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i f lo n u m e n t  C o m m is i§ io n

This will be my last message to you as President of the Veterans of the Battle of the 
Bulge. I would like to thank you for the privilege of having served as your president and to 
assure you that the reins are being delivered to the capable hands of George Linthicum. George 
will, I am sure, do a spendid job.

One privilege I recently enjoyed was representing VBOB before the World W ar II 
Monument Commission and herewith follows my testimony.

It is indeed a privilege to appear before you  
this a fternoon in m y position"as P resident o f  the 
Veterans o f  the Battle o f  the Bulge.

We are veterans o f  World War I I  who fough t 
and won the largest land battle ever fo u g h t by the 
American Arm y—a battle fough t by 600,000American 
men and women from  D ecember 16, 1944, to January
25, 1945, in the snow, sleet and freezing  rain in the 
Ardennes Forest o f  Belgium and Luxembourg.

It was a battle fo u g h t not only against bitter 
weather, but against Adolph Hitler's fanatical SS troops

m m

and the German Wehrmacht. I t was a battle fough t and  
won despite heavy odds, but win it we did.

I  am here before you today—alm ost 53 years 
after that battle forfreedom , to speakfor our members 
in support o f  a lasting memorial—here in America— 
that not only honors those who fough t in the Ardennes 
and in Europe—but to honor the thirteen m illion  
American men and women who fough t and won battles 
great and sm all around the globe.

The men and women who endured brutality 
(Continued on Page 3.)
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Maj. Gen. Robert H. Scales, Jr., Comman
dant of the U.S. Army War College, David 
F. Nicholas, President of the Southcentral 
Pennsylvania Chapter, and National Presi
dent, Stan Wojtusik unveil the monument 
September 17th.
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ĉ ife Lake, Ml 49633

GREAT LAKES (XXI)
(Upper Michigan-Wisconsin)
Gregory C. Walker 715-732-2957 
523 Terrace Ave 
Marinette Wl 54K 3

•M ISSISSIPPI 
■MISSISSIPPI (XXX II)
•James W Hunt 601-328-8959
2502 Magnolia Cir 
Columbus, MS 39701-1912

•MISSOURI*
GATEWAY (XXV)
W Kent Stephens 618-344-1616 
107 BIjffview Lane 
Collinsville. II 622o4

*NEW JERSEY*
NEW JERSEY (XII)
Anthony W. Andnoki 201-667-9363 
33 Clover St.
Nutley, NJ 07110

•NEW YORK*
CENTRAL NEW YORK (II)
Jam es DePalma 315-457-0599
104 Saslon Park Dr 
Liverpool, NY 13083-6450

MOHAWK VALLEY (XXVIII)
FhillipD Thron 315-336-0448
4542 Circle Dr 
Rome, NY 13440

HUDSON VALLEY (IXL)
Francis Miner 518-279-9154
618 Bainswick Rd 
Troy, NY 12180-6904

STATEN ISLAND (Lll) 
j3 h n R  Capano
13 Parkwood Ave 
Staten island, NY 10309

718-948-2615

*NORTH CAROLINA*
NORTH CAROLINA (IX)
William R Strickland 910-697-8295 
R D. #3, Box #514
Dunn, NC 28334

•NORTH DAKOTA- 
NORTH DAKOTA (XX)
George K Peterson 701-363-2488 
R R 2, Bex 107 
McClusky, ND 58463-95S2

•OHIO^
BLANCHARD VALLEY (XLII)
Man/in A Russel 419-423-8530
2521 Springmill Rd 
Findlay, OH 45840-2861

BUCKEYE (XXIX)
Milan A Rolik 
1278 Culpepper Dr 
Akron, OH 44313-6840

330-867-2061

GEN. DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER 
(XXXV)
Howard W Spillman, Jr. 419-673-0812 
PO Box 143 
Kenton, OH 43326

NORTH COAST OHIO (XXXVI)
Don Ratliff 216-731-3744
23701 Hartland Ave 
Euclid, Oh 44123-2439

•PENNSYLVANIA^ 
DELAWARE VALLEY (IV)
Thomas F Jones 215-535-4563
1837 E Venango St 
Philadelphia, PA 19134-1521

SUSQUEHANNA (XIX)
Ms. Clara Gustin 
230 Crown Ave.
Scranton, PA 18505-2016

717-342-8496

WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA (XIV)
Ira Harold Musnug 412-593-2652 
RD 4 Box 138 
Latrobe, PA 15650

OHIO VALLEY (XXXI)
JohnV  Miller, Jr. 412-84*5-9776
20 Old Oak Dr S
Beaver Falls. PA 15010-3022

SOUTHCENTRAL
(XLV)
David F Nicholas 
843 Hillaire Rd 
Lancaster, PA 17601

PENNSYLVANIA

717-898-2036

•RHODE ISLAND*
RHODE ISLAND (XXIV)
William Gaynor 401-437-1297
PO Box 164
Warren, Rhode Island 02885

-SOUTH CAROLINA- 
SOUTH CAROLINA (VII)
Robert J Mitchell 803-552-5040
7737 Linsley St 
Charleston, SC 29418-3229

•TEXAS*
GREATER HOUSTON (XXVl)
Jam es C. Burtner 713 783-6149 
10312 Briar Forest Dr 
Houston, TX 77042-2407

EAST TEXAS (XXXVII)
Roy H Freeman &:)3-581-1410
4812 Chad Drive 
Tyler, TX 75703

ALAMO (XLVI)
John Hamilton 
9606 Tioga Drive 
San Antonio, TX 78269-19<;)4

(512-696-1904)

LONE STAR (L)
Chauncy L Harris 
PO Box 112474 
Carrollton. TX 75011-2474

•VERMONT-NEW HAMPSHIRE-f MINI:- 
TRI-STATE-VERMONT. NEW 

HAMPSHIRE. MAINE (XVll)
F?oger Desjardins 603-J-32-6420
4 Forest Park Est 
Jeffrey NH 03452

•VIRGINIA- 
NORTHERN VIRGINIA (XV)
Eva M Popovich 703-J21-5793
1600 S Eads St #1218*South 
Ariington. VA 22202-2905

CRATER (XLIII)
W, Baxter Perkinson 
9441 W. River Rd 
Matoaca, VA 23803-1019

804-^90-1185

•WASHINGTON- 
NORTHWEST (VI)
Luther S Winsor 2ft>-857-5050
12705 95th Avenue, NW 
Gig Hartx)r, WA 98239

•WISCONSIN- 
NORTHERN WISCONSIN (I)
Bob Holster 71S.-8I2-1817
2308 Franklin St 
W ausau, Wl 54401

CONTACT THE CHAPTER IN YOUR 
AREA. YOU WILL BE GLAD YOU DID.

We can help you 
form a chapter 
in your area.
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President’s Message Continued from Page I.
and torture in the Bataan Death March—the Marines who 
fough t and died at the Tennara River o f  Guadalcanal—the 
flyers from  Torpedo Squadron Eight who perished to make 
the victory at M idway possible.

M any o f  those well-known battles have their own 
m onum ents or m em orials in various locations here in 
America, and in the far-flung theaters where they took place.

But it is astonishing to me—and to our members— 
that here in the N ation's Capital there is no monument or 
memorial which calls attention to—and honors—the American 
people who united as one to lead the A llied World to victory 
in World War II.

Believe me, the American people from  December 7, 
1941, to Septem ber 1945, truly were one in their dedication 
to victory and freedom. From “Rosie the R ive ter” to “the 
man behind the man behind the gun,” to the little boys and  
girls who collected tin and iron fo r  the war drives, and the 
parents and grandparents tending victory gardens.

Perhaps I  am telling you what you have heard before- 
-but this idea o f  a lasting memorial honoring those who 
participated in, and won, World War II, is very much on the 
minds and in the hearts o f  our members.

We fo u g h t fo r  the American ideals o f  1941-1945— 
God, country, home, andfamily. The ideas enunciated in our 
Declaration o f  Independence and in our Constitution.

Those ideas—and ideals—are still with us and we 
believe that the planned National World War I I  M emorial

VBOB MONUMENT DEDICATION  
C arlis le  B arracks, Pennsylvania 

S ep tem ber 17, 1997

Attendees at the VBOB Reunion met at Carlisle Barracks, PA 
for the dedication of a monument to all who served in the Battle 
of the Bulge.

The site of the monument was a four acre grove designated 
“Battle of the Bulge Grove.” Plans arc to plant approximately 57 
fir trees in the grove to simulate the forests of the Ardennes. Col. 
Tom Sweeney (Ret.), and his committee of the War College, 
devoted endless hours to the preparations for this day and their 
tireless efforts ensured this prestigious occasion.

Our sincere thanks go to Chapter President Dave Nicholas 
and the South Central Pennsylvania Chapter for their diligent 
efforts in making the reunion a success and also for the bronze 
plaque which was placed on the monument.

The stone for the dedication was donated by Charles R. 
DeChristophcr, Sr., of the DeChristopher Brothers in Philadel
phia. DeChristopher also donated the stone for the VBOB 
memorial in Hyannis, Massachusetts last year.

A R E  Y O U R  D U E S  D U E ?

can keep them alive fo r  future generations. Generations that 
will continue to affirm the words o f  our Pledge o f  Allegiance 
. . . “Liberty and Justice fo r  A ll.”

Just as these words were central to a ll Americans 
h a lf a century ago, we believe that the memory o f  World War
I I  is still central to all Americans who lived in those trying 
times, and who are still with us today.

Sadly, while others have seen m emorials to later 
conflicts given prominent places in our Nation's Capital, and 
deservedly so, the memorials to World War H are in Arlington 
Cemetery and in countless large and sm all cities throughout 
the country.

We are calling upon you to rectify that omission by 
approving the planned World War II  M em orial at the center 
o f  our government— and our great heritage—on the Capital 
M all—on the 7.4 acre site that also includes the world- 
renowned reflecting pool.

I  know some o f  the fin es t m inds—architects, artists, 
historians, etc., etc. —have pondered long and deeply over 
the plans fo r  this monument.

We fe e l  the time fo r  thinking about it, arguing about 
it, meeting about it, and discussing it, is running out. There 
are few er o f  our World War I I  veterans alive each day. Your 
approval o f  the proposed monument will mean much to them  
and to their fam ilies.

VBOB Contributes $10,000 
to WWII Memorial

At the Annual Bani|uet closing the 17* Reunion, President Stan W ojtusik (I ,) pre.senLs 
VBOFis contribution o f  ten thousand dollars toward.'; tlie W W ll M emorial to Col. 
Kevin Kelley (USA), Project Manager Tor tlie m em orial. Col. Kelley O  wa.s introduced 
by Executive Vice President George C. Linthicum  (R).
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

IT’S A SMALL WORLD 
I sure enjoyed your Bulge Bugle of February.

I w as with the 246th Engineer Combat Battalion during the Battle of the 
Bulge on the northern shoulder after liberating many villages in southern 
Linnburg, Holland. While fighting a s  infantry and combat engineers after 
the Bulge. I transferred to the 29th Infantry Division. I will never forget the 
w eather or the buddies I left behind during that campaign. We have 
reunions and taik about it.

My buddies and I have joined the Southern California Chapter of the 
Battle of the Bulge. W e sure had a great time in Whittier, California, in 
D ecem ber and are  looking forward to our next chapter reunion December
7, 1997.

W e are getting more of the 246th Combat Engineer Battalion to join our 
Southern California Chapter. W e expect to have many buddies at the 
reunion. I wish you had a reunion in Southern California.

rrhe following w as extracted from an article Leo wrote in the 29th 
Division new sletter]

...1 read an article from Jan  Mermens from Holland inquiring about 
information about American troops who liberated villages in his area 
and had stayed at his family’s  brick factory in Septem ber and 
O ctober of 1944 during the war in I imburg, Holland.

Before I joined the 29th Division in February, 1945, 1 w as with the 
246th Com bat Engineer Battalion and on Septem ber 29th and 30th, 
we engineers attacked the Town of Sittard, as infantry and with the 
tanks of the 113th Cavalry. After two days and many casualties we 
took the town. Sittard is just outside the Siegfried Line and near Jan  
H erm ens’ village.

Our battalion w as restinn in the area  and som e platoons were in the 
brick factories in Horensbeck, Sprecklesheide, Herelen, W interhagen 
and other villages.

So when I read...about Jan  Hermens, I wrote to Jan  and told him 
1 had met a family named Lovenich, and that one of the girls w as Mia 
and that they had a brother named Leo, who had been taken as  a 
forced laborer to Prance or Germany. ,..Jan wrote me and said that 
after many pnone calls to families with the last name of Lovenich, he 
had a phone call from Leo Lovenich, w hose family had lived in 
W interhagen and that he had a sister named Mia. and she  said her 
family knew me. So after 52 years, I had contact with them. That’s 
why I say  it’s  a small world.

You are doing a great job with the VBOB magazine. Keep up the good 
work.

Leo H ernandez 
246 CMBT ENGR BN 

29 INFD 116 INF

windows In the building. Then we had a nightly visit by a single German 
reconnaissance olane. Obviously snnnethlng va/«<; nntprt for at nearly 
midnight on December 31, there w as a single plane bombing run on our 
building. As I heard the bomb com e whistling down, I dove for cover and 
realized we were in big trouble. The bomb squarely struck our building, 
went through the roof and two floors and lodged In the basem ent. It was 
a 500 lb, dud!

The next morning, as I watched the bomb demolition troops haul out the 
battered bomb, I said a silent prayer of thanks for our good fortune, 1 also 
said "thank you" to the German forced laborer who had probably 
sabotaged this bomb.

Don Jo h n so n
III CORPS HQ G-2

ANOTHER TROOP SHIP TORPEDOED
Re: The Leopoldville. There w as a second troopship torpedoed in the 
Channel by the sam e U-boat. On December 28 at 1440 the Empire 
Javelin, carrying the main body of the 15th U.S. Army H eadquarters, took 
a hit in mid-channel, leaving it disabled. The men it lost were either 
blown overboard, or were trapped below decks. Empire Javelin was 
quickly surrounded by LST’s, and a French frigate. They took us off, 
dumped us by landing craft in LeHavre with only the clothes on our backs. 
We were issued a blanket. We were put into a bombed out hotel for a 
w eek while SHAEF, busy with the Bulge, decided what to do with us.

W hen we caught up with our gear in Suippes, France, guys with girl 
friends In England got letters saying that Axis Sally had broadcast that the 
15th U.S. Army had been sunk. W e had no soldier Insignia!

W hen the war ended, our CID found the skipper of the U-boat. He 
admitted that he knew of the Leopoldville and the Empire Javelin. ...Once 
I had my gear, and being ordnance trained in Aberdeen, before drill 
sergeants, I w as sent into the Bulge, to find units, get them R&R, get 
them re-equipped. Except for a unit I hesitate to mention, all were 
anxious to get back at the Nazis. A tank battalion I located had a 1st 
lieutenant and 26 EMs. The 66th in the pocket cam e under the 15th. 
Terrific guys, and had the distinction of accepting the last surrender in the 
ETO.

Having been trained in bomb disposai di A beiueen (before driii 
sergeants), my job in clearing out the Bulge, w as to deboobytrap any 
repairable armor, especially tanks, before taking them  to the rear. AH 
tanks were fitted at a railway works In France, with the tread floaters, 
giving them more grab in the mud.

...1 v.'as out in the Bulge for days at a time.... Out of it all cam e a deep 
affection and appreciation for the men of the Bulge, Churchill said it far 
better than I.

R obert J . Ruddy 
707 TK BN

MORE ON III CORPS
Thank you for printing the Bulge Commendation on page 28 of the May 
Bugle.

Inasmuch as  the activities of the III Corps in the Bulge Campaign have 
never received much publicity, possibly som e explanation of the HI Corps 
participation would be in order.

On D ecem ber 16. the III Corps H eadquarters w as in Metz. As 
realization of the scope of the German attack becam e known. 111 Corps 
H eadquarters w as ordered to proceed to Arlon, Belgium, where it would 
be assigned the mission of reaching Bastogne. The Corps moved rapidly 
to Arlon. arriving there on D ecem ber 20. The Corps w as assigned the 4th 
Armored, 26th and 80th Infantry Divisions plus supporting units so  a s  to 
form a complete com bat unit. Despite enorm ous obstacles, the 
counterattack w as launched on D ecem ber 22 and of course a s  you all 
know, advance units of these  divisions reached Bastogne on December
26. The III Corps w as the first Corps to launch a counteroffensive in this 
campaign.

Ill Corps H eadquarters w as located just outside Arlon in what w as said 
to be a former girls' school called "Chateau du Monarch." It w as not too 
far from the railway station. On D ecem ber 23, we had a welcoming 
reception from the Germ an air force, when som e 11 bombs were dropped 
nearby, blowing out m ost of the building windows. There were other 
nearby bomb runs on D ecem ber 26 and 30 that finished off any remaining

HOUSTON NATIONAL CEMETERY
I would like to respond to the letter on page 4 from B. D. Henderson, 
veteran of the 99 INFD 394 INF 2 BN B and his experience with a funeral 
director about reserved sp ace  in the Houston National Cemetery in 
Houston, Texas.

The first bad piece of advice he received w as from the Houston National 
Cemetery when they advised him that he should contact a funeral director 
and he could reserve a plot for him.

The second piece of wrong advice w as from the funeral director saying 
he could take care of his plot reservation.

Both parties know better because  no one can get a space  assignm ent 
(reservation of a plot) a s  cemetery personnel will assign a grave site 
when Interment is required. A reservation for burial space  in national 
cem eteries is not authorized.

Mr. Henderson may be a victim of a scam  being worked by the funeral 
director either accidental or planned...his requirements a s  to casket 
selection and type of services required and pre-payment required of all 
the costs suggest It. I would report this to the district attorney and get 
their reaction to the matter.

Apparently Mr. Henderson Is from Texas, There are som e additional 
national cem eteries In Texas that may be considered by him in case  
distance, etc., are more favorable to him, i.e.. Ft. Bliss National Cemetery;

(Continued on Page S)
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(Continued from Page 4)
Box 6342; Ft. Bliss. Texas 79906 and Ft. Sam  Houston National 
Cemetery; 1520 Harry W urzbach Road; San Antonio, Texas 78029.

Kerrville and San Antonio National C em eteries are closed for new 
veterans burial spaces . However, there are available spaces for burial 
reservations of family m em bers already interred.

B ecause of my award of the Silver Star in the Battle of the Bulge, I have 
chosen to be buried in Arlington National Cemetery. My Silver Star award 
qualifies me for this. Even then I cannot reserve space  for me there. My 
brochures from the cem etery are very clear on the note of unauthorized 
reservations of burial plots.

Roy W. H olm es 
146 CMBT ENGR BN

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

FURTHER ON WWII MEDALS
I just received my copy of The Bulge Bugle, and noted on page 30 
(August issue), your reference to an address you can write to get WWII 
medals. For your information, I wrote to this address on April 8 , 1997, 
and 2-1/2 months later they responded to advise me that they no longer 
handle this. They referred me to; Commander VSE-A, U.S. Army 
R eserve Personnel Center. St. Louis, Missouri 63132-5200. I sent a 
request to them  on July 8 , 1997, to which I have not yet received a 
response. I’ll let you know if I ever get a response to them. [Clyde's 
letter was dated A ugust 11th.]

Clyde W alton
398 ENGR GS

O O PS-W R O N G  ADDRESS
Thank you very much for allotting me the lead-off position in the current 
Bugle (August, page 27). If my desired results are possible, you’ve given 
me a fine help toward that end.

