During the Battle of the Bulge, 
surrounded  Army units hold on; m ake epic stand. BP 
164, 56 m in u te s , b& w ...$29.35

BATTLE OF THE BULGE; Gl STORY -Defending 
against G erm an A rdennes counteroffensive. Q!s hold 
on S P  150, 56 m inutes, b&w...$29.95 
THE BULGE--Official U.S. Army film of GIs stopping 
G erm an offensive in A rdennes: battle enem y, cold, 
snow. S P  234, 78 m inutes, b&w...$29.95 
BATTLE OF THE B U L G E -B attles for Bastogne, St 
Vith, Celles, etc. T roops surrender. Malmedy. Collapse 
of the G erm an machine. BEST 680, 53 
m in u tes...$29.95  

Here is  their order form for your con v en ien ce .
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D etach  a n d  Mail To: 
BOOMERANG PUBLISHERS 
6164 W est 83rd Way 
Arvada, CO 80003

ORDER F O R M a r m y w w i i
PHONE ORDERS (303) 423-5706

Overnight Delivery $19.00 1st Class/Priority Mail $10.00

Our 19th year of PROMPT, 
EFFICIENT, and RELIABLE 

mail order serv ice...
P le a se  Print

HOW
MANY ITEM UNIT PRICE TOTAL PRICE

$ $

$ $

$ S

S $

Your Telephone ,

C heck enclosed  or charge  VISA or MASTERCARD Number 

N a m e ____________________________________________________

Card Exp. Date
A m ount for ^  
M erch an d ise

P o s ta g e  a n d  $
H andling ^

4.50

TOTAL

A ddress 

C ity ____ State . Z ip .
Colorado Residence 

Please Add 7% Sales Tax

P E iPE R : A fter  t h e  W ar
During the  w ar crim es trials in D achau,
1946, Joachim  P e ip e r-w h o  accep ted  responsibility for the 
actions of his m e n -w a s  am ong those  sen ten ced  to death  
for the Malmedy M assacre .

’ In 1949, his sen ten ce  w as
changed  to life im prisonment. 
And in 1956 shortly before 
C hristm as, Peiper, the last 
prisoner in the Landsberg 
fortress, w as re leased . He had 
served  nearly 11 years.

He first w orked for P orsche, in 
charge  of A merican sa les, and 
then  later for V olkswagen. He 
w as forced to leave both Jobs 
b ecau se  of publicity stem m ing 
from his connection with w ar 

atrocities. Public attention w as genera ted  once by John 
T oland 's 1959 book Battle: The S toiy o f the Bulge, and 
then by the movie The Battle o f the Bulge in which Robert 
S haw  portrayed Peiper.

Finding the environm ent hostile in G erm any, he moved 
his family to the small village of T raves in the A lsace 
region of France. T here he supported himself by 
translating military books from -G erm an into English and 
vice versa.

He lived quietly in the A lsace until the  sum m er of 1976 
w hen a  sensational article on the "notorious" resident of 
T raves appeared  in a French com m unist new spaper. 
Peiper began receiving hostile phone calls telling him to 
leave France.

O nce again the form er Nazi C om m ander m ade a  stand. 
He sen t his wife and daugh ter to Munich, but stayed  on in 
Traves.

Two w eeks later firebom bs destroyed P eiper’s  house  and 
killed the form er com m ander of Kampfgruppe Peiper.

[This article by Michael R. Craddock, appeared in the December 30, 
1992, issue of The Stars and Stripes.]

Joach im  Peiper (picture on the left) w as 29 years old  
w hen g iven  com m and o f h is ow n K am pfgruppe.
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53 YEARS OLD
[The following article ivas written by John Reichley, 
Military Magazine, and was reprinted from Military 
Review, a publication o f the U.S. Army Command 
and General S ta ff College, Fort Leavenworth, 
Kansas.]

"The jeep, the C-47 Dakota and the landing craft w ere the 
three tools that won the war," said G eneral Dwight D. 
Eisenhower, His boss, G eneral G eorge C. Marshall, said 
the jeep  w as "America’s  g rea test contribution to modern 
warfare."

High praise indeed 
and well deserved.
But, for such a well- 
known vehicle for so  
long a ro u n d  th e  
world, tracing the 
lineage of the nam e 
jeep  proves quite 
elusive. Different 
com panies, notably
Ford, WillysOverland and Bantam, vied to design and 
produce the vehicle for the U.S. Army in 1940 and 1941.

Although all com panies produced prototypes, Willys­
O verland won the first Army contract on 23 July 1941, 53 
y ears ago. The contract w as for 16,000 je e p s  at a  cost of 
$739 each.

Back to its nam e. O ne of the m ysteries of the ubiquitous 
vehicle h as  been the origin of its nam e. The definitive 
book, The Jeep, by J. G. Jeudy and M. Tararine, offers 
several possibilities for the origin, but it d o es  not state, with 
finality, just w here the nam e originated.

In 1936, the Popeye comic strip introduced a new 
character called E ugene the Jeep . He w as an animal from 
Africa about the size of a dog, a te  only orchids and could 
m ake himself invisible. E ugene the Je e p  quickly becam e 
popular with read e rs  who soon  called anything astonishing 
a  Jeep . Within a few years, the new vehicle w as certainly 
astonishing to the public.
N am e?
A nother popular thought w as that jeep  w as coined from 
part of the vehicle’s  Army nom enclature of "GP," for 
general purpose. T hat m akes sen se , but Jeudy and 
T ararine discount it a s  doubtful. They didn’t explain why.