Unfortunately, any letters sen t to the address you have listed for me will 
never connect. That New Jersey  address w as Lt. Jaco b s’ address in 
1966. He is no longer there, and even the address no longer exists.

When you print a correction, it would be effective to say  that my address 
is; Tom Leamon, PO Box 58, Whately, M assachusetts 01093-0058. 

Thank you for your help--both times!
Tom Leam on 

75 INFO 289 INF A

LEAVE THE DRINKS BEHIND
As is suggested  on page 7 of the February 1997 issue, "The Battle of the 
Bulge: Its lessons are for your children and your children’s 
children!...Remember."

With this in mind on a trip to San Francisco, I went with my son and 
grand children (ages 1 and 7) to the wonderful monument at Fort Miley 
V eteran’s  Affairs Medical Center.... The monument is in a fantastic 
location in the picnic area next to the canteen. It overlooks the Pacific 
O cean and the hills above San Francisco.

My son brought a picnic lunch for the four of us. We sa t down at the 
picnic table nearest the monument. As I opened the one bottle of beer 
in our picnic, the center police drove up and asked if we had any alcohol. 
They had us empty the beer bottle on the lawn and took information from 
my driver’s license and my son ’s drivers license. They said they would 
let us off with a verbal warning. There were no signs indicating alcoholic 
beverages w ere prohibited.

I trust writing this letter will save  problems for fellow veterans of the 
Battle of the Bulge.

Milton W einer 
106 INFD 424 INF M

HEY, WHAT ABOUT THE ARMY AIR C O R PS?
The Bulge Bugle does not seem  to have much information about the 
Army Air Corps.

I w as a radar technician in the 370th Fighter Group, 402nd Squadron. 
Enclosed are som e clippings from the Stars and Stripes during the 

Bulge. Our group took part in the bombing raids over the targets 
mentioned in these  articles. [Ed: Articles appear elsewhere in this

If the Germ ans had broke through, we would have lost our airfield to 
them. The situation w as so  bad that the "Red Ball Express" w as waiting 
with motors running to evacuate the airfield, leaving som e personnel 
behind to destroy various buildings.

The instant the w eather cleared, our P-38s were off bombing and 
strafing, returning just long enough to refuel, load bombs and ammunition 
for another run.

We were all happy when we didn’t hear the big guns anymore and the 
trucks left. Then, we knew that the G erm ans had been stopped.

K enneth  E. S an g m as te r 
9 USAF 370 FGHTR GP 402 SQD

issue.]

NORMANDY WALL OF LIBERTY
Regarding "Normandy Wall of Liberty" article on page 22 of the May 1997 
issue, please be advised that I sen t a certified letter to that suggested  
address on June 13, 1997. It w as undelivered and returned with a 
forwarding or new address of PO Box 2310, Merrifield, Virginia 22116- 
2310.

I remailed the original letter via certified mail to that second address. It 
now has been returned to me as "Unclaimed" by the U.S. Postal Service 

I did read som e place awhile back that this promotion is now under 
investigation by the FBI in W ashington. DC. Do you now have any further 
info on this? O ne of the two signatures on the plaque I received for the 
$40.00 I paid is that of none other than Pierre Salinger a s  "Wall of Liberty 
Campaign Chairman."

Harold M. Fruetel

[Editor's Note: Well, this organization has turned out to be very elusive. 
Since we published that address, they m ust have closed up shop. Upon 
checking, we find that the telephone num bers we had have also been  
disconnected. W e’ll keep  trying to locate them. Quite som e time ago. 
when we were looking, I left a m essa g e  on Mr. Salinger’s  answ enng  
machine, but g u ess  what? He didn't call back. As for the FBI looking 
into the matter, I don't know. If I hear anything, I’ll let you all know.]

CAMP ABBOTT, COMBAT BOOTS AND RATIONS
I read with som e interest the letter from Kenneth Prichett in the August 
Bugle about Camp Abbot, Oregon, combat boots and rations. It did not 
sound like the Camp Abbott w here I took my basic training from July until 
early October, 1943. As far a s  I know we w ere the first group to go 
through the 13 w eeks of basic training at this new facility. There w ere at 
least three battalions, the 51st, 55th and 56th, training at the camp. My 
records do not indicate whether the 52nd, 53rd and 54th Battalions were 
also training there. I w as in the 1st Platoon, Company B, 55th Battalion. 
Capt. Byrd w as the Company Commander, Lt. Pond the Platoon Leader, 
Sgt. Ryzanych the Platoon Sgt. and CpI. H asset w as his assistant.

Camp Abbott w as dedicated on Septem ber 2, 1943, while we were still 
in training. The camp w as under the command of Col. Frank B esson. In 
fact we were a part of the dedication ceremony. I still have the booklet, 
with many pictures and nam es, that w as given to us after the dedication.
I also have a number of pictures that I took myself of my platoon and 
company during various training exercises.

The reason I’m giving all of these  mundane facts is to establish that I 
was one of the first to go through basic training at Camp Abbot. 
Everyone, including officers and cadre wore standard G1 issue leggings. 
There were no combat boots visible in any of the pictures that I took or 
in the many pictures in the dedication booklet.

I cam e from the induction center to Camp Abbot with leggings, I left with 
leggings, I went to England with leggings, and I went to Normandy the 9th 
of July 1945 with leggings. I am  not sure when we w ere issued combat 
boots but I think it w as late August or early Septem ber of 1944. som e 
place in France.

Mr. Pritchett is correct about the three-day experiment with the "D" 
rations. I do not know if the Army considered it a su c c e s s  or not. At least 
they found out that after three days on "D" rations they needed to send 
in the replacements.

T hom as B. T ucker 
5 INFD 7 ENGR CMBT BN B 

(Continued on Page 6)
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[Thom as se n t u s  a picture o f him self in leggings. We will publish it 
elsew here in this issue  if space  allows.]

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

RECOGNIZING ALL WHO SERVED
I’m a long time mem ber of the V eterans of the Battle of the Bulge 
organization and have, until recently, appreciated it’s  alleged 
representation of the hard fighting men of America during WWIl.

You have published countless stories and letters over the years about 
the heroics of many American warriors involved in what is characterized 
a s  the biggest battle ever fought by Americans. I’m disturbed, if not 
d istressed, b ecau se  not a single story addressing the conthbution and 
value of support troops (mostly black) has been published to date.

One million African-American men were involved in WWIl and two of 
them  died in my arm s at B astogne from enem y bombs.

I resent published implication that white soldiers alone defeated cold
blooded G erm ans and I’m equally appalled that VBOB Editors have not 
recognized that gross omission of fact.

I refuse to accep t the traditional weak response offered by VFW 
m agazine editors when confronted with the sam e question about the 
omission of the African-American G1 involvement.

The VFW used the lame excuse that [it] w as an unintentiona! oversight 
b ecau se  African-Americans have not m ade known their concerns. How 
can one with 20/20 vision not s e e  a raisin in a g lass of milk.

Must I su sp ec t this publication a s  being one supportive of racism and 
bigotry?

We, men of the 998th QM Salvage Collecting Company, assigned to 
Third Army, w ere awarded Silver Battle S tars for unmatched service to 
fighting men a quarter to 3 half mile away on the lines. Half of a sister 
company, the 237th QM Repair Unit, w as blown away in a split second, 
meeting their responsibility of putting back into service materiel we "Rag 
Pickers" recovered under fire.

G eneral G eorge S. Patton, Jr., cited the 998th QM Salvage Collecting 
Company for the quality of service rendered because  of difficulty getting 
equipment ana supplies into Europe from the U.S. We met our assigned 
responsibility of collecting gear and equipment abandoned on smoldering 
battle lines, hauling gasoline and ammunition to the front and bodies back 
to the g raves registration companies.

Your editors and many men seeking credit for single-handedly winning 
the war are encouraged to apologize to the courageous men of the black 
trucking company, better known as, "The Red Ball Express," the 
T uskegee Airmen, etc., long over due for equal, if not special, recognition 
for valor during the Battle of the Bulge.

In a few days I’ll be 77 and fighting terminal cancer, but I m not too sick 
to w age w ar against inequality for the apparent "invisible black men" of 
WWIl.

Hugh F. Sem ple, Sr.
998 QM SAL COL

[From the Editor: I continue to be am azed  that we receive letters 
indicating that we have intentionally failed to recognize the efforts o f any 
one or any unit. We have explained countless times, that we depend on 
YOU to provide us with information regarding your unit.

W e do not p lead oversight W e have published a few  stories about 
black unitS"One w as in the February, 1997. issue and in 1995 we 
published an article on the 761st Tank Battalion. Apparently, this is all 
we have received.

W e would be happy to hear from m any o f the smaller units regarding 
their activities in the Bulge. So, if you want it in "The Bugle, “ you've got 
to sen d  it in.]

TEXAS AGGIES CARRIED THEIR SHARE OF THE LOAD 
in the Februry Bugie, Whitmore cam e to the defense of the field artillery 
performance, which had been put down by a captured German battery 
comm ander. In May, 1997, Bugle, I do take offense at Mr. Pow ers’ 
inference that the artillery’s poor performance might have been because 
m ost of the artillery officers cam e from Texas A&M. Either Mr. Power is 
from a college that is jealous of the military and intellectual qualities of 
T exas A&M. or he is not familiar with our accomplishments.

Before I quote som e facts and figures about Texas A&M, let me say that

a s  a forward observer through three European cam paigns, including the 
R jjttle  n f  th p  R u in o  I c » n /p H  a c  a jr  *1^2 ! s s t  six w e e k s  c f  t h s  W2r.

I received the Purple Heart and the Air Medai with four duste rs. To my 
knowledge, neither myself or my crew ever fired short rounds into our 
troops.

During the war years, Texas A&M w as an all male military school. With 
rare exception the entire c lass of 1942, 1943, and 1944 served in som e 
branch of the service during the war. I know we furnished more officers 
than W est Point, and I believe we furnished more officers that W est Point 
and Annapolis combined.

During World W ar 11, 20,000 pius Aggies served their country, of which
14,000 plus were officers. Of the 20,000 plus who served. 916 gve their 
life for their country. Of the 14,000 plus officers, 29 held the rank of 
general or better. The Congressional Medal of Honor w as awarded to 
seven Texas Aggies.

W hether Mr. Power likes us or not, I believe these  figures show that 
Texas Aggies carried their share  of the load.

E.A. Leonard, Jr.
87 INFD 336 FA BN

CREDIT WHERE CREDIT IS DUE
Thanks to Russel Zeleniak for setting the record straight on how the 
spearhead of the German offensive into the Bulge w as stopped. Our 
division, the 2nd Armored, had been fighting northeast of Aachen with the 
Ninth Army when the Bulge offensive started. W e were ordered to move 
100 miles southwest overnight on D ecem ber 21-22 and to take on the 
German spearhead near the M euse River, the first objective of Hitler’s 
plan to then swing north and take Antwerp. How we found the 2nd 
Panzer Division and destroyed it is also described in A Soldier's Story, by 
Omar Bradley, 1951 (pages 481-482) and in 2nd Armored Division 
History, Turner Publishing Co., 1991 (pages 37-40).

I've seen  the sam e misleading PBS documentary about the Bulge that 
Zeleniak saw. Like other popular accounts, this focuses on Bastogne, the 
Third Army, and the 101st Airborne Division. Important a s  these  troop 
actions were, they could not have stopped the German offensive by 
them selves. At least a s  important were the heroic, week-long delaying 
action by the /tn Armored Division at St. Vith, the crucial stand of several 
divisions at Monschau and along the north shoulder, and courageous 
actinnR hy numerous units that held up the Germ an columns until U.S. 
reinforcements arrived. The paratroopers and Patton’s  troops at 
Bastogne were simply a few of the many units that did the job that was 
handed them -and  did it at a crucial time.

It would indeed be a public service if the media could som ehow be 
persuaded to give credit for this victory, not just to the few units with the 
best public relations machines, but to the many that m ade cruciai 
contributions. We owe it to history and to the memory of those who 
perished in the battle.

B ob B ragdon
2 ARMDD 66 AR 1 BN

GOLDEN GATE in ‘98 
i th18*** A]\]\UAL

V B O B  REUIVIOIV
San F r a n c isc o  

A irp o r t M a rr io tt H o te l  
September 3 -7 , 1998

Y our h o st—th e  G olden G ate C h ap te r 
C o m p le te  d e ta ils  in  n e x t  is s u e
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ANGELS OF MERCY... 
THEY SURELY WERE

The m ajority o f  soldiers who served in W orld W ar 11 at one tim e 
or another needed m edical treatm ent. W ithout the treatm ent 
provided at the m edical tents many would not have survived.

U nder prim itive conditions, the m edical corps men, nurses and 
doctors saved m any lives and im proved the spirits o f many more.

T H E  N U RSES
These courageous young ladies served as surrogate mother, girl 
friend, sounding board, letter writer, counselor, etc., etc., to any 
and all who needed their help. This page honors three o f them 
even though we know there are thousands more out there.

M a ry  E. A rth u r  nee H ill, 135th G en e ra l H ospital:
Mary m arried a staff sergeant she met 

overseas w hile on leave. They were 
m arried at the post chapel o f a 
convalescent hospital in Daytona 
Beach, Florida, w here Mary com pleted 
her last assignm ent.

She has two lovely daughters, and 
three grandsons (one set o f identical 
twins).

Her husband passed away o f  a 
massive heart attack in 1977.

She now lives in Pennsylvania ju s t a 
few m iles away from one o f her 

daughters who sees to it that M ary’s every need is taken care o f  
M ary carried on a correspondence at Christm as tim e with some 

o f  the soldiers she met, but they have dw indled o ff to the point 
w here there is ju s t one left and he isn’t much for w riting -on ly  
a line or two.

When the w ar in ETO was over they asked for volunteers for 
the Pacific and Mary was the first (and maybe only) to do so. 
N ews o f  the A Bomb put an end to th a t-sh e  already had her 
shots. It was ju s t as w ell, as she was stricken with a ruptured 
appendix shortly there after,

R u th  P u ry e a r , 107th E vacuation  H ospita l:
Ruth had been m arried 6-1/2 years when both she and her 
husband volunteered for the service. He was an engineer and the 
Seabees were happy to get him . The navy d idn’t want married 
nurses, so Ruth wound up in the Army.

At the recruiting office for nurses they told Ruth she would 
never go overseas because she was m arried and "over 30." Well,

eight weeks later she landed in Belfast, Ireland. From there it 
was on to England and w ading ashore on O m aha Beach. Her 
husband on the other hand was in the U.S. for eight m onths and 
then went to the Pacific.

After m oving all across France to Brest, in O ctober, 1944, she 
"set up" near Bastogne.

With the break through they had to m o v e-tak in g  the patients 
with them on trucks. As the G erm ans advanced they m oved 
again and finally m oved on to an old textile mill in Sedan, 
France, where they were flooded w ith patients from the B ulge— 
som etim es w orking 18 hours straight. D uring the 259 com bat 
days, the 107th Evacuation Hospital adm itted 21,250 patients and 
perform ed 9,364 surgeries.

Sworn in on the same day, both Ruth and her husband were 
discharged on the sam e day in Decem ber, 1945. Her husband 
passed away in 1967.

Ruth lives in R ichm ond, V irginia, w here she has been very 
active in local veterans groups and she can alw ays be called upon 
by VBOB for help in any way. She also has som e darned good 
stories to tell.

D oro thy  D avis nee S teinbis,

57th F ield  H osp ita l:

Dorothy was bom  on a farm, 
hom esteaded by her grandparents in 
Tulare, South Dakota. She later 
graduated from the School o f  Nursing,
U niversity o f  M innesota.

After graduating she jo ined  the Army 
Nurse Corps, serving from February
1944 to February 1946. M ost o f  that 
period was spent w ith the 57th Field 
Hospital, providing m edical care to the 
w ounded o f  the Battle o f the Bulge,
Colm ar Pocket, Rhineland Cam paign 
and prisoner o f  w ar camps. Christm as 
o f 1944, in the frigid cold and snow o f  the Voges M ountains 
with a steady stream o f  casualties com ing to the hospital was 
indeed, a long way from her safe hom e in South Dakota.

After the war, Dorothy m arried W illiam  V. Davis, a career 
Army M edical Service Officer. For the next 28 years. Bill, 
Dorothy and their three daughters led a very adventuresom e life 
in the Army as they traveled to interesting assignm ents in the 
United States, Japan, France, and G erm any. Her husband was on 
the staff o f  Percy Jones General H ospital, in Battle Creek, 
M ichigan, during the period when Senator Dole was a patient 
there. A fter B ill’s death in 1979, Dorothy continued her interest 
in the m ilitary services.

Dorothy is a charter m em ber o f  VBOB and presently is the 
Corresponding Secretary. She is Past President o f  the Battle o f 
the Bulge H istorical Foundation and now serves as its Executive 
O fficer-p rov id ing  adm inistrative assistance in collecting and 
preserving the history o f the Battle o f  the Bulge and the 
developm ent o f  the Bulge M em orial Conference Room at Fort 
George G. M ead, M aryland. She has held various A m erican Red 
Cross volunteer leadership positions. She w as the first w om an 
to hold the position o f  C om m ander o f  the G eneral G eorge G. 
meade C hapter o f  the M ilitary O rder o f  the W orld W ars.

Dorothy resides in Rockville, M aryland, near her three 
daughters and their fam ilies, including tw o granddaughters.
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SPECIAL TO THE BULGE BUGLE
Ssubmitted by Jack Hyland X4“' In f Div

At 11:00 a.m., W ednesday, Septem ber 17, 1997, a warm sun 
cam e from behind the clouds and shone down on the U.S. A nny 
W ar College at historic C arlisle Barracks. It shone on some 800 
veterans of the Battle o f the Bulge, their fam ilies and friends, who 
w ere there to dedicate a granite m onum ent to the 600,000 
American men and women who defeated three G erm an arm ies in 
the A rdennes Forest o f Belgium and Lu.\embourg 53 years ago 
this December.

Tlie veterans came to Carlisle, PA. from all over the country, 
and the audicnce included high-ranking officers and enlisted men 
of today's Anny, and distinguished representatives o f Belgium and 
Luxembourg.

Tlie dedication of the monument was, for many, the highlight 
o f the 17"' A nnual Reunion o f the Veterans o f the Battle o f the 
Bulge, held that week in nearby Gettysburg.

Maj. Gen. Robert H. Scales. Jr.. com m andant o f ihe W ar 
College, and a combat veteran o f V ietnam , was the keynote 
speaker fo r the cerem onies. He had high praise for those who 
fought in tlie A rdennes, telling the veterans "You gave us a great 
lesson in w hat courage is all about. All o f us in uniform  today, 
veterans and newly-m inted privates are forever in your debt.”

Col. Toni Vosslcr, dirccior o f the U.S. Military History 
Institute at the post, in liis remarks said “ I consider each and every 
one o f you to be heroes and heroines of this great country.” He 
continued. “You provided llic best possible e.xampies o f the 
courage and dedication required to keep this country free.”

The monument was unveiled by Gen. Scales, V'BOB Fiesiueni 
Stanley A. W ojtusik, and David N icholas, president o f the South 
C en tra l PA \T 30B  Cliaptcr, liost cliapter for ihe icuuiuii. The 
cliapter members had raised the funds to donate the bronze tablet 
inset in the m onum ent, whicli was donated by noted Pliiliidelpiila 
architect C harles D eChristopher & Sons.

Following the unveiling, Gino Merli. M edal of Honor 
recipient from the Siisniielianna, P.A, C hapter, and Ted Paluch, 
M almedy M assacre survivor from the D elaware Valley Chapter, 
placed a memorial wreatii at tiie foot of the monum ent. They were 
accom panied by the Hon. Carlo Krieger, deputy chief o f mission 
from the Embassy o f Lu.xembourg, and by LtC Raymond Pierlot, 
A ssistant D efense A ttache from the Embassy' o f Belgium.

A rifle salute by the troops Irom Carlisle Barracks, and Taps 
closed the cerem ony on the five acrc plot at Ihe W ar College, 
w hich will now be know n as the Battle o f the Bulge Memorial 
Grove. Tlie setting is right beside Collins Hall, the newest facility 
on the post, nam ed for the late Army C hief O f Staff, Gen. J. 
Lawlon Collins, who commanded the Seventh Corps in the Bulge.

A solid phalan.\ of military' flags provided Ihe background for 
Ihe monum ent during Ihe cerem onies, creating a colorful display 
of the Anny's liistoi-y'. Tliey w ill be replaced by the post engineers 
w ith some 57 plantings that will grow into an arbor setting 
creating an atmosphere recalling the A rdennes woods, so fam iliar 
to VBOB members.

In h is rem arks, VBOB President W ojtusik, noted that the 
location o f the m onum ent is particularly significant, since it will 
be viewed by high-ranking  officers from all branches of the U.S.

(Coniinuea on tage lb)

THE IMPORTANCE 

YOUR PERSONAL HISTORY
[W e received a letter fro m  Associate M em ber H O W A R D  FLEN , 
who calls our attention to the im portance o f  leaving behind your  
personal history o f  your W orld War II experiences. H oward  
speaks o f  the desire o f  fam ilies to know  about these experiences 
and fro m  our own experience, we know  how desperate these 
fam ilies  are to learn this information. H ow ard developed the 
fo llow ing  guide to help you  to recapture your autobiography. 
We hope when yo u  f in is h  preparing  y o u r  history, yo u  will 

provide this o ffice  with a copy.]

G U ID E  T O  PR E PA R E  
Y O U R  SE R V IC E  R E C O R D

Start o ff with the full nam e you used upon entering the 
service. Include your serial num ber and full inform ation on 
the unit you served in, i.e., division, regim ent, battalion, 
com pany, or battalion, battery, etc.

1. A) W here and when were you inducted in the service?

B) W here did you take your basic training and w hat do you 
rem em ber about it? Do you rem em ber anyone you 
trained w ith?

C) W ere you at any other m ilitary bases? Did you take 
ASTP training?

D) W here and when were you sent overseas?

E) W hat bases, depots were you sent to?

2. A) Tell about your experiences starting with the tim e you
were sent into the line.

B) Who were some o f the guys in your unit and what do 
you rem em ber the m ost about them ? Include their home 
towns if  you rem em ber them.

C) Get a map o f  E urope/Far East and trace the route o f your 
unit.

D) Do you rem em ber any incidents, events, amusing 
incidents that im pressed you? This is an im portant part 
so elaborate on this part o f your experiences.

If  you are unable to put this on a computer, ask your 
grandchildren or a friend if they can help. D on’t worry about 
spelling (except nam es o f  foreign towns, etc.), the com puter can 
correct spelling errors. Be sure to tell your fam ily you have 
prepared this and tell them where it is located.

A fter you have finished, check with your local newspaper. They 
may be interested in publishing your story. Remem ber, your 
history is im portant to your fam ily and will answer many 
questions they may have in the years to come.
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16TH FIELD ARTILLERY 
OBSERVATION BATTALION 

A BATTERY

[The fo llo w in g  was received from  A S H L E Y  J. A L T M A N , o f  the 
I6 T H  F IE L D  O B S E R V A T IO N  B A T T A L IO N  ]

Please add m y testim ony to the o th e rs-th e  Battle o f the Bulge 
was in fact not a surprise, and the concentration camps in their 
horror did exist. W ith all o f  you, I, too, was there.

If  my story is la te--retum edhom e, no one there had shared my 
experience. Some others had endured more, and deserved more 
to be heard. But in 1992 a m em orial was planned at the Valley 
Forge M ilitary A cadem y near where 1 live. W ord was in the 
local papers and I learned then o f the organized "Veterans o f  the 
Battle o f  the Bulge."

C oincidentally  a letter came. "To whom it may concern" it 
said, signed by Howard Frey and Tom Davis, sergeants in the 
16th FA O bservation Battalion. They had researched phone 
directories, connecting nam es with old addresses. If 1 receive 
this letter (it said), please call. I did both, and that emotional 
phone conversation connection spanned alm ost 50 years. The 
floodgates o f  my m em ory were opened.

Howard was sta ff sergeant o f  my section and rem em bered well 
events we shared. Just a few words o f  mine that amused him so 
much, spoken h a lf a century before in the heat o f a skirmish, he 
now repeated back to let me know ...he rem em bered me. I hadn’t 
forgotten either, but for so many years it seem ed it had been just 
a thought, unspoken. Howard had heard and rem embered. 
Fleeting as that was, it reconnected us to another lifetime.

So in 1992, I first learned o f  the reunions o f my battalion—men 
who shred a special bond. Bob Van Houten, a Past President o f 
VBOB, was the non-com  in charge o f more that one forward 
observation post we m anned together. Bob, and Dan Goldberg, 
too, had been through so much. I m ight see them again.

During the first w eek o f  December, 1944, we had been separ
ated. A nother man and 1 were posted with men o f the 2nd 
Infantry in a concrete bunker o f  the Siegfried Line, inside 
Germany. This pillbox sat on a hillside in the cold, snow- 
covered Schnee Eifel region, adjoining the Ardennes Forest. In 
a sm all clearing, at an edge o f the woods, it was approached by 
a trench running down through the trees, from the right o f a 
road—a road ended right there with a m am m oth coil o f  barbed 
wire. This I rem em ber, m aybe exaggerated by time, as some 12 
feet high and stretched 40 or 50 feet across the road, between 
dense woods on either side. Close by, right alongside the road 
was another pillbox where the 2nd had set up a kitchen. From 
time to tim e we craw led back to get a hot meal, and from time 
to tim e a lunchtim e shelling.

Down the slope w here our bunker sat, the woods curved back 
a bit. The sm all clearing let us look down on the valley below. 
Here was the "BAR hole." A bout three feet by three with a cold 
mud floor, it was deep enough to crouch in, concealed. In shifts 
one o f us shared this spot with an infantrym an and his lethal 
Browning autom atic rifle, as he w atched for any movem ent. 
W ired to the sound base and com m and post, we w aited to 
activate the base on any clear sight or sound o f enem y artillery.

At the near right was a kind o f berm -protected craw l-way into 
the pillbox. To the left about 30 feet the dense evergreen woods

began again. N ear its edge, ju s t w ithin the clearing, in a blanket 
o f  snow lay the stiff frozen corpse o f  a G erm an soldier. He was 
turned not quite full onto his back, facing into the woods where 
his fellow soldiers dared not crawl out for h im -a n d  not close 
enough to us, should we have w anted the body disposed of. 
There he rem ained.

For a num ber o f days before D ecem ber 16th the clear continual 
sound o f convoys cam e through the woods from the enem y side. 
Rubber tired vehicles and the rum ble o f  half-tracks or tanks 
could be told. R elief stops could be told. All o f  this was 
reported back to the CP by field phone. One call was transferred 
back to battalion and repeated. Only then was it understood that 
calls can be "patched" back to battalion HQ, we knew  not where.

The Piper Cubs w eren’t out. The skies were close and gray. 
On the ground was snow, and it was cold, and som etim es fog 
hung over the valley below. A ir recon might never see w hat was 
being heard. The 2nd Infantry left. M om entarily we w ere alone, 
til the 106th came in. The Battle o f  the Bulge, as it was to be 
called, would soon explode on top o f us. It was no surprise.

The first reunion I could attend was in 1994. My skin chilled 
with excitem ent as Howard Frey show ed me a photocopy pre
pared D ecem bers 1, 1944. It said, "S E C R E T -A F T E R  ACTION 
REPORT"—and there w as m y nam e. I had, it said, "reported 
heavy enem y arm or am assing all along the ridge prior to the 
attack. However, no report was taken by higher headquarters at 
corps when this inform ation was reported." This was a form al 
report and, w ithin a couple o f  weeks, contem poraneous. W hat 
I believed I alone knew, for 50 years, others had alw ays know. 
And others, too, had reported.

O f little note, one thing was m isstated—1 had not com e o ff  the 
OP on the 15th, as it said, but on the 16th. Bob Van Houten and 
Dan Goldberg in their ill luck know this too well.

Decem ber 16th was to be the first day o f a rotation relieving 
the men on this OP every couple o f  days. G iven the sound, fury 
and fright o f  those early m orning h o u rs -ro ck e t launchers 
scream ing their fearful m essage, right here w here the clusters 
burst from the m ouths o f  the tubes—and all the tim e the 
pounding, thundering a rtille ry -I  knew all bets were o f f -d o n ’t 
expect to be relieved in the m iddle o f  this.

There was no phone contact to the com m and post. O ur lines 
had been tapped and "Home, Sweet Home" played instead—hard 
to believe but true. The men o f  the 106th sharing our pillbox 
and lucky enough to come h o m e-th ey  can tell you.

Then, after a tim e that seem ed eternal, the artillery and rockets 
were quieter. It w asn’t likely they’d com e up that steep slope 
straight at us. W hat m ight be going on back up the road, we 
couldn’t guess. And we w aited. It was 10:30 or 11:00 in the 
morning. Into the bunker w alked Bob Van Houten and Dan 
Goldberg. "Y ou’re relieved," said Bob. "(Lt.) Scotty Bryan is 
waiting for you in his jeep  up on the road."

The rotation was still on. Unknowing, we left behind our extra 
gear and personal s tu ff- tak in g  little but our w eapons and the 
clothes we wore. A fter all, w e’d be back to  relieve them  in a 
day or so. That w ould be a long d ay -lo n g est for Bob and Dan, 
left on their own with the 106th Infantry and soon to be captured 
and living through hell.

At the sound CP the order cam e by radio sending us back onto 
the road to St. Vith, but only in the late afternoon, after events 
that w ould m ake another story. In the days to follow  the 16th 
FOB m oved from one untenable position to another before 
regrouping. We then turned, (Continued on Page lO)
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16TH FIE L D  A R TILLER Y  OBSERVATION
f r n m  P n g f i  01

m aking our w ay back through some o f  the same places we had 
held before, u ltim ately crossing the Rhine south o f K oblenz and 
going on into the heart o f G erm any to the Czech border. On the 
w ay, units we supported opened the concentration camp at 
O hrdruf—and we were witness to some o f  the grim rem ainder o f 
w hat you too m ay have seen, and surely heard, o f  the Holocaust. 
It happened. D on’t let it be denied It was there that General 
Patton w as later reported physically ill at what he had seen.n

P ra y e r  B efo re  VBOB R eunion  B a n q u e t a t  
G e tty sb u rg , S e p te m b e r  18, 1997 

Given by J a m e s  A. C lark  
3 0 1 ”* S igna l O p e ra tio n s  B a tta lio n  

C h a p la in  off th e  D e law are  V alley C h a p te r, 
VBOB

.Mmight> God. in %\ hom we li\ e and ha\ c our being, we gi\ e 
you thanks for your goodness and mercy that has allowed us to 
once again gather together as old soldiers, who once in our youth 
v\ere gathered from all p^^ns of this great land and found ourselves 
in the Ardennes Forest o f Lu.xembourg and Belgium  during those 
b itter w inter days o f 1944 and 1945.

It is said  that in a crises a m an 's  character is not 
developed— it is c.xpGscd. And 3s wc rcm cm bcr those days ir the 
A rdennes w hen the Nazi forces brought a crisis upon us. the 
ch a rac te r o f the A m erican soldier was one o f Siicrificial braver> 
and heroism  w as a com m on virtue.

In a m om ent o f silence let us pav tribute to those sons and 
brothers 2nd husbands 2nd buddies, v.ho psid  v.ith tlieir blood 
their last full m easure o f dev otion to duty— nev er to return home 
W c rem em ber also, our fcllov. m em bers o f the V eterans o f the 
Battle o f the Bulge who in recent years hav e passed away.

(M oment o f  silence)
A nd now, our Father, we ask you to bless our fellowship 

around  these tables and bless the food we are about to eat to the 
nonri«;hmenl o f onr m m ds bodies, and souls

T h is  prayer we ask in the Name o f Him w hom  everv knee 
shall bow and everv tongue confess as Lord and Sa\ ior. Amen.

C arlisle Barracks, PA, Septem ber 17, 1997. 
R oland  B lue and Larry Tucker, Reenactors, 

by the "Battle o f  the B ul^e ( Irove " sii^n.

REGIONS & CHAPTERS REPORT
R ichard  C. Schlenker, VP

As the end o f another adm inistrative year approaches, we wish 
to thank the chapters for the spirit o f  participation dem onstrated 
this year.

The response to the program o f reporting which was instituted 
last year has been outstanding.

C om m unications concerning m eetings, ccrcm onics, 
mem bership, officers, suggestions, activities, speakers, etc., etc., 
were received from the follow ing chapters (listed by number):
2, 3(3), 4(6), 7, 10(3), 12, 14, 18(2), 19(7), 22, 27, 30, 31, 
36(5), 39, 41, 42(6), 44(2), 47, 48, 49 and 52.

We especially com m end SusquehannaC hapter 19 (Northeastern 
PA) for their volunteer outreach o f  585 hours o f  service to the 
V eterans A dm inistration Hospital at W ilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania.

We currently num ber about 8,300 m em bers in 52 chapters 
(approxim ately 800 in arrears). Good prospects for new chapters 
exist in Arizona, Arkansas, New York and Illinois.

We thank you for sharing your ideas and inform.ation with the 
national staff and encourage you to further share with other 
chapters in your area by forming regional organizations. 
Information on accom plishing this was shared with all chapters 
during the year.

BATTLE O F TH E BULGE REENA CTM EN T

T he dates for the 53rd anniversarv' reenactment com m em o
ration will be January 30-31, 1998, at Fort Indiantown Gap, PA.
I he com m em oration will consist o f static displays o f vintage 
W W Il equipm ent and modern m ilitary equipm ent, a display of 
both A meriams and Gemians in authentic W orld W ar II barracks, 
a flea market o f W W Il mem orabilia and a Bulge tactical 
reenactment.

A fun tim e for BOB veterans will be to stay in the original 
W W Il barracks on Friday and Saturday nights. These barracks 
iiave been modenii;xd witij new iatnncs and heating systems. For 
Bulge veterans who have attended in past years, this has become 
a special event for the coniradery and f\m o f reliving those 
barracks days o f 50 years ago without the hassle that went with 
them . Last year, over a luindred veterans attended. The 
reenactors (over 1,000) arc especially grateful for the presence of 
the veterans giving an opportunity to be appreciated for the 
sacrifices made those many years ago. The price for two nights of 
lodging, breakfast, d inner, and entertainm ent on Saturday is $35, 
and can't be beat. There is now a w om en’s barracks for the 
hearty; or, there are nearby motel accom m odations for those who 
still have nightm ares about their barracks days.

A niunbcr of cliapters and divisional associations are sending 
contingents to this year’s event at the Gap. Maybe your outlit 
would like to get a group together, rent a bus. or car pool am ong 
friends— this a great weekend. Please send a stam ped, sclf- 
addressed envelope to John D. Bowen, M D/DC C hapter VBOB. 
613 Chichester Lane. Silver Spring, MD 20904-3331, or call 301- 
384-6533, fo ra  registration form and further details on the event. 
Tlie Fort Indiantow n Gap Reservation is about 21 miles North of 
Harri.sburg and is serviced by the H arrisburg Airport. Pickups at 
the airport can be arranged.
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FURTHER ON THE 
BATTLE OF THE BULGE 
UNIT HISTORIES 
SPECIAL ISSUES
As we advised you earlier, it is our intent to publish special 
issues o f  The B ugle  which will contain unit histories only. It is 
now tim e for you to begin to send these in to us.

Your un it’s history should contain only details regarding the 
B attle  o f th e  Bulge.

By conform ing to the follow ing specifications, tim e will be 
saved on both ends. We can accom m odate no more than one 
page per unit. So it is im portant that you carefully adhere to 
these requirem ents in order to avoid return o f your article.

1. If  at all possible, please subm it your entry on a com puter 
disk in W ordPerfect 5.2. If  this is not possible, typed copy 
is preferable.

2. Subm it a reproducible copy o f  your unit insignia. If you 
do not have such an insignia, please put a note with your 
subm itted copy so that we do not waste tim e in writing to 
m ake sure that you d idn’t forget to send it.

3. For purposes o f  determ ining the appropriate size, please use 
the following:
a. The m argins should be one inch at the top and the 

bottom and both sides.
b. This i s  Courier 12 point type. 

I f  the type you use appears to  
be about t h i s  s i z e .  You may 
submit about 2 and 3/4 pages.

c. This is Courier 10 point type. If the 
type you use appears to be about th is 
size, you may submit about 2 and 1/4 
pages .

4. Be sure to check your article for accuracy not only in 
spelling o f  foreign words but for all details. We have no 
research staff, and therefore cannot be responsible for the 
inform ation contained therein.

5. In the event there are questions or adjustm ents needed, 
please include the name o f  the person with whom we 
should correspond. We may also want to send this person 
a copy to be proofread.

6. Be sure that the spelling for names o f foreign towns is 
clear and readable.

7. Send your history to VBOB, PO Box 11129, Arlington, VA 
22219. Mark on the outside o f  the envelope "Unit 
H istory." Failure to com ply with this may result in delay.

These w ill be published on a first com e, first served basis. We 
currently  anticipate publishing about 30 per issue. However, if 
we get good response we m ay enlarge these issues.

We w ant this to be a com plete history o f  the Battle o f the 
Bulge and, as such, serve as a docum ent prepared in each 
instance by those who were there.

R em em ber!!! No u n it is too big o r too sm all to be 
included . It w o u ld n ’t be a com plete  h is to ry  o f the B attle  of 
the  Bulge if it d id n ’t include y o u r unit.

GOLDEN GATE IN ’98
M ake p lans now  to a tten d  the convention 

next y ea r in San F rancisco

RHODE ISLAND CHAPTER 
DEDICATES BULGE PLAQUE
President Bill Gaynor, announced that, through the dedicated 
efforts o f the Rhode Island C hapter m em bers and Am erican 
Legion Post #8, a plaque com m em orating the Battle o f  the Bulge 
was placed at the A m erican Legion, on Legion W ay, in 
Barrington, Rhode Island.

O ver 100 persons gathered on August 16, 1997, to dedicate the 
monum ent, including 38 m em bers o f the chapter.

Dedication
This is a solemn, important occasion—one vve shall remember with pride 
for the small part we are contributing.

We are assembled here to pay tribute to the men and women of our 
community and the nation who served in the preparations and the 
winning of the great invasion of Europe known as "The Battle of the 
Bulge." These men and women were our neighbors. They fought in 
defense of our country and for the preservation of our way of life. 
These men and women are worthy of far greater recognition than mere 
words or markers. The sacrifices they made and the deeds they 
performed shall be written in history and shall remain alive in our 
memories for generations to come. We sincerely express our pride and 
gratitude for the tasks they fulfilled.

Before you is the tlag of our nation. That flag is the symbol of all 
that is sacred to us. Look at it closely for a moment. The flag of the 
United States reflects what we are and what we hope to be. The white 
stripes symbolize purity of purpose in our freedom of thought, 
expression, and worship. These are the privileges we guarantee to all 
who live in our land, fhey are the rights we defend against all enemies 
who seek to crush the way of life that you and I cherish. Also in that 
flag, we see the red stripes of courage which symbolize our w illingness 
to die, if necessary, for the preservation of American ideals. Then there 
is the blue of tranquility upon which the stars of our states are united to 
hold intact all that is truly ours—the desire for peace, prosperity, and 
happiness throughout our nation.