No less than H. L. M encken, superb  wordsmith and 
author of The American Language, w as puzzled by jeep. 
Even he offered no clue and asked , " J e e p -c a n  anybody 
give m e the exact etymology and the history of the word?" 
If M encken didn’t know, you w on’t find the definitive answ er 
in this article.

S om e o ther early nam es that w ere proposed for the 4 x
4 vehicle w ere Bug, Midget, Peep , Blitz Buggy and Quad. 
C an 't you just h ear a World W ar I! battalion com m ander 
telling his driver to "bring around the Blitz Buggy?" T c a n ’t 
either.

Je e p  w as first m entioned in the p ress  by the Daily News, 
a W ashington, DC, paper in February 1941. From

THE JEEP: w herever derived, the  nam e stuck. Actually, the nam e jeep  
h as alw ays been a  registered  tradem ark  and the exclusive 
property of Am erican Motors.

Having arrived on the  military sc e n e  shortly before Pearl 
Harbor, the venerab le  jeep  w ent on to se rve  many arm ies 
on virtually every battlefront. T he S oviets a sked  for 
m otorcycles with sid eca rs  but changed  their m inds and 
asked  for je e p s  instead. T he four-wheel-drive vehicle 
perform ed so  well in sw am ps, on the  poor R ussian  roads 
and in all types of m iserable R ussian  w ea ther tha t the 
Soviets asked  for all they could get. Before the  w ar ended, 
that w as m ore than 20,000 jeeps.
G earshift
T he jeep s  w ere everyp lace e lse  around the  world a s  well. 
T he gearshift diagram  w as produced in four la n g u a g e s -  
English, R ussian, C hinese and Spanish.

Although it h a s  alw ays been  called a "quarter-ton" vehicle 
(for its load-carrying capacity), its actual w eight w as about 
2 ,500 pounds, or a  ton and a  quarter. During World W ar
II, W illysOverland and Ford, which also  later received a 
governm ent contract, jointly produced som e 660,000  jeeps; 
a  record in military vehicle production.

The worldwide w orkhorse could carry five people, haul a 
trailer with 800 pounds cross-country  or haul one  with
1,200 pounds on good roads. Many had a 50-caliber 
m achinegun m ounted betw een the front s e a ts  tha t m ade 
them  rather lethal, a s  well a s  highly mobile. Or take  out 
the m achinegun mount, and you could rig th ree  litters atop 
one.

America’s greatest 
contribution to 
modern warfare.

-G enera l George C. Marshall

Bill Mauldin used  a  jeep  in m any of his m em orable 
cartoons for Stars and Stripes, and A m erica’s  m ost 
beloved w ar correspondent, Pulitzer Prize w inner Ernie 
Pyle, w as killed while riding in one  during the O kinawa 
C am paign in April, 1945.

T he Sm ithsonian Institution h as a  World W ar II je ep  in its 
im pressive vehicle collection, a s  do m any o ther military 
m useum s. A captain a ss igned  to the  U.S. Army C om bined 
Arms C om m and a t Fort Leavenworth, K ansas, drives an 
original World W ar I! model around the Leavenw orth area.

But, a s  with the  equally venerab le  stee l pot of World W ar
II, Korea and Viet-Nam, the jeep  of World W ar II, Korea 
and Viet-Nam h as  p a sse d  into the  history books a s  far a s  
the Army is concerned . You didn’t s e e  any of our D esert 
Storm  com m anders churning through the  sa n d s  of Saudi, 
Arabia, Kuwait or Iraq in a jeep , did you? They w ere in the 
larger m ore protected high-mobility m ultipurpose w heeled  
vehicle, or HMMWV, called a "hum -vee" by the  troops.

T here is one good thing about the HMMWV tha t writers 
50 y ears  from now w on’t have to w onder about. T hey’ll 
know w here the nam e cam e from!
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BOOKS YOU MAY ENJOY

The au thors of the  following books have sen t VBOB a
review copy for our library:

The Conquest o f the Reicht: D-Day to VE-Day - A 
Soldier’s  History, by Robin Neillands. T he book 
recounts the  effects of m any of the nnost crucial 
ev en ts  of the  conflict on soldier and citizen alike: 
Battle of the Bulge, liberation of Auschwitz, Malmedy 
M assacre , destruction of D resden, death  of 
R oosevelt, R ussian/A m erican m eeting at the Elbe, 
last days of Hitler and the  su rrender of G erm any. 
Price is $24.95. W rite to: New York University P ress,
70 W ashington S q u are  South, New York, NY 10012- 
1091.

To Win the Winter Sky: Air War Over the Ardennes, 
1944-45, by Danny S. Parker. A compelling narrative 
about the airm en on both sides in the last d esp e ra te  
days of World W ar II. Includes interviews with w ar­
time airm en, 100 rare photos, G erm an MIAs, 
Luftwaffe je ts  and o ther sec re t w eapons, lo sses  in 
m en and aircraft. W rite to; Danny Parker, 139 W est 
Leon Lane, C ocoa B each, Florida 32931.