We emphasize the interpretation of the flag, because we are assembled 
here to honor those persons who were at "The Battle of the Bulge" and 
fought under that sacred symbol of our land. We have come here to 
dedicate this plaque of honor to all our men and women from this 
community, and from ihroughout our great land, who have served and 
went forth as the living strength of our flag. They were the United 
States Armed Forces-on land and in the air. Some of them did not 
return. They are the honored dead whose resting places are found in 
many foreign lands and waters around the globe.
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THAN NEVER...
W illiam  J. Kennedy, o f  Springfield, M assachusetts, received his 
Purple H eart in June, 1997.

His records had failed to show that he had been wounded, even 
though he left the Army in 1945 on a medical discharge and 
partial disability  pension resulting from the bullet wound.

K ennedy w as 19 years old when he was w ounded in the head 
during the Bulge. This wound left his face paralyzed for several 
m onths and still causes him pain.

He requested his m edals in the 1950s, but the Purple Heart 
d idn ’t com e w ith them . Much later he realized that his discharge 
d idn’t recognize his wound.

M em bers o f  the 30th Infantry D ivision encouraged him to 
contact his congressm an, U.S. Rep. Richard E. N eal, Democrat 
o f  Springfield. Neal intervened and helped the Army resolve the 
m atter.

P ictured  below  is William J. K ennedy (center) receivingthe
Purple Heart. Looking on is his w ife Kay (left).
P resenting  the m edal is Rep. R ichard E. N eal.]

BETTER LATE,
5.

SHARPEN YOUR WITS
...a challenge from  Phil Melleno

To the Editor: O ur outfit, the 955th Field Artillery Battalion 
along w ith our "sister" units, the 953rd and the 187th Field 
A rtillery B attalions have been issuing a new sletter to its 
m em bership tw ice each year. We ju s t issued the 100th issue 
One o f  the features o f the new sletter is a trivia page in which the 
m em bers are asked to contribute a trivia question (with answer). 
It has been very popular and does bring back a lot o f great 
m em ories.

You m ay w ant to consider doing likewise with future issues o f 
The Bugle. Just a thought—attached is a sam pling o f  some o f the 
trivia questions recently  used.
1. W hat w as the "code nam e" used by the A llied Forces for the 

invasion and liberation o f  N orm andy?
2. Can you rem em ber the two periodicals that were made 

available to the "troops" during their "stay" in Europe?
3. Can you identify the acronym  that was used so frequently 

during W W ll to describe a situation when the "situation" was 
debatable?

4. Most o f  us probably can recall the "old" "C" rations and "K" 
rations we all devoured throualiout our "life" in the military

in the states. Can you recall the "new" type o f rations issued
♦  ^  * __________:_____ A ____: -  -  . . . .  » 1* » ------------
1 .0  l i i v  j u b i  p i i w i  t o  c ; u i  l a i i u i i i ^  i l l  j i n o i i i i u i i o j '  .

During our "journey" through Europe, we passed through the 
infamous German defense structure, thought to be 
im pregnable. W hat was the name o f  that structure?

6. The "D-Day" assault on N orm andy "way back when" took 
place at five designated beaches. Can you nam e these 
beaches?

7 W hile we were in Europe, a presidential election took place 
and we were given absentee ballots to cast. FDR and Harry
S. Truman were the D em ocratic candidates. Who were the 
Republican candidates?

8. Most o f  us rem em ber the character "Sad Sack." Can you 
name the creator o f Sad Sack?

9. Can you identify the following abbreviations that were so 
popular "way back when"?
a. AWOL
b. KP
c. CQ
d. ETO
e. SHAEF

10. W hat was the popular name given to the discharge pin 
issued to all discharged servicem en after W W ll?

Crhe answers appear on Page 29)

Up Front
O  b y  8111 M a u k jm

with Willie & Jo e

V nck WUUe!’’

P l e a s e  J o i n  U s  in  R e m e m b e r i n g  T h o s e  
W h o  F o u g h t  in  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B u l g e  o n  

December 16,1997 
Arlington Cemetery, Arlington, VA
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VBOB MONUMENT DEDICATION
Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania 

September 17, 1997

A Bulge reenactor, a Bulge veteran, and a H'ar College officer 
discuss the merits o f  the WWII jeeps displayed at the War 

College during the monument dedication.

MaJ. Gen. Scales 
welcomes 
VBOB members, 

families, and 
friends.

Col. Tom Vossler, 
Director o f  the 
US Military 
History Institute 
at Carlisle praises 
Bulge veteran’s 
courage and 
dedication 
53 years ago.

»  4
Veterans o f  the Bulge—some in uniform—sign in at the 

monument dedication welcomed by the Cumberland County, PA 
Department o f  Veteran’s Services.

Pulitzer Prize winner John Toland, author o f  three books on the 
Bulge (C), discusses the battle with Maj. Gen. Scales (L), Col. 

Vossler (R), and veterans following the ceremony.

Our monument at the War College.
The bronze plaque inset wrt.v donated by the 

South Central, PA Chapter o f  VBOB.

LtC Raymond Pierlot o f  Belgium, Ted Paluch, Malmedy 
Massacre survivor, M edal o f  Honor recipient Gino Merit, and 

M. Carlo Krieger o f  Luxembourg pause silently as Taps is 
played.

THE BULGE BUGLE 13 November 1997



Battle  o f  t h e  b u l g e  HiSIORiCAL FOuNDATiOri 
I n v i t e s  Y o u  t o  A t t e n d  

“EVENTS OF REMEMBRANCE AND COMMEMORATION”
ON THE 5 3"'̂  ANNIVERSARY OF THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE

D ecem ber 15  and 16, 1997  
W ashington, DC

T he Sheraton N ational Hotel (C olum bia P ike and W ashing ton  B oulevard), A rlington, VA, has been selected  as 
th e  site  fo r activ ities com m em orating  the  A nniversary o f  th e  B attle  o f  the  B ulge, D ecem ber 15 and 16, 1997 
This hotel is located only a few minutes from A rlington Cemeter>' and F ort M yer, and will prov ide accom m odations 
fo r a reduced room  rate o f  $69, single o r double occupancy This rate is available for any n ight(s) be tw een  D ecem ber 
13 and D ecem ber 17. For room reservations, please call the Sheraton National Hotel o f Arlington (1-800-468- 
9090) by Decem ber 1, 1997. M ention  tha t you are  a ttend ing  th e  B attle  o f  the  B ulge B anquet and even ts

SU N D A Y , D E C E M B E R  14, 1997
2:00 p.m. - 6.00 p.m. Registration/receive name badges (hotel lobby)
3:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. Hospitality Room/Exhibits, scrapbooks. John Bowen and harle Hart. Battle o f the Bulge 

Historians, will be the hosts A private room in the Cafe Brassarie has been reserved for dinner 
for the Battle o f the Bulge Veterans (payment is on \  our own)

M O N D A Y , D E C E M B E R  15 ,1997
7:45 a.m.. - 8:45 a m Registration/receive name badges (hotel lobby)
8:45 a.m. Chartered buses depart hotel for Fort Meade, MD ($12 per person/round trip)
10:00 a.m. Movie, 'The Code Breakers”
11:15 a.m. Tour o f the National Crvptologic Museum (special guides)
12:30 p.m Buffet luncheon at the Fort Meade G olf Club Dining Room
1:45 p.m Banle o f ihe Bulge Memorial Coiifeieucc Room, liisloi v o f loom ami tlie dedication o f  tlic

miniature dioramas developed b \ the Washington Model Club from original Signal Corps 
photographs. Visit to Fort Meade Museum 

3:30 p.m. Return b \’ bus to the Sheraton National Hotel
BA N Q IIET AT H O T E L  GALAX Y  R O O M  (Beautiful view o f city lights)

6:00 p.m. Social Hour/Cash Bar
7 00 p m Color Guard/Drummer and Fifers/'Ceremonies
7:15 p.m Dinner served

Program Speaker Susan Eisenhower, granddaughter o f Gen. Dw ight Eisenhow er 
After the Banquet Hospitalitx Room open

TU ESD A Y, D E C E M B E R  16. 1997
11:00 a.m. Impressive ceremony and placing o f wreath at the Tomb o f the Unknowns, Arlington National

Cemeterv
11:30 a m Ceremon\ o f Remembrance, Battle o f the Bulge Memorial
12:15 p m. Buffet Luncheon, hosted by VBOB. at the NCO Club Dining Room, Fort Myer VA

Swearing in o f new VBOB officers. Comments bv George Linthieum. President. VBOB 
2:00 p.m. Farewell

National Salad Choice o f Dressing  
Chicken Roulade with Apricot Amaretto Glaze 

Twice Baked Potatoes 
BANQ U ET M E N U  Stir Fried Fresh Vegetables

M ini-Baguettes and Butter 
Black Forest ('heesecake with Cherry Rum Sauce 

Coffee/Selection o f  Teas 
Glu.'i.'i uj ill u.'i’n rr'irw n iih Dinner
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RESERVATION FORM 
"EVENTS OF REMEMBRANCE AND COMMEMORATIONyy 

ON THE 53RD ANNIVERSARY OF THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE '" 

December 15 and 16,1997 
Washington, DC 

I 

BATTLE OF THE BUWE HIS'PQ~ALC FOUNDATION 
P.O. Box 06 19, Kensington, MD SOB@ 14818 Telephoner 80 1-88 1-0889 

Please make checks payable W BoBHF Commemoration 

me: Telephone: 4 

idress : ---. --- = - - 

city EilzzKi state 

lttle of Bulge Unit: 
6 

:-!(I+ 
ouse/Guest: .-. 7 

re will attend the following activities @ ~ Q C  &&$; 
. . .  , . . ;  

XWAY, DECEMBER 14,1997 I b 

, Cafe Bi.assanie Wprtbnt is on your own) 
1. 

10:OO a.m. M o v i e / C ~ l & c  baqp Tour 
Tour of B d e  of* Bdge,korial Confkrence Room 1:45 p.m. 
Dedication of 

rn 1 :  7 -  
!JESDA Y,  DECEMBER 16,1997 

ll:00 a.m. Ceremoniw. Ton& &the Ualmawn SoldierNBOB Monument 
12:OO N Reception/Bd&t b t d  by"VBOB, NCO Club, Fort Myer, Virginia 

4YilllENTS FOR MONDAY, DECEMBER Ip EVENTS 
No. Persons Cosr%Person 

lartered Bus (Round Trip), Sheraton H+ w&rt m e  
-heon, Fort Meade Golf Course lhhg PcKgn $ 9.00 
~mrnemorative Banquet, Galaxy Room, &a&   at el 

TOTAL A T (Enclose check ma& out to BoBHF Commemoration): - 
Banquet ess: Business suiLlblack W d a r y  dress uniform (miniature medals encouraged) 1 

for the Banquet will be on your name badge. If you wish to be : seated with friends, 

- 

FMINDERS: 
pm reservations must be made by December I (Telephone: 1-800-46&9090). 
mrn completed Reservahahon Form by December 3 (Telephone: 301-881-0356). 
p cancellation refunds afler December 5,1997. 
T '  . . P i  *rA 



I N C I  D E N T S  
-IF- - 

-.- 
UNEDITED AND HERETOFORE UNPUBLISHED 1 

Accounts of events and experiences in the Battle of the 
3ulge as recalled and expressed by veterans of the greatest These are priceless first-person recollections by living 
Iattle ever fought by the U.S. Army in the greatest war ever legends in what General Dwight D. Eisenhower foresaw as 
ought are of much historical significance, These "close-up" our greatest victory and Prime Minister Winston Churchill, 
:ombatant accounts are a complement to the study of in speaking before the House of Commons, characterized 
strategy and logistics and are a legacy of an important battle as an ever-famous American victory. 
and victorv in the U.S. militarv annals. 



We were always glad to get to CCB HeaQquartats as we were 
always greeted with a cup of hot coffee. . Thanks to Cie-1 
Bruce Clark's staff. They always took good eare of thwgmgm. 
Also, at times, we would kind of @range the time Q& @riw1&~ 
we would arrive just in time for.chow. You barn& &e&i~ks 
as you went along. Some call it G o d  G.D. S m w  

By the end of January, I had both tremh food and &ost hie. 
Capt. Mac sent me to the 46th Field Hosrpipd for tre~tmmh I 
stayed over night and was sent ba& & ,:my outfItt#h&aext 
morning. When I got to the hospital-@ dw@r (a s-) e W  
me a gold brick. He said they had better thi~gs 48o,tha~,w& 
my feet. 

Anyway, a nurse dressed in GI overalls took o a ~ a  of me, A& 
I washed my feet, the nurse painted them WAG a'blue lig@ w d  
packed cotton between my toes. Early the~mxScmornhg~Qe 
gave me two pair of wool so~ks  powdered insids my bo@ and 
sent me on my way with a csuple of other guys. Anyway, I g& 
two good hot meals. I didn't get much sleep, b a u s e ~ m e ; $ F  
those guys laying there were really hurting. J s o ~ t  d feltbad 
and sony but considered myself quite lucky to &is pist 

Some guys got the Purple Heart for fkW bite* and for $renola 
foot, you got a reprimand. What athell &a lifb. ~ . , 

...em , 
- ,  

TO WRSTE ZzXQME 
January 15,.1M 

blton R Sebaugh 
: gi635th Tank Destroyer BatfalSoD . , I .. + , I ;  

:' eberlin, Kansas iot;. 
: a n  December 23, 1944, I was wounded frsm mortar 8hFapnel. 

f i e  wound was a compound fhc- s f  $hqgingrfinger_qn my 
aght hand. ~ , I I  3 , ~  

' MAfter approximately two weeks, I ww about to write. Around 
&mary 15th, there was a soldier brqught taa our -ward. He had 

: g foot amputated and other wounds which mrrc$.bim unable to 
%rite home. , . :.+ . 
*In one of our conversations, he said, "I know by how that mom ' &is received that d r w d ~ t e & r m . "  I ,&ed. .higa .if he would 

. @e me to write a letter as I knsw ~LqQrald w t , & i s  if ow 
p i t i o n s  were reversed. He said, "Pbase do." 4 .,w@ 

: 
mething like this: Dear Mom, I am serbus!y w~unded but h 

, e near future, I will be sent$qme.aad p~abably will be in.a 
rilitary hospital near home, I'll Gal1 you when I get how. 
mese  wounds are not what I will die, m." I signedhbnme 

- aith my last name below his nape. 
a I f  this soldier or anyone who knows hip ~ycallsthis. h c i h t ,  
+sure would like to be contaGtd. [El&nls..pddress: 209 Swth 

' 
galdo Avenue, Oberlin, Kansm 67749.1 , . 

... 
- i  BATH IN  THE CONVENT 

#aymond Dierksen 
a d  Armored Division 
@rd Maintenance Battalion 

ew Braunfels, Texas 
.gne of my fiiends, a Lt. DeBen and I were w&hg through the 

village. DeBen, was f i m  New~Orleam,and  could speak some 
Belgique. He st0ppxI.a eioupl~~nfltive boys, .pink4 t~ a~ old 
budding witb a wall around it, and asked if this h a p p d t o  be 
a SCM, 'ah gesO1!.  as, the answer, My lieutenant friend 
knocked on the door to ask if there might b~.lsathing fioiditks 

1 W h  oeme to t h e ~ ~ b U t r n i ~ u ~ L y . C a t h e e l i ~  nuns. 
convent. DeBen, rarely at a loss fbr wmbrs9uteeresl 

a a ( r ~ ~ l o @ ~  for inyading their priva 
,:were there for a 

w*. I 7 n 

. .TP1wJ,wtc @&up taking a$w$lt4n,&eir ba t&rm,  r.bg tub 
- I m&plsMy @&hot watert-, ;..d tr, -C 7 .  I. 

.&e&etuin(6 84 years of age, I should have returned d Q@ 
the eonvent door, put a marker: DeBen and Dierksen--The only 
U.S. 'GI's'.@ takqa kath in a convent during World War 
n. , ;$ . ., . ,. . ;, 

I . , -  , a !  1 v 4 ', 
- ,  

_, , I ,  . . . . s. r.' US. 1 8  32Wq jf.. 
. ,&td,R 1 : 7 . ' - =  - , 9 f 1 91: i * 

;,, 6 1  ,;;. 4TTACKING ON BOTH SIDES, . 
.,. , 4 - <* ,.,: ih ir; ..a Decemben, &944 

Lwry Hebe'- % 
. . ,...'ryrc..~.-?lil ; ; .. ' 

26th Infantry Di~ision,.s,~~ : ,,:L:, ,, -0 , , 
10lst Engineer Combat Battalion ttt3 ~ a f i  c*! &:. i. -, 

Cmpany B aid >. , . ' 

Brick, New Jersey . 
Our company CP was in the town of Esch-Sure-La-Sure whe-se 
we h d p u t  up a foot bridge aad threadway bridge across tka: 
Spre Wer. While we were there, we were maintaining the 
mads to this bridge and pass. The town was built up and down 
the s i b s  of the small mountains here on the river. With all the 
snow here the roads were very icy and covered with snow. We 
were living in homes and hotels while there. All day and night 
a self-propelled gun kept coming up on our right flank and 
Iol&yd in shells at us. Our right flank was open because the 
BQtil wision couldn't get over the river. * I  

One night while our squad was back from the h n t ,  where we 
wqe dug in to help the infantry of the 104th Regiment in a 
holding position. We were sleeping on the floor of a hotel when 
one of the shells from this self-propelled gun went through 
front wall over our heads and out the back wall without go& 
off. Across the street from us was an A&P platoon truck l o a w  
with m u n i t i o n  for the infantry. They were sleeping and l ivi~g 
down & the cellar. We were always worried about what woyM 
happen if one of those shells ever hit that truck. 

One &y, we got a call from the infantry that they wanted s o w  
engiwmito &with them when they were going to attack.,+$ 
don$,&vwz what they wanted us for, but we figured they nee&gt 
some mine.detector crews and demolition men to help w# 
c l e ~ i n g  sbstacles. 

~uqquztd got the job and we were riding the road through $4 
junoticrtl.pward Buderscheid, Luxembourg. The Heines had this 
ju@n zeroed in and no one went through here without 
shot at with 88's and anything they had. 

Befop-ye geb tathe infantry CP the artillery from om&de 
s@r&&helling the Germans. Then as we were almost up to a e  
~ @ y j - t , h ~ & a r t e d  sending shells over at us. All their shells 
wq .qq i t lg ,wer  and landing around the road we were g o b  
on.. M&e, otar squad leader, said, "Stop the truck and get out,:' 
We mifor tkei$teh,a?gm~-&e &started claWbgour: yw 



into the snow ia the df&. , 
a 

I .  C 

Some of the guys stayed under the truck while the res,Wd to 
get some protection from the trees around the area. WtWete 
here for about 15 or 20 minutes when the shelling starte 
down. 

We calledeach other and started looking for who was wounded 
or who was hit. If I remember right, three guys were hit with 
shrapnel and were bleeding. We loaded them on the medic# 
jeep and they took them back. Three or four other guys were 

. spitting up blood, I think, and we put them on the jeep which 
was with us and sent them back to the medics also. Pop 
Emerich, who just got back with us the day before from the 
hospital, was loaded up and sent back. He was hit in the back 
by a piece of shrapnel which cut through five layers of clothes 
q d  hit his back. 
M e n  the shelling stopped our squad leader got in touch with 

infantry and they told us the attack was called off and we 
Sfiould return to our company. We later found out that the 
Krauts were attacking at the same time we were. This they say 
was the first time that they could remember this happening. 