Shangri-La for W ounded Soldiers: The Greenbrier as 
a World War Army Hospital, by Louis Keefer. A high- 
quality paperback  full of oral history, descriptions of 
the hospital, and persona! glim pses of wartime White 
Sulphur Springs, trie liiiie W est Viryinia lowii iridl did 
so  m uch to help the hospital’s  mission succeed . The 
author sp en t two y ea rs  transcribing the sto ries of 
people who had known the  hospital intimately. Price
io  P.'IO n c  <P.O OH a n d  \A/rl+o fn -l o  p i u o  o n i p y n i ^

COTU Publishing, PO  Box 2160, R eston, Virginia 
22090-0160.

f  I r ^ T  T T fc 'T ’T  TT-* ¥ A T T / ^ ¥ ^ f  ff x u r  1 u i v i L r /
Lost, Strayed , or Stolen?
If you would like lo replace the "Ruptured Duck" which was 
presented to all returning to civilian life after WW II, please 
write to: U.S. Army Reserve Center, ATTN: DARP-PAS- 
EAW, 9700 Page Blvd., St. Louis, MO 63132. It takes about 
eight months to receive the replacement; however, the process 
can he speeded up if you will send a copy of your discharge 
papers. You must have served between September 8, 1939, and 
December 31, 1946, to be eligible for a free replacement.

FINALLY!
..a m em orial for W orld W ar II V eterans.

Representative Marcy Kaptur (D-OH) sponsored legislation for 
the construction o f a WWIl Memorial in December 1987, which 
was finally passed May 1993. Scheduled for completion in 
2000, the memorial will be dedicated November 11-Veterans 
Ilav

1995-96 EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
N O M r N A T l O N S

VBOB Past Presidents and N om inating  C om m ittee , chaired by 
Im m ediate  Past President William P. Taym an, p resen t the 
following nom inations for VBO B's 1 9 9 5 -9 6  Executive 
Council:

President: Stanley A . W ojtusik, Sr.
Executive Vice President: G eorge C. Linthicum 

Vice President, M em bership: Neil B. T hom pson 
Vice President, C h ap te r C oordination: G rover C. Twiner 

Vice President, Military Affairs: Elturino L. Loiacono 
Treasurer: Peter F. Leslie, ]r.

C orresponding Secretary; D orothy S. Davis 
Recording Secretary: Beverley V anH outen  

Trustees (3  y ear term ):
Fredrick R. Carm ichael 

Louis C unningham  
Richard C. Schlenker

Official election will take place during the  S ep tem ber 6 ,
1 9 9 5 , general m em bership  m eeting  o f the  VBOB in San 
A n ton io , Texas. Elected officers will assum e th e ir duties on 
D ecem ber 1, 1 9 9 5 .

HELPING DEAR ABBY
VBOB Charter Member and Trustee Neil Thompson has been 
diligently trying to solve a puzzle which appeared in the 
February 3, 1995, "Dear Abby" column of The Capital of 
Odenton, Maryland. The column read:

Dear Abby: I was a demolition specialist in the V9th 
Division that held the northern shoulder in the Battle o f the 
Bulge.

Around January 20, 1945, our supply lines had been re 
established, and we were on the offensive again. The next 
village had been taken, and I.w as clearing the road of 
mines so our tanks could move up, when shells began to 
fall nearby. I took refuge in a bombed-out building, where 
I fould a New Testament opened to Psalms 20. There were 
two bloody thumbprints on the pages. Evidently, the 
soldier had been reading the Bible when the medics picked 
him up.

An Inscription in front says, ‘From the Young People of 
Cyclone Union Church.' Abby, 1 have tried for years to 
find a community called Cyclone, but have been 
unsuccessful. If anyone reading this knows of a Cyclone 
Union Church that existed in the "40s, please contact me. 
Someday, whether here on earth or in heaven, 1 will meet 
that veteran and return this Bible to him.—E. G. Jackson 

Abby advised Mr. Jackson of the Cyclone in Pennsylvania. If 
any of you can help, please write to: E. G. Jackson, 6135 
Indigo, Houston, Texas 77074.

Thanks, Neil, for being so caring of your fellow veterans. We 
are glad to help too.
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REUNIONS
3RD ARMORED DIVISION, 32ND ARMORED REGIMENT, COMPANY
D, October 6-8. 1995, Sheraton World. Orlando, Florida. Contact: Dale 
Daubenmeyer, I I 12 Beacon Road #180, Lakeland, Florida 33803. Telephone: 
813-688-6204.

7TH ARMORED DIVISION. September 7-10, 1995, Colorado Springs, 
Colorado. Contact: Glenn Fackler, Sr., 23218 Springbrook Drive, Farmington 
Hills, Michigan 48336.

8TII FIELD ARTILLERY OBSERVATION BATTALION, October 6-8,
1995, Holiday Inn Holidome, Tulsa, Oklahoma. Contact; Les Bushman, 666 
West Germantown Pike. Plymouth Meeting, Pennsylvania 19462.

1ITII ARMORED DIVISION. September 10-13, 1995, San Diego. Contact: 
Duane Mahlen. 11542 Harrisburg Road, Los Alamitos, California 90720. 
Telephone: 310-596-4363.

30TII INFANTRY DIVISION. August 30-September 3, 1995. 
Leonard Wilkerson. PO Box 2049, Malakoff, Texas 75148-2049.

Contact:

36TII CAVALRY RECONNAISSANCE SQUADRON, IIT II CAVALRY 
GROUP, TROOP C. September 28-30, 1995. Contact: Robert C. Hess, 425 
South Lorraine Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90020. Telephone: 213-939-1639.

78TII INFANTRY DIVISION. October 27-29. 1995. Plaza Hotel. Killeen, 
Texas. Contact: Charlence O. Simank, Route 2. Box 2608. Kempner, Texas 
76539. Telephone: 817-547-3282.

I06TII INFANTRY DIVISION, September 7-9, 1995, Lake Buena Vista. 
Florida. Contact: Ted Slaby, 1103 Arbor Glen Circle, Winter Springs, Florida 
32708 Telephone: 407-695-6164.