When we got back to the company, they told us the guys who 
were wounded by shrapnel were sent to the hospital and kept 

' there for treatment. The other guys who were spitting up blood 
had internal bleeding fiom the concussion of the shells and 

m u l d  be okay. Pop only had a red mark on his back. 

%'! 
IY ..... 

A CHANGE IN PLANS t 

December 1944 
- Richard 0. Lewis . 3 

68th Medical Bwup J 

175th Medical BattaMaB r r .  . 
576th Ambulance Company *1 I 

Gainesville, Georgia 
The 17th of December 1944 rumors became fact, the German6 

- .!#re attacking through the Ardennes as they had done in 1914 
- d 1940. 

We knew our troops were very thin in this area and unlesS m 

q m e  fast moves were made this could develop into a battle to 
be reckoned with. 

I had traveled this area some weeks before and had driven thb 
jeep many miles and not seen a sign of Americans or any other 
troops: 
'My @it %!I\$ the 576th Ambulance Company, 3rd Platoon. We 

had been in service around Kornelimnster--Aachen area. Some 
of our ambulances were assigned to division aid stations in the 
Rotgen4chmidt area. This forest area was a high casualty area. 
I matie my headquarters with the CCR 3rd Armored Division aid 
and cl-ing station in Walheim, Germany. Our evacuation 
routs were sometimes long through Eupen-Gulpen-Liege, 
Belgium. The evacuation and field hospitals were located i n ~ h e  

. rear areas. Most of the trips and driving were done at night; the 
drivers Bad to administer aid to the wounded as well as making 
safe trips ta and from the hospitals. . '4 ,  I t , 1  

Almost overnight the battle plan changed. Many"rinits were 
shifted ammd to form various battle groups td fa'ce 'the 
oncoming~krmans. As the 3rd Armored Division under Generdl 
Rose ws cdled on to head south. Our unit was in the thick of 
it wi& CGR we were ordered from Walheim. 'We went in a 
huge convey km$~ B m d ,  Eschweilder,~MaIm6dy, Sf: Vith, 

-MohWll% aHd many m r e  strange names. We arrived at Hotten, 
Belgiufn, and set up an aid and treatment station for 
WRUid&. Q'hi#ka$ about the 18th of December, tha 
&t' up the loaitl theater, which included the aid and 
&ti& %PeCR of the 3rd Armored Division. M 
arm@ eqKipkiknt and Wmps continued on south, there we$ 
oaly .a: feWspecia1 saldiers Icft to secure the town. 

~ 6 ~ ~ ; $ ; e l @ ~ ~ ~ ~  a tuwn on the banks of the L'O 
Rive?. &t of its hY& fewd employment at the sawmill 
no* "ed'6fthe main strdt. The Ardennes area furnished hu 
' f ~ t e e s ' w h i c ~  wee  cut and planed into lumber. Most of t 
lumber went to reconstruct Antwerp-Liege and other citib 
bombed by the Germans. 1 

During the German mehpation and withdrawal, the town @ 
Hotten escaped any &ide~ce of the violence of war. The scho - 
theater, brick houses, Hotel De la Pam all were undamaged. 3 
the 17th of December, F944, people of Hotten heard the ne* 
the German Army had driven the Americans out of St. Vith a& 
were on their way toward Hotten. $t 

Hew hope came to the pbple, armored equipment and vehicla 
of the 3fd Armored Division rumbled over the bridge. They 
continued on to meet the approadhmg Germans. Four half-tract& 
and medical aid trucks and ambulances with about a hundred 
service soldiers stopped in theM1Yage. The soldiers were greeted 
and told they could occupy any bdldings they needed This is 
when the medical people set up a'dtation in the local theate 'A 
headquarters company moved into the school house. Engineers 
took over some other buildings, signal people were placed in t% 
hotel, All these were knowffld'&+ echelon so1diers.r dl ' tw  

About 7:30 p.m., several rounds of mortar fire e x p l o ~  
schoo1"yapd. , It was the town's first warning that a ~anz* 
divisfofi had mo@ in from tlretlreeast and taken the high grounB - 
and the highway that runs from Hotten to Liege. i? 

- A r&o~iss&ic6~old the Americans that the German infantq 
h d  four mlts were on the Mll east of Hotten. A captain fro& 
heaki@auters b,'m$'any .ardae;d a line of fire set up along tl@ 
hedgerow fiom the school to near the sawmill on the north e d  
of~the mah'&eet. The captain told a special service NCO Ip 
dl& W b  me% and a Yralf-track and set up an outpost at the n o d  
end sf  town-.the idea was to protect the flank. The nonco& 
Wok a 30 caliber ah& a 30 caliber machine gun along with th r8  
mefi tcr8help with proEctting buildings on the north end of tow& . 
In Wnem bimerihebengineers had set up a defense in the sou& 
pw df town. t&p 
-" k butst bFftVera1 mortar rounds ripped off a part of the schoq 
house roof, several Americans were wounded and taken to tl@ 

' 

nWlck4 a t i o n  for treatment. Two of the German tanks wee  
mming on the village supparted by some infantry troops in thk 
rear of the tanks thus affording them protection. One tar& 
moved along the ridge in the east near the engineers' command 
post while the other tank headed along the railroad which 
separated the village near the school house. Therattm an 
American M4 tiink left' in need' of some repair. It started to 
approach the German tank on the ridge. As they came in sig& 
'd each"Mher, the American tank fired at the German tank but 
missed. The German tank took this opportunity to fire and th& , 
it put the American tank but of action. An American bazooa 
team was soon to zero in on the German tank and put it out df 
action. The other German tank shot a large hole through t&k 
stone wall. It moved forward to cope out on the main stred. 
Theke W& a 90mm Amdrican antiaikraft mlmd. 



It fired through one o f the shops and hit the German tank. It and a future which was uncertain.
I . ______ _____ I t  lC~ » .  A.1 .  A.- t  4 . 1 .  « . 1  J
u C c u i i t C  c i i ^ U i i C u  111 d i i i u K c  a i l u  i i i C .  r \ i i u u i C i  l a i i i v  i i i a t  i i u u

stopped in back o f  the wall was hit by two A m ericans with 
bazookas and was also put out o f  action. There were many 
Germ ans w ounded or killed in this affair.

The groups w ere advised by division to hold the town at all 
costs as it was an im portant crossroad and an im portant 
objective. It was a main supply route and m ust be kept open.
There were A m ericans from H eadquartersC om pany, some cooks, 
clerks, signal people, radio operators, dem olition and mechanics.
There was also a basic m edical unit--an im portant part o f 
keeping men in action.

The G erm ans gave the m essage than an infantry assault at that 
tim e was useless. In turn the G erm ans started to assem ble a 
firing line o f  the ridge above the village. The A m ericans took 
this opportunity, a m ajor arranged the line to form a better field 
o f fire.

This was a good tim e for the m edical people to evacuate the 
w ounded and m ove som e m edical equipm ent out o f the line o f 
fire. Several rounds o f  m ortar fire landed near the treatm ent 
station. A convoy consisting o f  a com m and car, four am bulances 
with w ounded and a special surgical truck headed north out of 
Hotten. All these units were m arked with a red cross. As they 
reached the open road, the G erm ans on the ridge opened fire on 
the convoy. Two o f the am bulances and the com m and car 
escaped but two am bulances were hit and ended up in the ditch.
All the w ounded were able to get back to the treatm ent station.
The two surgical trucks were left in the roadw ay in the 
protection o f the buildings along the roadway. One o f the 
am bulance drivers was w ounded requiring medical attention at 
the aid station.

The m ortar fire on the theater and nearby buildings was 
increasing and many direct hits were observed.

The am bulances were left and the two surgical trucks were 
retrieved and packed near the rear o f the treatm ent station. It 
was suspected the G erm ans were preparing for attack that night 
or early the next day. The A merican service people had also 
prepared for the attack and stationed an 8! mm m ortar and crew 
to take up a place on line. The 81mm people had a limited 
am ount o f shells and careful observation gave them  accurate fire 
on the Germans.

As the G erm ans continued to shell the town, m any o f the 
buildings suffered much damage. Many o f the A merican 
wounded w ere taken to the treatm ent station for medical 
attention. The G erm an artillery on the ridge scored many hits on 
H otten’s saw m ill and industrial bu ild ings-severa l fires were 
started from the shells.

A defense line was set up along the railroad tracks aw aiting the 
attack. The G erm ans were su rp rised -no t knowing that the 
defenders o f  Hotten were m ade up o f cooks, clerks, m echanics 
and w ounded who were able to defend the position.

It was advised the m edical people would evacuate by the 
railroad tracks at dusk. This evacuation with medical equipm ent, 
w ounded and am bulanccs v.'as accom plished.

The G erm ans were driven out o f Hotten and two days later the 
am bulance platoon sergeant and a m echanic w ent into Hotten and 
rem oved the am bulances.

O ur unit being service troops was reassigned and as the 
A m ericans advanced we went across Remagen Bridge as medical 
support for the 78th Division treatm ent station. We set up a
t l C c i u q u u i  i c i  i l l  i l i c  l u w  i i  u f  U i i c l c .

HE W AS O NLY 18
D ecem ber 21, 1944

Cecil G . Davis 
87th In fan try  Division 
347th In fan try  
3 B attalion 
C om pany  I
Los A lam os, New Mexico
This event occurred about a week before we were sent to 
intercede in the Battle o f the Bulge but I would like to relate it 
in support o f  the brave men who died there where by fate it 
could have been me.

At this tim e we were protecting our front from German tanks 
in the small village o f W alsheim, Germany.

The evenings were getting cold and the nights were very black. 
We had prepared our fox holes along the perim eter o f  the forest 
and we could hear the German tanks moving along the edge of 
the forest on the opposite side. As usual we had two soldiers per 
fox hole and kept our heads down during the day as the Germans 
had us sighted in from information obtained by observers to our 
rear.

This event really covers the night o f D ecember 21 and the next 
m.oming. Our squad lefl̂  the forward site that evening to be 
replaced by the next squad that included my friends Laughlin, 
McGuire and Kennard. It w asn’t long after we reached our rear 
location when someone (1 don’t rem em ber his name), came 
storming into the area claim ing that som ething was happening to 
our forward locations. He w asn 't sure what it was but he was 
very frightened.

Since our squad was still available we were prepared to return 
to the forward area to check out the problem. As I mentioned 
it was very dark and foreboding and our sergeant refused to lead 
us back to the area. A brave corporal volunteered so we started 
back up a narrow path to the forward site. As we got closer we 
stopped to listen for sounds w'hich sounded like voices from 
above. Someone suggested it was only the guys [portion  
m issing] ...suspicious and claim ed that the voices were German 
voices and that we should get out o f there as quickly as possible. 
The corporal agreed and we headed back to headquarters to 
explain what little we knew.

The next morning, D ecem ber 22, we attacked back up the hill 
with considerable fire power and quickly overcam e the Germans. 
The Germans had mounted a so-called "tiger" patrol and had 
overrun our outpost. The sad tim e came when we had to go 
around to find our dead and wounded com patriots at their 
foxholes. In the foxhole I had vacated the evening before, 1 
found my friend Harry Loughlin, dead from a grenade that had 
been thrown into our hole. This day, December 22nd, was 
H arry’s 18th birthday and he died for his country in a foxhole in 
Germ any which I could have been in. Unfortunately, my other 
friends, ex-sergeants M cGuire and Kennard were also found dead 
near their foxholes.

A week later we made that tortuous trek with the 3rd Army to 
fight in the Battle o f the Bulge.

W a r  w o u ld  e n d  i f  th e  d e a d  c o u ld  re tu rn .
STANLEY BALDWIN
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STAVELOT: 
DEDICATION AND REMEMBRANCE

For many years the war veterans o f the 5th Belgian Fusiliers 
Battalion have w ished to establish a m em orial to perpetuate their 
setting fire to the gasoline dumps in Stavelot in the late morning 
o f 18 Decem ber 1944 when the SS Peiper Kampfgruppe 
penetrated the town despite courageous A merican defense. As 
they were the last troops to leave the town with members o f the 
526th U.S. Arm ored Infantry Battalion and 825th U.S. Tank 
Destroyer Battalion, the 5th Belgian Fusiliers platoon who were 
guarding the huge gasoline depot decided to bum  the gasoline to 
prevent the capture o f  the precious gas by the Germans. This 
platoon was com m anded by 1st Lt. Albert Detroz.

The Belgian Fusiliers were assisted in this operation by men o f 
the two above m entioned American units. Behind them, more to 
the north near Spa, the evacuation o f  the depot was carried on by 
the responsible unit in charge o f this depot: the 3814th QMGSC 
(US)-CO: Captain Harry Sturgis.

The 5th Belgian Fusiliers’ wish to have a memorial at the site 
o f the burning has finally been realized by the courageous action 
o f their great friend Marcel Ozer, o f  Stavelot, who constructed 
and installed this m em orial with the agreem ent o f the Stavelot 
authorities and Rem em brance Com m ittee o f the Battle o f 
Stavelot. It must be m entioned that on 18 D ecember 1944 
Marcel Ozer courageously rescued a wounded so ld ier-T ony  
Calvanese, o f the 825th U.S. Tank Destroyer platoon o f 1st Lt. 
Jack Doherty, bringing him back through the Germans to the 
A merican front line.

A group o f  5th Belgian Fusiliers with Col. Adams, M ilitary 
Attache, on the stairs o f  the Stavelot Town Hall.

Having heard that a group o f veterans o f the 526th U.S. 
Armored Infantry Battalion would visit the area under the 
guidance o f Col. George Wendt (ret.), the 5th Belgian Fusiliers 
Association made arrangem ents with the Stavelot authorities and 
Com m ittee o f Remem brance for the dedication o f the memorial 
with the participation o f their American comrades-in-arm s.

This ceremony took place May 12, 1997, in the presence o f  19 
men o f the 526th group; a large num ber o f  the 5th Belgian 
Fusiliers; Colonel Adams, M ilitary A ttache o f the U.S. Embassy; 
the color guard o f the 80th (U .S.) Area Support Group o f 
Chievres (SHAPE); the Mayor (Mr. Bleus) and authorities o f

Stavelot; and m any representatives o f  diverse patriotic 
associations and school children. The 5th Fusiliers were proud 
and honored to have the participation o f their form er 1st Lt. 
A lbert Detroz.

U nveiling  
o f  the 
J'* Belgian  
F usiliers 
M em orial by  
Paul Wantiez 
(S"" Fusiliers  
veteran) and  
George Wendt 
(526'^ 
A rm ored  
Infantry  
Battalion.

A fter a w elcom e speech and historical rem inder by Marcel 
D ’Haese, N ational C hairm an o f  the 5th Belgian Fusiliers 
Association, and a speech by Col. W endt, the m em orial which 
had been covered w ith the banner o f the 5th Fusiliers C hapter 
XXXVIII VBOB, was unveiled by Paul W antiez (5th Fusiliers) 
and Col. W endt (526th A rm ored Infantry Battalion) and many 
wreaths were laid.

As the 5th Fusiliers Association, the Stavelot authorities and 
the Com m ittee o f Rem em brance o f the Battle o f  Stavelot 
(Chairman, Emile Dalleur) had decided to seize the opportunity 
o f this inauguration to also celebrate the B elgian-Am erican 
friendship, all the participants then paid a tribute to the 825th 
Tank Destroyer/526th A rm ored Infantry D ivision m em orial at the 
rue du Chateau, the U.S. H alf-Track M em orial at the Square o f 
the 18th o f D ecem ber 1944 (also a realization o f M arcel Ozer 
near the bridge over the Am bleve River), the 30th U.S. Infantry 
Division M em orial in the park, the plate o f  the Stavelot civilian 
victim s (m ore than 150) assassinated by the SS w ithout any 
reason.

In the evening the 5th Fusiliers veterans, the 526th Armored 
Infantry group and m em bers o f the Stavelot C om m ittee o f 
Rem em brance along with Mr. and Mrs. O zer had a supper in a 
local restaurant where m any souvenirs w ere exchanged in a fine 
environm ent o f friendship.

The next m orning some o f the 5th Belgian Fusiliers veterans 
and the 526th U.S. A rm ored Infantry group laid a w reath at the 
stele o f  V aulx-R ichard (one km from Stavelot), w here twelve 
Am erican prisoners o f  w ar and three Belgian civilians were 
assassinated by the U.S. Peiper K am pfgruppe on 17 D ecem ber
1944. They then accom panied Mr. Henri R egister (C R IB A - 
C enter o f Research and Information o f  the Battle o f the Bulge) 
to M alm^dy w here a reception took place in the Town Hall.

Roger Hardy
Chairm an XXXVIIIIIIIIII VBOB Chapter 

5th Fusiliers o f  Belgium
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CHRISTMAS 
IIN 1 HE BATTLE OF THE BULGE

by Jo seph  P. B a rre tt 
474th A n tia irc ra f t A rtille ry  (A W -SP) B attalion

[Several years ago. I p u t down Christmas while talking to 
a fr ie n d  o f  m ine and  he sa id  to several people  nearby, "Joe 
Barrett is a Scrooge. " I  thought about this and it was true, 
neither Christm as or the exchanging o f  Christmas cards 
in terested  me. I have always fe l t  that the expression  
"Merry Christm as" was a hollow  saying.

On reflection I rea lized  that holiaays such as Ju ly  4th or 
Labor Day bored me a nd  I  fe e l  that this was due to the 
"war. " We w orked or i f  in com bat we fo u g h t on holidays 
or w eekends or whatever. A n d  I  sat down and  wrote the 
attached  story.... from  Joe Barrett]

It was the night before Christm as and all through the house not 
a creature was stirring not even a mouse.

This was not the situation on Christm as Eve, 1944, after four 
G erm an Arm ies, including five arm ored and twelve infantry 
divisions, had struck four Am erican divisions on December 16th, 
creating the Battle o f the Bulge.

W ithin a week a m illion soldiers in both arm ies were swirling 
through the heavy snow o f the Ardennes Forest in what was 
described by W inston Churchill as the "greatest American 
Battle."

My outfit the 474th A ntiaircraft Artillery Battalion was a part 
o f  Seventh Corps A rtillery and we were stationed just across the 
Roer River from Duren. Corps Com m ander, General J. Lawton 
Collins, nicknam ed "Lightning Joe," was planning to cross the 
Roer, attack Duren and advance to Cologne on the Rhine River. 
This was scrubbed when the G erm ans began the counter 
offensive, more popularly known as the Battle o f the Bulge.

I had ju s t received a letter from my m other, saying that my 
Christm as gifts, including a necklace, had arrived at our row 
house in the Sw am poodle section o f  North Philadelphia.

During com bat every few weeks a gronn from special services 
w ould visit us and give us our ration o f candy, chewing gum, 
cigarettes and so forth. W hen we were in Northern France in the 
later pan  o f  August, this group presented a catalog o f  gifts in 
w hich we could order Christm as presents for the folks at home 
and they prom ised to have them delivered by Christmas. Thank 
goodness they arrived. I was w orried about this. It would have 
m ade m atters so much worse if  they had no presents from their 
soldier boy overseas.