I28TH AAA GUN BATFALION, September 14-16, 1995. Holiday Inn. 
Manitowoc, Wisconsin. Contact: George Koch. 246 Cayuga Avenue, Elmhurst. 
Illinois 60126-4505. Telephone: 708-279-6999.

277TH FIELD ARTILLERY BA ITALION, September 7-8. 1995, Anderson, 
Indiana. Contact: John T. Edwards, 8401 West Bethel Avenue. Muncie, Indiana 
47304. Telephone: 317-759-6037.

2851II FIELD ARTILLERY OBSERVATION BATFALION. September 21- 
23. 1995. Pittsburgh. Pennsylvania. Contact: K. N. Baumgartel. 1571 
Nottingham Road. Charleston. West Virginia 25314.

296H I ENGINEER COMBAT BATFALION, September 26-28. 1995, Fort 
Leonard Wood. Missouri. Contact: Robert T. Williams. 61 Cedar Street, 
Newington. Connecticut 06111-2632. -

398TII ENGINEER BATTALIONrSeptember 8-9, 1995, Hilton. Inn. Orlando, 
Florida. Contact: Robert Gibson. PO Box 398. Wauchula. Florida 33873. 
Telephone: 813-773-4545.

482ND AAA AW BN (SP), September !7-October 1, 1995, Williamsburg, 
Virginia. Contact: Chuch Gregorovich, 908 Williams Street. St. Marys, Ohio 
45885-1562.

583RD AMBULANCE COMPANY. September 14-15, 1995, Sheraton Hotel, 
Atlantic City West New Jersey. Contact: William H. Smoyer, 109 Rockwood 
Road. Newtown Square. Pennsylvania 19073. Telephone: 609-272-0700.

745TII TANK BATTALION. September 8-10, 1995, Oakbrook. Illinois. 
Contact: Bud Spencer. 760 Glen Avenue, Marsailles, Illinois 61341.

750TII TANK BATFALION, COM PAN\’ D, October 19-21. 1995. Branson. 
Missouri. Contact: Valerie Brown. Route 3, Box 147Aa, Mountain Home. 
Arkansas 72653. Telephone: 501-491-5937.

945TII FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION, October 5-8, 1995. Holiday Inn, 
Athens Georgia. Contact: Bill Gosgrover. Route I Box 196, Arnoldsville,

1056TH ENGINEER PC&R GROUP, September 22-23, 1995, Savannah, 
Georgia. Contact: Thomas E. Finnegan, 420 South Webster Avenue, Scranton, 
Pennsylvania 18505. Telephone: 717-344-6966.

1252ND ENGINEER COMBAT BATTALION, September 20-24, 1995, Red 
Lion Hotel, Austin, Texas. Contact: Don Sperry, 1807 - 36th Street NW #D, 
Rochester, Minnesota 55901.

VII CORPS HE.\DQUARTERS. October 11-14, 1995, Red Lion Sacramento 
Inn, Sacramento, California. Contact: Art McGown, 6157 Beckwourth Way, 
Oroville, California 95966. Telephone: 916-589-2578.

SIIAEF & HQ, ETOUSA, October 6-9, 1995, Holiday Inn O’Hare, Chicago, 
Illinois. Contact: Alan F. Reeves, 2301 Broadway, San Francisco, California 
94115. Telephone: 415-921.8322.

Georgia 30619. Telephone: 207-742-7331.

HELP! HELP! HELP!
We received a desperate call for help from Clifford G. Am sler, 
Jr., A ssistant D irector for M edical Records o f  the N ational 
Personnel Records C enter in St. Louis. He asked that we assist 
in setting the record straight with respect to the reported "lost" 
m ilitary records being found.

10,000,000 ’’L O S T " M IL IT A R Y  R E C O R D S  
H A V E N O T  B EEN  FO U N D

The Records C enter very m uch regrets the confusion and m is­
understandings that have occurred as a result o f  these reports. 
The fire which destroyed so m any m ilitary records on July 12, 
1973, destroyed the m ajor portion o f  records o f  arm y m ilitary 
personnel for the period 1912 through 1959 and th e re  w ere  no 
dup lica tes.

M any veterans had filed claim s w ith the D epartm ent o f 
V eterans Affairs (VA) before 1973, w ith the result that their 
original m edical records w ere loaned to  the VA. Therefore, 
these records were not destroyed in the fire. If the records were 
in the Records C enter on July 12, 1973, and stored in the area 
where the fire occurred, it is probable that they were destroyed. 
The Records C enter can verify hospitalization and som e types o f  
outpatient treatm ent from alternate records sources; how ever, the 
m edical records cannot be reconstructed from these sources.

The Records C enter has been flooded with requests as a result 
o f  these reportings and they have asked that we help them in 
advising our m em bers.

THE LOST -NOT FOUND
The items which were found at the St. Louis observances have 
never been claim ed by their owners. They were: 84th Infantry 
Division baseball cap, two um brellas; tw o pair o f  prescription 
glasses; one m an’s leather glove, ladies Isotoner gloves and a 
pocket knife. All you need to do is describe the article and we 
will put it in the mail to you.

In 40  hours I shall be in battle, with little information, and on the 
spur o f  the moment w ill have to make m ost momentous decisions. 
But I believe that one*s spirit enlarges with responsibility and  
that, with G od's help, I shall make them and make them right. 

GENERAL GEORGE PATTON
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The legacy of the GI generation
N ow an d  for m on ths to  com e, m uch  o f 

th e  w o rld  c a n  c e le b r a te  th e  
ach ievem en ts o f th e  g en era tio n  o f 
m en  an d  w om en w ho fought o r  e n ­

d u red  W orld W ar II. I t  w as a  fam ous victory 
for o u r side, an d  th e  A m ericans, th e  B ritish  
and  th e  R ussians o f  a c e rta in  age deserve  
th e se  g a rlan d s  o f p ra ise  an d  thanks. B ut 
enough  is enough.

It seem s sign ifican t to  m e th a t in  th e  U n it­
ed S tates, th e  po litica l d e b a te  o f  th e  m om ent 
is abou t th e  cost o f  M edicaid , a p rogram  
tim ed  to rew ard  an d  p ro tec t th e  GI g e n e ra ­
tion. A nd th e  m ost pow erftil lobby in  th e  
country , th e  A m erican  A ssociation  o f R e ­
t i r e d  P e r s o n s ,w a s  r e a l ly  c r e a te d  a s  a n  
in s t i tu t io n a liz a tio n  o f t h a t  g e n e ra tio n .

They lived in  ex trao rd in a ry  tim es and  d id  
g re a t things, as d id  th e i r  fa thers, th e  g e n e ra ­
tion  ce le b ra ted  in  a  new  book by David 
F rom kin  o f  B oston U niversity , “ In th e  T im e 
o f th e  A m ericans — T h e  G enera tion  T h a t 
C hanged A m erica’s R o le in  th e  W orld.”

In F ro m k in ’s defin ition , th a t g en e ra tio n  is 
sym bolized an d  w as led  by th e  g re a te s t o f 
them , F ran k lin  D. R o o sev e lt “B om  in  th e  
1880s,” h e  w rites, “F D R  and  h is  p e e rs  w ere  
old enough  to  fight in  th e  F ir s t  W orld W ar 
an d  to  com m and in  th e  S econd .” T rue.

A nd th e  g en e ra tio n  o f  R oosevelt, H arry  S. 
T rum an , G eorge C. M arshall an d  D w ight E i­
senhow er, w ere  also  v/ise enough  and  gener-

/«Vti1rlr^r« onH o llto c

th e  GI Bill an d  th e  M arshall P lan , rew ard in g  
com bat and  su ffering  w ith  th e  too ls to  bu ild  
a b e tte r  world.

B ut rem em ber, too, th a t th e  GI g en era tio n  
kicked o u t th e  com m and g en e ra tio n  th e  firs t 
chance  they  g o t

A Navy lie u te n a n t fVt?m B oston ra n  for 
C ongress in  1946 w ith th e  slogan “T he  N ew  
G enera tion  O ffers a L ead e r.” F o u rte e n  y ears  
la te r , th a t lieu ten n n t, Jo h n  F. K ennedy, w as 
run n in g  for p re s id e n t a s  a  D em ocrat against 
a R epub lican , R ich ard  N ixon, w ho had  also 
b een  a young l ie u te n a n t in  th e  Pacific.

Richard 
Reeves

Syndicated 
Columnist 
May 14, 1995

T he GI g en era tio n  w en t on  to  hold  th a t po­
litical pow er for a n o th e r 32 years. T he sym­
bolism  o f  th e  p res id en cy  passing  dow n from 
th e  W orld W ar II ’s su p rem e  com m ander, E i­
senhow er, in  1952 to  th e  youngest lieu ten an t 
in th e  Navy, G eorge B ush, in  1988 te lls  a 
g rea t d ea l ab o u t th e  U n ited  S ta tes  and  its 
view  o f th e  w orld over those  decades.

T he m ind re e ls  in w o n d er an d  adm ira tion  
a t th e  though t th a t  an  Army lie u te n a n t from 
those  days, R o b ert Dole, m ight g rab  th e  gold 
ring  fo r h is g en e ra tio n  for a n o th e r  e igh t 
years.

T hey w ere  a  m ighty bunch , a  m ighty oak 
th a t h as  sh ad ed  o r  stu n ted  th e  genera tions 
Iryiiig to gitiw  u n d e r  th e i r  canopy o f  sac ri­
fice, b ravery  and  trium ph . T hey p ersev ered  
and  u ltim ate ly  w on th e i r  ideological struggle 
w ith th e i r  d isag reeab le  a llies  o f  th e  Soviet 
U nion — though  p a r t  o f  th e  p ric e  o f  victory 
w as th e  c rip p lin g  o f  th e ir  ch ild ren  (o r p e r­
haps th e  nation  itself) in V ietnam .

N oth ing  and  no  one  seem ed  to  grow  very 
tall a f te r  them .

T he in-betw een, s ile n t g en era tio n , the  
A m ericans w ho grew  up  in  th e  1950s, d id  
w onderfu lly  w eii fo r them selves — because  
th e re  w ere  so few o f them  p ro d u ced  by th e  
low b ir th -ra te s  o f  W orld W ar II and  th e  
G rea t D ep ression  befo re  ii  — b u i couid no t 
even m anage to  p ro d u ce  a single p re s id e n t 
W alter M ondale, M ichael D ukakis, Jack  
K em p, M ario Cuom o — no n e  m ade i t

T he  baby boom ers, th e  g en era tio n  bom  
a fte r  th e  GIs cam e hom e to  w ives an d  sub­

urbs, could no t b reak  th e  po litical hold o f the  
w ar genera tion  until 1992, w hen  Bill C linton, 
a V ietnam  w ar p ro tester, won over B ush w ith 
ju s t 43 p e rcen t o f the  vote. C linton was, he 
said, an ti-au tho rita rian  — and  so is m uch of 
his cadre. They doub t them selves.