On D ecem ber 22nd Seventh Corps was ordered to move down 
into Belgium to blunt the German counter attack which now had 
rolled east for about 50 m iles. W hen it crested it would extend 
60 m iles from its base to Celles and it was also 60 m iles wide. 
The W erm acht had at that tim e 24 divisions in the field, 13 more 
in the reserve and still others reponed in the reserve at Duren. 
In addition, arm y intelligence was worried about the lack o f a 
R.ussian offensive along the V istula River which would allow 
m ore Germ an divisions to be diverted to the Ardennes.

So we set out over slick and icy roads. 1 rem em ber going 
around a m ountain on an ice covered road and a tank began to 
slide across the road tow ard us and our driver, Patsy Tosseli, 
deftly m aneuvered our half-track around the tank before we went 
over an abyss to our right. A nother tim e our half-track just

loft Kot* rtf* o ---- “ O

driver across a field. 1 can still see the driver scream ing out 
curscs and \vaving a fist in the air.

General Collins was awaiting the arrival o f the 2nd Armored 
Division and corps artillery at Marche, where the 84th Division 
was already engaging a German Panzer Division. Then he 
would begin his counter attack. We pulled o ff the road for the 
night to allow the 2nd Armored to come down from the north.
I can still hear the grinding o f the tank tracks as they ground 
through the night. The armored train was 100 miles long.

As we came down through darkened and scared Belgium towns 
whose houses were shuttered, Dave Pearlman picked up BBC on 
a small portable radio and we listened to D ickens’ Christmas 
Carol. This time the traditional Christm as story had a deeper 
m eaning because I had now lived in England. Even had friends 
there. And the characters spoke with a strong English accent. 
We were travelling through deep forest o f Spruce trees which 
w ould have made beautiful Christmas trees, except that the tops 
were all blasted o ff by artillery fire.

All around us were scenes o f which Christm as cards are 
created. Thousands o f trees, tons o f branches and it snowed 
every so often. Layer upon layer. Snow rose on each branch 
like a pyramid. Or dust on wine bottles in an ancient wine 
cellar. Around noon the sun came out for a b rief few moments, 
just enough to kiss the snow so it glistened in the moonlight. 
Some times it seemed so serene and beautiful that it was difficult 
to believe that m.en were killing each other am idst such beauty

Motor mechanic Leroy Uber had the Coleman burner going and 
was m aking a pot o f coffee and Harry Anderson, the medic, held 
it so it w ouldn’t tilt over as the half-track bounced along.

Back home my father and my brother, Marty, would be 
wrestling a huge spruce into the parlor before the fam ily would 
begin the job  o f decorating the tree. Even as the half-track 
rumbled through the forest towards one o f  the greatest tank 
battles o f the war, my mind went back to just a h a lf a dozen 
years or so ago when 1 got a bicycle for Christmas. Before that 
a one-shot BB gun. Now 1 had qualified tor new toys. I he M -1 
rifle and the Thompson sub-machine gun, which 1 cradled on my 
lap as ! sat with the others wearing heavy w inter clothes, 
overcoat, cartridge belt and helmet.

No one was talking. Some were nodding o ff to sleep.
And the U.S. 2nd Armored Division was within hours of 

m aking the greatest goal line stand o f all tim e by crushing the 
German 2nd SS Panzer Division in the Celles Pocket within 
striking distance o f the Meuse River.

But my mind was on the huge tree. Mom and Pop had been 
m arried nearly 20 years when I believed in Santa Claus, The 
huge tree filled the parlor and it seemed that my folks never 
threw any decorations away. They fixed Christm as balls which 
had the hook broken with a piece o f threat and a wooden match 
stick. They kept the tinsel since the tim e when tinsel was 
invented. Nothing was thrown away during the Depression.

it is said that if  one is 100 yards behind the front line, he is in 
the rear echelon. It was in this area that G I’s were able to form 
som.e sem.blance o f Christm.as.

In numerous farm houses, bam s, sheds, anywhere a guy could 
get out o f the cold, a couple o f soldiers would fashion a Christ
mas tree out o f a broken tree limb or bush and decorate it with 
strips o f tin cut from "C" ration cans, bits and pieces o f colored 
paper as well as chaff, a strip o f silver that bom bers dropped to 
confuse German radar. Ration and am m unition boxes simulated
w . . . ft^oniinuea on ra g e  i i )
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Many times the A merican infantryman would storm a house, 
{tilling or capturing the Germans inside. When the shooting 
stopped with dead Am ericans and Germans laying about, they 
w ould discover over in the corner a sim ilar home-made Christ
mas tree created by the Germans, o f course, they decorated the 
tree with tin foil from cigarette packages and bits o f tom  colored 
paper. They too believed in Christmas. This always made our 
guys very sad. We were only kids, you know, who once believ
ed in Santa Claus. And the Germans. They also were only kids.

A German Panzer tank battalion crept into a woods after 
pushing through the burning town o f Verdenne. The men were 
exhausted. After all it was Christmas Eve, so the com m ander 
told them to button up.

As they dozed o ff they could hear the church bells ringing for 
the Christm as Eve mass in the cathedral in Cologne. Infantry
men from the 84th Division attacked the tanks and took German 
prisoners to the rear on top o f  the tanks. Both the German 
prisoners and their American captors lustily sang Christmas 
carols.

There was a small town in Belgium, a short distance behind the 
lines, where a midnight mass was taking place. G I’s o f every 
religious persuasion attended because God had been good to 
them. They were alive.

The men squeezed into the pews wearing all o f their combat 
gear, carrying rifles and bazookas. And som etimes a helmet 
clattered across the marble church floor, having been kicked by 
a worshipper.

It was not until after the service that the worshippers 
discovered that six soldiers slept soundly all through the mass. 
They were m em bers o f  a tank crew which slipped into the 
darkened church before the mass had begun, threw down their 
bed rolls and went to sleep around the altar. The priest when he 
arrived to celebrate mass saw the men and felt that they were 
exhausted and left them to sleep in peace. One G1 was 
awakened by the organ music, zipped open his sleeping bag only 
to see grinning choir boys singing "Adeste Fidelis."

Fifty thousand A m erican, English and Italian soldiers jam m ed 
the Basilica o f St. Peter’s in Rome to attend a mass celebrated 
by Pope Pius XII. It was the first Christm as mass celebrated in 
the Vatican that was no longer surrounded by the W ermacht.

Ironically when Christians, not only at the Pope’s mass but at 
services all over the world, were singing "Silent Night, Holy 
Night," bombers o f  the 15th American A ir Force were bombing 
Saltzburg. This was the town in Germany where this traditional 
Christm as hymn was w ritten by Reverend Joseph M ohr and a 
teacher Franz Gruber. It was heard the first tim e in public at 
m idnight mass in O bem dorf, near Salzburg, Christm as Eve 1818.

In my little row house in North Philadelphia where I had 
enjoyed so many happy Christm ases, the family had a quiet 
som ewhat solemn Christm as. My m other had an empty place 
setting for the soldier who at that tim e was sitting in a copse o f 
woods quietly w atching the A ir Force flying large bombers and 
cargo planes to Bastogne. I can still see the C-47 Transports o f 
the IX Troop C arrier Com m and flying across the clear blue sky 
not very high above the frosty landscape. I later learned that 2 4 1 
planes dropped 144 tons o f  supplies to the isolated 101st 
Airborne. In addition another 160 transport planes dropped 100 
tons to the surrounded garrison at Bastogne. The line o f 
transports stretched from one horizon to the other. One after 
another after another like a long line o f traffic.

CHRISTMAS (Continued from Page 21) The w eather made a dram atic change. G eneral Patton’s prayer 
was answered. O ver 3,100 A llied planes dropped tons o f bombs 
on roads and traffic targets. German soldiers cowered in fox
holes and cellars as tanks and artillery pieces hid in the woods.

When the airmen returned to their bases in England, they 
stayed longer than usual at the bar but it d idn’t help erase the 
mem ory o f what they had seen. O f course these fellows had 
friends and relatives, some had brothers, in the Ardennes. Their 
Christm as dinner, even though the cooks put in an extra effort, 
stuck in their throats. As the cold winds sw ept past the new 
deserted runways and through the Quonset huts, they d idn’t 
complain about the w inter drafts. At least it is w anner than the 
Ardennes. They shared stories with the ground crew who 
rem ained at the air base in England.

"You should have seen those doughboys."
"Livin’ like wolves, they were." A pilot said as he tried to 

fork down some white meat.
"In holes covered with brush." Put in a bombardier.
"And when they saw us, they ran across the snow covered 

fields. W aving their rifles in the air." A tail gunner said.
"Running stiff-like on frozen feet." But the stuffing was 

tasteless.
"Bundled up, they were. Some carried brown, GI blankets over 

their heads. Others had gray German Army blankets."
"They were so God dam ned m iserable and yet so God damned 

happy because we were there."
A captain said w ithout em otion, "They are eating tonight 

thanks to the United States Air Forces."
"Yeah," pointed out the navigator, " ‘K ’ rations and ‘C ’s."
"Yeah," another gunner pointed out, "dry cheese." "Shit called 

ham and egg yolk." "Hard crackers." "Stew." "Baked beans."
All cold.
The Colonel stood up.
"Let say grace," he said rather em barrassed because he was a 

rough and tough old fiyboy not really known as a man o f  prayer.
"Dear Jesus, who was born in a m anger this day in 

Bethlehem .....
And he stopped for a long m om ent. Coughed. Cleared his 

throat.
"Please help those poor bastards fighting in the snow in 

Belgium."
And the tears fell on the m ince pie some o f  which was left 

untouched.
My brother, Frank, at Christm as dinner kept staring at the 

em pty plate. In January I received a letter from him and he 
wrote that the dinner was "spooky,"

I cannot rem em ber any soldier saying "M erry Christm as" to a 
fellow soldier on that Christm as Day in 1944. O f course, we did 
not exchange Christm as cards either.

Passages taken from  The B ulse  Busle, M ay 1992 issue, 
pages 14 and 18. Christmas Eve M ass in Rome from  Stars 
and Stripes, late D ecem ber and early January, 1944 and
1945.

Also Parker, D anny S., Battle o f  the B ulse: H itle r’s 
Ardennes Offensive. 1944-45. C om bined Books, Inc., I99 I. 
Pages 177, 178, 180 and  182.

See also Eisenhower, David, EISENH O W ER: A T  WAR 
1943-45. Random House, N ew  York, 1986. Pages 572 
through 592. u
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iMEiMBERS SPEAK OUT Estelle at; 3500 Country Road 414, Taylor, Texas 76574.

Wc received a letter from Vita Francavillo, would like to find 
out more about her husband’s tim e in the Bulge. He was PVT. 
A L PH O N S E  ,1. FR A N C A N IL L O , who was killed in the Bulge 
in Belgium on Decem ber 23, 1944. He shipped out o f Ft. Dix 
in August 1944, was in London and then Holland for 2-1/2 
months. He was reported m issing in action on Decem ber 23, 
1944. Finally, in April, 1945, she received word that he had 
been killed on D ecem ber 23, 1944. She would appreciate any 
inform ation anyone could provide her. W rite to her at: 1755 
East 93rd Street, Brooklyn, New York 11236-5411.

Every year we receive a lovely note from Associate M ember 
STAIN C. B EL L E N S. Again this year, he graciously offers to 
be o f  assistance to you in getting around in Europe. If  you’re 
going and w ould like some help, write to Stan at: 4 Rue de la 
Trom pette; B-4680 Herm ee; Belgium. [Thanks. S ta n ]

E A R L  T. C H A M N E SS, 28T !! D IV ISIO N , would like to have 
inform ation on Colm ar. If you can advise him (or tell him what 
book to read), write to him at: PO Box 96, Concrete, 
W ashington 98237.

E. H. P IT Z E R , 4TH  A R M O R E D  D IV ISIO N , 46TH  
f v ie d ic a i . Ba t t a l i o n , c o m p a n y  b , would like to know 
if  anyone rem em bers E D G E L  ,1. L A N D FO R D  (name could be 
E. JO H N  L A N G FO R D ), who was killed in the Bulge on 
D ecem ber 17, 1944. All o f  his papers were lost quite some time 
ago. If you can help write to him at: 1416 N orm andy Drive, 
N/it D ors Florids. 3^75*7

G. J. W ynn is trj'ing  to find R ED  R O G E R S . .Red may have 
been a m em ber o f the 75TH  IN FA N TR Y , 291ST IN FAN TRY . 
He was stationed at H averfordwest, South W ales, UK during 
N ovem ber o f 1944. As the name would indicate, he had red 
hair. W rite to Mr. W ynn at: Alresford G olf Club; Cheriton 
Road; A lresford; Hants sy 2 4 ( jrN ; UK..

P E T E R  J . JA H N E R . 83RD  IN FA N TRY  D IV ISIO N , is very 
interested to find pictures o f  Bihain, Belgium, taken in mid- 
January, 1945. He is also interested to know if  there has been 
a history o f the 83rd published. W rite to Peter at: 1115 10th 
Street. Idaho Falls. Idaho 83404-5007.

A ssociate M em ber Joe Edelhausen has w ritten with two requests: 
(1) He w ould like to find a m em ber o f the 101 ST A IR B O R N E  
D IV ISIO N  who attended the 50th com. mem oration in Bastogne. 
This particular GI entered Bastogne on the 19th o f December, 
1944. He was interviewed (at the 50th) on M cAuliffe Square 
near a Sherm an tank. (2) He would like to find B ILL 
T U C K E R . 82ND A IR B O R N E  D IV ISIO N , who attended a 
com m em oration m arch in Fosse, Belgium, in February, 1997. If 
you know these men tell them to contact Joe. Joe has pictures 
he w ould like to send them . Joe’s address is: Falconetruwe 11; 
6218 RL M aastricht; The Netherlands.

Estelle Sladek w ould like to hear from anyone who served with 
her husband: E D W IN  SL A D E K , 95TH  IN FA N TRY  
D IV ISIO N , 378T H  IN FA N T R Y , C O M PA N Y  C W rite to

Jerome H. Long writes to let us know he would like to hear 
from any veteran who served with the 969TH  FIELD  
A R T IL L E R Y  B A TTA LIO N  or the 333R D  FIELD  
A R T IL L E R Y  B A TTA LIO N . W rite to Jerome at: Wesleyan 
University, Department o f Religion, 171 Church Street, 
M iddleton, Connecticut 06459-0029.

Associate M ember P IE R R E  BA ERTEN  writes to advise that he 
and others are preparing a history o f their region. As a result he 
would like to hear from vets o f the following units who were in 
the vicinity o f Tongeren (Tongres), M aastricht, Bilzen and (near 
Hoeselt): 2ND, 9 I H ,  8T H , 84I H, 95TH , 79 I H, 104I H 
IN FAN TRY  D IV ISIO N S, 2ND & 9TH  A R M O R E D  
D IV ISIO N S and 667TH  T O P O G R A P H IC  C O M PA N Y . He 
would like to hear from you regarding when and for how long 
you were there (about six miles south o f Maastricht). If you 
were not with these particular units, but were there—he would 
also like to hear from you. W rite to Pierre at: Bronstraat 6; 
3730 Hoeselt; Belgium.

C O O L ID G E S . C O PE L A N D , 87TH  IN FAN TRY  D IVISION , 
334TH  FIE L D  A R T IL L E R Y  B A TTA LIO N , SER V IC E 
C O M PA N Y , recently attended a Red, W hite and Blue ceremony 
at the Saratoga Race Track in Saratoga, New York. One o f the 
groups participating had a battle stream er attached to their colors. 
It is his understanding that the stream er was given by 
Luxembourg and related to the Ardennes Campaign. If you 
know where C oolidge’s chapter could obtain one, write to him: 
PO Box 142, Argyle, New York 12809-0142.

R O G E R  M A R Q U ET , Belgian Associate M em ber and CRIBA 
member, would like to learn more units who collected bodies of 
the I IT H  A R M O R E D  D IV ISIO N  D ecember 29-31, 1944 and 
January 1-3, 1945, in the following areas: Jodenville, Chenogne, 
Monty, M ande-Saint-Etienne. These were battle areas o f the 
21st A.miored Infantry' Battalion and the 22nd Tank Battalion. 
Does anyone rem ember who was in charge o f this? If so, please 
write to Roger at: 67, Fonds de Foret, 4870 Trooz, Belgium.

EDDY L E M O IN E , was 4 years old when the town o f Mons was 
liberated in Septem ber, 1944, by the 1ST INFANTRY 
DIV ISIO N . Since that tim e his efforts have been unsuccessful 
to Tmd R O B E R T  W IL H O IT E  (16TH  R E G IM E N T , 
C O M PA N Y  I), who lived with his family at that time. (Last 
known address was W ashington, DC.) If anyone can help Eddy 
find Robert or information regarding him, write to him at: 42, 
rue Victor DeJardin, Mons 7000, Belgium.

SO L L E W IS writes to see if  we can help him. He was taken 
prisoner in Luxembourg on January 28, 1945, in Luxembourg. 
He was a radio operator with a liaison officer and was a 
replacem ent. He was sent to an infantry' com.pany. He is unable 
to recall the outfit number. After many days he was sent to the 
final destination in a cam p in Bad Orb. He was wounded in 
both legs. He was liberated April 2 and returned to New York 
on April 28th. If you can help him with outfit numbers, please 
write to him at: 23231 Harding, Oak Park, M ichigan 48237.
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D O U G LA S JO H N S O N , 28TH  IN FAN TRY  D IV ISIO N , 
112TH IN FA N TRY , C O M PA N Y  L, writes in response to our 
article "WWII M edals Available," to find out who decided who 
could receive the Com bat Infantry Badge in a combat unit. As 
no mention o f this badge was made before, during or after the 
campaign he wants to know if all riflemen in combat in the 
Bulge qualify? W rite to Douglas at; 2858 - 32nd Avenue W 
#106, Seattle, W ashington 98199.

B EN ED IC T B. K IM M E L M A N , 28TH  D IV ISIO N , 
H EA D Q U A R T E R S, SPE C IA L  T R O O PS, writes with regard 
to the availability o f  a Bronze Star to those who earned a 
Combat Infantrym an’s Badge or a Combat M edic’s Badge: "I 
would appreciate your publishing the authority for this statement 
or a correction. As I still read it, the Bronze Star Medal was 
awarded for heroic or meritorous achievem ent.’" If you can 
answer Benedict, write to him at: 1711 Pine Street, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania 19103.

Associate m em ber H EN R I HANNON writes to see if  anyone 
can help him locate Jimm y Moore who served in the Counter 
Intelligence Corps (CIC) o f the 1st Army at Spa Belgium during 
WWII. In 1952 it was known that Jimm y lived in Boston. 
Jimmy was a friend o f an underground advisor in Spa whose 
name was Rousseau Celestin (nicknam ed Freddy). If you can 
help write to Henri: %M asi, Rue W althere Jam aer31 l/OI; 4430 
ANS; Belgium.

DON AG H  F. O ’H A R A , 912TH  FIE L D  A R T IL L E R Y  
B A TTA LIO N , B A TTER Y  C, would very much like to hear 
from any o f his old buddies. Write to Don at; 47 Sprucewood 
Drive, Gilford, New Hampshire 03246-7514.

JA C K  M O C N IK , 526TH  A R M O R E D  IN FA N TRY  
B A TTA LIO N , recalls having seen a stone wall on the east side 
o f the Rhine which had large (5 or 6 feet) red letters which read: 
ONW ARD FOOLS OF M OSCOW , YOU ARE SEEKING 
LOVE BUT FINDING DEATH. Did you see it? If so write to 
Jack at: 705 East Quincy, Pittsburg, Kansas 66762.