N ew sw eek colum nist Jo e  K lein, a  p e e r  o f 
th e  p residen t, w ondered  recen tly  w hether 
anyone o f th e ir  genera tion  deserved  to 
govern because th e ir  com m on life e x p e ri­
ence  was so th in  com pared w ith  th e  g en e ra ­
tions th a t survived th e  G reat D epression  and  
World W ar II.

T ha t is qu ite  a question. F rom kin  en d s  his 
book w ith th e  collapse o f th e  Soviet U nion 
and w ith an  unfia ttering  co n tras t betw een  
R oosevelt’s tim e and  genera tion  and  o u r 
own:

“T he U nited  S tates th a t w as person ified  by 
R oosevelt thrived on challenges, and  had  
lea rned  from  th e  p re s id en t to  try  to do  w hat 
o thers said  w as im possible. H ad  FD R  been  
told over d in n e r  by am bassadors from for­
m er Soviet bloc coun tries th a t they  w ere  u n ­
ab le  to  find th e  A m erican financing  n eed ed  
to reco n s tm c t them selves as constitu tional 
dem ocracies, h e  would have th row n back h is 
head  and  roared  w ith laughter. ‘Come by my 
office tom orrow  m orning,’ h e  w ould have 
said , ‘and w e’ll take care  o f i t ’ ”

Maybe. B ut FU K  can ’t  he lp  now, and  n e i­
th e r  can  nostalgia about fam ous victories.

W hen th is  golden ann iversary  party  ends, 
it will be  tim e for the  re s t o f u s  to  grow  u p  
and take  a new  look a t th e  w orld  as  it  really  
is. It’s o u r w orld now!

Reprinted from

Submitted by John McAuliffe 
Central Massachusetts Chapter

Luncheon was held by National VBOB and Delaware Valley Chapter at Ft. 
Myers O fficer’s Club on 13 June 1995 to honor Brig. G en. DeSmet or Belgium  
and M inister Munchen or Luxembourg for their many contributions to the 
Veterans o f the Battle o f  Bulge program s. L-R BGen. DeSm et, Grover  
Twiner, Pres. VBOB, Luxem bourg Ambassador Bern, Belgium Ambassador 
Adams, .Minister Munchen.

MORALE
Yesterday morning US troops occupied a red house in Vic 

(K)6762 while the Germans, including Capt Geisel, CO of CT 
Geisel, hid in a white house a hundred yards down the road. 
Geisel felt aggressive and wanted to Uirow the Americans out of 
the red house. One of tlie men realizing that the Capt had his 
fighting spirits bolstered unduly by a half bottle of a Schnaps tried 
to dissuade him. “ Nothing to it”  said tlie Capt. He ordered a 
counterthrust under his personal leadership, rallied his two 
messengers and a straggler around him, and with the command 
“ Charge!”  he took off. The three others preferred to wait and 
surrendered when Geisel was riddled by bullets from the red 
house. Asked whetlier Capt Geisel died for the Fuhrer, PW said, 
“ No, he died for Schnaps!”  Said the PW; “ Did they waste 
ammunition on him!”
Sourcc: VIII Corps
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World War II Reminiscences

^  Relief o f Bastogne
ColonelTlionias D. Gillis,
USA Retired

It was December 19, 1944, the third day o f the German drive 
into the Ardennes. General Eisenhower had summoned his senior 
com m anders to the 12th Army G roup’s rear headquarters in 
Verdun. After a discussion o f several plans o f attack, the decision 
was m ade and Eisenhow er asked Patton when he could start. 
Patton said that he could attack tlie morning o f December 21st 
witli three divisions. Tliis in spite o f the fact that Third Army was 
engaged 150 m iles to tlie southeast. Patton, upon given the 
go-ahead for tlie 22nd, reached for the field telephone, cranked the 
handle, and was connected with LUCKY FORW ARD. W hen one 
o f his staff officers answ ered all Patton said was, “ Put Plan A into 
effect!”  W ithin the hour the Reserve Command (CC-R) o f the 4th 
Armored Division was on the road northward.

The march o f the 4th Armored Division o f 151 miles, starting in 
the southeast from Eenetrange in Erench Lorraine to Vaux-les- 
Rosieres in Belgium was made in 19 hours and was the longest 
made by a division. Third Army moved its front 90 degrees with a 
speed tliat astonished tlie Germans. I was tlien LTC, the deputy 
comm ander of the CC-R (the reserve command). Efforts o f CC-R 
to contact tlie 101st Airborne Division by radio had been fruitless, 
so on D ecem ber 21st 1 volunteered to drive into Bastogne to 
determ ine the situation first hand and learn what supplies the 
101st needed most. Arriving at the C.P. o f tlie 101st I reported in 
to BG Antliony C. M cAuliffe, Asst. Div. Comdr., who was acting 
commander, and LTC (later Lt. General) Hairy W.O. Kinnard, the 
G-3 of tlie Division. 1 also had a  reunion with LTC Hank Cherry, 
C.O. o f the 3rd Tk. B., 9th Armd. D iv., a W est Point (1935) 
classmate o f mine. Having determined that the 101st was in dire 
need of medical supplies and ammunition primarily, I was about 
to take my leave. I told Gen. M cAuliffe that I had to get back to 
apprise my people o f tlie problems.

In response 1 was told, “ How are you going to do tliat? We are 
surrounded!”