FO R E ST  H A R T L E Y , 196TH FIE L D  A R T IL L E R Y  
B A T T A L IO N , B A TTER Y  B, would like to hear from any one 
who was with him during WWII. W rite to Forest at: 4447 
Friermuth Road, Stockbridge, Michigan 49285-9509.

MEMBERS SPEAK OUT (Continued from  Page 23)

Commando Otto Skorzeny, 
towering over his patron, Adolf 
Hiller, was given only six weeks 
hy the Fuhrer to prepare his 
commandos for their disruptive 
hehind-the-lines forays in the 
guise o f  American soldiers. But 
Skorzeny had executed equally 
urgent and unorthodox schemes 
before; in his greatest coup he 
had rescued the ousted dictator 
Mussolini from a mountaintop 
lodge 75 miles northwest o f  
Rome, where he was being held 
prisoner in 1943 by the Italian 
successor government. When 
Hitler informed Skorzeny o f  the 
commando mission, he said. ‘7  
know the time given you is very 
short hut I  count on you to do the 
impossible."

■ H i .  • '  ,i t  St

TO BE AN AMERICAN
By Denis E. Bergeron 

80 INFD 318 INF 80 SIG

My hometown o f Friendswood (Texas) had its usual Fourth o f 
July festivities. The m ile long parade route was crowded well 
before the parade began at 10:00 a.m. I paraded as a WWII 
m em ber o f the V eterans o f  Foreign W ars, Friendswood Post 
3002.

I looked at a sea o f  faces, young and old, as the parade went 
along. It was very hot but people shouted happy Fourth o f July 
greetings. The first tim e I asked a crowd o f  spectators, "Isn’t it 
great to be an A m erican?" It was like a spark igniting the true 
emotions o f the Fourth o f July. People jum ped, w aved, and 
shouted how great it is to  be an American.

Just about everyone in Friendswood participated in the 
celebrations which kept going all day long and into the evening 
with entertainm ent, speeches, and fireworks. But there is 
absolutely no doubt that the spirit, the feeling, the emotion, the 
pride, and the overall patriotic spirit o f  the day can be summed 
up with a resounding "YES" to the question, "Isn’t it great to be 
an A merican?"

We rem aining W orld W ar II veterans were brought up during the 
depression o f the I930’s, and we fought for our country in the 
1940’s. We know that this is still the land o f opportunity. And 
we have no sym pathy for those who continually belittle our 
nation and our governm ent. They need to wake up, jo in  the vast 
majority in building a better, stronger country, and cherish what 
we already possess.

IT’S GREAT

KILROY7...CHAD? 
DO YOU KNOW THE TRUTH?

[This article was send  in hy G A YLO R D  B R E N N A N , 
539TH  O R D N A N C E  TA N K  M A IN T E N A N C E ]

Several tim es in the past, our 
m agazine has printed references to 
the cartoon character on the left as 
"Kilroy." N ot true. Kilroy was 
never seen, only words to the 
affect that he had been there.

This little guy was British. His 
name was "Chad." He was seen 
on walls and doors in railroad 
stations, pubs, and other public 
places all over the UK. The 

accom panim ents to this fellow ’s picture were phrases sim ilar to 
our "loose lips sink ships." One I rem em ber was, "Shhh, Chad 
is listening."

Many o f  our m em bers were in the UK. Some for years before 
we ended up in the Ardennes. I’m sure they will rem em ber 
"Chad."
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We receive many items which do not fit into any particular category’ in this newsletter; therefore, we are 
using them in this manner for your reading pleasure.

W H E N  IT  A L L  S T A R T E D
I w as in M anderfeld , B elgium , w hen the Bulge Started. M anderfeld is 
in the Losheim  Gap. W e w ere holding a 9.000 yard sector betw een the 
106th D ivision and the 99th D ivision. W e held out until the afternoon. 
W e left one end o f  the town and the G erm ans were com ing in the other. 
W e w ere in the pocket until around the first o f  the year

H a ro ld  E. G an n  
18 CAV  R E C O N  SQ D

n a a a a

E A C H  Y EA H  G E T S  T O U G H E R
...g lad  to  be a m em ber and still k icking--go t tw o Purple H earts during 
the Bulge. 1 w as 19 years old and really hoped that 1 w ould m ake it to 
20 uui w asn’t sure. Now i ’lii 72 and hope to m ake 73--getting tougher 
every year.

1 m et four o ther troopers from  the 17th A irborne D ivision at C arlisle 
A irborne and Special Forces R eunion—none o f  us knew each other but 
wc do now. Don Lassen, E ditor o f  S ta tic  Line, w as there and took our 
photo together. W e w ere the only W W II veterans at the reunion.

R o b e rt S tro n ” 
17 ABND

□□□□□

A G E N T L E  B EA R
1'he stor>' 1 am  about to  tel! is m.ore o f  a hum*orous one, at least I think 
50. It 13 about rny cxpcncncc  entering  the outfit as a Sau SuCk 
replacem ent. The sergeant took m e to  m eet m em bers o f  the platoon 1 
w as supposed to  be attached to  The first m an 1 cam e face-fn-face with 
w as a guy nam ed D elm ar W ilson, a rough-looking individual over six 
feet tall, w ith  a beard as heavy as that o f  a grizzly  bear, right there and 
then it m ade me w ant to cry for m y mam a.

The squad w as in a sort o f  break that day, so everyone w as cleaning 
up a bit. including o f  course shaving o ff  w hat looked like to me a 
m onth o f  old w hiskers A little  later that sam e day 1 asked aroiind for 
D elm ar so I could get acquainted  w ith him . know ing by now that I was 
in fact his new  bed buddy. Even though he w as standing less than ten 
feet from  me. I did not recognize the m an after he had shaved o ff  his 
enorm ous beard.

This, needless to  say, brought out a big laugh from everyone in the 
room  and a red face to a very scared  young replacem ent.

It d id n ’t take us very long to becom e the best o f  friends. Me looked 
after m e as i f  I w as his younger brother. Did not know how lucky this 
day w as for m e to have D elm ar as m y bunk buddy, until the cold 
w eather hit us. You see, he w as our squad truck driver, along the way 
lie had m anaged to  "liberate" about a dozen or so blankets, and together 
w ith m y two, we kept pretty  w arm  during that m iserable 1944-45 
w inter.

He w as not at all the grizzly  bear I had m et that first day, but a mild 
and gentle man. He w as the only one w ho did not m ake fun o f  my 
very poor English. You see, I w asn’t ju s t new in the outfit. I was also 
very new to the country. He m ade m e feel w elcom e in both places.

I said it before and 1 w ill say it again: Thanks. Delm ar. Thanks for 
every thing.

D om enic F irm an i 
80 IN FD  305 E N G R  C M B T  BN 

□ □□□□

O N E  W E E K  O F F ...W IT H  PAY
1 w on’t be able to attend the reunion, but I will be th inking o f you and 
all the m en who fought, died and were w ounded at the BOFi.

I was there with the 2nd (Indianhead) D ivision. 9th Infantry. Com pany 
H—N orm andy invasion to the end o f the war.

For eleven m onths o f  com bat. I had one w eek o ff  o f  the front line--a 
48 hour pass. Not everything can be w ritten down, people would not 
believe it. I c an 't believe how wc coped with the w eather and still be 
alive after all the battles fought.

1 was w ounded and received two Purple H earts, five m ajor battle stars 
and other things. N othing can com pare to the m en w ho gave their lives.

I read the articles in The Bulge Bugle and they bring back so many 
m em ories that we can never forget—losing our buddies and best friends 
ai the t^aiiie o f  the Buige.

L eo n a rd  L. H uskey
2 IN FD  9 IN F H

□□□□□

C A U G H T  N EA R  ST. V IT H
Just briefly, the 9th A rm ored D ivision was caught in the Battle o f the 
Bulge, h^ach com bat com m and had to tigh t by them selves. We were 
caught near St. Vith as CCB o f  the 99th A rm ored. One com bat 
com m and defended the road to  Luxem bourg Citv. The other was near

I thought you m ight like a copy o f  this [a 66-page h istory o f  the 2^th  
A rm ored  Infantr)' Batta lion]  for your histoPr'. !f not, throw  it in the 
trash. [Elmer, this will never go  in the trash. He thank you  sincerely  
fo r  it and, rest assured, we w ill see that it fo rever rem ains a treasure. /

E lm er B. L indsey
9 A R M D D  27 A IB A

n n n n n

H E A R D  IT  ON T H E  G R A P E V IN E
I d o n 't rccall having read in The Bulge Bugle  at any tim e and doubt if 
1 could have m issed it. It seem s there are o fficers from  WWII that 
w ould love to  have the G erm an divisions that we fought against attend 
the conventions o f  A m erican G Ts. Has this really happened. Have we 
forgotten what took place those long years ago? In my m ind 1 think it 's  
one o f  the craziest, stupid things I ever heard of. M aybe its ju s t me. but 
i can w rite a long list o f good men who died in co m b a t-m an y  still 
buried over in France, L uxem bourg, G erm any, England, etc., who 
w ould never have a voice in this. I f  i t 's  your choice to forgive is one 
thing. D on 't bring these past night m ares to our special place—our 
conventions.

1 have talked and w ritten to m en from d ifferent divisions and to a 
m an, they say "NO. D o n 't let them  in."

A few have said to m e that m aybe these officers, som e o f  whom think 
they won the w ar by them selves, are so thin on battles to win. they want 
this last shot at being in the headlines again. If so, ju s t have the 
G erm ans com e to their houses and leave our conventions to the U.S. 
so ld iers and service men.

My question is: has this happened? And. if  so, w hat were the 
thoughts o f  the men that d id n 't have a say in the G erm ans (or Japs)

W  f  U t i  C
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Many thanks for your stories in The Bulge Bugle. It’s still cold every winter 
and it was darned cold in the Bulge.

Frank Yerks 
4 ARMDD, 51 AIB B

[Frank, it must be ju s t a rumor. To the best o f  our knowledge this has 
not been considered]

VARIOUS AND SUNDRY (Continued from Page 25)

LIVING TO SEE MY 81ST BIRTHDAY
February 26, I945--Our job was a dismounted attack on the Village of Schoden, 
just across the Saar River from the Town of Ayl. I was with a communications 
group that had set up housekeeping in one of those large German pillboxes. 
They hit us in a stiff counter attack on Sunday night of the 25th. We fought 
them all through that Sunday night and into Monday morning. A German yelled 
"Come out or we’ll blow you to hell" and then they came down into the pillbox. 
I had been bleeding through the night from a wound to the left o f my windpipe. 
We came out of that pillbox with our hands over our heads. It was coming 
daylight and beginning to rain and every time we stopped I would pass out.

This German kid probably wasn’t 15 years old. His uniform was too big for 
his child’s body. I was lying in a ditch along side the road and bleeding like the 
proverbial stuck pig. He bent over me, and then he stopped the bleeding and put 
a bandage on my neck. As he turned to leave. I called after him, "Danka 
Schoen." He turned around and came back to me and fussed over me like a 
mother hen, and when he was finished I had a huge bandage around my neck. 
I’ll bet I looked like Uncle Wiggley from the cabbage patch. I'm as sure as I am 
that God makes little green apples that I would not be 81 if it had not been for 
that German kid.

Joseph W. Bulkeley
10 ARMDD 61 AIB B

[Joseph, although we try to stay away from  stories that did not occur in 
the Bulge, we. too. are happy that you 're going to make it to 8J.[

MY FRENCH CAME IN HANDY
In Germany during the Battle o f the Bulge, I was a sergeant in the motor pool 
and had to pick up stuff at Headquarters all the time.

One day I was on my way there and had two beig Belgian soldiers with me. 
Above us was a dog fight between a small American and a German one. The 
American plane had shot down the German one and the pilot of the american 
plane came down low and hollered at us to get the German pilot, who was 
floating down.

As I was due to pick up food for the company at headquarters, I told the 
Belgians to capture the German and I would pick them up enroute back.

When I got back the Belgian soldiers were waiting for me and told me the 
German was dead. One of them had on his boots and I could small fresh gun 
powder on them. I had wanted to take the German pilot in as a prisoner.

I would take these Belgians down to headquarters to eat-they could eat. they 
were so big and always hungry. I wish I had got their names and addresses, so
I could have stayed in touch. The Belgians liked us Americans and would have 
done anything for us. I could converse with them in French, which came in 
handy many times.

We really enjoy The Bugle. Keep up the good work. I wrote because I never 
see anything from our 78th Division. Hope this can be put in the next edition 
so we can be represented.

Raymond J. Rocheleau 
78 INFD 310 INF AT

A NICE SURPRISE
On a very nice sunny July 15. 1997. morning in Oslo, Norway, our touring group 
of 13 Americans from Oregon and Washington States, were awaiting street car 
#19 on the street outside our lodging. An elderly man approached us along the 
sidewalk. He started speaking loudly in English, "You Americans?" 1 
answered, "Yes," rather quizzically, wondering what’s coming next. He 
continued, "1 just want to thank you"! Now we were all looking right at him and 
showing surprise at his statement and with a "for what look" about us! He 
continued, "I just want you to know how much 1 appreciate what the United 
States did for me and for all of us. You rescued me from a concentration camp 
and gave us all our freedom. You Americans made it possible for us to enjoy

the freedom of life we have today! I just wanted you to know how much 1
appreciate what you did for us"!

Our street car came clanging up, and we had to jump on! Now, I wish I had 
stayed and talked to the man-found out more about him. Maybe he was 
liberated in Germany-maybe by the 11th Armored Division 

This happening was a wonderful highlight o f our recent tour of the 
Scandinavian countries.

Roger J . Mockford
11 ARMDD 55 AIB C

LEOPOLDVILLE REMEMBERED
M any  o f  you  w ill rem em b er the  sto ries and  co m m en ts  w e have 
recen tly  pub lished  regard ing  the  ill-fa ted  L eo p o ld v ille . This 
B elg ian  sh ip  w as sunk in the E nglish  C hannel on C hris tm as Eve 
1944. It carried  2 ,235 m em bers o f  the  66th  In fan try  D iv is io n -  
rep lacem en ts be ing  sen t to the  B attle  o f  the  B ulge.

A m onum en t listing  the  nam es o f  the  763 A m erican  so ld iers 
w ho d ied  w hen  the ship  w as to rpedoed  w ill be d ed ica ted  at 1:00 
p .m ., N o v em b er 7th at Ft. B enning , G eo rg ia  (S acrifice  F ield). 
Four hund red  n ine ty -th ree  o f  the  bod ies from  th is trag ic  event 
w ere nev er recovered .

O rgan izers expec t several hundred  p ersons w hose  fam ilies  w ere 
a ffec ted  by  the d isaste r to  a tten d  the  ded ica tion .

A b o ve  le ft to right: Susan  E isen h o w er a n d  D o ro th y  Davis.
Susan  w ill be the  sp ea ker  a t the  D ecem b er 16th banquet.
The above  p ic tu re  sh o w s Susan  a u to g ra p h in g  co p ies  o f  her  
n ew  book "Mrs. Ik e "  a t the  d ed ica tio n  o f  the  A rm o red  
D ivision  d ed ica tion  at F o rt M eade.

V B O B  R E U N IO N , C a r lis le , PA (Continued fro m  Page 8)

m ilitary services w ho attend  the  W ar C ollege, an d  s im ila r officers 
fro m  th e  a n n e d  forces o f  friend ly  na tions w ho study at C arlisle  
B arracks.

M usic for tills m em orable cerem ony w as prov ided  by the  U .S. 
A n tiy  B and , “P ersh in g 's  O w n ,” from  F ort M yer, VA.

F o llo w in g  th e  m onum ent ded ica tion , V BO B  m em bers and  
th e i r  fam ilies  p a rtic ip a ted  in  tou rs o f  th e  W ar C ollege, the  
M ilitary H istory  Institu te , and  the  m any h is to ric  a reas  o f  C arlisle  
Barracks. T he M ilita ry  H istory  In s titu te  a t th e  post co n ta in s over
9,000,000 articles re la ting  to the  h is to ry  o f  A m erica 's  w ars. T hey 
inc lude  the  personal w artim e  h is to ries  o f  m any o f  the  veterans 
w ho fought in  the  B attle  o f  the  B ulge.

Speak ing  on b e h a lf  o f  a ll V BO B  m em bers. Pres. W ojtusik 
expressed th an k s  to  G en. Scales, Col. V ossler, and  to  all so ld iers 
an d  c iv ilian s  at C arlisle  B arrack s w ho m ade th is  S ep tem ber 17, 
1997, so special fo r th e  v e te ran s o f  the  battle , an d  th e ir  fam ilies 
and  friends.
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BOOKS YOU MAY FN.TOY

The following books were recently received for our archives:

The Shock o f  War (Volumes 1 & II), by J. C. Doherty. Author 
Doherty was in a heavy mortar squad in the 99th Infantry Division. 
This 900-page history deals with the crucial battles southeast o f 
Liege on and around the Elsenborn Ridge These battles forced the 
W ehrmacht high command to pass the lead role in the German 
Ardennes attack from 6th SS Panzer Army to 5th Panzer Army and 
thereby changed the course and direction of the attack. Doherty’s 
history features the operations o f the U.S. 1st, 2nd, and 99th 
Infantry Divisions and many attached units. Order the two-volume 
set from: Vert Milon Press, Box 332, Alexandria, Virginia 
22313. Cost is $32.00 for both, including shipping and handling.

Citizen Soldiers by Stephen E. Ambrose. This sequel to D-Day 
opens at 0001 hours, June 7, 1944, on the Normandy beaches, and 
ends at 0245 hours. May 7, 1945. In between come the battles in 
the hedgerows o f Normandy, the breakout at St.-Lo, the Faiaise 
gap, Patton tearing through France, the liberation o f Paris, the 
attempt to leap the Rhine in Operation Market-Garden, the near- 
miraculous German recovery, the battles around Metz and in the 
Huertgen Forrest, the Battle o f the Bulge..., the capture of the 
bridge at Remagen, and ends with the overrunning of Germany. 
Hundreds o f interviews and oral histories from enlisted men and 
junior officers on both sides of the battles. Available tor $27.50 at 
your local book stores—published by Simon & Schuster.

G et your ANNIVERSARY EDITION. 
I hird Printing

The Lion’s Share
by D. J . Young

T he H ighly-A cclaim ed Novel 
on T he B attle of the Bulge

"I liked your book. O nly som eone who was there  could have 
w ritten  it."
John Toland, The Story o f the Bulge

"T he book is w onderfully  readab le ."
Paul Fussell, The Great War and Modern Memory

"T he L ion’s Share s tirred  lots o f m em ories o f W W II."
Page Smith, A People's History o f the United States

W ebsite http://nieinbers.aol.com /B iguoni

S e n d  $ 1 0  ( c o v e r s  ta x , s h ip p in g )  to .

AVRANCHES PRESS
1 7 0 0  C h e ry l  W a y  

A p to s ,  C A  9 5 0 0 3

a d d r e s s e s  f o r  
CREBA & CEBA 
MONUMENT GUIDES
Many o f you have written to Roger Hardy in Belgium, to obtain 
a copy o f the pocket guide Battle o f  the Bulge M emory Routes. 
Y our inquiries should be addressed to:

Andre Hubert
President o f CRIBA
29 Rue du Centre
6674 Langlire (Gouvy), Belgium

Tilly Kimmes 
CEBA
29, rue de Hunsdorf, L-7324 
Steinsel, Luxembourg

This guide was m entioned in the May, 1997, Bugle.

*ATTENTION-ATTENTiON-
H O W  T O  R E PL A C E  LO ST M ILITA R Y  

R EC O R D S A ND /O R M EDALS:

To obtain lost deco ra tions o r aw ards froru W W iI, wntc. 
Com m ander (ARPERCEN)
9700 Page Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63132-5260 

Explain how you lost the medals, request replacem ent and send 
copies o f discharge certificates to show that you are entitled to 
them.

To obtain a copy o f m issing d ischarge  reco rds (Form 214) 
writs!

C om m ander (ARPERCEN)
ATT: DARP-PAS-EVS 
9700 Page Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63132-5260

If you w ere aw arded  the C om bat In fan try  Badge (CIB) 
(W W II only), you are entitled to a Bronze Star Medal. If you 
have not rcccivcd this award write:

C om m ander (ARPERCEN)
ATTN: DAR-PAS-EAW  
9700 Page Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63132 

Make the request and include a copy o f your discharge 
certificate. This docum ent should show you received the CIB.

The VBOB office has no m ilitary records and we are unable to 
help you obtain any o f the above. W hen we receive a request to 
be o f assistance with the above, all we can do is pass your 
inquiry along to the above addresses. W riting to the VBOB 
office only slows your inquir\' dovvn.n
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143RD AAA GUN BA TTA LIO N  
C O M M E N D A TIO N

[The follow ing was received from  FRAN K LIN  (BUD) 
KOEPKE, 143RD AAA GUN B A T T A L IO N ]

H E A D Q U A R T E R S 
ELEVENTH ANTIAIRCRAFT ARTILLERY GROUP 

APO 758, U.S. Army
23 August 1945.

Subject: Commendation on Performance 
During Ardennes Offensive.

To: Commanding Officer, 143rd AAA Gun Battalion.

1. During the period 18 December 1944 to 3 January 
1945 the 143rd AAA Gun Battalion was attached to the 
XVIII Corps (AB) and subsequently attached to this Group 
Headquarters and the 30th Infantry Division primarily in 
an antimechanized role initially and later in an AA role. 
This battalion performed in a superior manner during this 
period and I deem it fitting that I, the Corps AA Officer at 
that time, should take the initiative and express the praise 
for this unit that was felt throughout the Headquarters o f 
the XVIIl Corps (AB) and the 30th Infantry Division.

2. As shown by the battalion’s official records the 143rd 
stopped the enem y’s armored spearhead that was thrusting 
North toward LIEGE in the vicinity o f STOUMONT and 
STOUMONT STATION on 19 December 1944. It was 
during this action that the 143rd fought their guns with 
practically no infantry support, knocked out six (6) Tiger 
tanks and two (2) M-4 tanks with their 90 mm guns, and 
bazookas borrowed from what withdrawing infantry troops 
there were in the vicinity. When on 21 December 1944 
the battalion was attached to the 30th Infantry Division for 
an AT and TD mission, the same superb performance o f 
duty prevailed and again the 143rd proved their 
fearlessness and was the victor over three (3) Mark VI 
Tiger tanks and one (1) M-4 Sherman being operated by 
the enemy, in the vicinity o f La Gleize.

3. While the 143rd was given practically no opportunity 
to prove their efficiency in an AA role while attached to 
this headquarters, they did hang up an outstanding record 
as tank destroyers and as infantry. 1 cannot praise this 
battalion too highly for their courageous and inspiring 
actions at a time in the initial phases o f the ARDENNES 
offensive when the courage to stand and fight one’s guns 
was almost a supreme sacrifice in itself This battalion 
definitely stopped the enemy spearhead headed for LIEGE 
and I salute every man in that battalion for their super 
performance during this period.

Signed: Harry P. Newton 
Colonel, CAC 
Commanding

The following pictures relate to the commendation on the 
left:

Stoumont Station was Kampfgruppe Peiper Tanks’ furthest 
penetration west.

"X" marks the approximate spot at the Stoumont 
Station in Belgium where the 99mm gun which stopped  
Kampfgruppe Joachim Peiper would have been.

The translation on the above monument says: Here the 
Invader M’as Stopped. The monument is near the 
Stoumont Station.

The pictures were taken by Captain Leon Kent o f the 
battalion (Battery C) in 1996. Captain Kent was also with 
the 90mm gun on 19 December 1944.

They were learning the reality of war, these young
sters, getting face to face with the sickening 
realization that men get killed uselessly because 
their generals are stupid, so that desperate encoun
ters w here the last drop of courage has been given 
serve the country not at all and make a patriot look a 
fool.

B R U C E  C A T T O N
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REUNIONS
78TH  IN FA N TRY  D IV ISIO N , October 7-12, 1998, Rosemont (Chicago area). 
Illinois. Contact: Stanley Zolna. 422 Super Street, M onsinee. Wisconsin 54455.

94TH  IN FA N TRY  D IV ISIO N , May 28-30, 1998, Atlanta. Georgia. Contact: 
Harry Helms, 609 Dogwood Drive, Downington, Pennsylvania 19335.

99T II IN FA N TRY  DIV ISIO N . July 22-26. 1998. Kansas City. Missouri. 
Contact: Bill M eyer. P.O. Box 99, Marion, Kansas 66861.

526T1I A R M O R ED  IN FA N TRY  B ATTALION. March 4-8. 1998. Doubletree 
Hotel. Costa Mesa, California. Contact: Tom Henderson,4465 Outrigger Circle, 
Huntington Bcach. California 92649.
Telephone: 714-846-0478.

Received too late fo r last issue:

I7T H  A IR B O R N E  D IV ISIO N , .September 4-7. 1997. French l.ick Springs 
Resort, French Lick, Indiana. Contact: Kdward J. Sicrgicj, 2903 Revere Place, 
Deland, Florida 32720-1459. I'elephone: 904-736-6722.

80TH  A IR B O R N E  B A IT A L IO N , October 3-4, 1997. Dayton. Ohio. Contact: 
Joe Oberkrieser, 53 South Lane, Orchard Park. New York 14127-3342.

249TII EN G IN E E R  C O M B A T BA TTA LIO N , held September 18-20. 1997. 
Contact: James Hand at telephone num ber 716-593-5094.

ANSW ERS TO TRIV IA QUESTIONS
1. Overlord
2. Stars and  Strikes and Yank
3. SNAFU
4. "Ten in One" R.2tions
5. Siegfried Line
6. O m aha, Utah, Gold, Juno, aand Sword
7. Thom as E. Dewey and John W, Bricker
8. George Baker
9. a. Absent W ithout Leave

b. K itchen Police
c. Charge o f Q uarters
d. huropean Theater o f  O perations
e. Suprem e H eadquarters Allied FxppHitionary Forces

10. Ruptured Duck

NORMANDY MEDAL 
AVAILABILITY

[The fo llo w in g  inform ation was fo u n d  in the new sletter o f  the 
749TH  TA N K  B A T T A L IO N  A S S O C IA T IO N  It ' was 
subm itted  to them by T O N Y  G R A B IA K , who fo u n d  it in the 
June/July 1997 issue o f  VFW .]
"The French Embassy does not issue m edals to U.S. WWII vets 

who served in the N orm andy Campaign. Nor does the U.S. 
G overnm ent issue the "Jubilee o f  Liberty" medal created by the 
Regional Council o f Norm.andy in 1994 to com m em orate D- 
D ay’s 50th anniversary.

"To request this m edal, send a copy o f your military records to 
prove N orm andy involvem ent to: A ssociation Debarquement et 
B ataille de N orm andie 1944, A bbaye aux Dames, Place Reine 
M athilde,B .P . 311, 14015 Caen Cedex, France. (FAX 011-33-2- 
3195 1281.)"

WWII VETERANS 
MEETINGS/LECTURES
P E T E R  G. DOUNIS, 75TH IN FA N TRY  D IV ISIO N , 291ST 
IN FA N TRY , C O M PA N Y  G , advises us that R O B E R T  F. 
P H IL L IP S , 28TH  IN FAN TRY  D IV ISIO N , llO T H  
IN FA N TRY , C O M PA N Y  D, (and VBOB’s H istorian) will be 
the featured speaker at the M. Schweinhaut Senior Center at its 
next meeting. The senior center features speakers from different 
theatres o f WWII every 3rd Monday o f each month, except for 
December and the sum mer months. Phillips will speak on the 
Battle o f the Bulge. The senior center is located at 1000 Forest 
Glen Road in Silver Spring, Maryland. If you would like more 
information, call Pete Dounis 1-301-589-6730.

ABOUT OUR 
NEW YEAR'S TOAST
Several of you have written or called about the time of 
the New Year's toast proposed in the August issue-our 
article didn't specify whether it would be noon on the 
East Coast or noon on the West Coast.

Let's do it at noon New Year's Day Pacific Standard 
Time. That will allow all of us who are raising our 
glasses to do so when our stomachs might be able to 
adjust to a glass of champagne if this is what we choose 
for our salute.

Let's all be together at this time to honor all who 
served in the Battle of the Bulge,

MURPHY’S 12 BASIC LAWS 
OF COMBAT

[The follow ing was sent in hv M IC H AEL A. DENEEN, 82ND  
A IR B O R N E  DIVISION, 325TH GLIDER IN F A N T R Y REGIM ENT. 
COM PANY A j
I. Incoming always has the right of way.
2 N e v e r  sh are  a fox  h o le  w ith  an y o n e  b ra v e r  th an  you .
3. If your attack is going really well, it’s an ambush.
4. The important things are always simple,
5. The simple things are always hard.
6. The ea.sy way is always mined.
7. if you 're short ot everythmg except the enemy, you’re in combat.
8. When you secure an area, don’t forget to tell the enemy.
9. Tracers work both ways.
10. If the enemy’s in range, so are you!
II. Professional soldiers are very predictable. Unfortunately, the 

world’s full of amateurs.
12. When in doubt, empty the magazine!

WOMEN’S WAR MEMORIAL
Dedicated O ctober 16-19, 1997

The W omen in M ilitary Service for A m erica M em orial, to honor 
all m ilitary w om en-a ll w a rs-a ll serv ices-a ll grades--all periods 
o f tim e was dedicated at Arlington Cemetery. If you would like 
further information or wish to make a contribution, call 1-800- 
222-2294.

THE BULGE BUGLE November 1997



VBOB QUARTERMASTER
November 1997

This is the last issue before the upcoming holidays -  if you are planning to  buy som ething for a holiday present, p lease get your o rders to me as  early 
as possible (before December 1st). I wish you all Happy Holidays and a wonderful New Yearl -  Lynne

Please ship the following items to:

N am e:__________
(first) (last) (phone #-will call only if there Is a  problem)

Address:
(no.) (street) (city) (state) (zip)

Item Description Price Each Quantity Total Price

VBOB Logo Patch - 3" $ 4.50 $

VBOB Logo Patch - 4“ $ 5.50 $

VBOB Logo Decal - 4" $ 1.25 $

VBOB Windshield Logo - 4“ $ 1.25 $

VBOB Logo Stickers (10) - IW 10 for $1,25 $

Baseball Cap w/3" VBOB Logo Patch - Navy only $ 10.00 $

Windbreaker w/4" VBOB Logo Patch (Navy only)
Ptease circle size (they nin a little snug): S M L XL XXL XXXL 
(XXL and XXXL - see prices)

$ 25.00 (S, M. L and XL) 
$ 26.00 for XXL 
$ 27.00 for XXXL

$

VBOB Logo Lapel Pin - V4“ $ 5.00 $

Large VBOB Logo Neck Medallion w/Ribbon $ 20.00 $

Miniature VBOB Logo Medal w/Ribbon (pin on type) $ 8.50 $

VBOB Logo Belt Buckle - Silver tone  or Gold tone 
(Please circle choice)

$ 16.00 $

VBOB Logo Bolo Tie - Silver tone  or Gold tone 
(Please circle choice)

$ 16.00 $

VBOB License Plate Frame w/Logos - White plastic w/Black printing $ 5.00 $

VBOB 100 Sheet Notepad w/Logo - “This Note Is From... A Veteran o f the Battle 
of the Bulge" ■ White paper with Blue printing

$ 3.00 $

Memorable Bulge Incidence B ook' - This Is a compilation of all the MBIs that 
have been published in the Bugle from 1991 through 1994 (Book is not bound 
- It is three hold punched, you provide the binder)

$ 15.00* $

Engineering The Victory - The Battle o f the Bulge - A History", by Col. David 
Pergrin - hard cover, 441 pages

$ 30.00* $

Make Checks Payable to "VBOB " - Mall Orders to VBOB-QM, PO Box 11129, Arlington, VA 22210-2129
DO NOT  INCLUDE ANY OTHER MONIES WITH OM PAYMENT

Shipping and Handling:
$0.00 to $5.00 - $ 2.00 
$5.01 to $10.00 - $ 3.00 
$10.01 and over - $ 4.00
'The S&H is already included in the cost for these  items. If ordering other items 
do not add the cost for these  item s into the price for S&H.

Cost of Items: $_ 

S&H: $_

Total; $

Office Use Only - Do Not Write Below This Line

Date Received:

Payment: Cash Check MO 

THF BULGE BUGLE

Date Mailed:

Check No.:
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NOTHING CAN STOP 
THE ARMY AIR FORCE, 

THANK GOD
[The fo llo w in g  articles which appeared in the Stars and  
Stripes D ecem ber 28, 1944, were subm itted  by K enneth E. 
Sangmaster, 9TH  U.S. A IR  FORCE, 370TH  FIGHTER  
GROUP, 402ND  SQ UADRO N.]

R ep o rte r  R ides ‘P iggyback ’ 
in P38 on P row l o f F ro n t

By Pat Mitchell 
Stars and Stripes S taff W riter

From 10,000 feet over Marche I watched from the piggyback 
scat on a Lightning piloted by 2/Lt. Robert A. Berry, o f Los 
Angeles, as A m erican soldiers battled the Nazis below in 
freezing weather.

We dodged 20, 40 and SSmm fiak as other P38s o f the group 
com m anded by Lt. Col. Seth J. M cKee, or Orlando, Florida, 
cart-w heeled at better than 250 m iles an hour over the area.

While circling above St. Vith, I learned by radio that 1/Lt. 
W illiam F. Osborne, o f St. Petersburg, Florida, had spotted 11 
FW I90s south o f  Liege. A minute later I heard him say he had 
got one plane.

Osborne, who downed the first plane on the first day o f the 
Nazi push, is now credited with three enem y planes destroyed.

South o f  the M euse F<iver, snow blanketed fields and brown 
earth showed through where shells or tanks treads had churned 
up the frozen mud.

P38 pilot groups, com m anded by Colonel M cKee and Colonel 
Clintori C. V/ascm, o f  Dover, Ohio, were prepaicu lo defend 
their own field as the Nazi drive came to within 15 miles o f 
their runway. The crews slept in planes, taking turns walking 
guard along the wings.

P ilo ts Defy Snow 
To H it T ra n sp o r t

Fighter-bom bers o f  the N inth and 29th TAGS, operating 
betw een snow storm s yesterday, wrecked 52 m otor transports, 
destroyed and dam aged 99 railcars and four locomotives.

The Ninth TAC flew 19 sorties. A squad o f  Lightnings in a 
group led by Lt. Col. Seth J. McKee, o f Orlando, Florida, 
observed a concentration o f more than 200 m otor transports and 
arm ored vehicles 15 m iles northeast o f St. Vith. Fifty-one o f the 
transports and two tanks were destroyed and one tank damaged.

Sixty-three P47s from the 29th hit railroad yards on the two 
main lines south from the industrial Ruhr V alley to the Roer 
River front.

Yards at Rheydt were hit tw ice and Thunderbolts dive-bombed 
other yards at M unchen-Gladbach and G ravcnbroich.

P47s led by Ist/L t. R ichard G ibian, o f M ontgomery, Alabama, 
attacked the G revenbroich yards, destroying 50 railcars and 
loading platform . Sixteen light flak guns which had been 
ham pering the Thunderbolts’ strafing attacks on the yards were 
silenced by Ist/L t. John J. Reynolds, o f Collingsdale, 
Pennsylvania.

□ □□DD

UPDATE ON YOUR 
NATIONAL MEMORIAL
Much has been said lately about the progress (or lack thereof) o f 
the W orld  W ar II M em orial. We want to keep you as up-to- 
date as possible w ithout being misleading. So, herewith, we 
relay to you information from the World War II M emorial 
Newsletter.

"In a victory for your World War II M em orial, two 
comm issions recently reaffirmed the m em orial’s reserved 
spot on the National Mall.

"The Commission o f Fine Arts (CFA) and the National 
Capital Planning Comm ission (NCPC) m et in late July to 
consider Friedrich St. F lorian’s design concept. Although 
they recom m ended a num ber o f design modifications, both 
rejected proposals to move the memorial to a less prominent 
location.

"J. Carter Brown, CFA chairman, sum m arized his 
comm.ission’s feelings when he said, ‘This site is so 
appropriate for an event o f this significance. We will never 
find a subject more fitting for this site .’

"The CFA asked that the memorial berms and colum ns be 
re-examined and the plaza softened with landscaping to keep 
a ‘park-like character.’

"The NCPC endorsed the CFA design comments, 
recom m ended elim inating the enclosed spaces, and 
questioned the size and bulk o f the berms and the height and 
form o f the columns.

"The design concept will now undergo modifications to 
m eetthe com m issions’ guidelines A rev ised  concept should 
be ready this fall.

"Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur (D-OH) announced that 
160 House mem bers had signed a letter backing the site and 
design. She also presented a letter o f support from 10 
senators.

"Twenty-seven veterans groups and the Daughters o f the 
American Revolution publicly expressed support through 
personal testim ony or letters.

"Joseph J. Frank, American Legion national comm ander, 
echoed veterans’ sentim ents when he said, ‘For all they’ve 
done, the World W ar II generation has earned a spot smack- 
dab in the hearts o f all Americans. Their m em orial deserves 
a spot sm ack-dab in the heart o f our nation’s capital."
At the 1996 Reunion in Hyannis Port last year, the members 

voted to set aside from the 1996-97 budget a contribution to the 
m em orial in the amount o f $10,000.00. I'his contribution was 
presented on behalf o f the m em bers o f the V eterans o f the Battle 
o f the Bulge, Inc., to Memorial Project M anager Col. Kevin 
Kelly "smack-dab" in the middle o f our annual banquet this year 
in Gettysburg.

Friedrich St. Florian. designer o f the mem orial, was 12 when 
U.S. troops liberated his village near Salzburg, Austria. Inspired 
by President Roosevelt’s words; 'T o  some generations, much is 
given, and o f others, much is asked," St. Florian said, "I belong 
to a generation to whom much has been given, so this contest 
became a personal challenge to design a m em orial that is worthy 
o f the event as well as its spectacular site."

D D D D D
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VETERANS 
o f th e  

BATTLE 
o f th e  

BULGE
P.O. Box 11129 

Arlington, Virginia 22210-2129

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
FORWARDING and RETURN 
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A UNIQUE EXPERIENCE JUST FOR YOU 
’’REMEMBRANCE AND COMMEMORATION" 

December 15-16, 1997 
Complete details herein

OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Do not write above this line

Name

A ddress. 

City____

----------- Detach and Mail — ---------------------------------

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
VETERANS OF THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE 

P.O. Box 11129, Arlington, Virginia 22210-2129

Annual Dues $15

□  New Member □  Renewal - Member #.

_________Birthdate _

. P h o n e ( )_

.S ta te . -Z-ip.
All new members, please provide the following information:

Campaign(s)____________________________________________________________

Unit(s) to wtiich assigned during period December 16, 1944 - January25, 1945 - Division_______

Regiment__________________________________________ Battalion____________________

Company__________________________________________ Other______________________

Make check or money order payable to VROB
and mail with this application to above address: Applicants Signature _

OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Do not write above this line