I replied, “ The same way I got in here. I am going to drive 
back!”  As we left Uie perim eter defenses, 1 told my jeep driver, 
Harry Moritz, a gung-ho lad fron Chicago, to put the pedal to the 
metal and not to stop for any tiling. Witli my carbine cradled in my 
arms and our backs bent low in tli'e jeep, tlie forest was a blur of 
green as we sped soutliward. No one fu-ed at us, although I saw 
some figures vaguely in tlie background. Apparently the Germans 
figured we w ere tlie po in t o f a larger force and planned on 
ambushing the main body. They waited for a  better target. We 
later learned that we had gone through the lines o f tlie German 5th 
Parachute D ivision. As soon as my report reached 4th Armd 
Division headquarters tliat tlie 101st had lost its collecting station, 
along with m ost o f its surgeons and medics, and that it was in dire 
need o f am m unition, die division G-4, LTC Bem ie Knestrick, 
started planning the com position o f the relief column for the 101st 
Abn. Div. At 0600 hours on D ecember 22nd, CC-A and CC-B 
started tlie drive to Bastogne, pushing to Bumon and Martelange 
respectively . It w as tha t day the G eneral Patton issued his 
Christmas prayer: M iraculously, starting on D ecem ber 23, and 
con tinu ing  to the 27 th , there w as a b reak  in the w eather. 
C hristm as Eve 1944 w as bitterly  cold, as the therm om eter 
plunged below zero. The gently rolling hills and snow covered 
patches o f pine woods just soutli o f Bastogne glistened under a 
brilliant full moon, aiid one could imagine tlie Star o f Bethlehem 
among tlie m yriads o f  stars gleam ing in a cloudless sky. The
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R eserve  C om m and  w as o rd e red  a t tw o o ’clock  C hris tm as 
morning to pull out o f  the line on the east flank o f tlie Eourth 
A rm ored  D iv is io n  an d  m arch  from  B ig o n v ille  around  the 
d iv ision ’s rear to its w est flank at B ercheaux, preparatory to 
launching a  surprise attack north to relieve the beleaguered 101st 
A irborne D ivision surrounded in Bastogne. In spite o f the beauty 
o f tlie night and tlie brillance o f the moon, the 30 miles were 
torture for tlie G .I.’s who were poorly equipped for such biting 
cold. Even though I w ore m ittens sewn from  three thickness o f a 
GI blanket and fleece lined boots, I could feel my hands and feet 
getting frostbitten. Every time the colum n stopped mom entarily 
we w ould all dism ount from our vehicles and double time in place 
trying to restore the circulation in our feet. But, in spite o f this, 
many o f us had our hands and feet frostbitten.

At a sudden stop in tlie colum n. Col. W endell Blanchard, the 
C.O. o f CC-R was projected throrough the windshield o f his jeep  
ju s t in front o f  me. W ith g reat d ifficulty  because o f my stiff 
fingers, I w as able to rem ove his helm et and w ork his head back 
between the shards o f glass w ithout his suffering any m ore cuts. 
He refused m edical attention until 0600 that morning when the 
comm and surgeon sew ed up his neck and forehead at our new 
C.P. at Bercheaux, w hile he issued his verbal attach order up the 
B astogne corridor. T he last 16 m iles into B astogne were the 
toughest the 4th A.D. ever fought.

The exploits o f LTC C reighton Abrams and his 37th Tank Bn., 
and his side-kick, LTC “ Jigger”  Jaques, C.O. o f the 53rd Anti 
Tank Bn., in blasting their way into Batogne are well docum ented 
by historians. In succession , the R eserve C om m and captured 
V aux-les-R osieres, N ives, and Rem oiville. C haum ont changed 
hands three times. Rem icham pagne was cleared by noon. They 
charged Assennois with all guns firing, and the tankers moved in 
under the barrage o f four friendly artillery battalions. The final 
attack jum ped o ff early the next morning as tanks and halftracks 
charged into Clochim ont. O ur tanks then burst through the outer 
defenses o f the 101st A irborne before the Germans could react. 
The road was open at 1645 hours D ecem ber 26th.

At 0200 hours the next m orning I led the relief colum n of 
doctors, n u rses , and  som e 200 am bulances and trucks into 
B astogne. M ission  accom plished , the three days and nights 
without sleep took their toll, and I collapsed in my sleeping bag. 
Wlien I aw oke tliat afternoon, I glanced out o f the window and 
saw that the large building across the street had been reduced to a 
pile o f rubble w hile I slept soundly. Harry Kinnard and I were 
boyhood playm ates a t the Presidio o f M onterey. He wrote to me 
later, “ I was w orried as hell about how  you would fare dodging 
krauts on the way back to Arlon. But our needs were so desperate 
that I w ouldn’t have tried to dissuade you even if I could. I only 
wish I had seen you to thank you when you arived with the m anna 
from heaven. But if  late is better than never, let m e say all these 
years later— from  tlie bottom  o f m y heart —  THA NK S FOR 
Y O U R  S U P E R B  D E L IV E R IN G  O F  T H E  L IF E S A V IN G  
GOODS! W ELL D O N E!”  (his caps.)

LT C  C re igh ton  A braham s, w ho later becam e a  four star 
general, com m anding the 37th Tank B attalion, o f  the CC-R, 
followed through w ith tlie initial break through. M ajor General 
Maxwell D. Taylor, w ho also later becam e a  four-star general, 
comm anding tlie 101st Airborne, d idn’t get back until the whole 
thing was over.

Colonel Gillis is a distinguished retired career Army officer who won two Silver 
Stars for his bravery, the Legion of Merit, Purple Heart, Bronze Star, Air Medal, 
and the Combat Infantryman’s Badge (unusual for an officer of the Armored 
Branch). In 1958 he was in command of a Missile Command in Italy equipped 
with the Honest John and Corporal missiles. He is in the process of writing a 
remarkable book entitled Sabers And Spurs— Vignettes In The Life O f A 
Cavalryman, which he has been working on for the past two years. He is a national 
leader within the Sons of the American Revolution. His family has a remarkable 
history of military service to the country dating from the Revolutionary War. 
Thomas Gillis is a Life Member of VBOB.
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-V Official VBOB Items For Sale

Dixon Poo)«, National Quartermaster 
Veterans of the Battle of the Bulge

Name Tags 
$9.50 ea.

1. Official VBOB Patch
3‘ ........................................................................S4.50ea.
3* w /clutch........................................................S6.00 ea.
4 3/4’ ..................................................................S6.00 ea.
4 3/4’ w /clu tch .................................................$8.00 ea.

2. Decals - VBOB Logo
4‘ ........................................................................$1.25ea.
4‘ windshield.....................................................31.25 6 0 .
1 1/8 'sticker.........................................................B/Sl.OO

3. S’ X 10'VBOB Color Logo
for fram ing................................................................S4.50ea.

4. Hats: Baseball style - one size fits
ail w/VBOB p a tc h ..................................................310.00 ea.
Scrambled eggs, gold or silver a d d ..............33.00 per cap

5. VBOB Lapel Pin/Tie Tac w /clu tch ...........................34.25 ea.
6. VBOB Neck Medallion w/30‘ ribbon ....................$25.00 ea.
7. Coming July 1 - Official VBOB Mini M eda!............$8.50 ea.

Specicii. Boy VBOB Neck Medollion ond Mini
Medal togettier as set and p a y ............................$30.00 pr.

8. VBOB T-Shirts: M, L, SX, XXL....................................S 13.00 ea.
9. VBOB Belt Buckle: Gold only.................................$14,50 ea,

10. VBOB Bola Tie: Gold oniy......................................$14,50 ea.
11. Regulation Full Size Medals to replace those lost

or not issued (caii for q u o te )..............................320.00 & up
12. Regulation Miniature Medals mounted &. ready

to wear. No charge for m ouniiny.......................33.50 & up

License Plates 
$21.50 ea.

13. Regulation campaign and service ribbons 
w/campaign stars & oak leaf clusters;
Mounted and ready to w ear.............................. 31.25 & up

14. Tapes (VHS) The Damned Engineers'
......................................................................... $24.50 ea.

15. Regulation Division p a tc h e s .................................. $4.50 ea.
...................................................... We have all pcrtchesl

16. Cloissanet Pins of Division patches
for wearing on caps and lapels.............................$3.50 ea.

3 for $10.00
17. Windbreaker w/officiai VBOB 4‘ p a tc h ......................$28.50

S, M, L, XL (add $3.00 for XXL & XXXL)
18. VBOB Golf shirt w/logo, 100% cotton

S, M, L XI - XXL add $3,00............................................ $22.50
19. VBOB Sweatshirt, white or gray w/10' VBOB logo.....$22.50
20. Battle of the Bulge Commemorative

Meda! S e t............................................... Reduced to  $26,00
21. Normandy Invasion Anniversary Pin.....Reduced $3,50 ea.

............................................................................ 3/$10.00
Name Plates (Tags) 3 Lines.................................... $9.50 ea.
Front License Piate complete wit!'! frame 
and protective co v e r.......................................... 321.50 wu.
Dog Tags. 3 Lines.............. .................................... 39.50 or.

22.

9/1

Make check payable to: 
Mail order to:

P lease allow 3  to
5  w eek s for deliver

The VBOB Quartermastef 
The Militaty Shop
9635 W. Peoria Ave. Peoria, AZ 85345 
(800) 544-9275 (for credit card orders) 
or 602- 979-0535 FAX 602-979-6711

Arizona Residents please add 
7% State Sales Tax.

N ote:C redit Card 
Orders - $ 2 5 .0 0  Min.

Name
Address

QTY ITEM PRICE TOTAL

Credit Card # 

S ignature____

□  MC D A M X  n V lS A  

Expires ____/ _____ /  ____

SHIPPING & HANDUNG $4.00 
T o ta l_________
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COME AND OBSERVE THE END OF WORLD WAR 
II WITH THE MEN WITH WHOM YOU SERVED IN 
THE GREATEST BATTLE IN AMERICAN 
HISTORY. Details in this issue. Make plans now to 
attend this memorable event.

O FFIC IA L US.C ONLY

D o  n o t  * f ' l e  - it)O v p  t h i s  I m p

Name

• ------------------------------ D e t a c h  a n d  M a i l -------------------------------------------------------------------------------

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
VETERANS OF THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE 
P.O. Box 11129, A rlington, Virginia 22210-2129  

Annual D u es $15

I I New Member Q  Renewal - Member« __________

_____________________B irthdate______________________ ______________

Address . 

City____ . Stale _

. Phone ( ) 

________Zip____

All new  members, please provide the following information:

Campaigns________________________________________________________________

Units(s) to which assigned during period December 16, 1944-January 25, 1945 - Division,

Regiment_____________________________________________ Battalion___________

Company_______________________________________________Other ____________

M ake check o r  m oney order f>ayable to VBOll
luui m ail Hilh this api>licalion to above luU ress. Applicants Signature

O FFIC IA L  U S E  O N LY

Do not write above this line
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